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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Adjt.  Gen. 
E.  1).  Townsend,  U.  S.  Army,  who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports 
of  battles  on  file  in  his  office  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing 
records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  Ko.  91,  of  1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  and  formulate 
a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no  work  and  drew 
no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27,  1868,  by  limi¬ 
tation  of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  repealed  the  former  one 
and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  ‘‘  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Kecords  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,”  and  directing 
him  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  tele¬ 
grams,  and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  jirinted,  and  proj^- 
erly  arranged  in  chronological  order.”  Apiiropriations  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the 
preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend,  who  first  out¬ 
lined  the  i)lan  on  which  the  records  are  printed,  though  it  appears  that 
originally  he  contemplated  publishing  to  the  world  only  the  more  im¬ 
portant  military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment  until  December  14,  (1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon  the  first  crude 
scheme  of  x3ublicatiou.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  de¬ 
termined  that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  rex)orts, 
but  also  ‘‘all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler, 
and  that  ax)x)ear  to  be  of  any  historical  value.”  Colonel  Scott  system- 
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atized  the  work  and  the  plan  and  presented  the  records  in  the  following 
order  of  arrangement,  which  has  been  adhered  to  by  his  successors : 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mil¬ 
itary  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  tliereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev¬ 
eral  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  ‘^reports”  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns. 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political  i)risoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  corresjmndence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi¬ 
cials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  fortli  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  -Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for 
troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  author¬ 
ities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials,  as  of 
the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and  Confed¬ 
erate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

Tlie  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  apfiroved  June  16,  1880,  firovided  ^‘for  the  printing  and  bind¬ 
ing,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  cofues  of  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  the  Official  lieeords  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War 
of  the  llebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  imblication, 
during  the  fiscal  year;”  and  that  ‘^of  said  nundier  7,000  copies  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  De¬ 
partments.”  Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the 
first  five  volumes  of  the  records.* 

*A11  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1882,  which  provides  that : 

^'The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distrib¬ 
uted  as  follows:  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  jiro- 
vided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed¬ 
ing  twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volunies  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Represeutati-  es,  and  Dele¬ 
gates  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  i.iany  volumes  of  tliose 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  pul)lished,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  lie 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  bo  sohl  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
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Col.  Eobert  K.  Scott  died  March  5, 1887,  before  the  completion  of  the 
work,  wliich,  during  a  ten  years’  service,  he  had  come  to  love  so  dearly. 
At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  only  had  been  issued,  but  he  had 
compiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  volumes j  conse¬ 
quently  his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and 
including  Voh  XXXVI,  although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to 
his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
U.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1889,  it  was  i3rovided — 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  be  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge-advo¬ 
cate,  U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  i)ublication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  Xo.  36  of  Yol.  XXIV. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  general 
index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete  in  a  volume  by  itself. 

Xothiug  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con¬ 
temporaneous  records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board’s  work  is  to 
decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  j)ublished;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasionally  to  add  a 
foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  B.  DAVIS,  Major  and  J.  A.,  U.  S.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PEREY,  Civilian  Expert^ 

JOSEPH  W.  KIEKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 

Approved : 

EEDFIELD  PEOOTOR, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  1,  1891. 

covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent.” 
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CHAPTER  EV 


OPERATIONS  IN  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  WEST  YIR- 
.  GINIA,  MARYLAND,  AND  PENNSYLVANIA.* 


August  4-December  31,  1864, 


PART  I. 


SUMMITRY  OF  THE  EYElSTTS.f 

Aug.  4,  1864. — Action  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Skirmisli  at  Antietam  Ford,  Md. 

5,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Williamsport  and  HagerstoAvu,  Md. 

Skirmish  at  tiuttonsville,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Keedysville,  Md. 

7,  1864. — The  Middle  Military  Division  (consisting  of  the  Middle  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Departments  of  Washington,  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  of  West  Virginia)  constituted,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H. 
Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  the  temporary  command. 

7,  1864. — Engagement  at  Oldfields,  near  Moorefield,  W.  Va. 

7-Nov.  28,  1864. — The  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign. 

8,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Fairfax  Station,  Va. 

9-Oct.  14,  1864. — Moshy^s  operations. 

19,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Franklin,  W.  Va. 

20,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Bulltown,  W.  Va. 

21,  1864, — Skirmish  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. 

22,  1864. — Affair  at  Cove  Point,  Md. 

24,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Annandale,  Va. 

Afi’air  at  Huttons ville,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Sutton,  W.  Va. 

27,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Nutter’s  Hill,  W.  Va. 

30,  1864. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 
of  the  Department  of  AVest  V^irginia,  vice  Hunter,  relieved. 
Sept.  14,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Centerville,  W.  Va. 

17-28,  1864. — Witcher’s  expedition  into  West  Virginia,  including  skirmishes  at 
Buckhannon  (27th-28th). 

19,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Culpeper,  Va. 

21,  1864. — Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  permanent 
command  of  the  Middle  Military  Division. 

23-Oct.  1,  1864. — Nounnan’s  expedition  into  the  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va., 
including  skirmish  at  Coalsmouth  (September  30). 

Oct.  4,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Salem,  Va.t 

7-11,  1864. — Operations  in  Montgomery  County,  Md. 

9,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Piedmont,  Va. 

10,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Rectortown,  Va. 

11,  1864. — Skirmish  m^ar  White  Plains,  V'a. 

*For  references  in  Geiieral  Grant’s  final  report  to  operations  in  the  section  of 
country  covered  by  this  volume,  see  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  I,  pp.  29-31. 

tOf  some  of  the  minor  confiicts  noted  in  this  Summary  no  circumstantial  rei)ort8 
are  on  file. 

t  See  Lee’s  report,  p.  633. 
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Oct.  11,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Petersburg,  W.  Va. 

14,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Adamstown,  Md. 

26,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Winfield,  W.  Va. 

28-29,  1864. — Oimrations  about  Snicker’s  Gap  (28th)  and  skirmish  (29th)  at 
IJpperville,  Ya. 

29,  1864.— Action  at  Beverly,  W.  Va. 

Nov.  Ij,  1864. — Affair  at  Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va. 

'  5-l2,  1864. — Witcher’s  oiierations  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  AV.  Va.,  including 

the  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Barnum  and  Fawn  on  the  Big 
Sandy  River. 

6-8, 1864. — Expedition  from  New  Creek  to  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  and  skirmish. 

11. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Manassas  Junction,  Va. 

26. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Fairfax  Station,  Va. 

27-28, 1864. — Skirmishes  at  Moorefield  (27th  and  28th),  affair  at  New  Creek 
.  (28th),  and  skirmish  (28th)  at  Piedmont,  W.  A^a. 

28. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Goresville,  A^a. 

28-Dec.  2, 1864. — Expedition  from  Keru.stown  to  Moorefield,  Ac.,  AV  Va. 
28-Dec.  3, 1864. — Expedition  from  AAbnchester  into  Fauquier  and  Loudoun 
Counties,  A^a. 

29. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Charlestown,  AV.  A’'a. 

30. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Snicker’s  Gap,  A’a. 

Skirmish  at  Kabletown,  AA^.  A’’a. 

Dec.  1, 1864. — The  designation  of  the  Dejiartment  of  the  Susquehanna  changed 

to  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

19-22, 1864. — Exxiedition  from  Kernstown  to  Lacey’s  Springs,  Aba.,  and  action 
at  Lacey’s  Springs  (21st). 

19-28, 1864. — Ex])edition  from  AA’^inchester  to  near  Gordousville,  A'a.,  including 
skirmishes  at  Madison  Court-House  (2l8t),  at  Liberty  Mills 
(22d),  and  near  Gordonsville  (23d). 

■24, 1864. — Skirmish  at  Taylortown,  Va. 

26-27, 1861. — Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Hoiiewell  Gap,  A’'a. 


August  4  and  7,  1864.— Action  at  New  Creek  (4th)  and  engagement  near 

Moorefield  (7th),  W.  Va. 

REFORTS.* 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  Forces 
west  of  Sleepy  Creek. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley^  U.  S.  Army^  comnuinding 
U.  S.  Forces  west  of  Sleepy  Creel'. 

Headquarters, 

Cumberland^  Md.j  September  17,  1864A 
On  the  4tli  [August]  the  command  that  attacked  Cumberland  at¬ 
tacked  the  forces  at  Neiv  Creek,  composed  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fourth  Ohio  National  Guard,  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  West  Virginia 
Infantry,  one  company  Second  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 
mounted,  one  section  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  First 
West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  manning  the  fort,  the  whole  commanded 

*  See  also  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  AAJlliam  AV,  Averell  (p.  493)'  and  General  R.  E.  Lee’s 
dispatch  (p.  5.51). 

tFor  portion  of  report  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XXXVll,  Part  i,  p.  188, 


Chap.  LV.]  ACTION  AT  NEW  CREEK  AND  MOOREFIELD,  W.  VA. 


3 


by  Colonel  Stevenson,  One  linndred  and  fifty-fourth  Ohio  National 
Guard.  Immediately  upon  being  notified  of  the  attack,  I  sent  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry  to  re-enforce  Colonel 
Stevenson,  which  arrived  early  in  tlie  engagement.  After  a  severe  fight, 
lasting  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  was  driven  off,  leaving  jjart  of  their 
dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  1  commissioned  officer 
and  7  enlisted  men  killed  and  29  enlisted  men  wounded  and  missing. 
The  enemy’s  loss  heavy,  25  dead  being  left  on  the  field;  his  v/ounded 
were  carried  off.  I  also  sent  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Ohio 
National  Guard. to  New  Creek,  but  it  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  fight. 

On  the  4th  instant  Brigadier-General  Averell,  with  his  division  of 
cavalry,  then  at  Bath,  Morgan  (kmnty,  W.  Va.,  was  directed  by  Major- 
General  Hunter,  commanding  department,  to  pursue  the  enemy  and  to 
report  to  me  foi  orders.  General  Averell  mo\'ed  via  Bloomery  Gap, 
arriving  at  Springfield  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  where  his  command 
was  supplied  with  subsistence  and  forage.  I  advised  him  at  this  iDoint 
that  the  enemy  were  retreating  via  Burlington  and  the  Junction  toward 
Moorefield,  in  Hardy  County,  and  ordered  him  to  take  two  days’  rations 
and  pursue  the  enemy  and  attack  him  wherever  found.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  General  Averell,  with  his  command,  in  obedience 
to  the  above  order,  i^ursued  and  overtook  the  enemy  at  Oldfields,  three 
miles  east  of  Moorefield,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  effecting  a  complete 
surprise,  routing  and  dispersing  the  whole  command,  capturing  27  com¬ 
missioned  officers  and  393  enlisted  men,  4  guns,  with  limbers  and  cais¬ 
sons,  large  quantities  of  small-arms,  and  400  horses  and  equipments. 
Our  loss,  7  killed  and  21  wounded;  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  unknown. 
After  the  engagement  the  enemy  retreated  in  small  squads  by  different 
roads  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  General  Averell  returned  to  New 
Creek  with  his  prisoners  and  captured  property,  from  whidi  point  he 
received  orders  to  report  to  General  Sheridan,  in  the  Shenandoah 
V  alley,  near  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Thus  concluded  the  enemy’s  operations  in  this  direction,  meeting- 
defeat  and  disaster  at  every  point,  with  great  loss  of  men  and  material, 
and  culminating  in  total  rout  and  dispersion  at  Moorefield.  From 
prisoners  and  deserters  I  learned  that  McCausland’s  orders  were  to 
proceed  west  along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad,  desiroying  the 
road  as  he  went  to  the  Ohio  River,  thence  to  proceed  into  the  Kanawha 
Valley.  The  timely  check  he  received  caused  him  to  abandon  his  pro- 
])Osed  i)lan  of  o])erations. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  tlie  troops  under  my  command  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  the  above-named  engagements.  Apart  from 
General  Averell’s  division  my  command  was  composed  mostly  of  199- 
days’  men,  and -they,  on  all  occasions,  with  one  exception,  vied  with  the 
old  troox^s  in  acts  of  endurance  and  soldierly  bearing. 

To  my  staff  I  desire  also  to  return  my  thanks  for  their  uniform  good 
conduct  and  attention  to  duties.  Where  all  behaved  so  nobly,  it  iniglit 
I)erha])S  seem  invidious  to  particularize,  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  make 
special  mention  of  Oapt.  H.  Pease,  Twenty-third  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  whose  promptness  in  action, 
coolness  in  danger,  rapid  and  correct  judgment  were  of  immense  service 
to  me  throughout  the  whole  affair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r>.  F.  KELLEY, 

■  Brevet  Major-  General. 

Cajd.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Dept,  of  West  Virainia. 


4  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

No.  2. 

Report  of  BrUj.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson.^  C.  aV.  Army. 

IlEADCiUARTEKS  JOHNSON'S  CAVALRY  liRIGAHE, 

Near  Mount  Jackson^  A^iyust  10,  1864. 

Colonel  :* 

On  tlio  4tli  [August]  at  daylight  we  moved  on  New  Creek,  this 
eommand  in  rear.  On  arriving  there  I  was  ordered  by  Brigadier- 
General  MeCausland  to  oecui)y  a  hill  on  the  left  with  my  whole 
eommand,  ])OSt  my  artillery,  and  open  on  an  inclosed  work  which 
was  in  our  front.  I  attempted  the  movement  as  directed,  and  found 
tlie  liills  so  precipitous  that  my  men  coidd  hardly  walk  up,  much 
l('ss  get  the  artilhuy  tliere,  and  after  advancing  my  skirmishers  close 
to  the  hill  designated  found  a,  block-house,  a  palisaded  work  and 
abatis  occujued  by  a  few  hundred  of  the  enemy.  I  could  have  car¬ 
ried  the  place  with  a  loss  very  heavy  for  my  force,  but  finding  that  it 
would  be  impossil)le  to  get  artillery  there,  and  when  occuined  it  would 
]je  fully  1,200  yards  from  the  inclosed  work,  and  that  that  work  was 
open  in  rear  and  swept  by  a  battery  of  six  guns  within  short  range, 
making  it  utterly  untenable  after  being  (tarried  by  assault,  and  it  being 
too  late  for  more  extended  operations,  I  determined,  on  consultation 
with  Colonel  Peters,  AYho  rvas  nearest  me,  not  to  attack.  I  accordingly 
drew  off,  reported  tlie  facts,  and  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General 
MeCausland  to  cover  his  witlidrawal,  which  I  did.  When  his  advance 
reached  New  Creek  I  was  two  miles  and  one-half  in  his  i*ear.  The 
reason  of  this  was  that  I  marched  from  beyond  Bomney,  he  from  the 
mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  making  my  march  fully  seven  miles  longer  than 
his.  When  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain  I  found  his  column,  or 
at  least  his  ambulances,  halted,  and  he  having  taken  a  road  twenty-five 
miles  from  Eomney  to  New  Creek,  instead  of  one  eighteen  miles,  as  he 
had  led  me  to  believe  he  would  take,  having  changed  the  route  without 
iufoianing  me,  other  than  the  bare  order  to  follow  him.  I,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  orders,  inferred  that  he  intended  to  break  this  long  march  by 
a  halt  to  graze.  He  had  halted  long  enough  for  me  to  close  an  interval 
of  seven  miles.  I,  therefore,  also  stopped,  for  precisely  an  hour  from 
the  time  my  rear  got  into  the  field  until  my  advance  again  started. 

as  I  understand  he  reports,  there  wei  e  no  men  in  the  works  at  New 
Creek  when  he  got  there  he  ought  to  have  taken  them  at  once  without 
waiting  for  me.  But  he  ordered  me  to  place  artillery  in  a  place  utterly 
inaccessible  for  it,  witli  only  eleven  rounds  for  two  guns,  which  fact  I 
reported  to  him  when  he  gave  me  the  order,  and  without  having  recon- 
noitered  the  position,  he  directed  me  to  take  it.  If  he  had  done  so  he 
never  could  have  given  the  order.  It  is  now  my  deliberate  judgment 
that  the  post  at  Noav  Creek  can  only  be  taken  by  assault  of  superior 
numbers,  and  that  had  I  occupied  the  position  designated  by  General 
MeCausland  it  would  have  been  unavailing,  inasmuch  as  the  square 
work,  the  object  of  his  attack,  was  perfectly  commanded  by  another 
work  in  rear,  and  also  by  a  work  on  the  Maryland  side  mounted  with 
heavy  guns.  It  was.  in  fact,  only  the  outi)ost  of  the  position.  The  cap¬ 
ture  of  it  would  have  cost  many  men,  only  to  be  driven  out  instantly 
with  the  loss  of  more.  General  MeCausland,  however,  errs  in  thiid^ing 
there  were  few  men  there.  It  has  since  ap])eared  by  a  report  tliat  Gen¬ 
eral  Kelley  was  there  with  the  Ibrces  he  had  at  Cumberland.  I  was  an 

*For  portion  of  rei)ort  liere  omitted,  see  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  I,  p.  354. 
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lionr  behind  General  McCansland,  and  the  del  ay  could  not  have  alfected 
the  result.  The  enemy  were  there  and  disposed  of  their  men  to  meet 
attacks  at  each  point  so  soon  as  threatened. 

Thence  we  moved  to  Mooretield,  reaching  there  Friday,  August  5, 
and  went  into  camp,  General  McOausland  on  the  Mooretield  side  of  the 
South  Branch  and  this  command  along  the  Komney  road,  the  only 
place  I  could  get  grass,  my  outside  regiment  four  miles  and  a  half  from 
Mooretield,  my  nearest  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  General  McCaus- 
land,  who  was  three  miles  from  that  town.  The  camp  was  indicated 
by  him,  and  I  received  orders,  as  I  did  during  the  expedition,  every¬ 
where  and  in  every  place,  where  to  x:>lace  my  pickets.  He  designated 
three  roads — the  Eomney,  Patterson’s  Creek,  and  Williamsport  roads. 
They  were  accordingly  picketed  as  he  ordered.  He  directed  no  scouts 
along  my  front  and  I  sent  none  out.  He  being  my  commanding  officer, 
having  access  to  all  means  of  information,  choosing  his  own  camps, 
routes,  and  times  of  march,  I  consider  it  was  not  my  place  to  send  scouts 
without  his  order. 

At  2  a.  m.  Sunday,  August  7,  I  received  a  verbal  order  by  a  courier 
from  him,  informing  me  that  Averell  had  i^assed  through  Eomney  the 
preceding  evening  with  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  directing  me  to 
saddle  up  my  command  and  send  out  a  scout  on  the  Eomney  road.  I 
instantly  sent  a  courier  to  each  regiment,  transmitting  the  order  j  it 
was  promptly  obeyed  by  each  officer.  I,  at  the  same  time,  sent  a  scout 
on  the  Eomney  road  from  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry.  This  was  the 
first,  last,  and  only  intimation  I  ever  received  from  General  McCaus- 
land  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  and  the  only  order  I  ever  received 
from  him  on  the  subject.  The  order  itself  was  calculated  to  assure  me 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  immediate  attack.  Had  he  thought  it  was 
imminent,  he  would  doubtless  have  at  least  ordered  me  to  form  and 
mount  my  coinman d,  if  not  to  take  a  position  to  resist  attack.  My 
cami)  Avas  no  place  to  fight  in,  being  a  level,  Avith  all  positions  for  artil¬ 
lery  in  favor  of  an  approaching  enemy,  and  had  a  fight  been  anticipated 
1  should  doubtless  have  been  withdrawn  to  the  fine  range  of  hills  on 
his  (General  McCausland’s)  side  of  the  river.  About  daylight  a  squad¬ 
ron  in  Confederate  uniform  moved  by  the  camp  of  the  First  Maryland 
straight  to  my  headquarters.  Those  who  Avere  up  and  saw  them  sup¬ 
posed  them  to  be  a  returning  scout  or  picket,  and  took  no  notice  of 
them.  They  never  fired  a  shot  until  they  reached  Md^eill’s  house, 
Avhere  my  camp  was.  Soon  after  them  came  a  body  of  Federal  cavalry, 
who  rode  at  once  through  the  camp  of  the  First  Maryland  to  that  of 
the  Second  Maryland  and  disx)ersed  both,  they  being  very  small,  re¬ 
duced  by  losses  in  battle  and  hard  marching  to  an  aggregate  for  botli 
of  not  130  men  in  camjA,  the  First  having  twenty-eight  men  on  picked. 
Major  Sweeney,  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Battalion,  was  rapidly  pressed 
back  to  my  headquarters,  Avhen  Lieutenant  McNulty,  AAdth  two  i)ie(‘.es 
of  artillery,  doubly  charged  with  canister,  sought  to. stop  the  enemy, 
but  his  cannoneers  Avere  swept  from  tlieir  pieces  by  a  charge  in  flaidc. 
From  the  back  door  of  my  headquarters,  they  being  around  me,  1  gal¬ 
loped  to  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  to  get  them  to  cliarge,  |)assing 
around  the  front  of  their  column  to  get  there.  It  was  then  too  late; 
the  Eighth  were  moving  off  in  good  order,  but  neither  their  (jolonel  nor 
myself  could  Avheel  them  in  time.  Colonel  Peters  then  liad  the  Twenty- 
first  Eegiment  Avell  in  hand,  but  Avas  unable  to  check  the  cliarge  until 
he  had  passed  beyond  the  river  into  Gmieral  MciCauslamfis  camp, 
AAdiere  he  formed  and  sto])])ed  their  crossing  for  some  time,  with  a  loss 
to  them,  since  ascertained,  of  2  majors  and  38  men.  My  object  here- 
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tofore  had  been  to  check  them  until  I  could  pass  the  river,  where  I 
expected  to  find  Brigadier-General  McCausland  with  his  command  well 
in  hand,  who  would  hold  them  while  I  got  in  position  hy  him,  when  I 
had  no  doubt  of  the  result.  Brigadier-General  McCausland  was  not 
there.  He  had  slept  in  the  town  of  Moorefield,  three  miles  distant  from 
his  camp,  and  did  not  leave  there  until  between  daylight  and  sunrise, 
and  when  he  did  get  on  the  ground  his  own  command  was  scattered, 
some  up  tlie  Winchester  road  and  some  down  the  Moorefield  road.  I 
ordered  up  the  Twenty-seventh  [Virginia  Battalion],  Captain  Gibson, 
and  Vi th  Colonel  Peters  formed  a  line  to  stop  their  farther  advance, 
which  he  did  for  a  short  time,  while  1  went  to  get  him  a  support.  He 
Avas,  howeA^er,  forced  back,  and  both  himself  and  CajVain  Gibson  wounded 
and  taken  prisoners.  They  were  lelt  at  Moorefield.  After  this  the 
eiiemy  only  followed  me,  but  made  no  other  attack.  Beyond  Moorefield 
1  got  the  command  in  tolerable  order,  and  General  McCausland  directed 
me  to  hold  a  position  Avhile  he  hurried  on  to  Matthews’  with  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  tAvo  regiments  to  join  the  rest  of  his  command,  which  had 
gone  up  the  Winchester  road,  and  which  he  had  directed  to  join  him 
there.  They  did  not  do  so,  and  the  parts  of  regiments  Avhose  withdra  wal 
this  command  covered  were  the  only  organized  parts  of  his  brigade  that 
1  have  heard  of  getting  off. 

The  way  in  which  the  enemy  got  in  was  this,  as  told  by  Private  Callan, 
Company  F,  First  Maryla7id  Cavalry,  to  his  brother,  my  orderly,  when 
both  were  prisoners — the  latter  escaped :  The  scout  from  the  Eighth 
having  passed  beyond  the  picket  on  the  Eomney  road,  about  3  a.  m.  or 
very  early  that  morning,  every  man  of  it  Avas  captured  by  the  enemy. 
Two  men  in  gray  uniform  rode  up  to  the  two  sentinels  on  outpost,  and 
being  challenged  replied  they  were  scouts  from  the  Eighth  Virginia.” 
After  exchanging  a  word  or  two  one  rode  back  to  pick  up  something 
lost  from  his  saddle,  and  immediately  returned  Avith  tAAxnty  more  A\'ho 
captured  the  whole  post.  At  the  reserA-e  they  came  up  and  said  they 
were  a  relief  from  the  Eighth  Virginia,  and  some  of  the  men  saying  to 
those  on  picket,  Get  your  horses,  you  are  relieved.”  Thus  scout, 
picket,  and  reserA^e  Avere  captured  by  the  enemy  uniformed  as  Confed¬ 
erates,  who  then  rode  in  my  camp  without  giving  any  alarm.  A  Yankee 
sergeant,  captured  by  Captain  Emack,  of  my  staff,  told  him  that  a  man 
Avho  had  been  in  camp  to  have  a  stolen  horse  restored  had  guided  them 
to  the  picket  and  my  lieadquarters. 

Tliis  great  disaster  would  have  at  once  been  retrieved  but  for  the 
insufficient  armament  of  the  command.  Besides  the  First  and  Second 
Maryland  and  a  scpiadron  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  there  was  not  a. saber 
in  the  command.  In  that  open  country,  perfectly  level,  the  only  mode 
to  fight  charging  caAmlry  was  by  charging,  and  this  the  men  were 
unable  to  do.  The  long  Enfield  musket  once  discharged  could  not  be 
reloaded,  and  lay  helpless  before  the  charging  saber.  AVith  any  equal 
chance  the  enemy  would  at  once  IniA^e  been  driven  back.  The  largest 
])ortion  of  the  command  remaiiied  steady,  and  after  passing  Moorefield 
Avere  held  in  hand  AAdth  ease,  I  reached  the  Valley  Avith  about  300  men 
missing  (150  have  come  in)^  leaving  that  number  as  my  net  loss  killed, 
AYOunded,  and  missing. 

I  should  have  here  stopped  this  narrative,  but  circumstances  Achicli 
have  come  to  my  knoAvledge  render  it  necessary  for  me,  injustice  to  my¬ 
self  and  this  command,  to  S])eak  more  plainly  than  I  had  intended  to. 
Brigadier-General  McCausland  aaAs  in  command  of  the  expedition.  He 
selected  his  OAvn  camps,  routes,  and  lines  of  pickets.  He  ahvays  gave 
me  orders  Avhen  to  camj),  to  march,  and  to  picket,  and  I  always  obeyed. 
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He  had  command  of  McNeill’s  company,  a  nnmerons  and  well-mounted 
body  of  scouts,  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  through  them 
he  ought  to  have  had  full  knowledge  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy. 
If  they  were  not  accessible  to  him  it  was  his  duty  to  order  scouts  to 
ascertain  his  whereabouts  and  not  mine.  If  he  did  know  Averell  was 
near  and  expected  an  attack,  he  gave  me  no  notice  of  it  whatever,  the 
mere  order  to  saddle  up  being  preparatory  to  a  move,  or  a  march,  and 
not  a  commanding  officer’s  order  to  Ids  subordinates  to  prepare  for 
battle.  The  only  intimation  or  order  of  any  kind  whatever  that  I  ever 
received  from  General  McOausland  on  tlie  subject  was  the  verbal  one 
by  a  courier.  But  he  did  not  exx)ect  an  attack.  In  x)roof  of  this  I  refer 
to  the  fact  that  when  tlie  attack  was  made  Brigadier-General  McCaus- 
land  was  asleep  in  the  house  of  Mr.  McMechen,  tliree  miles  from  his 
camps  or  any  of  his  connnand,  and  furtlier,  tliat  some  |)ortion  of  his  own 
brigade  was  unsaddled  and  utterly  un])repared.  He  never  reached  the 
scene  of  action  until  after  a  portion  of  iny  command  had  i)assed  the  river. 
I  suppose  he  was  not  there  when  Ids  own  brigade  became  separated, 
one  part  taking  the  Moorefield  road  and  the  other  the  Winchester  grade. 
If  he  had  been  on  the  ground  anticipating  an  attack  he  would  doubt¬ 
less  have  had  his  command  formed  and  made  light,  neither  of  which  he 
did,  for  besides  one  charge  by  a  liglit  squadron  near  the  ford  and  a  line 
of  dismounted  men  above  it  I  saw  no  ligliting  done  by  him  near  the 
river.  From  these  facts  I  infer  that  Brigadier-General  McOausland, 
first,  was  unprepared  for  an  attack  himself,  and  therefore  could  not  ex¬ 
pect  me,  his  subordinate,  to  be  prepared;  or,  second,  that  anticipating 
attack  he  neglected  to  give  me  due  and  timely  notice,  and  neglected  to 
put  his  troops  in  position  to  repel  it. 

It  is  due  to  myself  and  the  cause  I  serve  to  remark  on  the  outrageous 
conduct  of  the  troops  on  this  expedition.  This  duty  I  informed  General 
McCausland  I  should  perform  during  the  exx^edition  itself.  Every 
crime  in  the  catalogue  of  infamy  has  been  committed,  I  believe,  excex^t 
murder  and  rape.  Highway  robbery  of  watches  and  x^ocket-books  was 
of  ordinary  occurrence;  the  taking  of  breast-pins,  finger-rings,  and  ear¬ 
rings  frequently  hax3peued.  Pillage  and  sack  of  private  dwellings  took 
place  hourly.  A  soldier  of  an  advance  guard  robbed  of  his  gold  watch 
the  Catholic  clergyman  of  Hancock  on  his  way  from  church  on  Sunday, 
J  uly  31,  in  the  x^ublic  streets.  Another  of  a  rear  guard  nearly  brained 
a  x^i'ivate  of  Oomx^any  B,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  for  trying  to  x^i’event 
his  sacking  a  woman’s  trunk  and  stealing  lier  clothes  and  jewels.  A 
lieutenant  at  Hancock  exacted  and  received  $1,000  in  greenbacks  of  a 
citizen;  a  soldier  x^acked  ux)  a  woman’s  and  a  child’s  clothing,  which  he 
had  stolen  in  the  presence  of  the  highest  officials,  unrebuked.  At 
Chambersburg,  while  the  town  was  in  flames,  a  quartermaster,  aided 
and  directed  by  a  field  officer,  exacted  ransom  of  individuals  for  their 
houses,  holding  the  torch  in  terror  over  the  house  until  it  was  x^aid. 
These  ransoms  varied  from  $750  to  $150,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
habitation.  Thus  the  grand  sx^ectacle  of  a  national  retaliation  was 
reduced  to  a  miserable  huckstering  for  greenbacks.  After  the  order 
was  given  to  burn  the  town  of  Chambersburg  and  before,  drunken  sol¬ 
diers  paraded  the  streets  in  every  possible  disguise  and  xtaraphernalia, 
pillagiiig  and  xdunderiug  and  drunk.  As  the  natural  consequence,  law¬ 
lessness  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  reproduced  itself  in  Virginia, 
and  in  Hardy  County,  near  Moorefield,  a  lieutenant  knocked  down  and 
kicked  an  aged  woman  who  has  two  sons  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
after  choking  the  sister  locked  her  in  a  stable  and  set  fire  to  it.  This 
was  because  the  two  women  would  not  give  ux)  horses  he  and  his  fellow 
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tliieves  wislied  to  steal.  Pressing  rapidly  along,  inarcliiug  day  and 
niglit,  in  most  instances  criminals  guilty  of  these  acts  cannot  be  identi¬ 
fied,  but  1  believe  a  higher  tone  of  morals  and  discipline  may  be  infused 
in  any  Confederate  soldier  which  will  restrain  him  from  disgracing  him¬ 
self  and  his  countrymen  by  such  deeds.  Had  there  been  less  plunder 
there  would  have  been  more  fighting  at  Moorefield  on  Sunday,  August 
7.  I  tried,  and  was  seconded  by  almost  every  officer  of  my  command, 
but  in  vain,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  this  brigade,  but  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  j  not  only  the  license  afibrded  was  too  great,  but  actual  example 
gave  them  excuse  and  j  ustification. 

In  view  of  the  necessity  that  the  public  seiwice  demands  of  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  this  whole  matter,  and  that  the  responsibility  for  the 
Moorefield  disaster  be  placed  where  it  belongs,  I  respectfully  ask  that 
a  court  of  inquiry  be  convened  at  once. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


AUGUST  7--N0VEMBER  28,  1864.— The  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign. 

sxj]vim;^eiy  aw  the  teiistcieyl.  eyeints. 

Aug.  10,  1864. — SkirmisL,  near  Stone  Chapel,  Va. 

11,  1864. — Action  at  Toll-Gate,  near  White  Post,  Va. 

Action  near  Newtown,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Winchester,  Va. 

12,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

13,  1864. — Affair  at  Cerryville,  Va, 

Skirmish  near  Strashnrg,  Va. 

14,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Strashnrg,  Va. 

15,  1864. — Skirmish  near  CharlestoAvn,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Strashnrg,  Va. 

16,  1864. — Engagement  at  Cedarville  (Guard  Hill  or  ITont  Royal),  Va. 

17,  1864. — Action  at  Winchester,  Va, 

18,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Opequon  Creek,  Va. 

19,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Opequon  Creek,  on  Beriyville  and  Wincliester 

pike,  Va, 

Skirmish  at  Berry ville,  Va. 

20,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Berry  ville,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Oj)eqnon  Creek,  Va. 

21,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Summit  Point,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Berry  ville,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Welch’s  (or  Flowing)  S])i-iiiig,  near  Charlestown, 
W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Middleway,  W.  Va.. 

22,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 

23,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Kearneysville,  W.  Va. 

24,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Halltown,  W.  Va. 

2.5,  1864. — Action  near  Kearneysville,  W.  Va. 

Action  near  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  .at  Ilalltowu,  W.  Va. 

26,  1864.— Ac.tion  at  Halltown,  W.  Va. 

Affair  at  Williamsport,  Md. 
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Aug.  26,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 

27,  1864. — Skirmish  at  DufifielcVs  Station,  W.  Va. 

28,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Leetowii  and  Smithfield,  W.  Va. 

29,  1864. — Engagement  at  Smithfield  Crossing  of  the  Opequon,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 

30,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Smithfield,  W.  Va. 

31,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Martinshurg,  W.  Va. 

Sept.  1,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Opequon  Creek,  W.  Va. 

2,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Darkesville,  W.  Va. 

Action  at  Bunker  Hill,  W.  Va. 

3,  1864. — Engagement  near  Berryville,  Va. 

Action  at  Bunker  Hill,  W.  Va. 

4,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Berryville,  Va. 

5,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Stephenson’s  Depot,  Va. 

7,  1864. — Skirmishes  near  Brucetown  and  near  Winchester,  Va. 

10,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Darkesville,  AV.  Va. 

13,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Bunker  Hill,  W.  Ta. 

Affair  near  Berryville,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Abraham’s  Creek,  near  Winchester,  Va. 

Affair  at  Locke’s  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  A^a. 

Skirmish  at  Gilbert’s  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  Va. 

14,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Berryville,  Va. 

15,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Seivers’  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  Va. 

16-17,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Snicker’s  Gap,  A^a. 

17,  1864. — Affair  at  Limestone  Ridge,  A^'a. 

18,  1864. — Action  near  Martinshurg,  AA^.  Va. 

19,  1864. — Battle  of  Winchester  (or  the  Opequon),  Va. 

20,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Middletown,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Strasburg,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Cedarville,  A’’a. 

21,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Strasburg,  A^a. 

Skirmish  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  A^ a. 

22,  J864.— Skirmish  at  Milford,  Va. 

Battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  A^a. 

23,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  AVoodstock,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Edenburg,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Mount  Jackson,  Va. 

24,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Mount  Jackson,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  New  Market,  A’'a. 

Skirmish  at  Luray,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Forest  Hill  (or  Timberville),  Va, 

Skirmish  near  Winchester,  A^a. 

26,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Port  Republic,  AAi. 

Skirmish  at  Weyer’s  Cave,  A’’ a. 

Skirmish  at  Brown’s  Gap,  Va. 

27,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Port  Republic,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  AVeyer’s  Cave,  A^a. 

28,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Rocklish  Gap,  V;i. 

Skirmish  at  Port  Republic,  A’^a. 

29,  1864. — Skirmish  at  AVaynesborough,  Va. 

Oct.  2,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Aioiint  Crawfonl,  Va, 

Skirniisli  at  Ih-idgewater,  Vm. 

3,  1864. — Skirmisb  at  Mount  .lacksoii.  A’ a. 

Skirmish  at  North  River,  Va. 
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Oct.  6,  1864. — Skirmisli  near  Brock’s  Gap,  A’'a. 

Skirmish  near  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya. 

7. 1864.  — Skirmish  on  the  Back  road,  near  Strasl)nr,!n;,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Columbia  Furnace,  Vt. 

8. 1864.  — Skirmish  in  Luray  Valley,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Tom’s  Brook, Va. 

9. 1864.  — Engagement  at  Tom’s  Brook,  Va. 

13. 1864.  — Action  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

14. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Strashurg  (or  Hupp’s  Hill),  Va.. 

Affair  at  Duffield’s  Station,  W.  Va. 

17. 1864.  — Affair  at  Cedar  Run  Church,  Va. 

19. 1864. — Battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

20. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va. 

23. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Dry  Run,  Va. 

2.5-26,  1864. — Skirmishes  at  Milford,  Va. 

28. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Newtown,  A’^a. 

Nov.  7, 1864. — Skirmish  near  Edenhurg,  A"a. 

10. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Kernstown,  Va. 

11. 1864.  — Skirmish  near  Kernstown,  Va. 

12. 1864.  — Action  at  Newtown  (or  Middletown),  Aha. 

Action  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ahi. 

Action  at  Nineveh,  A^a. 

18. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Kahletown,  AV.  A'a. 

20. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Kahletown, AV.  A’^a. 

22. 1864.  — Action  at  Rude’s  Hill,  near  Mount  Jackson,  A’^a. 

Skirmish  at  Front  Royal, A^a. 

24. 1864.  — Skirmish  at  Parkins’  Mill,  A^a. 

r^TCFORTS,  IhTC.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  coinmandiug  Middle  Militari- 
Division,  including  operations  August  4,  1864-February  27,  1865. 

No.  2. — Itinerary  of  the  U.  S.  Forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 
No.  3. — Organization  of  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Alaj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  IT.  S.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  AVinchester  (or,  the  0]\equon),  A^a., 
September  19. 

No.  4. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip 
H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  Winchester  (or  the  Opequon), 
A’'a.,  September  19. 

No.  5. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip 
H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  September  21-22. 

No.  6. — Organization  of  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philij)  H. 

Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  A^a.,  October  19. 
No.  7. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H. 

Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Cedar  Creek,  A’'a.,  October  19. 

No.  8. — Surg.  James  T.  Ghiselin,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Dirextor,  Middle  Alilitary 
Division,  of  operations  August  27-December  31. 

No.  9. — Cajff.  Ocran  H.  Howard,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Signal  Officer,  oi’ 
operations  October  14-November  1. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Edward  L.  Halsted,  Fortieth  New  Affirk  Infantry,  Acting  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  of  operations  September  1-30. 

No.  11. — Alaj.Gen.  Horatio  G.  AVright,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
of  operations  August  6-October  10  and  October  19. 

*  For  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  AVilliam  N.  Pendleton,  chief  of  artillery.  Army  of  North¬ 
ern  Virginia,  and  for  diary  of  the  First  Army  Corps  covering  operations  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  see  Vol.  XLII,  Part  I,  pp.  858,  873. 
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No.  12. — Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Henry  R.  Dalton,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, U.  S.  Army,  of  operations 
of  the  Fir.st  Division  September  19. 

No.  14. — Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  August  lO-October  15  and  October  19. 

No.  15. — Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell,  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  First  Brigade,  of  operations  Septeanber  19-22. 

No.  lb. — Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations  August 
.  7-October  18. 

No.  17. — Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  oj^er- 
ations  September  19. 

No.  18.— Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Infan¬ 
try,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  19. — Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-23. 

No.  20. — Col.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie,  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19  and  22. 

No.  21. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Fisk,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations  Septem¬ 
ber  19-22. 

No.  22. — Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operations  Sejitember  22. 

No.  23. — Capt.  John  D.  P.  Douw,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  19-21. 

No.  24. — Capt.  Francis  J.  Randall,  commanding  Ninety-fifth  and  Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  September  19-27. 

No.  25. — Col.  Oliver  Edwards,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-October  25. 

No.  26. — Lieut.  Col.  Baynton  J.  Hickman,  Forty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19. 

No.  27. — Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett,  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  19. 

No.  28. — Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark,  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operations  September  19. 

No.  29. — Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Second  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  19. 

No.  30. — Capt.  .lohn  B.  Doughty,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  of  oxieratious  Septem¬ 
ber  19. 

No.  31. — Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  October  19.* 

No.  32. — Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  o])er- 
ations  Sei:)tember  19. 

No.  33. — Col.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  September  21-22  and  October  19. 

No.  34. — Maj.  James  H.  Coleman,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  Sexdember  19-22. 

No.  35. — Maj.  Robert  Muuroe,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  I’ennsylvania  lulantry, 
of  oxmrations  September  19. 

No.  36. — Capt.  James  McGregor,  One  hundred  and  thirty-nintb  Pennsylvania  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operations  Sex)tenri)er  21-22. 

No.  37. — Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parr,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  I’ennsylvania  In¬ 
fantry,  of  ox)eratious  October  19. 

No.  38. — Col.  .lames  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  Sex)tember  19-20. 
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No.  39. — Col.  George  P.  Foster,  Fourtli  Yennoiit  Infantry,  eoirimiuiding  tSeeond  l>ri- 
gade,  of  operations  September  21-22. 

■  No.  40. — Prig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brignde,  of 
oi)erations  October  19. 

No.  41. — Col.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations  Angnst 

21. 

No.  42. — Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  of 
operations  September  19-22. 

No.  43. — Col.  Thomas  W.  Hyde,  First  Maine  Veteran  Infantry,  commanding  Tliinl 
Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  44. — Ma,j.  Stej^hen  C.  Fletcher,  Seventh  Maine  Infantry,  of  operations  Septem- 
’  her  22.  • 

No.  45. — Maj.  Charles  A.  Milliken,  Forty -third  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  22. 

No.  46. — Lieut.  Col.  WiusorB.  French,  Seventy-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19  and  October  19. 

No.  47. — Capt.  David  J.  Taylor,  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 
Sei)tember  22. 

No.  48. — Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of 
operations  September  19-22. 

No.  49. — Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  commaud«ing 
Third  Division,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  50. — Col.  William  Emerson,  One  hundred  and  fi'fty -first  New  York  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  51. — Capt.  Jacob  J.  Janeway,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No,.  52. — Capt.  Peter  Robertson,  One  hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  53. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Fay,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  19-22. 

No.  54. — Lieut.  John  A.  Wolcott,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fir.st  New  York  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  55. — Maj.  William  D.  Ferguson,  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  New  York  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  56. — Cai:)t.  Edgar  M.  Ruhl,  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  19  and  22. 

No.  57. — Capt.  John  A.  Salsbury,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  commanding  Eighty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  58. — Capt.  Lucius  T.  Hunt,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations  September 
19  and  22. 

No.  59. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G.  Chandler,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  60. — Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

No.  61. — Col.  William  H.  Ball,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  62. — Capt.  Clifton  K.  Prentiss,  Sixth  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations  Septem¬ 
ber  19-25. 

No.  63. — Maj.  Joseph  C.  Hill,  Sixth  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  64. — Maj.  Charles  Burgess,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations 
Se])tember  19. 

No.  65. — Maj.  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  66. — Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 
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No.  67.— Col.  William  II.  Ball,  One  liuiidrcd  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19-22. 

No.  68. — Lieut.  Col.  Moses  M.  Granger,  One  Imndred  and  twenty-second  Oliio  Infan¬ 
try,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  69. — (Uipt.  George  W.  Hogc,  One  bundled  and  twenty-sixtb  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  Octo])er  19. 

No.  70. — Jdeiit.  John  F.  Young,  Sixty-seventb  Pennsylvania  Infanti  y,  of  o}>erations 
September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  71. — iMaJ.  Lewis  A.  May,  One  hundred  and  tbirty-eigbtb  Pcnnsylvauiai  Inbintry, 
of  ojierations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  72. — Col.  Charles  11.  Tom])kins,  First  Ivbode  Island  Light  Artillery,  commanding 
^Vrfcillery  Brigade,  of  operations  Sei)temb(U'  19-22. 

No.  73. — Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens,  Fifth  Maine  Battery,  of  operations  September 
19  and  22. 

No.  71. — Capt.  William  H.  McCartney,  First  Massachusetts  Baiteiy,  of  operations 
September  19-22. 

No.  75. — Lieut.  Orsamus  R.  Van  Etten,  First  New  York  Battery,  of  operations  Sep¬ 
tember  19-October  19. 

No.  76. — Lieut.  Jacob  H.  Lamb,  Battery  C,  First  Rbotle  Island  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  September  19  and  22. 

No.  77. — Capt.  George  W.  Adams,  Battery  G,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery 
of  operations  Seiitembcr  19-24. 

No.  78. — Capt.  James  McKnight,  Battery  M,  Fifth  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations 
September  19  and  October  19. 

No.  79. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory,  11.  S.  Army,  commanding  Detachment 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  80.— Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft,  Filth  New  York  Battery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19-22. 

No.  81. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  commanding  First  Division,  of  operations 
S<!ptember  19-23. 

No.  82. — Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan,  II.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division, 
of  operations  October  19. 

No.  83. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Beal,  Twenty-ninth  Maine  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  of  operations  Sei)tember  19-22. 

No.  81. — Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan,  IJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  operations  Sei)tember  19. 

No.  85. — Capt.  Sidney  E.  Clark,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations  Sep¬ 
tember  19  and  22. 

No.  86. — Lieut.  Col.  George  N.  Lewis,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  87. — Lieut.  John  V.  Grant,  Fifth  New  York  Battery,  of  oi)erations  Septem¬ 
ber  19. 

No.  88. — Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of 
ojicrations  Seiitember  19-23. 

No.  89. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of 
operations  October  19-21. 

No.  90. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
operations  September  19-23. 

No.  91. — Capt.  .Tohu  G.  Healy,  Ninth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  92. — Maj.  Benjamin  F.  Thnrber,  Seventy-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  93.— Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux,  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York  Inl'antry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-26  and  Octo¬ 
ber  19. 
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No.  04. — Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Darnall,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  95. — Col.  Harvey  Graham,  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  of  operations  Septem¬ 
ber  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  90. — Col.  Daniel  Macaulej^^,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Bri¬ 
gade,  of  operations  September  21-25. 

No.  97. — Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie,  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  98. — Maj.  Charles  F.  Allen,  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  99. — Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie,  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  September  19-30. 

No.  100. — Col.  David  Shunk,  Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  I"o)irth  Brigade, 
of  operations  September  19-23  and  October  19. 

No.  101. — Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Wright,  Twenty-fourtli  Iowa  Infantry,  of  operations 
Septem1>er  19-22  and  October  19. 

No.  102. — Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W.  Wilson,  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19  and  22. 

No.  103. — Capt.  Albert  W.  Bradbury,  First  Maine  Battery,  of  operations  September 
19-26. 

No.  104. — Lieut.  John  S.  Snow,  First  Maine  Battery,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  105. — Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  West  Virginia, 
of  operations  August  10-September  18,  September  19  and  22,  and  October 
13  and  19. 

No.  106. — Col.  .Joseph  Thobiirn,  First  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Division,  of  operations  September  3,  19,  and  22. 

No.  107. — Ool.  Thomas  M.  Harris,  Tenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Division,  of  operations  October  13  and  19. 

No.  108.— Col.  George  D.  Wells,  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  comfnanding 
First  Brigade,  of  operations  August  26  and  September  19  and  22. 

No.  109. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Wildes,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  110. — Capt.  Andrew  Potter,  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  oi)erations 
October  19. 

No.  111. — Cajit.  Frederick  C.  Wilkie,  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  of  oi^erations 
October  19. 

No.  112. — Caj^t.  Wilbert  B.  Teters,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  October  19. 

No.  113. — Maj.  Horace  Kellogg,  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  of 
operations  October  19. 

No.  114. — Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Linton,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Sej)tember  3. 

No.  115. — Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris,  Tenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  of  oi)erations  September  19  and  22. 

No.  116. — Capt.  John  Suter,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  ojicrations 
October  19. 

No.  117. — Maj.  Henry  H.  Withers,  Tenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  118. — Lieut.  Col.  Van  H.  Bukey,  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  119. — Maj.  John  AV.  Holliday,  Fifteenth  AVest  A^irginia  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  3. 

No.  120. — Col.  Milton  AA^ells,  Fifteenth  AVest  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  Octo¬ 
ber  19. 
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No.  121. — Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval,  Ninth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  operations  August  22,  24,  and  26,  and  September  3. 

No.  122. — Col.  Eutherford  B.  Hayes,  Twenty -third  Ohio  Infautry,  commanding  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  of  operations  September  19  and  22  and  October  19. 

No.  123. — Col.  Eutherford  B.  Hayes,  Twenty- third  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  August  22  and  26  and  September  3. 

No.  124. — Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  125. — Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Comly,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
September  19  and  22  and  October  19. 

No.  126. — Col.  Daniel  D.  Johnson,  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  August  24  and  26  and  September  3. 

No.  127. — Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates,  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  128. — Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates,  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 
August  24. 

No.  129. — Maj.  Lemuel  Z.  Cadot,  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  September 
19  and  22  and  October  19. 

No.  130. — Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  commanding  Artillery  Bri¬ 
gade,  of  op<;rations  October  19. 

No.  131. — Capt.  Frank  C.  Gibbs,  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  132. — Lieut.  William  Munk,  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of 
operations  October  19. 

No.  133. — Capt.  Henry  A.  DuPont,  Battery  B,  Fifth  IF.  S.  Artillery,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  134. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  August  8-October  31,  November  12,  and  November  21-23. 

No.  135. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  of 
operations  August  9-Ootober  20. 

No.  136. — Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
operations  September  19. 

No.  137. — Col.  James  H.  Kidd,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
of  operations  September  26-October  27. 

No.  138. — Col.  Peter  Stagg,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  operations  September  1-30. 

No.  139.— ;Col.  James  H.  Kidd,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  operations  August  3- 
October  19. 

No.  140. — Maj.  Charles  W.  Deane,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  oiierations  August  10- 
October  5. 

No.  141. — Maj.  Melvin  Brewer,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  coimnanding  First  and 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  operations  August  23. 

No.  142. — Maj.  Daniel  II.  Darling,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  opeiafions  Novem¬ 
ber  7. 

No.  143. — Col.  Louis  P.  Di  Cesnola,,  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  August  29. 

No.  144. — Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  operations  July  4-Oct()ber  21. 

No.  145. — INIaj.  William  E.  Beardsley,  Sixth  New  York  Cava.Iry,  of  opcratioTis  Au¬ 
gust  13. 

No.  146. — Capt.  George  E.  Farmer,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  147. — Col.  Charles  E.  Lowell,  jr..  Second  Massachusetts  ('avalry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Augiist  9-31. 

No.  148. — Col.  Alfred  Gibl)s,  Nineteenth  New  York  Cavalry  (FirstNew  York  Dragoons), 
commanding  Eeserve  Brigade,  of  operations  August  10-September  1, 
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No.  140. — Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  jr.,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  cominaiuiing 
Reserve  Brigade,  of  ox)erations  Sei)teinher  8-Octol)er  4. 

No.  150. — Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowninshicld,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  coin- 
maiiding  Reserve  Brigade,  of  ox)eratious  October  5-31. 

No.  151. — Bvt.  Maj-  Ceil.  William  W.  Averell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division  (Army  of  West  Virginia),  including  ox)erations  August  3- 
Sex)temher  23. 

No.  152. — Brig.  Gen.  William  II.  Powell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division 
(Army  of  West  Virginia),  of  ox)erations  Scx)temher  24-Octoher  27  and 
November  12. 

No.  153. — Col.  James  M.  Schoonmakeir,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  command¬ 
ing  First  Brigade,  of  operations  Sei)tember  28. 

No.  154. — Lieuts.  Albert  G.  Hague  and  John  H.  Nesmith,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  of  oi>erations  October  3. 

No.  155. — Maj.  Thomas  Gibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  oi)erations 
October  23. 

No.  156. — Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  of 
oi)eration8  July  31-Septembor  30. 

No.  1.57. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division, 
of  ojierations  October  9  and  19. 

No.  158. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  McIntosh,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
operations  Sex)tember  13  and  17. 

No.  159. — Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  of  oj^erations  October  19-December  10. 

No.  160. — Lieut.  Col.  Braytou  Ives,  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  of  oi)erations  Oc¬ 
tober  18-December  3. 

No.  161. — Maj.  John  V.  Allstrom,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  of  oi)erations  October 
18-December  8. 

No.  162. — Maj.  Walter  C.  Hull,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  of  oi)eratious  October  9. 

No.  163. — Lieut.  Col.  Mortimer  B.  Birdseye,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  of  oj)eration8 
October  18-December  8. 

No.  164. — Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Purington,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  of  operations  Oc¬ 
tober  9. 

No.  165. — Maj.  John  W.  Phillix)s,  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  operations 
October  8-9. 

No.  166. — Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Chax)mau,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  operations  Sejitember  1.5-16. 

No.  167. — Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Benjamin,  Eighth  New  Y5)rk  Cavalry,  of  operations 
October  9. 

No.  168. — Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Bennett,  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  of  ox)erations  Septem¬ 
ber  25-October  22. 

No.  169. — Maj.  William  G.  Cummings,  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  of  operations  October 
22-December  22. 

No.  170. — Lieut.  Charles  H.  Peirce,  commanding  Batteries  B  and  L,  Second  U.  S. 
Artillery,  of  operations  October  9. 

No.  171. — Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
Congress,  No.  43,  apj^roved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Congress 
approved  IMarch  3,  1863. 

No.  172. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  of  ox)eratioiis  August  7-November  22. 

No.  173. — Lieut.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Valley  District,  of 
oi)crations  September  17-Octol)er  19. 

No.  174. — Journal  of  Caj^t.  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  Toi)Ograpliieal  Engineer,  Second  Corps, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  (Valley  District),  of  ox)erations  August  4- 
December  31. 

No.  175. — Stirg.  A.  Russell  Meem,  C.  S.  Army,  of  ojjerations  November  22. 
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No.  176. — Col.  James  P.  Simms,  Fifty-third  Georgia  Infantry,  commanding  brigade, 
Kershaw^s  division,  First  (Longstreet’s)  Corps,  of  operations  August  3- 
October  20. 

No.  177. — Brig.  Gen.  James  Conner,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade,  of  operations 
September  13. 

No.  178.— Maj.  James  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  C.  S.  Army,  command¬ 
ing  Conner’s  brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

No.  179. — Abstract  from  inspection  report  of  Smith’s  brigade,  Wharton’s  division,  for 
September  29. 

No.  180. — Abstract  from  inspection  report  of  Patton’s  brigade,  for  September  29. 

No.  181. — Brig.  Gen.  Bryan  Grimes,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Rodes’  (or  Ramseur’s) 
division.  Second  Army  Corps,  of  operations  October  18-19. 

No.  182. — Abstract  from  inspection  report  of  Rodes’  division,  for  September  30. 

No.  183. — Col.  David  G.  Cowand,  Thirty-.second  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding 
Grimes’ brigade,  of  operations  June  13-December  31. 

No.  184. — Col.  John  R.  Winston,  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding 
Forty-third  and  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  operations 
October  19. 

No.  185. — Abstract  from  inspection  report  of  Gordon’s  division,  Early’s  corps,  for 
August  21. 

No.  186. — Maj.  Gen.  Lunsford  L.  Lomax,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Division, 
of  operations  September  19-Noveniber  2  and  12. 

No.  187. — Brig.  Gen.  John  McCausland,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade,  of  oper¬ 
ations  November  12. 

No.  188. — Col.  Edwin  G.  Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  Septem¬ 
ber  28. 


Ko.  1. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan^  IT.  S.  Army^  commanding 
Middle  Military  Division.^  including  operations  August  4j  1864-Feb- 
ruary  27^  1865. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  Camp  Fight  Aliles  South  of  Winchester^  Va.,  August  11,  1864. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  5  o’clock  yesterday 
morning  (10th)  I  marched  my  command  from  Harper’s  Ferry  up  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  and  went  into  position  in  the  evening,  with  the 
right  of  my  line  resting  at  Clifton  and  left  at  Berryville.  Lowell’s  bri¬ 
gade  of  cavalry  at  Summit  Point,  tlie  balance  of  cavalry  on  the  Mill- 
wood  and  Winchester  pike.  The  enemy  broke  up  camp  at  Bunker  Hill 
at  about  the  same  hour,  moved  toward  Winchester,  and  went  into  posi¬ 
tion,  his  right  commanded  by  Breckinridge,  on  the  Beriyville  pike,  and 
left  on  road  running  from  Summir;  Point  to  Winchester,  his  transporta¬ 
tion  being  at  this  point — Wincliester.  During  the  night  this  line  Avas 
abandoned  by  him,  excepting  so  much  as  rested  on  the  Berryville  pike, 
and  a  precipitate  retreat  toward  Staunton  commenced.  The  Berryville 
pike  Avas  given  up  by  Breckinridge  at  about  9  a.  m.  to-day,  and  the 
movement  of  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy  Avas  toward  the  Front  Boyal 
pike,  down  which  it  attempted  to  pass,  but  was  prevented  by  General 
Alerritt,* after  a  sharp  fight,  in  Acliich  he  (Merritt)  got  possession  of  the 
pike,  forcing  the  enemy  to  take  the  Strasburg  and  Cedar  Creek  road. 
At  about  11  a.  m.  General  Caster  was  crossed  over  Opequon  Creek, 
advanced  on  Winchester,  and  opened  Avith  artillery  on  the  eiaany’s 
column,  while  the  infantry  AA  as  moved  up  Opequon  Crec^k,  on  the  east 
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M(lej>  and  across  tlie  Millwood  and  Front  Eoyal  pikes,  toward  Stepliens- 
burg  or  Kewtown.  General  Merritt  at  this  time  was  ordered  to  strike 
thh  enemy’s  column  on  the  Strasburg  road,  at  Stephen sburg,  and  force 
him  still  farther  westward,  or  oblige  him  to  give  battle.  In  this  move- 
iheht  General  Merritt  encountered  Gordon’s  division,  repulsed  an  attack 
made  by  if  at  6  o’clock  this  p.  m.,  and  made  a  bold  push  to  get  between 
the  enemy  and  Strasburg,  and  thereby  compel  him  to  fight.  This  plan, 
however,  was  frustrated  by  a  precipitate  retreat,  a  portion  of  the 
enemy’s  forces  passing  over  into  Back  Creek  Valley.  I  will  continue 
the  pursuit  in  the  morning.  The  stories  of  plunder  taken  from  Mary¬ 
land  are  all  humbugs.  They  have  but  very  little,  just  enough  to 
subsist  upon,  no  more,  most  of  which  has  been  taken  from  this  valley. 
My  casualties  to-day  will  number  about  125  cavalrymen.  The  infan¬ 
try  has  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  being  engaged.  1  have  ordered 
the  telegraph  from  Harper’s  Ferry  to  Cumberland  rei)aired  and  the 
raikoad  to  be  put  in  running  condition.  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  state 
the  exact  number  of  prisoners  taken  to  day.  Please  telegraph  this  to 
General  Grant. 

Amours,  resi^ectfully, 

P.  H.  SHEl^IDAN, 

3Iajor- Oeiieraly  Cmmnandmfj, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle CK, 

Chief  of  Staffj  Washmgton,  I).  C. 

(Copy  forwarded  to  General  Grant.) 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cam])  at  Cedar  Creeh^  August  12^  1864 — 12  midnight. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  my 
command  to-day: 

In  my  dispatch  of  last  evening  I  reported  my  advance  near  Stephens- 
burg  or  hTewtown.  This  morning  at  5  a.  m.  I  resumed  the  march  on 
Middletown,  near  Cedar  Creek,  the  cavalry  and  Sixth  Corps  passing 
through  Newtown,  the  balance  of  the  command  marching  across  the 
country  direct  on  Middletown,  the  whole  command  concentrating  on 
Cedar  Creek,  near  where  the  Strasburg  pike  crosses  the  creek.  The 
enemy  moved  last  night  across  Cedar  Creek  to  Strasburg.  All  his  trains 
were  moved  around  by  the  Back  Creek  Valley  road,  crossing  Cedar 
Creek  high  ux)  and  moving  on  Strasburg  or  Woodstock.  A  iiortion  of 
my  cavalry  was  detached  at  Stexihensburg  and  struck  the  Back  Creek 
Valley  road,  and  followed  the  trains  to  the  crossing  of  Cedar  Creek,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  cax>turing  them.  The  enemy  have  made  some  show 
of  resistance  in  front  of  Strasburg.  I  am  yet  unable  to  determine  its 
character,  and  could  not  get  my  command  sufficiently  in  hand  to  attack 
him  this  evening.  I  will  have  to  make  a  slight  delay  here  to  get  ux) 
my  sux)iily  trains  from  Harx)er’s  Ferry.  They  should  reach  Winchester 
to-night,  coming  here  to-morrow  forenoon.  I  regret  that  Grover’s  divis¬ 
ion  was  not  x^ermitted  to  come  to  Harx)er’s  Ferry,  as  I  intended  to  use 
it  as  a  strong  guard  for  the  subsistence  trains.  As  they  are  now,  the 
trains  will  be  under  the  escort  of  Brigadier-General  Kenly’s  brigade 
(which  is  very  small)  as  far  as  Winchester,  and  one  of  General  Wright’s 
brigades  from  Winchester  here.  The  x^revailing  rexiort  is  that  Long- 
street’s  coi’xis  is  marching  from  Staunton  to  supxiort  Early,  and  Grover 
should  have  been  x^ermitted  to  have  come  out,  General  Dufiie  has  not 
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yet  joined  me,  nor  lias  General  Averell  or  General  Wilson.  Generals 
Wilson  and  Dnffie  should  have  been  here  by  this  time,  particularly  the 
latter.  A  telegram  from  Captain  Leet  and  also  one  from  General  Max 
Weber  locates  Longstreet  in  the  Valley,  marching  here.  A  telegram 
from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  received  on  the  9th  stated  that  his 
(Longstreet’s)  corps  was  still  at  Petersburg.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
Lieiitenant-General  Grant  in  reference  to  the  truth  of  this  report.  Gen¬ 
eral  Eai’ly’s  train  ift  a  very  small  one — not  to  exceed  250  ivagons — and 
the  stories  about  accumulated  plunder  from  Maryland  are  untrue.  I 
am  exceedingiy  anxious  to  hear  whether  Longstreet  has  left  to  come 
here  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Winchester,  Va.,  August  17^  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  11  ]}.  m.) 

General  MerritPs  division  of  cavalry  was  attacked  yesterday  after¬ 
noon  on  north  side  of  the  Shenandoah  by  Kershaw’s  division,  of  Long- 
street’s  corps,  and  Wickham’s  and  Lomax’s  brigades  of  cavalry.  After 
a  very  handsome  cavalry  fight  the  enemy  were  badly  beaten,  with  a 
loss  of  2  stand  of  colors,  24  officers,  and  276  men  prisoners.  Most  of 
the  prisoners  are  from  Longstreet’s  corps  and  Kershaw’s  division. 
They  came  across  the  mountains  from  Culpeper,  and  report  large 
re-enforcements  from  Lee’s  army  arriving.  The  cavalry  made  some 
handvsome  saber  charges,  in  which  most  of  the  iirisoners  were  captured. 
Colonel  Devin  was  slightly  wounded,  but  continued  in  the  saddle. 
General  Custer  made  a  very  narrow  escape.  Only  Devin’s  and  Cus¬ 
ter’s  brigades  were  engaged.  I  am  moving  my  command  to  take  up 
the  position  near  Berryville,  which  I  advised  you  of  heretofore. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

M  aj or- General  Halle c k. 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Halltown,  W.  Va.,  Angust  1864 — 10.60  p.  m. 

(Received  2  a.  m.  23d.) 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  crossed  Opecpion  Creek  at  different 
crossings  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  or  Middleway,  and  advanced  on 
my  position  at  Welch’s  S£)ring,  two  miles  west  of  Charlestown.  Some 
skirmishing  took  place  on  the  front  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  of  General 
Crook’s  command  during  the  day.  The  skirmish  line  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  drove  the  enemy  from  the  crest  that  they  occupied  in  front  of 
that  corps.  Skirmishing  also  took  place  with  cavalry  at  Summit  Point 
and  Berryville,  but  of  not  much  moment.  My  position  at  best  being  a 
very  bad  one,  and,  as  there  is  much  depending  on  this  army,  I  fell  back 
and  took  a  new  position  in  front  of  11  alltown,  without  loss  or  opposi¬ 
tion.  This  morning  the  enemy  followed  up,  and  some  little  skirmishing 
has  taken  place,  but  of  no  (*onsequence.  My  loss  yesterday  was  275. 
Prisoners  cai)tured  to-day  report  tlie  whole  of  the  enemy  her(‘,  with 
Longstreet.  This  latter  1  do  not  believe.  One  of  his  divisions  is  here. 
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Ko  rebels  in  Martinsburg  up  to  yesterday.  Torbert  is  at  Sheplierdstown 
with  bis  cavalry,  connecting  with  my  riglit  at  this  place.  No  enemy 
has  crossed  the  Potomac,  nor  do  I  believe  they  will.  Averell  is  on  the 
north  side  watching  the  fords  above  Shenherdstown. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- Genera  1. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  fStaff. 


Halltown,  YY.  Va.,  August  23^  1861 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  2  a.  m.  24th.) 

I  have  nothing  important  to  communicate  to-night.  The  enemy  seem 
to  be  in  very  strong  force.  I  made  a  reconnaissance  on  botli  my  right 
and  left  flanks  this  afternoon  with  cavalry.  Found  Fitzhugh  Lee’s 
cavalry  division  and  infantry  on  my  left  flank,  on  a  little  stream  called 
Cat-tail  Run,  Lee’s  cavalry  pickets  extending  to  the  Shenandoah.  On 
the  right  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery  were  found  at  Flowing  Spring. 
No  prisoners  captured.  It  is  reported  by  scouts,  left  behind  by  me  near 
Winchester,  that  both  Pickett’s  and  Field’s  divisions  are  here.  This 
information  is  reported  by  them  as  coming  from  a  IJnionmau,  at  whose 
house  they  were  concealed.  They  did  not  see  them.  Dispatches  from 
City  Point  contradict  this  positively.  I  have  made  my  position  here 
very  strong.  I  do  not  believe  that  Pickett’s  and  Field’s  divisions  are 
here.  YYill  know  to-morrow.  These  various  reports  are  embarrassing. 
I  have  inirsned  a  cautious  policy  and  on  the  defensive.  There  have 
been  heavy  rains  in  the  mountains.  Kelley  has  notified  me  to  look  out 
for  the  pontoon  bridges. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Halltown,  W.  Va.,  August  24^  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  12.30  a.  m.  25th.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  affairs  here  in  about  the  same  condition 
as  yesterday.  This  morning  General  Crook  made  a  reconnaissance, 
driving  in  the  enemy’s  advance  line,  punishing  liiin  severely,  and  cap¬ 
turing  twenty  men  belonging  to  Early’s  corps.  General  Emory  made 
a  reconnaissance  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  strong  force  in  his  front. 
I  will  commence  operations  with  the  cavalry  to-morrow.  I  had  cavalry 
at  Martinsburg  last  night.  No  rebels  there.  The  enemy  have  had  a 
small  infantry  force  there.  Notliing  has  passed  through  Snicker’s  Gap. 
The  enemy  appears  in  doubt  as  to  what  he  can  do.  I  think  I  can  com¬ 
pel  him  to  abandon  his  present  position.  My  re})orts  of  to-day  confirm 
the  constant  reports  that  I  have  been  receiving,  namely,  that  Pickett’s 
and  Field’s  divisions  have  joined  Early. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

Maj,  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Halltown,  W.  Ya.^  August  25^  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  presence  here  of  a  large  portion  of  Long- 
street’s  corps,  General  Anderson  commanding.  Early  and  Breckin¬ 
ridge  moved  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Shepherdstown  and  were 
met  by  our  cavalry  near  Kearneysvilie  not  far  from  Blue  Spring  or  Lee- 
town.  The  cavalry  was  opposed  by  Breckinridge’s  corps.  After  some 
skirmishing,  Wilson’s  division  was  ordered  into  its  present  position 
here,  and  Merritt  to  Shepherdstown.  Alerritt  was  followed  and  had  to 
leave  Shepherdstown  and  fall  back  here.  Ouster  crossing  to  the  north 
side  at  Shepherdstown.  It  is  possible  that  1  may  have  to  cross  the 
river  to  the  north  side,  should  the  enemy  cross.  I  have  not  yet  cap¬ 
tured  prisoners  from  any  but  Kershaw’s  division,  of  Longstreet’s  corps, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  of  General  Anderson,  Avho  is  temporarily  in  com¬ 
mand  of  that  cor])S,  being  here.  I  have  not  heard  from  General  Grant 
for  three  or  four  days.  llaA^e  you  anything  from  him? 

P.  II.  SITEEIDAK, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  ITalleck, 

Chief  of  iSfafjr. 


Hallto  wn,  Yv.  V^a.,  August  26,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  10  a.  m.  27th.) 

The  movement  of  the  enemy  toward  Shepherdstown  yesterday 
amounted  to  nothing.  It  did  not  disturb  me  nor  cause  me  to  make 
any  changes,  except  to  send  one  division  of  cavalry  to  Antietam  Greek, 
on  the  north  side.  Ko  attempt  Avas  made  to  cross  the  ford,  although 
it  was  left  ojAen  for  the  enemy.  They  must  have  retired  to  the  vicinity 
of  CharlestoAvn.  Averell  reports  caA^alry  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams¬ 
port  and  an  attempt  to  cross;  but  no  serious  effort  was  made.  This 
evening  General  Grook  made  a  dash  and  droA^e  in  their  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Lowell  took  advantage  of  it  to 
make  a  caA^alry  charge,  capturing  seven  officers  and  sixty-nine  x)rivates 
of  KershaAv’s  division.  Among  the  officers  is  one  lieutenant-colonel. 
I  think  I  can  manage  this  affair.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  be  very 
]Arudent,  everything  considered. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Halt/J'OAVN,  W.  VA,,  August  27,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8  j).  m.) 

The  enemy  left  my  front  last  night,  falling  back  to  Smithfield  or  Mid¬ 
dleway.  We  captured  101  prisoners  yesterday,  and  inflicted  a  loss  of 
150  killed  and  wounded.  There  have  been  a  Icav  feints  to  cross  the 
river  by  cavalry  at  Williamsport,  but  there  Avas  no  strength  shown. 
The  indications  to-day  are  that  they  Avill  fall  back  out  of  the  Valley. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAK, 

Alajor- General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff’. 
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Camp  on  Smitpifield  Pike, 

Three  Miles  and  a  half  from  8mithfield,  Va., 
August  28^  1864 — 8.30  p.  m.  (Peceivecl  1.30  a.  m.  29tli.) 

The  enemy  yesterday  and  the  night  before  moved  from  my  front,  con¬ 
centrating  at  Leetown  and  SmithfieJd.  To-day  I  moved  on  these 
points,  ddie  enemy  last  night  and  this  morning  moved  from  tliese 
points  to  Bunker  Hill,  holding  the  crossing  of  the  Opeqiion,  leaving 
their  cavalry  at  Leetown  and  Smithfield.  General  Alerritt,  with  the 
First  Cavalry  Division,  attacked  them  at  Leetown,  drove  tliem  from 
that  place,  and,  after  a  handsome  engagement,  routed  them  at  Smith- 
lield  and  drove  them  across  Opecpion  Creek.  The  cavalry  engaged 
was  Fitz  Lee’s.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  pickets  on  the  west  bank  of 
Opeqnon  were  relieved  by  infantry  about  night-fall.  The  enemy  are 
concentrated  at  Bunker  Hill  from  all  reports.  AVhether  they  have  left 
that  point  for  Winchester  is  doubtful.  I  will  be  able  to  find  out  in  the 
morning.  Several  handsome  cavalry  charges  were  made  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  First  Division.  The  enemy  suffered  quite  severely.  Our 
loss  was  not  very  heavy. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- Ge')ieral. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok. 


Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  ^September  i,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 

Aver  ell,  who  was  at  Mgitosburg,  was  obliged  to  fall  back  to  a  point 
between  Hainesville  an  oWrmam  sport.  I  think  that  he  will  be  able  to 
advance  again  to-day.  The  two  divisions  sent  to  the  rear  have  not  yet 
accomplished  anything,  even  to  giving  me  information  Avhether  the 
enemy  had  sent  any  considerable  force  of  troops  from  the  A^alley.  I 
wanted  to  get  between  Strasburg  and  the  remaining  force.  For  this 
1‘eason  I  have  remained  quiet  here  for  the  last  day  or  two.  The  reports  of 
tlie  jieople  are  that  the  troops  have  been  ordered  back  to  Richmond. 
As  yet,  I  have  no  good  reason  to  believe  that  any  have  left. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  heard  from  Averell.  As  I  supposed,  the  affair  was 
not  of  much  consequence,  and  he  is  going  back  to  Alartinsburg. 

P.  H.  S. 

Major-General  Halleok,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  September  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Yesterday  I  directed  Torbert,  with  his  cavaliy,  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets  on  the  Opeqnon  as  far  as  the  Front  Royal  pike,  and  to  reach  the 
Strasburg  pike  if  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information.  This 
was  done,  and  it  was  found  that  none  of  the  enemy’s  troops  had,  up  to 
that  time,  left  the  A^alley.  To-day  Averell  attacked  the  enemy  on  the 
AVinchester  and  Martinsburg  pike,  driving  Vaughn’s  cavalry  from 
Bunker  Hill,  capturing  some  of  his  wagon  train  and  a  number  of  pris¬ 
oners.  I  have  not  yet  received  Averell’s  official  report.  The  enemy’s 
infantry  commenced  moving  toward  Winchester  this  morning.  I  will 
move  to-night. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 
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Chaelestown,  W.  Ya.,  September  2^  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Official  dispatch  from  Averell  confirms  my  previous  telegram  and  the 
capture  of  20  or  25  wagons,  2  battle-flags,  and  some  prisoners.  Early 
and  his  command  commenced  moving  to-day.  I  have  sent  two  divis¬ 
ions  of  cavalry  to  the  Front  Eoyal  pike. 

P.  IT.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Clifton,  near  Berryville,  Ya., 

Septemher  4,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Yesterday  evening,  just  before  dark,  Kershaw’s  division  attacked 
Crook  on  the  Berryville  pike,  and  was  handsomely  repulsed,  with  a  loss 
of  50  prisoners  and  over  200  killed  and  wounded.  To-day  has  been 
spent  on  both  sides  without  any  results.  The  indications  look  to  an 
engagement  to-morrow. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAK, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  LT.  W.  Halleck^ 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Near  Berryville,  Ya.,  Septemher  5,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  12  m.  Gth.) 

In  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  I  supposed  that  an  engagement  would 
probably  take  place  to-day,  but  the  enemy  withdrew  during  the  night 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Opequon.  I  have  not  been  able  to  verify  the 
reports  that  any  portion  of  the  rebel  troops  in  the  Yalley  have  as  yet 
left  for  Eichmond.  Yesterday  and  to-day  I  have  had  prisoners  from 
Early’s  corps,  Kershaw’s  division,  and  from  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  cavalry.  I 
have  had  no  prisoners  from  Breckinridge’s  corps  for  three  days,  but 
have  had  other  information  from  prisoners,  from  scouts  who  have  been  to 
Winchester,  and  from  my  cavalry,  who  have  been  to  the  Front  Eoyal  and 
Strasburg  pike,  that  as  yet  no  rebel  troops  have  gone  toward  Eichmond. 

^  My  estimate  of  Early’s  force  is  about  27,000  infantry.  Captain  Blazer’s 
company  of  mounted  men,  of  General  Crook’s  command,  had  a  fight 
with  Mosby  yesterday.  Killed  2  officers  and  11  men  and  captured  G 
men ;  also  a  number  of  horses  and  equipments.  Our  cavalry  captured 
1  officer  and  3  men.  The  enemy’s  loss,  in  their  attack  on  General 
Crook  yesterday,  was  greater  than  I  first  reported.  They  left  a  num¬ 
ber  of  their  dead  unburied. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN. 

Major-General  Halleck. 


Near  Berryville,  Ya.,  Septemher  8,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.25  a.  m.  Otli.) 

Nothing  important  to  report  to-day.  I  moved  General  Crook  to 
Summit  Point  as  Eodes  moved  from  Stephenson’s  Depot  to  Brucctown. 
Yesterday  Wilson’s  cavalry  division  crossed  tlie  Opecpion  and  went  in 
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tlie  direction  of  Winchester ;  met  by  Kersliaw’s  division.  Kershaw  is 
on  Early’s  right,  covering  the  Berryville  pike.  I  telegraphed  you  some 
time  ago  that  Lieutenant-General  Anderson  was  here.  He  has  not 
assumed  command  (being  senior  to  Early),  as  only  a  part  of  his  corps 
is  here,  but  that  he  is  here  is  unquestionable.  There  is  no  truth  in  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  loss  of  Crook’s  ambulance  train.  Only  one 
ambulance  was  lost  and  some  twelve  or  thirteen  horses.  The  train 
was  attacked  and  badly  stampeded  by  six  of  Mosbv’s  men. 

P.  H.  SHElilDAK, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Near  Berryville,  Va.,  Seffemher  P,  1864—9.30  p.  on. 

(Keceived  8.30  a.  m.  10th.) 

Nothing  important  to  report  to-day.  My  cavalry  drove  the  pickets 
of  Breckinridge’s  corjis  from  Opeqnon  Creek,  burned  4  flouring  mills, 
and  captured  2  oflicers  and  8  men  of  Breckinridge’s  command.  The 
Potomac  rose  beyond  fording  last  night,  and  I  transferred  to  east  side 
of  Opeqnon  Creek  Averell’s  train  and  a  portion  of  his  cavalry,  still  hold¬ 
ing  Martinsburg  pike,  near  Bunker  Hill,  and  across  to  Gerrardstowu. 

P.  H.  SHEBIDAN, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Near  Berra^yille,  September  IS.,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  14th.) 

This  morning  I  sent  General  Getty’s  division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  to  the  crossing  of  the  Summit  Point  and 
Winchester  road,  over  Opequon  Creek,  to  develop  the  force  of  the 
enemy  at  the  crossing  in  that  vicinity.  Bodes’,  Ramseur’s,  Gordon’s, 
and  Wharton’s  divisions  were  found  on  the  west  bank.  At  the  same 
time  General  Wilson,  witli  McIntosh’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  dashed  up 
the  Winchester  pike,  drove  the  rebel  cavalry  at  a  run,  came  in  contact 
with  Kershaw’s  division,  charged  it,  and  captured  the  Eighth  South 
Carolina  Regiment  (16  oflicers  and  145  men)  and  its  battle-flag,  and 
Colonel  Henagan,  commanding  brigade,  with  a  loss  of  only  2  men  killed 
and  2  wounded.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Generals  Wilson,  McIntosh,  and 
Third  New  Jersey  and  Second  Ohio.  The  charge  was  a  gallant  one.  A 
portion  of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  Reserve  Brigade,  made  a  charge 
on  the  right  of  our  line  and  captured  1  officer  and  11  men  of  Gordon’s 
division  of  infantry.  Our  loss  in  the  reconnaissance  is  very  light. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Winchester,  September  19,  1864 — 7.30  p.  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  attacked  the  forces  of  General 
Earl}^  on  the  Berryville  pike  at  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek,  and 
after  a  most  stubborn  and  saiiguinary  engagement,  which  lasted  from 
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early  in  tlie  morning  nntil  5  o’clock  in  tke  evening,  completely  defeated 
liim,  and,  driving  him  tlirongii  Winchester,  cai)tnred  about  2,500  pris¬ 
oners,  5  pieces  of  artillery,  9  army  flags,  and  most  of  their  wounded. 
The  rebel  General  Kodes  and  General  Gordon  were  killed,*  and  three 
other  general  ofticers  wounded.  Most  of  the  enemy’s  wounded  and  all 
theii'  killed  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  losses  are  severe,  among  them 
General  D.  A.  Eussell,  commanding  division  in  the  Sixth  Corps,  Avho 
Avas  killed  by  a  cannon-ball.  Generals  IJiAton,  McIntosh,  and  Chap¬ 
man  are  wounded.  I  cannot  yet  tell  our  losses.  The  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  was  most  sui)erb.  They  charged  and  carried  every 
position  taken  ui)  by  the  rebels  from  Opequon*  Creek  to  Winchester. 
The  enemy  Avere  strong  in ‘number  and  very  obstinate  in  their  fighting. 
I  desire  to  mention  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  army  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Generals  Wright,  Crook,  Emory,  Torbert,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  their  command ;  to  them  the  country  is  indebted 
for  this  handsome  victory.  A  more  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded. 

P.  IT.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

Lieut eiiant-Geiieral  Grant. 


Strasrurg,  Septemher  30^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(ReceAed  21st.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  at  Strasburg.  My  troops 
were  so  much  fatigued  by  their  work  yesterday  that  I  was  only  able  to 
fellow  the  enemy  a  short  distance  south  of  Winchester  last  night.  My 
infantry  marched  from  Winchester  to  Strasburg  to-day.  1  could  not 
get  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  before  night.  Early  was  badly  whipped 
yesterday.  I  have  not  yet  received  full  reports.  The  enemy  left  in 
Winchester  over  3,000  wounded.  We  captured  5  pieces  of  artillery,  a 
number  of  caissons,  4,000  stand  of  small-arms.  My  estimate  of  Early’s 
loss  yesterday  is  over  7,000.  He  lost  the  following  general  officers : 
Rodes  and  GodAvin,  killed;  Gordon,  wounded  mortally;  Terry,  Hays, 
Eitz  Lee,  and  Bradley  Johnson,  Avounded.  General  Ramseur  reported 
by  citizens  as  Avounded ;  this  is  doubtful.  My  casualties  will  be  about 
4,000;  no  accurate  returns  received.  Colonel  Duval,  commanding 
division  in  Crook’s  army,  was  wounded.  General  Chairman  was  slightly 
Avounded;  he  is  now  on  duty. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Strasburg,  September  20^  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  21st.) 

In  consequence  of  a  report  that  I  received  from  Averell  that  Early 
had  marched  two  divisions  of  his  command  down  to  Martin sburg,  I 
changed  the  programme  that  I  spoke  about  when  I  saw  you  at  Charles¬ 
town,  and  moved  directly  up  the  Berryville  pike.  The  information 
that  Early  had  marched  two  divisions  to  Martinsburg  was  incorrect, 
and  I  found  his  Avhole  force,  excepting  KershaAv’s  division,  which 
was  at  Front  Royal,  in  my  front.  1  then  attempted,  by  swinging  round 

A  inifitake  as  to  Gordon.  Relereiice  is  probably  to  General  A.  C.  GodAvin,  \vlio 
was  killed. 
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my  left  flank,  to  cut  liim  off  from  Winchester.  Tliis  movement  would 
have  been  entirely  successful  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  unfortunate 
giving  way  of  a  part  of  Eicketts’  division,  Sixth  Coitus,  and  a  portion 
of  the  Mneteenth  Corps,  which  came  back  in  confusion.  This  mishaj) 
was  soon  remedied  by  the  good  conduct  of  Upton’s  brigade,  of  the  First 
Division,  Sixth  Corps.  The  enemy  then  attemi)ted  to  turn  my  right 
flank,  but  General  Crook,  who  was  up  to  that  time  held  in  reserve, 
went  in  and  turned  their  left.  Our  whole  line  then  advanced  beauti¬ 
fully,  routing  the  enemy  at  every  i^oint.  From  the  best  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  that  I  have  Early’s  strength  is  much  greater  than  your  esti¬ 
mate.  The  people  of  Winchester  say  that  Early  had  yesterday  on  the 
field  28,000  infantry.  One  of  my  staff,  who  was  captured  yesterday,  and 
released  by  Early  near  this  place  this  morning,  and  saw  all  their  force, 
estimates  it  at  least  that  number.  I  can  scarcely  think,  however,  that 
it  is  as  high  as  these  figures.  The  engagement  was  a  very  handsome 
one,  the  lines  at  different  points  being  in  the  open  field. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

.  Major-General, 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Strasburg,  September  21^  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  22d.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Wilson’s  cavalry  division 
charged  the  enemy  at  Front  Royal  this  morning,  and  drove  them  from 
Front  Royal  up  the  Luray  Yafley  for  a  distance  of  six  miles.  I  directed 
two  brigades  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division,  with  General  V/ilson’s  di¬ 
vision,  to  follow  the  enemy  up  that  valley  and  to  push  them  vigorously. 
The  enemy’s  infantry  occupy  a  very  strongly  fortified  position  in  my 
front,  across  tlie  Strasburg  valley.  Heavy  fighting  occurred  during 
the  day  between  the  Sixth  Corps  and  the  enemy,  and  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing  a  sharp  fight  took  place  between  a  brigade  of  the  Second  Division, 
Sixth  Corps,  and  two  or  three  regiments  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixth 
Corps,  [and  the  enemy,]  in  which  the  enemy  was  driven  from  a  strong 
crest,  and  the  crest  held. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

LieutenantrGeneral  Grant. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Six  Milee  from  lUood,9focA’,  September  22.^1864 — 11.30 p.  m. 

(Received  2.3d.) 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  achieved  a  most  signal  victory  over 
the  army  of  General  Early  at  Fisher’s  Hill  to-day.  1  found  the  rebel 
army  posted  with  its  right  resting  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  extending  across  the  Strasburg  valley  westward  to  North  Moun^ 
tain,  occupying  a  position  which  appeared  almost  imi)regnable.  After 
a  great  deal  of  maneuvering  during  the  day.  General  Crook’s  com¬ 
mand  was  transferred  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  on  North  Moun¬ 
tain,  and  he  furiously  attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line,  carrying 
everything  before  him.  While  Crook  was  driving  the  enemy  in  the 
greatest  confusion  and  sweeping  down  behind  their  breast-works,  the 
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Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  attacked  the  rebel  works  in  front, 
and  the  whole  rebel  army  apj .eared  to  be  broken  nj).  They  fled  in  the 
ntmost  confusion.  Sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured ;  also  a 
great  many  caissons,  artillery  horses,  &c.  1  am  to-night  pushing  on 

down  the  Valley.  I  cannot  say  how  many  prisoners  I  have  captured, 
nor  do  I  know  either  my  own  or  the  enemy’s  casualties;  only  darkness 
has  saved  the  whole  of  Early’s  army  from  total  destruction.  My  attack 
could  not  be  made  until  4  o’clock  in  the  evening,  which  left  but  little 
daylight  to  operate  in.  The  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions  w’ent 
down" Luray  Valley  to-day,  and  if  they  pnsli  on  vigorously  to  the  main 
valley,  the  result  of  this  day’s  engagement  will  be  still  more  signal. 
The  victory  was  very  compjete.  A  more  detailed  report  will  be  made 
as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  the  necessary  data. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

M ajor-  General,  Comm anding. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Woodstocl{,  Va.j  September  23^  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

I  cannot  as  yet  give  you  any  definite  account  of  the  results  of  the 
battle  of  yesterday;  our  loss  will  be  light.  General  Crook  struck  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  doubled  it  up,  advancing  down  along  their 
line.  Ricketts’  division,  of  Sixth  Army  Corj^s,  swung  in  and  joined 
Crook,  Getty’s  and  Wheaton’s  divisions  taking  up  the  same  movement, 
followed  by  the  Avhole  line,  and,  attacking  beautifully,  carried  the 
works  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  threw  down  their  arms  and  fled  in 
the  greatest  confusion,  abandoning  most  of  their  artillery.  It  was 
dark  before  the  battle  ended.  I  pursued  on  after  the  enemy  during  the 
night  to  this  point,  with  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  and 
have  stopped  here  to  rest  the  men  and  issue  rations.  If  General  Tor- 
bert  has  pushed  down  the  Luray  V alley  according  to  my  directions,  he 
will  achieve  great  results.  I  do  not  think  that  there  ever  was  an  army 
so  badly  routed.  The  Valley  soldiers  are  hiding  away  and  going  to 
their  homes.  I  cannot  at  present  give  you  any  estimate  of  prisoners. 
I  pushed  on  regardless  of  everything.  The  number  of  pieces  of  artillery 
reported  captured  is  sixteen. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General, 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Tivo  Miles  from  Edenhnrg,  September  24,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  25th.) 

The  result  of  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill  gives  us  20  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  1,100  prisoners  of  war,  a  large  amount  of  artillery  ammunition, 
caissons,  limbers,  &c.  Early  expected  to  stay  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  had 
placed  all  his  artillery  ammunition  behind  the  breast-works.  A  large 
amount  of  intrenching  tools,  small-arms,  and  debris  were  also  taken; 
no  accurate  list  received.  I  have  been  disai)pointed  in  the  cavalry 
operations  which  were  to  have  formed  a  j)art  of  this  battle.  My  advance 
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was  near  Mount  Jackson  last  night.  Tlie  wliole  army  is  now  moving 
forward.  The  country  and  small  towns  throngli  this  valley  have  a 
great  many  of  the  enemy’s  wounded. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

M((jor- General^  Commandmc). 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commandiiicf  Armies  of  the  United  tStates. 


Six  Miles  South  of  New'  Market, 
September  1864 — 11.30  p.  m.  (Received  2Gth.) 

1  hdve  the  honor  to  report  that  I  drove  the  enemy  from  Mount  Jack- 
son  to  six  miles  beyond  New  Market  without  being  able  to  bring  on  an 
engagement.  The  enemy  moved  rapidly.  I  had  no  cavalry  present  to 
hold  them.  General  Torbert  attacked  Wickham’s  men  at  Luray,  and 
captured  100  prisoners.  I  have  found  rebel  hospitals  in  all  the  towns 
from  Winchester  up  to  this  place,  all  containing  a  number  of  wounded. 
I  am  now  eighty  miles  from  Martinsburg,  and  find  it  exceedingly  diffi¬ 
cult  to  supply  this  army.  The  engagements  of  Winchester  and  Fisher’s 
Hill  broke  up  my  original  plan  of  pushing  up  the  Valley  with  a  certain 
amount  of  supplies  and  then  returning.  There  is  not  sufficient  in  the 
Valley  to  live  off  the  country.  I  should  have  mentioned  some  days  ago 
that  Kershaw’s  division  left  for  Richmond  about  the  16th  or  17th  of 
September.  When  I  last  heard  from  it  it  was  at  Sperryville.  It  is 
rei)orted  to  me  that  it  has  returned  to  the  Valley.  No  other  troops 
have  left  Early,  either  of  cavalry  or  infantry.  Breckinridge  has  gone 
ill  person  to  command  the  Department  of  the  Southwest. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

.  Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Harrisonburg,  September  25^  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  27th.) 

I  pressed  the  enemy  hard  yesterday ;  at  the  same  time  pushed  forward 
Colonel  Powell’s  cavalry  through  Timberville,  and  struck  the  Valley 
pike  in  his  rear.  This  latter  movement  stampeded  him  so  badly  that 
late  last  evening  he  gave  up  the  Valley  pike  and  struck  off'  toward 
Keezletown  and  Port  Republic,  leaving  the  entire  valley  way  free.  All 
my  infantry  arrived  at  Harrisonburg  at  4  p.  m.  to-day.  Colonel  Pow¬ 
ell’s  cavalry  reached  Mount  Crawford  to-night.  Torbert’s  cavalry  over¬ 
took  me  this  evening.  Its  operations  in  the  Luray  Valley,  on  which  I 
calculated  so  much,  were  an  entire  failure.  They  were  held  at  Milford, 
by  two  small  brigades  of  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry,  and  then  fell  back  toward 
Front  Royal  until  after  they  had.  learned  of  our  success  at  Fisher’s 
Hill.  They  then  proceeded  up  the  valley  again,  encountering  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  at  Luray,  capturing  some  75  or  80  men  and  horses; 
then  joined  me,  via  New  Market.  Powell’s  cavalry  whipped  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  near  Harrisonburg  yesterday;  captured 
and  burned  9  wagons.  I  find  at  this  place  450  wounded.  I  am  now 
ninety-four  miles  from  Martinsburg  and  104  miles  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 
1  will  send  a  column  of  cavalry  to  Staunton  to-morrow  morning,  and 
will  probably  follow  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Port  Republic  with 
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the  infantry.  Every  hour  brings  me  additional  information  of  the 
demoralization  of  Early’s  army.  Eeports  late  this  evening  say  that  he 
is  moving  toward  Charlottesville;  other  reports  are  that  he  is  going  to 
Wayuesborough.  The  part  that  I  expected  the  cavalry  to  accomplish 
at  Fisher’s  Hill  was  a  complete  failure.  I  have  relieved  Averell  from 
his  command.  Instead  of  following  the  enemy  when  he  was  broken  at 
Fisher’s  Hill,  so  that  there  was  not  a  cavalry  organization  left,  he 
went  into  camp,  and  let  me  pursue  the  enemy  for  a  distance  of  fifteen 
miles  with  infantry  during  the  night.  Early  burned  quite  a  number  ot 
wagons  on  his  way  up  the  Valley.  He  also  abandoned  two  caissons  on 
the"  Keezletown  road  not  far  from  this  place. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAX, 

Major-General. 

Lieuten  an t- G ener al  Gran t . 


Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  26^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

'  (Eeceived  October  1.) 

General  :  I  see  a  paragraph  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers  that  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps  was  late  in  coming  into  the  fight  at  Winchester. 
I  was  entirely  unconscious  of  this  until  I  saw  it  in  the  papers.  This 
statement  was  made  by  E.  L.  Shelley.  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  incor¬ 
rect,  and  that  this  correspondent  was  arrested  by  my  order  on  a 
previous  occasion  for  writing  untruthful  accounts. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General j  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Harrisonburg,  September  29^  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  October  2.) 

In  my  last  dispatch  I  informed  you  that  I  pressed  Early  so  closely 
through  New  Alarket,  at  the  same  time  sending  cavalry  around  his 
tlank,  that  he  gave  up  the  Valley  and  took  to  the  mountains,  passing 
through  Brown’s  Gap.  I  kept  up  the  pursuit  to  Port  Eepublic, 
destroying  75  wagons  and  4  caissons.  I  sent  General  Torbert,  who 
overtook  me  at  Harrisonburg,  to  Staunton  with  Wilson’s  division  of 
cavalry  and  one  brigade  of  Merritt’s.  Torbert  entered  Staunton  on  the 
2Gth,  and  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  rebel  Government  x>roperty — 
harness,  saddles,  small-arms,  hard  bread,  flour,  repair  shops,  &c.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Waynesborough,  destroying  the  iron  bridge  over  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah,  seven  miles  of  track,  the  depot 
buildings.  Government  tannery,  and  a  large  amount  of  leather,  flour, 
and  stores,  &c.,  at  that  place.  He  found  the  tunnel  defended  by  in¬ 
fantry,  and  retired  via  Staunton,  destroying,  according  to  your  orig¬ 
inal  instructions  to  me.  This  morning  I  sent  around  Merritt’s  and 
Custer’s  divisions,  via  Piedmont,  to  burn  grain,  &c.,  pursuant  to  your 
instructions.  My  impression  is  that  most  ol  the  troops  which  Early 
had  left  passed  through  the  mountains  to  Charlottesville.  Kershaw’s 
division  came  to  his  assistance,  and,  I  think,  passed  along  the  west  base 
of  the  mountains  to  Waynesborough.  The  advance  of  my  infantry  is 
at  Mount  Crawford,  eight  miles  south  of  Harrisonburg.  I  will  go  on 
and  clean  out  the  Valley.  I  am  getting  twenty-five  to  forty  prisoners 
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daily,  who  come  in  from  the  mountains  on  each  side  and  deliver  them¬ 
selves  up.  From  the  most  reliable  accounts,  Early’s  army  was  com¬ 
pletely  broken  up  and  is  dispirited.  It  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  for 
me  to  carry  the  infantry  column  over  the  mountains  and  strike  at  the 
Central  road.  I  cannot  accumulate  sufficient  stores  to  do  so,  and  think 
it  best  to  take  some  position  near  Front  Eoyal,  and  operate  with  the 
cavalry  and  infantry.  I  Avill,  however,  stay  here  for  a  few  days. 
Kershaw  had  not  reached  Eichmond,  but  was  somewhere  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Gordonsville,  Avlien  he  received  orders  to  rejoin  Early.  The 
destruction  of  the  grain  and  forage  from  here  to  Staunton  will  be  a 
terrible  blow  to  them.  All  tiie  grain,  forage,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Staunton  was  retained  for  the  use  of  Early’s  army 5  all  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Valley  Avas  shipx)ed  to  Eichmond  for  the  use  of  Lee’s  army. 
The  country  from  here  to  Staunton  was  abundantly  supplied  with 
forage  and  grain,  &c. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAK, 

Major- OeneraL 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Woodstock,  October  7,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  0th.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  my  command  at  this  point  to-night.  I 
commenced  moving  back  from  Port  Eepublic,  Mount  Crawford,  Bridge- 
water,  and  Harrisonburg  yesterday  morning.  The  grain  and  forage  in 
adAmnce  of  these  points  up  to  Staunton  had  previously  been  destroyed. 
In  moving  back  to  this  point  the  whole  country  from  the  Blue  Eidge  to 
the  Korth  Mountains  has  been  made  untenable  for  a  rebel  army.  I  have 
destroyed  over  2,000  barns  fllled  with  wheat,  hay,  and  farming  imple¬ 
ments;  over  seventy  mills  filled  Avith  flour  and  wheat;  have  driven 
in  front  of  the  army  over  4[,000]  head  of  stock,  and  haA^e  killed 
and  issued  to  the  trooi)s  not  less  than  3,000  sheep.  This  destruc¬ 
tion  embraces  the  Luray  Valley  and  Little  Fort  A^alley,  as  well  as  the 
main  valley.  A  large  number  of  horses  have  been  obtained,  a  proper 
estimate  of  Avhich  I  cannot  now  make.  Lieut.  John  E.  Meigs,  my 
engineer  officer,  was  murdered  beyond  Harrisonburg,  near  Dayton.  For 
this  atrocious  act  all  the  houses  Avithin  an  area  of  fiA^e  miles  were 
burned.  Since  I  came  into  the  Valley,  from  Harper’s  Ferry  up  to  Har¬ 
risonburg,  every  train,  every  small  party,  and  every  straggler  lias  been 
bushwhacked  by  i)eople,  many  of  Avhom  have  protection  papers  from 
commanders  Avho  liaA^e  been  hitherto  in  this  A^alley.  From  the  vicinity 
of  Harrisonburg  over  400  Avagon-loads  of  refugees  have  been  sent  back 
to  Martinsburg;  most  of  these  people  were  Hunkers  and  had  been 
conscripted.  The  peoide  here  are  getting  sick  of  the  Avar ;  heretofore 
they  have  had  no  reason  to  complain,  because  they  have  been  living  in 
great  abundance.  I  have  not  been  followed  by  the  enemy  up  to  this 
point,  with,  the  exception  of  a  small  force  of  rebel  caA^alry  that  showed 
themselves  some  distance  behind  my  rear  guard  to-day.  A  party  of 
100  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  which  I  had  stationed  at  the  bridge 
over  the  Korth  Shenandoah,  near  Mount  elackson,  Avas  attacked  by 
McNeill,  Avith  seventeen  men;  report  they  Avere  asleep,  and  the  Avhole 
party  dispersed  or  captured.  I  think  that  they  aaEI  all  turn  up ;  I  learn 
that  fifty-six  of  them  have  reached  Winchester.  McNeill  Avas  mortally 
wounded  and  fell  into  our  liands.  This  Avas  fortunate,  as  he  was  the 
most  daring  and  dangerous  of  all  the  bushAyhackers  in  this  section  of  the 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


31 


country.  I  would  have  preferred  sending  troops  to  you  by  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad;  it  would  have  been  the  quickest  and  most  concealed 
way  of  sending  them.  The  keeping  open  of  the  road  to  Front  Eoyal 
^  will  require  large  guards  to  protect  it  against  a  very  small  number  of 
l)artisan  troops.  It  also  obliges  me  to  have  a  pontoon  train,  if  it  is  to 
be  kept  open,  to  bridge  the  Shenandoah  and  keep  up  communication 
with  Winchester.  However,  in  a  day  or  two  I  can  tell  better.  I  sent 
a  party  of  cavalry  through  Thornton’s  Ga]),  and  directed  the  balance  of 
the  division  of  cavaliy  which  I  have  left  in  the  Valley  to  take  position 
at  Millwood,  occupying  Chester  Gap  and  Front  Eoyal.  Thornton’s  Gap 
I  have  given  up,  as  of  no  value.  With  this  disposition  of  forces,  I  will 
move  infantry  round  the  mountains,  via  Strasburg,  as  soon  as  possible. 
To-morrow  1  will  continue  the  destruction  of  wheat,  forage,  &c.,  down 
to  Fisher’s  Hill.  When  this  is  completed  the  Valley,  from  Winchester 
ui)  to  Staunton,  ninety-two  miles,  will  have  but  little  in  it  for  man  or 
beast.  In  previous  dispatches  I  have  used  “  lower  Valley”  when  I 
should  have  said  upper  Valley,”  or,  in  other  Avords,  in  my  last  dispatch 
I  intended  to  say  that  the  grain  and  forage  from  Staunton  up  to  Lex¬ 
ington  had  been  sent  to  Eichmond,  and  that  the  grain  and  forage  from 
Staunton  to  Strasburg  had  been  left  for  the  wintering  of  Early’s  army. 
Yesterday  Colonel  Powell  cai^tured  a  guerrilla  camp  on  the  mountains, 
with  ten  wagons  and  teams. 

P.  H.  SHEEIHAY, 

♦  Major-  General. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Strasburg,  October  9^  1864 — 12  midnight. 

(Eeceived  11th.) 

In  coming  back  to  this  point  I  Avas  not  followed  in  until  late  yester¬ 
day,  AApen  a  large  force  of  cavalry  appeared  in  my  rear.  I  then  halted 
the  command  to  offer  battle  by  attacking  the  enemy.  I  became  satis- 
lied  that  it  was  only  all  the  rebel  cavalry  of  the  Valley  commanded  by 
Eosser,  and  directed  Torbert  to  attack  at  daylight  this  morning  and 
finish  this  SaAuor  of  the  Valley.”  The  attack  was  handsomely  made. 
Custer,  commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division,  charged  on  the  Back  road, 
and  Merritt,  commanding  First  Cavalry  Division,  on  the  Strasburg  pike. 
Merritt  captured  five  pieces  of  artillery.  Custer  captured  six  pieces 
of  artillery,  with  caissons,  battery  forge,  &c.  The  tAvo  divisions  ca^v 
tured  thirW-seven  Avagons,  ambulances,  &c..  Among  the  wagons  cap¬ 
tured  are  the  headquarters  Avagons  of  Eosser,  Lomax,  and  Wickham, 
ami  Colonel  Pollard  [Munford'?].  The  number  of  i)risoners  captured 
Avill  be  about  330.  The  enemy  after  being  charged  by  our  gallant  cav¬ 
alry  Avere  broken,  and  ran;  they  Avere  folloAved  by  our  men  on  the  jump 
twenty-six  miles  through  Mount  Jackson  and  across  the  North  Fork  of 
tlie  Shenandoal).  I  deemed  it  best  to  make  this  delay  of  one  day 
here  and  settle  this  neAv  cavalry  general.  Tlie  elewen  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  captured  to-day  make  thirty-six  pieces  of  artillery  cajAured  in  the 
Valley  since  the  19th  of  September.  Some  of  the  artillery  captured 
Avas  new  and  never  had  been  fired  before.  The  pieces  Avere  marked, 

Tredegar  Works.” 

P.  11.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General  Gr.ant, 


32  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.’,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

Cedar  Creek,  October  11^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  12tb.) 

I  liave  seen  no  signs  of  the  enemy  since  the  brilliant  engagement  of 
the  9th  instaot.  It  was  a  square  cavalry  tight,  in  which  the  enemy  was 
routed  beyond  my  power  to  describe.  He  lost  everything  carried  on 
wheels  except  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  when  last  seen  it  was  passing 
over  Rude’s  Hill,  near  l^ew  Market,  on  the  keen  run,  twenty-six  miles 
from  the  battle-field,  to  which  point  the  pursuit  was  kept  up.  The 
batterymen  and  horses,  &c.,  were  captured.  The  horses  were  all  in 
good  condition,  but  were  all  exchanged  by  «ur  own  cavalrymen  for 
their  broken-down  animals.  I  have  given  yon  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 
cleaning  out  of  the  stock,  forage,  wheat,  provisions,  <fec.,  in  the  Valley. 
The  casualties  of  the  9th  will  not  exceed  sixty  men.  The  100  men  of 
the  Eighth  Ohio,  dispersed  while  guarding  the  bridge  over  the  Korth 
.Shenandoah,  have  come  in,  except  the  officers.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tolies,  my  chief  quartermaster,  and  Asst.  Snrg.  Emil  Ohlenschlager, 
medical  inspector  on  my  staff,  were  both  mortally  wounded  by  guer¬ 
rillas  to-day,  on  their  way -to  join  me  from  Winchester;  they  were 
ambuscaded.  Three  men  were  killed  and  five  wounded  out  of  an  escort 
of  twenty-four.  The  refugees  from  Early’s  army,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
are  organizing  guerrilla  parties  and  are  becoming  very  formidable  and 
are  annoying  me  very  much.  I  know  of  no  way  to  exterminate  them 
except  to  burn  out  the  whole  country  and  let  the  people  go  North  or 
Sou  til.  If  I  attempt  to  capture  them  by  sending  out  parties,  they 
escape  to  the  mountains  on  fleet  horses. 

P.  H.  SLIERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Colonel  Powell,  commanding  cavalry  division,  on  the  5th  instant,  cut 
down  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Rapidan  and  threw  it  into  the  river. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Cedar  Creek,  October  19.,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  3  p.  m.  20th.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  army  at  Cedar  Creek  was  attacked 
this  morning  before  daylight  and  my  left  was  turned  and  driven  in 
confusion;  in  fact,  most  of  the  line  was  driven  in  confusion,  with  the 
loss  of  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  I  hastened  from  Winchester,  where 
I  was  on  my  return  from  Washington,  and  joined  the  army  between 
Middletown  and  Newtown,  having  been  driven  back  about  four  miles. 
I  here  took  the  aflair  in  hand  and  quickly  united  the  corps,  formed 
a  compact  line  of  battle  just  in  time  to  repulse  an  attack  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s,  which  was  handsomely  done  at  about  1  p.  m.  At  3  p.  m., 
after  some  changes  of  the  cavalry  from  the  left  to  the  right  flaid^,  1 
attacked  with  great  vigor,  driving  and  routing  the  enemy,  capturing, 
according  to  last  reports,  forty- three  pieces  of  artillery  and  very  many 
prisoners.  I  do  not  yet  know  the  number  of  my  casualties  or  the  losses 
of  the  enemy.  Wagon  trains,  ambulances,  and  caissons  in  large  num¬ 
bers,  are  in  onr  possession.  They  also  burned  some  of  their  trains. 
General  Ramsenr  is  a  prisoner  in  our  hands,  severely,  and  perhaps 
mortally,  wounded.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  General  Bidwell,  killed, 
and  Generals  Wright,  Grover,  and  Ricketts  wounded — Wright  slightly 
wounded.  Affairs  at  times  looked  badly,  but  by  the  gallantry  of  our 
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brave  officers  and  men  disaster  has  been  converted  into  a  splendid 
victory.  Darkness  again  intervened  to  slint  off  greater  results.  I 
now  occupy  Strasburg.  As  soon  as  obtained  I  will  send  you  further 
particulars. 

P.  II.  SHEKIDAIS^, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


'  Cedar  Creek,  Oetober  W,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 

(Keceived  12  m.  21st.) 

We  have  again  been  favored  by  a  great  victory — ^a  victory  won  from 
disaster  by  the  gallantry  of  our  officers  and  men.  The  attack  on  the 
enemy  was  made  about  3  p.  m.  by  a  left  half- wheel  of  the  whole  line, 
with  a  division  of  cavalry  turning  each  flank  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  line 
advancing.  The  enemy,  after  a  stubborn  resistance,  broke  and  fled,  and 
were  pushed  with  vigor.  The  artillery  captured  will  probably  be  over 
fifty  pieces — this,  of  course,  includes  what  was  captured  from  our  troops 
in  the  early  morning.  At  least  1,600  prisouers  have  been  brought  iu  ; 
also  wagons  and  ambulances  in  large  numbers.  This  morning  the 
cavalry  made  a  dash  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and  carried  it,  the  enemy  having 
fled  during  the  night,  leaving  only  a  small  rear  guard.  I  have  to  regret 
the  loss  of  many  valuable  officers  killed  and  wounded 5  among  them 
Col.  Joseph  Thoburn,  commanding  division  of  Crook’s  command,  killed  5 
Col.  C.  K.  Lowell,  commanding  Keserve  Cavalry  Brigade,  killed;  Col. 
J.  Howard  Kitching,  commanding  brigade,  wounded;  Col.  R.  S.  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  commanding  brigade,  woundecl  severely;  would  not  leave  the 
field.  I  cannot  yet  give  exact  details.  Many  of  our  men  captured  by 
the  enemy  in  the  morning  have  made  their  escape  and  are  coming  in. 
Ramseur,  commanding  division  in  Early’s  army,  died  this  morning. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Cedar  Creek,  Oetober  21^  1864 — 4  j).  m. 

(Received  6  p.  m.  23d.) 

I  pursued  the  routed  forces  of  the  enemy  nearly  to  Mount  Jackson, 
which  point  he  reached  during  the  night  of  the  19th  and  20th  without 
an  organized  regiment  of  his  army.  From  the  accounts  of  our  prisoners 
who  have  escaped  and  citizens  the  rout  was  complete.  About  2,0(10  of', 
the  enemy  broke  and  made  their  way  down  through  the  mountains  on 
the  left.  For  ten  miles  on  the  line  of  retreat  the  road  and  country  was 
covered, with  small-arms,  thrown  away  by  the  flying  rebels,  and  other 
debris.  Forty-eight  pieces  of  captured  artillery  are  now  at  my  head¬ 
quarters.  I  think  that  not  less  than  300  wagons  and  ambulances  were 
either  captured  or  destroyed.  The  accident  of  the  morning  turned  to 
our  advantage^  as  much  as  though  the  Avhole  movement  had  been 
planned.^  The  only  regret  1  have  is  the  capture,  in  the  early  morning, 
of  from  800-to  1,000  of  our  men.  General,  I  want  Getty,  of  the  Sixtli 
Corps,  and  the  brave  boys,  Merritt  and  Custer,  promoted  by  brevet. 
When  I  attacked  the  enemy  Merritt  and  Custer,  under  the  direction  ot 
Torbert,  fiercely  attacked  the  enemy’s  flanks,  and  when  he  broke  clos(*d 
in  after  dark  and  secured  the  artillery,  trains,  &c.  My  loss  in  killed 
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and  wounded  will  he  between  3,000  and  4,000.  I  am  now  sending  to 
tlie  W ar  Department  ten  battle-flags.  The  loss  of  artillery  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  was  7  from  Crook,  11  from  Emory,  6  fiom  Wright.  From  all  that  I 
can  learn  1  think  that  Early \s  re-enforcements  could  not  be  less  than 
12,000  men. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAN, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  25^  1864. 

(Eeceived  26th.) 

I  have  found  it  impossible  to  move  on  the  Central  railroad  as  you 
desired.  If  I  do  so  it  must  be  up  the  Valley  via  Swift  Kun  Gap,  or 
Brown’s  Gap,  or  across  via  Front  Eoyal  and  Chester  Gap.  To  move 
up  the  Valley  via  the  routes  designated  would  be  exceedingly  difQcult, 
on  account  of  supplies  and  forage,  and  would  demoralize  the  troops,  now 
in  magnificent  trim.  To  move  by  Chester  Gap  I  would  have  to  leave 
at  least  5,000  (the  whole  of  General  Crook’s)  in  the  Valley.  To  open 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad  would  require  a  corps  on  it  to 
protect  it,  which  would  leave  me  very  little  to  operate  with  successfully. 
To  advance  against  Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville  with  a  line  of  com¬ 
munication  up  this  valley  and  through  the  Blue  Eidge  is  impracticable. 
I  have  been  meditating  cavalry  operations  against  the  Central  railroad 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  can  be  made.  The  cavalry  has 
lost  largely  in  numbers  by  expiration  of  service,  and  is  not  half  so 
strong  as  it  was  six  weeks  ago.  The  battle  of  the  19th  still  increases 
in  results.  We  captured  forty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  caissons,  horses, 
and  all  the  appointments.  Twenty-four  of  the  above  number  were 
captured  from  us  in  the  morningq  these  I  returned,  and,  in  addition, 
allowed  the  batteries  to  refit  and  exchange,  and  have  left  twenty-four 
pieces  of  rebel  artillery,  with  caissons  complete,  which  I  will  send  to 
Washington  to-morrow.  All  the  ambulances  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
captured  by  the  enemy  were  retaken,  with  fifty-six  rebel  ambulances 
in  good  condition,  and  as  many  more  were  destroyed.  A  number  of 
wagons  and  ambulances  were  burned  unnecessarily  by  the  cavalry  in 
the  excitement;  not  less  than  300  wagons  and  ambulances  were  cap¬ 
tured  or  burned.  The  road  between  Cedar  Creek  and  Fisher’s  Hill  for 
three  miles  was  blocked  by  captured  artillery  and  wagons.  The  rebel 
army  did  not  stop  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  but  continued  to  Mount  Jackson  on 
the  night  after  the  battle,  and  on  to  New  Market  next  morning,  and 
perhaps  farther.  The  cavalry  pursuit  was  kept  up  to  a  point  between 
Edenburg  and  Mount  Jackson.  We  captured  fourteen  battle-flags,  ten 
of  which  I  sent  to  the  War  Department  and  have  four  more  yet  to  go. 
Persons  who  left  the  rebel  army  at  Mount  Jackson  report  it  broken  up 
and  demoralized  worse  than  it  ever  has  been.  Eest  assured,  general, 
I  will  strike,  and  strike  hard,  whenever  opportunity  offers.  I  am  anxious 
to  get  the  recruits  and  conscripts  for  this  army.  We  are  now  reduced 
to  an  effective  force  of  not  over  22,000  infantry.  From  the  accounts  of 
officers,  Early’s  infantry  when  he  attacked  me  was  25,000;  the  number 
of  cavalry  not  yet  known. 

P.  H.  HHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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Cedar  Creek^  Va.,  October  27^  1864 — 12  midnight. 

(Keceived  10  a.  m.  29tli.) 

I  made  a  demonstration  up  the  Luray  Yalley  yesterday  with  a  por¬ 
tion  of  PowelFs  division  of  cavalry,  and  to-day  made  a  reconnaissance 
up  the  Strasbnrg  valley  as  far  as  Woodstock  and  beyond.  Powell  met 
opposition  from  some  of  Lomax’s  cavalry  at  the  gorge  near  Milford, 
in  the  Luray  Yalley.  In  the  main  valley  nothing  was  found.  The 
enemy’s  infantry  was  reported  by  deserters  to  be  between  NTew  Market 
and  Harrisonburg,  with  Eosser  at  Mount  Jackson.  These,  with  other 
demonstrations  which  I  will  make,  will  secure  Augur  against  all  bat 
Mosbyand  the  numerous  robbers  that  now  infest  the  country,  and  which 
one  good  regiment  could  clear  out  any  time,  if  the  regimental  com¬ 
mander  had  spunk  enough  to  try.  There  is  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  one  at  Martinsburg,  and  one  at  Winchester,  which  is 
a  sufficient  mounted  force  to  keep  the  lower  Yalley  clear,  but  they  do 
not  do  it.  Brigadier-Creneral  Huffie  was  captured  between  Winchester 
and  Martinsburg.  I  respectfully  request  his  dismissal  from  the  service. 
I  think  him  a  trilling  man  and  a  poor  soldier.  He  was  captured  by  his 
own  stupidity. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDA^T, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Halleok, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Winchester,  Ya.,  November  i,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  9  j).  m.) 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report.  I  have  made  cavalry  demonstrations 
up  the  Luray  Yalley  and  up  the  main  valley  to  prevent  any  concentra¬ 
tion  on  Augur  in  taking  up  the  road.  NTothing  new  was  developed. 
Found  some  rebel  cavalry  at  Milford,  in  Luray  Yalley,  and  nothing 
north  of  Mount  Jackson,  in  the  main  valley.  There  cannot  be  anything 
but  Mosby’s  forces  to  annoy  Augur. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- Gmeral. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Newtown,  November  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

I  have  started  a  brigade  of  inlantry  this  morning  from  Winchester 
to  protect  the  railroad  working  parties.  I  sent  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
there  some  days  since.  I  have  had  a  small  division  of  cavalry  operating 
on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  LTpperville,  Paris, 
Bloomfield,  and  surrounding  country.  No  enemy  found  there,  nor  had 
anything  been  in  that  section  excepting  Mosby’s  command.  A  lot  of 
stock,  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle  were  brought  in  by  this  force,  and  the 
grain,  barns,  subsistence,  &c.,  so  far  as  practicable,  were  destroyed. 
Any  reports  that  you  may  have  heard  or  received  within  the  last  few 
days  of  large  raiding  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  of  a  concentration  of 
Mosby  near  Berryville,  are  untrue. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


Major-General  Halleck. 
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Kernstown,  November  12,  1864 — 10  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.  13tli.) 

Yesterday  evening  the  enemy’s  cavalry  made  a  demonstration  on  my 
front  south  of  Newtown,  and  my  scouts  reported  a  large  infantry  force 
having  moved  down  the  pike  to  Middletown  with  the  intention  of  attack¬ 
ing.  This  morning  1  had  everything  ready,  but  no  attack  was  made. 
About  1  p.  111.  I  moved  Custer’s  division  of  cavalry  up  the  Back  road  and 
the  Middle  road.  Pennington’s  brigade  met  two  brigades  of  Rosser’s  cav¬ 
alry  on  the  Back  road,  charged  them,  and  droA^e  them  at  a  run  four  or  five 
miles  and  across  Cedar  Creek,  capturing  some  prisoners.  While  this  Avas 
going  on  General  Powell  moA^ed  on  the  Front  Royal  pike  and  thence 
across  tOAvard  Middletown.  At  Nineveh  he  met  Lomax’s  caA^alry,  in¬ 
creased  by  what  is  called  John  Morgan’s  cavalry,  charged  it,  capturing 
all  of  Lomax’s  artillery  (two  pieces),  with  caissons,  horses,  artillerymen, 
&c.,  and  his  ammunition  train,  and  ran  his  cavalry  up  the  Luray  Valley 
for  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles.  One  brigade  of  Merritt’s  division 
moA^ed  up  the  pike  late  this  evening,  but  nothing  iin])ortant  occurred. 
Colonel  Dudley’s  brigade,  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  moA^ed  out  to  demon¬ 
strate  in  this  caA^alry  movement;  also  some  sharpshooters  of  the  Sixth 
Corps.  Our  losses  are  A^ery  slight.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Hull,  of  Pennington’s  brigade,  Avho  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  a 
charge.  Powell  captured  14  commissioned  officers,  200  privates,  and  2 
battle-fiags,  killed  several  officers,  and  brought  in  35  wounded.  As  yet 
I  have  seen  no  infantry,  and  think  the  report  of  the  scouts  untruthful. 

P.  H.  SHERIDxAN, 

3Iajor- General, 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Kernstoavn,  November  14,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 

The  reconnaissance  made  yesterday  by  the  cavalry  enables  me  to 
give  you  definite  information  of  the  recent  movements  of  the  enemy 
here.  Early  moved  with  his  Avhole  army  from  New  Market  on  the  same 
day  that  I  moved  back  from  Cedar  Creek,  under  the  impression,  so 
prisoners  say,  that  a  large  number  of  the  troops  here  had  been  sent 
North  on  account  of  the  election.  He  came  down  to  the  north  side  of 
Cedar  Creek  on  the  12th.  The  information  giA-en  by  my  scouts  was 
correct  in  every  particular.  Early’s  cavalry  having  been  driven  in  and 
broken  on  both  Hanks,  he  fell  back  in  great  haste  on  the  night  of  the 
12th  instant,  and,  according  to  reports  of  prisoners,  Avas  going  back  to 
New  Market.  Genoral  Torbert  pushed  on  to  Strasburg  yesterday, 
driAing  the  enemy  out  of  town  and  up  to  Fisher’s  Hill.  The  cavalry 
fight  of  Powell  and  Custer  was  A^ery  creditable.  Merritt  wa  s  but  slightly 
engaged  after  dark  with  the  enemy’s  infantry  on  the  pike.  The  result 
of  the  day’s  operations  Avas  20  commissioned  officers,  225  men,  2  pieces 
of  artillery,  3  caissons,  2  battle-fiags,  and  4  ammunition  Avagons  cii})- 
tured,  and  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Our  loss  Avas  only 
2  killed,  7  Avounded,  and  7  cajAtured.  The  railroad  Avill  soon  be  finished 
to  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  Creek.  I  can  then  get  long  forage  for 
oiir  ajiimals.  They  are  iioAV  sufiering  A^ery  much  from  the  cold  aa  eather 
and  insufficiency  of  food.  .  .  . 

P.  H.  8HERIDAN, 

Major-General, 

liieutenant  General  Grant. 
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Newtown,  Ya.,  November  15, 1864 — 12,30  a.  m. 

Early’s  army  did  not  stop  at  Eislier’s  Hill,  but  continued  its  retreat 
during  the  night  of  the  12th  back  to  New  Market.  From  the  reports  of 
prisoners  and  citizens  the  army  was  stampeded  by  the  attack  of  oiir 
cavalry  on  his  extreme  flanks.  I  regret  that  I  could  not  get  sufScient 
positive  information  of  Early’s  presence,  but  all  the  prisoners  captured 
early  in  the  day  were  cavalrymen  and  were  positive  that  no  infantry 
liad  come  this  way.  This  incorrect  information  was  true  so  far  as  they 
knew,  as  they  had  traveled  on  the  side  roads  and  could  not  see  any  of 
the  infantry.'  Citizens  report  John  Morgan’s  cavalry,  about  1,200 
strong,  as  the  only  organized  re-enforcement  that  Early  has  received, 
blit  that  the  army  has  been  increased  by  conscripts,  detailed  men,  and 
men  of  the  second  class — farmers.  They  report  Early’s  army  very  much 
increased  in  numbers. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major -General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

November  24,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  IT,  S.  Army, 

*  Chief  of  Staff,  Washmyton,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  prop¬ 
erty  captured  and  destroyed  and  lost  by  capture  by  the  Middle  Military 
Division  during  the  campaign  commencing  August  10  and  ending 
November  IG,  1861,  in  accordance  with  telegraphic  orders  received  from 
you. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Com  m  anding. 


Report  of  property  captured  and  destroyed  {from  the  enemy)  hy  the  Middle  Military  Division, 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding,  during  the  campaign  commencing  August  10, 
1864,  and  ending  November  16,  1864. 


Pieces  artillery . 

94 

Furnaces . . 

7 

Caissons . 

89 

Tanneries . 

4 

Limbers . 

8 

Railroad  depot 

1 

Forffes . 

6 

Locomotive  .  . . 

1 

Battery  wagon . . 

1 

Box-cars _ 

3 

Artillery  ammunition,  rounds. 

Army  wagons . . 

Ambulances . . 

Medical  wagons  . . 

Harness . sets.. 

Horse  equipments . do 

Battle-dags . 

Small-arms _  _ 

23, 000 
131 
137 

7 

1, 134 
1,  040 
40 
19.  230 

Wheat . 

Oats . 

Corn . 

Flour . 

Hav . 

Fodder  . 

Straw . 

Beef-cattle _ 

. . do... 

. .  .barrels.. 

. tons.. 

. do... 

. . do... 

435, 802 
20,  000 
77, 176 
874 
20,  397 
500 
450 
10,  918 

Small-arm  ammunition  .rounds  1,  061,  000 
Horses . .  3.772 

Slieej) . 

Swine . . . 

12,  000 
15,  000 
250 

iMules . . 

545 

Calves  . 

Flour  mills . 

71 

Bacon  and  hams. . . 

12,  000 

Woolen  mill . 

1 

Tobacco  . 

. do. .. 

10,  000 

Saw-mills . 

8 

Rails . 

_ miles.. 

917 

Powder  mill . 

1 

Potatoes . 

2,  500 

Saltpeter-works . 

Burns . . 

D 

1,200 

Cotton  yarn . 

.  ..])ounds.. 

1,  665 
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lieport  of  property  lost  hy  capture  by  the  Middle  Military  Division  during  the  campaign 
commencing  A  ugust  10,  1864,  and  ending  November  16,  1864. 


Pieces  artillery .  24 

Caissons .  19 

Forges .  16 

Battery  wagons .  3 

Artillery  ammnnition - rounds..  460 

Army  wagons . 86 

Ambulances .  48 


Medical  wagons .  2 

Harness . sets..  726 

Horse  ecinipments . do . . .  .525 

Small -arms .  1,849 

Small- arm  ammunition  . .  rounds . .  1, 200 

Horses  . .  359 

Mules .  564 


Most  of  the  articles  under  the  heading  ^^ost  by  capture were  re¬ 
captured  subsequently.  The  twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery  were  all 
recaptured. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 
Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Near  Kernstonm,  Va.,  Nor  ember  23,  1864. 


Winchester,  December  21, 1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

I  heard  from  General  Ouster  at  Harrisonburg.  He  is  in  fine  spirits, 
and  says  he  will,  he  hopes,  spend  his  Christmas  in  Lynchburg.  I  heard 
from  General  Torbert  last  night;  he  was  then  near  Sperryville.  The 
weather  is  so  very  bad — rain,  snow,  and  sleet — that  I  feel  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  about  the  horses.  There  are  about  8,000  men  on  this  raid;  no 
artillery  or  wagons. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN^, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


Winchester,  December  22, 1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  23d.) 

General  Custer  reports  that  at  or  near  Harrisonburg  he  encountered 
EossePs  division  of  cavalry,  supported  by  Eodes’  division  of  infantry, 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  having  marched  from  Waynesborough  to  meet 
him,  and  after  a  sharp  fight  before  daylight  lie  was  obliged  to  come 
back.  He  captured  2  battle-fiags  and  33  prisoners.  He  has  not  yet 
reported  to  me  the  particulars.  The  fight  was  between  Chapmaifs 
brigade,  of  Custer’s  division,  and  Payne’s  brigade,  of  Eosser’s  cavalry. 
Payne  charged  Chapman’s  camp,  but  C[hapman]  was  ready  for  him. 
General  Custer  reports  that  Eosser’s  division  and  Eodes’  division  came 
from  Waynesborough.  I  have  not  heard  from  Torbert,  but  sent  this 
evening  to  apprise  him  of  the  condition  of  affairs  with  Custer.  If 
Custer’s  information  is  correct,  it  will  for  a  while  help  Torbert.  The 
weather  here  is  intensely  cold,  and  the  ground  covered  with  snow.  I  am 
very  anxious  about  Torbert,  but  think  he  will  be  able  to  take  care  of 
himself.  Custer’s  men  and  animals  suffered  much. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAE, 

Major-  General. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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Winchester^  December  24^  1864. 

I  liave  no  information  from  General  Torbert.  Custer  bas  sent  in  bis 
report  of  affair  at  Lacey’s  Springs,  near  Harrisonburg,  between  Obap- 
man’s  brigade,  of  bis  division,  and  Payne’s  brigade,  of  Kosser’s.  He 
repulsed  and  drove  them,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  bis  return 
except  bad  weather  and  total  absence  of  forage.  Ouster  reports  his  loss, 
2  killed,  22  wounded,  20  prisoners.  Enemy’s  loss,  killed  and  wounded, 
100,  and  27  prisoners.  The  fight  occurred  before  daylight.  Custer  bad 
230  of  bis  men  frost  bitten  on  the  expedition. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  j;"  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Winchester,  December  26^  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  27 tb.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tlie  following  report,  just  received,  from 
General  Torbert : 


December  26—6  a.  m. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Thursday,  the  22d,  I  reached  the  Rapidan  at 
Liberty  Mills,  having'  driven  Jackson’s  brigade  of  cavalry  from  Madison  Court- 
Honse.  At  Liberty  Mills  Jackson  made  a  j  unction  Avith  McCansland  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  I  droA^e  them  across  the  river,  but  they  had  the  bridge  mined  and  it 
blcAv  up  as  my  men  got  to  it.  It  Avas  impossible  to  force  a  crossing  in  front,  so  I 
made  a  detour  on  both  flanks  of  five  or  six  miles,  Avhich  turned  them  out  of  their 
position  and  we  captured  their  artillery  (tAvo  pieces)  and  several  prisoners.  This 
moA'e  took  till  8  or  9  o’clock  at  night.  Next  morning  I  iDuslied  on  toward  Gor- 
dousville  and  I  found  them  strongly  posted  in  the  gap,  and  I  could  not  drive  them 
out  Avith  2,000  men,  and  I  was  making  a  moA'ement  to  turn  the  position  when  infantry 
commenced  to  file  into  their  breast-Avorks  and  I  commenced  to  withdraAv,  and  am  now 
ten  miles  south  of  Warrenton,  and  may  be  on  the  Little  River  turnpike  to-night.  I 
will  try  to  come  through  Ashby’s  Gap.  My  men  and  horses  suffered  almost  beyond 
description  with  cold  and  bad  weather.  I  captured  one  herd  of  cattle  going  south, 
about  200  head.  I  received  your  dispatches  concerning  Custer.  I  heard  nothing  of 
matters  in  the  Valley  before  I  got  your  disj^atches,  and  expected  more  trouble  in  my 
rear,  but  thus  far  have  not  been  troubled. 


Major-General  Sheridan. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 
Brevet  Major-General . 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Winchester,  December  28 j  1864. 

(Received  12.35  p.  m.) 

General  Torbert  bas  just  returned.  In  a  more  detailed  report  be 
says  tbe  great  difficulty  Avbicli  be  bad  was  tbe  cold,  bad  weatber,  and 
ice  on  tbe  roads.  He  brings  in  2  pieces  of  artillery,  captured  at  Lib¬ 
erty  Mills,  30  prisoners,  and  1,000  bead  of  stock.  He  reports  tbat 
infantry  came  from  Ricbmond  to  Gordonsville;  tbat  Rodes’  division 
was  at  Fisbersville,  between  Staunton  and  Waynesborougb,  and  did 
advance  in  tbe  direction  of  Harrisonburg  wben  Ouster  was  in  tbat 
vicinity.  Other  information  wbicb  I  have  received  is  to  tbe  effect  tbat 
Gordon’s  division,  or  a  part  of  it,  moved  out  in  tbe  direction  of  Wytbe- 
ville,  W.  Va.  This  later  information  comes  from  rebel  sources. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 

Lieutenant-G eneral  Grant. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans^  La.,  April  26,  1866. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Kawlins, 

Chief  of  Staffj  Mdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States^ 

Washingtoiij  D.  C.  : 

General  :  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  transmit  my  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  from  August  4,  1804,  to  February  27, 
1805,  Avith  reports  of  subordinate  commanders;  also  sub-reports  to  my 
report  of  the  march  from  Winchester  to  Petersburg,  commencing  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1805.*  I  have  been  long  rendering  this  report,  but  the  many 
clianges  to  which  I  was  subiected,  and  which  separated  me  from  sub- 
reports,  and  the  arduous  labors  which  I  for  a  long  time  had  after 
assignment  to  my  present  command,  I  beg  to  submit  as  my  excuses 
for  my  great  neglect. 

I  am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiwant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  U,  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf,  . 

New  Orleans,  Fehrnary  3,  1866. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folloAving  report  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Yallej^  of  the  Shenandoah,  commencing  August  4, 
1804: 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  August  I  was  relieved  from  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  talce  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  on  arriAung  at  Washington, 
on  the  4th  instant,  I  received  directions  from  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hal- 
leck.  Chief  of  Staff,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Monocacy  Junction,  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Oiiio  Railroad,  and  report  in  person  to  the  lieuten¬ 
ant-general.  At  Monocacy  the  lieutenant-general  turned  over  to  me  the 
instructions  which  he  had  previously  given  to  Major-General  Hunter, 
commanding  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  attached.  The  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  at  this  time  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  very  much  reduced  in  numbers;  one  division 
of  the  Nineteenth  Corps;  tAvo  small  infantry  divisions,  under  command 
of  General  Crook,  afterward  designated  as  the  Army  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia;  a  small  division  of  caAmlry  under  General  Averell,  which  was  at 
that  time  in  pursuit  of  General  McCausland,  near  Moorefield,  McCaiis- 
land  having  made  a  raid  into  Pennsylvania  and  burned  the  town  of 
Chambersburg.  There  was  also  one  small  division  of  cavalry,  then 
arriving  at  Washington  from  my  old  corps.  The  infantry  i)ortion  of 
these  troops  had  been  lying  in  bivouac  in  the  vicinity  of  Monocacy 
Junction  and  Frederick  City,  but  had  been  ordered  to  march  the  day 
1  reported,  Avith  directions  to  concentrate  at  Halltown,  four  miles  in 
front  of  Harper’s  Ferry.  After  my  interview  with  the  lieutenant-gen¬ 
eral  I  hastened  to  Hari)ei’s  Ferry  to  make  preparations  for  an  immedi¬ 
ate  advance  against  the  enemy,  who  then  occupied  Martinsburg, 
Williamsport,  and  Shepherdstown,  sending  occasional  raiding  parties 
as  far  as  Hagerstown,  Md.  The  concentration  of  my  command  at  Hall- 
tOAvn  alarmed  the  enemy  and  caused  him  to  concentrate  at  or  near 
iMartinsburg,  drawing  in  all  his  i)arties  from  the  north  side  of  the 

I'he  8ub -reports  of  operations  subsequent  to  February  27,  1865,  to  appear  in  Vol. 
XLVI. 
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Potomac.  The  indications  were  that  he  had  intended  another  raid 
into  Maryland,  prompted,  perhaps,  by  the  slight  success’he  had  gained 
over  General  Crook’s  command  at  Kernstown  a  short  time  before. 

The  city  of  Martinsburg,  at  which  the  enemy  concentrated,  is  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  at  the  northern  terminus  of  the  Valley 
pike — a  broad  macadamized  road  running  up  the  valley  through  Wiji- 
chester  and  terminating  at  Staunton.  The  Shenandoah  Valley  is  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Cumberland  Valley,  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Blue  Ridge  and  on  the  west  by  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  the  general  direction  of  these  chains 
being  southwest.'  The  valley  at  Martinsburg  is  about  sixty  miles 
broad,  at  Winchester  forty  to  forty- five,  and  at  Strasburg  twenty-five 
to  thirty  miles,  where  an  isolated  chain,  called  Massanutten  Mountain, 
rises  up,  running  parallel  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  terminates  at  Harri¬ 
sonburg.  Here  the  valley  again  opens  out  fifty  or  sixty  miles  broad. 
This  isolated  chain  divides  the  valley  for  its  continuance  into  two 
valleys — the  one  next  the  Blue  Ridge  being  called  the  Luray  Valley, 
the  one  west  of  it  the  Strasburg  or  main  valley.  The  Blue  Ridge  has 
many  passes  through  it  called  gaps.  The  principal  ones,  and  those 
which  -have  good  wagon  roads,  are  Snicker’s,  Ashby’s,  Manassas, 
Chester,  Thoroughfare,  Swift  Run,  Brown’s,  Rockfish,  and  two  or  three 
others  from  the  latter  one  up  to  Lynchburg.  Many  have  macadamized 
roads  through  them,  and,  indeed,  are  not  gaps,  but  small  valleys 
through  the  main  chain.  The  general  bearing  of  all  these  roads  is 
toward  Gordonsville,  and  are  excellent  for  troops  to  move  upon  from 
that  point  into  the  valley  5  in  fact,  the  Blue  Ridge  can  be  crossed  almost 
anywhere  by  infantry  or  cavalry.  The  valley  itself  was  rich  in  grain, 
cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  and  fruit,  and  was  in  such  a  i)rosperous  condition 
that  the  rebel'  army  could  march  down  and  up  it,  billetting  on  the 
inhabitants.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the  outline  and  was  the  condition  of  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  when  I  entered  it  August  4,  1864. 

Great  exertions  were  made  to  get  the  troops  in  readiness  for  an 
advance,  and  on  the  morning  of  August  10,  General  Torbert’s  division 
of  cavalry  having  joined  me  from  Washington,  a  forward  movement 
was  commenced.  The  enemy  while  w  e  were  making  our  preparations 
took  position  at  Bunker  Hill  and  vicinity,  tw^elve  miles  south  of  Martins¬ 
burg,  frequently  pushing  his  scouting  parties  through  Smithfield  and 
up  to  Charlestown.  Torbert  was  ordered  to  move  on  the  Berry vi lie 
pike,  through  Berry ville,  and  go  into  position  near  White  Post;  the 
Sixth  Cori)s  moved  via  the  Charlestown  and  Summit  Point  road  to 
Clifton;  the  Nineteenth  Corps  moved  on  the  Berry  ville  pike,  to  the  left 
of  the  position  of  the  Sixth  Corps  at  Clifton;  General  Crook’s  command, 
via  Kabletown,  to  the  vicinity  of  Berryville,  coming  into  position  on 
the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  Colonel  Low^ell,  with  two  small 
regiments  of  cavalry,  was  ordered  to  Summit  Point;  so  that  on  the 
night  of  August  10  the  army  occupied  a  position  stretching  from  Clifton 
to  Berryville,  with  cavalry  at  White  Post  and  Summit  Point.  The 
enemy  moved  from  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill,  stretching  his  line  from 
where  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Railroad  crosses  Opequon  Creek 
to  where  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  crosses  the  same  stream, 
occupying  the  west  bank. 

On  the  morning  of  August  11  the  Sixth  Corps  was  ordered  to  move 
from  Clifton  across  the  country  to  where  the  Berryville  pike  crosses 
Opequon  Creek,  carry  the  crossing,  and  hold  it;  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
was  directed  to  move  through  Berryville,  on  the  White  Post  road,  for 
one  mile,  file  to  the  right  by  heads  of  regiments  at  deploying  distances. 
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and  carry  and  liold  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek  at  a  ford  about 
tbree-fourtbs  of  a  mile  from  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  Crook^s  com¬ 
mand  was  ordered  to  move  out  on  the  White  Post  road  one  mile  and  a 
half  beyond  Berryville,  file  to  the  right  and  secure  the  crossing  of 
Opequon  Creek  at  a  ford  about  one  mile  to  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps.  Torbert  was  directed  to  move  with  Merritt’s  division  of  cavalry 
up  the  Millwood  pike  toward  Winchester,  attack  any  force  he  might 
find,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  rebel  army. 
Lowell  was  ordered  to  close  in  from  Summit  Point  on  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Corps.  My  intention  in  securing  these  fords  was  to  march  on 
Winchester,  at  which  point,  from  all  my  information  on  the  10th,  I 
thought  the  enemy  would  make  a  stand.  In  this  I  was  mistaken,  as 
the  results  of  Torbert’s  reconnaissance  proved.  Merritt  found  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  covering  the  Millwood  pike  west  of  the  Opequon,  and, 
attacking  it,  drove  it  in  the  direction  of  Kernstown  and  discovered 
tlie  enemy  retreating  up  the  Valley  pike.  As  soon  as  this  information 
was  obtained  Torbert  was  ordered  to  move  quickly  via  the  toll-gate  on 
the  Front  Eoyal  pike  to  Newtown,  to  strike  the  enemy’s  flank  and 
harass  him  in  his  retreat,  and  Lowell  to  follow  up  through  Winchester. 
Crook  was  turned  to  the  left  and  ordered  to  Stony  Point,  or  Nineveh, 
while  Emoiy  and  Wright  were  marched  to  the  left  and  went  into  camp 
between  the  Millwood  and  Front  Eoyal  pikes.  Crook  encamping  at 
Stony  Point.  Torbert  met  some  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  the  toll- 
gate  on  the  Front  Eoyal  pike,  drove  it  in  the  direction  of  Newtown  and 
behind  Gordon’s  division  of  infantry,  which  had  been  thrown  out  from 
Newtown  to  cover  the  flank  of  the  main  column  in  its  retreat,  and, 
which  had  put  itself  behind  rail  barricades.  A  portion  of  Merritt’s 
cavalry  attacked  this  infantry  and  drove  in  its  skirmish  line  and, 
although  unable  to  dislodge  the  division,  held  all  the  ground  gained. 
The  rebel  division  during  the  night  moved  ofi‘. 

Next  day  Crook  moved  from  Stony  Point  to  Cedar  Creek ;  Emory 
followed;  the  cavalry  moved  to  the  same  point,  via  Newtown  and  the 
Valley  pike,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  followed  the  cavalry.  On  the  night 
of  the  12th  Crook  was  in  position  at  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  left  of  the 
Valley  pike,  Emory  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the 
right  of  Emory,  and  the  cavalry  on  the  right  and  left  flanks.  A  heavy 
skirmish  line  was  thrown  to  the  heights  on  the  south  side  of  Cedar 
Creek,  which  had  brisk  skirmishing  during  the  evening  with  the 
enemy’s  pickets,  his  (the  enemy’s)  main  force  occupying  the  heights 
above  and  north  of  Strasburg.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  cavalry 
was  ordered  on  a  reconnaissance  toward  Strasburg  on  the  Middle  road, 
which  road  is  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  west  of  the  main  pike.  Eeports 
of  a  column  of  the  enemy  moving  up  from  Culpeper  Court-House  and 
approaching  Front  Eoyal  through  Chester  Gap  having  been  received, 
caused  me  much  anxiety,  as  any  considerable  force  advanced  through 
Front  Eoyal  and  down  the  Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  pike  toward 
Winchester  could  be  thrown  in  my  rear;  or,  in  case  of  my  driving  the 
enemy  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  taking  position  in  his  front,  this  same  force 
could  be  moved  along  the  base  of  Massanutten  Mountain,  on  the  road 
to  Strasburg,  with  the  same  result.  As  my  effective  line  of  battle 
strength  at  this  time  was  about  18,000  infantry  and  3,500  cavalry,  I 
remained  quiet  during  the  day — except  the  activity  on  the  skirmish 
line — to  await  further  developments.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  retired 
with  his  main  force  to  Fisher’s  Hill.  As  the  rumors  of  an  advancing 
force  from  the  direction  of  Culpeper  kept  increasing,  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  I  sent  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  Front  Eoyal  to  ascertain  defi- 
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nitely, impossible,  the  truth  of  such  reports,  and  at  the  same  time  crossed 
the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  south  side  of  Cedar  Creek  and  occupied  the 
heights  above  Strasburg.  Considerable  picket-firing  ensued.  During 
the  day  I  iseceived  from  Colonel  Chipman,  of  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs 
Office,  the  following  dispatch,  he  having  ridxlen  with  great  haste  from 
Washingtoia^  through  Snicker’s  Gap,  escorted  by  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
to  deliver  the  same.  It  at  once  exx)lained  the  movement  from  Culpeper, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  remaining  two  brigades  of  Merritt’s 
division  of  cavalry  were  ordered  to  the  crossing  of  the  Shenandoah 
liiver  near  Front  Koyal,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  withdrawn  to  the  north 
side  of  Cedar  Creek,  holding  at  Strasburg  a  strong  skirmish  line: 

City  Point,  August  12,  1864—9  a.  m. 

ilaJor-Geueral  Halleck: 

Inform  Sheridan  that  it  is  now  certain  two  divisions  of  infantry  have  gone  to  Early, 
and  some  cavalry  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  This  movement  commenced  last 
Saturday  night.  He  must  he  cautious  and  act  now  on  the  defensive  until  move¬ 
ments  here  force  them  to  this  "  to  send  this  way.  Early’s  force,  with  this  increase, 
cannot  exceed  40,000  men,  hut  this  is  too  much  for  Sheridan  to  attack.  Send  Sheridan 
the  remaining  brigade  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  I  have  ordered  to  Washington  all 
the  100-days’  men.  Their  time  will  soon  he  out,  hut,  for  the  present,  they  will  do  to 
serve  in  the  defenses. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 

The  receipt  of  this  dispatch  was  very  important  to  me,  as  I  possibly 
would  have  remained  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  character  of  the  force 
coming  in  on  my  flank  and  rear  until  it  attacked  the  cavalry,  as  it  did 
on  the  16th.  I  at  once  looked  over  the  map  of  the  Yalley  for  a  defensive 
line — that  is,  where  a  smaller  number  of  troops  could  hold  a  greater 
number — and  could  see  but  one  such.  I  refer  to  that  at  Halltown,  in 
front  of  Harper’s  Ferry.  Subsequent  experience  has  convinced  me 
that  no  other  really  defensive  line  exists  in  the  Shenandoah  Yalley.  I 
therefore  determined  to  move  back  to  Halltown,  carry  out  my  instruc¬ 
tions  to  destroy  forage  and  subsistence,  and  increase  my  strength  by 
Grover’s  division,  of  the  Mneteenth  Corps,  and  Wilson’s  division  of 
cavalry,  both  of  which  Avere  marching  to  join  me  via  Snicker’s  Gap. 
Emory  was  ordered  to  move  to  YTnchester  on  the  night  of  the  15th, 
and  on  the  night  of  the  16th  the  Sixth  Corps  and  Crook’s  command 
were  ordered  to  Clifton  vm  Winchester.  In  the  movement  to  the  rear 
to  Halltown  the  following  orders  were  given  to  the  cavalry  and  were 
executed : 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  August  16,  1864. 

P>rig.  Geu.  A.  T.  A.  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division: 

General:  In  compliauce  with  instructions  of  the  lieutenant-general  command¬ 
ing,  you  will  make  tlie  necessary  arrangements  and  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
destruction  of  the  wheat  and  hay  south  of  a  line  from  Millwood  to  Winchester  and 
Petticoat  Gap.  You  will  seize  all  mules,  horses,  and  cattle  that  may  he  useful  to 
our  army.  Loyal  citizens  can  bring  in  their  claims  against  the  Government  for  this 
necessary  destruction.  No  houses  will  be  burned,  and  officers  in  charge  of  this  deli¬ 
cate,  hut  necessary,  duty  must  inform  the  people  that  the  object  is  to  make  this  Val¬ 
ley  untenable  for  the  raiding  parties  of  the  rebel  army. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Maj or- Genera  I,  Co  m  man  ding . 


*  As  recorded  in  Grant’s  letters-sent  book,  this  reads,  ‘‘force  them  to  detach  to 
send  this  way.” 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  10 th  I  moved  my  headquarters  back  to 
Winchester;  while  moving  back,  at  Newtown,  I  heard  cannonading  at 
or  near  Front  Eoyal,  and  on  reaching  Winchester,  Merritt’s  couriers 
brought  dispatches  from  him,  stating  that  he  had  been  attacked  at  tlie 
crossing  of  the  Shenandoah  by  Kershaw’s  division,  of  .Longstreet’s 
corps,  and  two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  tliat  he  had  handsomely 
repulsed  the  attack,  capturing  2  battle-llags  and  300  prisoners.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  night  of  the  IGth  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  Emory 
moved  from  Winchester  to  Berry ville,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
Crook  and  Wright  reached  Winchester  and  resumed  the  march  toward 
Clifton,  Wright,  who  had  the  rear  guard,  getting  only  as  far  as  the 
Berryville  crossing  of  the  Opequon,  where  he  was  ordered  to  remain. 
Crook  getting  to  the  vicinity  of  Berryville.  Lowell  reached  Winchester 
with  his  two  regiments  of  cavalry  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  where  he 
was  joined  by  General  Wilson’s  division  of  cavalry.  Merritt,  after  his 
handsome  engagement  near  Front  Royal,  was  ordered  back  to  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  White  Post,  and  General  Grover’s  division  joined  Emory  at  Berry¬ 
ville.  The  enemy  having  a  signal  station  on  Three  Top  Mountain,  almost 
overhanging  Strasburg,  and  from  which  every  movement  made  by  our 
troops  could  be  seen,  was  notified  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  as 
to  this  condition  of  afiairs,  and  without  delay  followed  after  us,  getting 
into  Winchester  about  sundown,  and  driving  out  General  Torbert,  who 
was  left  there  with  Wilson  and  Lowell,  and  the  Jersey  brigade  of  the 
Sixth  Corps.  Wilson  and  Lowell  fell  back  to  Summit  Point,  and  the 
Jersey  brigade  joined  its  corps  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon.  Ker¬ 
shaw’s  division  and  two  brigades  of  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  division,  Avhich 
was  the  force  at  Front  Royal,  joined  Early  at  Winchester,  I  think,  on 
the  evening  of  the  17th. 

On  the  18th  the  Sixth  Corps  moved,  via  Clifton,  to  Flowing  Spring, 
two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  Charlestown,  on  the  Smithfield  pike; 
Emory  about  two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  Charlestown  on  the  Berry¬ 
ville  pike;  Merritt  came  back  to  Berryville;  Wilson  remained  at  Sum¬ 
mit  Point,  covering  the  crossing  of  Oi)equon  Creek  as  far  north  as  the 
bridge  at  Smithfield,  Merritt  covering  the  crossing  of  the  Berryville 
pike;  Crook  remained  near  Clifton,  and  the  next  day  moved  to  the  left 
of  Emory.  This  position  was  maintained  until  the  21st,  when  the 
enemy  moved  a  heavy  force  across  the  Opequon  at  the  bridge  at 
Smithfield,  driving  in  the  cavalry  luckets,  which  fell  back  to  Summit 
.Point,  and  advanced  rapidly  on  the  i)osition  of  the  Sixth  Corps  near 
Flowing  Spring,  when  a  very  sharp  and  obstinate  skirmish  took  place 
with  the  heavy  picket-line  of  that  coiqis,  resulting  very  much  in  its 
favor.  The  enemy  appeared  to  have  thought  that  I  had  taken  position 
near  Summit  Point,  and  that  by  moving  around  rapidly  through  Smith- 
field  he  would  get  into  my  rear.  In  this,  however,  he  was  mistaken. 
During  tlie  day  Merritt,  who  had  been  attacked  and  held  his  ground, 
was  recalled  from  Berryville.  Wilson  had  also  been  attacked  by  infan¬ 
try,  and  had  also  held  his  ground  until  ordered  in.  During  the  night 
of  the  21st  the  army  moved  back  to  Halltown  without  inconvenience 
or  loss,  the  cavalry,  excepting  Lowell’s  command,  which  formed  on  the 
left,  moving  early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  going  into  position 
on  the  right  of  the  line. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  enemy  moved  up  to  Charlestown,  and 
pushed  well  up  to  my  i)osition  at  Halltown,  skirmishing  with  the  cav¬ 
alry  vedettes.  The  dispatches  received  from  the  lieutenant-general  com¬ 
manding,  from  Capt.  G.  K.  Leet,  assistant  adjntant-general,  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  information  derived  from  my  scouts  and  from  prisoners 


Chap.  LV.)  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN.  45 

captured,  were  of  so  conflicting  and  contradictory  a  nature  that  I 
determined  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  while  on  this  defensive  line,  what 
re- enforcements  had  actually  been  received  by  the  enemy.  This  could 
only  be  done  by  frequent  reconnaissances,  and  their  results  convinced 
me  that  but  one  division  of  infantry  (Kershaw’s)  and  one  division 
of  cavalry  (Fitz  Lee’s)  had  joined  him.  On  the  23d  I  ordered  a 
reconnaissance  by  Crook,  who  was  on  the  left,  resulting  in  a  small 
capture  and  a  number  of  casualties  to  the  enemy.  On  the  24th 
another  reconnaissance  was  made,  cai)turing  a  number  of  prisoners, 
our  own  loss  being  about  thirty  men.  On  the  25th  there  was  a 
sharp  picket-firing  during  the  day  on  part  of  the  infantry  line.  The 
cavalry  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Kearneys- 
ville.  This  attack  was  handsomely  made,  but  instead  of  finding  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  his  infantry  was  encountered,  and  for  a  time  doubled 
up  and  thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion.  It  was  marching  toward 
Shepherdstown.  This  engagement  was  somewhat  of  a  mutual  surprise, 
our  cavalry  expecting  to  meet  the  -enemy’s  cavalry  and  his  infantry 
expecting  no  opposition  whatever.  General  Torbert,  who  was  in  com¬ 
mand,  finding  a  large  force  of  the  rebel  infantry  in  his  front,  came  back 
to  our  left,  and  the  enemy,  believing  his  (the  enemy’s)  movement  had 
been  discovered  and  that  the  force  left  by  him  in  my  front  at  Halltown 
would  be  attacked,  returned  in  great  haste,  but  before  doing  so  isolated 
Custer’s  brigade,^  which  had  to  cross  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac 
at  Shepherdstown  and  join  me  via  Harper’s  Ferry.  For  my  own  part,  I 
believed  Early  meditated  a  crossing  of  his  cavalry  into  Maryland  at 
William  sport,  and  I  sent  Wilson’s  division  around  by  Harper’s  Ferry  to 
watch  its  movements.  Averell,  in  the  meantime,  had  taken  post  at 
Williamsport,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  held  the  crossing 
against  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  which  made  the  attempt  to  cross. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  the  enemy  silently  left  my  front,  moving 
over  Opequon  Creek  at  the  Smithfield  and  Summit  Point  crossings, 
and  concentrating  his  force  at  Brucetown  and  Bunker  Hill,  leaving  his 
cavalry  at  Leetown  and  Smithfield.  On  the  28th  I  moved  in  front  of 
Charlestown  with  the  infantry  and  directed*  Merritt  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  at  Leetown,  which  he  did,  defeating  it  and  pursuing  it 
through  Smithfield.  Wilson  recrossed  the  Potomac  at  Shepherdstown 
and  joined  the  infantry  in  front  of  Charlestown.  On  the  29th  Averell 
crossed  at  Williamsport  and  advanced  to  Martinsburg.  On  the  same 
day  two  divisions  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  a  small  force  of  cavalry 
attacked  Merritt  at  the  Smithfield  bridge,  and  after  a  hard  fight  drove 
him  through  Smithfield  and  back  toward  Charlestown,  the  cavalry  fight¬ 
ing  with  great  obstinacy  until  I  could  re-enforce  it  with  Eicketts’ 
division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  when  in  turn  the  enemy  was  driven  back 
through  Smithfield  and  over  the  Opequon,  the  cavalry  again  taking 
post  at  the  Smithfield  bridge.  On  the  30th  Torbert  was  directed  to 
move  Merritt  and  Wilson  to  Berry ville,  leaving  Lowell  to  guard  the 
Smithfield  bridge  and  occupy  the  town.  On  the  31st  Averell  was 
driven  back  from  Martinsburg  to  Falling  Waters.  From  the  1st  to 
the  3d  of  Septeml)er  Tiothing  of  importance  occurred.  On  tlie  3d 
Averell,  who  had  returned  to  Martinsburg,  advanced  on  Bunker 
Hill,  attacked  McCausland’s  cavalry,  defeated  it,  capturing  wagons 
and  prisoners,  and  destroying  a  good  deal  of  property.  The  infantry 
moved  into  position,  stretching  from  Clifton  to  Berry  ville,  Wright 
moving  by  Summit  Point,  Crook  and  Emory  by  the  Berryville  pike. 
Torbert  had  been  ordered  to  White  Post  early  in  the  day,  and  the 
enemy,  supposing  he  could  cut  him  ofl‘,  ])ushed  across  the  Opequon- 
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toward  Berry ville,  with  Kershaw^s  division  in  advance;  but  this  division, 
not  expecting  infantry,  blundered  onto  Crook’s  lines  about  dark,  and 
was  vigorously  attacked  and  driven,  with  heavy  loss,  back  toward  the 
Opequon .  This  engagement,  which  was  after  night-fall,  was  very  spirited, 
and  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  casualties  severe.  From  this  time  until  the 
19th  of  September  I  occupied  the  line  from  Clifton  to  Berryville,  trans¬ 
ferring  Crook  to  Summit  Point  on  the  8th  to  use  him  as  a  movable  column 
to  protect  my  right  flank  and  line  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  while  the  cavalry 
threatened  the  enemy’s  right  flank  and  his  line  of  communications  up  the 
Valley.  The  difference  of  strength  between  the  two  opposing  forces  at 
this  time  was  but  little.  As  1  had  learned  beyond  doubt  from  my  scouts 
that  Kershaw’s  division,  which  consisted  of  four  brigades,  was  to  be 
ordered  back  to  Eichmon  d,  I  had  for  two  weeks  patiently  awaited  its  with¬ 
drawal  before  attacking,  believing  the  condition  of  affairs  throughout 
the  country  required  great  prudence  on  my  part,  that  a  defeat  of  the 
forces  of  my  command  could  be  ill  afforded,  and  knowing  that  no  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  Valley,  save  those  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  were 
suffering  by  the  delay.  In  this  view  I  was  coinciding  with  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  commanding. 

Although  the  main  force  remained  without  change  of  position 
from  September  3  to  19,  still  the  cavalry  was  employed  every  day  in 
harassing  the  enemy,  its  opponents  being  principally  infantry.  In 
these  skirmishes  the  cavalry  was  becoming  educated  to  attack  infantry 
lines.  On  the  13th  one  of  these  handsome  dashes  was  made  by  Gen¬ 
eral  McIntosh,  of  Wilson’s  division,  capturing  the  Eighth  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Eegiment  at  Abraham’s  Creek.  On  the  same  day  Getty’s  division, 
of  the  Sixth  Corps,  made  a  reconnaissance  to  the  Opequon,  developing 
a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  at  Edwards’  [Gilbert’s  *?]  Crossing.  The  posi¬ 
tion  which  I  had  taken  at  Clifton  was  six  miles  from  Opequon  Creek, 
on  the  west  bank  of  which  the  enemy  was  in  position.  This  distance 
of  six  miles  I  determined  to  hold  as  my  territory  by  scouting  parties, 
and  in  holding  it  in  this  way,  without  pushing  up  the  main  force,  I 
expected. to  be  able  to  mot^e  on  the  enemy  at  the  proper  time  without 
his  obtaining  the  information,  which  he  would  immediately  get  from  his 
pickets  if  I  was  in  close  proximity.  On  the  night  of  the  15th  I  received 
reliable  information  that  Kershaw’s  division  was  moving  through  Win¬ 
chester  and  in  the  direction  of  Front  Eoyal.  Then  our  time  had  come, 
and  I  almost  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  fight  at  Kewtown,  on  the 
V alley  pike,  give  up  my  line  to  the  rear,  and  take  that  of  the  enemy. 
From  my  position  at  Clifton  I  could  throw  my  force  into  Kewtown  before 
Early  could  get  information  and  move  to  that  point.  I  was  a  little 
timid  about  this  movement  until  the  arrival  of  General  Grant,  at 
Charlestown,  who  indorsed  it,  and  the  order  for  the  movement  was  made 
out,  but  in  consequence  of  a  report  from  General  Averell  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  18th  of  September,  that  Early  had  moved  two  divisions  to 
Martinsburg,  I  changed  this  programme  and  determined  to  first  catch 
the  two  divisions,  remaining  in  vicinity  of  Stephenson’s  Depot,  and  then 
the  two  sent  to  Martinsburg  in  detail.  This  information  was  the  cause 
of  the  battle  of  Opequon,  instead  of  the  battle  of  Kewtown. 

At  3  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  September  the  army  moved 
to  the  attack.  Torbert  was  directed  to  advance  with  Merritt’s  division 
of  cavalry  from  Summit  Point,  carry  the  crossings  of  Opequon  Creek, 
and  form  a  junction,  at  some  point  near  Stephenson’s  Depot,  with 
Averell,  who  moved  from  Darkesville.  Wilson  was  ordered  to  move 
rapidly  up  the  Berryville  pike  from  Berryville,  carry  its  crossing  of  the 
*  Opequon,  and  charge  through  the  gorge  or  canon ;  the  attack  to  be 
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supported  by  tlie  Sixtli  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  both  of  which  moved 
across  country  to  the  same  crossing  of  the  Opeqiion.  Crook  moved 
across  country,  to  be  in  reserve  at  the  same  point.  Wilson,  with 
McIntosh’s  brigade  leading,  made  a  gallant  charge  through  the  long 
canon,  and  meeting  the  advance  of  Kamseur’s  rebel  infantry  division, 
drove  it  back  and  captured  the  earth-work  at  the  mouth  of  the  canon; 
this  movement  was  immediately  followed  up  by  the  Sixth  Corps.  The 
Nineteenth  Corps  Avas  directed  for  convenience  of  movement  to  report 
to  General  Wright  on  its  arrival  at  Opequon  Creek.  I  followed  up  the 
cavalry  attack,  and  selected  the  ground  for  the  formation  of  the  Sixth 
and  Nineteenth  Corps,  A\diich  went  into  line  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire.  A  good  deal  of  time  was  lost  in  this  movement  through  the  canon, 
and  it  was  not  till  perhaps  9  a.  m.  that  the  order  for  the  advance  in 
line  Avas  given.  I  had  from  early  in  the  morning  become  apprised  that 
I  Avould  have  to  engage  Early’s  entire  army,  instead  of  tAvo  divisions, 
and  determined  to  attack  with  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  CoiqAS,  holding 
Crook’s  command  as  a  turning  column  to  use  only  when  the  crisis  of 
the  battle  occurred,  and  that  I  would  put  him  in  on  my  left  and  still 
get  the  Valley  i)ike.  The  attack  AA-as,  therefore,  made  by  the  Sixth  and 
Nineteenth  Corps,  in  a  very  handsome  style  and  under  a  heaA^y  fire 
from  the  enemy,  who  held  a  line  which  gaA^e  him  the  cover  of  slight 
brushwood  and  corn-fields.  The  resistance  during  this  attack  was 
obstinate,  and  as  there  were  no  earth-AAnrks  to  protect,  deadly  to  both 
sides.  The  enemy,  after  the  contest  had  been  going  on  for  some  time, 
made  a  counter-charge,  striking  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corx)s  and  left 
of  the  Nineteenth,  driving  back  the  center  of  my  line.  It  Avas  at  this 
juncture  that  I  ordered  a  brigade  of  Bussell’s  division,  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  to  Avait  till  the  enemy’s  attacking  column  presented  its  flank, 
then  to  strike  it  Avith  vigor.  This  was  handsomely  done,  the  brigade 
being  led  by  General  Eussell,  and  its  commander,  Gpton,  in  x^erson. 
The  enemy  in  turn  was  driven  back,  our  line  re-established,  and  most  of 
the  2,000  or  3,000  men  who  had  gone  to  the  rear  brought  back.  I  still 
Avould  not  order  Crook  in,  but  placed  him  directly  in  rear  of  the  line  of 
battle;  as  the  reports,  however,  that  the  enemy  were  attemx)ting  to  turn 
my  right  kept  continually  increasing,  I  was  obliged  to  put  him  in  on 
that  flank,  instead  of  on  the  left  as  Avas  originally  intended.  He  Avas 
directed  to  act  as  a  turning  column,  to  find  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line, 
strike  it  in  flank  or  rear,  break  it  up,  and  that  I  would  order  a  left  half¬ 
wheel  of  the  line  of  battle  to  suxq)ort  him.  In  this  attack  the  enemy 
Avas  driven  in  confusion  from  his  position,  and  simultaneous  Avith  it 
Merritt  and  Averell,  under  Torbert,  conld  be  distinctly  seen  sweeping 
up  the  Martinsburg  pike,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  before  them,  in  a 
confused  mass  through  the  broken  infantry.  I  then  rode  along  the  line 
of  the  Nineteenth  and  Sixth  Corps,  ordered  their  advance,  and  directed 
Wilson,  who  Avas  on  the  left  flank,  to  push  on  and  gain  the  Valley  x)ike, 
south  of  Winchester;  after  Avhich  I  returned  to  the  right,  aaAi ere  the 
enemy  was  still  fighting  Avith  obstinacy  in  the  open  ground  in  front  of 
Winchester,  and  ordered  Torbert  to  collect  his  cavalry  and  charge, 
AA^hich  Avas  done  simultaneously  with  the  infantry  adAnince,  and  the 
enemy  routed. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  2()th  ol‘  September  the  army 
moved  rapidly  up  the  Valley  i)ike  in  ])ursuit  of  the  enemy,  aaAio  had 
continued  his  retreat  during  the  night  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  south  of  Stras- 
burg.  Fisher’s  Hill  is  the  bhitf  immediately  south  of  and  over  a  litthi 
stream  called  Tumbling  Bun,  and  is  a  ])osition  Avhich  Avas  almost  im¬ 
pregnable  to  a  direct  assault,  and  as  the  valley  is  but  about  three  miles 
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a]id  a  half  Avide  at  this  point,  tlie  enemy  eonsidered  himself  secure  on 
reaching  it  and  commenced  erecting  breast-Avorks  across  the  A'alley 
from  Fisher’s  Hill  to  Xorth  Mountain;  so  secure,  in  fact,  did  he  cou- 
sider  himself  that  the  ammunition-boxes  Avere  taken  from  the  caissons 
and  placed  for  coiwenience  behind  the  breast-AA^ork.  On  the  evening  of 
September  20  Wright  and  Emory  Avent  into  position  on  the  heights  of 
Strasburg,  Crook  north  of  Cedar  Creek,  the  cavalry  to  the  right  and  rejir 
of  Wright  and  Emory ,'extending  to  theBack  road.  This  night  I  resolved 
to  use  a  turning  column  again,  and  that  I  A\^ould  move  Crook  unper- 
ceHed,  if  possible,  over  onto  the  face  of  Little  North  Mountain  and  let 
him  strike  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy’s  line,  and  then,  if  success¬ 
ful,  make  a  left  half-Avheel  of  the  Avhole  line  of  battle  to  his  support. 
To  do  this  required  much  secrecy,  as  the  enemy  had  a  signal  station  on 
Three  Top  Mountain,  from  Avhich  he  could  see  CA  cry  moA^enient  made 
by  our  troops;  therefore,  during  the  night  of  the  20th  I  concealed 
Crook  in  the  timber  north  of  Cedar  Creek,  Avhere  he  remained  during 
the  21st.  On  the  same  day  I  moAxd  Wright  and  Emory  up  in  the 
front  of  the  rebel  line,  getting  into  proper  position  after  a  severe  en¬ 
gagement  betAA'Cen  a  portion  of  Bicketts’  and  Getty’s  diAusions,  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  and  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy.  Torbert,  A\dth  Wilson’s 
and  Merritt’s  cavalry,  aa  as  ordered  doAvn  the  Luray  Valley  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  after  defeating  or  driving  it,  to  cross  over 
Luray  pike  to  'New  Market,  and  intercept  the  enemy’s  infantry  should 
I  drive  it  from  the  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 

On  the  night  of  the  21st  Crook  AA^as  moved  to,  and  concentrated  in, 
the  timber  near  Strasburg,  and  at  daylight  on  the  22d  marched  to,  and 
massed  in,  the  timber  near  Little  North  Mountain.  I  did  not  attempt 
to  cover  the  long  front  presented  by  the  enemy,  but  massed  the  Sixth 
and  Nineteenth  Corps  opposite  the  right  center  of  his  line.  After 
Crook  had  gotten  into  the  position  last  named,  I  took  out  Bicketts’ 
division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  placed  it  opposite  the  enemy’s  left 
center,  and  directed  Averell  Avith  his  cavalry  to  go  up  on  Bicketts’ 
front  and  right  and  drive  in  the  enemy’s  skirmish  line,  if  possible. 
This  Avas  done,  and  the  enemy’s  signal  officer  on  Three  Top  Mountain, 
mistaking  Bicketts’  division  for  my  turning  column,  so  notified  the 
enemy  and  he  made  his  arrangements  accordingly,  AA^hilst  Crook,  AAuth- 
out  being  observed,  moved  on  the  side  of  Little  North  Mountain  and 
struck  the  enemy’s  left  and  rear  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  that  he 
(the  enemy),  supposing  he  must  haA^e  come  across  the  mountains, 
broke,  Crook  SAA^inging  doAAui  behind  the  line,  Bicketts  SAvinging  in  and 
joining  Crook,  and  so  on  the  balance  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth 
Corps,  the  rout  of  the  enemy  being  complete.  Unfortunately,  the  caA'- 
alry,  AAdiich  I  had  sent  doAAui  the  Luray  Valley  to  cross  over  to  NeA7 
Market,  AA^as  unsuccessful,  and  only  reached  so  far  as  Milford,  a  lAoint 
at  Avhich  the  Luray  Valley  contracts  to  a  gorge,  and  AAdiich  aa'US  taken 
possession  of  by  the  enemy’s  caAailry  in  some  force.  Had  General  Tor¬ 
bert  driven  this  cavalry  or  turned  the  defile  and  reached  NeAA^  Market, 
I  haA^e  no  doubt  but  that  Ave  Avould  hav^e  captured  the  entire  rebel 
army.  I  feel  certain  that  its  rout  from  Fisher’s  Hill  AAms  such  that 
there  Avas  scarcely  a  company  organization  held  together.  NeAv  Mar¬ 
ket  being  at  a  conv^erging  point  in  the  A^alley  they  came  together  again 
and,  to  some  extent,  reoiganized.  I  did  not  Avait  to  see  the  results  of 
this  victory,  but  pushed  on  during  the  night  of  the  22d  tb' Woodstock, 
although  the  darkness  and  consequent  confusion,  made  the  pursuiL 
SlOAA'. 
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On  tlie  morning  of  September  23,  General  Devin,  with  his  small 
brigade  of  cavalry,  moved  to  a  point  directly  north  of  Mount  Jackson, 
driving  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  General 
AverelPs  division,  which  for  some  unaccountable  reason  went  into  camp 
immediately  after  the  battle.  General  Averell  reached  Devin’s  com¬ 
mand  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  in  the  evening  returned  with  all  the  advance 
cavalry,  of  which  he  was  in  command,  to  a  creek  half  a  mile  north  of 
Hawkinsburg,  and  there  remained  until  the  arrival  of  tlie  head  of  the 
infantry  column,  which  had  lialted  between  Edenburg  and  Woodstock 
for  wagons  in  order  to  issue  the  necessary  rations.  Early  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  24th  the  entire  army  reached  Mount  Jackson,  a  small  town 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah.  The  enemy 
had,  in  the  meantime,  reorganized  and  taken  position  on  the  bluff  south 
of  the  river,  but  had  commenced  this  same  morning  his  retreat  toward 
Harrisonburg;  still  he  held  a  long  and  strong  line  with  the  troops  that 
Avere  to  cover  his  rear,  in  a  temporary  line  of  rifle-pits  on  the  bluff  com¬ 
manding  the  plateau.  To  dislodge  him  from  his  strong  position,  Devin’s 
brigade  of  cavalry  was  directed  to  cross  the  Shenandoah,  work  around  the 
base  of  the  Massanutten  range,  and  drive  in  the  cavalry  which  covered 
his  (the  enemy’s)  right  flank,  and  Powell,  who  had  succeeded  Averell,  was 
ordered  to  move  around  his  left  flank,  via  Timberville,  whilst  the  in¬ 
fantry  was  pushed  across  the  river  by  the  bridge.  The  enemy  did  not 
wait  the  full  execution  of  these  movements,  but  withdrew  in  haste,  the 
cavalry  under  Devin  coming  up  with  him  at  New  Market,  and  made 
a  bold  attempt  to  hold  liim  until  I  could  push  up  our  infantry,  but  was 
unable  to  do  so,  as  the  open,  smooth  country  allowed  him  (the  enemy) 
to  retreat  with  great  rapidity  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  300  or  400  cav¬ 
alry  under  Devin  was  unable  to  break  this  line.  Our  infantry  was 
pushed  by  heads  of  columns  very  hard  to  overtake  and  bring  on  an  en¬ 
gagement,  but  could  not  succeed,  and  encamped  about  six  miles  south 
of  New  Market  for  the  night.  Powellmeantime  had  pushed  on  through 
Timberville  and  gained  the  Yalley  pike  near  Lacey’s  Springs,  capturing 
some  prisoners  and  wagons.  This  movement  of  Powell’s  imobably  forced 
the  enemy  to  abandon  the  road  via  Harrisonburg,  and  move  OA^er  the 
Keezletown  road  to  Port  Kepublic,  to  which  point  the  retreat  was  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  night  of  the  24th  and  from  thence  to  BroAvn’s  Gap 
in  the  Blue  Eidge. 

On  the  25th  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Cories  reached  Harrisonburg. 
Crook  was  ordered  to  remain  at  tlie  junction  of  the  Keezletown  road 
Avith  the  Yalley  pike  until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were  definitely 
ascertained.  On  this  day  Torbert  reached  Harrisonburg,  haAuug  en¬ 
countered  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Luray,  defeating  it  and  joining  me 
via  New  Market,  and  Powell  had  proceeded  to  Mount  OraAA'ford, 
On  the  26th  Merritt’s  division  of  cavalry  Avas  ordered  to  Port  Ee- 
public,  and  Torbert  to  Staunton  and  Waynesborough  to  destroy  the 
bridge  at  the  latter  place,  and  in  retiring  to  burn  all  forage,  drive  ofl 
all  cattle,  destroy  all  mills,  &c.,  which  would  cripple  the  rebel  army  or 
Confederacy.  Torbert  had  with  him  Wilson’s  division  of  cavalry  and 
Lowell’s  brigade  of  regulars.  On  the  27th,  while  Torbert  Avas  making  his 
advance  on  Waynesborough,  I  ordered  Merritt  to  make  a  demonstration 
on  Brown’s  Gap  to  cover  the  movement.  This  brouglit  out  the  enemy 
(Avho  had  been  re-enforced  by  Kershaw’s  division,  which  came  througli 
Swift  Eun  Gap)  against  the  small  force  of  cavalry  em])loyed  in  this 
demonstration,  Avliich  he  followed  up  to  Port  Eepublic,  and,  I  believe, 
crossed  in  some  force.  Merritt’s  instructions  from  me  were  to  resist  aii 
attack,  but  if  pressed,  to  fall  back  to  Cross  Keys,  in  which  event  I  ia- 
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tended  to  attack  with  the  main  force,  which  was  at  Harrisonburg,  and 
could  be  rapidly  moved  to  Cross  Keys.  The  enemy,  however,  advanced 
with  his  main  force  only  to  Port  Keimblic,  after  which  he  fell  back.  Tor- 
bertthis  day  took  possession  of  Waynesborough,  and  partially  destroyed 
the  railroad  bridge,  but  about  dark  on  the  28th  was  attacked  by  infantry 
and  cavalry,  returned  to  Staunton,  and  from  thence  to  Bridgewater,  via 
Spring  Hill,  executing  the  order  for  the  destruction  of  subsistence, 
forage,  &c.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  Merritt  was  ordered  to  Port 
Republic  to  open  communication  with  General  Torbert,  but  on  the  same 
night  was  directed  to  leave  small  forces  at  Port  Republic  and  Swift  Run 
Gap,  and  proceed  with  the  balance  of  his  command  (his  own  and  Ous- 
ter^s  divisions)  to  Piedmont,  swing  around  from  that  point  to  near 
Staunton,  burning  forage,  mills,  and  such  other  property  as  might  be 
serviceable  to  the  rebel  army  or  Confederacy,  and  on  his  return  to  go 
into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  which  were 
ordered  to  proceed  on  the  29th  to  Mount  Crawford  in  support  of  this 
and  Torbert’s  movements.  September  29  Torbert  reached  Bridge- 
water  and  Merritt  Mount  Crawford.  On  the  1st  of  October  Merritt 
reoccupied  Port  Republic,  and  the  Sixth  and  Mneteenth  Corps 
were  moved  back  to  Harrisonburg.  The  question  that  now  pre¬ 
sented  itself  was,  whether  or  not  I  should  follow  the  enemy  to  Brown’s 
Gap,  where  he  still  held  fast,  drive  him  out,  and  advance  on  Char¬ 
lottesville  and  Gordonsville.  This  movement  on  Gordonsville  I  was 
opposed  to  for  many  reasons,  the  most  important  of  which  was  that 
it  would  necessitate  the  opening  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  from  Alexandria,  and  to  protect  this  road  against  the 
numerous  guerrilla  bands  would  have  required  a  corps  of  infantry; 
besides,  I  would  have  been  obliged  to  leave  a  small  force  in  the  Valley 
to  give  security  to  the  line  of  the  Potomac.  This  would  probably  occupy 
the  whole  of  Crook’s  command,  leaving  me  but  a  small  number  of  fight¬ 
ing  men.  Then  there  was  the  additional  reason  of  the  uncertainty  as 
to  whether  the  army  in  front  of  Petersburg  could  hold  the  entire  force 
of  General  Lee  there,  and  in  case  it  could  not,  a  sufficient  number 
might  be  detached  and  moved  rapidly  by  rail  and  overwhelm  me, 
quickly  returning;  I  was  also  confident  that  my  transportation  could 
not  supidy  me  farther  than  Harrisonburg,  and  therefore  advised  that  the 
Valley  campaign  should  terminate  at  Harrisonburg,  and  that  I  return, 
carrying  out  my  original  instructions  for  the  destruction  of  forage, 
grain,  &c.,  give  up  the  majority  of  the  army  I  commanded,  and  order 
it  to  the  Petersburg  line,  a  line  which  I  thought  the  lieutenant-general 
believed,  if  a  successful  movement  could  be  made  on,  would  involve  the 
capture  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  1  therefore,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  Gth  of  October,  commenced  moving  back,  stretching  the  cav¬ 
alry  across  the  Valley  from  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Alleghanies,  with  directions  to  burn  all  forage  and  drive  off  all  stock, 
&c.,  as  they  moved  to  the  rear,  fully  coinciding  in  the  views  and  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  lieutenant-general,  that  the  Valley  should  be  made  a  barren 
waste.  The  most  positive  orders  were  given,  however,  not  to  burn 
dwellings.  In  this  movement  the  enemy’s  cavalry  followed  at  a  respect¬ 
ful  distance  until  in  the  vicinity  of  Woodstock,  Avhen  they  attacked 
Custer’s  division  and  harassed  it  as  far  as  Tom’s  Brook,  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  south  of  Fisher’s  Hill.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  I  ordered  Gen¬ 
eral  Torbert  to  engage  tlie  enemy’s  cavalry  at  daylight,  and  notified  him 
that  I  would  halt  the  arm>  until  he  had  defeated  it.  In  compliance 
with  these  instructions  Torbert  advanced  at  daylight  on  the  9th  of 
October,  with  Ouster’s  division  on  the  Back  road  and  Merritt’s  division 
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on  the  Valley  pike.  At  Tom^s  Brook*  the  heads  of  the  opposing  columns 
came  in  contact  and  deployed,  and  after  a  short  but  decisive  engage¬ 
ment  the  enemy  was  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  all  his  artillery  except¬ 
ing  one  piece,  and  everything  else  which  was  carried  on  wheels.  The 
rout  Avas  complete,  and  was  folloA^ed  up  to  Mount  Jackson,  a  distance 
of  some  twenty- six  miles. 

On  October  10  the  army  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek, 
the  Sixth  Corps  continuing  its  march  to  Front  Boyal.  This  was  the 
first  day’s  march  of  this  corps  to  rejoin  Lieutenant-General  Grant  at 
Petersburg.  It  was  tlie  intention  that  it  should  proceed  through 
Manassas  Gap  to  Piedmont,  east  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  to  which  point  the 
Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  had  beeii  completed,  and  from  thence  to  Alex¬ 
andria  by  rail;  but  on  my  recommendation  that  it  would  be  much  better 
to  march  it,  as  it  Avas  in  fine  condition,  through  Ashby’s  Gap  and 
thence  to  Washington,  the  former  route  was  abandoned,  and  on  the 
12th  the  corps  moved,  to  the  Ashby  Gap  crossing  of  the  Shenandoah 
Eiver,  but,  on  the  same  day,  in  consequence  of  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  it  AA^as  recalled  to  await  the  development  of  the 
enemy’s  new  intentions.  The  question  now  again  arose  in  reference  to 
the  advance  on  Gordonsville,  as  suggested  in  the  following  dispatch: 

Washington,  October  12,  1861 — 12  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan; 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  wishes  a  position  taken  far  enough  south  to  serve  as  a 
base  for  further  [future*]  operations  upon  Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville.  It  must 
be  strongly  fortified  and  provisioned.  Some  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas  Gap 
would  seem  best  suited  for  all  purposes.  Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  Engineers,  will 
be  sent  to  consult  with  you  as  soon  as  you  connect  with  General  Augur. 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 

This  plan  I  would  not  indorse;  but  in  order  to  settle  it  definitely  I 
Avas  called  to  Washington  by  the  following  telegram : 

AVashington,  October  13,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan: 

(Through  General  Augur.) 

If  you  can  come  here,  a  consultation  on  several  points  is  extremely  desirable.  I 
propose  to  visit  General  Grant,  and  would  like  to  see  you  first. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  evening  of  the  loth  1  determined  to  go,  believing  that  the 
enemy  at  Fisher’s  Hill  could  not  accomplish  much,  and  as  I  had  con¬ 
cluded  not  to  attack  him  at  present  I  ordered  the  whole  of  the  cavalry 
force  under  General  Torbert  to  accompany  me  to  Front  Eoyal,  from 
Avhence  I  intended  to  push  it  through  Chester  Gap  to  the  Virginia 
Central  Railroad  at  Charlottesville,  while  I  passed  through  Manassas 
Gap  to  Piedmont,  thence  by  rail  to  Washington.  Upon  my  arrival 
Avith  the  cavalry  at  Front  Royal,  on  the  night  of  the  Ifith,  I  received 
the  following  dispatch  from  General  Wright,  who  Avas  left  at  Cedar 
Creek  in  command  of  the  army : 

Headquai{ters  Middle  Military  Division, 

October  16,  1864. 

MaJ.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commandiny  Middle  Military  Division  : 

(General:  I  inclose  you  di.spatch  wlijclj  explains  itself  (see  co})y  following).  If 
the  enemy  should  be  strongly  re-enforced  in  cavalry,  he  might,  by  turning  our  right, 

*  As  written  by  Halleck, 
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give  iis  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  I  shall  hold  on  here  until  the  enemy’s  movements 
are  developed,  and  shall  only  fear  an  attack  on  my  right,  which  I  shall  make  every 
preparation  for  guarding  against  and  resisting. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commandiafj. 

Lieutenant-General  Early  : 

Be  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  my  forces  join  you  and  wo  will  crush  Sheridan. 

LONGSTREET, 

Lieu  tenan  t-  Gen  era  I . 

This  message  was  takeu  off  tlie  rebel  signal  flag  on  Three  Top  Moun¬ 
tain.  My  first  thought  was  that  it  was  a  ruse,  but  on  reflection  cleemetl 
it  best  to  abandon  the  cavalry  raid  and  give  to  General  Wright  the 
entire  strength  of  the  army.  I  therefore  ordered  the  cavalry  to  return 
and  report  to  him,  and  addressed  the  following  note  on  the  subject: 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Front  Eoifal,  October  16,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  cavalry  is  all  ordered  back  to  you;  make  your  position  strong.  If 
Longstreet’s  dispatch  is  true,  he  is  under  the  impression  that  we  have  largely  de¬ 
tached.  I  will  go  over  to  Augur,  and  may  get  additional  news.  Close  in  Colonel 
Powell,  who  wili  be  at  this  point.  If  the  enemy  should  make  an  advance  I  know 
you  will  defeat  him.  Look  well  to  your  ground  and  be  well  prepared.  Get  u]) 
everything  that  can  be  spared.  I  will  bring  up  all  I  can,  and  will  be  up  on  Tuesday, 
if  not  sooner. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General . 

After  sending  this  note  I  continued  through  Manassas  Gap  and  on 
to  Piedmont,  and  from  thence  by  rail  to  Washington,  arriving  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th.  At  12  m.  I  returned  by  special  train  to  Martins- 
burg,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  at  Winchester,  in  company 
with  Colonels  Thom  and  Alexander,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  sent  with  me 
by  General  Halleck.  During  my  absence  the  enemy  had  gathered  all 
his  strength,  and,  in  the  night  of  the  18th  and  early  on  the  lOth,  moved 
silently  from  Fisher’s  Hill,  through  Strasburg,  pushed  a  heavy  turning 
column  across  the  Shenandoah,  on  the  road  from  Strasburg  to  Front 
Eoyal,  and  again  recrossed  the  river  at  Bowman’s  Ford,  striking  Crook, 
who  held  the  left  of  our  line,  in  flank  and  rear,  so  unexpectedly  and 
forcibly  as  to  drive  in  his  outposts,  invade  his  camp,  and  turn  his  posi¬ 
tion.  This  surprise  was  owing,  probably,  to  not  closing  in  Powell,  or 
that  the  cavalry  divisions  of  Merritt  and  Custer  were  placed  on  the 
right  of  our  line,  where  it  had  always  occurred  to  me  there  was  but 
little  danger  of  attack.  This  was  followed  by  a  direct  attack  upon  our 
front,  and  the  result  was  that  the  whole  army  was  driven  back  in  con¬ 
fusion  to  a  point  about  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Middletown,  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  infantry  not  even  preserving  a  company  organiza¬ 
tion.  At  about  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19  th  of  October  an  ofticer 
on  picket  at  Winchester  reported  artillery  firing,  but,  supposing  it  re¬ 
sulted  from  a  reconnaissance  which  had  been  ordered  for  this  morning, 
I  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  was  unconscious  of  the  true  condition  of 
affairs  until  about  9  o’clock,  when,  having  ridden  through  the  town,  of 
Winchester,  the  sound  of  the  artillery  made  a  battle  unmistakable,  and 
on  reaching  Mill  Creek,  half  a  mile  soutli  of  Winchester,  the  head  of  the 
fugitives  appeared  in  sight,  trains  and  men  coming  to  the  rear  with 
appalling  rapidity,  I  imiaediately  gave  directions  to  halt  and  park  the 
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trains  at  Mill  Creek,  and  ordered  the  brigade  at  Winchester  to  stretch 
across  the  country  and  stop  all  stragglers.  Taking  twenty  men  from 
my  escort,  I  pushed  on  to  the  front,  leaving  the  balance  under  General 
Forsyth  and  Colonels  Thom  and  Alexander  to  do  what  they  could  in 
stemming  the  torrent  of  fugitives.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  hundreds 
of  the  men,  when  on  reflection  found  they  had  not  done  themselves 
justice,  came  back  with  cheers. 

On  arriving  at  the  front  I  found  Merritt’s  and  Custer’s  divisions  of 
cavalry,  under  Torbert,  and  General  Getty’s  division,  of  the  Sixth 
Coips,  opposing  the  enemy.  I  suggested  to  General  Wright  that  we 
v'ould  flght  on  Getty’s  line  and  to  transfer  Custer  to  the  right  at  once, 
as  he  (Custer)  and  Merritt,  from  being  on  the  right  in  the  morning,  had 
been  transferred  to  the  left;  that  the  remaining  two  divisions  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  which  were  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Getty  about  two  miles, 
should  be  ordered  uj),  and  also  that  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  which  was 
on  the  right  and  rear  of  these  two  divisions,  should  be  hastened  up 
before  the  enemy  attacked  Getty.  I  then  started  out  all  my  staff 
officers  to  bring  up  these  troops,  and  was  so  convinced  that  we  would 
soon  be  attacked  that  I  went  back  myself  to  urge  them  on .  Im  mediately 
after  I  returned  and  assumed  command.  General  Wright  returning  to 
his  corps,  Getty  to  his  division,  and  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on 
the  i^rolongation  of  General  Getty’s  line,  and  a  tem]iorary  breast- work 
of  rails,  logs,  &c.,  thrown  up  hastily.  Shortly  after  this  was  done  the 
enemy  advanced,  and  from  a  point  on  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle  I 
could  see  his  columns  moving  to  the  attack,  and  at  once  notified  coitus 
commanders  to  be  prepared.  This  assault  fell  x)rincipally  on  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  and  was  repulsed.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that 
the  strength  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  and  Crook’s  command 
Avas  now  being  rapidly  augmented  by  the  return  of  those  who  had  gone 
to  the  rear  early  in  the  day.  Reports  coming  in  from  the  Front  Royal 
l)ike,  on  which  Powell’s  division  of  cavalry  was  posted,  to  the  effect 
tliat  a  heavy  column  of  infantry  was  moving  on  that  pike  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester,  and  that  he  (Powell)  was  retiring  and  would  come  in  at 
Newtown,  caused  me  great  anxiety  for  the  time,  and  although  I  could 
not  fully  believe  that  such  a  movement  would  be  undertaken,  still  it 
delayed  my  general  attack.  At  4  j).  m.  I  ordered  the  adA^ance.  This 
attack  was  brilliantly  made,  and  as  the  enemy  was  protected  by  rail 
breast-works,  and  at  some  portions  of  his  line  by  stone  fences,  his  resist¬ 
ance  was  very  determined.  His  line  of  battle  overlapped  the  right  ot 
mine,  and  by  turning  AAith  th.is  portion  of  it  on  the  flank  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  caused  a  slight  momentary  confusion.  This  movement 
AA'as  checked,  however,  by  a  counter-charge  of  General  McMillan’s 
brigade  upon  there-entering  angle  thus  formed  by  the  enemy,  and  his 
flanking  i^arty  cut  off.  It  Avas  at  this  stage  of  the  battle  that  Custer 
was  ordered  to  charge  Avith  his  entire  division,  but,  although  the  order 
Avas  promptly  obeyed,  it  Avas  not  in  time  to  caxffure  tlie  Avhole  of  the 
force  thus  cut  off',  and  many  escaped  across  Cedar  Creek.  Simultaneous 
Avith  tliis  charge  a  combined  movement  of  the  whole  line  drove  the 
enemy  in  confusion  to  the  creek,  where,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  cross¬ 
ing,  his  army  became  routed.  Custer,  finding  a  ford  on  Cedar  Creek  Avest 
of  the  pike,  and  Devin,  of  Merritt’s  division,  one  to  the  east  of  it,  they 
each  made  the  crossing  just  after  dark  and  pursued  the  routed  mass  of 
the  enemy  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  Avhere  this  strong  imsition  gave  him  some 
protection  against  our  cavalry,  but  the  most  of  his  transportation  had 
been  captured,  tiie  road  from  Cedar  Cheek  to  Fislier’s  Hill,  a  distance 
of  over  three  miles,  being  literally  blockaded  by  wagons,  ambulances, 
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artillery,  caissons,  &c.  The  enemy  did  not  halt  his  main  force  at 
Fisher’s  Hill,  hut  continued  the  retreat  during  the  night  to  New  Market, 
where  his  army  had,  on  a  similar  previous  occasion,  come  together  by 
means  of  the  numerous  roads  that  converge  to  this  x)oint. 

This  battle  practically  ended  the  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
When  it  opened  we  found  our  enemy  boastful  ^^nd  confident,  unwilling 
to  acknowledge  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  were  their  equal  in  cour¬ 
age  and  manliness;  when  it  closed  with  Cedar  Creek  this  impression 
had  been  removed  from  his  mind,  and  gave  place  to  good  sense  and  a 
strong  desire  to  quit  fighting.  The  very  best  troops  of  the  Confederacy 
had  not  only  been  defeated,  but  had  been  routed  in  successive  engage¬ 
ments,  until  their  spirit  and  esprit  were  destroyed.  In  obtaining  these 
results,  however,  our  loss  in  officers  and  men  was  severe.  Practically 
all  territory  north  of  the  James  River  now  belonged  to  me,  and  the 
holding  of  the  lines  about  Petersburg  and  Richmond  by  the  enemy 
must  have  been  embarrassing,  and  invited  the  question  of  good  military 
judgment. 

On  entering  the  Valley  it  was  not  my  object  by  flank  movements 
to  make  the  enemy  change  his  base,  nor  to  move  as  far  up  as  the 
James  River,  and  thus  give  him  the  opportunity  of  making  me  change 
my  base,  thereby  converting  it  into  a  race-course  as  heretofore,  but  to 
destroy,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  that  which  was  truly  the  Confed¬ 
eracy — its  armies.  In  doing  this,  so  far  as  the  opposing  army  was  con¬ 
cerned,  our  success  was  such  that  there  was  no  one  connected  with  the 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah  who  did  not  so  fully  realize  it  as  to  render  the 
issuing  of  congratulatory  orders  unnecessary.  Every  officer  and  man 
was  made  to  understand,  that  when  a  victory  was  gained,  it  was  not 
more  than  their  duty,  nor  less  than  their  country  expected  from  her 
gallant  sons. 

At  Winchester,  for  a  moment,  tlie  contest  was  uncertain,  but  the 
gallant  attack  of  General  Upton’s  brigade,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  re¬ 
stored  the  line  of  battle,  until  the  turning  column  of  Crook,  and  Mer¬ 
ritt’s  and  Averell’s  divisions  of  cavalry,  under  Torbert,  sent  the 
enemy  whirling  through  Winchester.”  In  thus  particularizing  com¬ 
mands  and  commanders,  I  only  speak  in  the  sense  that  they  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  available  at  these  important  movements.  In  the 
above-mentioned  attack  by  Upton’s  brigade  the  lamented  Russell  fell. 
He  had  been  previously  wounded,  but  refused  to  leave  the  field.  His 
death  brought  sadness  to  every  heart  in  the  army. 

It  was  during  a  reconnaissance  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  made  on  the  13th  of 
October,  18G4,  that  Col.  George  U.  Wells,  commanding  a  brigade  in 
Crook’s  cori:>s,  Avas  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his  men. 

At  Fisher’s  Hill  it  was  again  the  good  fortune  of  General  Crook’s 
command  to  start  the  enemy,  and  of  General  Ricketts’  division,  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  to  first  gallantly  swing  in  and  more  fully  initiate  the  rout. 

At  Cedar  Creek  Getty’s  division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  Merritt’s 
and  Custer’s  divisions  of  cavalry,  under  Torbert,  confronted  the  enemy 
from  the  first  attack  in  the  morning  until  the  battle  was  decided,  still 
none  behaved  more  gallantly  or  exhibited  greater  courage  than  those 
who  returned  fi  om  the  rear  determined  to  reoccupy  their  lost  cam]). 
In  this  engagement,  early  in  the  morning,  the  gallant  Colonel  LoavoII, 
of  the  regular  brigade,  Avas  wounded  while  in  the  advance  in  echelon 
of  Getty’s  division,  but  would  not  leave  his  command,  remaining  until 
the  final  attack  on  the  enemy  was  made,  in  Avhich  he  was  killed.  Gen¬ 
erals  Bidwell,  of  the  Sixth  fhrps,  and  Tlioburn,  of  Crook’s  command, 
were  also  killed  in  the  morning  Avhile  behaving  with  conspicuous  gal¬ 
lantry. 
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I  submit  the  following  list  of  the  corps,  division,  and  brigade  com¬ 
manders  who  were  wounded  in  the  campaign  (the  killed  having  already 
been  especially  noticed),  regretting  that  the  scope  of  this  report  will 
not  admit  of  my  specifying  by  name  all  the  many  gallant  men  who 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  numerous  engagements  in  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley,  and  most  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  accompanying 
sub-reports  for  such  particulars  as  will,  I  trust,  do  full  justice  to  all : 
Generals  H.  G.  Wright,  J.  B.  Kicketts,  Grover,  Duval,  E.  IJpton,  R.  S. 
Mackenzie,  Kitching  (since  died  of  wounds),  J.  B.  McIntosh,  G.  H.  Chap¬ 
man,  Thomas  C.  Devin,  Penrose;  Cols.  D.  D.  Johnson,  Daniel  Macauley, 
Jacob  Sharpe. 

From  the  7th  of  August,  the  Middle  Department,  Department  of 
Washington,  Department  of  the  Sus(piehanna,  and  the  Department  of 
West  Virginia,  were  under  my  command,  and  I  desire  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  their  respective  commanders,  Maj.  Gens.  Lew.  Wallace, 
C.  C.  Augur,  Couch,  and  Cadwalader,  and  to  Major-Generals  Hunter 
and  Crook,  who  at  separate  times  commanded  the  latter  depart¬ 
ment,  for  the  assistance  given  me.  General  Augur  operated  very 
effectively  with  a  small  force  under  his  command,  the  reports  of  which 
were  forwarded  direct,  to  the  War  Department.  After  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  the  Valley  up  to  Feb¬ 
ruary  27, 1865,  the  day  on  which  the  cavalry  moved  from  Winchester  to 
Petersburg. 

On  the  night  of  N'ovember  11,  1864,  General  Early  moved  some 
of  his  shattered  forces  to  the  north  of  Cedar  Creek,  for  the  imr- 
pose  of  bluster,  I  suppose,  as  on  the  nigdit  of  the  following  day  he 
hastily  retired.  In  consequence  of  contradictory  information  received 
from  scouts  and  captured  cavalry  iwisoners,  I  was  unconvinced  of  any 
rebel  infantry  being  in  my  vicinity,  until  it  was  too  late  to  overtake  it 
in  its  galloping  retreat,  a  retreat  which  was  continued  until  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lacey’s  Springs,  near  Harrisonburg.  Powell  engaged  the 
rebel  cavalry  co-operating  on  the  Front  Eoyal  pike  with  this  force,  and 
drove  it  through  Front  Royal  to  Milford,  capturing  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery. 

During  this  campaign  I  was  at  times  annoyed  by  guerrilla  bands,  th(‘ 
most  formidable  of  which  was  under  a  partisan  chief  named  Mosby, 
who  made  his  headquarters  east  of  the  Blue  .Ridge,  in  the  section  of 
country  about  IJi)perville.  I  had  constantly  refused  to  oi:)erate  against 
these  bands,  believing  them  to  be,  substantially,  a  benefit  to  me,  as 
they  prevented  straggling  and  kept  my  trains  well  closed  up,  and  dis¬ 
charged  such  other  duties  as  would  have  required  a  provost  guard  of 
at  least  two  regiments  of  cavalry.  In  retaliation  for  the  assistance  and 
sympathy  given  them,  however,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Loudoun  Valley, 
General  Merritt,  with  tv  o  brigades  of  cavalry,  was  directed  to  proceed 
on  tlie  28th  of  November,  1864,  to  that  valley,  under  the  following- 
instructions: 


llEADQrARTERS  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

November  27,  1SG4. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Cavalrg  Division : 

General:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  to-niorrow  morning  at  7  o’clock, 
with  the  two  brigades  of  your  division  now  in  camp,  to  the  east  side  of  the  Blue 
Jiidge,  via  Ashl)y’s  Gap,  and  operate  against  the  guerrillas  in  the  district  of  country 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  line  of  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad  as  far  east  as  White 
Plains,  on  the  east  by  the  Bull  Run  range,  on  the  west  by  the  Shenandoah  River, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  Potomac.  I'liis  section  has  )»een  the  hot-bed  of  lawless 
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bands,  who  have  from  time  to  time  depredated  upon  small  parties  on  the  line  of 
army  communications,  on  safeguards  left  at  houses,  and  on  troops.  Their  real  object 
is  plunder  and  highway  robbery.  To  clear  the  country  of  these  parties  that  are 
bringing  destruction  upon  the  innocent,  as  well  as  their  guilty  supporters,  by  their 
cowardly  acts,  you  will  consume  and  destroy  all  forage  and  subsistence,  burn  all 
barns  and  mills  and  their  contents,  and  drive  oif  all  stock  in  the  region  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  which  are  above  described.  This  order  must  be  literally  executed,  bearing 
in  mind,  however,  that  no  dwellings  are  to  be  burned,  and  that  no  personal  violence 
be  olfered  the  citizens.  The  ultimate  results  of  the  guerrilla  system  of  warfare  is 
the  total  destruction  of  all  private  rights  in  the  country  occupied  by  such  parties. 
This  destruction  may  as  well  commence  at  once,  and  the  responsibility  of  it  must 
rest  upon  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  who  have  acknowledged  the  legitimacy  of 
guerrilla  bands.  The  injury  done  this  army  by  them  is  very  slight.  The  injury  they 
have  inflicted  upon  the  people,  and  upon  the  rebel  army,  may  be  counted  by  mil¬ 
lions.  The  Reserve  Brigade  of  your  division  will  move  to  Snickersville  on  the  29th. 
Snickersville  should  be  your  point  of  concentration  and  the  point  from  which  you 
should  operate  in  destroying  toward  the  Potomac.  Four  days’  subsistence  will  be 
taken  by  the  command.  Forage  can  be  gathered  from  the  country  through  which 
you  pass.  You  will  return  to  your  present  camp  at  Snickersville  on  the  fifth  day. 

By  command  of  Maj,  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan: 

JAMES  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

On  December  19  General  Torbert,  with  Merritt’s  and  Powell’s  divis¬ 
ions,  was  pushed  through  Chester  Gap  to  strike  the  Virginia  Central 
Kailroad  at  Charlottesville  or  Gordon sville.  An  engagement  took  place, 
in  which  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured,  but  failing  to  gain  Gor- 
donsville  or  strike  the  railroad  he  returned  to  Winchester,  via  War- 
renton.  Custer,  with  his  division,  was  at  the  same  time  pushed  up  the 
Valley  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Torbert,  but  encountering  the 
enemy  near  Harrisonburg,  who  attacked  his  camp  at  daylight  on  the 
ensuing  day,  he  was  obliged,  in  consequence  of  superior  force,  to  retire. 
The  weather  was  so  intensely  cold  during  these  raids  that  horses  and 
men  suffered  most  severely,  and  many  of  the  latter  were  badly  frost¬ 
bitten. 

On  the  5th  of  February  Harry  Gilmor,  who  appeared  to  be  the  last 
link  between  Maryland  and  the  Confederacy,  and  whose  person  1  desired 
in  order  that  this  link  might  be  severed,  was  made  prisoner  near  Moore- 
held,  his  capture  being  very  skillfully  ipade  by  Colonel  Young,  my  chief 
of  scouts,  and  a  party  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitaker,  First  Con¬ 
necticut  Cavalry,  sent  to  supj)ort  him.  Gilmor  and  Mosby  carried  on 
the  same  style  of  warfare,  running  trains  off'  railways,  robbing  the  pas¬ 
sengers,  &c. 

In  closing  this  report  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  skill, 
energy,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  my  corps  and  division  commanders, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  assistance  given  me 
by  them  at  all  times.  To  the  members  of  my  staff',  who  so  cheerfully  on 
ail  occasions  gave  me  their  valuable  assistance,  who  so  industriously 
labored  to  execute  every  duty  promptly,  and  who  always  behaved  with 
gallantry,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks.  They  all  joined  with  me  in  the 
deep  grief  felt  at  the  loss  siistained  by  the  army,  and  the  friendly  ties 
broken  by  the  death  of  their  fellow  staff  officers.  Colonel  Tolies,  chief 
quartermaster,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Ohlenschlager,  medical  inspector, 
who  were  killed  while  on  their  way  from  Martinsburg  to  Cedar  Creek  in 
October,  1864,  and  in  that  of  the  dealJi  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Meigs, 
my  chief  engineer,  who  was  killed  while  examining  and  mapping  the 
country  near  Bridgewater,  just  above  Harrisonburg.  This  young  officer 
was  endeared  to  me  on  account  of  his  invaluable  knowledge  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  his  rapid  sketching,  his  great  intelligence,  and  his  manly  and  sol- 
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dierly  qualities.  I  would  also  liere  especially  mention  the  loss  of  two 
of  my  most  efficient  staff  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Kellogg  and 
O’Keeffe,  both  of  whom  died  after  having  passed  through  the  dangers 
and  privations  of  years  of  warfare,  the  former  of  fever,  consequent  upon 
excessive  labor  during  the  campaign  from  Petersburg  to  Api)omattox, 
the  latter  from  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Five  Forks. 

The  report  of  the  march  from  Winchester  to  Petersburg,*  to  engage  in 
the  final  campaign,  has  heretofore  been  furnished,  but  I  consider  it  in 
fact  a  sequel  to  this. 

I  attach  hereto  an  abstract  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured 
from  the  enemy  during  the  campaign  (the  101  pieces  of  artillery  being 
exclusive  of  the  twenty-four  pieces  recaptured  in  the  afternoon  at  Cedar 
Creek),  also  a  detailed  report  of  my  casualties,  Avhicli  are,  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate,  as  follows :  Killed,  1,938;  wounded,  11,893;  missing,  3,121;  total, 
16,952. 

The  records  of  the  provost-marshal.  Middle  Military  Division,  show 
about  13,000  prisoners  (as  per  annexed  certificate)  to  have  been  received 
by  him,  and  receipts  are  among  the  records  of  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Middle  Military  Division,  for  forty-nine  battle-flags,  forwarded 
to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAK, 
Major-General^  U.  8.  Army. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  Monocacy  Bridge,  Md.,  Angnst  5,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Bepartment  of  West  Virginia : 

General:  Concentrate  all  your  available  forces  without  delay  in 
the  vicinity  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  leaving  only  such  railroad  guards  and 
garrisons  for  public  property  as  may  be  necessary.  Use  in  this  concen¬ 
tration  the  railroad,  if  by  so  doing  time  can  be  saved.  From  Harper’s 
Ferry,  if  it  is  found  that  the  enemy  has  moved  north  of  the  Potomac 
in  great  force,  push  north,  following  and  attacking  him  wherever  found; 
following  him  if  driven  south  of  the  Potomac  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do 
so.  If  it  is  ascertained  the  enemy  has  but  a  small  force  north  of  the 
Potomac,  then  push  south  with  the  main  force,  detailing,  under  a  com¬ 
petent  commander,  a  sufficient  force  to  look  after  the  raiders  and  drive 
them  to  their  homes.  In  detailing  such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry 
now  en  route  from  Washington,  via  Eockville,  may  be  taken  into  account. 
There  are  now  on  the  w  ay  to  join  you  three  other  brigades  of  the  best 
cavalry,  numbering  at  least  5,000  men  and  horses.  These  will  be 
instructed,  in  the  absence  of  further  orders,  to  join  you  by  the  south 
side  of  the  Potomac.  One  brigade  wdll  probably  start  to-morrow\  In 
pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  as  it  is  expected  you  Avill  have  to 
go  first  or  last,  it  is  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  invite  tin* 
enemy  to  return.  Take  all  provisions,  forage,  and  stock  wanted  for  th(‘ 
use  of  your  command;  such  as  cannot  be  consumed  destroy.  It  is  not 
desirable  that  buildings  should  be  destroyed;  they  should  rather  be  ])ro- 
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tected,  but  tbe  people  slioiild  be  informed  that  so  long  as  any  army  can 
subsist  among  them  recurrences  of  these  raids  must  be  expected,  and 
we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at  all  hazards.  Bear  in  mind  the 
object  is  to  drive  the  enemy  south,  and  to  do  this  you  want  to  keep  him 
always  in  sight.  Be  guided  in  your  course  by  the  coui  se  he  takes. 
Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving  regular 
vouchers  for  such  as  may  be  taken  from  loyal  citizens.* 

Very  respectfully, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Abstract  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  from  the  enemy  by  the  U.  S.  Forces 
commanded  by  Maj.  Gen,  P.  H.  Sheridan,  campaign  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va., 
1864. 


Whereabouts  of  captured  ord¬ 
nance. 

Date  of  receipt. 

Light  12-pounder 
guns, bronze 
(U.  S.). 

Light  12-ponnder 
guns,  iron  (C.  S.). 

Light  12-pounder 

guns,  bronze 

(C.  S.). 

1=1 

3 

Ssc 

So 

.3 

cc  1 

o 

'  o 

pa  a: 

^  . 

CO 

CO 

3 -inch  cast-iron 

guns,  r i  11  ed 

(C.  S.). 

Wflsbington  Arsenal . 

October  19 . 

2 

12 

Do  .  . 

October  29 . 

4 

8 

7 

1 

2- 

Do . 

November  14 . 

1 

Do . 

November  17  .  ... 

1 

1 

Do . . 

November  18 . 

Do . 

December  31 . 

2 

Alleghany  Arsenal . 

August  20 . 

4 

Uarper’s  Ferry  depot  _ _ ...... 

December  28 . 

6 

6 

Dll  Prmt.’s  linttery  _ 

October  19 . 

1 

Total . 

12 

9 

7 

1 

29 

2 


1 


3 


Whereabouts  of  captured  ord¬ 
nance. 

i 

Date  of  receipt. 

3-inch  rilled 
bronze  gun  (C.  S.). 

lO-pounder  Par¬ 
rotts  (O.M.,  D.  S.), 

6-pounder,  bronze 
(U.  S.). 

12- pounder  moun-  j 
tain  howitzers  | 
(U.  S.). 

12-pounder  field  ! 
howitzer  (U.  S.).  i 

3-inch  ordnance 
and  12-ponnder 
light  (U.  S.). 

Total  artillery.  j 

V'^ashington  Arsenal . 

October  19 . 

1 

1 

16 

Dn  _ 

October  25 . 

1 

1 

Do . 

October  29 . 

24 

Do  . 

November  7 . 

10 

10 

Do  . 

November  14 . 

1 

1 . 

2 

Do . 

November  17 . 

2 

Do  . 

November  18  .... 

1 

1 . 

2 

Do  . 

December  31  . 

2 

Alle^'liany  Arsenal . 

August  20 . 

i . 

4 

1 

13 

l)ii  Print’s  hat, tiCiry . 

October  19  . 

1 

lleissued  to  batteries  in  Middle 

Various  times  be¬ 
tween  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1864,  and 
January  1,  1865. 

24 

24 

Military  Division  by  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Department. 

■ 

Total . 

1 

11 

1  , 

2 

1 

24 

101 

*  For  this  communication,  as  quoted  by  Grant,  see  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  I,  p.  29. 
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Abstract  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  from  the  enemy,  fc. — Continued. 


Whereabouts  of  cap¬ 
tured  ordnance 
stores. 


Date  of  re¬ 
ceipt. 


o 


o 


pi 

s 


rn 

a 


Washington  Arsenal  .. 

Alleghany  Arsenal .... 
Harper's  Ferry  depot. . 

Da  Pout’s  battery . 

Eeissued  to  batteries 
in  Middle  Military 
Division  by  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Department. 


Various 
times. 
Aug.  20  .. . 

Dec.  28 - 

Oct.  19.... 
Various 
times 
between 
Sept.  1, 

1864,  and 
Jan.  1, 

1865. 


Total 


47 


34 


120 


85  i  128 


44 


1,  486 


1,530 


34 


1,117 


1, 151 


644 

i,'638' 


1,  682 


207 


207 


497 


497 


1,184 


1,426 


1,184  1  5,067 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Jamio.ry  7,  1865. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  ordnance  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores  captured  by  Major-General  Sheridan  and  turned  over  to  the 
Ordnance  Department  for  reissue  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865. 

GEO.  W.  McKEE, 

First  Lieutetiant  of  Ordnance^  TJ.  S.  Army., 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer.,  Middle  Military  Division. 


[Inclosure  Ho.  3.] 

List  of  casualties  in  the  U.  S.  Forces  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  1*.  II.  Sheridan,  campaign 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.,  1864. 


Battle. 

Date. 

i 

1  Killed.  ! 

1  1 

O) 

p 

o 

Missing.  ! 

1 

Aggregate. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Oppqnnr. .  .  .  .  . .  . 

Sept.  19.. . 
Sept.  22. . . 
Oct.  19... 

213 

24 

‘255 

1,424 
210 
1.  666 

48 

3 

294 

11 

1,685 

237 

2,215 

762 

Fisher’s  Hill . 

Cedar  Creek . 

Recounnissnuces  and  uiiunr  eiio’agPTneuts . 

86  !  665 

Total . 

!  578 

3,  965 

356 

4,  899 

NINETEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Opeqnon .  . 

Sept.  19. . . 
Sept.  22. . .! 
Oct.  19... 

275 

11 

243 

57 

1,228 

47 

1,3.52 

446 

89.3 

13 

1,  956 
60 
2,488 
516 

Fisher’s  Hill . 

Cedar  Creek . 

Reconnaissances  and  minor  engagements . 

Total . : . 

1  .586 

3,  073  1 

1,  361 

5,020 

ARMY  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill . 

Cedar  Creek . . . : . 

5  Sept.  19..; 
^Sept.  22.. S 

1  Oct.  19... 

105 

1  46 
150 

840 

268 

839 

8 

533 

96 

953 

847 

1,085 

Reconnaissances  and  minor  engagements . 

Total . 1 . 

1  301 

1,947 

637 

2,  885 
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Ilattle. 

Date. 

s 

S 

O 

Missing. 

Aggregate.  1 

PROVISIONAI.  DIVISION. 

Cedar  ('reek . 

Oct.  19... 

Sept.  19.. . 
Oct.  9... 
Oct.  19... 

19 

91 

121 

231 

CAVALRY. 

OpoqiiOH .  . 

65 

9 

25 

355 

267 
48 
139 
2,  363 

109 

i 

441 

214 

3,205 

Tom’.s  Creek  [Tom’s  Brook] . 

Cedar  Creek . 

50 

487 

'I'wentv-six  other  engagements . 

Total . 

454 

2,  817 

646 

3,  917 

Grand  total  * . 

1,938 

11,  893 

3, 121 

16, 952 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Sional  Officer, 

Neiv  Orleans j  La.^  November  18,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  number  of  Confederate 
prisoners  received  by  the  forces  under  your  command  from  August  1, 
1864,  to  March  1,  1865,  Avas  about  13,000.  The  names  of  nearly  that 
number  are  recorded  on  the  books  recently  used  in  the  office  of  the 
provost-marshal-general.  Middle  Military  Division. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 

Late  Provost-Marshal- General,  Midclle  Military  Pirision. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  IT.  S.  Army. 

ADDENDA  . 

Headquarters  Middi.e  Military  Division, 

September  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

A  (Ijuta^it- General  U.  S.  Army  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  fon^ard  herewith  as  complete  a 
field  return  as  is  possible  at  the  present  time.  The  most  strenuous 
exertions  are  being  made  by  me  to  obtain  a  full  return,  but  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  such  from  the  commanding  officer  Department  of  West 
Virginia,  because  of  his  command  covering  so  great  an  extent  of  coun¬ 
try,  has  so  far  prevented.  The  inclosed  return  does  not  include  the 
cavalry  under  Averell  (about  2,500)  or  the  troops  of  the  Departments 
of  Washington,  Susquehanna,  or  Middle.  I  simply  forward  it  you  as  a 
statement,  showing  the  number  of  men  for  duty  south  of  the  Potomac, 
hoping  soon  to  furnish  complete  all  reports  required. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Afajor-  General. 


*  For  revised  statements  of  losses  at  the  Oi)e(xuou,  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  Cedar  Creek, 
see  pp.  112,  120,  131. 
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[In  closure.] 


Field  return  of  troops  in  the  field  belone/ing  to  the  Middle  Military  Division,  September 

to,  1864. 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

6 

CS 

tf) 

Officers. 

Men. 

bC 

bo 

<) 

Sixth  Army  Corps : 

Xnfa.ntry 

1  668 

12. 028 
626 

12, 674 
648 

Artillery  .........t.. . . . . . . . . . 

22 

Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

Infantry  _ ......... . . . . ...... _ ... 

660 

12, 1.50 
208 

12, 810 
215 

Artillery  . . . -  . . - . . 

7 

Army  of  West  Virginia: 

Infantry  .  . . . 

306 

6,  834 
355 

7, 140 
367 

A rtillp.py  --  -  . . - . . 

12 

Cavalry  (General  Torbert) . 

339 

6, 126 
346 

6,  465 
353 

Artillery  ........... . . . . 

7 

Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry  ct . . . 

204 

4,  611 

4,  815 

Total  .  . 

2,  203’^- 

43, 284 

45, 487 

a  Artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry. 


r.  H.  SHEEIDANT, 
Major- General j  Commanding, 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washmgton,  September  ^0^  1864, 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Winehester^  Va. : 

Have  just  heard  of  your  great  victory.  God  bless  you  all,  officers 
and  men.  Strongly  inclined  to  come  up  and  see  you. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
War  Department, 

Washington,  September  20,  1864.  (Sent  8  p.  in.) 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

In  the  Field  : 

Please  accept  for  yourself  and  your  gallant  army  the  thanks  of  the 
President  and  this  Department  for  your  great  battle  and  brilliant  vic¬ 
tory  of  yesterday. 

Tlie  President  has  appointed  you  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Kegular 
Army,  and  you  have  been  assigned  to  the  permanent  command  of  the 
Middle  Division.  One  hundred  guns  were  fired  here  at  noon  to-day  in 
honor  of  your  victorv. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  Field,  City  Pomt,  Va.,  September  22,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Strasburg,  Va.  : 

I  congratulate  you  and  the  army  serving  under  you  for  the  great 
victory  just  achieved.  It  lias  been  most  opportune  in  jioint  of  time 


*  So  in  original.  The  addition  of  the  coluiun  is  2,225,  which,  if  the  factors  are 
correctly  stated,  would,  make  the  “aggregate’’ 45,509, 
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and  effect.  It  will  open  again  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public 
the  very  important  line  of  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio,  and  also 
the  Chesapeake  Canal.  Better  still,  it  wipes  out  much  of  tlie  stain 
upon  our  arms  by  previous  disasters  in  th^t  locality.  May  your  good 
work  continue  is  now  the  prayer  of  all  loyal  men. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


War  Department, 

Washington.,  October  12,  1864.  (Sent  9  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Sheridan: 

This  Department  again  tenders  its  thanks  to  you,  and  through  yon 
to  Major-General  Torbert,  Generals  Merritt  and  Custer,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  their  command,  for  the  brilliant  victory  won  last 
Sunday  by  their  gallantry  over  the  rebel  cavalry  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  Under  gallant  leaders  your  cavalry  has  become  the  efficient 
arm  in  this  war  that  it  has  proved  in  other  countries,  and  is  winning 
by  its  exploits  the  admiration  of  the  Government  and  the  country. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  October  22,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

With  great  pleasure  1  tender  to  you  and  your  brave  army  the  thanks 
of  the  nation  and  my  own  personal  admiration  and  gratitude  for  the 
month’s  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  especially  for  tlie 
splendid  work  of  October  19,  1864. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  282.  )  Washington,  November  14,  1864. 

Ordered  by  the  President. 

#*#*#** 

II.  That  for  the  personal  gallantry,  military  skill,  and  just  confidence 
in  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  his  troops,  displayed  by  Piiilip  H. 
Sheridan,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  at  Cedar  Run,  whereby,  under 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  his  routed  army  was  reorganized,  a  great 
national  disaster  averted,  and  a  brilliant  victory  achieved  over  the 
rebels  for  the  third  time  in  pitched  battle  within  thirty  days,  Philip  H. 
Sheridan  is  appointed  Major-General  in  the  IT.  S.  Army,  to  rank  as 
such  from  the  8th  day  of  November,  18()4. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

L.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assist  an  t  A  djn  tant-  General. 
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General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

Ko.  20.  )  Washington^  February  11  j  1865. 

The  following  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  published  for  the  information 
of  all  concerned : 


[Public  Resolution — No.  13.] 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  Major- 
General  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the 
gallantry,  military  skill,  and  courage  displayed  in  the  brilliant  series  of  victories 
achieved  by  them  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  especially  for  their  services 
at  Cedar  Rim  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixtj^-four, 
which  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day  and  thus  averted  a  great  disaster. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
hereby  is,  requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Major-General  Sheridan,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command. 

Approved  February  9,  1865. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Itinerary  of  the  TJ.  S.  Forces  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  PhiU]7  H.  Sher¬ 
idan.* 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS.! 

August  1  and  2. — In  camp  at  Frederick,  Md. 

August  3. — Moved  by  way  of  Slab  town  and  Buckeystown  across  the 
Monocacy  and  encamped  on  the  bank,  where  the  corps  remained  until 
the  night  of  the  5th,  when  it  moved  to  Monocacy  Junction. 

August  6. — Embarked  on  the  cars  in  the  morning  and  arrived  at 
Halltown,  Va.,  in  the  afternoon. 

August  7  to  9 — Encamped  at  Halltown,  Ya. 

August  10. — Moved  to  near  Berryville. 

August  11. — Moved  to  Milford  pike,  near  the  Opequon  Creek. 

August  12. — Moved  to  Cedar  Creek,  three  miles  from  Strasburg. 

August  13. — Advanced  to  hill  overlooking  Strasburg,  and  same  night 
returned  to  Cedar  Creek. 

August  14  to  16. — Remained  at  Cedar  Creek. 

August  17. — Moved  to  Opequon  Creek,  on  Berryville  pike,  leaving 
one  brigade  (First  Brigade,  First  Division)  at  Winchester.  This  bri¬ 
gade  was  engaged,  and  lost  about  300  officers  and  men. 

August  18. — Moved  to  near  Charlestown,  encamping  on  Smithfield 
pike. 

August  19  and  20. — At  Charlestown. 

*  From  returns  of  the  commands  indicated  for  August,  September,  October,  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  December,  1864. 

t  Commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Horatio R.  Wright, 
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August  21. — Enemy  attacked  us,  the  corps  losing  about  275  in  killed 
and  wounded;  repulsed  the  attack  of  the  enemy;  moved  at  night  to 
Halltown. 

A^igust  22  to  ,27.— Eemained  at  Halltown. 

August  28. — Moved  to  near  Charlestown,  on  Smithfield  pike,  where 
the  corps  remained  until  the  31st. 

September  1  to  3. — Encamped  near  Charlestown. 

September  3. — Marched  to  Clifton,  near  Berryville. 

September  3  to  19. — Eemained  there. 

September  13. — A  reconnaissance  was  made  to  the  Opequon  by  the 
Second  Division.  It  returned  same  day. 

September  19. — Moved  to  the  Opequon:  crossed  and  participated  in 
the  engagement  of  that  day. 

Septei7S)er  20. — Moved  from  Winchester  at  daylight;  marched  to 
Strasburg  and  encamped. 

September  21. — Took  an  advanced  position  from  the  enemy  at  Fisher’s 
Hill. 

September  22. — Participated  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill  and 
marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  encamping  at  Woodstock. 

September  23. — Continued  pursuit  and  encamped  one  mile  south  of 
Edenburg. 

September  24. — Moved  to  a  point  four  miles  south  of  New  Market  and 
encamped. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg.  Eemained  there  until  the 
29th. 

September  29. — Moved  to  Mount  Crawford  and  encamped. 

September  30. — Eeturned  to  Harrisonburg. 

October  1  to  6. — Eemained  in  camp  at  Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Marched  from  Harrisonburg  to  near  Mount  Jackson, 
encamping  at  Eude’s  Hill. 

October  7. — Marched  to  vicinity  of  Woodstock  and  encamped. 

October  8. — Moved  to  Strasburg;  remained  there  until  the  10th. 

October  10. — Moved  to  vicinity  of  Front Eoyal;  remained  thereuntil 
the  13th. 

October  13. — Marched  toward  Ashby’s  Gap.  On  arriving  near  the 
Shenandoah  Eiver  and  Ashby’s  Gap  the  orders  were  countermanded ; 
moved  back  to  Millwood  and  encamped. 

October  14. — Broke  camp  at  2  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  Cedar  Creek, 
encamping  on  the  north  bank ;  remained  until  the  19th. 

October  19. — Participated  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  seriously  defeated. 

October  20  to  31. — Eemained  in  our  old  camps. 

November  1  to  8. — Eemained  in  camp  at  Cedar  Creek. 

Noimnber  9. — Moved  to  vicinity  of  Kernstown  and  encamped. 

November  9  to  30. — Eemained  in  camp  near  Kernstown ;  slight  skir¬ 
mishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  10th  and  11th. 

Dece^nber  1. — First  Division  broke  camp  near  Kernstown ;  marched 
to  Stephenson’s  Station  and  took  cars  for  Washington;  arrived  there 
on  the  2d  and  at  once  embarked  on  transports  for  City  Point. 

December  4. — Arrived  at  City  Point;  proceeded  in  cars  to  Parke’s 
Station ;  from  thence  marched  to  the  line  of  works,  and  relieved  the 
Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps.  Eemained  in  camp  until  the  9th  instant. 

December  .9,-,— The  division  moved  out  to  Hatcher’s  Eun  as  a  support 
to  a  reconnaissance  made  by  General  Miles,  of  the  Second  Corps. 

December  Id,— Eeturned  to  camp,  where  they  still  remain. 
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December  1  to  9. — Second  Division  remained  near  Kernstownj  broke 
camp  on  the  9th  and  marched  to  Stephenson’s  Station  and  took  cars 
for  Washington. 

December  10. — Arrived  in  Washington  and  embarked  on  transports 
for  City  Point. 

December  16. — Arrived  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  encamped. 

Third  Division  remained  in  camp  near  Kernstown  until  the  3d. 

December  3. — Broke  camp,  and  marched  to  Stephenson’s  Station  j  took 
cars  for  Washington. 

December  4.^ Arrived  in  Washington  and  embarked  on  transports 
for  City  Point. 

Decemher  6. — Arrived  at  City  Point;  moved  to  the  line  of  works  and 
relieved  part  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 

December  9. — Made  a  reconnaissance  to  the  Vaughan  road. 

December  10. — Eeturned  to  camp. 

Deceynber  11  to  31. — Eemained  there. 

First  Division. 

August  2. — Moved  from  camp  near  Frederick  City  and  marched  to 
the  vicinity  of  Buckeystown,  where  we  remained  until  the  5th. 

August  5. — Moved  as  guard  to  the  train  to  Harper’s  Ferry ;  encamped 
at  Halltown,  where  we  remained  until  the  9th. 

August  9  [10]. — With  the  rest  of  the  corps  commenced  the  movement 
up  the  Valley  to  Strasburg. 

August  16. — Moved  down  the  Valley. 

August  18. — Arrived  at  Charlestown. 

August  21. — Moved  back  as  far  as  Halltown;  remained  until  the  28th, 
when  the  command  moved  as  far  as  Charlestown,  taking  up  its  old 
position. 

September  1  and  2. — In  camp  near  Charlestown,  Va. 

September  3. — Moved  from  camp  near  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  marched 
as  far  as  Clifton  and  intrenched  and  remained  until  the  19th. 

September  19. — With  the  rest  of  the  corps,  moved  to  the  Opequon; 
crossed  that  stream  and  participated  in  the  engagement  of  that  day. 

September  20. — Left  Winchester  at  daylight  and  marched  to  Stras¬ 
burg  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

September  22. — Participated  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill  and  fol¬ 
lowed  up  the  enemy  to  Harrisonburg. 

September  29. — Marched  to  Mount  Crawford  and  encamped  for  the 
night. 

September  5d.— Moved  back  to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped. 

October  1. — The  division  was  encamped  at  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

October  6. — Moved  from  Harrisonburg  to  Mount  Jackson,  twenty-four 
miles. 

October  7. — Moved  from  Mount  JaCkson  to  Woodstock,  twelve  miles. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Strasburg;  remained  in  camp  at  that  place 
until  the  10th,  when  the  division  moved  to  Front  Eoyal. 

October  13. — Moved  to  Millwood. 

October  14. — Moved  back  to  Cedar  Creek,  where  we  remained  in  camp 
until  the  19th,  when  the  division,  with  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps, 
participated  in  the  light  of  that  day.  At  night  the  old  camps  were 
reoccupied. 

November  i^.^Changed  camx)  from  Cedar  Creek  to  Kernstown,  four 
miles  soutli  of  Winchester,  Va. 
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November  11. — Reconnaissance  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  enemy  against  the 
right. 

November  14. — Enemy  retired  to  and  over  Cedar  Greek. 

November  15. — Commenced  intrenching  the  front  line. 

November  21. — Division,  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  reviewed  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan. 

November  30. — Received  orders  to  start  for  Petersburg. 

First  Brigade^  First  Division. 

[Angust.] — The  brigade  has  been  in  all  of  the  engagements  in  which 
the  Sixth  Corps  has  participated  during  the  month. 

[September.] — Since  last  return  (Se])tember  1)  the  brigade  has  been 
in  all  of  the  engagements  in  which  the  Sixth  Corps  has  participated. 

[  October.] — Since  last  return  the  brigade  has  been  in  all  of  the  engage¬ 
ments  in  which  the  Sixth  Corps  has  participated. 

[November.] — Since  last  return  the  brigade  has  been  encamped  near 
Winchester,  Va. 

December  1. — The  brigade  broke  camp  near  Winchester,  Ya.,  and 
marched  to  Stephenson’s  Station j  from  thence  by  rail  to  Washington 
and  boat  to  City  Point. 

December  4. — Arrived  at  City  Point. 

December  5. — Left  City  Point  and  arrived  at  its  present  camp  near 
Petersburg. 


Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 

August  1. — In  camp  about  four  miles  from  Frederick  City,  on  Jeffer¬ 
son  road. 

August  2. — Quiet  in  camp. 

Aug^ist  3. — Marched  to  Monocacy  and  encamped. 

August  5.— At  12  p.  m.  commenced  march  for  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  6. — Arrived  at  Harper’s  Ferry  at  3  p.  m. ;  encamped  at  Hall- 
town  at  6  p.  m. 

August  10. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  Clifton;  fifteen 
miles. 

August  11. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.  and  encamped  six  miles  from  Win¬ 
chester,  southeast. 

August  12. — Marched  at  7.30  a.  m.  in  rear  of  trains  and  encamped  at 
Middletown. 

August  13. — Crossed  Cedar  Creek  at  7  a.  ni.  and  halted  one  mile  and 
a  half  from  Strasburg;  enemy  found  in  position;  recrossed  Cedar 
Creek;  encamped  on  old  ground. 

August  14. — Quiet  in  camp. 

August  15. — Changed  camp. 

August  16. — Commenced  inarch  for  Winchester  at  10  p.  in. 

August  17. — Continued  march  ;  passed  through  AYinchester  at  8  a.  m. 
and  encamped  on  Opequon  at  4.30  p.  m. 

August  18. — Took  position  on  Oiiequon  at  3.30  a.  m. ;  marched  at  6 
a.  m.  via  Berryville  and  encamped  two  miles  from  Charlestown. 

August  19  and  20. — Quiet  in  camp. 

August  21. — Enemy  appeared  at  8  a.  in.;  skirmishing  all  day. 

A  ugust  22. — Retired  at  2  a.  m.  toward  Harper’s  Ferry  and  encamped 
on  former  ground.  At  12  m.  moved  to  Crook’s  left  and  remained  in 
reserve;  enemy  in  front,  not  disposed  to  attack. 
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August  28. — Marclied  at  7  a.  m.  and  encamped  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  Charlestown^  in  the  position  held  on  the  21st  instant. 

August  29  to  31. — Quiet  in  camp. 

Alovember  9. — Broke  camp  at  Cedar  Creek;  marched  to  Kernstown 
and  encamped,  remaining*  until  the  end  of  the  month. 

Third  Brigade.,  First  Division. 


August  2. — Moved  from  camp  near  Frederick  City  and  marched  to 
the  vicinity  of  Buckeystown,  where  we  remained  until  the  5th. 

A^igust  5. — Moved  as  guard  to  the  trains  to  Harper’s  Ferry;  encamped 
at  Hall  town,  where  we  remained  until  the  9th  [10th],  when,  with  the 
rest  of  the  corps,  we  commenced  the  movement  up  the  Valley. 

August  12. — The  brigade  was  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  division 
and  ordered  t3  garrison  Winchester. 

A  ugust  13. — Believed  by  General  Kenly’s  troops ;  marched  as  guard 
to  the  trains  as  far  as  Middletown,  rejoining  the  division  at  Cedar 
Creek;  remained  until  the  night  of  the  16th,  when  the  command 
marched,  reaching  the  Opequon  the  following  afternoon. 

August  18. — Marched  in  the  morning  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown. 

August  21. — The  enemy  attacked  our  picket-line,  the  Thirty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  Second  Bhode  Island  Volunteers  on  the 
line.  At  night  moved  back  as  far  as  Hall  town. 

August  22. — In  the  afternoon  ordered  to  support  of  the  Army  of 
West  Virginia.  Bemained  in  this  position  until  the  31st,  when  the 
command  moved  as  far  as  Charlestown,  taking  ux)  its  old  position. 

September  3. — Moved  from  camx)  near  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  marclied 
as  far  as  Clifton,  where  the  position  was  intrenched,  and  the  command 
remained  in  it  until  the  morning  of  the  10th. 

September  19. — Moved  out  to  the  Opequon;  crossed  that  stream 
shortly  after  daylight  and  participated  in  the  engagement  of  that  day, 
losing  16  commissioned  officers  and  228  enlisted  men. 

September  20. — The  command  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Winchester, 
where  it  remained  as  a  garrison  to  the  post  to  the  close  of  the  month. 

October  29. — Broke  camp  at  Winchester,  Va.;  escorted  a  wagon - 
train  to  Middletown,  leaving  the  Thirty- seventh  Massachusetts  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Winchester,  Va.  Arrived  at  Middletown  about  3  p.  m.;  went 
into  camp  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  where  the  brigade  has 
remained  since  that  time. 

December  1. — The  brigade  left  its  camp  near  Kernstown ;  jiroceeded 
by  rail  from  Stephenson’s  Depot  to  Washington. 

December  2. — Took  transports. 

December  4. — Shortly  after  noon  reached  City  Point,  where  the  com¬ 
mand  was  debarked  and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Parke’s  Station. 

Second  Division. 

August  3. — Moved  from  Frederick  to  Buckeystown. 

August  6. — Moved  to  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  7. — Moved  to  Hall  town. 

August  11. — Moved  to  Cedar  Creek  via  Charlestown. 

August  12. — Moved  to  Strasburg, 

August  14. — Moved  back  to  Cedar  Creek. 

August  18. — Moved  back  to  Charlestown. 

August  21. — Engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  moved  back  to  Halltown. 

August  28. — Moved  to  Charlestown. " 
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September  4  [5]. — Broke  camp  at  Cliarlestown  and  marclied  to  Clifton, 
near  Berryville. 

September  13. — Marched  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Opeqnon  Greek;  at 
Gilbert’s  Crossing  encountered  the  enemy  and  skirmished  all  day.  After 
dark  returned  to  old  camp  near  Berryville,  Ya. 

September  19. — Broke  cam})  and  marched  across  the  Opeqnon  Creek, 
on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike.  The  division  formed  in  one 
line  near  Winchester ;  attacked  the  enemy — Early’s  army;  took  many 
prisoners  and  drove  the  enemy  beyond  Winchester.  Casualties  this 
day  in  the  division  about  550. 

September  20. — Marched  from  Winchester  via  Stephensburg  and  Mid¬ 
dletown  to  Strasburg. 

September  21. — Marched  on  the  right  of  Strasburg;  encountered  the 
enemy;  First  Brigade  drove  them  from  a  commanding  crest.  The 
division  took  position  and  intrenched  during  the  night  in  front  of 
Fisher’s  Hill. 

September  22. — The  division  participated  in  the  great  battle  of  this 
day;  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy,  capturing  some  300  prisoners, 
7  pieces  of  artillery,  and  1  battle-flag;  casualties  about  50;  followed 
the  enemy  all  night. 

September  23. — Bested  in  the  morning  at  Woodstock  and  marched  in 
the  I),  m.  beyond  Edenburg. 

September  24. — Moved  forward  to  Mount  Jackson;  drove  the  enemy’s 
rear  guard;  passed  Kew  Market  and  encamped  beyond. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped. 

September  29. — Marched  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Eeturned  to  Harrisonburg,  Ya. 

October  1. — Lay  encami)ed  at  Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Broke  camp  near  Harrisonburg ;  marched  twenty-one  miles 
and  encamped  between  New  Market  and  Mount  Jackson. 

October  7. — Marched  eighteen  miles  and  encami)ed  near  Woodstock. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Strasburg. 

October  10. — Marched  to  near  Front  Boyal. 

October  13. — Left  camx)  near  Front  Boyal,  and  proceeded  to  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  (Berry’s  Ferry),  with  orders  to  march  by  Ashby’s  Gap  and 
Aldie  pike  to  Alexandria.  On  reaching  the  Shenandoah  we  were 
ordered  back,  and  returned  to  Millwood  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

October  14. — At  1  a.  m.  broke  camp  and  marched  by  way  of  White 
Post  and  Newtown  to  Middletown,  Ya.;  took  position  and  went  into 
camp. 

October  15. — At  Middletown,  Ya. 

October  19. — Fought  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  in  which  the  enemy 
was  beaten. 

October  21. — Crossed  Cedar  Creek  and  encamped  in  position  on  the 
heights  over  Strasburg ;  erected  fortifications  and  remained  during  the 
rest  of  the  month. 

November  1. — In  camp  at  Strasburg,  Ya. 

November  9. — Moved  to  position  near  Kernstown,  Ya. 

November  11. — Slight  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

First  Brigade.^  Second  Division. 

September  3. — At  5  a.  m.  moved  from  camp  near  Charlestown  to  Clif¬ 
ton. 

September  -i.— Built  a  line  of  rilie-pits  extending  northeast  to  the 
Smithfield  pike,  connecting  on  the  left  with  Third  Hivision, 
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September  13. — Second  Division  niarclied  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Ope- 
qnon  Creek,  near  tlie  crossing  of  the  Summit  pike  and  Winchester 
road.  Eeturned  to  camp  at  dark. 

September  19. — Battle  of  Winchester. 

September  20. — At  6  a.  m.  moved  south;  passed  through  Strasburg 
and  Middletown ;  crossed  Cedar  Creek. 

September  21. — Moved  to  the  right  and  front  two  or  three  miles,  skir¬ 
mishing  with  the  enemy;  charged  and  carried  a  prominent  crest  under 
the  supervision  of  General  Sheridan.  . 

September  22. — Engaged  in  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill;  captured  redoubt, 
with  four- gun  battery. 

September  23. — Moved  to  a  mile  south  of  Edenburg. 

September  24. — Moved  to  Hawkiusburg  and  Mount  Pleasant  [Mount 
Jackson];  crossed  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah. 

September  25. — Moved  to  Harrisonburg. 

September  29. — Moved  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Eeturned  to  Harrisonburg. 

October  1. — Camp  near  Harrisonburg,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenan¬ 
doah. 

October  6. — Marched  to  Mount  Jackson. 

October  7. — Marched  two  miles  north  of  Woodstock. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Strasburg. 

October  10. — Marched  to  the  junction  of  the  North  and  South  Forks 
of  the  Shenandoah,  near  Front  Eoyal. 

October  13. — Marched  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  to  Berry’s  Ferry,  on 
the  Shenandoah,  near  Ashby’s  Gap,  via  White  Post  and  Millwood,  with 
orders  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  for  shipment  to  Fort  Mouroe.  Wlfen 
about  to  ford  the  river  an  order  came  from  General  Sheridan  to  march 
back  to  Middletown;  countermarched  to  Millwood  and  bivouacked. 

October  14. — At  2.30  a.  m.  started  for  Middletown,  via  White  Po.^t 
and  Stephensburg;  arrived  there  at  2  p.  m.  and  formed' on  the  right  of 
the  Nineteenth  Corps. 

October  19. — Engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 

October  21. — Moved  with  the  rest  of  the  division  to  the  hill  north  of 
Strasburg  and  intrenched  the  position. 

October  31. — Eeviewed  by  Brevet  Major-General  Getty. 

December  1. — In  camp  three  miles  south  of  Winchester,  Ya. 

December  9. — Broke  camp  and  marched  to  Stephenson’s  Depot. 

December  10. — Marched  to  within  two  miles  south  of  Charlestown, 
Va. 

December  11. — Marched  to  Jefferson,  Md.,  via  Harper’s  Ferry. 

December  12. — Marched  to  Monocacy  Junction,  Md. 

December  13. — Took  cars  for  Washington;  arrived  there  at  9  p.  m. 
same  day. 

Dece^nber  14. — Embarked  on  steam-boats  for  City  Point. 

December  16. — Debarked;  took  cars  for  Patrick’s  Station  on  the  mil¬ 
itary  railroad;  arrived  there  the  same  night. 

December  31. — In  camp  near  Patrick’s  Station,  Va. 

Third  Brigade.,  Second  Division. 

) 

September  3. — Moved  from  Bolivar  to  Charlestown. 

September  7. — Moved  to  near  Berryville. 

September  14  [13]. — Made  a  reconnaissance  to  Opequon  Creek. 

September  19. — Moved  at  2  a.  m.  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  Opequon 
Creek. 
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September  20. — Followed  tlie  enemy  to  Strasburg. 

September  22. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  Fisher’s  Hill;  drove  them  and 
followed  up  to  Woodstock. 

September  23. — Marched  at  12  m.  to  Eden  burg. 

September  24. — Marched  through  Mount  Jackson  to  New  Market. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg. 

September  29. — Marched  at  4.30  a.  m.  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Moved  at  12  m.  back  to  Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Marched  from  Harrisonburg  to  New  Market. 

October  7. — Marched  from  New  Market  to  Woodstock. 

October  8. — Marched  from  Woodstock  to  Strasburg. 

October  10. — Marched  to  North  Fork  of  Shenandoah  Elver. 

October  11. — Marched  to  P'ront  Eoyal,  sending  one  regiment  in  town 
as  provost  guard. 

October  13. — Marched  to  Millwood. 

October  14. — Marched  from  Millwood  to  Middletown. 

October  19. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  Cedar  Creek. 

October  21. — Moved  to  near  Strasburg  and  intrenched,  in  which  posi¬ 
tion  the  brigade  now  lays  [31st]. 

November  11. — Broke  camp  near  Strasburg  at  2  a.  m.  and  marched  to 
near  Winchester,  where  we  are  now  encamped  [30th]. 

December  9. — Broke  camp  near  AVin Chester  at  5  a.  m.;  marched  to 
Stephenson’s  Depot  and  took  cars  for  Washington. 

December  10. — Embarked  at  5  p.  m.  on  transports  for  City  Point. 

December  12. — Marched  for  Patrick’s  Station,  where  we  are  now 
encamped  [31st]. 


Third  Division. 

■  August  1  and  2. — The  division  remained  in  cainx)  near  Frederick  City, 

Md.  • 

A^igust  2. — General  Eicketts  took  command  of  the  division. 

August  3. — Marched  to  Buckeystown  and  encamped. 

August  6. — At  about  9  p.  m.  the  division  marched  to  Frederick  Junc¬ 
tion. 

August  7. — Took  cars  and  arrived  at  Harper’s  Ferry  about  noon ; 
went  into  camp  near  Halltown. 

August  10. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.  About  4  p.  m.  encamped  near  Berry- 
ville. 

August  11. — Continued  the  march  and  encamped  near  White  Post  for 
the  night. 

August  12. — Marched  by  way  of  Newtown  and  Middletown  r.iid  en¬ 
camped  near  Cedar  Creek. 

August  13. — Advanced  in  battle  order  toward  Strasburg.  At  10  p. 
m.  moved  back  to  old  camp  of  the  morning. 

August  16.— At  8  p.  m.  withdrew;  marched  all  night. 

August  17. — Beached  Winchester  at  daylight;  continued  the  march; 
encamped  on  the  east  side  of  the  Opequon  Creek. 

August  18. — Eesumed  the  march ;  at  dark  bivouacked  near  Charles¬ 
town. 

August  21. — Skirmislied  with  the  enemy;  division  lost  2  killed, 
13  Abounded. 

August  22. — At  2  a.  m.  moved  back  to  old  camp  at  Halltown. 

August  28. — Moved  out  of  works  to  Flowing  Spring  and  encamped  in 
that  neighborhood. 
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August  29. — At  3  p.  m.  division  was  sent  out  to  Middleway  to  sup¬ 
port  cavalry. 

August  30  and  31. — In  vicinity  of  Middleway. 

September  3. — Broke  camp  near  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  marched  to 
Clifton  Place,  near  Berryville,  where  the  division  encamped. 

September  18. — Eeceived  orders  to  move,  which,  however,  were  coun¬ 
termanded. 

September  19. — Broke  camp  at  2  a.  ra.  and  marched  to  the  Opequon 
Creek,  crossing  at  the  Berryville  pike,  and  encountered  the  enemy  about 
three  miles  from  Winchester.  An  advance  Avas  made  at  11.40  a.  m., 
Avhich,  however,  was  unsuccessful.  We  were  forced  to  fall  back  some 
200  yards,  where  we  immediately  reformed  and  retook  our  ground.  At 
4  p.  m.  a  general  advance  was  made,  and  after  a  stubborn  light  the 
enemy  gave  way  in  disorder  and  lied  from  the  field.  After  pursuing 
them  beyond  Winchester,  the  division  encamped  lor  the  night  on  the 
Strasburg  road  near  Winchester. 

Sepftember  20. — Resumed  the  pursuit  at  daybreak  5  marched  up  the 
Valley  pike  to  Strasburg,  where  the  enemy  had  taken  position  on  Fish¬ 
er’s  Hill. 

September  21. — Skirmishing  was  continued  all  day. 

September  22. — At  4  p.  m.  the  division,  in  connection  Avith  the  Eighth 
Corps,*  charged  the  enemy  on  his  left,  completely  routing  him,  captur¬ 
ing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  several  pieces  of  artillery.  The  i)ursuit 
was  continued  all  night. 

September  23. — Halted  at  Woodstock  at  sunrise.  At  12  m.  marched 
to  Edenburg  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

September  24. — Continued  the  pursuit  to  a  point  four  miles  south  of 
New  Market  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

September  25. — Moved  to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped  near  town. 

September  29. — Marched  to  Mount  Crawford  and  encamped  to  the  left 
of  the  pike. 

Septemher  30. — At  noon  broke  camp  and  marched  toour  former  i>osi- 
tion  near  Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Broke  camp  near  Harrisonburg  at  daylight  and  marched 
down  the  Valley,  passed  through  New  Market,  and  encamped  at  Rude’s 
Hill,  near  Mount  Jackson. 

October  7. — Resumed  the  march  at  an  early  hour,  and  marched  with 
corps  to  the  vicinity  of  Woodstock  and  halted  for  the  night. 

October  8. — Continued  the  march  to  Strasburg,  and  encamped  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  town. 

October  10. — Broke  camp  and  marched  with  the  corps  to  the  Aucinity 
of  Front  Royal  and  went  into  camp. 

October  13. — Marched  toward  Ashby’s  Gap  with  the  corps.  Upon 
arriving  at  the  Shenandoah  River  the  orders  A\^ere  countermanded; 
AA  eiit  into  camp  at  Millwood. 

October  14. — At  1  a.  m.  received  orders  to  march  at  once.  Proceeded 
to  Cedar  Creek  and  encamped  on  its  northern  bank. 

October  19. — The  enemy  made  an  impetuous  attack  about  daylight  on 
the  left  of  our  lines.  The  division  became  briskly  engaged  Avith  the 
enemy,  but  AA^as  forced  to  retire  to  a  new  position,  being  outflanked  in 
the  morning.  At  10.30  a.  m.  General  Sheridan  arrived.  At  2  p.  m.  a 
general  advance  Avas  ordered,  and  the  enemy  Avere  routed  and  driven 
from  the  field.  The  loss  in  the  division  in  this  engagement  was  quite 
severe. 


^  Army  of  West  Virginia,  uiitler  Crook. 
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October  20  to  31. — liemained  in  ovi  old  camps. 

November  1  to  8. — Eemaiiied  in  camp  at  ‘v!odar  Creek,  Va. 

November  9. — Broke  camp  at  an  early  liour  and  marched  with  the 
corps  to  Kernstown  and  encamped. 

November  10  and  11. — The  enemy  made  a  strong  demonstration  in 
our  front,  but  not  effecting  anything  they  withdrew. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month  the  division  remained  quietly  in 
camp,  nothing  occurring  worthy  of  note. 

December  3. — The  division  broke  camp  near  Kernstown,  Va.,  and 
marched  to  Stephenson’s  Depot;  took  the  cars  for  Washington. 

December  4. — Arrived  at  W^ashington  and  took  passage  on  transports. 

December  5  and  6. — Arrived  at  City  Point. 

First  Brigade.,  Third  Division. 

August  1. — The  brigade  was  stationed  at  Frederick,  Md. 

August  3. — Marched  to  Buckeystown,  Md. 

August  5. — Marched  to  Monocacy  Junction,  Md. ;  at  which  place  took 
cars  to  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  10. — Commenced  marching  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  going 
as  far  as  Strasburg. 

August  16. — Commenced  falling  back;  at  Charlestown  halted  a  few 
days. 

August  21. — Engaged  with  the  enemy;  our  loss  2  killed  and  10 
wounded.  In  the  night  fell  back  to  vicinity  of  Bolivar  Heights,  where 
we  remained  until  the  28th,  when  we  again  advanced  toward  Charles¬ 
town.  Our  situation  at  present  [31st]  is  on  the  pike  between  Smithfield 
and  Charlestown,  about  three  miles  from  the  latter  place. 

[September.] — Kothing  of  importance  occurred  the  first  two  weeks  of 
the  present  month,  the  brigade  remaining  in  camp  near  Clifton,  Va. 

September  19. — At  2.30  a.  m.  the  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  the 
whole  army,  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Oj)equon  Creek.  The  enemy 
were  met  immediately  after  crossing  the  stream,  and  at  11.40  a.  m.  the 
enemy’s  lines  were  assaulted,  and  after  a  desperate  battle  tlie  enemy 
were  routed  in  the  greatest  confusion,  we  capturing  several  guns  and 
many  prisoners.  The  enemy  retreated  in  great  disorder  to  Fisher’s 
Hill.' 

September  22. — Fought  them  again  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  completely  rout¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  Early’s  army.  Our  loss  in  the  two  above  engagements 
was  A^ery  severe,  amounting  in  killed  and  wounded  to  257,  including  3 
officers  killed  and  17  wounded.  We  folloAved  the*  retreating  enemy  up 
the  Valley  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Moved  back  to  Harrisonburg,  where  the  brigade  is 
now  encamijed. 

October  6. — Kemained  at  Harrisonburg  from  the  1st  of  the  month  up 
to  the  present  date,  when  at  6  a.  m.  Ave  broke  cam})  and  j)i’Oceeded  down 
the  Valley;  i)assed  New  Market  in  the  evening  and  camped. 

October  7. — Marched  to  Woodstock. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Strasburg  and  encamped. 

October  10. — Moved  toward  Front  Eoyal,  passing  through  Middle- 
town. 

October  14. — At  3.30  a.  m.  returned  to  Middletown  and  encamped, 
where  Ave  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

October  19. — About  5  a.  m.  were  aroused  by  heavy  firing  in  our  front, 
and  it  soon  became  ap])arent  that  the  enemy  Avere  making  a  desperate 
attack  on  our  front  and  left  fiank.  Tliev  succeeded  in  driving  the 
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Eiglitli  and  Nineteenth  Corps  from  tlieir  position  in  great  disorder. 
We  witlistood  the  shock  for  some  time,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall 
back  to  a  new  position,  whicli  we  did  steadily,  although  under  a  most 
galling  lire.  About  12  m.,  General  Sheridan  arriving  on  the  ground, 
our  lines  were  reformed,  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  we  in  turn  charged  the 
enemy’s  lines.  For  some  time  it  was  doubtful  whether  we  would  suc¬ 
ceed  in  driving  the  enemy,  but  our  troops,  chagrined  at  our  defeat  and 
loss  in  the  morning,  resolved  to  conquer  or  die.  In  about  an  hour  the 
rebel  column  gave  way  and  fled  in  great  disorder,  leaving  their  dead 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  besides  their  artillery,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage.  The  victory  was  most  complete,  the  enemy  fleeing  perfectly 
demoralized.  The  same  evening  we  occupied  the  camp  we  left  in  the 
morning,  where  we  are  at  present  [October  31]. 

December  3. — This  command  left  its  works  near  Winchester,  Ya.,  and 
marched  to  Stei)henson’s  Depot,  and  there  took  cars  for  Washington, 
D.  C. 

December  4. — Arrived  in  Washington  at  7  a.  m.  and  embarked  on 
transports,  and  at  1.30  p.  m.  left  for  City  Point,  Ya. 

December  5. — Beached  City  Point  at  9.30  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Parke’s 
Station,  and  occupied  camp  left  by  Fifth  Coiqjs,  where  it  is  still  en¬ 
camped  [31st  J. 

Second  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

August  1  and  2. — Eemained  in  camp  near  Frederick  City,  Md. 

August  3. — Marched  to  Buckeystown  and  encamped. 

August  5. — Marched  to  Monocacy  Junction. 

August  6. — Took  cars  and  were  conveyed  to  Pitzer’s  Station;  from 
thence  the  troops  marched  to  vicinity  of  Halltown  and  encam])ed. 

August  10. — Took  up  line  of  march  up  the  Yalley,  passing  through 
Charlestown;  encamped  for  the  night  at  Clifton  farm. 

August  11. — Continued  the  march  to  White  Post. 

August  12. — Marched  through  Newtown,  Middletown,  and  halted  for 
the  night  near  Cedar  Creek. 

August  13. — Crossed  Cedar  Creek  and  advanced  to  Strasburg,  where 
the  enemy  was  found  in  force.  At  8  p.  m.  the  troops  retired  across  the 
creek  and  encamped. 

August  16. — At  8  p.  m.  broke  camp  and  retreated  toward  Harper’s 
Ferry;  continued  the  march  all  night. 

August  17. — Passed  through  Winchester,  lialting  near  the  town  for 
breakfast;  encami^ed  near  Opequon  Creek. 

A  ugust  18. — Continued  the  retreat  through  Berry ville;  encamped  one 
mile  west  of  Charlestown. 

August  21. — Enemy  made  demonstration  on  our  front.  After  heavy 
skirmishing  our  forces  fell  back  to  Halltown  and  resumed  our  former 
camp. 

August  22  to  26. — Erected  fortifications;  skirmishing  going  on  almost 
constantly. 

August  27. — Enemy  retired  from  our  front. 

August  28. — Broke  camp  at  3  a.  m.  and  advanced  toward  Charlestown 
and  established  our  position  one  mile  west  of  town;  enemy  made  sliglit 
resistance. 

August  29. — Enemy  drove  in  our  cavalry  pickets;  Third  Division  was 
ordered  to  the  front.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  forward,  Avho  easily 
drove  the  enemy  several  miles;  established  camp  four  miles  Avest  of 
Charlestown, 
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August  30. — Slight  skirmishing. 

August  31. — Nothing  of  importance  occniTeil. 

September  1  and  2. — Eemained  in  camp  near  Charlestown,  Ya. 

September  3. — Broke  camp  at*  an  early  hour  and  marched  with  the 
corps  to  Clifton  farm,  near  Berryville,  where  the  troops  encamped. 

September  19. — Broke  camp  at  2  a.  m.  and  marched  with  the  corps  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester;  found  the  enemy  in  force  near  Opequon 
Creek;  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  at  12  m.  made  a  charge  on  the 
enemy.  Owing  to  the  want  of  connection  between  the  lines  of  Sixth 
and  Nineteenth  Corps  the  charge  was  repulsed  by  the  enemy.  Our 
lines  were  reformed  and  the  lost  ground  was  recovered.  At  4  p.  m. 
another  assault  was  made  which  luoved  successful;  the  enemy’s  lines 
were  broken  and  they  Red  in  confusion.  After  pursuing  the  enemy 
through  Winchester  the  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  the  town. 

September  20. — Marched  to  Strasburg,  where  the  enemy  was  found 
in  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 

September  21. — Heavy  skirmisliing  all  day. 

September  22. — At  4  p.  m.,  in  connection  with  the  First  Brigade  and 
the  Eighth  Corps,  the  brigade  made  a  Rank  movement  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  enemy.  At  G  p.  m.  a  charge  was  made,  which  threw  the 
rebels  into  disorder.  They  Red  precipitately,  abandoning  everything 
in  their  hasty  retreat.  Active  pursuit  was  commenced,  which  lasted  all 
night. 

September  23  to  25. — Continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  with  occa¬ 
sional  skirmishing,  to  Harrisonburg,  where  the  troops  encamped. 

September  29. — Broke  camp  and  marched  with  the  corps  to  the 
village  of  Mount  Crawford,  seven  miles  up  the  Valley  pike,  and 
encamped. 

September  30. — At  12  m.  marched  back  to  Harrisonburg  and  resumed 
our  former  position. 

October  1  to  5. — Were  encamped  near  the  town  of  Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Broke  camp  and  took  up  line  of  march  down  the  Valley; 
passed  through  New  Market  and  encamped  for  the  night  at  Eude’s 
Hill,  near  Mount  Jackson. 

October  7. — Started  at  an  early  hour  and  marched  to  Woodstock  and 
encamped  near  the  town. 

October  8. — Continued  the  march  to  Strasburg  and  encamped  near 
the  Shenandoah  Eiver. 

October  10. — Broke  camp  and  marched  with  the  corps  to  Front  Eoyal 
and  went  into  camp  one  mile  north  of  town. 

October  13. — Eeceived  orders  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  with  the  corps. 
Having  arrived  at  the  Shenandoah  Eiver,  near  Ashby’s  Gap,  the  orders 
were  countermanded  and  the  command  went  into  camp  at  Slillwood. 

October  14. — At  1  a.  m.  orders  to  march  were  received.  At  3  a.  m. 
the  brigade  moved  with  the  corps  to  Cedar  Creek,  w^here  we  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  First  Brigade  being- 
formed  on  our  left. 

October  19. — Enemy  made  a  desperate  assault  on  the  extreme  left 
of  our  line  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  a  dense  fog.  For  a  time 
the  foe  was  held  in  check,  but  soon  they  had  completely  routed  the 
Eighth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  and  the  Sixth  Corps  fell  back.  Finally  the 
brigade  retired,  in  connection  with  the  corps,  to  a  strong  position  near 
Middletown,  where  the  enemy  were  held  at  bay  until  4  p.  m.,  wheR  a 
charge  was  made  along  our  entire  line  a' d  the  rebels  were  driven  in 
confusion  from  the  field.  They  left  all  their  artillery  and  many  prisoners 
in  our  hands.  The  brigade  returned  to  its  former  position. 
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October  20  to  31. — N otliing  of  importance  happened.  Still  remain  in 
camp. 

November  1  to  8. — Were  encamped  near  Middletown,  Ya. 

November  9. — Marched  with  the  corps  to  vicinity  of  Kernstown,  Ya.; 
took  position  a  short  distance  west  of  the  village. 

November  10  to  30. — Much  time  was  spent  in  drilling  recruits  and  in 
erecting  fortifications.  No  event  of  importance  transpired  during  the 
month. 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

December  1  and  2. — The  brigade  was  encamped  near  Kernstown,  Ya. 

December  3. — Broke  camp  at  8  a.  in.  and  marched  with  the  division 
to  Stephenson’s  Depot,  where  the  troops  were  shipped  on  cars. 

December  4. — Arrived  in  Washington  and  embarked  on  transports. 

December  5  and  6. — The  command  reached  City  Point  and  were  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  front  by  cars. 

DETACHMENT  NINETEENTH  AEMY  CORPS.* 

September  1. — The  corps  was  in  camp  near  Charlestown,  W.  Ya., 
where  it  remained  until  the  3d. 

September  3. — Moved  to  a  position  near  Berry ville,  Ya.,  where  it 
remained,  performing  the  ordinary  camp  duties,  until  the  19th. 

September  19. — At  2  a.  m.  the  corps  marched,  via  Berryville  and  Win¬ 
chester  pike,  across  the  Opequon  and  went  into  position  on  the  right  of 
the  Sixth  Corps.  (For  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
in  the  engagement  of  Winchester  attention  is  invited  to  my  report  of 
October  3,  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Middle  Military 
Division.!) 

September  20. — Marched  to  a  position  across  Cedar  Creek,  near  Stras- 
burg. 

September  21. — Moved  the  corps  to  the  right  of  its  position  of  the 
20th. 

September  22. — Moved  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  position  of  the 
21st.  (For  report  of  the  operations  of  the  corps  in  the  engagement  of 
this  date  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  attention  is  invited  to  report  of  October 
3,  forwarded  to  the  adjutant- general  of  the  Middle  Alilitary  Division.!) 
Pursued  the  enemy,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  in  advance,  to  Woodstock, 
where  the  corps  arrived  about  4  a.  m.  of  the  23d. 

September  23. — At  12  m.  marched  to  a  position  beyond  Edenburg. 

September  24. — Marched  to  a  position  near  New  Market. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg,  Nineteenth  Corps  in  ad¬ 
vance,  skirmishing,  briskly  with  the  enemy.  Eemained  at  Harrisonburg 
until  the  29th. 

September  29. — At  5  a.  m.  marched  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Returned  to  Harrisonburg. 

First  Brigade,  First  Division. 

The  brigade  was  in  camp  near  Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  at  the  time  of 
making  last  return  [August  31],  behind  rifie-pits. 

September  3. — Marched  to  near  Berryville,  and  out  on  the  Summit 
Point  pike;  nine  miles. 

September  4. — Built  works. 


*  Commanded  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory, 
t  See  p.  279. 
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Septemher  19. — Marched  at  3  a.  m.  iu  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  of 
Grover’s  division,  of  this  corps.  Engaged  the  enemy  at  12  m.  on  the 
extreme  right  of  our  army.  Checked  the  rebel  advance,  which  had 
thrown  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  into  rout.  Held  this 
position  against  a  front  and  flank  fire  until  3  p.  m.,  when  General 
Crook’s  troops  relieved  us — eleven  miles. 

September  20. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek  and  crossed;  seventeen  miles. 

September  21. — Changed  position  to  right  and  front;  three  miles. 

September  22. — At  4  a.  m.  moved  farther  to  right  and  front.  At  1 
p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York,  four  companies  of  the 
Thirtieth  Massachusetts,  and  the  whole  brigade  skirmish  line  charged 
on  the  enemy’s  skirmishers’  rifle-pits,  with  details  from  other  divisions, 
and  took  them.  At  G  p.  m.  made  final  charge  on  Fisher’s  Hill  (except¬ 
ing  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New  York,  on  duty  in  Strasburg). 
The  enemy  did  not  wait  for  us  to  get  within  musket-range,  as  Crook’s 
command  had  flanked  them;  followed  the  retreating  rebels  all  night 
with  great  vigor. 

September  23. — Arrived  at  Woodstock  at  3  a.  m.;  twelve  miles; 
trains  came  up ;  drew  rations  and  marched  at  1  p.  m.  to  Edenburg ;  five 
miles. 

September  24. — Marched  to  Mount  Jackson;  skirmished  from  thence 
six  miles  beyond  New  Market,  driving  the  enemy;  twenty  miles. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped;  thirteen 
miles. 

September  27. — The  Ninetieth  New  York  Eegiment  reported  after  vet¬ 
eran  furlough. 

September  29. — The  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  marched  to  Mount 
Crawford ;  eight  miles. 

September  30. — Eeturnedfrom  reconnaissance  to  Harrisonburg;  eight 
miles. 

The  regiments  have  been  without  their  books,  &c.,  since  the  18th 
instant. 

[October.] — The  army  w^as  at  Harrisonburg,  Ya.,  at  last  of  September. 

October  6. — Fell  back  to  noxth  of  New  Market;  twenty- two  miles. 

October  7. — Marched  through  Mount  Jackson  and  Woodstock;  sev¬ 
enteen  miles. 

October  8. — Marched  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  over  Tumbling  Eun; 
nine  miles. 

October  10. — Marched  across  Cedar  Creek  and  into  cafhp ;  four  miles. 

October  13. — The  Eighth  Corps  attacked;  brigade  under  arms  all  the 
afternoon. 

October  15. — Eeconnaissance of  division  toward  Strasburg;  returned 
without  engagement  or  loss. 

October  19. — Battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  This  brigade  was  engaged 
about  one  hour.  After  the  first  surprise  of  the  left  of  the  army  it  fell 
back  in  good  order  to  near  Newtown,  firing  and  checking  the  enemy. 
General  Sheridan  arrived  about  noon  and  halted  the  army.  Moved 
forward  and  charged  the  rebels  at  4  p.  m.  with  success  three  times,  this 
brigade  being  third  in  line  from  the  right  of  the  army.  Marched  after 
the  battle  to  the  right  of  Strasburg,  Colonel  Davis  commanding  brigade. 
Colonel  Love  personally  captured  the  flag  of  the  Second  (South  Caro¬ 
lina  Eegiment,  and  was  sent  with  it  to  Washington  by  General  Sheri¬ 
dan. 

October  21. — Eeturned  to  old  camp  at  Cedar  Creek. 

November  2. — Encamped  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

November  9. — Moved  from  Cedar  Creek  to  near  Newtown,  Ya. 
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November  12. — Made  a  reconnaissance  near  Newtown,  Ya.,  and  drove 
the  enemy,  who  showed  but  a  small  force,  from  their  position,  with  a 
loss  to  the  brigade  of  only  two  enlisted  men,  who  were  slightly  wounded. 

November’ 14. — Commenced  strengthening  and  making  i)ermanent  our 
temporary  fortifications,  previously  thrown  up. 

[Decemier.] — At  making  out  of  last  return  were  at  Camp  Enssell, 
near  Newtown,  Va.  Eemained  in  that  camp  until  the  30th,  when  the 
corps  was  moved  to  Camp  Sheridan,  near  Winchester. 

Second  Brigade^  First  Division. 

August  4. — The  brigade  left  Monocacy  Junction,  since  which  time  it 
has  been  actively  employed  with  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  in  the 
campaign  of  General  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  JSo  engage¬ 
ment  has  taken  place  in  which  the  brigade  has  taken  part.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  brigade  has  been  in  the  field  during  that  time. 

[September.] — The  brigade  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding  the  Middle  Military  Di¬ 
vision,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

September  19. — It  took  an  active  part  in  the  action  near  Winchester. 
It  was  also  engaged  in  the  action  at  FisheEs  Hill,  or  North  Mountain, 
and  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Mount 
Crawford,  Ya.,  from  whence  it  returned  to  Harrisonburg  on  the  30th 
instant. 

October  6. — The  brigade,  with  its  corps,  left  Harrisonburg,  Ya.,  and 
fell  back  slowly  to  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

October  11. — Arrived  at  Cedar  Creek  and  went  into  camp. 

October  19. — The  enemy  attacked  the  position,  when  a  severe  battle 
ensued.  The  brigade  was  ordered  into  action  at  da3^break  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  when, 
by  reason  of  being  flanked  on  right  and  left,  it  was  obliged  to  fall  back 
with  the  balance  of  the  army  about  four  miles,  when  an  advance  was 
made,  driving  the  enemy.  The  old  camp  was  regained  about  sunset, 
when  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  continue  the  i)ursuit. 

October  20. — Advanced  and  occupied  Strasburg  that  night. 

October  21. — Eeturned  to  Cedar  Creek  and  encamped. 

[November.] — Brigade  remained  in  camp  at  Cedar  Creek  until  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  when,  with  the  army,  it  fell  back  about  eight  miles. 
It  was  placed  in' position  in  the  front,  and  has  since  been  busily  engaged 
in  strongly  fortifying  the  position. 

[December.] — Brigade  remained  at  Cami)  Enssell  until  the  evening  of 
December  20,  when  it  moved,  marching  through  the  night;  destination 
Summit  Point,  about  twenty  miles  from  Camp  Enssell.  It  is  now 
guarding  about  ten  miles  of  the  military  railroad  in  this  valley,  from 
the  Opequon  Creek  to  Charlestown. 

Third  Brigade^  First  Divisio7i. 

August  4. — Marched  across  the  Monocacy  Eiver  at  7  p.  m.  and  biv- 
ouatcked. 

August  5. — Moved  at  8  a.  m.  to  Harper’s  Ferry  by  railroad. 

August  0. — Moved  at  5  a.  m. ;  crossed  the  Potomac;  marched  to  Hall- 
town,  Ya.;  distance,  five  miles. 

August  10. — Marched  at  daylight  through  Chaiiestown  to  Berryville. 

August  11, — Marched  at  5  a.  m.  to  Middletown,  Ya. 
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August  14. — Eeturned  to  Winchester  as  escort  to  supply  traiu. 

August  17. — Moved  at  3  a.  m.  to  Summit  Point  as  escort  to  supply 
train.  Moved  at  9  p.  m.  to  Berry ville  with  supply  train. 

August  18. — Marched  at  daylight  in  the  direction  of  Harper’s  Ferry 
with  supply  train;  halted  at  Flowing  Spring. 

August  21. — Moved  at  10  a.  m.  to  Bolivar  Heights  with  supply 
train;  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Stevenson,  commanding 
post. 

August  23. — Marched  to  the  front ;  took  position  at  extreme  left  of 
line;  commenced  erecting  breast- works. 

August  28. — Moved  to  Bolivar  Heights;  reported  to  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Stevenson. 

September  20. — Marched  at  11  p.  m.  from  Bolivar  Heights  as  escort 
to  army  supply  train  (900  wagons). 

September  21. — Arrived  at  Winchester  at  2  p.  m. 

September.  22. — Left  Winchester  at  1  p.  m.  in  charge  of  125  officers 
and  1,380  men,  prisoners  of  war. 

September  23. — Arrived  at  Bolivar  Heights  at  3  p.  m. 

October  5. — Left  Bolivar  Heights,  Ya.,  at  11  a.  m.;  marched  to 
Bunker  Hill ;  encamped  at  6.30  p.  m. 

October  6. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  in  charge  of  supply  train  from  Mar- 
tinsburg;  reached  Winchester  at  3  p.  m. 

October  7. — Left  Winchester  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  to  Cedar  Creek  and 
reported  to  General  Sheridan. 

October  9. — Marched  with  train  to  Winchester. 

October  10. — Marched  with  train  to  Martinsburg. 

October  12. — Escorted  train  to  Winchester. 

October  13. — The  One  hundred  and  thirty-third  New  York  and  Thir¬ 
tieth  Maine  Volunteers  escorted  train  to  Ashby’s  Gap. 

October  14. — The  One  hundred  and  thirty-third  New  York  and  Thir¬ 
tieth  Maine  returned  to  Winchester.  The  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth 
New  York  escorted  train  to  Martinsburg. 

October  19. — The  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers 
returned  to  Winchester. 

October  20. — The  One  hundred  and  sixty-second  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers  escorted  train  to  Martinsburg.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  and  One  hundred  and  Seventy-third  New  York  and  Thirtieth 
Maine  escorted  train  to  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

October  21. — The  One  hundred  and  seventy-third  and  One  hundred 
and  thirty-third  New  York  and  Thirtieth  Maine  returned  to  Winchester; 
the  brigade  marched  with  train  and  prisoners. 

October  22. — Arrived  at  Martinsburg  at  1  p.  m. 

October  25. — Left  Martinsburg  with  train  for  Winchester. 

October  26. — Left  W^inchester  with  train  for  Cedar  Creek.  Col.  N. 
A.  M.  Dudley  assumed  command  of  brigade. 

October  27. — Relieved  from  duty  with  wagon  train  and  regularly 
encamped.  The  One  hundred  and  sixty-second  New  York  absent. 

November  9. — Broke  camp  at  daylight  and  marched  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester,  six  miles;  halted  near  Newtown. 

November  21. — Marched  at  12.15  j).  m.  through  Middletown  as  support 
to  cavalry. 

November  22. — Returned  at  12  m.  to  camp. 

December  30. — Broke  camp  at  Camp  Russell  and  marched  to  Ste- 
liheuson’s  Depot. 
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Second  Division. 

August  1. — Troops  of  this  division  at  James  River  were  relieved; 
ordered  to  Washington  and  encaniijed  near  Fort  Reno. 

August  14. — Left  camp ;  marched  to  Berry  ville,  Ya.,  via  Leesburg  and 
Snicker’s  Gap,  where  it  joined  the  detachment  of  the  Nineteenth  Corj)s, 
under  Brevet  Major-General  Emory. 

August  18. — Commenced  movement  toward  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  22. — Took  up  position  at  Ilalltown. 

August  .54.— This  x>ortion  of  the  command  had  slight  skirmish  with 
the  enemy  in  front,  in  which  the  loss  in  this  division  was  1  killed,  18 
wounded,  and  1  missing.* 

Troops  composing  the  Fourth  Brigade  were  assigned  to  this  division 
by  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  from  headquarters  Detachment  Nineteenth 
Corps. 

September  14. — Broke  camp  near  Charlestown  and  marched  toward 
Berryville.  About  6  p.  m.  formed  line  of  battle  in  support  of  General 
Crook’s  command,  which  had  engaged  the  enemy.  After  the  enemy 
retired,  troops  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  2  a.  m.  of  the  19th. 

September  19. — The  Nineteenth  Corps  marched  by  tlie  Berryville  pike 
across  the  Opequon  Creek;  formed  line  of  battle  on  right  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  and  soon  became  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy,  losing  heav¬ 
ily  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  having  been  driven  after  the 
arrival  of  General  Crook’s  command,  this  division  encamped  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  beyond  Winchester  about  8  p.  m. 

September  20. — Commenced  march  at  5  a.  m.  and  encamped  at  Stras- 
■  burg. 

September  21. — Maneuvering  in  connection  with  the  whole  command 
for  position. 

September  22. — Attacked  the  enemy  in  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  one 
mile  beyond  Strasburg.  This  division,  being  on  the  left  of  the  line, 
captured  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  Followed 
the  enemy  as  far  as  Woodstock,  engaging  their  rear  guard  twice  during 
the  night. 

September  23. — At  4.30  a.  m.  halted  at  Woodstock.  At  12  m.  took  up 
line  of  march  and  eucami^ed  at  Edenburg. 

Since  then  no  engagements  have  taken  jdace.  (For  detailed  accounts 
of  the  operations  of  this  division  from  22d  to  25th  see  official  reports.) 

[October.] — The  return  for  September  left  the  division  near  Harrison¬ 
burg,  Va. 

October  6. — Division,  with  corps,  moved  at  daylight,  marching  that 
day  within  two  miles  of  Moiint  Jackson;  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

October  7. — Moved  again  at  6  a.  m.,  marching  through  Woodstock, 
when  we  stopped  for  the  night. 

October  8. — Moved  again  at  6  a.  m.,  marching  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  where 
we  formed  line  of  battle  to  right  of  road,  remaining  in  this  position  until 
3  p.  m.,  when  the  division  moved  back  across  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah  and  Avent  into  camp. 

October  10. — Moved  back  to  the  north  of  Cedar  Creek. 

October  16. — Troops  of  this  division  at  work  on  abatis  and  rifle-pits 
in  front  of  line.  Remained  iui)osition  to  the  north  of  Cedar  Creek  until 
the  19th  instant. 

October  4.9.— Participated  in  the  battle  on  that  day;  occupied  its  old 
position  that  night. 

October  20. — Moved  up  to  AAu'thin  one  mile  of  Strasburg,  remaining 
over  night. 
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October  ^J.—Eetiuiied  to  tlie  old  cainpiiig-giouiid  on  the  north  of 
the  creek,  where  it  still  remains  [31st]. 

[November.] — Tlie  October  return  left  the  division  in  camp  near  Cedar 
Greek,  Ya.  No  movement  of  interest  occurred  until  the  Oth,  when  the 
command  broke  camp  and  marched  to  a  point  one  mile  north  of  where 
the  Opeqnon  Creek  crosses  the  Winchester  pike,  where  the  present 
camp  was  established,  called  Camp  Eussell. 

December  31. — The  division  moved  to-day  from  Camp  Eussell,  Ya.,  to 
Camp  Sheridan,  Ya. 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

[Angust.] — The  return  for  July  left  the  brigade  on  board  transports 
for  Washington,  D.  C. 

August  1. — Brigade  arrived  at  Washington. 

August  2. — Ordered  to  Tennallytown,  D.  C.;  went  into  cami)  with 
Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  at  that  place. 

August  14. — Moved  with  division  by  way  of  Chain  Bridge. 

August  17. — Arrived  at  Berryville.  The  march  from  Tennallytown 
to  Berryville  was  without  any  unusual  occurrence. 

A^igust  19. — Fell  back  with  Sheridan’s  army  to  within  two  miles  of 
Charlestown,  W.  Ya. 

August  21. — Heavy  skirmishing  on  the  right  by  the  Sixth  Corps;  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  not  engaged ;  same  day  fell  back  to  Halltown  Pleights. 

August  28. — Advanced  with  army  Dvo  miles  beyond  Charlestown,  W. 
Ya.,  where  the  brigade  encamped  and  still  remains  [31st]. 

September  1. — The  brigade  encamped  near  Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  in 
intrenched  position. 

Se])tember  3. — Moved  at  5  a.  m.,  going  into  position,  while  the  Eighth 
Corps  engaged  the  enemy  near  Berryville;  intrenched  during  the  night. 

September  5. — Brigade,  with  the  Fourth  Brigade,  made  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  to  the  right  in  front;  no  engagement,  however,  with  the  enemy. 

September  19. — Brigade  with  the  corps  moved  through  Berryville 
toward  Winchester,  and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Winchester. 

September  20. — Advanced  to  Strasburg. 

September  22. — Took  up  intrenched  position  to  right  of  Strasburg,  in 
front  of  Fisher’s  Hill;  in  afternoon  advanced  with  corps;  marched  all 
night. 

September  23. — Arrived  at  Woodstock  in  the  morning.  Marched  at 
12  m.  to  one  mile  beyond  Edenburg. 

September  24. — Eesumed  march  at  G  a.  m.;  overtook  the  enemy  at 
Mount  Jackson;  advanced  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  New 
Market;  encamped  for  the  night. 

September  25. — Eesumed  march  at  6  a.  m.;  went  into  cami)  at  3  i).  m. 
near  Harrisonburg. 

September  29. — Moved  up  to  Mount  Crawford ;  returned  the  30th, 
going  into  camp  in  former  position  near  Harrisonburg. 

[October.] — The  return  of  September  left  the  brigade  near  Harrison¬ 
burg,  Ya. 

October  6. — Brigade,  with  corps,  moved  at  daybreak  to  within  two 
miles  of  Mount  Jackson;  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

October  7. — At  6  a.  m.  moved  again,  marching  through  Woodstock; 
stopped  thei'e  through  the  night. 

October  8. — Moved  again  at  6  a.  m.;  marched  to  Fisher’s  Hill ;  formed 
line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Eemained  in  this  position  until  3 
p.  m.,  when  the  brigade  moved  back  across  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah  and  went  into  camp. 
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October  10. — Moved  back  to  the  north  of  Cedar  Creek. 

October  16. — Brigade  turned  out  at  11  a.  m.  to  work  on  abatis  and 
rifle-pits  in  front  of  line.  Eemained  in  position  to  the  north  of  Cedar 
Creek  until  the  19th. 

October  19. — Participated  in  the  fight  on  that  day  5  occupied  its  old 
position  that  night. 

October  20. — Brigade  moved  up  to  within  one  mile  of  Strasburg, 
remaining  over  night. 

October  21. — Moved  into  the  fort  near  Strasburg  and  occupied  the 
town.  Eemained  there  until  afternoon,  when  it  moved  back  to  its  old 
position,  to  the^ north  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  went  into  camp,  where  it 
still  remains  [31st]. 

November  9. — The  command  broke  camp  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  and 
moved  back  to  Camp  Eussell,  Va.,  where  it  has  since  remained. 

December  30. — The  brigade,  with  the  corps,  moved  back  from  Camp 
Eussell  to  present  position,  near  Stephenson’s  Depot. 

Fourth  Brigade^  Second  Division. 

September  5. — Made  reconnaissance  indirection  of  Winchester  5  slight 
skirmish  with  enemy. 

September  19. — Engagement  at  Winchester,  this  brigade  on  extreme 
right  of  line  of  battle;  loss  heavy. 

September  20. — Pursued  enemy  to  Strasburg. 

September  22. — Charged  rebel  works,  capturing  six-gun  battery  and 
pursued  retreating  enemy. 

September  23  to  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg,  skirmishing  with 
enemy. 

September  29. — Marched  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30. — Eeturned  to  Harrisonburg. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA.* 

[August.] — During  the  early  part  of  this  month  the  Army  of  West 
Virginia,  in  the  field,  marched  into  Maryland  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels, 
but  soon  returned,  and  then,  as  part  of  the  command  of  Major-General 
Sheridan,  advanced  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  as  far  as  Cedar  Creek. 
The  command  falling  back  soon  from  that  position  to  Halltowu,  Va., 
the  Army  of  West  Virginia  returned  with  it  and  remained  at  the  latter 
place  during  the  rest  of  the  month.  In  the  meantime  a  rebel  cavalry 
force  under  the  command  of  McCausland,  having  previously  burned 
Cliambersburg,  Pa.,  advanced  on  Cumberland,  Md.,  by  the  Baltimore 
pike,  and  attacked  Brigadier-General  Kelley,  who  handsomely  repulsed 
it.  Moving  off  under  cover  of  night,  it  crossed  the  Potomac  about  six¬ 
teen  miles  below  Cumberland,  and,  marching  round  via  Springfield,  Va., 
attacked  the  post  of  Kew  Creek,  and  there  also  met  witli  defeat,  and 
retreated.  Brigadier-General  Averell,  commanding  Second  Cavalry 
Division,  was  apprised  by  Brigadier-General  Kelley  of  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  McCausland,  and  marched  in  pursuit  and  overtook  him  near 
Moorefield,  Va.  He  attacked  the  rebels  and  captured  all  their  cannon, 
with  some  400  prisoners.  Nothing  else  of  interest  trausx)ired  during  the 
month.  Major-General  Hunter  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
department  and  Brigadier-General  Crook  assigned  to  the  command  tem¬ 
porarily. 


*  Commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 
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September. — Until  September  19  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  General 
Crook  commanding  in  i)erson,  with  the  Nineteenth  and  Sixth  Army 
Corps,  the  whole  under  General  Sheridan,  remained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Harper’s  Ferry,  but  on  that  day  the  entire  command  moved  forward, 
attacked  the  rebel  army  under  General  Early  near  the  crossing  of  the 
W inchester  pike  with  the  Opequon  Kiver,  and  defeated  it  badly.  Moving 
up  the  Shenandoah  Y alley,  the  rebels  were  again  met  at  Fisher’s  Hill, 
where  they  were  disastrously  routed.  Great  numbers  of  prisoners  and 
many  pieces  of  cannon  were  captured,  with  but  slight  loss  to  ourselves. 

In  the  western  portion  of  the  department  nothing  of  particular 
moment  occurred. 

[Oetober.] — During  this  month  the  Army  of  West  A^irginia,  forming 
part  of  Major-General  Sheridan’s  command,  fell  back  from  Harrison¬ 
burg,  to  which  in)int  the  whole  command  had  advanced  after  the  battle 
of  Fisher’s  Hill,  on  September  22,  to  Cedar  Creek.  From  this  place  a 
reconnaissance  was  made  by  the  First  Division,  Army  of  West  Vir-* 
ginia,  on  the  12th;  our  loss,  about  300  men  killed,  wounded,  and  cap¬ 
tured. 

October  19. — Before  daylight  the  enemy  attacked  our  forces  at  Cedar 
Creek,  driving  them  from  their  position.  Until  the  middle  of  the  day 
tlie  game  was  completely  in  the  enemy’s  hands,  but  our  troops  having 
been  rallied  and  placed  in  position,  and  Major-General  Sheridan  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  field  about  the  same  time,  the  tide  was  turned  and  the  rebels 
were  as  completely  defeated  as  they  had  been  before  victorious.  Many 
guns  aod  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands  and  the  rebel  power  in  the  Valley 
was  conii:)letely  broken  np. 

In  the  western  portion  of  the  department  nothing  occurred  worthy 
of  special  mention,  except  an  attack  by  about  300  rebels,  under  Major 
Hall,  on  an  outpost  at  Beverly,  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  of  the  Eighth 
Ohio  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Youart,  of  that  regiment. 
After  severe  fighting  of  some  hours’  duration  the  rebels  were  compelled 
to  abandon  the  attack,  witli  a  loss  of  their  commander,  mortally 
wounded,  and  93  captured. 

[November.] — During  this  month  nothing  worthy  of  special  mention 
occurred  except  the  surprise  and  capture  on  the  28th  instant  by  1,500 
or  2,000  rebels,  under  Generals  Eosser  and  Payne,  of  the  post  of  New 
Creek,  commanded  by  Col.  George  E.  Latham,  Fifth  West  Virginia 
Cavalry.  The  rebels  succeeded  in  taking  prisoners  about  400  of  the 
garrison.  They  burned  all  the  Government  buildings  at  the  post.  A 
detachment  went  west  as  far  as  Piedmont,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy¬ 
ing  the  machine-shops  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Company  at 
that  place,  but  were  unable  to  accomplish  their  purpose,  because  of  the 
gallant  resistance  made  by  Capt.  John  Fisher,  Company  A,  Sixth  West 
Virginia  Infantry,  and  a  detachment  of  thirty-five  men  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  The  whole  rebel  force  retreated  the  same  day  up  the  New 
Creek  Valley. 

[December.] — During  the  month  the  First  Infantry  Division,  Col.  T. 
M.  Harris  commanding,  was  withdrawn  from  the  department  by  order 
of  the  War  Department  and  ordered  to  the  Army  of  the  James.  The 
Second  Division  was  also  withdrawn  from  the  Valley  preparatory  to 
going  into  winter  quarters;  the  headquarters  established  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  Md.  Major-General  Crook,  commanding  the  department,  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  General  Sheridan,  commanding  Middle 
Military  Division,  established  his  headquarters  at  Cumberland,  Md.. 
No  movements  of  importance. 
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First  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division. 

August  26. — Engaged  in  reconnaissance  at  Halltown,  W.  Va. 
September  3. — Engaged  in  action  at  Berry ville,  Va.^  under  General 
Crook. 

September  19. — Engaged  in  action  at  Winchester,  Va. 

September  22. — Engaged  in  action  at  Pdsher^s  Hill,  Va. 

October  13. — Engaged  in  action  at  Cedar  Creek.  Col.  George  D. 
Wells^  commanding  brigade,  killed. 

October  Engaged  in  action  at  Cedar  Creek. 

November  9. — Fell  back  to  Kernstown  from  Cedar  Creek. 

November  18. — Stationed  at  Opequon  Crossing,  P.  and  Y.  E.  K.* 

Second  Brigade.^  First  Infantry  Division. 

August  3. — Marched  to  Monocacy  Junction,  Md.;  twenty  miles. 
August  6. — Marched  to  Harper^s  Ferry,  Y  a.  j  twenty-three  miles. 
August  8. — Marched  to  Shenandoah  Eiver;  four  miles. 

August  10. — Marched  to  Berry ville,  Ya. ;  twenty- three  miles. 

August  11. — Marched  to  near  Middletown,  Ya.;  eighteen  miles. 
August  12. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.;  seven  miles. 

August  16  and  17. — Marched  to  Berryville,  Ya.  f  twenty-six  miles. 
August  18. — Marched  toward  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.  j  six  miles. 

August  22. — Marched  to  Halltown,  Ya. ;  fourteen  miles. 

Axigust  28. — Marched  to  near  Charlestown,  Ya.j  five  miles.  Total 
140  miles. 

September  3. — Moved  from  near  Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  to  Berryville, 
Ya.,  and  had  a  skirmish;  eleven  miles. 

September  8. — Moved  to  Summit  Point,  W.  Ya. ;  eight  miles. 
September  19. — Moved  to  Opequon  Creek,  Ya. ;  eight  miles. 
September  ^^.^Moved  to  Woodstock,  Ya. ;  thirty-five  miles. 
September  24. — Moved  to  New  Market,  Ya. ;  eighteen  miles. 
September  25. — Moved  to  Harrisonburg,  Ya.;  eighteen  miles.  Total 
ninety-eight  miles. 

September  25  to  October  6. — Encamped  at  Harrisonburg,  Ya.  On  lat¬ 
ter  date  marched  to  Shenandoah  bridge;  twenty-six  miles. 

October  7. — Marched  to  Woodstock,  Ya. ;  fifteen  miles. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Strasburg,  Ya. ;  eleven  miles. 

October  11. — Marched  to  Winchester,  Ya.;  eighteen  miles. 

October  12. — Marched  to  Martinsburg,  Ya.;  twenty-two  miles. 
October  16. — Marched  to  Winchester,  Ya. ;  twenty-two  miles. 

October  20. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. ;  fifteen  miles. 

October  21. — Marched  to  Newtown,  Ya.;  seven  miles.  Total,  136 
miles. 

November  11. — Left  Newtown  and  marched  to  Kernstown,  Ya.;  fif¬ 
teen  miles. 

November  24. — Marched  to  Stephenson’s  Depot,  Ya.;  nine  miles.* 

Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 

-  [September]. — Not  actively  engaged  during  the  month.  Stationed 
here  [Cumberland,  Md.|  to  remount  after  the  recent  arduous  cam¬ 
paigns  through  the  Yalley. 

*  For  the  itinerary  of  this  command  for  December,  see  Vol.  XLIl,  Part  1,  p.  113. 
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Second  Cavalry  Division. 

August  1. — Division  marched  after  General  McOausland  and  attacked 
him  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  August  7,  defeating  him.  with  loss  to  the 
enemy  of  150  killed  and  wounded,  500  prisoners,  678  horses,  4  guns  and 
caissons,  with  all  his  wagons.  Eeturned,  via  l^ew  Creek,  Hancock, 
and  Cherry  Run,  to  Martinsburg. 

August  18. — Marched  to  Shepherdstown,  Ya. 

August  20. — Marched  to  Fairplay,  Md. 

August  26. — Marched  to  Hagerstown,  Md. 

August  29. — Marched  to  Martinsburg,  W.  Ya. 

August  31. — Attacked  in  Martinsburg,  W.  Ya.,  by  Eodes’  division  ot 
infantry  and  forced  to  retire  to  Falling  Waters,  W.  Ya, 

October  1. — At  Mount  Crawford;  thence  to  Harrisonburg  and  Luray 
Court-House  (4th),  collecting  cattle. 

October  9. — Moved  to  Front  Eoyal ;  made  a  reconnaissance  to  Mil¬ 
ford  and  attacked  Imboden  at  that  place  with  no  decided  result. 

October  19. — First  Brigade  was  posted  on  Catlett’s  Ford  road.  Second 
Brigade  on  Front  Eoyal  pike;  retired  with  small  loss  and  took  part  in 
the  attack  of  the  evening. 

October  20. — Eeturned  to  Front  Eoyal  and  encamped. 

November  1. — The  division  was  encamped  at  Guard  Hill,  Ya.,  making 
reconnaissances  to  Milford  and  up  the  Luray  Yalley;  made  a  recon- 
naisance  through  Chester  Gap  to  Eectortown  and  Middleburg,  return¬ 
ing  through  Upperville  and  Ashby’s  Gap;  captured  and  brought  in  300 
head  of  cattle  and  200  sheep. 

November  11. — Headquarters  at  Camp  Eussell,  Ya. 

November  12. — Attacked  Lomax’s  division  of  cavalry  near  Mneveh, 
Ya.,  and  routed  it,  capturing  19  officers,  189  enlisted  men,  2  guns,  2 
caissons,  2  battle-flags,  4  wagons,  1  ambulance,  145  horses,  and  a  large 
number  of  small-arms;  drove  the  enemy  across  Shenandoah  Eiver; 
lost  Captain  Prendergast,  provost-marshal,  and  1  private.  Twenty-first 
i^ew  York  Cavalry,  kiUed,  and  7  wounded. 

November  13. — Eeturned  to  camp. 

November  21. — Made  reconnaissance  with  Third  Division  to  Eude’s 
Hiil. 

November  22. — Attacked  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry  at  that  i)lace, 
but  were  forced  to  retire,  with  loss. 

November  23. — Eeturned  to  camp. 

November  24. — Camp  attacked  by  Mosby,  who  was  repulsed,  with 
loss. 

[December.] — Division  stationed  at  Camp  Eussell,  Ya. 

December  19. — Moved  with  First  Division,  via  Chester  Gap,  Sperry- 
ville,  and  Madison  Court-House,  to  Liberty  Mills,  near  Gordonsville ; 
attacked  the  enemy  at  that  place;  drove  him  across  Robertson’s  Eiver, 
and  crossing  at  a  ford  above  Liberty  Mills  attacked  again  in  flank, 
forcing  the  enemy  to  retire  by  night,  leaving  his  artillery  on  the  field; 
retired  the  next  day  via  Madison  Court-House,  Warrenton,  and  Ashby’s 
Gap,  repulsing  attacks  of 'guerrillas  and  capturing  all  sheep,  cattle,  &c., 
found;  found  the  road  at  Ashby’s  Gap  filled  with  torx)edoes,  which  were 
taken  uj>. 

December  31. — Went  into  camp  near  Winchester,  Ya. 
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Second  Brigade^  Second  Cavalry  Division. 

A  ugust  1. — The  cominaiid  was  in  pursuit  of  AlcCauslaucTs  command 
from  Ohambersburg^  Pa.,  toward  Hancock,  Aid.  5  continued  pursuit  to 
Hancock,  where  the  rebels  were  overtaken  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d.  Tlie  rebels  fell  back  and  were  again  pur¬ 
sued  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day. 

Aiigust  7. — The  enemy^s  cami)  was  attacked  at  Moorefield,  W.  Ya.,  and 
the  enemy  routed  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  in  possession  of  this 
brigade  four  pieces  of  artillery,  battle-flags,  and  480  prisoners.  The 
command  marehed  to  New  Creek,  took  the  cars  and  moved  to  Hancock, 
Aid.,  where  it  remained  until  the  15th,  when  it  marched  to  Alartins- 
bnrg,  AY.  Ya. 

August  19. — The  eommand  marched  to  8hepherdstown  and  remained 
until  the  21st,  when  it  crossed  the  Potomac  Piver  at  Shepherdstown 
and  moved  to  Fairplay,  Aid,,  where  it  remained  until  the  27th,  when 
the  command  crossed  the  Potomac  Eiver  at  AVilliamsport  and  marched 
to  Alartinsbnrg.  The  command  remained  here  until  the  31st,  when, 
after  a  sharp  skirmisli  with  the  advance  column  of  Breckinridge’s  corps 
of  the  rebel  army,  it  fell  back  to  near  Falling  Abaters  and  encamped 
for  the  night. 

Septemher  1. — Encamped  near  AVilliamsport,  Aid. 

Septemher  3. — Broke  camp  at  daybreak  and  moved  toAvard  AVinches- 
ter,  Ya.,  when  the  advance  of  Lomax’s  division  of  rebel  cavalry  was 
met  and  a  sharp  fight  ensued,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  47  prisoners, 
17  wagons,  about  100  horses  and  mules,  and  the  burning  of  4  wagons 
loaded  with  ammunition.  The  command  then  fell  back  to  DarkesAdlle. 

Septemher  4. — Advanced  to  within  about  eight  miles  of  Winchester  j 
returned  to  Darkesville  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

Septemher  5. — Advanced  to  near  Stephenson’s  Depot,  and  after  a 
sharp  fight  with  Eodes’  division  of  rebel  infantry  fell  back  to  Darkes¬ 
ville.  The  command  remained  here  until  the  Oth,  Avhen  the  command 
marched  toLeetown;  remained  thereuntil  the  12th,  Avhen  the  command 
returned  to  Darkesville;  after  some  sharp  skirmishing  for  two  days 
returned  to  Leetown,  where  the  command  remained  until  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  Avhen  it  was  on  the  right  of  the  line  in  the  battle  of  Ope- 
quon,  having  hard  fighting  most  of  the  day. 

Septemher  22. — Was  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  on  the  right  of  the 
line;  pressed  the'enemy  heavily  until  night  fall. 

Septemher  24. — Y’^as  in  the  battle  of  Timber ville. 

Septemher  26. — In  battle  near  Brown’s  Gap. 

Septemher  27. — In  battle  at  AYeyer’s  Cave. 

Octoher  1. — At  Harrisonburg;  moved  in  the  direction  of  Luray,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  2d;  remained  here  until  the  7th. 
While  at  Luray  a  detachment  of  300  men,  under  Alaj.  H.  Farabee,  First 
AYest  Yirginia  Cavalry,  crossed  the  Blue  Eidge  Aloun  tains  at  Thornton’s 
Gap,  and  marched  to  where  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad 
crossed  the  Eapidan  Eiver  and  burned  the  bridge,  then  returned  safely 
to  Luray. 

Octoher  7. — The  command  moved  to  Alilford ;  thence  to  Guard  Hill,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Shenandoah  Eiver,  near  Front  Eoyal,  where  it 
remained  until  the  19th,  when  it  fell  back  a  few  miles  during  the  day, 
and  returned  to  its  position  again  on  the  21st  at  Guard  Hill. 

\Novemher.] — The  brigade  was  encamped  at  Guard  Hill,  about  two 
miles  north  of  Front  Eoyal,  Ya. 

Novemher  7. — Broke  camp. 
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November  10. — Eeturiiecl  to  Newtowu., 

Noveynber  11. — Marclied  to  Front  Koyal  on  Winchester  pike  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  camp  at  Perkins’  Mill,  since  called  Camp  Knssell. 

November  12. — Moved  out  with  the  effective  portion  of  the  command 
to  Nineveh,  on  the  Front  Eoyal  pike.  The  enemy  were  here  met, 
under  the  command  of  the  rebel  General  McGausland.  After  a  little 
sharp  fighting  the  enemy  fled  in  confusion,  this  brigade  capturing  2 
-  battle-flags  and  2  pieces  of  artillery,  187  men,  besides  quite  a  number 
of  small- arms,  &c.  After  pursuing  the  enemy  eight  miles  the  com¬ 
mand  returned  to  Camp  Eussell. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  chiefly  spent  in  putting  up  com¬ 
fortable  quarters  for  the  men,  stables  for  the  horses,  and  equipping  the 
command.  Little  time  has  been  allowed  for  drill  or  anything  of  the 
kind.  Scouting  and  picket  duty  has  been  exceedingly  heavy. 

{December. \ — The  brigade  was  encamped  at  Caini)  Eussell,  on  Front 
Eoyal  road,  about  six  miles  from  Winchester,  Ya.  Scouting  duties 
were  not  very  heavy  during  the  month;  picket  duty  exceedingly  heavy. 
The  command  broke  camp  on  December  19. 

December  .2^.-— Battle  of  Liberty  Mills  fought.  Eeturned  from  expe¬ 
dition  and  encamped  at  Camp  Eussell. 

December  30. — Broke  camp  and  marched  to  Camp  Averell,  Ya.,  the 
place  of  present  encampment. 

Reserve  Division. 

August  1. — At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy,  under  command  of  Generals  Mc- 
Causland  and  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  attacked  the  command  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  under  General  Kelley.  A  figlit  ensued  two  miles  east  of  town,  on 
the  Baltimore  pike,  lasting  until  8  p.  ni.  At  11  p.  m.  the  enemy  re¬ 
treated  toward  Old  Town,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands, 
and  abandoning  two  caissons,  several  carriages,  and  a  large  quantity  ot 
ammunition.  Our  loss  was  1  mortally  and  1  slightly  wounded  ,•  enemy’s 
loss,  8  killed  and  30  wounded. 

August  2. — McGausland  and  Johnson  attacked  Colonel  Stough,  One 
hundred  and  fifty-third  Ohio  National  Guard,  at  Green  Spring  Eun. 
After  a  severe  fight,  in  which  the  engine  attached  to  the  iron-dads 
was  disabled  by  a  shot  through  the  boiler.  Colonel  Stough  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  surrender  the  block-house,  with  5  officers  and  77  men.  In  this 
fight  we  lost  2  killed  and  3  wounded,  with  10  missing;  the  enemy  lost 
20  to  25  killed  and  40  to  50  wounded.  The  fight  lasted  six  hours  and  a 
half.  Our  men  who  were  taken  prisoners  were  paroled.  The  enemy 
moved  off'  toward  Springfield,  in  Hampshire  County,  W.  Ya. 

August  3. — Scouts  report  the  enemy  in  camp  at  Springfield,  reported 
to  be  awaiting  re- enforcements  for  a  renewed  attack  on  Cumberland. 

August  4. — McGausland  and  Johnson  attacked  the  forces  at  New 
Creek,  W.  Ya.,  under  command  of  Colonel  Stevenson,  One  hundred 
and  fifty-fourth  Ohio  National  Guard,  and  after  a  severe  fight,  lasting 
several  hours,  were  driven  oft,  leaving  part  of  their  wounded  and  dead 
in  our  hands.  Our  loss  was  1  commissioned  officer  and  7  enlisted  men 
killed  and  29  enlisted  men  wounded  and  missing. 

August  6. — General  Averell’s  division  of  cavalry  assigned  to  General 
Kelley’s  command.  General  Averell  was  directed  to  move  from  Bath, 
Morgan  County,  to  Springfield,  Hampshire  County,  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  retreating  from  New  Creek. 

August  7. — General  Averell  overtook  the  enemy  at  Oldfields,  Hardy 
County;  attacked  and  whipped  him,  capturing 27  commissioned  officers 
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and  393  enlisted  men,  4  cannon,  large  quantity  of  small-arms,  4C0  horses 
and  equipments;  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  supposed  to  he  heavy;  our  loss, 
7  killed  and  21  wounded. 

August  8. — General  Averell’s  command  arrived  at  New  Greek  with 
the  captured  property  from  Oldfields.  He  is  ordered  with  his  com¬ 
mand  to  Hancock,  Md.,  from  whence  he  will  report  to  Alaj or- General 
Sheridan. 

August  24. — The  picket  post  at  Huttonsville,  W.  Ya.,  seventy  strong. 
Eighth  t)hio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  was  surprised  and  captured;  the  men 
were  paroled  and  the  horses  and  arms  were  carried  oft'  by  the  enemy. 

Octohcr  29. — About  5  a.  m.  the  outpost  of  this  command  at  Beverly, 
W.  Va.,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Youart,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  com¬ 
manding,  was  attacked  by  350  Confederates  from  Jackson’s  and  Imbo- 
den’s  commands,  under  Major  Hall.  After  two  hours’  hard  figiiting  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  and  took  to  the  mountains  very  much 
demoralized,  with  a  loss  of  Lieutenants  Gamble  and  Kearsley  killed ;  25 
wounded  in  our  hands  (including  Major  Hall,  mortally  wounded ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Loren  tz,  slightly,  and  Lieutenant  Eeger,  severely);  93  prison¬ 
ers  (including  Lieutenant  Lurty,  besides  2  surgeons,  who  are  taking- 
care  of  their  wounded).  Ninety  stand  of  arms  of  various  patterns 
were  taken.  Our  loss  was  1  lieutenant  (Joshua  Peck)  and  8  men  killed, 
15  men  missing,  and  1  man  mortally,  15  severely,  and  7  slightly  wounded. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Youart  had  200  men  in  the  action.  The  Union 
carbine,  a  worthless  weapon,  with  which  many  of  his  men  were  armed, 
endangered  the  colonel’s  success;  as  it  was,  they  did  the  principal  part 
of  their  fighting  with  their  fists  and  butt  ends  of  their  guns. 

Forces  at  Neiv  Creelcj  W.  Va. 

{October.] — Nothihg  of  importance  has  occurred  during  the  past 
month,  save  the  usual  scouting  done  by  the  cavalry  at  this  post. 

JVovember  27. — Near  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  E.  Fleming, 
with  100  mounted  men  from  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  from  Battery  L,  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  had  a  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy,  but  was  overpow¬ 
ered  by  superior  numbers,  and  withdrew  to  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

November  28. — Near  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Maj.  P.  J.  Potts,  witli  IGO 
mounted  men  from  the  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  had  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy,  capturing  one  rebel  lieutenant  and  twelve  men.  The 
enemy,  under  General  Eosser,  captured  the  garrison  at  this  place, 
destroying  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores,  &c. 

First  Brigade^  U.  N.  Forces  at  Martinsburg. 

[October.] — The  brigade  lias  been  in  camp  near  the  town  of  Martins¬ 
burg,  W.  Va.,  doing  jiicket  duty  and  guarding  Government  stores  in 
town. 

Railroad  Forces  West  of  HancocJc. 

Nothing  of  importance  transpired  during  the  month  of  December  in 
this  command.  The  usual  scouting  jiarties  were  sent  out,  &c. 

Railroad  Forces  West  of  Piedmont. 

September  26. — A  rebel  force  of  about  900  strong,  under  Colonel 
Witcher,  entered  Weston,  Lewis  County,  robbed  the  banks,  stores,  and 
dwellings  of  the  citizens,  and  committed  many  outrages.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  Weston  to  Buckhannon,  which  place  they  attacked  with 
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tlieir  advance  guard  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  but  were  gallantly 
repulsed  by  Capt.  H.  H.  Hagans’  company  (A),  First  West  Virginia 
Cavalry,  who  drove  them  out  of  town;  but  the  main  body  coming  up, 
he  was  forced  to  retire,  which  he  did  in  good  order.  i7o  loss  on  our 
side;  several  of  the  enemy  Avounded.  The  rebels  took  possession  of  the 
town,  but  owing  to  timely  information  the  preceding  evening  the  dam¬ 
age  and  loss  were  slight,  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  having  during 
^he  night  moved  their  most  valuable  property.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  27th  a  volunteer  scout  of  about  fifty  citizens  was  started  from 
Clarksburg  toward  Buckhannon  to  feel  the  country  and  gather  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  enemy’s  movements.  This  force  made  their  way  to 
Buckhannon,  arriving  there  without  hearing  of  the  enemy  before  day¬ 
light  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  They  found  the  town  deserted,  but 
had  not  been  there  over  an  hour  before  it  was  surrounded  by  the  whole 
rebel  force  and  the  scouting  party  were  mostly  captured.  They  were 
released  after  being  robbed  of  their  money,  clothes,  watches,  &c.  The 
enemy  left  Buckhannon  again  at  noon  on  the  28th,  and,  as  afterward 
ascertained,  left  the  country,  via  French  Creek  and  Jacksonville, 
through  Braxton  and  Webster  Counties. 

November  11. — A  detachment  of  twenty  men.  Company  A,  Sixth 
West  Virginia  Infantry,  under  Lieut.  B.  F.  Coogle,  moved  from  Pied¬ 
mont  to  Mannington,  W.  Va.,  a  distance  of  Il3  miles  west;  sent  to 
clear  the  country  of  rebel  horse-thieves  and  bushwhackers;  captured 
several. 

November  28. — The  rebels  under  Generals  Eosser,  McCausland,  and 
Payne  surprised  the  forces  at  New  Creek  about  10  a.  m.,  and  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  all  of  Company  L,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  Lieut. 
William  E.  McDonald  and  51  men,  was  captured.  Capt.  John  Fisher, 
Company  A,  at  Piedmont,  hearing  of  the  enemy  being  at  New  Creek, 
made  preparations  for  the  defense  of  Piedmont  by  calling  in  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  his  company  from  Bloomington,  making  a  total  of  thirty-five 
efiective  men.  The  enemy,  300  strong,  commanded  by  Major  McDonald, 
approached  Piedmont  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  New  Creek  road.  Captain 
Fisher,  after  some  skirmishing,  finding  the  rebels  far  outnumbered  his 
command,  fell  back  across  the  river  on  a  hill,  from  whence  he  had  com¬ 
mand  of  the  town.  The  enemy  twice  attempted  to  cross  the  river,  but 
were  each  time  repulsed.  After  three  hours’  stubborn  resistance  on  the 
part  of  Captain  Fisher  and  his  gallant  band,  the  rebels  retired  on  the 
Elk  Garden  road,  having  only  succeeded  in  firing  one  of  the  railroad 
shops  and  leaving  behind  them  1  man  killed,  1  mortally  and  2  slightly 
wounded.  They  carried  with  them  some  10  or  15  wounded.  Captain 
Fisher  lost  none,  and  great  praise  is  due  him  and  his  men  for  their 
gallant  defense  of  the  town. 

[December.] — This  regiment  (Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry)  is  guard¬ 
ing  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Northwestern  Virginia  railroads  from 
Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  through  Grafton  to  Wheeling  and  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va. 

Dece^nher  8. — Detachment  of  Company  B,  Sixth  West  Virginia  In¬ 
fantry,  twenty  men,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Freeman,  marched 
from  Clarksburg  to  Mannington  to  scout  Marion  and  adjacent  counties 
and  rid  them  of  rebel  horse-thieves,  deserters,  and  guerrillas.  They 
are  doing  good  service,  having  had  several  skirmishes,  killing  2  and 
capturing  8  of  the  enemy,  without  loss  on  our  part. 

December  28. — Company  G,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  moved 
from  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  to  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  177  miles  east  by 
railroad,  by  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley.  The  remnant  of 
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Company  I  was  moved  from  Cumberland  to  Piedmont,  twenty- seven 
miles  by  railroad  west,  and  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  with  Captain 
Fisher,  Company  A,  by  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kelley,  com¬ 
manding  forces  Avest  of  Hancock,  Md.  Coinxmiiy  M  consolidated  with 
Companies  L  and  O  by  virtue  of  Special  Orders,  Ko.  72,  headquarters 
Department  of  West  Virginia,  December  21, 18G4. 

Forces  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

November  25. — Information  was  received  that  the  commands  of  McKeill 
and  Woodson,  vebel  partisans,  Avere  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Moore- 
field. 

November  26. — Two  detachments  were  sent  out  from  Kew  Creek  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  away  these  parties.  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Flem¬ 
ing,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  with  120  men,  cavalry  and  artillery, 
proceeded  up  the  New  Creek  Valley,  with  instructions  to  approach 
Moorefleld  from  the  west,  and  Major  Potts,  with  155  men  of  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Avas  directed  to  proceed  via  Eomney 
and  approach  Mooreheld  from  the  east,  both  to  arrive  before  the  place 
at  daylight  on  the  28th.  The  State  troops  of  Pendleton  County,  W. 
Va.,  numbering  about  150  men,  were  ordered  to  occupy  South  Fork,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  escaping  via  Brock^s  Gap  up  South  Fork 
Valley.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming  approached  Mooreheld  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th,  but  found  the  place  occupied  by  a  large  force  of 
the  enemy  under  General  Eosser;  was  drWen  back,  losing  20  men  and 
1  piece  of  artillery.  Major  Potts,  with  his  detachment,  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  and  was  compelled  to  retire  j  he  captured  1  rebel 
lieutenant  and  12  men. 

November  28. — About  10  a.  m.  the  forces  stationed  at  New  Creek, 
consisting  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry;  Battery  H, 
First  West  Virginia  Artillery,  and  a  portion  of  Battery  L,  First  Illinois 
Artillery,  numbering  about  800  effective  men,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  G.  E.  Latham,  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  were  surprised  by 
Generals  Eosser’s  and  Payne’s  forces,  numbering  probably  2,000.  The 
enemy  captured  about  460  men  and  3  pieces  of  artillery;  burned  the 
Government  warehouses,  which  contained  a  considerable  amount  of 
quartmaster’s  and  commissary  stores.  After  they  had  occupied  New 
Creek  a  detachment  of  the  rebels.  Major  McDonald  commanding, 
advanced  to  Piedmont,  six  miles  Avest  of  New  Creek,  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad,  with  the  evident  intention  of  destroying  the  impor¬ 
tant  railroad  buildings  there,  but  in  this  they  were  unsuccessful,  owing 
to  the  gallant  defense  made  by  Capt.  John  Fisher,  Company  A,  Sixth 
West  Virginia  Infantry,  and  a  detachment  of  thirty-five  men.  The 
enemy  were  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  behind  1  man  killed  and 
3  badly  wounded,  and  carrying  with  them  10  or  15  wounded.  Captain 
Fisher  lost  none.  The  whole  rebel  force  retreated  the  same  day  up  the 
New  Creek  Valley.  Major  Potts,  with  150  men,  who  had  returned  from 
Mooreheld,  was  directed  to  follow  and  harass  their  rear  and  pick  up 
stragglers. 

CAVALRY.* 

First  Division. 

August  1  to  The  division  was  engaged  in  embarkation  from  City 
Point,  Va.,  to  Giesborough  Point,  D.  C.,  and  completed  on  the  7th. 

August  7. — Marched,  via  Washington,  to  TennallytoAvn. 

*  Commauded  Ly  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbci'b  V.  S.  Army. 
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August  8. — Marched  to  Poolesville,  Md. 

August  9. — Marched  to  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Augitst  10. — Marched  via  Oliarlestown  and  Berryville,  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  at  Stone  Chapel. 

August  11. — Engaged  the  enemy’s  cavalry  near  Winchester  and  drove 
them  from  toll-gate,  and  fought  his  infantry  at  Kewtown. 

August  12. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek. 

August  13  to  15. — In  position  at  Cedar  Creek. 

August  16. — Marched  to  Cedarville,  routed  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and 
infantry,  taking  300  i)risoners  and  2  stand  of  colors. 

August  17. — Marched  to  Berryville. 

Augtist  18  to  20. — Encamped  at  Berryville,  frequently  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy’s  cavalry. 

August  21. — Marched  to  Charlestown;  continued  skirmishing. 

August  22. — Marched  to  Shepherdstown. 

August  23  and  24. — Encami)ed  at  Shepherdstown. 

A  ugust  25. — Made  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  -Kearneysville ;  heavily 
engaged  throughout  the  day;  encamped  near  Halltown. 

August  26  and  27. — In  camp. 

August  28. — Marched  via  Leetown ;  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
through  Smithfield  to  Bunker  Hill;  encamped  at  Smithheld. 

August  29. — Engaged  the  enemy’s  infantry,  artillery,  &c. 

August  30. — Marched  to  Berryville,  and  encami^ed  at  Berryville  on 
the  night  of  August  31,  18G4. 

September  1. — The  division  was  encamped  near  Berryville. 

September  2. — Marched  to  Eippon  and  back  to  Berryville  again. 

September  3. — Marched  to  White  Post. 

September  4. — Eeturned  to  Berryville  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy. 

September  5. — Moved  to  Summit  Point  and  took  position  on  the  right 
of  army,  where  it  remained  from  the  6th  to  the  14th  engaged  in  i)icket- 
ing  and  scouting,  frequently  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

September  15. — Engaged  and  drove  the  enemy  across  Opequon  Creek 
at  Seivers’  Ford,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners. 

September  16  to  18. — In  camp. 

September  19. — Engaged  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  capturing  2 
pieces  of  artillery,  800  prisoners,  and  5  stand  of  colors. 

September  20. — Marched  to  Strasburg. 

September  21. — Marched  to  Front  Eoyal. 

September  22. — Marched  to  Milford;  skirmished  with  the  enemy. 

September  23. — Marched  to  Cedarville  via  Front  Eoyal,  repulsing,  with 
severe  loss,  an  attack  of  partisan  cavalry. 

September  24. — Eouted  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Luray  Coui  t-IIouse,  cap¬ 
turing  80  prisoners  and  1  stand  of  colors. 

September  25. — Marched  to  Harrisonburg  via  Eew  Market. 

September  26. — Marched  to  Port  Eepublic,  pressing  enemy’s  rear 
toward  Brown’s  Gap. 

September  27. — Marched  to  Cross  Keys. 

September  28. — In  camp  at  Cross  Keys. 

September  29. — Marched  via  Port  Eepublic  and  Piedmont  to  Mount 
Crawford, 

September  30. — Camp  at  Mount  Crawford. 

October  1  and  2. — The  division  was  encamped  at  Mount  Crawford  and 
skirmished  with  the  enemy. 

October  3  and  4. — Eemained  in  camp. 

October  5. — Moved  to  Cross  Keys. 

October  6. — Marched  to  Timberville.' 
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Octoler  7, — Marclied  to  Edeiibiirg. 

Octoher  8. — Marched  to  Toiids  Brook  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy’s 
cavalry. 

Octoher  9. — Eonted  and  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry  to  Mount  Jackson, 
capturing  1  stand  of  colors,  5  pieces  of  artillery,  wagons,  ambu¬ 
lances,  &c. 

Octoher  10. — Encamped  near  Eisher’s  Hill. 

Octoher  11. — Marched  to  near  Middletown. 

Octoher  12  to  14. — Encamped  near  Middletown. 

Octoher  15. — Marched  to  Front  Eoyal. 

Octoher  16. — Eeturned  to  Middletown. 

Octoher  17  and  18. — Encamped  near  Middletown. 

Octoher  19. — Fought  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  capturing  22  pieces 
of  artillery,  3  caissons,  29  wagons,  37  ambulances,  95  horses,  141  mules, 
398  prisoners,  harness,  &c. 

Octoher  20. — Marched  to  Edenburg. 

Octoher  21. — Eeturned  to  near  Middletown. 

Octoher  22  to  31. — Encamped  near  Middletown,  Ya. 

November  1  to  10. — The  division  was  encamped  near  Middletown,  Ya., 
when  it  moved  to  near  Kernstown,  Ya. 

November  12. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Skirmished  with  the  enemy  until  12  o’clock  at  night  and  returned  to 
cam  I). 

November  13. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek  and  returned  to  camp  the 
same  day,  picketing,  reconnoitering,  &c. 

November  21. — Marched  to  Luray  Yalley  on  a  reconnaissance. 

November  23. — Eeturned  to  camp,  picketing,  reconnoitering,  &c.,  as 
before. 

November  28. — Marched  on  an  expedition  to  Ashby’s  Gap;  thence  to 
Paris,  Upperville,  Union,  Bloomfield,  Philomont,  Hamilton,  and  Water¬ 
ford  to  Lovettsville,  driving  off  stock,  destroying  hay,  grain,  &c. 

December  1  to  18. — The  division  was  engaged  in  picketing  the  front 
of  the  army  in  the  center  and  toward  Front  Eoyal. 

December  19. — Started  on  a  raid  toward  Gordonsville,  Ya. 

December  22. — Crossed  the  Eapidan  Eiver,  engaged  the  enemy,  drove 
him,  capturing  officers  and  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

December  23. — Marched  within  one  mile  of  Gordonsville  and  engaged 
the  enemy  (Pickett’s  division),  and  returned  through  Warren  ton.  White 
Plains,  and  Millwood,  arriving  at  Camp  Eussell,  Ya.,  its  present  camp, 
on  the  28th,  and  took  up  its  former  picket-line  up  to  December  31,  its 
present  location. 

First  Brigade.^  First  Division, 

August  1  to  3. — In  camp  near  City  Point,  Ya. 

August  4. — Embarked  for  Washington. 

August  7. — Marched  from  Giesborough  Point  via  Poolesville  to  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry. 

August  10. — Moved  via  Charlestown  and  Berryville  near  Winchester. 

August  11. — Engaged  the  enemy  near  Winchester. 

August  12. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek. 

August  13  to  15. — In  camp  at  Cedar  Creek. 

August  16. — Engaged  the  enemy  and  routed  them  near  Front  Eoyal; 
150  prisoners  captured  by  the  brigade. 

A^lgust  17. — Moved  to  Berryville. 

August  18  to  20. — In  camp. 
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Aucfust  2.1. — Moved  to  Charlestown. 

A  ugust  22. — Moved  to  Shepherdstown. 

A  ugust  23. — In  camp. 

August  25. — Figlit  at  Shepherdstown. 

August  26. — In  camp  at  Antietam. 

August  28. — Moved  to  Harper’s  Ferry  and  fight  at  Smithfield. 

August  29  to  31. — In  camp. 

Second  Brigade^  First  Division. 

August  3. — The  brigade  embarked  at  City  Point  on  transports  for 
Giesborough  Point;  disembarking  and  encamping  at  that  place  on  the 
6th  and  7th. 

Augiist  6. — At  night  marched  to  Tennallytown. 

Aiigust  7. — Marched  to  Monocacy  Church. 

August  8. — Marched  to  Pleasant  Yalley. 

August  9. — Crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper’s  Ferry  and  marched  to 
Hall  town. 

Aiigust  10. — Marched  by  Charlestown  and  Berryville  to  Chapel  Eun. 

August  11. — Engaged  and  routed  Vaughn’s  cavalry  brigade  at  toll- 
gate  on  Front  Eoyal  turnpike.  Same  night  engaged  the  enemy’s  infantry 
near  Newtown. 

August  12. — Marched  by  Newtown  to  Fawcett’s  Gap,  thence  to  Cedar 
Eun  Church,  engaging  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  on  road  to  Strasburgj 
thence  to  Middletown. 

August  13. — Crossed  Cedar  Eun  to  near  Strasburg;  recrossed  and 
encamped  5  same  night  marched  to  Cedarville. 

August  15. — Drove  enemy’s  pickets  across  Shenandoah  and  picketed 
the  river. 

August  16. — Engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  repulsing  him,  and  captur¬ 
ing  140  prisoners  and  2  colors. 

August  17. — Marched  to  Chapel  Eun  and  encamped,  picketing  the 
front. 

August  20. — Marched  to  Berryville. 

August  21. — Engaged  the  enemy  near  Berryville,  retiring  at  night 
to  Charlestown. 

August  22. — Marched  to  near  Shepherdstown,  picketing  the  rail¬ 
road. 

August  25. — Marched  to  Kearney sville  and  engaged  the  enemy’s  in¬ 
fantry. 

August  26. — Eetired  and  encamped  near  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  28. — Marched  to  Leetown,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove 
him  through  Smithfield. 

August  29. — Engaged  the  enemy’s  infantry  in  force. 

August  30. — Marched  to  Berryville  and  encamped,  lucketing  thefront. 

September  1. — The  brigade  encamped  at  Berryville. 

Septe^nher  2. — Marched  toEippon,  returning  same  night  to  Berryville. 

September  3. — Marched  to  White  Post. 

September  4. — Marched  to  near  Snicker’s  Ferry. 

September  5. — Marched  to  Summit  Point  and  encamped. 

September  8. — Marched  to  Smithfield  and  encami)ed. 

September  18. — Marched  to  Summit  Point. 

September  19. — Around  the  Opequon,  and  engaged  the  enemy  near 
Winchester,  capturing  300  x)risoners  and  5  battle-liags. 

September  20. — Marched  to  Strasburg. 

September  21. — Marched  to  Middletown. 
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September  22. — Pursued  tlie  enemy  to  Woodstock. 

September  23. — Pursued  the  enemy  and  engaged  his  rear  guard  near 
Mount  Jackson. 

September  24. — Pursued  the  enemy  and  engaged  his  rear  guard  from 
Mount  Jackson  to  six  miles  beyond  iTew  Market. 

September  25. — Pursued  the  enemy  to  Harrisonburg,  thence  to  Keezle- 
town. 

September  26. — Marched  to  Port  Eepublic,  driving  the  enemy  into 
Brown’s  Gap. 

September  .57.— Keturned  to  Cross  Keys. 

September  29. — Marched  to  Port  Eepublic,  thence  by  Piedmont  to 
Mount  Crawford  j  destroyed  ninety- three  barns  full  of  grain  and  seventy- 
two  stacks. 

September  30. — Marched  to  Cross  Keys. 

October  2. — The  brigade  engaged  the  enemy  near  Mount  Crawford. 

October  5. — Marched  to  Cross  Keys. 

October  6. — Marched  by  Harrisonburg  to  Timberville. 

October  7. — Marched  to  Edenburg. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Tom’s  Brook  and  engaged  the  enemy. 

October  9. — Engaged  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  driving  him  through 
Mount  Jackson  twenty  miles. 

October  10. — Marched  to  Tom’s  Brook  and  encamped. 

October  11. — Marched  to  Bowman’s  Ford. 

October  13. — Marched  to  the  west  of  Middletown. 

October  14. — Advanced  to  Strasburg,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  that 
place,  retiring  at  night  to  Middletown. 

October  15. — Marched  to  Front  Eoyal. 

October  16.'- — Eeturned  to  Middletown. 

October  19. — Participated  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  pursuing  the 
enemy  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  capturing  22  guns,  380  prisoners,  and  a  large 
train. 

October  20. — Drove  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  from  Fisher’s  Hill  to 
Woodstock,  capturing  22  prisoners. 

October  21. — Eeturned  to  Middletown  and  encamped  on  the  left  of 
the  army  pickets,  south  side  of  Cedar  Creek. 

November  1  to  7. — The  brigade  remained  in  camp  near  Middletown, 
picketing  on  the  south  side  of  Cedar  Creek  and  scouting  to  Woodstock 
and  Edenburg. 

November  7. — The  brigade  marched  to  near  Front  Eoyal  and  relieved 
Powell’s  division,  observing  the  country  in  that  vicinity,  and  returned 
to  camp  near  Middletown. 

November  10. — Eetired  in  rear  of  the  army  to  camp  on  Front  Eoyal 
pike,  north  of  the  Opequon,  picketing  and  scouting  to  Kineveh. 

November  12. — Marched  on  Valley  pike  and  engaged  the  enemy  until 
11  p.  m.  between  Kewtown  and  Middletown. 

November  13. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek,  returning  same  day  to  camp 
on  Front  Eoyal  pike,  picketing  and  scouting  toward  Nineveh. 

Noveynber  21. — Marched  with  the  division  to  Front  Eoyal  j  thence  to 
Milford,  Luray  Valley. 

November  23. — Eeturned  to  camp  on  Front  Eoyal  pike,  picketing  as 
before. 

November  28. — Marched  with  the  division  to  Ashby’s  Gap ;  thence 
by  Paris,  Upperville,  Union,  Bloomfield,  Philomont,  Hamilton,  and 
Waterford,  to  Lovettsville. 

December  1. — In  camp  near  Kernstown,  Va.,  picketing  toward  Front 
Eoyal. 
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December  19. — Marched  to  Chester  Gap. 

December  20. — Marched  to  Sperry ville. 

December  21. — Marched  to  near  Madison. 

December  22. — Crossed  the  Eapidan,  met  the  enemy,  and  drove  them, 
capturing  2  officers,  15  men,  and  2  x^ieces  of  artillery. 

December  23. — Marched  within  one  mile  of  Gordonsville;  engaged 
Pickett’s  division.  Eeceived  orders  from  General  Torbert  to  retire  to 
Liberty  Mills,  Eapidan  Eiver.  Marched  through  Madison,  crossing  the 
Eobertson  at  Eussell’s  Ford,  and  encamped. 

December  24. — Marched  to  Alderate  Mills. 

Deceinber  25. — Marched  to  near  Warren  ton. 

December  26. — Marched  to  White  Plains. 

December  27. — Marched  to  Millwood. 

December  28. — Eeturned  to  camp  near  Kernstown. 

December  30. — Marched  to  Smithfield. 

December  31. — Marched  to  Halltown. 

Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 

[August.] — This  command  was  organized  as  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Cavalry  Coitus,  Middle  Military  Division,  August  9,  1864,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  First  Potomac  Home  Brigade 
Cavalry,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Twenty-second  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cavalry,  and  miscellaneous  detachments  of  General  Wilson’s 
division.  On  or  about  August  14,  1864,  the  Fourteentii  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  left  the  command  and  reported  to  General  Averell  without 
orders,  and  miscellaneous  detachments  joined  their  division.  August 
24,  the  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Averell,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Cavalry  was  assigued 
to  the  brigade.  The  brigade  has  been  on  constant  duty  in  the  field 
with  the  division  in  General  Sheridan’s  army.  One  lieutenant-colonel, 
3  captains,  3  lieutenants,  and  121  enlisted  men  is  the  total  number  of 
prisoners  captured  during  the  month  by  this  brigade. 

September  8  the  brigade  was  dissolved  and  merged  in  other  brigades. 

Reserve  Brigade^  First  Division. 

August  10. — Colonel  Gibbs  assumes  command  of  brigade;  marched 
from  near  Halltown  on  road  to  White  Post;  met  enemy’s  pickets; 
attacked  and  drove  them  toward  Newtown;  camped  near  White  Post. 

August  11. — Marched  toward  Newtown;  met  and  drov^e  enemy’s 
pickets  and  skirmishers  to  line  of  breast-works ;  action  closed  at  dark; 
brigade  camped  in  rear  of  Newtown ;  losses  light. 

August  12. — Brigade  entered  Newtown,  enemy  having  left  two  hours 
previous;  camped  near  Middletown,  Ya. 

August  13  to  14. — Marched  to  Strasburg;  found  enemy  intrenched ; 
returned  to  cami)  near  Middletown. 

August  15. — Eemained  in  camp. 

August  16. — Marched  through  Middletown  and  Cedarville;  camped 
at  Nineveh. 

August  17. — Marched  through  Berry  ville;  camj)ed  two  miles  beyond 
on  road. 

August  18. — Marched  through  Berryville;  camped  one  mile  beyond 
on  the  Winchester  pike,  remaining  until  the  21st. 

A^lgust  22. — Marched  down  Charlestown  pike;  skirmished  with 
enemy  as  far  as  Eix)x)on;  camxied  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  Charlestown. 
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August  ,55.— Marched  toward  Shepherdstown  and  camped  back  of 
town. 

August  24. — Moved  camp  to  near  Autietam  Ford. 

August  25. — Marched  toward  Kearneysville,  iheeting  enemy  in  force 
half  a  mile  beyond  railroad;  retired  skirmishing;  camped  two  miles 
and  three-quarters  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 

August  26. — Made  reconnaissance  toward  Shepherdstown  and  on 
Winchester  and  Kearneysville  turnpikes. 

August  27. — Eemained  in  camp. 

Aiigust  28. — Marched  to  Smithfield;  meeting  enemy,  charged  and 
drove  them;  Lieutenant  Hoyer,  First  TJ.  S.  Cavalry,  mortally  wounded, 
died  soon  after;  pursued  the  enemy,  when  a  sharp  engagement  ensued; 
camped  near  Smithfield. 

August  29. — Enemy  appeared  in  force  and  skirmishing  began;  enemy 
crossed  stream  and  the  column  fell  slowly  back  without  confusion; 
arriving  near  Charlestown,  a  stand  was  made,  when  the  enemy  retired. 

August  30. — Brigade  moved  out  on  Berryville  turnpike  and  went 
into  camp. 

August  31. — Remained  in  camp. 

Septemher  1. — Moved  camp  to  near  Summit  Point,  remaining  picket¬ 
ing,  &c.,  until  the  8th  instant. 

September  8. — Colonel  Lowell  assumes  command;  brigade  reorganized 
under  Special  Orders,  Ko.  103,  September  8,  1864,  headquarters  First 
Cavalry  Division;  First  Kew  York  Dragoons  were  replaced  by  Second 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  Sixth  Pennsylvania  ordered  to  Pleasant 
Valley  for  muster  out;  remained  in  camp  until  September  12. 

September  13. — Made  demonstration  at  Locke’s  Ford,  on  Opequon ; 
captured  1  lieutenant  and  10  privates,  Breckinridge’s  corps;  returned 
to  former  camp  at  midnight. 

September  14  to  18. — Picketing  as  before. 

September  19. — Marched  at  2  a.  m. ;  reached  Seivers’  Ford  before  day¬ 
break;  forded  and  engaged  enemy;  battle  of  Winchester;  camped 
beyond  on  Valley  pike. 

September  20. — Marched  to  Strasburg;  camped  on  road  to  Capon 
Springs. 

September  21. — Marched  to  Front  Royal  and  camped  on  Shenandoah. 

September  22. — Marched  to  Milford  in  support  of  Third  Division;  no 
attack  on  enemy’s  position  ordered;  fell  back  to  McCoy’s  Ford  and 
camped;  Captain  Emmons,  assistant  adjutant- general,  wounded. 

September  23. — Marched  to  Cedarville,  dispersing  en  route  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Mosby,  under  Captain  Mountjoy,  from  Cedarville;  returned  to 
Milford,  finding  position  evacuated  by  enemy. 

September  24. — Marched  to  Luray,  participating  in  engagement  with 
Wickham;  captured  battle-flags,  prisoners,  &c.;  camped  west  of  Shen¬ 
andoah. 

September  25. — Crossed  ridge  to  Kew  Market;  marched  to  Harrison¬ 
burg  and  camped. 

September  26. — Brigade  temporarily  detached,  acting  with  Third 
Division;  proceeded  to  Staunton,  capturing  stores,  cattle,  &c.;  camped 
east  of  town. 

September  27. — Destroying  railroad;  marched  to  Waynesborough. 

September  28. — Brigade  on  picket  at  Rockfisli  Gap;  attacked  by 
enemy;  fell  back  through  Staunton,  and  by  a  forced  march  to  Spring 
Hill. 

September  29. — Moved  to  Bridgewater  and  Mount  Crawford,  camping 
on  left  of  infantry,  picketing  to  Cross  Keys  and  Rockland  Mills, 
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September  30, — Eejoined  division 5  camping  and  picketing. 

October  1  to  3. — Encamped  north  of  Alonnt  Crawford,  picketing  on 
turnpike. 

October  3. — Made  a  reconnaissance  on  turnpike. 

October  4. — Remained  in  camp,  picketing,  &c. 

October  5. — Moved  to  Cross  Keys  and  encamped  on  right  of  road  to 
Harrisonburg. 

October  6. — Moved  with  division  to  Harrisonburg  and  down  the  , Val¬ 
ley,  burning  hay,  grain,  stores,  &c. 

October  7. — Moved  on  Ridge  road ;  found  enemy,  who  fell  back  as  we 
advanced ;  encamped  north  of  Edenburg. 

October  8. — Moved  through  Woodstock  and  encamped, 
t  October  9. — Moved  down  the  pike;  found  enemy  in  force;  after  a 
brisk  engagement  pursued  beyond  Edenburg,  capturing  prisoners, 
wagons,  stores,  ammunition,  &c. 

October  10, — Returned  to  within  three  miles  of  Strasburg  and 
encamped. 

October  11, — Moved  through  Strasburg,  across  Cedar  Creek,  and 
encamped  on  left  of  infantry. 

October  12. — Remained  in  camp. 

October  13. — Moved  to  rear  and  encamped  in  rear  of  army  head¬ 
quarters. 

October  14. — Saddled  all  day,  but  did  not  break  camp. . 

October  15. — Moved  with  division  to  Front  Royal  via  Middletown 
and  Cedarville;  encamped  near  Front  Royal. 

October  16. — Returned  to  camp  two  miles  west  of  Middletown. 

October  17. — Remained  in  camp. 

October  18. — Remained  in  camp,  ])icketing,  &c. 

October  19. — Moved  to  the  right  of  infantry  on  reconnaissance;  found 
enemy  in  force;  skirmished  an  hour  and  fell  back,  as  the  whole  army 
had  been  attacked;  formed  skirmish  line,  connecting  with  infantry, 
and  held  position  until  3  p.  m. ;  made  several  brilliant  charges,  one  upon 
a  battery  with  considerable  loss;  Colonel  Lowell  mortally  wounded  at 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 

*  October  20. — Moved  with  division  to  Woodstock;  brigade  advanced 
to  Edenburg,  and  returned  to  camp  near  Fisher’s  Hill,  finding  no  enemy. 

October  21. — Marched  to  MiddletoAvn  and  encamped  on  left  of  in¬ 
fantry. 

October  22  to  26. — Remained  as  above.  On  23d  sent  two  squadrons  on 
picket  near  Fisher’s  Hill. 

October  27. — Sent  two  regiments  on  reconnaissance  to  Woodstock; 
retnrned,..findiug  no  enemy. 

October  28  to  31. — Remained  in  camp,  picketing,  &c. 

November  1. — In  camp  near  Middletown  on  left  of  infantry. 

November  3. — Orders  from  division  headquarters  to  guard  construc¬ 
tion  parties  on  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Winchester  Railroad;  broke  camp 
and  moved  to  Halltown. 

November  5. — Moved  to  Charlestown  and  encamped,  picketing,  guard¬ 
ing  railroad,  &c. ;  performed  same  duty  along  line  of  railroad  to 
Stephenson’s  Depot,  moving  camp  from  time  to  time  to  keep  pace  with 
completion  of  railroad. 

November  23. — At  Stephenson’s  Depot,  guarding  quartermaster’s 
department  and  picketing  camp. 

November  27. — The  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  joined  the  brigade  per  Special 
Orders,  Ko.  96,  headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division,  Novem¬ 
ber  27,  1864. 
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Xovemher  29. — Pursuant  to  orders  from  Cavalry  Corps  headquarters, 
moved  at  3  a.  m.,  witli  no  wheel  transportation,  via  Berryville,  across 
Shenandoah  River;  occupied  SnickePs  Gap  and  Snickersville  at  noon; 
marched  to  Bloomheld,  and  thence  via  Union  and  Pliilomont  back  to 
Snickersville,  reporting  to  General  Merritt,  division  commander,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

November  30. — The  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  and  Second  U.  S. 
Cavalry  on  an  expedition  through  northwestern  Loudoun  County ;  First 
U.  S.  Cavalry  on  picket  and  cattle  guard;  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  on 
picket  in  the  Gap,  and  on  expedition  along  the  west  side  of  Blue  Ridge. 
Brigade  headquarters  at  Sqickersvihe,  near  the  division  headquarters. 
The  duty  of  the  brigade  has  been  light  but  tedious,  and  no  events  of 
importance  have  occurred  during  the  month. 

December  1. — Crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  at  Snicker’s  Gap,  driving 
cattle  collected  in  Loudoun  County,  &c.,  and  encamped  after  getting 
stock  across  the  Shenandoah. 

December  2. — Joined  by  the  Second  U.  S.  and  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry;  moved  with  the  division  as  rear  guard  to  near  Stone  Chapel 
and  encami)ed. 

December  3. — Arrived  at  division  camp  and  ordered  into  camp  near 
Kernstown. 

December  13. — Brigadier-General  Gibbs  assumed  command  of  brigade, 
relieving  Colonel  Crowninshield. 

December  19.  —Moved  at  daylight  with  the  First  and  Third  Divisions, 
with  four  days’  rations  and  forage,  i)ursuant  to  orders,  to  two  miles  be¬ 
yond  Front  Royal,  encamping  in  Chester  Gap. 

December  20. — Moved  at  (>  a.  m.,  passing  through  Flint  Hill,  Gaines’ 
Cross-Roads,  Little  Washington,  Sj)erryville,  and  encamped  two  miles 
from  Woodville. 

December  21. — Moved  at  6  a.  m.  in  advance.  When  within  six  miles 
of  Madison  Court-House  countermarched  and  followed  the  division 
through  Craigsville;  crossed  Hughes’  River  and  encamped  in  rear  of 
the  First  Brigade  at  Madison  Court-House. 

December  22. — Moved  at  11  a.  in..  Second  Division  in  advance ;  found 
the  enemy  at  Rapidan  River.  Passed  through  Jack’s  Shop  (First  and 
Second  Brigades  moved  up  the  river,  crossing  at  Brock’s  Ford;  Reserve 
brigade  left  with  train)  and  encamped. 

December  23. — First  and  Second  Divisions,  crossing  the  river,  found 
enemy  in  force  near  Gordonsville  and  returned.  Reserve  brigade  left 
guarding  train.  Moved  back  through  Madison  Court-House,  crossing 
Robertson’s  River  at  Russell’s  Ford. 

December  24. — Moved  at  9  a.  m.,  xiassing  through  James  City,  and 
encamped  five  miles  from  Culpeiier  Court-House. 

December  25. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.,  xiassing  through  Jefferson,  Fauquier 
Sulphur  Springs,  encamxiing  three  miles  from  there.  Foraging  parties 
sent  out,  one  of  which  caxitured  and  destroyed  150,000  Sharps  carbine 
cartridges,  1,000,000  caps,  200  muskets,  90  blankets,  and  4  pidsoners 
captured.  “A  merry  Christmas.” 

December  26. — Moved  through  Warren  ton,  New  Baltimore,  George¬ 
town,  and  White  Plains ;  two  prisoners  captured.  The  Second  Division 
marched  to  the  left  at  Warren  ton. 

December  27. — Moved  out  as  rear  guard,  passing  through  Middle- 
burg,  Canton,  Rector’s  Cross-Roads,  Upperville,  Paris,  and  Ashby’s 
Gap,  on  Millwood  and  Winchester  turnx^ike.  Forded  the  Shenandoali, 
crossing  the  dismounted  men,  stock,  &c.,  and  encamx)ed  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  river. 

7  R  R-^VOL  XLIII,  FT  I 
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Decemher  ^8.— Marched  at  daylight,  passing  through  Millwood  and 
crossing  Opequon  Creek.  Arrived  in  old  camp  at  1  p.  m. 

Decemher  31. — General  Gibbs  assumed  temporary  command  of  the 
First  Division  in  the  absence  of  General  Merritt,  Major  McKendry, 
Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

The  weather  during  the  expedition  was  exceedingly  cold,  snowy,  and 
rainy,  rendering  the  roads  in  such  an  impassable  and  slippery  condi¬ 
tion  as  to  cause  many  horses  to  be  worn  out  and  consequently  aband¬ 
oned.  Some  thirteen  enlisted  men  were  captured  and  shot  by  guer¬ 
rillas.  Brigade  re-enforced  by  the  First  Ehode  Island  Cavalry  j 
reduced  by  the  detail  of  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  at  Cavalry  Corps 
headquarters. 


Third  Division. 


August  1  to  4. — Encamped  near  Jerusalem  plank,  the  command  pick¬ 
eting  the  left  of  the  army  before  Petersburg. 

August  5. — Broke  camp  and  marched  to  City  Point;  began  to  embark 
the  command  to  Giesborough  Point. 

August  12. — The  entire  division  being  together  again,  received  orders 
to  march  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  via  Leesburg,  through  Snicker’s 
Gap;  arrived  at  Winchester  August  17,  in  time  to  cover  the  rear  of  the 
army,  falling  back  toward  Berry ville;  were  attacked  at  Winchester 
by  the  enemy’s  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery;  hotly  engaged  until  9 
p.  m.,  when  the  division  fell  back  through  Winchester  ;  marched  to 
Summit  Point;  remained  there  until  August  21,  picketing  the  Ope¬ 
quon. 

August  21. — The  enemy  attacked  in  force;  retired  through  Charles¬ 
town,  taking  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army  near  that  place. 

August  22. — Fell  back  to  near  Halltown,  Ya.,  taking  position  again 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  picketing  to  our  front  and  right. 

August  25. — Joined  in  a  reconnaissance  with  the  First  Division  to 
Kearneys ville;  met  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  coming  up  the  pike  on  a 
reconnaissance  toward  Sliepherdstown,  consisting  of  Breckinridge’s 
division  of  infantry  and  some  cavalry;  a  severe  engagement  ensued, 
in  which  tlie  enemy  was  driven  about  half  a  mile,  but  he  rallied, 
developed  his  force,  and  we  fell  back  leisurely  and  in  good  order  to  our 
former  position. 

August  26. — Broke  cami)  at  1  a.  m.,  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper’s 
Ferry,  marched  through  Pleasant  Valley  to  Boonsborough  Mountain, 
picketing  the  river  at  Antietam  Ford  and  near  Sharpsburg. 

August  28. — Kecrossed  the  river  at  Shepherdstown  and  marched  to 
Charlestown,  Va. 

September  2. — Moved  into  Berryville  and  went  into  camp,  picketing 
to  the  front  and  left;  daily  reconnaissances  sent  out  either  toward  Mill- 
wood  and  White  Post  or  to  the  Opequon  on  the  Berryville  and  Win¬ 
chester  x)ike. 

September  13. — Sent  four  regiments,  under  Brigadier- General  McIn¬ 
tosh,  of  the  First  Brigade,  on  an  exi^edition  toward  Winchester  across 
the  Opequon;  by  a  gallant  charge  of  the  Third^few  Jersey  and  Second 
Ohio  Cavalry  the  capture  of  the  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry  Eegi- 
ment,  with  their  battle-flag,  Avas  handsomely  eflected ;  the  regiment  con¬ 
sisted  of  14  commissioned  officers  (among  them  the  colonel)  and  92 
enlisted  men;  besides  tiiis  2  commissioned  officers  and  35  enlisted 
men  belonging  to  several  Virginia  cavalry  regiments  were  taken. 
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September  19. — The  division  broke  cninp  at  2  a.  m.,  taking  the  advance 
of  the  army  toward  Winchester  on  Berry ville  pike;  drove  in  their 
pickets  at  the  Opeqnon,  and  moving  McIntosh’s  brigade  in  advance  np 
the  pike  at  a  trot,  scattering  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  incket  before  us 
and  making  some  prisoners,  struck  their  outer  line  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  Winchester,  defended  on  the  pike  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  in  a 
commanding  position  in  the  woods  and  in  breast- works.  General  McIn¬ 
tosh,  seeing  that  the  heavy  lire  of  musketry  for  a  moment  checked  our 
advance,  took  the  lead  himself,  and  charging  with  the  six  regiments  ot 
his  brigade  repeatedly  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy’s  muskets  finally 
succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of  Batteries  B  and  L,  Lieutenant  Peirce, 
Second  IT.  S.  Artillery,  in  wresting  this  important  position  from  the 
enemy,  who  fled  in  confusion,  leaving  many  dead  and  wounded  and 
losing  some  70  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  heavy  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy  now  opened  with  several  batteries  from  his  inner  line  of 
battle,  but  the  division  held  the  position  and  was  relieved  at  6  a.  m. 
by  the  infantry,  when  the  command  moved  to  the  extreme  left  of 
the  army  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  Strasburg  pike,  whence  fre¬ 
quent  demonstrations  were  made  against  the  enemy’s  right.  After  our 
troops  had  entered  Winchester  we  pursued  the  retreating  masses  of 
the  enemy,  but  night  setting  in  halted  at  Kernstown  and  bivouacked. 

September  20. — Took  up  the  march  to  near  Front  Royal. 

September  21. — Crossed  the  two  forks  of  the  Shenandoah,  driving  the 
enemy. 

September  22. — Found  him  strongly  intrenched  at  Milford;  several 
attempts  to  dislodge  him  failed;  withdrew  at  night;  bivouacked  at 
Bentonville. 

September  23. — Marched  to  Buckton  and  back  to  near  Milford. 

September  21. — Marched  through  Luray  to  near  Massanutten  Gap 
and  bivouacked. 

September  25. — Crossed  mountain ;  halted  at  Rew  Market;  5  p.  m. 
marched  to  Harrisonburg  and  bivouacked. 

September  26. — Marched  to  Staunton  and  bivouacked;  captured  a 
number  of  wounded  and  convalescent  prisoners,  large  quantity  of  rebel 
hard  bread,  flour,  and  many  wall  tents,  tobacco,  saddles  and  bridles, 
&c. ;  destroyed  what  we  did  not  want. 

September  27. — Moved  to  Waynesborough  and  bivouacked. 

September  28. — In  camp;  destroyed  the  railroad  for  several  miles  and 
the  bridge  at  Waynesborough. 

September  29. — At  5  p.  m.  the  enemy,  with  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infan¬ 
try,  advanced,  attacking  and  driving  our  pickets  through  the  town; 
skirmished  till  after  dark;  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of 
pike  in  our  rear,  compelling  part  of  the  command  to  inove  through  the 
country;  x>art  of  it  charged  through  on  the  pike  under  a  spirited  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  dismounted  men ;  marched  all  night  through  Staunton 
to  Springfield;  bivouacked  several  hours. 

September  30. — Reached  Bridgewater,  and  went  into  camp,  picketing 
from  Mount  Crawford  to  the  right  of  Bridgewater. 

October  1. — In  camp  at  Bridgewater. 

October  2. — The  enemy  made  a  brisk  attack  along  the  picket-line; 
was  repulsed  by  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry  and  the  line  re-estab¬ 
lished. 

October  3  to  5. — In  camp.  Pursuant  to  orders  the  Fifth  New  York 
Cavalry  was  detailed  to  burn  houses  in  vicinity  of  camp  in  retaliation 
for  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Meigs. 
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October  6. — Broke  camp,  marclied  back  near  Fisber’s  Hill  and  biv¬ 
ouacked,  The  enemy,  after  following  us  up  all  day,  made  an  attack  on 
the  picket-line  in  the  evening. 

October?. — Marched  toward  Ooliimbia  Furnace  on  the  Back  road; 
were  attacked  by  the  enemy cavalry  at  5  a.  m.;  after  a  short  fight 
resumed  the  march;  bivouacked  at  Columbia  Furnace. 

October  8. — Marched  to  Fisher’s  Hill ;  went  into  camp. 

October  9. — The  wliole  division  moved  out  at  6  a.  m.  and  attacked  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  under  Bosser,  who  had  followed  up  and  taken  up  a  strong 
and  commanding  position.  After  heavy  fighting  succeeded  in  turning 
his  left  flank,  obtaining  a  complete  victory,  capturing  all  his  artillery 
(six  pieces  in  all),  his  ambulance,  ammunition,  and  headquarters  train, 
and  a  large  number  of  i^risoners. 

October  10. — In  camp  near  Mount  Olive. 

October  11. — Moved  back  to  Cedar  Creek  and  encamped. 

October  12. — In  camp. 

October  13. — Pickets  driven  in  by  the  enemy;  moved  out  with  the 
command  and  drove  them  back  and  re-established  our  line. 

October  14  to  18. — In  camp. 

October  17.— General  Rosser  attempted  to  surprise  the  camp  of  the 
division,  but  failed ;  however,  succeeded  in  capturing  a  party  of  33  men 
and  3  officers  of  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry  on  picket  by  surprise. 

October  If). — Alarm  at  4  a.  m.;  heavy  picket-firing;  saddled  up  at 
once;  enemy  attacked  the  whole  army  in  force.  The  division  Avas 
formed  on  the  right  of  the  army ;  afterward  transferred  to  the  extreme 
left  to  prevent  an  attempted  flank  movement  of  the  enemy;  again 
shifted  to  the  right,  engaged  Rosser’s  division,  and  drove  it  in  confu¬ 
sion  across  Cedar  Creek;  charged  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  pursued 
them  beyond  Strasburg,  capturing  45  pieces  of  artillery,  ambulances, 
wagons,  5  battle-flags,  &c. 

October  20. — In  camp.  Sent  one  regiment  on  a  reconnaissance  to 
Mount  Olive. 

October  21. — Moved  camp  one  mile  toward  the  pike. 

October  23  to  29. — In  camp.  On  the  29th  sent  two  regiments  on  a 
reconnaissance  to  Woodstock.  Ko  enemy  in  view. 

October  30  and  31. — In  canq). 

November  1  to  9. — In  camp  near  Middletown. 

November  10. — Moved  back  six  miles  and  went  into  camp,  picketing 
from  near  the  Valley  pike,  at  Newtown,  to  Fawcett’s  Gap. 

November  11. — Enemy’s  cavalry  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  Second 
Brigade  on  the  Middle  road;  after  some  skirmishing  until  dark  re¬ 
established  the  line. 

November  12. — Enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  in  force  the  pickets  of 
both  brigades,  driving  them  in.  Moved  Avith  entire  division  toward 
Cedar  Creek,  on  the  Middle  road  and  the  Back  road,  driving  the  enemy 
with  ease  on  the  Back  road  across  the  creek ;  but  on  the  Middle  road 
the  enemy,  being  in  superior  numbers  over  the  Second  Brigade,  checked 
the  farther  advance  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  only  after  a  very  severe 
and  obstinate  engagement,  the  enemy,  seeing  himself  threatened  in  his 
rear  by  the  First  Brigade,  began  falhug  back. 

November  13. — The  entire  division  moved  to  beyond  Middletown  on  a 
reconnaissance,  discovering  the  enemy  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 

November  21. — The  division  moA^ed  at  7  a.  m. ;  were  joined  at  New¬ 
town  by  the  Second  Cavalry  DiAusion,  the  whole  under  command  of 
Brevet  Majar-G^neral  TorbeH;  maitihed  as  far  as  Woodstock  and 
bivouac4ped. 
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November  22. — Moved  to  beyond  Mount  Jackson,  Second  Division 
in  advance;  found  tlie  enemy’s  infantry  and  some  cavalry  drawn  up  at 
Rude’s  Hill,  witli  artillery  in  position.  The  enemy  developing  his  force, 
began  to  fall  back,  the  First  Brigade  covering  the  rear  and  repulsing 
with  ease  the  repeated  charges  or  attacks  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry; 
bivouacked  at  Woodstock. 

November  23. — Marched  back  to  camp. 

November  28. — At  11  p.  m.  marched  with  division  toward  Moorefield; 
bivouacked  eleven  miles  this  side  of  Moorefield. 

November  29. — Entered  Moorefield;  sent  300  men  from  there  toward 
Petersburg  to  gather  information  about  Rosser’s  whereabouts ;  took  up 
the  return  march  at  4  p.  m.;  bivouacked  at  8  p.  m.  in  the  mountains. 

November  30. — Moved  to  N^orth  River  and  Oacapon  bridge,  bivouack¬ 
ing  at  8  p.  m. 

December  1. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  from  within  nine  miles  of  Moore¬ 
field;  bivouacked  at  Oacapon  bridge. 

December  2. — Marched  through  Lockhart’s  and  Petticoat  Gap. 
Reached  camp  at  Ip.  m. 

December  3  to  18. — In’ camp. 

December  19. — Started  on  an  expedition  ui)  the  Valley  pike;  biv¬ 
ouacked  at  Woodstock. 

December  20. — Marched  through  New  Market  to  Lacey’s  Springs  and 
bivouacked. 

December  21. — The  enemy’s  cavalry  at  early  dawn  attacked  with 
spirit  the  camps  at  different  points,  but  were  repulsed,  although  a  por¬ 
tion  of  them,  dressed  in  TJ.  S.  uniform,  had  succeeded  in  penetrating 
through  the  camp  of  the  Eighth  and  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  hour  and  a  severe  snow-storm  escaped 
capture.  Moved  back  to  Woodstock  and  bivouacked. 

December  22. — Marched  back  to  near  Kernstown  and  went  into  camp 
until  December  28,  when  we  moved  back  several  miles,  going  into 
winter  quarters  near  the  Romney  pike. 

First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

August  4. — Command  relieved  from  picket  on  left  of  army  near  Jeru¬ 
salem  plank  road. 

August  5. — Marched  to  City  Point  and  began  embarking. 

Augnst  9. — Whole  brigade  had  arrived  at  Giesborough  Point,  D.  C. 

August  12. — Broke  camp  and  marched  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  via 
Leesburg  and  Snicker’s  Gap. 

August  17. — Reached  Winchester  and  covered  the  rear  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  then  falling  back  toward  Berryville;  had  a  hot  fight,  at  the 
close  of  which  we  fell  back  to  Summit  Point,  where  the  enemy  attacked 
ns  on  August  21,  and  we  fell  back  to  Charlestown. 

August  22. — Were  again  attacked,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish  fell  back 
on  our  infantry  at  Halltowu  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  extreme 
right. 

August  25. — Made  a  reconnaissance  to  Kearneysville  in  connection 
with  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division,  and  were  also  joined 
by  the  First  Cavalry  Division  at  that  point.  Met  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  immediately  on  crossing  tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  which 
consisted  of  Breckinridge’s  corps  and  some  cavalry;  a  severe  engage¬ 
ment  ensued,  at  the  close  of  which  the  enemy  developed  his  force, 
compelling  a  retreat,  which  we  accomplished  in  good  order  and  very 
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leisurely.  On  the  following  night  (25-26)  crossed  into  Maryland,  march¬ 
ing  to  Boonsborough  on  the  26th,  and  leaving  regiments  to  picket  the 
fords  at  Antietam  and  Sharpsburg. 

Aug^ist  28. — Kecrossed  the  Potomac  at  Shepherdstown ;  marched  to 
Charlestown  and  bivouacked. 

September  2. — The  brigade  moved  from  Charlestown,  Va.,  to  Berry- 
ville,  and  divided  its,  time  from  that  date  to  the  19th  between  picket 
duty  and  occasional  scouts. 

September  13. — A  reconnaissance  was  made  across  the  Opequon 
Creek  toward  Winchester  over  the  Berry ville  pike,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  the  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  consisting  of  14 
commissioned  officers  (among  them  the  colonel)  and  92  enlisted  menj 
also  the  battle-flag  of  the  regiment.  Besides  this  2  commissioned  officers 
and  35  enlisted  men  belonging  to  several  regiments  of  Virginia  cavalry 
were  taken.  The  Second  Ohio  and  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry  deserve 
the  greatest  credit  for  the  affair. 

September  19. — At  2  a.  m.  the  brigade  left  camp  at  Berryville,  and 
meeting  the  enemy  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  drove  him  some 
miles,  when  they  were  re-enforced  and  succeeded  in  checking  our 
farther  advance.  We  held  them,  however,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
infantry,  when  we  were  assigned  a  position  on  the  left  flank,  from 
which  we  took  an  active  part  in  the  engagement  throughout  the  day, 
and  after  the  occupation  of  Winchester  in  the  evening  charged  the 
retreating  columns  of  the  enemy  and  followed  them  to  the  vicinity  of 
Kernstown. 

September  21. — Met  the  enemy  near  Front  Eoyal  and  drove  him  to 
Milford,  where  thej^  were  strongly  intrenched,  and  held  us  during  the 
next  day  and  night. 

September  23. — Advanced  again  on  this  day,  reaching  New  Market 
on  the  25th  and  Staunton  on  the  27th. 

September  28. — The  enemy  attacked  us  at  Waynesborough  and  com¬ 
pelled  us  to  fall  back  beyond  Staunton  to  Middle  Eiver.  Moved  to 
Bridgewater,  on  the  North  Eiver,  and  went  into  camp  on  the  3()th 
instant. 

[October.] — Went  into  camp  at  Bridgewater  September  30 j  remained 
until  October  2,  when  we  changed  camp.  Just  after  going  into  our 
new  camp  the  Third  New  Jersey,  then  on  picket,  was  attacked  and 
driven  across  the  river  and  through  town  in  great  confusion.  The 
Second  New  York  charged  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back  across  the 
rAer,  recapturing  nearly  all  the  prisoners  taken  and  inflicting  a  severe 
loss  on  the  enemy.  They  used  artillery  quite  freely. 

October  4. — The  Fifth  New  York  was  detailed  to  burn  property  in 
retaliation  for  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Meigs. 

October  5. — Staid  in  camp  all  day. 

October  6. — Marched  from  Dayton  on  the  Back  road,  burning  barns 
and  collecting  all  the  cattle  found,  the  enemy  following  at  a  respectful 
distance  until  we  were  going  into  camp,  when  they  attacked  the  Fifth 
New  York  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  near  Brock’s  Gap,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  cutting  off  about  seventy-flve  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry,  but  afterward  came  in. 

October  7. — Lieutenant- Colon  el  Purington  was  relieved  by  Colonel 
Pennington.  The  Second  Brigade,  in  the  rear,  was  attacked  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back,  losing  all  tlie  cattle  and  some  of  the  forges  of  the 
brigade.  Part  of  the  brigade  Arere  deployed,  checking  the  enemy. 

October  8. — The  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  as  rear  guard,  was 
attacked  and  compelled  to  fall  back  on  the  brigade,  losing  some  killed 
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and  a  few  wounded.  The  enemy  halted  and  did  not  attack.  The  bri¬ 
gade  withdrew  in  line  of  battle  for  a  mile ;  the  enemy  did  not  follow ; 
encamped  near  Fisher’s  Hill. 

October  9. — Attacked  the  enemy  in  a  well-posted  position  beyond 
Tom’s  Brook,  on  a  hill,  commanding  the  road  with  their  artillery.  After 
considerable  skirmishing  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  up  the  hill, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  six  guns  and  the  whole  train  of  General 
liosser.  Brigade  encamped  on  the  field. 

October  11. — Marched  to  Cedar  Creek. 

October  13. — Pickets  driven  in  at  Cupp’s  Hill;  brigade  was  ordered 
out  to  reform  the  line;  -considerable  artillery  firing. 

October  17. — General  Kosser  attacked  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 
on  x>icket,  and  captured  Major  Marcy,  Captain  Parmelee,  Lieutenant 
Havens,  and  33  enlisted  men. 

October  19. — The  enemy  attacked  in  force;  formed  in  line  near  the 
pike,  to  allow  the  infantry  to  form.  Brigade  charged  and  took  22 
pieces  of  artillery. 

October  20. — Went  on  a  reconnaissance  beyond  Fisher’s  Hill. 

October  21  to  31. — Doing  picket  and  occasional  scouts. 

November  1  to  8. — In  camp  near  Middletown,  Ya. 

November  8. — Marched  to  a  point  between  Newtown  and  Winchester, 
on  Winchester  pike,  north  of  the  Opequon,  and  encamped,  ready  to 
re-enforce  either  point. 

November  9. — Marched  to  Mount  Zion  Church  and  picketed  from 
Fawcett’s  Gap  to  Middle  road. 

November  10  and  11. — In  camp  near  Kernstown,  Ya. 

November  12. — The  Second  Ohio  on  picket;  First  Connecticut  sent 
on  a  scout  to  Cedar  Creek;  both  regiments  were  attacked;  brigade 
moved  out  and  engaged  the  enemy,  driving  them  to  Lebanon  Church. 

Novembet^  13. — In  camp  near  Kernstown.  The  brigade,  with  the 
division,  moved  out  on  a  reconnaissance;  returned  at  4  p.  m. 

November  14  to  20. — In  camp  near  Kernstown,  Ya.,  doing  picket  and 
occasional  scout. 

November  21. — Brigade  moved  out  at  7  a.  m. 

November  22. — Engaged  the  enemy  at  Mount  Jackson. 

November  23. — Eeturned  to  old  camj),  near  Kernstown,  Ya. 

November  23  to  28. — In  camp  doing  picket  and  occasional  scouts. 

November  28. — At  8  p.  m.  received  orders  to  move  at  once.  Moved 
out  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  march  and  reached  Wardensville  at  11  a.  ni.  on 
the  29th;  halted  three-quarters  of  an  hour;  encami^ed  eleven  miles 
from  Moorefield. 

November  30. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.  and  readied  Moorefield  at  9  a.  m.,  and 
halted  until  3  p.  m.,  sending  the  Second  New  York  on  a  scout  toward 
Petersburg ;  marched  at  3  p.  m.,  and  encamped  at  9  p.  m.  at  Pine  Church. 

December  1. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  Cacapon  bridge  at  9 
a.  111.  and  encamped. 

Bece^nber  2. — Moved  at  7  a.  m.  by  way  of  Lockhart’s  and  Petticoat 
Gap  and  reached  camp  at  1 1).  m. 

December  3  to  18. — In  camp  near  Kernstown,  doing  picket  and 
occasional  scouts. 

December  19. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  and  reached  Woodstock  at  G  p.  m., 
and  encamped. 

December  20. — Marched  at  G  a.  m.  and  reached  Lacey’s  Springs  at  G 

p.  111. 

December  21. — The  enemy’s  cavalry  attempted  to  surjirise  our  camj) 
about  5  a.  m.  and  were  repulsed.  At  7  a.  ni.  marched,  reaching  Wood- 
stock  at  5  p.  m.,  and  encamped. 
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December  22. — Moved  at  6  oVdock,  reaching  camp  near  Kernstown  at 
3  p.  m. 

December  23  to  28. — In  camp  doing  picket  duty. 

December  28. — Moved  camp  two  miles  and  a  quarter  from  Win¬ 
chester. 

December  29  to  31. — In  camp,  building  winter  quarters,  and  doing 
picket  duty. 


Second  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

August  1. — Marched  to  near  Lee’s  Mill  and  relieved  General  Kautz’s 
di^dsion  on  picket  at  that  point,  and  continued  on  this  duty  until  10 
o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  when  the  brigade  marched  to  near  B. 
Wells’  house,  on  Norfolk  railroad,  and  bivouacked. 

Atigust  5. — Marched  soon  after  daylight,  and  proceeded  to  near  City 
Point  and  encamped. 

August  6  and  7. — In  camp,  without  events  of  importance. 

August  8. — Embarked  the  brigade  on  board  steam  transports  at  City 
Point,  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Washington. 

August  9  and  10. — The  troops  arrived  and  disembarked  at  Gies- 
borough ;  went  into  camp  near  by. 

Aiigust  11: — In  camp;  engaged  in  getting  ready  to  march.  - 

August  12. — Moved  at  dark  (with  division)  across  the  Eastern  Branch 
and  the  Potomac  at  Chain'  Bridge,  and  encamped  a  short  distance  out¬ 
side  the  fortifications. 

August  13. — Marched  at  6  j).  m.  with  division  to  Dranesville  and 
bivouacked. 

August  14. — Eemained  at  Dranesville. 

ilugust  15. — Marched  at  4.30  a.  m.  through  Leesburg  to  Purcellville, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

August  16. — Marelied  at  4.30  on  Snick ersville  turninke;  crossed  the 
Shenandoah  Eiver  at  10  a.  m.,  and  halted  for  several  hours  about  one 
mile  from  the  river.  Eesumed  march,  passing  through  Berryville,  and 
after  a  second  halt,  during  which  rations  were  issued,  proceeded  to 
Winchester  and  Millwood  turnpike,  and  bivouacked. 

August  17. — Shortly  after  daylight  marched  with  division  via  White 
Post  and  Winchester;  took  up  position  on  south  side  of  town,  covering 
the  Front  Eoyal  pike;  at  sundown  withdrew  to  [from?]  south  side  of  the 
town  and  took  up  position  until  the  First  Brigade  passed  through  on  Mar- 
tinsburg  road ;  marched,  taking  Summit  Point  road,  and  bivouacked 
on  east  side  of  Opequon. 

August  18. — At  5  o’clock  the  brigade  marched  to  Summit  Point  and 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  Sent 
Twenty-second  New  York  to  Smithfield  to  picket  approaches. 

August  19  and  20. — In  position  at  Summit  Point.  Eeconnoitering 
parties  develop  the  enemy’s  pickets  on  west  bank  of  Opequon. 

August  21. — Enemy  attacked  Twenty-second  New  York  at  Smith- 
field  at  7  a.  m.,  and  drove  them  back  about  two  miles;  withdrew  the 
regiment  to  Summit  Point;  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  advanced  on 
Winchester  road ;  the  division  fell  slowly  back  to  near  Charlestown,  and 
bivouacked  on  right  of  infantry  lines. 

August  22. — Infantry  having  been  relieved  during  the  night,  the 
enemy  attacked  the  division  soon  after  daylight  and  we  retired,, skir¬ 
mishing  part  of  the  way  to  near  Ilalltown  and  took  position  on  right  of 
the  infantry  lines. 

August  23  and  24. — Eemained  encamped  in  position. 
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August  25. — Keconiiaiissiiuce  to  Kearneysville,  leaving  cami3  at  5.30 
a.  111.;  engagement  between  Kearneysville  and  Leetown  with  enemy^s 
cavalry  and  infantry;  retired  to  iiosition  near  Halltown. 

August  26. — Moved  froin  position  at  1  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Potomac 
Eiver  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  proceeding  through  Pleasant  Yalley 
encamped  early  in  afternoon  near  Boonsborough. 

August  27. — Marched  at  noon  with  division,  passing  through  Sharfis- 
burg,  and  took  position  on  the  Hagerstown  turnpike,  three  miles  from 
Sharpsburg;  encamped. 

August  28. — Moved  at  daylight,  passing  through  Sharpsburg,  and 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  Shepherdstown  Ford  proceeded  to  Charles¬ 
town,  and  encamped  near  the  Berry ville  turnpike. 

August  29. — Without  movement  or  event  of  importance. 

August  30. — Marched  at  meridian  with  division  to  near  Berryville, 
and  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

August  31. — Kemaiued  in  position.  The  First  Vermont  made  recon¬ 
naissance  to  the  Winchester  and  Front  Eoyal  pike,  developing  nothing 
of  moment. 

September  1. — Brigade  in  camp  near  Berryville. 

September  2. — Marched  to  vicinity  of  Charlestown  and  bivouacked. 

September  3. — Marched  at  daylight  to  White  Post,  returning  to  Mill- 
wood  and  bivouacked. 

September  4. — Marched  at  daylight  by  country  roads  to  Berryville; 
3  p.  m.  formed  line  of  battle  on  left  of  infantry. 

Septemher  5.  and  6. — In  camp  without  event. 

September  7. — Eeconnoitered  to  Opequon;  discovered  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  pickets  on  south  bank ;  moved  and  forced  them  back  about  two 
miles  uj)on  their  infantry  lines;  returned  to  canqi  about  Berryville. 

September  8  to  18. — In  camp  without  event. 

September  19. — Brigade  moved  in  rear  of  division  at  2  a.  m.  uj)  Ber¬ 
ryville  and  Winchester  pikes  to  the  Opequon.  At  daylight  First 
Brigade  attacked  enemy’s  pickets  and  drove  them  back;  succeeded  in 
gaining  position  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Opequon;  Second  Brigade 
moved  up  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  right  of  pike.  At  12  m.  division 
moved  to  the  extreme  left  dank  of  army  and  attacked  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry;  drove  him  back  in  confusion;  continued  pursuit  till  dark. 

September  20. — Moved  via  N^ewtown  to  Front  Eoyal,  and  biv¬ 
ouacked. 

September  21. — Attacked  enemy’s  cavalry  at  daylight  in  position  on 
south  bank  of  Shenandoah;  secured  crossing,  and  drove  enemy  back 
to  Cxooney  Manor. 

September  22. — Marched  at  daylight  toward  Milford  on  country  roads, 
enemy  having  retired  during  night;  12  in.  found  him  in  position  near 
Milford.  Twenty-second  New  York  and  First  New  Hampshire  dis¬ 
mounted  and  made  a  vigorous  attack  on  right  flank,  but  could  not 
dislodge  him.  Withdrew  at  dark,  and  retired  by  pike  to  Bentonville, 
and  bivouacked. 

Septemher  23. — Moved  to  Biuikland;  returned  to  Milford. 

September  24. — Marched  through  Milford  to  Luray  Court-House; 
crossed  Shenandoah,  and  bivouacked  near  Massanutten  Mountain. 

September  25. — Crossed  mountain;  halted  at  New  Market;  5  p.  nu 
moved  to  Harrisonburg  and  bivouacked. 

September  ^6‘.— Moved  to  Staunton. 

Septemher  27. — Titoved  to  Waynesborough. 

September  28. — In  camp. 
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8e])temher  29. — Attacked  by  enemy;  5  p.  m.  formed  line  of  battle; 
skirmish  continued  till  after  dark;  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  posses¬ 
sion  of  pike  in  rear  of  this  brigade,  which  was  obliged  to  retire  through 
country  on  right  flank  of  enemy’s  line;  joined  division  at  Fishers ville; 
inarched  during  night  and  day  of  30th. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA.* 

August  1. — Capt.  C.  B.  Hebble’s  mounted  company  100-days’  Penn¬ 
sylvania  volunteers  marched  to  Shimpstown,  Pa.;  a  detachment  of 
Brigadier- General  Averell’s  command  marched  to  Greencastle  and 
Waynesborough  to  picket  roads  leading  to  Potomac  Eiver. 

August  12. — Sent  one  company  100-days’  infantry  and  twelve  men 
from  Captain  Sanno’s  independent  mounted  comx)any  100-days’  Penn¬ 
sylvania  volunteers  from  Chambersburg  to  Scranton,  Pa. ;  "one  com¬ 
pany  100-days’  infantry  from  Fort  Washington  to  Chambersburg. 

August  13. — Sent  Capt.  B.  Lambert’s  independent  mounted  company 
100-days’  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  one  section  of  Captain  Has¬ 
tings’  (Keystone)  battery  from  Harrisburg  to  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

August  15. — Sent  two  companies  One  hundred  and  eighty-sixth. Eeg- 
iment  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  two  companies  100-days’  Penn¬ 
sylvania  volunteers  to  Columbia  County,  Pa. 

August  18. — Brandywine  District  discontinued  in  General  Orders, 
No.  45,  current  series.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna. 

August  19. — Sent  Capt.  E.  M.  Warren’s  indej)endent  mounted  com¬ 
pany  of  100-days’  Pennsylvania  volunteers  from  Harrisburg  to  Bloody 
Eun. 

August  22. — Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna  changed 
from  Harrisburg  to  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

August  26. — Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  placed 
in  command  of  IJ.  S.  troops  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.;  sent  four 
companies  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps  to  Columbia 
County,  Pa. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  f 

[December.] — Department  of  the  Susquehanna  changed  to  Department 
of  Pennsylvania,  with  headquarters  at  Philadelphia,  in  General  Orders, 
Ko.  293,  War  Department,  December  1,  1864. 

Cumberland,  Franklin,  Adams,  and  York  Counties,  Pa.,  annexed  to 
Juniata  District,  with  headquarters  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  General 
Orders,  Ko.  77,  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  dated  December  1, 
1864. 

December  4. — Sent  one  section  of  Battery  A,  First  Kew  York  Artil¬ 
lery,  from  Pittsburg  to  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

December  14. — Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania  changed 
from  Chambersburg  to  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

December  16. — Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  relieved  from 
command  of  the  Juniata  District  and  assigned  to  duty  as  military  com¬ 
mander  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

December  21. — Sent  detachment  of  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Eegi¬ 
ment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  from  Stroudsburg  to  Pottsville,  Pa. 

December  29. — Sent  half  of  Battery  A,  First  New  York  Artillery,  from 
Allegheny  City  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  counties  of  Bucks,  Montgom¬ 
ery,  Delaware,  and  Chester  annexed  to  Philadelphia  District  in  General 
Orders,  No.  86,  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  December  31,  1864; 
headquarters  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Commanded  by  Ma,].  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch, 
t  Commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader. 
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No.  3. 

Organization  of  the  Union  forces^  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  Phili})  H. 
Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  Winchester  {or  the  Opeqnon),  Va., 
September  19. 

HEADQUARTERS  ESCORT. 

6th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Capt.  Ira  W.  Claflin. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

ESCORT. 

1st  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Lieut.  William  H.  Wheeler. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. 
Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton. 

Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 


First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell. 

4th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty. 
10th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Lambert  Boeman. 
15th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  William  T.  Cor¬ 
nish. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton. 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 

Ranald  S.  Mackenzie. 

65th  New  York: 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

Capt.  Henry  C.  Fisk. 

12l8t  New  York,  Capt.  John  D.  P.  Douw. 
95th  Pennsylvania,*  )  Capt.  Francis  J. 
96th  Pennsylvania,*  ^  Randall. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 

Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett. 

37th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  George  L.  Montague. 
49th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Baynton  J.  Hickman. 
82d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett. 

119th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark. 

2d  Rhode  Island  (battalion),  Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 
5th  Wisconsin  (battalion),  Maj.  Charles  W.  Kempf. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 

62d  New  Y^ork,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore 
B.  Hamilton. 

93d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S. 
Long. 

98th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B. 
Kohler. 

102d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  James  H.  Cole¬ 
man. 

139th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Robert Munroe. 


Col.  James  M.  Warner. 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. t 


2d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

6th 

11th 


Vermont,  Maj.  Enoch  E.  Johnson. 

Vermont,  Capt.  Addison  Brown,  jr. 
Vermont,  Capt.  Martin  W.  Davis. 
Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery),  Maj. 
Aldace  F.  Walker. 


Guarding  trains  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
t  Superintended  a  portion  of  the  line. 
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Third  liriyade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell. 

7tli  Maine,  Maj.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher. 

43d  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  A.  Milliken. 

49th  New  York  (battalion),  Dieut.  Col.  Erastus  D.  Holt. 
77th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Winsor  B.  French. 

122d  New  York,  Maj.  Jabez  M.  Brower. 

61st  Pennsylvania  (battalion) ; 

Capt.  Charles  S.  Greene. 

Cax>t.  David  J.  Taylor. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts. 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 


Col.  William  Emerson. 

14th  New  Jersey: 

Maj.  Peter  Vredenburgh,  jr. 
Capt.  Jacob  J.  Janeway. 

106th  New  York,  Caj)t.  Peter  Robertson. 
151st  New  Y"^ork,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M. 
Fay. 

87th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  W.  Schall. 
10th  Vermont: 

Maj.  Edwin  Dillingham. 

Capt.  Lucius  T.  Hunt. 


Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

6th  Maryland : 

Col.  John  W.  Horn. 

Capt.  Clifton  K.  Prentiss. 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj. 
Charles  Burgess. 

noth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Biuklev. 

I  122d  Ohio,  Col.  William  H.  Ball. 

126th  Ohio: 

I  Lieut.  Col.  Aaron  W.  Ebright. 

I  Capt.  George  W.  Hoge. 

I  67th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  John  F. 
i  Young, 

j  138th  Pennsylvania: 
j  Col.  Matthew  R.  McClennau. 

Maj.  Lewis  A.  May. 


artillery  brigade. 


Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

• 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Greeuleaf  T.  Stevens. 
Massachusetts  Light,  1st  Battery  (A),  Caj)!.  William  H.  McCartney. 
New  York  Light,  1st  Battery : 

Lieut.  AVilliam  H.  Johnson. 

Lieut.  Orsamus  R.  Van  Etten. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Jacob  H.  Lamb. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  George  W.  Adams. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 

NINETEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory. 


^  first  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Dw'ight. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  L.  Beal. 

29th  Maine : 

Maj.  William  Knowlton. 

Cai)t.  Alfred  L.  Turner. 

30th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Samuel  D. 

Shipley. 

114th  New  York: 

Col.  Samuel  R.  Per  Lee. 

Maj.  Oscar  H.  Curtis, 
noth  New  York,  Col.  George  M.  Love. 
153d  New  York,  Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 

12th  Connecticut : 

Lieut.  Col.  Frank  H.  Peck. 
Capt.  Sidney  E.  Clark. 
lOOth  New  York,*  Lieut.  Col.  .lohn  B. 
Van  Petten. 

47th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Tilghman  H. 
Good. 

8th  Vermont,  Col.  Stephen  Thomas. 


*  Non-veterans  of  90th  New  York  temporarily  attached. 
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Third  Brigade* 

Col.  Leonard  D.  H.  Currie. 

30th  Maine,!  Capt.  George  W.  Randall. 

133d  New  York,  Maj.  Anthony  J.  Allaire. 

162d  New  York,  CoL  Justus  W.  Blanchard. 

165th  New  York  (sis  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Gonverneur  Carr. 
173d  New  York,  Maj.  George  W.  Rogers. 

Artillery. 

New  York  Light,  .5th  Battery,  Lieut.  John  V.  Grant. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

9th  Connecticut,  Col.  Thomas  W.  Ca¬ 
hill. 

12th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Ilsley. 
14th  Maine,  Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter. 
26th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Alpha  B.  Farr. 
14th  New  Hampshire; 

Col.  Alexander  Gardiner. 

Capt.  Flavel  L.  Tolman. 

75th  New  York : 

Lieut.  Col.  Willoughby  Bab¬ 
cock. 

Maj.  Benjamin  F.  Thurher. 

Second  Brifpade. 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

13th  Connecticut,  Col.  Charles  D.  Blinn. 
11th  Indiana,  Col.  Daniel  Macauley. 

22d  Iowa,  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (dis¬ 
mounted),  Lieut.  Col.  Lorenzo  D. 
Sargent. 

131st  New  York,  Col.  Nicholas  W.  Day. 
159th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
Waltermire. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Jacob  Sharpe. 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neapie. 

38th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Charles  F.  Al¬ 
len. 

128th  New  York,  Capt.  Charles  R.  Ander¬ 
son. 

156th  New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Nealie. 

Capt.  Janies  J.  Hoyt. 

175th  New  York  G^iree  companies),  Capt. 

Charles  McCarthey. 

176th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Lewis. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Shunk. 

8th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  J. 
Kenny. 

18th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  S. 
Charles. 

24th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Q.  Wilds. 
28th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W. 
Wilson. 


Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  1st  Battery  (A),  Capt.  Albert  W.  Bradhuiy. 


reserve  artillery. 

Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 

Indiana  Light,  17th  Battery,  Capt.  Milton  L.  Miner. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Frederick  Cliasc. 


*  Detached  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
t  Non-veterans  of  13th  and  15th  Maine  temporarily  attached. 
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ARMY  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Col.  Joseph  Thoburn. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  D.  Wells. 

34 til  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Harrison  W. 
Pratt. 

.5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  Maj.  Caspar  Urban. 

116th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Wildes. 
123d  Ohio,  Capt.  John  W.  Chamberlin. 


Second  Brigade.  * 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  S.  Northcott. 

1st  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob 
Weddle. 

4th  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Benjamin  D. 
Boswell. 

12th  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Erastus  G. 
Bartlett. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  Thomas  M.  Hakris. 

23d  Illinois  (battalion),  Capt.  Samuel  A.  Simison. 
54th  Pennsylvania: 

Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Linton. 

Maj.  Enoch  D.  Yutzy. 

10th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Henry  H.  Withers. 

11th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Van  H.  Bukey. 

15th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  John  W.  Holliday. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 

23d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Comly. 
36th  Ohio : 

Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  G.Adney. 
5th  West  Virginia  (battalion),  Lieut. 
Col.  William  H.  Enochs. 
*13thWest  Virginia,  Col.  William  R. 
Brown. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  D.  Johnson. 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates. 

34th  Ohio  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  Luther 
Furney. 

91st  Ohio: 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates. 
Maj.  Lemuel  Z.  Cadot. 

9th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Benjamin  M. 
Skinner. 

14th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
W.  Taggart. 


ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gibbs. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  William  Munk. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 

CAVALRY. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

ESCORT. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  William  H.  Turner,  jr. 


'Guarding  trains,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle. 
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Ill 
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FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Geii.  Wesley  Merritt. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

1st  Michigan,  Col.  Peter  Stagg. 

5th  Michigan,  Maj.  Smith  H.  Hastings. 
6th  Michigan,  Col.  James  H.  Kidd. 

7th  Michigan,  Maj.  Melvin  Brewer. 

25th  New  York,  Maj^  Charles  J.  Seymour. 


Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

4th  New  York : 

Maj.  August  Haurand. 

Maj.  Edward  Schwartz. 

6th  New  York,  Maj.  William  E.  Beards¬ 
ley. 

9th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  S. 
Nichols. 

19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons),  Col, 
Alfred  Gibbs. 

17th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Coe  Durland. 


Beserve  Brigade. 


Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  Jr. 


2d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowuinshield. 
6th  Pennsylvania,^  Maj.  Charles  L.  Leiper. 

1st  United  States,  Capt.  Eugene  M.  Baker. 

2d  United  States: 

Cajit.  Theophilus  F.  Rodenbough. 

Capt.  Robert  S.  Smith. 

5th  United  States,  Lieut.  Gustavus  Urban. 


second  division.! 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Schoonmaker 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell. 

Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Henry  Capeiiart. 


8th  Ohio  (detachment),  Col.  Alpheus  S. 
Moore. 

14th  Pennsylvania  : 

Capt.  Ashbell  F.  Duncan. 

Capt.  William  W.  Miles. 

22d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew 
J.  Greenfield. 


1st  New  York,  Maj.  Timothy  Quinn. 

1st  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Harvey  Farabee. 
2d  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J. 
Hoffman . 

3d  West  Virginia,  Maj.  John  S. Witcher. 


Artillery. 


.5th  United  States,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  Gulian  V.  Weir. 
third  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  McIntosh. 
Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Purington. 

1st  Connecticut,  Maj.  George  O.  Marcy. 
3d  New  Jersey,  Maj.  William  P.  Robe¬ 
son,  jr. 

2d  New  York,  Capt.  Walter  C.  Hull. 
5th  New  York,  Maj.  Abram  H.  Krorn. 
2d  Ohio : 

Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Purington. 
Maj.  A.  Bayard  Nettletou. 

18th  Pennsylvania:  , 

Lieut.  Col.  William P.  Brinton. 
Maj.  John  W.  Phillips. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Chapman. 


3d  Indiana  (two  companies),  Lieut. 

Benjamin  F.  Gilbert. 

1st  New  Hampshire  (battalion).  Col. 
.John  L.  Thompson. 

8th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H. 
Benjamin. 

22d  New  York,  Maj.  Caleb  Moore. 

1st  Vermont,  Col.  William  Wells. 


*At  Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
t  From  Department  of  West  Virginia. 
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[Chap.  LV, 


HORSE  ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  La  Rhett  L.  Livingston. 

New  York  Light,  6th  Battery,*  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Martin. 

1st  United  States,  Batteries  Kand  L,  Lieut.  Franck  E.  Taylor. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  Band  L,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Peirce. 

2d  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Edward  B.  Williston. 

2d  LTnited  States,  Battery  M,t  Lieut.  Carle  A.  Woodruff. 

3d  United  States,  Batteries  C,  F,  and  K,t  Cajit.  Dunbar  R.  Ransom. 
4th  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  E, I  Lieut.  Terrence  Reilly 


No.  4. 

Beturn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces^  eommanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
FUilip  H.  Sheridan,)  V.  S.  Army)  at  the  battle  of  ^Yinehester  (or  the 
Opequon),)  Va.)  September  19. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 


Staff. 


SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Weight. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. [ 
Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton.  § 

Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 

First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell. 


4tli  New  Jersey 
10th  New  Jersey. 
15th  New  Jersey , 


Total  Eirst  Brigade . 

Second  Bngade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton. 
Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblen. 


2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

65th  New  York . 

121st  New  York . 


Total  Second  Brigade . 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 
Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett. 


37th  Massachusetts . 

49th  Pennsylvania . 

82d  Pennsylvania . 

119th  Pennsylvania . 

2d  Rhode  Island  (battalion). 
5th  AVisconsin  (battalion) . . . 


Total  Third  Brigade. 
Total  Eirst  Division 


Killed. 


I  t 


WOU.M.  !  Capturedor 


19  1. 

11  i- 


43 


73  !. 


108 

26 

12 


25 


35 


67 


11 


146 


9  !' 


93 


14 


193 


412 


138 

32 

15 


185 


243 


524 


*  At  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
t  At  Pleasant  Yalley,  Md.,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle. 


t  Killed. 

§  Wounded. 
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Reiurn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  cfc. — Continued. 


Command. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  TV.  Getty. 
First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  TT’heaton. 


62d  New  York - 

93d  Pennsylvania . 
98th  Pennsylvania  . 
102d  Pennsylvania 
139th  Pennsylvania  . 


Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  TVarnee. 

Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy.* 


2d  Vermont . 

3d  Vermont . . . 

4th  Vermont . 

.'ith  Vermont . - . - . 

6th  Vermont . 

11th  Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery). 


Total  Second  Brigade . . . 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell. 


7th  Maine . . 

43d  New  York . 

49ih  New  York  (battalion) . . . , 

77th  New  York . 

122d  New  York . 

61st  Pennsylvania  (battalion) . 


Total  Third  Brigade . 

Total  Second  Division . 

THIRD  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jabies  B.  Eicketts. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  TVilliam  Emerson. 


14th  New  Jersey  .. 
106th  New  York.... 
151st  New  York.... 
87th  Pennsylvania. 
10  th  Vermont . 


Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J.TVarren  Keifer. 

6th  Maryland . , . 

9th  New  York  Heaw  Artillery  .... 

noth  Ohio . : . 

122d  Ohio . 

126th  Ohio . 

67th  Pennsylvania . 

138th  Pennsylvania . 


Total  Second  Brigade 
Total  Third  Division. 


Killed. 


20 


TVounded. 


14 


11 


50 


30 


13 


38 


Captured  or 
missing. 


132 


211 


102 


445 


175 


198 


10 


255 


129 


27 
34 

43 
48 
37  I 

28  I 

44 


252 


24 


261 


13 


348 


459  I. 


600 


Superintended  a  portion  of  the  line. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

AA''ounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

t 

j 

Aggregate.  j 

CC 

u 

o 

Q 

o 

i 

CD 

o 

o 

o; 

0 

5e 

0 

i 

AETILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E) . 

6 

0 

Ifew  York  Light,  Ist  Battery . ^ . 

1 

5 

6 

1st  Bhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C . 

4 

i 

4 

1 . 

Total  Artillery  Brigade . 

!  1 

15 

i.  . 

16 

_ 

1 

Total  Sixth  Army  Corps . 

18 

193 

111 

1,331 

46 

1,  699 

NINETEENTH  AKMY  COBPS. 

1 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  L.  Beal, 

29th  Maine . 

1 

23 

24 

1 

4 

17 

22 

114th  New  York . 

1 

20 

8 

156 

185 

116th  New  York . 

9 

39 

48 

153d  New  York . 

10 

4 

55 

69 

Total  First  Brigade . 

2 

43 

13 

290 

348 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  AY.  McMillan. 

,1 

A 

12th  Connecticut . 

3 

7 

3 

57 

1 

71 

160th  New  Y ork* . 

2 

13 

3 

58 

1 

77 

47th  Pennsylvania . 

1 

8 

9 

8th  Vermont . 

9 

28 

37 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

5  j 

30 

6 

151 

2 

194 

Total  First  Division . 

7~ 

73 

19 

441 

2 

542 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover.  ] 

i 

First  Brigade.  1 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

9th  Connecticut . 

1 

1 

12th  Maine . 

2 

12 

6  1 

77 

15 

112 

14th  Maine . 

1 

6 

6  , 

46 

3 

62 

26th  Massachusetts . , . 

38 

11 

69 

2 

19 

139 

14th  New  Hampshire . 

4 

27 

9  1 

79 

19 

138 

75th  New  York . 

17 

4] 

41  , 

1 

10 

73 

Total  First  Brigade . 

7 

100 

36 

313  1 

3 

66 

525 

Second  Brigade. 

j 

i 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

i 

1 

! 

13th  Connecticut . 1 . 

6  I 

39 

2 

30 

77 

11th  Indiana . . 

1 

7 

2 

56 

1 

3 

70 

22d  Iowa . 

2 

9  ; 

3 

60 

31  ; 

105 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavaii'y  (dismounted) . 

2 

17 : 

3 

84 

. '1 

106 

131st  New  York  . 

.9  1 

9 

56 

74 

159th  New  York . 

5 

4  j 

46 

1 

■19 

75 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

5 

53  1 

21  1 

341 

4 

83 

507 

Non-veterans  of  90tli  New  York  temporarily  attached. 
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Command. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Jacob  Sharpe. 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie. 


38th  Massachusetts 

r28th  York . 

156th  New  York - 

176th  New  York . 


Total  Third  Brigade . 

Fourth  Brigade. 
Col.  David  Shunk. 


8th  Indiana 
18th  Indiana 
24th  Iowa  . . . 
28th  Iowa . . . 


Total  Fourth  Brigade . 

Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  1st  Battery  (A) . 

Total  Second  Division . 

RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 


Indiana  Light,  17th  Battery . 

1st  Khode  Island  Light,  Battery  D. 


Total  Keserve  Artillery . 

Total  Nineteenth  Army  Corps . 

ARMY  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

FIRST  division. 

Col.  Joseph  Thoburn. 


Staff 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  D.  Wells. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


14 


44 


208 


3  i 


25  13 


15 


22 


34th  Massachusetts . 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  2d  Battalion. 

116th  Ohio . 

123d  Ohio . 


Total  First  Brigade . . 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 


23d  Illinois  (battalion) 

54th  Pennsylvania . 

10th  West  Virginia  .... 
11th  West  Virginia  . . . . 
15th  West  Virginia  . . . . 


219 


85 


292  i  104 


26 


11 


37| 


63  1  18 


137 


1,  004 


1,450 


189 


Captiu’ed  or 
missing. 


O 


185 


376 


17 


31 


197 


199 


63 

57 

111 

47 


278 


209 


1,527 


2,  074 


102 

43 

34 

48 


227 


238 


467 


Total  Third  Brigade 
Total  First  Division 
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OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 
Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  <fc. — Coutinned. 


Comtnand. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval.* 

Col.  Dutherpord  B.  Hayes. 

Staff . 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

Col.  Hiram  H.  Devol. 

23d  Ohio . 

36th  Ohio . 

5th  West  Virginia  (battalion) . 

13th  West  Virginia . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  D.  Johnson.* 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates. 

34th  Ohio  (battalion) . 

91st  Ohio . 

9th  West  Virginia . . . 

14th  West  Virginia . . 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

Total  Second  Division . 

Total  Army  of  West  Virginia . 

CAVALRY. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt: 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

1st  Michigan . . . 

5th  Michigan . 

6th  Michigan . 

7th  Michigan . 

25th  New  York . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

4th  New  York . 

6th  New  York . 

9th  New  York . 

19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons) . 

17th  Pennsylvania . . 

.Total  SQpond  Brigade . 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


4  !  39 

1  i  32 

1  1  21 

2  !  21 


12 


113 


9  1  !  36 

11  !  51  90 

2  1 .  16 

1  !  1  '  18 


23 


6 


35 


16 


16 


34 


160 


273 


649 


42 


13 


135 


47 

106 

18 

20 


327 


794 


113 


*  AVounded. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  Continued. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Capt  ured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate.  •  j 

Command. 

s 

o 

§ 

CO 

U 

c? 

o 

SS 

o 

a 

0) 

i  tc 

I  S 

1  ^ 

1  ^ 

d 

© 

Reserve  Brigade. 

Col.  CHARLE.S  R.  Lowell,  Jr. 

Staff  .  . . 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

1  1 

5 

20 

4 

1 

13 

6 

24 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1  1 

7 

j  29 

1 

4 

3 

9 

1 . 

12 

29 

2 

12 

10 

47 

!  2 

30 

103 

1 

6 

33 

23 

170 

!  4 

52 

! _ 

SECOND  DIVISION.* 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell. 

1 

•  First  Brigade. 

1 

Col.  James  M.  Schoonmaker. 

. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

11 

1 

14 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 . 

Total  First  Brigade . i 

3 

2 

12 

1  2 

19 

1 . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  Capehapt. 

1st  New  York . . . 

1 

4 

4 

1st  West  Virginia . 

1 

1 

1 

1 . 

1 

4 

2d  West  Virginia . 

1  1 

3' 

4 

3d  West  Virginia . 

!  1 

2 

i  '1 

4 

1 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

1 

3 

10 

1  2  ! 

16 

i  ! 

Total  Second  Division . 

1 

6 

2 

4 

35 

!  ! 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson. 

i 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  McIntosh.! 

Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Purington. 

' 

Staff . 

1 

1 

1st  Connecticut . 

. 1 

1 

2 

3 

3d  New.Tersey . 

4 

0 

11 

21 

2d  New  York . 1 

2 

5 

7 

5tli  New  York . i 

2 

1 

12 

13 

1 

i 

17 

2d  Ohio . 

1 

1 

18 

18th  Pennsylvania .  I 

7 

12 

1 

20 

. 1 

Total  First  Brigade . 

17 

3 

50 

2 

15 

87 

Seco7id  Brigade. 

1 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Chapman. 

•  ! 

Staff . 

1 

1 

3d  Tndiaufl,  (2  coiTipnnifts) .  -  . 

1 

i 

2 

3 

8th  New  York  . . 

1 

2 

4 

1 

6 

22d  New  York . 

. 1 

2 

5 

j 

7 

1st  Vermont . 

1 

8 

i 

9 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

5 

1 

18 

. 1 

2  j 

26 

. 

1 

Total  Third  Division . 

. 1 

22 

4 

68 

2  i 

17  1 

113 

*From  Department  of  West  Virginia.  t  Wounded. 
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[Chap.  LV. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

HORSE  ARTILLEET. 

Capt.  La  Ehett  L.  Livingston. 

1at  TTnitod  Statpa  Unttftrips  N  arifl  T.  . 

5 

10 

5 

10 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L . 

Total  Horse  Artillery . ^ . 

15 

15 

Total  Cavalry . 

7 

61 

29 

275 

6 

73 

451 

KECAPITULATION. 


Sixth  Army  Corps . 

hlineteentl)  Army  Corps 
Army  of  West  Virginia, 
Cavalry . . . . 


Grand  total 


18 

193 

111 

1, 

331 

46 

1,699 

22 

292 

104 

1, 

450 

7 

199 

2,  074 

6 

98 

34 

649 

7 

794 

7 

61 

29 

275 

6 

73 

451 

53 

644 

278 

3, 

705 

13 

325 

5,018 

OFFICERS  KILLED  OR  MORTALLY  WOUNDED. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Maj.  James  Q.  Rice,  2d  Heavy  Artillery. 

Capt.  Frederick  M.  Berry,  2d  Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

Lieut.  Franklin  J.  Candee,  2d  Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

Lieut.  James  P.  McCabe,  2d  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Lieut.  Horace  Hubbard,  2d  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 


Lieut.  William  H.  Cogswell,  2d  Heavy 
Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  Frank  H.  Peck,  12tb  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  S.  Bulkley,  12tb  Infantry. 
Lieut.  George  W.  Steadman,  12tli  Infan¬ 
try. 


INDIANA. 

Lieut.  William  S.  Mullen,  11th  Infantry.  |  Capt.  Silas  A.  Wadsworth,  18th  Infantry. 


IOWA. 


Capt.  David  J.  Davis,  22d  Infantry. 
Capt.  Benjamin  D.  Parks,  22d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  James  A.  Boarts,  22d  Infantry. 
Capt.  Joseph  R.  Gould,  24th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Sylvester  S.  Dillman,  24th  Infan¬ 
try. 

Capt,  John  E.  Palmer,  28th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Scott  Houseworth,  28th  Infantry. 


MAINE. 


Lieut.  Benjamin  F.  Bicknell,  7th  Infan¬ 
try. 

Capt.  Daniel  M.  Phillips,  12th  Infantry, 
Capt.  Samuel  F.  Thompson,  12th  Infan- 
try. 


Lieut.  William  Jackman,  14th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Ajalon  Godwin,  14th  Infantry. 
Maj.  William  Knowlton,  29th  Infantry. 
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Eeturn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  4’-c. — Continued. 

MARYLAND. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Burns,  Gtli  Infantry. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut.  Jasper  F.  Glidden,  3d  Cavalry. 
Liout.  John  F.  Poole,  3d  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Eusebius  S.  Clark,  26th  Infantry, 
Capt.  Enos  W.  Thayer,  26th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  John  P.  Haley,  30th  Infantry. 
Capt.  George  W.  Thompson,  34th  Infan¬ 
try. 

Lieut.  Charles  S.  Bardwell,  37th  Infantry. 


MICHIGAN. 


Maj.  Melvin  Brewer,  1st  Cavalry.  1  Capt.  William  O.  North,  5th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Albert  T.  Jackson,  1st  Cavalry.  1 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Col.  Alexander  Gardiner,  14th  Infantry. 
Capt.  William  H.  Chaffin,  14th  Infantry. 
Capt.  William  A.  Fosgate,  14th  Infantry, 
Lieut.  Henry  S.  Paul,  14tli  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Jesse  A.  Fisk,  14th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  George  H.  Stone,  14th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Artemas  B.  Colburn,  14th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Moulton  S.  Webster,  14t]i  Infantry. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Maj.  Peter  Yredenburgh,jr.,  14th  Infantry.  1  Lieut.  Theodore  J.  Green,  14th  Infantry. 


NEW  YORK. 


Capt.  Raymond  L.  Wright,  6th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Conway  W.  Ayres,  9th  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Alexander  K.  Thorp,  19th  Cavalry 
(1st  Dragoons). 

Lieut.  William  H.  Johnson,  1st  Battery. 
Lieut.  John  B.  Carter,  43d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Willoughby  Babcock,  75th 
,  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Edward  E.  Breed,  114th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  V.  Sims,  122d  Infantry. 
Capt.  Jacob  C.  Klock,  153d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Herman  Smith,  159th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Sir  N.  Dexter,  160th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  B.  Frank  Maxson,  160th  luiantry. 


OHIO. 


Lieut.  James  M.  Lough,  2d  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Asa  B.  Carter,  .34th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Alexander  Trimble,  110th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joshua  S.  Deeter,  llOth  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Col.  Aaron  W.  Ebright,  126th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hyatt,  126th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Rufus  Ricksecker,  126th  Infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt.  Ashbell  F.  Duncan,  14th  Cavalry.  1  Lieut.  .John  Heppler,  98th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  W.  Wallace,  49th  Infantry.  1 

U.  S.  ARMY. 


Capt.  James  F.  McQuesten,  2d  Cavalry.  I  Lieut.  John  Trevor,  5th  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Richard  Fitzgerald,  5th  Cavalry.  1 

U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. 

VERMONT. 

Capt.  Charles  Buxton,  Ist  Heavy  Artil-  Maj.  Edwin  Dillingham,  10th  Infantry. 

l^ry.  Lieut.  Daniel  G.  Hill,  10th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Dennis  Duhigg,  1st  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Lieut.  Ransom  W.  Towle,  4th  Infantry. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Lieut.  Sylvester  W.  Donley,  1st  Cavalry. 
Capt.  James  M.  Ewing,  10th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  B.  McCollum,  10th  In¬ 
fantry. 


Lieut.  Charles  W.  Kirby,  11th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Greenbury  Slack,  IStli  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Level  C.  Rayburn,  13th  Infantry. 
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No.  5. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces^  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen. 
Rhilqj  H.  Sheridan^  U.  8.  Army^  at  FisheUs  Milf  F«.,  September 
21-22. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 


GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

ESCORT. 

eth  U.  S.  Cavalry . 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

ESCORT. 


1st  Micliigan  Cavalry,  Company  G . 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 
First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell. 


4tli  New  Jersey . 

lOtli  New  Jersey . 

15th  New  Jersey . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 


2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

65th  New  York . 

121st  New  York . 

95th  and  96th  Pennsylvania . 


Total  Second  Brigade . 

Total  First  Division . 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Warner. 


62d  New  York  . . . 
93d  Pennsjdvania 
98th  Pennsylvania 
l()2d  Pennsylvania 
139th  Pennsylvania 


Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  George  P.  Foster. 


2d  Vermont . 

.3d  Vermont . 

4th  Vermont . 

5th  Vermont . 

6th  Vermont . 

11th  Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery) . 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


1 
2 

2  1  1 


Captured  or 
missing. 


18 


58 


Total  Second  Brigade 


14 


42 


68 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate.  j 

OfScers. 

! 

§ 

Officers. 

Men.  1 

Officers. 

Men. 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell. 

2 

i 

3 

3 

3 

3 

11 

2 

1 

5 

7 

3 
5 

12 

4 

i  ^ 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 . 

1 

8 

3 

1 . 

36 

12 

i 

90 

T 

114 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Emerson. 

i 

3 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

3 

3 
1 

4 
9 

I _ r. 

1 

1 

j  1 

Total  First  Brigado . 

2 

i  2 

16 

20 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J,  Warren  Keifer.  I 

fith  Maryland  .  .  . 

' 

10 

3 

4 
24 

7 

3 

10 

3 
5 

32 

7 

4 

noth  Ohio . 

122d  Ohio . ' . 

1 

6 

126th  Ohio . 

1 

1 

67th  Pennsylvania . 

138th  Pennsylvania .  . 

1 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

1 

8 

1 

51  1 

_ LI 

61 

Total  Third  Division . . . 

_ ■ 

10 

3 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  lE) . 

Massachusetts  Light,  1st  Battery  (A) . 

1 

1 

Yorh  Tjight,  1st  Battory 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Batterv’  C  . 1 

1 

Ist  Rhode  Island  T.ight,  Battp.ry  (-t  _ 

Total  Artillery  Brigade . . . 

1 

1 

Total  Sixth  Army  Corps . 

27 

18 

190 

3 

238 

NINETEENTH  ARMA'  CORPS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory. 

FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  L,  Beal. 

29th  Maine . 

1 

6 

4 

0 

30th  Massaclinsetts . 

3 

114th  New  York . . . 

. 1 

116th  New  York . 

T 

9 

3 

10 

3 

153cl  New  Y^ork . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

4 

1  1 

21 

. 1 

20 

/ 
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1 

1 

1 

Command. 

Killed. 

'Wounded, 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

U 

O 

O 

o 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

a 

o 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen,  James  W.  McMillan. 

12th  Connecticut . 

i 

160th  l^ew  York* . 

i . 

1..  .. 

2 

3 

2 

4 

1 

Total  Second  Brigade . . . 

1 

5 

6 

Artillery. 

New  York  Light,  5th  Battery . 

1 

1 

Total  First  Division . 

4 

2 

27 

33 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover, 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

9th  Connecticut . 

_ _ 

3 

10 

13 

12th  Maine . 

14th  Maine . 

2Gth  Massachusetts . 

14th  New  Hampshire . 

1 

1 

2 

75th  New  York . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

3 

1 

15 

Second  Brigade.  i 

1 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

19th  CmiTtfir.timt,  - . . . 1 

i 

1 

2 

8 

4 

1 

1 

2 

10 

4 

3 

1 

11th  Indiana . I 

2 

22d  Iowa  . ' 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (dismounted) . 

2 

. i 

131st  New  York . . . I 

159th  New  York .  ...J 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

. 1 

16 

20 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Macauley. 

3St,h  Ma,ssn,p,hnaf>tta  . . . 

1 

2 

2 

6 

4 

3 

20 

4 

128th  New  York . 

12 

1.56th  Np.w  Ynrlr  . . . 

17.5t,h  T^p.w  Yox’k  (thrpp  pniTipanips) _  .  .. 

176th  New  York  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Tntfll  Third  Brio-adp,  . 

4 

13 

12 

29 

Fourth  Brigade, 

Col.  David  Shunk. 

8th  Indiana . 

1 

4 

4 

5 

j  i-H  CO  Lo  I 

1 

18th  Indiana  . . .  . . 

2 

1 

24tli  . 

28t,h  Towfl, . . . 

Total  Fourth  Brigade . 

3 

14 

17 

*  Non-veterans  of  90tli  New  York  temporarily  attached. 
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Command. 


Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  1st  BatteQ-  (A) . 

Total  Second  Division . 

RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 


Indmna  Light,  17th  Battery. 
Isla: 


1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D . 

Total  Nineteenth  Army  Corps . 

ARMY  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  Joseph  Thoburn. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  D.  Wells. 


34th  Massachusetts . 

5th  New  York  Hea^^  Artillery,  2d  Battalion. 

116th  Ohio . 

123d  Ohio . 


Total  First  Brigade . 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 


23d  Illinois  (battalion) 

54th  Pennsylvania . 

10th  West  Virginia  .... 
11th  West  Virginia  .... 
15  th  West  Virginia  . . . . 


Total  Third  Brigade . 

Total  First  Division . 

second  division. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hates. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 


23d  Ohio . 

36th  Ohio . 

5th  West  Virginia  (battalion) 
13th  West  Virginia . 


Total  First  Brigade . . 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates. 


34th  Ohio  (battalion) 

91st  Ohio . 

9th  West  Virginia  . 
14th  West  Virginia  . 


Total  Second  Brigade  . 
Total  Second  Division. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


54 


81 


37 


38 


75 


67 


13 


13 


81 


114 


38 


41 


79 


29 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

i 

j  Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Oflicers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

m 

a 

a  ■ 

0 

<D 

AETILLEEY  BEIGADE. 

Capt.  Heney  a.  Du  Pont. 

i 

: . 

1 

. 

1 

.5th  Dnited  States,  Battery  B . 

1 

. 

Total  Army  of  West  Virginia . 

CAVALKY. 

SECOND  DIVISION.  * 

Bvt.  Ma.j.  Gen.  William  W.  Aveeell. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Schoonmakee. 

8th  Ohio  (detachment) . 

1  !  1 

142 

2 

162 

i 

1 

1 4t,li  Pemisyl vnn in. .  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22d  Pennsylvania . 

Total  Pirst  Brip'ade 

2 

2 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Heney  Capehaet. 

1st  Now  Vnrlr  . 

_ 

. 

i 

1 

i 

2 

2 

1st  AVp.st  VircriTiia,  .  . . . 

2d  West  Virginia . 

. 

j . 

4 

3 

4 

6 

2d  West  Virginia, .  . 

2 

t . 

1 

Total  SeeoTid  Bi-iofade 

i 

2 

1 . 

9 

1 

12 

i  - 

Artillery. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  B . 

j 

' 

[ 

1 

11 

1 

14 

. 

EECAPITULATION. 


Sixth  Army  Corps . 

Nineteenth  Arm;;  Corps . 

Army  of  West  Virginia .  1 

Cavalry . 


Grand  total .  1 


27 

18 

190 

3 

238 

15 

5 

81 

13 

114 

7 

10 

142 

2 

162 

2 

11 

1 

14 

51 

33 

424 

19 

528 

*From  Department  of  West  Virginia. 

Officers  killed  or  mortally  wounded. — Capt.  Samuel  Parker,  106th  New  York;  Capt. 
Jacob  Brower,  93d  Pennsylvania;  Lieuts.  William  P.  Greene  and  Robert  N.  Hess, 
14th  West  Virginia. 
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^SO.  (). 

Organization  of  the  Union  forces^  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philq)  He 
Sheridan^  U.  8.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creelc,  Va.,  October  We 

ARMY  OF  THE  SHENANDOAH. 

Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Weight.  '' 

ESCORT. 

17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (detachment),  Maj.Weidner  H.  Spera. 

6th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Capt.  Ira  W.  Clafliu. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  AV.  Getty. 

Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

ESCORT. 

let  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Lieut.  William  H.  Wheeler. 


FIRST  HIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  William  H.  Penrose. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell. 
Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty. 


Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 
Col.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie. 
Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott. 


4th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty. 
10th  New  Jersey: 

Maj.  Lambert  Boeman. 

Capt.  Charles  D.  Claypool. 

15th  New  Jersey: 

Lieut.Col.  Edward L.  Campbell. 
Capt.  James  W.  Penrose. 


2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery : 

Col.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie. 

Maj.  Edward  W.  Jones. 

65th  New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H.  Higin- 
botham. 

Capt.  Henry  C.  Fisk. 

121st  New  York : 


Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott. 
Capt.  Daniel  D.  Jackson. 
95th  Pennsylvania, 

96th  Pennsylvania, 


Capt.  John  Harper. 


Third  Brigade.i 
Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 


37th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  George  L.  Montague. 

49th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Baynton  J.  Hickman. 

82d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett. 

119th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark. 

2d  Rhode  Island  (battalion),  Cajit.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 

5th  Wisconsin  (battalion),  Maj.  Charles  W.  Kempf. 

_  nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Maj.  Coe  Durland. 

*  Commanded  during  General  Sheridan’s  temporary  absence  in  the  early  part  of 
the  battle. 

t  Atr  Winchester,  Va.,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Warner. 

62d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B. 
Hamilton. 

93d  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  David  C. 
Keller. 

98tli  Pennsylvania: 

Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Kohler. 
Capt.  Gottfried  Bauer. 

102d  Pennsylvania : 

Maj.  James  H.  Coleman. 

Capt.  James  Patchell. 

139th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  G. 
Parr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

2d  Vermont : 

Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 
Capt.  Elijah  Wales. 

Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 

3d  Vermont  (battalion),  Maj.  Horace 
W.  Floyd. 

4th  Vermont: 

Maj.  Horace  W.  Floyd. 

Coi.  George  P.  Foster.* 

5th  Vermont,  Maj.  Enoch  E.  Johnson. 
6th  Vermont  (battalion): 

Capt.  Edwin  E.  Kinney. 

Capt.  William  J.  Sperry. 

11th  Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery), 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Hunsdon. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bid  well. 
Lieut.  Col.  WiNSOR  B.  French. 


Ist  Maine  (Veteran),  Maj.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher. 

43d  New  York  (battalion),  Maj.  Charles  A.  Milliken. 
49th  New  York  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  Erastus  D.  Holt. 
77th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Winsor  B.  French. 

122d  New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Dwight. 

Maj.  Jabez  M.  Brower. 

61st  Pennsylvania  (battalion),  Capt.  David  J.  Taylor. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Emerson. 

14th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  .Jacob  J.  Jane¬ 
way. 

106th  New  York: 

Capt.  Alvah  W.  Briggs. 

Capt.  Peter  Eobertson. 

151st  New  York: 

Capt.  Browning  N.  Wiles. 
Capt.  Hiram  A.  Kimball. 

184th  New  York  (battalion),  Maj.  Will¬ 
iam  D.  Ferguson. 

87th  Pennsylvania  (battalion) : 

Capt.  Edgar  M.  Euhl. 

Capt.  John  A.  Salsbury. 

10th  Vermont: 

Col.  WiUiam  W.  Henry. 

Capt.  Henry  H.  Dewey. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Ball. 

6th  Maryland,  Maj.  Joseph  C.  Hill. 
9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj. 
James  W.  Snyder. 

noth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley. 
122d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  M.  Granger. 
126th  Ohio: 

Maj.  George  W.  Voorhes. 

Capt.  George  W.  Hoge. 

67th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  John  F. 
Young. 

138th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Lewis  A.  May. 


Corps  officer  of  the  day  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle;  later  rejoined  brigade 
and  commanded  the  left  of  its  line. 
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“ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Col.  Charles  H.  TOxMpkins. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens. 
New  York  Light,  Ist  Battery,  Lieut.  Orsamus  R.  Van  Etten. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Jacob  H.  Lamb. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  George  W.  Adams, 
5th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 

NINETEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight. 


First  Brigade. 


Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis. 


2qth  Maine  \  George  H.  Nye. 
jytn  Maine,  ^  Alfred  L.  Turner. 

30th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Samuel  D.  Shipley, 
onn  XT  S  Lieut.  Col.  Nelson  Shaurman. 

90tli  New  York,  ^  LaPaturelle. 

114th  New  Y'ork,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Morse. 
116th  New  York,  Col.  George  M.  Love. 
iKQa  ^  Lleut.  Col.  AlexunJer  Struln. 

153d  New  York,  J  ^  McLaugklm. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Stephen  Thomas. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 


12th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  George  N.  Lewis. 
160th  New  York,  Capt.  Henry  P.  Underhill. 

47th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  J.  P.  Shindel  Gobin. 

SMaj.  John  B.  Mead. 

Capt.  Moses  McFarland. 

Col.  Stephen  Thomas. 

Third  Brigade.* 

Col.  Leonard  D.  H.  Currie. 


30th  Maine,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Hubbard. 

133d  New  York,  Maj.  Anthony  J.  Allaire. 

162d  New  York,  Col.  Justus  W.  Blanchard.  •  * 

165th  New  York  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Gouverneur  Carr. 
173d  New  York,  Maj,  George  W,  Rogers. 

•  Artillenj. 

New  York  Light,  5th  Battery,  Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft. 


127 


*  Guarding  wagon  trains,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grovj:r. 

Brig.  Geu.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Macauley. 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie. 

38th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Charles  F. 
Allen. 

128th  New  York,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Ander¬ 
son. 

156th  New  York: 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie. 

Capt.  Alfred  Cooley. 

175th  New  York  (battalion),  Capt.Charles 
McCarthey. 

176th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Lewis. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Skunk. 

8th  Indiana: 

Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  J.  Kenny. 
Maj.  John  R.  Polk. 

18th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  S. 

Charles. 

24th  lowai : 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Q.  Wilds. 
Capt.  Leander  Clark. 

Maj .  Edward  Wright. 

28th  Iowa : 

Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W. 
Wilson. 

Maj.  John  Meyer. 

Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  1st  Battery  (A) : 

Lieut.  Eben  D.  Haley. 

Lieut.  John  S.  Snow. 

RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  Albert  W.  Bradbury. 

Indiana  Light,  17th  Battery,  Lieut.  Hezekiah  Hinkson. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Frederick  Chase. 

ARMY  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  Joseph  Thoburn. 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter. 

9t]i  Connecticut  (battalion),  Cai)t.  John 
G.  Healy. 

12th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Ilsley. 
14th  Maine : 

Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter. 

Ca])t.  John  K.  Laing. 

26th  Massachusetts  (battalion),  Lieut. 

John  S.  Cooke. 

14th  New  Hampshire: 

Capt.  Theodore  A.  Ripley. 

Capt.  Oliver  H.  Marston. 

75th  New  York,  Maj.  Benjamin  F.  Thur- 
ber. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

13th  Connecticut,  Col.  Charles  D.  Blinn. 
11th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W. 
Darnall. 

22d  Iowa,  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (  d  i  s  - 
mounted).  Col.  Lorenzo  D.  Sar¬ 
gent. 

131st  New  York,  Col.  Nicholas  W.  Day. 
159th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
Waltermire. 


First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Wildes. 

34th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  AndreAV  Pot¬ 
ter. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  2d 
Battalion,  Capt.  Frederick  C. 
Wilkie. 

116th  Ohio: 

Capt.  Wilbert  B.  Teters. 

Capt.  John  Hull. 

123d  Ohio,  Maj.  Horace  Kellogg. 


Second  Brigade.* 

Col.  William  B.  Curtis. 

1st  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob 
Weddle. 

4th  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Benjamin  D. 
Boswell. 

12th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert 
S.  Northcott. 


At  Winchester,  Va.,  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 

Col.  Milton  Wells. 

23d  Illinois  (battalion),*  Capt.  Samuel  A.  Simison. 
54th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  Sutcr. 

10th  West  Virginia: 

Lieut.  Col.  Moses  S.  Hall. 

Maj.  Henry  H.  Withers. 

1 1th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Van  11.  Biikey. 

15th  West  Virginia : 

Col.  Milton  Wells. 

Maj.  John  W.  Holliday. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  ItUTHERFORD  B.  HaYES. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 

23d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Comly. 

36th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  G.  Adney. 

5th  West  Virginia  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  AVilliam  11.  Enochs. 
1Q+R  )  Col.  William  R.  Brown. t 

13th  AVest  A  irgmia,  j  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Hall. 

Seeond  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ben.iamin  F.  Coates, 


34th  Ohio  (battalion),  Lieut.  Col.  Luther  Furni'y. 
Dlst  Ohio,  Maj.  Lemuel  Z.  Cadot. 

9th  West  Virginia,  Cajit.  .John  S.  P.  Carroll. 

14th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Shriver  Moore. 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Cajit.  Henry  A.  Du  X^ont, 


1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gilibs. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  William  Aliiuk. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  B: 

Lieut.  Henry  F.  Brewerton. 

Lieut.  Charles  Holman. 

PROVISIONAL  DIVISION.! 

Col.  J.  Howard  Kitching. 

('AVALRY. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

ESCORT. 

"  1st  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  AVilliam  H.  Turner,  jr. 


*  At  AVinchester,  Va.,  .and  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
t  Corps  offieer  of  the  day. 

tOnly  a  small  detachment  from  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  6th  New  York  II(>avy 
Artillery,  from  the  Second  Brigade,  engaged  in  the  battle. 

1)  R  R — VOL  XLIIl,  PT  I 


130 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 


FIKST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Mekkitt. 


First  Brigade.  i 

Col.  James  H.  Kidd.'  I 

i 

1st  MichigaUj  Capt.  Andrew  W.  Dnggan. 
5tli  Michigan,  Maj.  Smith  H.  Hastings. 

6th  Micliigan,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Deane. 

7th  Michigan,  Maj.  Daniel  H.  Darling. 
New  York  Light  Artillery,  6th  Battery, 
Capt.  Joseph  W.  Martin. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

4th  New  York,"  Maj.  Edward  Schwartz. 
6th  New  York,  Capt.  George  E.  Farmer. 
9th  New  York,  Col.  George  S.  Nichols. 
19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons),  Col.  Al¬ 
fred  Gibhs. 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  K  and  L, 
Lieut.  Franck  E.  Taylor. 


Beserve  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  Jr. 

Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowninshield. 

2d  Massachusetts : 

Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowninshield. 
Capt.  Archibald  McKendry. 

Ist  United  States,  Capt.  Eugene  M.  Baker. 
2d  United  States,  Capt.  Robert  S.  Smith. 
5th  United  States,  Lieut.  Gustavus  LTrban. 


SECOND  DIVISION.! 


Col.  William  H. 
First  Brigade.  j 

Col.  Alpheus  S.  Moore.  | 

i 

8th  Ohio  (detachment). 

14th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Thomas  Gibson. 

22d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  J. 
Greenfield. 


Powell. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  Capehart. 

1st  New  York,  Maj.  Timothy  Quinn. 

1st  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Harvey  Farabee. 
2d  AVest  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J. 
Hoffman. 

3d  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L. 
McGee. 


Artillerg. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  Gulian  V.  AA^eir. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Penniniiton. 

Ist  Connecticut,  Capt.  Edwin  AA^. 
French. 

3d  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C. 
Suytlam. 

2d  New  York,  Capt.  Andrew  S.  Glover. 
5th  Ncav  York,  41aj.  Theodore  A.  Boice. 
2d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Puring- 
ton. 

18th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  AV.  Phil¬ 
lips. 


Coi.  AVilliam  AVells. 

3(1  Indiana  (two  companies),  Lieut. 

Benjamin  F.  Gilbert. 

Ist  New  Ilampshire  (battalion),  Col. 
John  1j.  Thompson. 

8th  New  A"ork,  Lieut.  Col.  AA^illiam  H. 
Benjamin. 

22d  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  C.  Brown. 
1st  AYumont,  Lieut.  Col.  John  AV.  Ben¬ 
nett. 


HORSE  ARTILLERY. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L,  Capt.  Charles  FI.  Peirce. 

3d  United  States,  Batteries  C,  F',  and  K,  Capt.  Dunbar  R.  Ransom. 

Detailed  for  duty  at  General  Sheridan’s  head(iuarters. 
t  F'rom  Department  of  AVest  Virginia. 
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No.  7. 

Eeturn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces^  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen. 
Philip  11.  Sheridan^  U.  S.  Army^  at  Cedar  Crceh,  Va.^  October  19. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returnsj  &c.] 


Command. 


SIXTH  AKMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts.* 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 
Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. I 


Staff 


FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 

First  Brigade.' 

Col.  William  H.  Penrose!* 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell.^ 
Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty. 


Staff . 

4th  Xew  Jersey 
10th  New  Jersey 
15th  New  Jersey 


'^•'otal  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin.* 
Col.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie.* 
_  Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott. 


Staff . 

2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

(55th  New  York . . 

121st  New  York . 

95th  Pennsylvania . 

,9(5th  Pennsylvania . 


Total  Second  Brigade . 

Total  First  Division . 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Gictty. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  M.  Warner. 


Staff . 

62d  New  York  . . . . 
93d  Pennsylvania . 
98tli  Pennsylvania. 
102d  Pennsylvania. 
139th  Pennsylvania. 


Total  First  Brigade . 


Killed. 


W  ounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


16 


119 


100 

72 

38 

27 

18 


255 

374 


165 


1 

190 

90 

57 

39 

27 


3  33  1 

*  Wounded, 
t  See  foot-note,  p.  125. 


9  I 


180 


1  1 


1 

15 

30 

55 

92 

36 

229 
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CoiiHiiaiul. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Geii.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 
Lieut.  Col.  Amasa  S.  Tracy. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

2(1  Verniont . 

3d  Verniont  (battalion) . 

4th  Verniont . 

5th  Vermont . 

6th  Vermont  (battalion) . 

llth  Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery)  .... 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

’  Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell.^ 
Lieut.  Col.  WiNSOR  B.  French. 

Staff . 

1st  Maine  (Veteran) . 

43d  New  York  (battalion) . 

19th  New  York  (battalion) . 

77th  New  York . 

122(1  New  York . i  . . 

61st  Pennsylvania  (battalion) . 

Total  Third  Brigade . 

Total  Second  Division . 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Emerson. 

14th  New  Jersey . 

106th  New  York . 

ISlst  New  York . 

184th  New  York  (battalion) . 

87th  Pennsylvania  (battalion) . 

loth  Vermont . 

Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Ball. 

6th  Maryland . 1 . . 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery . . 

noth  Ghio . '. . . 

122d  Ohio . 

126th  Ohio . 

67th  Pennsylvania . 

138th  Pennsylvania . 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

Total  Third  Division . . 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E) . 

New  York  Light,  1st  Battery . 

1st  Rhode  I.sland  Light,  Battery  C . 

1st  Rhode  I.sland  Light,  Battery  G - 

5th  United  States,  Battery  M . 

Total  Artillery  Brigade . 

Total  Sixth  Army  Corps . 


Killed. 


33 


AVounded.  i  Captured  or 
missing. 


12 


197  I. 


31 


?56 


35 


100 


13 


23  i 
Killed. 


275 


14 


157 


534 


196 


38 

160 

27 

31 

14 

26 

36 


89 


1,525 


41 


38 

40 

29 

22 

48 

107 


284 


12 


16 


1 

80 

22 

38 

36 

32 

16 

225 


60  * 


738, 


21 


270 


194 


51 

208 

35 

.45 

25 

30 

42 


436 


111 


2, 120 
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Uetnrn  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forees,  — Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

AYounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

i  1 

i  Agsrregate. 

i  1 

2 

0) 

o 

© 

O 

S 

s 

o 

S 

QC 

O 

S 

xinetp:enth  army  corps. 

P.vt.  Maj.  Gen-.  William  H.  Emory. 

. 

. 

2 

2 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

17 

11 

3 

20 

7 

8 

4 

5 

3 

6 

4 

7 

105 

91 

43 

80 

39 

56 

127 

108 

73 

115 

59 

81 

22 

9 

10 

114th  New  York . 

1 

Total  First  Brigade . 

I 

66 

29 

414 

1 

48 

563 

Second  Brigade. 

i 

1 

! 

Col.  Stephen  Thomas. 

I 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 

1. 

1!i1th  Cfinnpp.tient  . . . . . 

!  2 

i  20 

5 

52 

93. 

172 

160th  New  York . 

I-  9 

3 

31 

23 

66 

47th  Penusvlvaiiia  . - . 

1  1 

36 

1 

88 

28 

154 

8th  Vermont . 

1 

16 

11 

.55 

23 

106 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

i  4 

81 

20 

226 

. 1 

167 

498 

Total  First  Division . 

1 

r47 

49 

640 

1 ! 

215 

1,061 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

1 

Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Bibge. 

Staff . . . 

1 

1 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

*  Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter. 

9th  Connecticut  (battalion) . 

2 

2 

13 

1 

r. 

25 

12th  Maine . 

1 

6 

3 

20 

1 

50 

81 

14th  Maine . 

1 

4 

34 

1 

42 

82 

26th  Ma.ssachusetts  (batt.alion) . 

3 

<> 

8 

16 

29 

14th  New  Hampshire . 

8 

3 

48 

1 

17 
33  1 

77 

75th  New  York . 

3 

1 

18 

I 

Total  First  Brigade . 

2 

26  1 

11 

141  1 

4 

165 

349 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

13th  Connecticut  . 

2 

1 

16 

10 

29 

11th  Tmliaria, 

4 

4 

10 

53 

22d  Iowa . 

1 

6 

43 

21 

73 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavalrv  (dismounted) . 

(i 

2 

29 

39 

76 

131st  New  York . . . 

2 

1  ' 

21 

9 

33 

L59th  New  York . i 

.) 

1 

(; 

23 

i 

Total  Second  Brigadi*, . I 

2 

17  . 

15  i 

156  1 

2  1 

95  , 

287 

*  Womnled. 
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Return  of  Casualties  hi  the  Union  forces,  — Continued. 


(’ommand. 

Killed.  i 

•  1 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

s 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

2'Ii  ird  Brigade. 

- 

i 

Col.  Daniel  Macauley.* 

Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie. 

Staff . 

1 

1 

1 

18 

35 

54 

128tli  New  York . 

5 

L 

14 

1  2 

74 

95 

156tli  New  York . 

1 

7 

5 

31 

1 

48 

92 

1 

2 

1 . 

3 

176th  New  York . 

1 

5 

4 

11 

rv'i' 

i 

53 

Total  Third  Brigade . 

2 

18 

11 

76 

1  3 

j  188 

298 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Shunk. 

8th  Indiana . 

2 

2 

4 

[  33 

4 

21 

66 

!  5 

6 

43 

27 

81 

!  8 

6 

37 

41 

92 

28th  Iowa . . . 

1 

:  8 

2 

69 

10 

90 

Total  Fourth  Brigade . 

3 

23 

18 

182 

L__i 

99 

329 

Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  1st  Battery  (A)  . 

1 

f  2 

1 

16 

8 

28 

Total  Second  Division . . 

10 

86 

57 

571 

13 

555 

1,  292 

reserve  artillery. 

Maj.  Albert  W.  Bradbury. 

TndifiTin,  Tiio'Vit  T7th  Battpry  . 

4 

1 

'  8 

,3 

16 

1st  Bhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D . 

1 

1 

■  i 

3 

12 

Total  Reserve  Artillerv . 

5 

1 

16 

i  6 

28 

1 

1 _ _ 

Total  Nineteenth  Army  Corps . 

19 

i 

1  to  , 

1  CO  1 

oc  1 

109 

1,  227” 

14 

776 

2^ 

ARMY  OF  WEST  AMRGINIA. 

! 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

Staff . 

1 

1 

first  division. 

1 

1 

Col.  Joseph  TiioBURN.t  ' 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 

Staff .  . 

1 

. 

! . 

. 

1 

ha:  A'.! 

_ 1 

First  Brigade. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Wildes. 

1 

i 

1 

.Ilth  MaRSaclmsp.tts  . 

1 

8  ' 

35 

43 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  2d  Battalion. . 

4  ! 

305 

309 

1 1 6t h  Olno .  . 

i 

3  ' 

14  1 

1 

16  , 

34 

Dll  in 

^  t 

1 

. 1 

11  1 

11 

22 

1 

1 

Total  First  Bidgade . 

1 1 

3  ' 

33  , 

4  1 

367 

408 

*  Wonnded. 
\  KilllMl. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris. 
Col.  Milton  Wells. 


54tli  Pennsylvania. . 
lOtli  West  Virginia, 
lltli  West  Virginia 
15tli  West  A^irginia 


Total  Third  Brigade . . 

Total  First  Division . 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 


23d  Ohio . 

36th  Ohio . 

5th  West  Virginia  (battalion). 
13th  West  Virginia . 


Total  First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ben.tamin  F.  Coates. 


34th  Ohio  (battalion). 
9th  West  Virginia  .. 
14th  West  Virginia  . . 


Total  Second  Brigade . 

Total  Second  Division . 

artillery  brigade. 
Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 


Staff . 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L . 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  D 
5th  United  States,  Battery  B . 


Killed. 


Total  Artillery  Brigade . 

Total  Army  of  AVest  Virginia . 

PROVISIONAL  DIVISION. 
Col.  J.  Howard  Hitching.* 


Detachment  (First  Brigade) . 

6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (Second  Brigade) 


Total  Provisional  Division. 


10 


10 


Wounded. 


24 


41 


58 


10 


17 


46 

"l47 


15 


2.53 


1  n 
Mortally  wounded. 


Captured  or 
missing. 


102 

469 


176 

585 


17 


86 

221 


24 


530 


18 


51 

'm 


93 

102 
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Command. 

i 

i  Rilled. 

i 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

W 

U 

V 

O 

o 

s 

CP 

CC 

u 

0) 

o 

© 

o 

P 

O) 

CO 

u 

0) 

o 

o 

s 

a 

CAVALRY. 

- 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  H.  Kidd. 

3 

1 

23 

1 

28 

5th  Michigan . 

3 

8 

1 

12 

Cth  Michigan . 

4 

6 

1 

11 

1 

4 

30 

35 

Kew  Yori  Light  Artillery,  6th  Batterj" . 

2 

2 

1 

10 

2 

43 

33 

■  88 

Second  Brigade. 

i 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

1 

1 

1 

6th  New  York . . . 

1 

2 

3 

9th  New  York . 

1 

3 

4 

19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons) . 

2 

10 

12 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  K  and  L . 

2 

3 

5 

Total  Second  Brigade . 

1 

4 

1 

18 

24 

_ ^ 

Reserve  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  Jr.* 

Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowninshield. 

2d  Massachusetts . 

1 

6 

3 

13 

1 

24 

1st  United  States .  . 

2 

7 

2d  United  States . 

2 

4 

6 

. 1 

. 

. 

Total  Reserve  Brigade . 

1 

8 

5 

22 

. 

i  1- 

37 

Total  First  Division . 

2 

22 

8 

83 

34 

149 

second  division.! 

Col.  William  H.  Powell. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Alpheus  S.  Moore. 

8th  Ohio  (detachment) . ' . 

2 

2 

14tli  Pennsyl vnnin,  .  .  . 

1 

1 

22d  I’ennsylvania . 

4 

4 

Total  First  Brigade . 

7 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Henry  Capehart. 

1st  West  Virvini-a, .  . 

1 

1 

. 

1 

3 

Total  Second  Brig.ade.  . 

1 

1 

. i 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Total  Second  Division ; . i 

1  i 

8  i 

1  i 

10 

^  Killed. 

t  From  Department  of  West  Virginia. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded, 

Captured  or 
missing. 

j  Aggregate. 

Officers. 

j 

Men. 

I 

Officers. 

1 

■najy 

1 

j  Officers. 

d 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington, 

94I  _ - 

G 

2 

3 

6 

8 

14 

3 

3 

7 

Np\v  Vnrlr  ...  . 

1 

94]  . 

1 

Total  Eirst,  Brigadpi  . 

2 

17 

8 

27 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Wells. 

Stl*  Npw  "VnrV  . 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1  at,  UfirmoTit,  ...  . 

1 

Total  Second  Bri«'ade . * . 

1 

6 

I . 

7 

Total  Third  Division . 

2 

1 

23 

8 

34 

HORSE  ARTILLERY. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L . 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3d  United  States,  Batteries  C,  E,  and  K . 

Total  Horse  Artillery . 

2 

1 

.  .1 

3 

. 

Total  Ca.valry 

27 

9 

115 

43 

196 

RECAPITULATION. 


Sixth  Army. Corps . 

Nineteenth  Army  Corps . 

Army  of  West  Virginia . 

Provisional  Division . 

Cavalry . 

23 

19 

7 

1 

2 

275 

238 

41 

11 

27 

103 

109 

17 

G 

9 

1,525 

1,227 

253 

66 

115 

6 

14 

10 

194 

776 

530 

18 

43 

2, 126 
2,383 
858 
102 
196 

Grand  total . 

52 

592 

244 

3, 186  i 

30 

1,561 

5,  665 

OFFT  C  E  1?  S  K  T  LL  E  I)  OR  M  O  R  T  .4  LL  Y'  WOURBE  D. 

f 

CONNECTICUT. 

Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Hosford,  2d  Heavy  Ar-  j  Lient.  George  M.  Benton,  12th  Infantry. 

tillery.  Lient,  Horace  E.  Plielps,  12th  Infantry. 

Ca])t.  John  P.  Lowell,  12th  Infantry. 


INDIANA. 

Lient.  Col.  Alexander  .1.  Kenny,  8th  In-  1  Lient.  Col.  William  »S.  Charles,  18th  In- 
ihntry.  fantry. 

Cai)t.  William  D.W.atson,  8th  Infantry.  |  Maj.  .jomithan  H.  Williams,  18th  In- 
Lient.  George  W.  Quay,  8th  Infantry.  j  fantry. 


IOWA. 

Lient.Col.  John  Q.  Wilds,  21th  Infantry,  j  Capt.  John  W.  Piemenschneider,  28tli  In- 

1  fantry. 
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Lieut.  John  E.  Morton,  1st  Battery. 
Lieut.  P.  Jordan  Alitchell,  1st  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Henry  B.  Walton,  12th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Bickmore,  14th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Lieut.  .John  L.  Hoyt,  29th  Infantry. 


MAhYLAND. 

Lieut.  Melville  R.  Small,  6th  Infantry. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  jr.,  2d  Cavalry.  1  Lieut.  George F. Whitcomb, 30th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Rufus  W.  Smith,  2d  Cavalry.  j  Lieut.  William  F.  Clark,  jr.,  30th  In- 

Lieut.  Lyman  James,  3d  Cavalry.  j  IVintry. 

Lieut.  Albert  L.  Tilden,  26th  Infantry.  j 

MICHIGAN. 

Capt.  Charles  Shier,  jr.,  Ist  Cavalry. 

NEW  .TERSEY. 


Lieut.  William  B.  Ross,  14th  Infantry. 

NEW 

Lieut.  John  G.  Main,  6th  Cavalry. 

Col.  J.  Howard  Kitching,  6th  Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

Maj.  Edward  Jones,  6th  Heavy  Artilleiy. 

Lieut.  William  J.  Rasberry,  6th  Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

Lieut.  Elias  Fountain,  6th  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Capt.  Orson  Howard,  9th  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Lieut.  Orrin  B.  Carpenter,  9th  Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

Lieut.  John  Olds  wager,  9th  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Lieut.  Henry  D.  Vaughn,  1st  Battery. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H.  Higinbotham,  65th 
Infantry. 

Capt.  Martin  Lennon,  77th  Infantrju 

Lieut.  William  J.  Tabor,  77th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Gilbert  F.  Thomas,  77th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  John  W.  Cartwright,  34th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Capt.  Wesley  Devenney,  110th  Infantry. 

PENNSY 

Capt.  Edwin  G.  Minnich,  47th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  Peck,  54th  Infantry. 

Capt.  David  J.  Taylor,  61st  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  Barrett,  61st  Infantry. 

Capt.  Edgar  M.  Ruhl,  87th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Kohler,  98tii  Infantry. 


Maj.  Lambert  Boeman,  15th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  John  W.  Belding,  77th  Infantry. 
Maj.  .John  C.  Smart,  90th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Thaddeus  C.  Ferris,  90th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Daniel  C.  Knowlton,  114th Infantry. 
Lieut.  Isaac  Burch,  114th  Infantry. 

Lieut,  Norman  M.  Lewis,  114th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  D.  Thurber,  114th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Burrell,  121st  Infantry. 
Capt.  .John  D.  P.  Douw,  121st  Infantry. 
Lieut,  William  H.  Tucker,  121st  Infantry. 
Maj.  Jabez  M.  Brower,  122d  Infantrju 
Lieut.  Christopher  Larkin,  156th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Johannes  Lefever,  156th  Infantry. 
Maj.  Robert  McD.  Hart,  159th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Duncan  Richmond,  159th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  .Julius  A.  .Jones,  176th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Augustus  Phillips,  184th  Infantry. 


Surg.  Thomas  J.  Shannon,  116th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Kilbnrn,  122d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Edward  R.  Hilliard,  122d  Infantry. 

LVANIA. 

Maj.  James  H.  Coleman,  102d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  A.  Gump,  138th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Cloward,  lc8th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Capt.  Daniel  Crum,  139tli  Infantry. 
Lieut.  James  P.  McKean,  139th  Infantry. 

10  ISLAND. 


Lieut.  Charles  V.  Scott.  Battery  G,  Ist  Light  Artillery. 
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Lieut.  Samuel  D.  Soutliworth,  "2d  Artil-  j  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Baldwin,  .f)tli  Artillery, 
lery.  I 

U.  S.  YonUNTEERS. 

Bri^.  (ien.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell.  j  Capt.  Pliili])  G.  Bier,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

I  _  General. 

VERMONT. 


Capt.  Edward  Hall,  8tli  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Nathan  C.  Cheney,  8th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Aarou  K.  Cooper,  8tli  Infantry. 


Capt.  Lucian  D.  Thompson,  10th  In¬ 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Oscar  R.  Lee,  lltli  Infantry  (Ist 
Heavy  Artillery). 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Col.  Joseph  Thohurn,  1st  Infantry.  Lient.  Col.  James  R.  Hall,  13th  Infantry 

Capt.  Jacob  P.  Kuykendall,  10th  In-  I  Lient.  William  S.  Morrison,  14th  In¬ 
fantry.  I  fantry. 


No.  <S. 


Report  of  Surg.  James  T.  Ghiselin,  IT.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director,  Middle 
Military  Division,  of  o2)erations  August  ^7-Decemher  31. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military^  Division, 

Medical  Director’s  Office, 

January  26,  1865. 

General:  Oii  the  27tli  of  August,  18G4,  I  reported  as  medical 
director  of  the  Middle  Military  Division,  from  which  date  to  December 
31,  18G4,  inclusive,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  brief  detail,  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  medical  dejiartment.  This  report  will  refer  only  to  the 
army,  as  nearly  the  whole  effective  force  of  this  division,  comjiosed  of 
the  Sixtli  and  Nineteenth  Coriis,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  and  cavalry, 
has  been  in  the  field,  operating  under  the  name  of  Army  of  tlie  Middle 
Military  Division,  to  which  my  duties  have  been  almost  exclusively 
confined. 

My  first  effort,  on  arrival,  was  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  exact 
condition  of  the  medical  department,  but  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  information  appeared  insurmountable,  as  no  staff*  depart¬ 
ment  had  even  an  incipient  organization;  in  fact,  the  confusion  was 
all  that  might  be  anticipated  in  a  command  so  new  and  composed  in 
part  of  small  commands  accustomed  to  act  independently.  The  vet¬ 
eran  Sixth  Corjis  was  the  only  one  prepared  for  a  campaign,  and  its 
creditable  condition  was  due  mainly  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  its 
medical  director,  Surg.  S.  A.  Holman,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  The  first 
steps  toward  organization  consisted  in  the  adoption  of  a  system  reg¬ 
ulating  the  formation  and  management  of  field  hospitals,  in  pre¬ 
scribing  a  uniform  xfian  of  drawing  and  issuing  medical  supplies, 
and  in  strictly  enforcing  the  ambulance  law.  Our  base  being  Har- 
])er’s  Ferry,  a  depot  for  medical  supplies  was  opened  at  once,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  the  most  important  field  su])plies  wiu’O  ordered 
by  telegraph.  These  were  disfribufed  among  the  eorjis  so  as  to 
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supply  their  immediate  wants.  After  a  careful  review  of  all  the  im¬ 
portant  medicines  and  suiJi^lies  furnished^  and  guided  by  the  experi-  * 
ence  of  a  previous  campaign,  a  selection  was  made,  which,  it  was 
intended,  should  contain  a  sufficient  number  of  medicines  and  all 
essential  dressings  and  appliances,  while  it  should  not  be  too  cumbrous, 
so  that  it  might  always  be  readily  taken  with  the  troops  in  the  held. 
This  selection  was  embodied,  together  with  a  plan  of  drawing  and 
issuing  supplies,  in  a  circular  issued  from  this  office  September  10. 
The  acting  medical  purveyor  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  circular, 
and  was  ordered  to  require  for  and  issue  supplies  in  accordance  with 
it.  In  this  system  the  division  and  not  the  brigade  was  made  the 
unit  of  organization  for  the  medical  department,  both  as  regards  sup¬ 
plies,  transportation,  and  held  hospitals.  The  division  system  has 
afforded  me ‘the  means  of  caring  with  the  utmost  celerity  for  large 
numbers  of  wounded  thrown  suddenly  upon  the  medical  department,  as 
after  the  battles  of  Winchester  and  Middletown  or  Cedar  Creek,  and  it 
has  met  the  approval  of  all  the  medical  officers  of  the  army.  Previous 
to  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  in  all  the  troops,  except  the  Sixth  Corps, 
hospitals  were  established  without  system  after  a  battle,  and  much 
confusion  consequently  resulted.  This  I  endeavored  to  obviate  by  an 
order  prescribing  a  uniform  mode  of  organizing  held  hospitals.  The  ' 
general  plan  was  the  same  as  that  introduced  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac  by  Surg.  J.  Letterman,  U.  S.  Army,  and  of  which  I  had  frequently 
witnessed  the  good  effects,  while  serving  in  that  army.  An  operating 
staff*  is  appointed,  as  well  as  a  medical  officer  in  charge  of  food  and 
shelter,  a  second  officer  in  charge  of  records,  and  these  report,  before  an 
engagement,  to  a  surgeon  who  has  the  general  charge  of  the  hospital 
and  who  receives  orders  from  the  surgeon -in-chief  of  division. 

Previous  to  my  arrival  supplies  had  been  issued  to  the  troops  in  the 
field  by  acting  medical  purveyors  stationed  with  the  commands,  which 
they  had  supplied  indiscriminately,  there  being  no  order  to  guide  them 
regulating  the  issues  or  the  amount  of  supplies  to  be  kept  on  hand. 

Tt  was  soon  found  that  these  purveyors  were  unnecessary,  as  every 
brigade  kept  on  hand  the  authorized  supply,  and  could  draw  upon  the 
division  hospital  when  requisite.  Having  thus  systematized  to  some 
extent  the  manner  of  furnishing  this  army  with  medical  supplies,  pre¬ 
scribed  the  kind  and  quantity  of  each  to  be  kex)t  on  hand,  concentrated 
a  large  store  of  all  the  essentials  at  the  base  ready  for  emergencies,  as 
well  as  organized  a  system  of  field  hospitals,  in  which  wounded  could 
be  cared  for  after  an  engagement  and  the  sick  during  marches  and 
while  in  camp,  I  had  but  to  make  suitable  provision  for  relieving  the 
army  of  its  wounded  as  rapidly  as  they  might  accumulate.  For  this 
purpose  I  increased  a  small  hospital  of  about  300  beds  at  Sandy  Hook 
to  a  capacity  of  1,300,  and  stationed  a  medical  officer  at  the  base  as 
medical  director  of  transportation,  with  instructions  to  receive  all  sick 
and  wounded,  and  to  forward  the  moderately  severe  cases  to  Balti¬ 
more,  retaining  the  very  severe  as  well  as  the  very  slight  cases  for 
treatment  at  Sandy  Hook  or  at  Frederick.  This  officer  received  a  daily 
report  of  the  number  of  vacant  beds  in  the  general  hospital  at  Fred¬ 
erick,  and  was  thus  guided  in  the  shipment  of  cases.  He  also  had 
charge  of  feeding  and  dressing  the  wounded,  and  kept  me  informed  of 
the  arrival  and  condition  of  every  train ;  and,  in  addition,  telegraphed 
to  the  medical  directors  of  the  Middle  Department  and  Department  of 
West  Yirginia  the  time  trains  started  for  Baltimore  or  Frederick. 
Before  all  of  these  arrangements  had  been  completed  the  army  com¬ 
menced  a  forward  movement. 
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At  daylight  on  the  morniug  of  September  19  one  division  of  cavalry, 
which  had  the  advance,  engaged  the  enemy  near  Opequon  Creek,  live 
miles  from  Winchester,  and  drove  him  from  his  position,  which  it  held 
until  relieved  by  the  infantry.  The  battle  daring  the  morning  was 
fought  with  great  obstinacy,  and,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  slight 
checks  to  some  of  onr  corps,  success  was  always  in  our  favor.  About 
3.30  p.  m.  a  combined  advance  of  infantry  and  cavalry  was  ordered, 
the  cavalry  operating  on  both  flanks.  This  resulted  in  the  complete 
triumph  of  our  arms,  and  the  enemy  fled  from  the  field  routed  and 
demoralized.  That  night  we  occupied  Winchester.  The  field  hospi¬ 
tals  were  estal)lished  during  the  day  on  or  near  Opequon  Creek,  and 
their  locations  were  well  protected  from  the  shot  of  the  enemy  by 
wooded  hills.  They  Avere  all  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  good  roads. 
The  wounded,  as  a  general  thing,  receiA^ed  good  care,  and  had  nourish¬ 
ing  food  promptly  administered  to  them.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  day,  however,  it  was  impossible  to  collect  all  the  wounded,  as 
the  army  pushed  on  so  rapidly,  thereby  increasing  the  distance  for 
the  ambulances.  Quite  a  large  number,  therefore,  remained  on  the  field 
that  night,  many  being  concealed  in  the  thick  woods  aa  here  they  had 
fallen.  At  9  p.  m.  the  same  night  the  general  commanding  ordered 
me  to  have  all  the  wounded  taken  to  Winchester,  and  the  field  hospi¬ 
tals  broken  np  as  rapidly  as  possible.  For  tliis  purpose  a  detail  of 
medical  ofticers  to  remain  was  made  from  each  corps,  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  ambulances  was  ordered  to  be  left,  and  the  chief  quartermaster 
placed  at  my  disposal  all  the  empty  army  Avagons.  Asst.  Surg.  H.  A. 
Dll  Bois,  IJ.  S.  Army,  assistant  medical  director,  was  ordered  to  remain 
and  take  general  direction  of  the  removal  of  the  wounded  and  of  the 
establishment  and  organization  of  hospitals  in  Winchester.  That  night 
I  inforuied  you  by  telegraph  of  the  result  of  the  battle,  gave  the  approxi¬ 
mate  number  of  wounded,  and  requested  you  to  send  forward  to  Win¬ 
chester  twenty  medical  oflicers,  hospital  supplies  for  5,000  Avounded, 
and  an  experienced  surgeon  to  take  charge  of  the  hospital.  SeA^eral 
weeks  previously  the  chief  quartermaster  had,  at  my  request,  ordered 
the  post  quartermaster  at  Harper’s  Ferry  to  keei)  on  hand  300  hospital 
tents  for  such  an  emergency.  Doctor  Dn  Bois  reported  to  me  on  the  21st 
that  he  had  seized  a  x^ortion  of  the  army  train,  unloaded  it,  and  with 
the  ambulances  left  him  had  transiDorted  all  the  wounded  from  the 
field  to  hosx)itals  Avhich  he  established  at  Winchester  in  the  churches, 
jiublic  buildings,  and  such  x^rivate  dAvellings  as  were  suitable.  These 
hospitals  he  organized  by  corps.  Being  almost  destitute  of  food  for  the 
wounded,  the  commanding  officer  of  Winchester  took,  at  his  request, 
8,000  rations  from  an  army  train  which  was  going  to  the  front.  This 
embarrassment  arose  from  the  fact  that  no  subsistence  train  accom- 
X)anied  the  army.  Things  were  soon  systematized,  and  over  4,000 
Avounded  Avere  safely  transferred  to ‘the  hosx)itals  of  their  respective 
corps,  competent  surgeons  x>laced  in  charge,  and  the  most  exx^erienced 
and  expert  operators  designated  to  x)erforui  the  operations. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  Surg.  J.  H.  Brintoii,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
arrived  with  five  medical  officers,  and  relieved  Doctor  Du  Bois,  avIio 
returned  to  headquarters  on  the  following  day.  Four  hundred  hospital 
tents,  amx^le  supplies,  and  ten  additional  surgeons  arrived  on  the  23d. 
About  309  liosxntal  tents  Avere  xutched  on  a  av ell- selected  site  near  the 
town,  and  acanq)  hovspital  organized  under  the  designation  of  Sheridan 
Field  Hosxutal.  Surg.  F,  Y.  Hayden,  XT.  S.  Volunteers,  Avas  assigned 
to  its  charge. 


142 


OPERATIONS  IN  N,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


The  morning  following  the  battle  of  Winchester  our  trooi)S  moved 
forward,  and  that  afternoon  reached  Strasburg,  two  miles  beyond  which 
the  enemy  was  found  in  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 

Some  skirmishing  occurred  on  the  21st,  and,  during  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d,  an  assault  was  made,  which  resulted  in  the  complete  rout  of  the 
enemy,  and  his  broken  army  Avas  pursued  to  Woodstock,  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles.  The  pursuit  occupied  the  entire  night,  and  the  troops  did  not 
bivouac  until  about  4  o’clock  the  following  morning.  Fortunately,  the 
casualties  on  the  march  were  few,  while  those  wounded  in  the  assault 
were  collected  in  the  field  hospitals.  Anticipating  a  battle  on  the  21st 
each  infantry  corps  was  directed  to  establish  a  field  hospital  in  the 
vicinity  of  Strasburg.  Aware  that  the  troops  had  then  been  one  day 
without  rations,  and  being  informed  that  no  forward  movement  could 
be  made  until  rations  could  be  issued,  the  hospitals  were  alloAved  to 
remain  and  orders  Avere  giA^en  to  the  chief  medical  officers  of  divisions 
to  be  prepared  to  send  their  wounded  to  the  rear.  By  the  afternoon  of 
tlie23d  all  were  comfortably  loaded  in  an  empty  supply  train  and  sent  to 
Winchester.  At  Strasburg  and  Woodstock  a  few  Confederate  wounded 
Avere  found,  destitute  of  all  supplies,  and  unable  to  bear  transportation. 
These  men  were  attended  by  their  own  surgeons,  who  were  furnished 
Avith  all  the  necessary  medical  and  subsistence  stores.  We  arrived  at 
Harrisonburg  on  the  25th,  where  there  were  several  Confederate  hos¬ 
pitals,  containing  335  sick  and  Avounded,  attended  by  five  Confederate 
medical  officers.  The  surgeon  in  charge  reported  that  he  Avas  in  need 
of  subsistence  and  a  fcAv  essential  medicines,  all  of  which  he  was  at 
once  furnished  Avith.  One  hundred  and  thirty- five  sick  and  Avounded 
Avere  selected,  who  could  bear  transportation  Avithout  injury,  and  sent 
to  Winchester  by  a  returning  subsistence  train.  The  medical  officers 
here  seemed  to  have  some  regard  for  hygienic  principles  in  and  about 
the  hospitals,  and  their  patients  were  probably  iis  comfortable  as  they 
could  make  them  Avith  their  restricted  means  5  but  at  every  other  i)l ace, 
from  Woodstock  on,  where  Confederate  Avounded  were  collected  by  their 
OAvn  surgeons,  the  most  extreme  filth  and  positive  indications  of  neglect 
were  seen. 

After  the  battle  of  Winchester  the  cavalry  acted,  to  a  great  degree, 
independently,  and  their  wounded  in  the  several  skirmishes  were 
retained  in  ambulances  and  sent  to  Winchester  Avhen  opportunity 
offered.  The  army  made  no  imi)ortant  movement  up  to  October  6, 
when  a  retrograde  march  Avas  commenced.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  fol¬ 
lowed  us.  On  the  9th,  near  Woodstock,  our  cavalry  attacked  and 
routed  that  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  a  distance  of  tAvelve  miles.  Our 
loss  Avas  very  slight,  and  all  the  wounded  Avere  sent  to  Winchester  the 
following  day.  We  moved  to  Cedar  Creek  on  the  10th  and  took  up  a 
strong  line  of  battle,  Avith  the  apparent  object  of  remaining  there  to 
wait  for  the  developments  of  the  enemy. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  our  base  being  changed 
to  Martinsburg,  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  E.  Ohlenschlager,  U.  S.  Army,  act¬ 
ing  medical  insiACctor,  was  ordered  there  to  take  charge  of  the  trans- 
l)ortation  of  the  Avounded,  Avho  Avere  sent  to  that  plat'e  as  fast  as  they 
could  bear  transportation,  and  for  this  purpose  advantage  Avas  taken 
of  every  returning  train.  The  wounded  were  loaded  in  Avagons,  bedded 
Avith  hay  or  straw,  Avithout  crowding,  and  a  large  number  of  blankets 
Avere  sent  Avith  them,  as  well  as  stretchers  for  some  of  the  most  severe 
cases.  The  Avounded  in  tliese  trains  Avere  fed  and  dressed  on  their 
arrival  at  Martinsburg,  and  Avere  tlien  placed  in  cars  which  Avere  sent 
to  Frederick  or  Baltimore. 
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At  dawn,  on  the  19th  of  October,  the  enemy  attacked  and  turned  the 
left  dank  of  oiir  army.  Their  attack  was  so  sudden  and  unexpected 
that  onr  troops  were  thrown  into  confusion,  and  it  w^as  not  until  Ave  had 
fallen  back  four  miles  that  another  line  of  battle  Avas  established  and 
confidence  restored.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  lost  all  its  medicine  and  army  Avagons,  loaded  Avitli  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  hospital  tents,  and  thirty  ambulances,  but  the  latter  were 
recaptured  by  the  cavalry  in  the  afternoon.  The  other  ambulances  and 
Avag’ons  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear  and  were  out  of  reach.  Before 
the  second  line  of  battle  was  formed  but  few  of  the  wounded  got  off 
the  field;  those  Avho did  were  such  as  Avere  able  toAA^alk,  and  a  feAV  who 
were  carried  in  the  ambulances  of  the  cavalry  or  in  blankets  slung  on 
muskets.  Division  field  hospitals  were  noAv  established  iji  and  near 
Newtown,  six  miles  from  the  original  line  of  battle  and  tAvo  from  the 
second.  The  wagons  and  medical  supplies  arriving  from  the  rear,  the 
medical  officers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  promptly  pitched  their  tents;  before 
this,  however,  each  division  formed  a  temporary  hospital  in  rear  of  the 
line  of  battle,  and  up  to  this  time  had  performed  a  few  capital  and  a 
large  number  of  minor  operations.  The  medical  officers  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  took  lAossession  of  the  churches  and  several  houses  in 
NeAvtown  and  prepared  them  for  the  reception  of  the  Avounded,  as  all 
their  tents  had  been  captured.  The  caAmlry  had  only  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  casualties,  and,  for  this  reason,  Avere  enabled  to  care 
for  their  own  wounded  in  ambulances  until  a  favorable  opportunity 
offered  to  send  them  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  there  being  no  immediate  prospect  of 
hostilities,  but  a  military  necessity  for  removing  the  wounded  farther  to 
the  rear,  all  the  ambulances  of  the  army  and  a  large  train  of  army 
Avagons,  properly  bedded  with  straAv,  were  loaded  Avith  wounded.  The 
ambulances  were  used  for  the  most  severe  cases  and  the  army  wagons 
for  those  of  a  less  graA^e  Jiature.  Knowing  that  the  hospitals  at  Win¬ 
chester  Avere  unable  to  accommodate  the  large*  number  of  wounded  to 
be  disposed  of,  the  chief  medical  officer  of  that  place  Avas  instrinded  to 
retain  only  those  who  Avould  be  injured  by  further  transportation,  and 
to  feed,  dress,  and  furnish  the  remainder  Avith  all  things  needed,  and 
send  them  on  to  Martiusbuvg.  By  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  the  Avhole 
number  of  Avouuded,  Avith  the  exception  of  fifteen  mortal  (;ases,  had  been 
removed  from  NeAvtoAvn.  All  the  corps  Avere  amply  supplied  for  this 
emergency,  Avith  the  exception  of  the  Nineteenth,  but  its  urgent  wants 
were  relieved  by  the  others,  until  seA^eral  Avagons,  loaded  with  medical 
stores,  which  had  been  ke])t  at  army  headquarters  to  meet  accidents  of 
this  kind  could  be  brought  from  Winchester,  Avhither  they  had  gone  in 
the  morning  to  preA^ent  capture.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  aAvarded 
the  medical  officers  for  their  energetic  efforts  to  care  for  and  protect  the 
wounded  on  this  trying  occasion,  the  result  of  a  temporary  reverse  to 
our  arms. 

The  general  commanding  not  Avishing  that  even  a  temporary  hos¬ 
pital  should  be  establislnni  at  Martiusburg,  the  wounded  had  to  be 
])laced  in  the  cars  immediately  on  their  arriA  al.  OAving  to  a  deficiency 
of  transportation,  as  Avell  as  to  the  difficulties  of  loading  a  number  of 
cars  in  the  confined  depot  at  that  place,  a  portion  of  the  wounded  of 
each  train  were  placed  in  the  churches,  which  were  fitted  up  as  field  hos¬ 
pitals.  Doctor  Du  Bois,  who  had  been  sent  Avith  orders  to  take  such 
means  as  might  be  necessary  to  ])revent  any  accunudation  of  Avounded, 
reported  that  the  trains  generally  arrived  in  excellent  condition,  feAV 
cases  of  neglect  being  observed,  and  most  of  these  OAving  to  the  exces- 
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sive  fatigue  of  medical  officers.  With  each  train  was  sent  a  surgeon  in 
charge,  a  proper  proportion  of  medical  officers,  stewards,  and  attend¬ 
ants;  also  cooked  rations,  anodynes,  stimulants,  dressings,  &c.,  more 
than  sufficient  to  last  the  usual  number  of  days  in  making  a  trip.  On 
arriving  at  Winchester  these  trains  were  divided  among  the  different 
hospitals,  and  every  man  was  dressed  and  fed  during  the  night  by  a 
large  detail  of  surgeons  and  attendants,  and  the  same  was  repeated  at 
Martinsburg  before  transfer  to  cars.  A  responsible  medical  officer  pro¬ 
vided  with  supplies,  together  with  a  proper  number  of  attendants, 
accompanied  each  train.  As  the  army  was  liable  to  move  suddenly  I 
did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  let  sick  and  wounded  accumulate,  but 
sent  them  to  Winchester,  which  had  been  made  the  receiving  depot, 
using  ambulances  when  the  distance  was  not  great  and  it  was  expedient 
to  do  so.  Notwithstanding  the  distance  wounded  Avere  transported  in 
army  wagons,  in  some  instances  as  far  as  100  miles,  very  few  died  on 
the  road,  which,  Ibrtunately,  was  a  fine  turnpike.  In  November  fifty 
ambulances  were  placed  at  my  disposal,  which  I  turned  over  to  the 
chief  medical  officer  at  Winchester  to  be  used  in  carrying  wounded  to 
Martinsburg.  No  army  wagons  were  either  used  or  required  subsequent 
to  this  date. 

After  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  Stephensoifs  Depot,  five 
miles  from  Winchester,  early  in  December,  the  medical  director  of 
transportation  was  ordered  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  the  medical  pur¬ 
veyor  to  change  his  depot  to  that  place.  I  also  arranged  with  the 
chief  quartermaster  to  have  four  hospital  and  two  passenger  cars  kept 
at  the  above  depot  subject  to  my  orders.  These  made  two,  sometimes 
three,  trips  per  week,  till  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded  was  reduced 
to  less  than  200,  when  the  hospital  cars  alone  were  retained.  The  first 
Aveek  in  January  the  Sheridan  Field  Hospital  was  closed,  leaving  in 
Winchester  only  the  cavalry  and  Nineteenth  Corps  hospitals,  Avhich  I 
designed  keeping  as  long  as  the  army  retained  its  present  position. 

Having  thus  described  the  campaign,  as  far  as  it  related  to  my  depart¬ 
ment,  as  briefly  as  was  consistent  with  the  subject,  I  subjoin  the  folio av- 
ing  list  of  casualties: 


Killed : 

Battle  of  AViiichester* . . . .  659 

Battle  of  Fisher’s  HilP . . . . .  46 

Battle  of  Middletown  or  Cedar  Creek* . , . . .  585 


Total . - . . . . .  1,290 


Wounded : 

Various  skirmishes  occnrrinif  between  August  20  to  September  18,  inclu¬ 
sive . ? . - .  1,026 

Battle  of  AVinchester,  September  19* .  4,  032 

Battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  September  21  and  22*  . , . . .  455 

Skirmishes  from  September  23  to  October  18  . . . . .  402 

Battle  of  Middletown  or  Cedar  Creek,  October  19* . .  -  3,  491 

Skirmishes  from  October  20  to  December  31  .... , . . .  600 


Total . . .  10,006 


Confederate  wounded  who  fell  into  our  hands : 

Battle  of  AVinchester . .  846 

Battle  of  AliddletoAvn  or  Cedar  Creek .  451 

Sent  from  hospitals  at  Plarrisonburg .  135 


Total .  1,432 


*  But  see  revised  tables,  pp.  118, 124, 137. 
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The  consolidated  classihed  returns  of  wounds  and  injuri(*s  already 
forwarded  for  the  battles  ofWinchester,  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  Middletown 
(or  Cedar  Creek),  account  for  6,311,  while  the  actual  number  was  7,978. 
This  discrepancy  will  always  occur  after  a  battle  if  the  army  soon  after 
moves  and  the  wounded  are  sent  to  the  rear,  because  to  obtain  full  and 
accurate  lists  is  the  work  of  many  hours  and  they  require  a  greater 
number  of  medical  officers  than  can  be  spared  from  more  urgent  duties. 
The  total  number  of  amputations  after  these  battles  was  388.  All  these 
were  primary  and  generally  skillfully  performed. 

The  surgery  in  all  these  battles  was  as  good  as  witnessed  elsewhere  in 
the  field,  and  usually  refiected  credit  on  the  operators.  As  the  wounded 
were  sent  to  the  rear  very  soon  after  each  battle,  many  operations 
could  not  be  performed  until  they  arrived  in  Winchester. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  disease  from  August  27  to  the  31st 
of  December  was  fifty-three,  c  •  The  highest  rates  of  sick  present  during 
that  period  was  5  per  cent,  out  of  a  mean  strength  of  47,054  men,  and 
the  lowest  rates  2^  per  cent,  out  of  a  mean  strength  of  38,444.  This 
low  rate  of  sickness,  at  a  time  when  the  troops  were  harassed  and  over¬ 
fatigued  by  repeated  battles  and  skirmishes,  can  be  attributed  to  the 
healthfulness  of  the  climate  and  the  quantity  of  good  vegetable  food 
I)rocured  solely  from  the  country. 

It  is  due  to  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  at  Win¬ 
chester,  and  to  Surg.  F.  V.  Hayden,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  the  chief  medical 
officer,  to  say  that  these  hospitals  were  never  surpassed  by  any  depot 
hospitals  in  neatness  and  comfort,  and  the  very  moderate  number  of 
deaths.  ^ 

To  Asst.  Surg.  H.  A.  Du  Bois,  IT.  S.  Army,  assistant  medical  director, 
I  am  indebted  for  the  energy  and  executive  skill  shown  in  so  Avell  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  many  thousand  wounded  after  the  battle  ofWinchester, 
which  was  a  task  of  jio  ordinary  magnitude. 

The  medical  corps  has  contributed  more  than  its  share  to  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  during  the  campaign.  Asst.  Surg.  Isaac  Smith, 
jr.,  TAventy-sixth  Massachusetts  (Nineteenth  Corps),  AA^as  Avounded  at 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  and  Asst.  Surg.  John  T.  Scearce,  ElcA^entli 
Indiana  (Nineteenth  Corps),  was  Avounded  at  the  battle  of  Middletown 
or  Cedar  Creek.  Surg.  W.  H.  Kulisou,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry, 
medical  director  of  the  cavalry,  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  Smitli- 
field,  Va.,  August  29,  1864.  Surg.  J.  B.  Coover,  Sixth  Penusyl\"ania 
Cavalry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  E.  Ohlenschlager,  U.  S.  Army,  acting 
medical  inspector,  died  of  wounds  received  from  guerrillas,  and  Surg. 
Thomas  J.  Shannon,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  (Army  of  West 
Virginia),  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Middletown  or  Cedar 
Creek,  October  19,  1864,  and  died  the  following  day.  By  the  death  of 
these  officers  the  profession  has  lost  experienced  and  valuable  members, 
and  tl)e  country  earnest  and  faithful  soldiers. 

A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  (IHISELIN, 
Stirffcmij  U.  S.  Arnrj/. 

Tlie  Suugeon-Oeneual  of  the  Aiima  . 

This  (loen  not  include  the  dentlis  of  nien  hidouoing  to  the  command  in  geueral 
hospitals. 

10  R  R— a^OL  XLlll,  FT  I 
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Iiejfort  of  C(q>t.  Ovran  H.  Howard^  /Signal  Corps,  IL  iS.  Army,  Chief 
/Signal  Officer,  of  operations  October  M-Novcmber  1. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Near  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  November  1,  1804. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  siihiiiit  the  following  report  of  the  signal 
cletachinent  under  my  command  since  the  14th  of  October,  18()4: 

On  the  14th,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Major-General  Sheridan 
of  that  date,  1  assumed  command  of  the  signal  detachment  serving  with 
tlie  ai’iny  in  tlie  held,  and  took  immediate  measures  to  acquaint  myself 
Avith  the  i)osition  and  condition  of  officers,  men,  and  imblic  property 
pertaining  to  it.  I  found  the  records  of  the  detachment  incomxilete  and 
Aany  imperfect 5  little  or  no  data  could  be  found  from  which  1  could 
gather  such  information  as  Avas  necessary,  touching  the  past  conduct 
and  efficiency  of  officers  or  men.  I  could  barely  ascertain  the  names 
and  number  of  the  men  properly  belonging  to  the  command.  Some  ot 
the  men  whose  names  a])peared  upon  the  rolls  could  neither  be  found 
nor  accounted  for.  An  inordinately  large  number  of  men  are  reported 
sick  in  hospital.  They  have  been  so  reported  for  so  long  a  time  that 
a  doubt  exists  in  my  mind  as  to  its  correctness.  On  the  part  of  officers 
and  men  there  seemed  to  be  but  limited  ideas  of  any  accountability  to 
any  one  for  their  oAvn  conduct,  or  the  manner  in  A\diicli  they  discharged 
or  failed  to  discharge  their  duties,  or  of  responsibility  for  the  publics 
liroperty  i)laced  in  their  charge.  The  men  I  found  very  poorly  clothed, 
and  badly  sux)plied  with  cam})  equipage  and  apparatus  for  cooking  their 
rations.  Transiiortation  was  entirely  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the 
command.  I  at  once  ax^j^ointed  a  quartermaster,  directed  him  to  make 
requisition  for  such  x>i'ox)erty  as  Avas  needed,  and  disi)atched  him  to 
Martinsburg  and  Cumberland  to  obtain  it.  He  Avas  x^^irtly  successful, 
and  the  Avants  of  the  command  are  to  a  certain  extent  suxiidied.  The 
men  have  been  neither  mustered  nor  xiaid  for  nearly  a  year.  1  am  now 
mustering  the  detachment  for  x>ayment.  The  facts  above  mentioned 
militate  in  a  great  degree  against  the  efficiency  of  the  detachment,  and 
it  will  take  much  time  and  labor  to  make  it  what  it  should  be. 

During  the  ])ast  lialf  month  I  have  issued  such  orders  as  I  deemed 
requisite  for  the  x>roxmr  conduct  and  government  of  the  detachment. 
The  stations  in  operation  uxion  my  assuming  command  Avere,  one  in  the 
Nineteenth  Coiqis  front,  commanding  a  view  of  the  country  between  our 
lines  and  those  of  the  enemy,  and  one  at  headquarters,  in  communication 
Avith  it.  From  the  former  station  the  enemy’s  signals  on  Eound  Toxi 
south  of  Fisher’s  Hill  could  be  read.  Lieutenants  Fortney  and  Jones, 
in  charge,  took  doAvn  their  numbers,  and  Lieutenant  Halsted,  by  means 
of  the  I’^bel  signal  code,  deciphered  by  Lieutenant  Cross  and  himself 
some  time  before,  translated  the  enemy’s  messages,  some  of  Avhich  were 
of  the  greatest  imx)ortance  touching  moA-ements  of  his  trooxis.  These 
stations  Avere  in  operation  until  the  morning  of  the  10th,  when  the  army 
Avas  driven  from  its  x^osition  by  the  rebels.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment,  having  been  compelled  to  fall 
back  by  the  enemy,  Avere  collected  together  at  a  iioint  tAVO  miles  north 
of  Middletown,  where  it  was  halted  in  readiness  for  duty.  During  the 
day,  accomx^anied  by  Lieutenants  Cross  and  Ireland,  I  visited  several 
Xioints  along  the  front,  Avitli  a  view  to  rendering  such  service  as  iiracti- 
cable,  but  owing  to  the  rajhdity  of  themoA^ements  of  the  army,  no  duty 
was  iierformed  excex)t  by  Lieutenant  Mayell,  with  the  Third  Division 
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Cavalry,  and  Lieuteuaut  Caswell,  with  First  Division  Cavalry, .  who 
acted  as  aides  to  the  commanding  general.  At  night  the  detachment 
returned  to  the  camp  from  which  it  had  been  driven  in  the  morning. 

On  tlie  20th  the  cavalry  pursued  the  enemy  southward.  Lieutenant 
Cross  established  a  station  on  Kound  Top,  in  communication  with  head¬ 
quarters,  placing  Lieutenants  Fortney  and  Butcher  in  charge  at  Bound 
Top,  and  Lieutenants  Ireland  and  Jones  at  headquarters.  Upon  the 
return  of  the  cavalry  this  line  was  abandoned.  Three-Top  Mountain 
being  now  in  our  i)ossession,  a  station  was  established  thereon,  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Fortney  and  Butcher  in  charge.  From  this  station  a  view  of 
the  valley  is  had  as  far  up  as  Woodstock.  For  it  a  guard  of  fifty  men 
was  furnished  by  the  general  commanding.  Through  Three  Top  com¬ 
munication  was  at  once  established  from  these  headquarters  to  a  sta¬ 
tion  at  General  Poweirs  headquarters,  in' charge  of  Lieutenant  Bari- 
teau.  This  line  is  still  open  and  in  constant  use. 

On  the  23d  Lieutenant  Ireland  was  sent  to  General  Getty\s  headquar- 
tei  s,  near  Strasbiirg,  where  he  established  a  station  in  direct  communi¬ 
cation  A\dth  these  headquarters  and  with  the  station  of  observation  on 
Three  Top.  This  line  is  still  open. 

On  the  27th  Lieutenants  Halsted,  Mayell,  and  Caswell,  who  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Cavalry  Corps,  were  relieved  from  duty  therewith  by 
my  order,  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Winchester,  with  a  view  to  open¬ 
ing  communication  thence  to  these  head(iuarters.  Lieutenants  Hal¬ 
sted  and  Caswell  are  assigned  to  the  station  at  Winchester,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Mayell  and  Muhleman  to  the  intermediate  station  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  on  Bound  Hill.  The  officers  left  for  these  stations  on  the  28th. 
Communication  is  not  yet  o])en. 

During  tlie  hist  half  month  I  have  sent  Private  Truesdell  to  AVash- 
ington  for  such  signal  equipments  and  stores  as  are  immediately  re¬ 
quired.  Lieutenant  Merritt,  whom  I  appointed  quartermaster  of  the 
detaehnient,  has  been  dismissed  tlie  service,  and  Lieutenant  Hall,  acting 
in  his  place,  has  applied  to  be  relieved  from  duty  with  the  corps.  His 
ap])li(,'ation  has  been  approved. 

Lieutenant  Clyde,  reported  to  be  under  arrest  at  Cumberland,  Md., 
has  been  ordered,  witli  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general,  to 
report  for  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

6.  H.  HOWABD, 
Captain  and  Chief  hiipnal  Officer. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  L.  Nioodemus, 

Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer^  U.  S.  Army,  Washingtoa^  JJ.  C. 

A  DDE  X  1)  A  . 

AVinchesteb,  December  ^0,  1801. 
Capt.  O.  H.  Howard,  * 

Chief  Signal  Officer^  Middle  Military  Division: 

Dear  Sir:  it  is  with  jdeasure  I  am  enabled  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  services  rendered  the  Government  by  the  detachment  of  tlie 
Signal  Corps  under  your  command.  Notwithstanding  tlw‘  obstacles 
that  existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  prevent  its  per¬ 
fect  efficiency,  the  duties  being  new  to  many  of  its  officers  and  men,  I 
am  obliged  to  admit  that  of  late  these  obstacles  have  been  surmounted 
and  the  duties  have  been  ])erformed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  (‘licit  from 
me  this  bricT  ai^knowledgment  of  approbation. 

1  am,  cajitain,  yours  truly, 

P.  H.  SHFBIDAN, 

Major- (jcneral^  U.  S.  Army. 
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keiwrt  of  Lieut.  Edward  L.  Halsted^  Fortieth  Xetr  Yorl'  Infantry., 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer^  of  operations  September  ISO. 

Headquarteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

Signal  Department, 
Harrisonburg,  Ya.,  October  4,  1864. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor ■  to  submit  the  following’ report  of  oi)er- 
ations  for  the  month  of  September: 

1st  and  3d,  army  at  Charlestown,  A^a.  3d,  army  moved  to  Berryville; 
19th,  to  AVinchester;  20th,  to  Strasburgj  22d,  to  Edenburgj  24th,  to 
New  Alarket;  25th,  to  Harrisonburg. 

1st  and  2d,  stations  in  operation  from  Charlestown  to  Alaryland 
Heights,  the  latter  being  also  a  x>ost  of  observation.  3d,  station 
at  CharlestowC  withdrawn.  3d  to  12th,  unsuccessful  in  keeping  up 
communication  betAveen  headquarters,  near  Berryville,  and  Maryland 
Heights,  owing  to  weather  and  atmosphere;  distance  in  direct  line, 
eighteen  miles.  Lieutenant  Merritt  ordered  to  headquarters  General 
Averell,  commanding  Second  Division  Cavalry,  at  Leetown,  who  opened 
communication  Avith  Alaryland  Heights  at  dark.  13th,  Lieutenant 
Brault  ordered  to  Haiqier’s  Ferry  to  communicate  with  Maryland 
Heights ;  to  forward  di  spatches  north.  14th  and  15th,  endeavored  to  find 
a  jioint  for  an  intermediate  station  between  headquarters  and  Alary- 
land  Heights,  communication  being  frequently  interrupted  by  the 
atmosphere  and  other  causes,  together  with  the  distance.  Lieutenant 
Jones  Avas  sent  to  CharlestoAvn  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  such  a  point; 
returned;  reported  a  tower  fifty  feet  high  necessary  to  communicate; 
this  point  Avas  about  midway  between  the  tAvo  stations;  oxierations 
toward  the  construction  of  said  tower  ordered  by  commanding  general 
to  be  suspended  for  the  present.  17th,  Lieutenant  Muhleman  estab¬ 
lished  station  at  Martinsburg,  communicating  with  Maryland  Heights 
and  General  AA^erell.  One  brigade  of  cavalry  stationed  at  Martins¬ 
burg,  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  18th,  communication  bet Aveen  the 
various  stations  continued.  19th,  during  the  battle  no  stations  estab- 
tablished,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  country,  which  prevented  lines 
of  communication.  The  enemy  being  concealed,  no  observations  could 
be  made.  22d,  at  Strasburg ;  no  stations  could  be  located  to  advantage, 
as  explained  in  daily  record.  23d,  during  the  march  of  the  army 
Lieutenants  Jones  and  Butcher  occupied  the  station  on  Round  Hill, 
but  could  discover  no  movements  of  the  enemy,  they  being  too  far  dis¬ 
tant.  24th,  stations  of  communication  were  established  during  the 
march  on  the  flanks,  front,  and  rear.  25th,  Lieutenants  Merritt  and 
Fortney  occui)ied  the  extreme  southern  j)eak  of  Peaked  Mountain, 
overlooking  the  entire  position  of  the  enemy,  which  was  reiiorted  to 
commanding  general  at  dark.  27th,  communication  with  the  mountain 
uj)  to  this  date  uninterrupted.  Latter  stations  opened  communication 
with  Lieutenant  AViggins  at  headquarters  General  Merritt,  command¬ 
ing  First  Division  Cavalry,  at  or  near  Port  Republic,  being  the  extreme 
front  and  left  of  the  army.  28th,  stations  and  communications  all 
right.  29th,  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  moved  to  Mount  Crawford, 
seven  miles  south  of  Harrisonburg;  Lieutenant  Caswell  opened  station 
at  headquarters  Sixth  Corps,  communicating  with  these  headquarters. 
30th,  the  tAvo  coiqis  above  mentioned  returned  to  Harrisonburg.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Caswell,  after  being  relieved  by  Lieutenant  AViggins,  returned. 
Cavalry  replaced  infantry  at  latter  point.  Station  on  Peaked  Mountain 
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still  coutiniies;  it'  commands  a  complete  view  of  the  two  valleys, 
Luray  and  Shenandoah,  from  the  Blue  Eidge  to  the  Alleghany,  from 
New  Market  and  Luray  to  Staunton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  L.  HALSTED, 

Second  Lieuienant  and  Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Spencer, 

Signal  Corpn^  U.  S.  Army.,  Washington.,  J).  C. 


'  No.  11. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sirth 
Army  Corps,  of  operations  Angust  O-Octoher  10  and  October  19. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  18,  1864. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Sixth  ('orps  in  the  battle  of  the  Opequon,  on  the  19th 
of  September : 

On  the  18th  of  that  month  orders  were  received  from  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  Middle  Military  Idvision,  about  2  p.  m.,  to  move  upon  the 
enemy,  but  before  the  command  had  been  actually  started  the  orders 
were  countermanded  with  the  understanding  that  the  movement  was 
delayed  till  the  next  day  only.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the 
orders  to  march  were  repeated,  directing  the  movement  to  commence 
at  2  a.  m.  of  the  19th,  with  the  Sixth  Corps  in  advance,  followed  by 
the  Nineteenth,  taking  the  route  by  the  Berryville  and  Winchester 
pike,  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  Brevet  Major-General  Crook, 
then  at  Summit  Point,  to  follow  up  the  movement  and  halt  at  the 
Opequon  crossing  till  further  orders.  Brevet  Major-General  Emory,  ♦ 
commanding  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  was  instructed  to  report  to  me  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Opequon .  Starting  promptly  at  the  hour  designated, 
the  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Getty  commanding,  leading,  the 
corps  crossed  the  country  to  a  point  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester 
I)ike  about  two  miles  from  the  Opequon,  where  we  met  the  head  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  column,  which,  by  a  shorter  route,  had  just  come  up, 
though  probably  starting  later.  ^  Halting  the  Nineteenth  Corps  for  the 
Sixth  to  pass,  the  march  was  continued  to  the  Opequon,  where,  learning 
that  Wilson’s  division  of  cavalry,  which  had  preceded  the  infantry 
advance,  had  crossed  the  creek,  passed  through  the  defile  of  some  two 
or  three  miles  in  length  on  the  other  side,  and  was  holding  the  rolling 
ground  beyond,  I  ordered,  Avith  the  approbation  of  Major-General 
Sheridan,  the  halting  of  all  trains,  and  the  proiniit  advance  of  the 
infantry  with  one  battery  of  artillery,  the  rest  of  the  artillery  being  held 
back  till  it  could  be  ascertained  that  it  would  not  impede  the  adA^ance 
of  the  infantry  columns  through  the  narroAv  gorge  alluded  to. 

After  passing  the  defile  the  infantry  was  promptly  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  with  the  Second  Division  on  the  left,  next  the  Third  Division, 
and  then  the  First  Division  in  reserve,  with  the  First  Ncav  York  Inde¬ 
pendent  Battery,  Lieut.  W.  H.  Johnson  commanding,  on  the  right. 
The  remaining  artillery  was  promptly  brought  up,  and  three  other  bat¬ 
teries,  viz,  the  Fifth  Maine,  Battery  M,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery,  and  C, 
First  Eliod(*  Island  Liglit  Artillery,  Avere  placed  in  i)osition  on  the 


150  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  YA.,  W.  VA.,  ^\D.,  AND  PA.  [^^uap.  LY 

corps  front  by  the  chief  of  artillery,  Col.  0.  H.  Tompkins.  The  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  commanding,  folloAved,  and 
^yas  posted  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  connecting %ith  the  Sixth  Corps. 
The  order  of  battle  of  this  corps  will  no  donbt  be  described  by  General 
Emory  in  his  report;  that  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was  designed  to  be  in 
two  lines  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  the  First  being  held  in 
reserve;  but  the  necessities  of  the  case  required  that  the  Second  Divis¬ 
ion  should  be  in  great  part  in  one  line  in  order  to  cover  the  ground,  as  is 
more  fully  explained  in  the  report  of  General  Getty,  commanding  that 
division. 

As  fast  as  the  infantry  arrived  the  cavalry  of  General  Wilsoifs 
division  was  relieved,  skirmishers  were  sent  forward,  and  the  cavalry 
battery  replaced  by  the  First  New  York  Independent,  as  already 
stated.  The  formation  was  effected  under  a  v^ery  annoying  fire  of  the 
enemy.  When  the  infantry  lines  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps 
were  formed  the  order  for  advance  was  given.  This  was  at  11.40 
a.  m.,  and  the  two  corxDs  moved  handsomely  to  the  front,  driving  for 
a  time  everything  before  them.  After  a  considerable  advance  of  the 
infantry  and  artillery  a  most  determined  charge  of  the  enemy  was 
made  on  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  crowding  it  back,  and  then 
turning  on  the  flank  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  threatened  a 
disaster  to  the  day.  It  was  too  early  in  th(^  battle  to  choose  to  put  in 
the  reserve  of  the  Sixth  Coiq^s,  but  seeing  that  the  fate  of  the  day 
depended  on  the  emifioyment  of  this  force  I  at  once  sent  it  in,  and 
directed  Colonel  Tompkins,  chief  of  artillery,  to  hold  two  of  his  bat¬ 
teries  in  position  and  turn  them  on  the  advancing  column,  they  being 
the  only  ones  having  a  fire  on  this  x)art  of  the  enemy’s  lines.  The  First 
Division  moved  admirably  on  the  enemy,  and  the  })atteries  with  can¬ 
ister  opened  uxron  them  with  murderous  effect,  the  two  driving  them 
back  in  much  disorder.  This  was  the  turning  point  in  the  conflict. 
Getty,  on  the  left,  with  jr^^rt  of  Eicketts’  division  not  involved  in 
the  break,  maintained  their  front,  and  fell  back  only  to  secure  their 
lines  and  preserve  their  connection  with  the  right.  For  some  time 
after  the  opposing  ranks  were  conqraratively  quiet,  neither  side  mak¬ 
ing  any  serious  demonstration,  the  interval  being  employed  in  arrang¬ 
ing  the  lines  and  preparing  for  another  advance. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  command  of  Major-General  Crook  had  been 
brought  u}),  formed  on  the  extreme  right,  and  about  4  p.  m.  advanced 
upon  the  enemy’s  left.  Seeing  the  success  of  this  movement,  I  at  once 
ordered  forward  the  Nineteenth  and  Sixth  Corps,  and  a  few  moments 
later  received  orders  to  the  same  effect  from  Major-General  Sheridan. 
From  this  moment  till  night  closed  the  pursuit  everything  went  favor¬ 
ably,  the  enemy  being  driven  at  all  points  toward  and  beyond  Win¬ 
chester,  though  many  parts  of  our  line  met  with  obstinate  and  san¬ 
guinary  resistance  at  various  points.  Our  men,  however,  were  in  the 
best  of  spirits,  and  nothing  could  resist  their  determined  advance. 
After  our  forces  reached  Winchester  the  enemy  made  a  show  of  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  Strasburg  road,  and  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  changed 
front  with  the  design  of  again  attacking,  but  the  opposing  line  fell 
back,  and  darkness  and  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  men,  who  had 
been  on  foot  since  2  a.  m.  and  had  gone  through  a  long  and  hard  con¬ 
tested  battle,  precluded  farther  pursuit  for  the  time.  Eest  was  abso¬ 
lutely  indisx)en  sable  to  all,  and  the  troops  were  ordered  into  camp  for 
the  night. 

In  presenting  this  brief  and  very  general  description  of  tlu'  events 
of  the  day,  I  have  not  attempted  to  giA  c  a  detailed  acciount  of  the 
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gallant  actions  of  the  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  of  the  corps. 
They  are  shown  in  the  reports  of  their  commanders  herewith,  and  are 
to  be  taken  in  connection  with  this  in  order  to  have  a  perfect  idea  of 
the  obstinacy  of  the  action,  the  various  minor  movements  made  by 
their  respective  commanders  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  moment, 
and  to  present  the  gallant  conduct  of  officers  and  men  on  this  hard- 
fought  field,  to  whose  bravery  the  country  is  indebted,  so  far  as  this 
corps  is  concerned,  for  the  success  of  the  day.  Keither  have  I  referred 
to  other  commands  further  than  was  necessary  to  x)resent  a  general 
and  connected  history  of  the  battle.  Much  in  regard  to  them  which 
fell  under  my  own  observation,  and  that  of  the  most  imi)ortant  and 
gallant  character,  has  been  omitted  entirely  as  having  no  reference  to 
the  movements  of  this  corps.  The  battle  of  the  Opequon  afibrds  a  rare 
example  in  the  many  hard-fought  fields  of  this  war  in  which  all  the 
arms  of  service  could  co-operate  with  full  effect.  Infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery  had  their  full  share  in  the  operations  of  the  day,  and  their 
movements  were  in  entire  harmony.  The  artillery  of  this  corps  alone 
expended  eighteen  army  wagon-loads  of  ammunition,  and  all  with  good 
effect  upon  the  results  of  the  conflict.  All  of  my  batteries  were  effect¬ 
ively  engaged. 

To  specify  particular  officers  or  organizations  where  all  did  so  well, 
where  almost  every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty  gallantly,  would  seem 
invidious,  and  I  shall  therefore  speak  only  of  my  staff,  who  each  and  all 
performed  their  whole  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  of  the  division 
commanders.  Generals  Eicketts,  Getty,  and  Upton,  and  Colonel  Tomp¬ 
kins,  chief  of  artillery,  who,  by  their  gallantry  and  the  skill  with  which 
they  handled  their  resi^ective  commands,  did  much  toward  securing 
the  successes  of  the  day.  For  the  distinguished  services  of  brigade 
and  regimental  commanders  and  individual  officers  I  would  refer  to 
the  rex)orts  herewith. 

In  closing  this  report  I  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  gallant 
commander  of  the  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  D.  A.  Bussell,  who  lost 
his  life  while  bravely  leading  his  command  into  action  at  a  critical 
period  of  the  battle — an  officer  whose  merits  were  not  measured  by  his 
rank,  whose  zeal  never  outran  his  discretion,  whose  abilities  were  never 
unequal  to  the  occasion,  a  man  tenderly  just  to  his  friends  and  heartily 
generous  to  his  foes.  In  the  memory  of  this  entire  command  there  will 
ever  live  a  sincerity  of  admiration  and  res|iect,  a  richness  of  glorious 
recollections  to  foster  the  widespread  influence  which  his  life  created, 
worthy  only  of  such  a  character  and  of  deeds  like  his. 

A  nominal  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  rej^ort;*  also  the  reports 
of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Upton,  while  commanding  First  Division;  Brig.  Gen. 
G.  W.  Getty,  commanding  Second  Division;  Brig.  Gen.  James  B. 
Ricketts,  commanding  Third  Division;  Brig.  Gen.  D.  D.  Bidwell,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Col.  J.  M.  Warner,  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Col.  George  P.  Foster,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Col.  6.  Edwards,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division;  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Upton,  while  in 
comiTiand  of  Second  Brigade,  First  Division;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  L.  Oaiii])- 
bell,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division ;  Maj.  Henry  B.  Dalton, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  First  Division;  Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division;  Colonel  Mackenzie,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery;  Ca])tain 
Douw,  commanding  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers;  Capt.  H.  C.  Fisk,  commanding  Sixty-fifth  Yew  York  Volunt(*ers; 
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Capt.  F.  J.  liaiulall,  commandiug'  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Yoliin- 
teers;  Capt.  James  McKnight,  commanding  Battery  M,  Fifth  U.  S. 
Artillery;  First  Lieut.  Jacob  H.  Lamb,  commanding  Battery  C,  First 
Khode  Island  Light  Artillery ;  First  Lieut.  O.  B.  Van  Etten,  commanding 
First  New  York  Independent  Battery;  Capt.  G.  W.  Adams,  command¬ 
ing  Battery  G,  Firgt Khode  Island  Light  Artillery;  Capt.  G.  T.  Stevens, 
Fifth  Battery  Maine  Yolunteers;  Capt.  W.  H.  McCartney,  Battery  A, 
Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General^  Commandimj  Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera^  Middle  AHlitary  Division. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  18,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  corps  in  the  battle  at  Fisher’s  Hill  on  the  22d  of 
September,  including  the  operations  of  the  preceding  day,  which  were 
preliminary  thereto : 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  September  the  Sixth  Corps  moved 
about  daylight  from  Winchester  for  Strasburg,  taking  the  left  of  the 
pike,  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  Major-General  Emory  commanding,  taking 
the  right.  Following  the  line  of  the  pike,  this  corps  crossed  Cedar 
Creek,  taking  position  on  the  right  overlooking  Strasburg,  while  the 
Nineteenth  was  posted  on  the  left,  extending  nearly  to  the  road  from 
Strasburg  to  Front  Eoyal,  which  was  covered  by  a  detached  force  from 
General  Emory’s  command.  Early  on  the  21st,  the  Nineteenth  Coit)s 
having  been  thrown  forward  with  its  left  at  the  old  fort  near  Stras¬ 
burg,  I  moved  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  right,  and,  passing  the  Nine¬ 
teenth,  drove  off  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  and  took  position  in  front  of 
the  rebel  intrenchments  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  Soon  after  establishing  the 
line — which  was  formed  in  the  order  from  left  to  right  of  the  First, 
Second,  and  part  of  the  Third  Divisions,  tbe  remainder  of  the  latter 
being  in  reserve — I  Avent  to  the  right  in  company  with  Major-General 
Sheridan,  and  found  tlie  enemy  in  possession  of  a  position  to  the  right 
and  front  which  it  Avas  desirable  to  obtain,  and  which  was  strongly 
held  by  him.  Three  regiments,  tAvo  from  the  Third  and  one  from  the 
Second  Dhusion,  were  sent  to  take  it,  but  Avithout  success,  when  the 
remainder  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division — to  Avhicli  one  of  these 
regiments  belonged — Avas  ordered  to  carry  it.  It  Avas  done  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  Col.  J.  M.  AVarner,  Eleventh  Yermont  (First  Yermont 
Heavy  Artillery),  commanding  the  attacking  force.  This  movement 
Avas  of  tlie  greatest  importance  to  the  operations  of  the  next  day,  as  it 
gave  us  a  a  ieAv  of  the  enemy’s  line  and  afforded  excellent  positions  for 
artillery,  of  Avhicli  Ave  availed  ourseKes  in  the  more  important  struggle 
of  the  22d.  Having  secured  this  commanding  point,  the  corps  Avas 
at  once  moved  forward  and  to  the  right  to  occupy  it,  a  movement 
Avhich,  in  the  darkness,  and  owing  to  the  intricacies  of  the  ground,  cut 
up  by  raAines  and  covered  by  dense  woods,  took  nearly  all  night  to 
accomplish.  This  movement  of  the  Sixth  Corps  occasioned  a  corre¬ 
sponding  one  on  the  part  of  the  Nineteenth,  Avhich  was  accomplished 
early  the  next  morning.  In  the  meaiiAA^hile  the  troops  had  intrenched 
themselves  and  the  position  Avas  secure  and  the  artillery  had  been 
brought  forAvard. 
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The  plan  of  attack  upon  the  enemy’s  line  on  the  22(1  was,  that  while 
the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  acting  as  a  movable  force,  was  to  advance 
far  to  our  right  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left,  the  two  other  corps  should 
engage  him  in  front,  and  to  secure  the  success  of  this  movement  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  which  almost  turned  our  right, 
Avere  to  be  driven  back  and  the  artillery  on  his  left  silenced.  To  effect 
this  Eicketts’  divisioiT  Avas  sent  to  the  right  with  orders  to  drive  off  the 
skirmishers  already  spoken  of,  and  then  to  advance  to  a  designated 
position  in  front.  In  this  movement  Eicketts  was  to  be  accompanied  by 
the  cavalry  command  of  Averell  so  as  to  permit  Crook’s  infantry  to 
advance  around  the  right  and  turn  the  enemy’s  left  unperceived. 
Eicketts’  movement  was  an  entire  success.  The  three  rifle  batteries  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  Avere  put  in  position  and  by  tlieir  effective  fire  aided 
much  in  the  success  of  the  Avhole  movement,  firing  not  only  on  the 
enemy’s  batteries  bearing  upon  Eicketts,  but  upon  a  battery  farther  to 
our  right  which  was  being  used  Avith  much  effect  on  Crook’s  advancing 
column.  Soon  after  Eicketts  had  gained  the  designated  position  the 
other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  were  advanced  to  within  some  700  or 
800  yards  of  the  enemy’s  AAmrks.  Orders  were  sent  to  Eicketts  to  assault 
as  soon  as  Crook  gained  his  flank,  which  he  did  in  the  most  gallant  and 
successful  manner,  while  almost  simultaneously  the  Second  and  First 
Divisions  were  moved  on  the  enemy’s  works.  The  result  Avas  a  com¬ 
plete  success.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  his  almost  impregnable 
line  in  perfect  disorder,  prisoners  and  artillery  falling  into  our  hands, 
Avhile  his  forces  fled  in  the  greatest  disorder.  Nothing  but  night  savetl 
his  army  from  utter  annihilation.  Some  of  the  positions  assaulted  by 
the  corps  were  almost  unassailable,  the  approaches  being  difficult  to 
climb,  and  the  Avorks  covered  by  abatis  of  no  mean  strength.  Yet  our 
men,  flushed  Avith  the  vi(dory  of  the  Opequon,  disregarding  all  obstacles, 
and  under  a  heavy  tire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  moved  gallantly  for- 
AA^ard,  carried  the  works,  and  pursued  the  enemy  till  after  dark,  when 
they  were  halted  to  adjust  their  lines  broken  up  in  the  attack  over 
ground  almost  imi)assable.  After  the  delay  necessary  to  this  formation 
of  the  lines  the  troops,  though  much  exhausted,  were  pushed  forward  in 
pursuit,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  leading,  and  soon  after  daylight  were 
halted  beyond  Woodstock  for  rest  and  refreshment. 

The  annals  of  the  war  present,  perhaps,  no  more  glorious  vhdory 
than  this.  The  enemy’s  lines,  chosen  in  an  almost  impregnable  position, 
and  fortified  with  much  care,  had  been  most  gallantly  carried  by  assault, 
capturing  most  of  his  artillery,  a  large  number  of  prisoiiers,  and  send¬ 
ing  his  army  ‘‘on  the  run,”  in  the  most  disorderly  manner ;  and  all  this 
from  the  impetuosity  of  the  attack,  Avith  an  absurdly  small  loss  on  our 
part. 

As  at  the  battle  of  the  Opequon  three  days  before,  all,  both  officers  and 
men,  behaved  splendidly,  and  it  is  scarcely  just  to  discriminate.  As  then, 
the  division  commanders.  Generals  Eicketts,  Getty,  and  Wheaton,  dis- 
tiiiguished  themselves  for  the  gallantry  with  which  they  fought  their 
commands,  and  are  entitled  to  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Government, 
as  are  the  commanders  of  brigades  and  regiments,  with  numerous  indi¬ 
vidual  officers,  for  Avhose  conduct  on  that  day  I  refer  Avith  pleasure  to 
the  reports  herewith. 

To  my  own  staff’  I  desire  to  express  my  acknowledgments,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  on  many  a  well-fought  field,  they  oiui  and  all  did  their  duty  gal¬ 
lantly  and  AA^ell  regardless  of  danger. 

To  the  noble  c,ori)S  of  the  American  army  which  I  liave  tlie  honor  to 
command  I  desire  to  express  my  ac.knoAvkMlgments  lor  their  gallant 
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conduct,  botli  officers  and  men,  in  the  battles  ol*  tlie  lOtli  and  22d 
of  September.  As  in  tlie  many  fiercely  contested  struggles  from  the 
Rapidan  to  Petersburg,  they  have  earned  by  their  bravery,  their 
successes,  and  their  losses  the  gratitude  of  their  country  and  the 
cause  for  which  they  have  battled,  and  the  approval  of  their  fellow 
soldiers,  side  by  side  with  whom  they  have  fought.  And  their  crown¬ 
ing  achievements  in  the  battles  of  the  Valley  will  be  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  each  and  every  one  of  them,  whose  greatest  glory  will  be  the 
claim  to  have  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

A  nominal  list*  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report;  also  the' 
reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Getty,  commanding  Second  Division ;  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  B.  Ricketts,  commanding  Third  Division;  Brig.  Gen.  D.  D. 
Bidwell,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Col.  J.  M. 
Warner,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Col.  George  P. 
Foster,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  L.  Campbell,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division;  Col.  Joseph 
B.  Hamblin,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division ;  Colonel  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  commanding  Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Olcott,  commanding  One  hundred  and  twenty-first 
N^ew  York  Volunteers;  Capt.  H.  C.  Fisk,  commanding  Si^ty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers;  Capt.  F.  J.  Randall,  commanding  Mnety-fifth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers;  Capt.  James  McKiiight,  commanding  Battery  AI, 
Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery;  First  Lieut.  J.  H.  Lamb,  commanding  Battery  C, 
First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery ;  Lieut.  O.  R.  V an  Etten,  commanding 
First  New  York  Independent  Battery;  Capt.  G.  W.  Adams,  command¬ 
ing  Battery  G,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery;  Capt.  G.  T.  Stevens, 
commanding  Fifth  Battery  Alaine  Volunteers;  Capt.  AY.  H.  AIcCartney, 
commanding  Battery  A,  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

.  H.  G.  AVRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Aliddle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  18.,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters Aliddle  Alil- 
itary  Division,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  command  from  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Alilitary  Division  up  to  the  10th  instant: 

On  the  6th  day  of  August  this  corps  arrived  at  Halltown  from  the 
Monocacy  River  and  took  position  there  on  the  right,  the  Second  Divis¬ 
ion,  Brigadier-General  Getty,  resting  near  to  and  on  the  right  of  the 
pike,  connecting  with  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  Third  Division,  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Ricketts,  on  the  right  of  the  Second,  and  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Brigadier-General  Russell,  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Third, 
extending  almost  to  the  Potomac,  with  the  picket-line  reaching  to  that 
river.  Tlie  corps  remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  the  lOth, 
when  it  moved  at.  5  a.  m.,  under  directions  from  headquarters  Aliddle 
Military  Division,  through  Charlestown,  and  thence  to  a  point  on  the 
Berryville  and  Aliddleway  pike  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  its 
junction  with  the  AVinchester  and  Berryville  pike,  and  designated  in 
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the  order  of  inavcli  as  Clifton.  It  encamped  liere  that  niglit,  tlie  Kine- 
teentli  Corps  being  on  its  left,  and  Colonel  Lowell’s  brigade  of  cavalry 
at  Summit  Point.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  at  5  a.  m.,  the  march 
was  resumed,  the  corps  moving  to  the  ford  of  the  Opequon  Creek  on 
the  Winchester  and  Berry ville  pike.  The  enemy  held  the  crossing  on 
the  previous  evening,  citizens  reporting  that  Breckinridge’s  corps  was 
there,  with  some  cavalry.  The  intantry  fell  back  during  the  night,  and 
upon  our  advance  a  small  force  of  cavalry  only  was  found,  and  this 
immediately  withdrew.  After  halting  about  three  hours  orders  were 
received  to  move  up  the  right  bank  of  the  creek  to  its  crossing  on  the 
Millwood  pike.  This  point  was  reached  about  5  p.  m.  and  the  corps 
encamped  there  for  the  night,  moving  at  6  the  next  morning,  by  the  way 
of  Xewtown  and  Middletown,  to  the  crossing  of  Cedar  Creek  on  the 
Strasburg  pike.  General  Crook  had  arrived  with  his  command  before 
the  arrival  of  mine,  and  found  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  on  the  south 
side  of  the  creek.  L^pon  the  arrival  of  my  corps  skirmishers  from  the 
two  commands  were  sent  over  the  creek;  those  from  General  Crook  on 
the  left  of  the  pike,  mine  on  the  right.  A  slight  skirmish  tire  was  kept 
up  from  about  4  in  the  afternoon  until  8. 

The  enemy  withdrew  before  daylight  of  the  13th,  and  at  7  a.  m.  of 
that  day  this  corps  received  orders  and  moved  toward  Strasburg.  The 
enemy  was  found  in  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  about  two  miles  south  of 
Strasburg.  At  night,  in  conse(]uence  of  reports  of  the  enemy  being 
largely  re-enforced,  the  corps  was  withdrawn  to  the  north  side  of  Cedar 
Creek,  the  troox)s  occupying  their  camps  of  the  day  before,  and  the 
picket-line  being  well  advanced  on  the  south  side.  The  enemy  was 
found  the  next  morning  in  his  position  of  the  12th,  with  a  picket  line 
in  front  of  ours.  In  the  afternoon,  by  direction  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  I  advanced  my  line,  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divivsion 
(Jersey  brigade),  moving  in  support.  The  enemy’s  line  was  forced  back 
after  some  little  firing.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the  enemy  made 
an  attack  on  General  Crook’s  pickets  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  his 
having  moved  back,  my  left,  being  unsupimrted,  fell  back  a  short  dis¬ 
tance,  but  was  ordered  to  push  forward,  and  at  once  regained  its  former 
position.  At  8  ]).  m.  of  the  IGth  the  army  commenced  withdrawing. 
This  corps  covered  the  movement,  marching  all  night,  and  reaching 
AVinchester  about  5  o’clock  the  next  morning,  where  it  halted  for  break¬ 
fast,  theiK'e  moving  to  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon,  on  the  Berryville 
and  Winchester  pikcq  and  there  going  into  camp.  The  First  Brigade, 
First  Division  (Jersey  biigade),  was  left  at  Winchester,  reporting  to 
General  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry,  at  that  place,  and  was  attacked  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  losing  about  250,  mostly  prisoners.  Of  this 
atfair  no  rei)ort  has  been  received.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  the 
corps  moved  to  Welch’s  Spring,  on  the  Charlestown  and  Middleway 
])ike,  about  two  miles  from  Charlestown,  arriving  there  at  0  p.  m.  It 
then  went  into  camp,  the  First  Division  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  the 
Second  on  the  left,  and  the  Third  in  reserve,  and  remained  in  quiet 
until  Sunday,  the  21st.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  information  came 
that  our  cavalry  at  Middleway  had  been  attacked  and  driven  off.  I 
immediately  sent  staff  officers  to  the  division  commanders  with  direc¬ 
tions  for  them  to  have  their  troops  on  the  alert,  and  be  ready  for  an 
attack  by  the  enemy.  Before  these  officers  could  reacdi  the  division 
commanders  liring  was  heard  on  our  picket-line.  The  enemy  developed 
rapidly,  mainly  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  kept  up  a  shaiq)  lire, 
driving  in  our  line  on  that  side  of  the  ])ike.  It  was  not  su])]K)sed  that 
an  advance  in  force  could  b(^  mad(\  witliont  notice  from  oui‘  cavalry  in 
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front,  hence  this  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy  was  almost  a  surprise,  but 
the  troops  were  soon  ready,  and  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Eicketts)  was  transferred  from  its  position  in  reserve  to  the  left  of  the 
line,  where  General  Crook  afterward  connected  with  him.  Our  original 
position  was  regained,  and  the  cori)s  ready  to  repulse  any  further 
attack  or  make  one  if  ordered.  The  First  Division  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  moved  about  noon,  and  connected  with  my  right.  The  loss  of  the 
corps  here  was  about  260  killed  and  wounded,  a  large  proportion  being 
from  the  Second  Division,  whose  conduct  on  this  occasion  cannot  be 
too  highly  praised.  At  midnight,  by  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  the  corps  moved  to  its  old  posi¬ 
tion  at  Halltown,  covering  the  infantry  movement,  reaching  that  place 
a  little  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  22d.  It  remained  here 
until  the  28th,  there  being  no  skirmishing  or  firing  in  my  front,  though 
some  on  the  front  of  the  rest  of  the  army. 

At  7  a.  m.  of  the  28th  the  corps  moved  without  opposition,  and  took 
up  about  the  same  position  occupied  by  it  before  on  the  pike  from 
Charlestown  to  Middieway,  with  the  Nineteentli  Corps  connecting  on 
the  left.  On  the  20th,  in  the  afternoon,  the  cavalry  being  pushed  back 
from  Middleway  and  toward  the  ])osition  occupied  by  this  corps,  the 
Third  Division  was  moved  out  and  advanced,  in  conjunction  with  the 
cavalry,  to  Middleway.  A  few  shots  only  were  fired.  The  division  re¬ 
mained  at  Smithfield  until  dark,  when  it  was  withdrawn  to  a  position 
about  two  miles  in  rear. 

The  corps  remained  at  its  position  near  Charlestown  until  the 
morning  of  September  3,  Avhen  it  moA^ed  to  the  position  heretofore 
spoken  of,  designated  as  Clifton.  On  the  13th  a  reconnaissance  was 
made  by  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier- General  Getty,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  cavalry,  to  Gilberts  Ford,  on  the  Opequon.  Getty’s  di- 
Aision  reached  the  creek  after  General  Custer  had  ascertained  that  the 
enemy’s  infantry  Avas  there,  and  after  he  had  opened  fire  upon  it.  The 
enemy’s  infantry  was  found  in  some  force.  A  tcAv  men  pushed  over  de¬ 
veloped  a  still  stronger  force,  till  the  exhibition  of  strength  shoAved 
that  the  enemy  was  there  in  strong  force.  My  orders  being  not  to 
bring  on  an  engagement,  I  did  not  attack.  The  division  remained  there 
until  after  dark,  AAdien  it  returned  to  camp,  the  losses  having  been  ten 
or  twelve  wounded.  With  the  exception  of  this  reconnaissance  the  corps 
remained  in  camp  AAuth  nothing  of  interest  occurring  from  the  3d  of 
Sei)tember  until  the  19th,  when  it  moA^ed  across  the  Opequon  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  near  Winchester.  As  directed  by  orders  from  head¬ 
quarters  Middle  Military  Division,  a  special  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  corps  in  that  engagement  and  the  one  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  ^\diich  suc¬ 
ceeded,  accomiAanies  this  report.* 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  the  corps  encamped  at  Winchester,  and  tlie 
next  day  moA^ed  to  near  Strasburg.  On  the  21st,  toAvard  evening,  Ave 
took  an  advanced  position  held  by  the  enemy  on  our  right,  with  some 
luief  but  sharp  fighting,  x)arts  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  being 
engaged.  On  the  next  day  Fisher’s  Hill  Avas  captured  and  the  enemy 
pursued  all  night  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps  and  the  Sixth,  the  former 
in  advance.  The  command  of  the  tAvo  coiqAS  had  been  committed  to  me 
by  Major-General  Sheridan.  Tlie  troo])s  reached  Woodstock  and  Avere 
establislied  in  camp  a  little  after  daylight.  The  head  of  the  column  was 
fired  into  once  on  the  route,  which  occasioned  a  momentary  disturbance, 
but  eA^erything  Avas  soon  right,  and  the  column  moA^ed  on  without  fur- 

"  See  ]))).  119,  152. 
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tber  attempt  at  opposition.  IHie  command  rested  at  Woodstock  until 
1  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  Edenbnr^’;  and  the 
next  morning’  I  was  ordered  to  move  with  the  Sixth  and  Mneteenth 
Corps  against  the  enemy,  who  was  reported  to  have  made  a  stand  at 
Mount  Jackson.  His  skirmishers  were  found  at  this  place,  driven 
through  the  town,  and  they  then  fell  back  to  a  line  of  battle  which  had 
been  formed  by  him  on  Eude’s  Hill.  My  advanced  batteries  commenced 
shelling  his  position.  Before  the  troops  could  be  formed  to  attack,  the 
enemy  abandoned  the  position ;  we  followed — this  corps  on  the  left,  the 
Nineteenth  on  the  right  of  the  pike.  General  Devin,  with  a  small  part 
of  his  brigade'of  cavalry,  in  advance.  The  pursuit  was  continued  for 
the  whole  day.  Every  attempt  was  made  to  engage  the  enemy  but 
Avithout  success.  Notwithstanding  the  great  labors  and  fatigues 
brought  about  by  battles  and  marches  since  the  morning  of  the  IDth, 
there  was  no  lack  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  fight.  One  stretch  of  thirteen  miles  Avas  made  Avith- 
out  a  halt  on  the  lAart  of  the  infantry.  Battery  G,  First  Ehode  Island 
Light  Artillery,  Capt.  G.  W.  Adams  commanding,  and  the  First  New 
York  Independent  Battery,  Lieutenant  Yan  Etten  commanding,  moved 
Avith  the  skirmish  line  of  the  cavalry  most  of  the  time,  and  AAdienever 
the  slightest  show  of  a  stand  was  made  by  the  enemy,  opened  upon 
him.  The  infantry  skirmish  line  Avas  not  engaged  until  almost  dark, 
and  then  for  a  short  time  only.  Nothing  could  induce  the  enemy  to 
favor  us  with  an  engagement,  and  the  troops,  very  much  exhausted,  Avent 
into  camp  at  dark  about  four  miles  south  of  New  Market. 

September  25  we  moA^ed  to  Harrisonburg,  went  into  camp,  and 
remained  there  until  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  I  proceeded,  by 
direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  Middle  Military  Division, 
Avith  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  to  Mount  OraAvford  to  support 
the  cavalry  in  case  of  a  iiiovement  in  force  upon  it  by  the  enemy  in  its 
return  from  the  operations  in  which  it  had  been  engaged  at  Staunton 
and  elsewhere.  The  next  day  Ave  returned  to  Harrisonburg  and  resun)ed 
our  old  camps,  nothing  worthy  of  note  having  occurred  on  the  trip.  We 
remained  in  camp  at  Harrisonburg  until  the  morning  of  October  (>,  Athen, 
breaking  camp,  at  5.30  a.  m.,  we  started  for  Strasburg,  reaching  that 
place  October  8,  having  marehed  on  the  0th  to  Eude’s  Hill,  thence  on 
the  7th  to  about  two  miles  north  of  Woodstoek,  on  the  8th  to  Strasburg. 
The  corps  remained  on  the  9th  at  the  last-named  place.  This  brings  us 
to  the  time  indieated  by  the  order  directing  this  report  to  be  made. 

From  the  length  of  time  embraced  this  report  is  necessarily  general, 
is  little  more  than  a  mere  record  of  the  events  which  have  taken  place, 
but  I  cannot  close  it  without  saying  in  how  great  a  degree  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  tliis  corps  for  the  patient  endurance 
and  bravery  displayed  in  the  occurrences  mentioned  herein.  I  desire 
to  renew  the  recommendations  heretofore  made  to  the  major-general 
commanding,  and  if  it  is  decided  to  confer  brevets  for  any  grade  less 
than  that  of  general  officer,  I  shall  take  ])leasure  in  liereafter  for¬ 
warding  the  names  of  officers  particularly  deserving  notice  and  adAmnce- 
ment. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General^  Commandinf/  Corps, 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General, 
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Headquauteks  Military  Division  of  the  Gulp, 

Galveston,  Tex.,  November  27,  1865. 

General:  T  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  hy  the  Sixth  Corps  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creelc  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1801,  premising  that  as  all  the  records  of  the  cori)s  Avei’e 
turned  in  to  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  on  the  dis¬ 
continuance  of  the  corps  in  June  last,  I  am  unable  to  refer  to  any  of 
the  sub-reports  so  as  to  transmit  them  herewith. 

As  1  was  the  ranking  officer  of  the  forces,  in  the  absence  of  Major- 
General  Sheridan,  when  the  battle  began,  it  will  be  necessary  to  a  clear 
narrative  of  the  events  of  tlic  day  to  commence  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th.  About  9  o’clock  of  that  evening  1  was  called  upon  by  Major- 
General  Crook,  commanding  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  who  reported 
that  the  reconnaissance  of  a  brigade  sent  out  by  him  that  day  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  position  of  the  enemy  had  returned  to  camp  and  rejiorted  that 
nothing  was  to  be  found  in  his  old  camp  and  that  he  had  doubtless 
retreated  up  the  Valley.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  all  siipx)lies  by  our  forces  between  our  x)osition  at  Cedar  Creek 
and  Staunton  had  made  it  necessary  for  the  enemy  to  suxiiily  his  force 
from  the  latter  xilace  by  wagons,  and  consequently  we  had  been  exxiect- 
ing  for  some  days  that  he  would  either  attack  ns  or  be  comxielled  to 
fall  back  for  the  snpi)lies,  Avhich  it  was  believed  he  could  not  transport  in 
sufficient  quantity  by  his  trains.  This  view  of  the  matter,  which  is  still 
believed  to  have  been  sound,  lent  the  stamp  of  xirobability  to  the  rexiort 
of  thp  reconnoitering  x^arty,  but  anxious  to  place  tlie  truth  of  the  report 
beyond  a  doubt,  I  at  once  ordered  two  reconnaissances  to  start  at  the 
first  dawn  of  the  morning,  one  of  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  move  out  uxion 
and  follow  the  general  direction  of  the  pike  leading  up  the  valley,  the 
other,  also  a  brigade,  to  take  the  Back  road  some  three  miles  to  the 
westward  and  nearly  parallel  to  the  former,  with  instructions  to  move 
forward  till  the  enemy  was  found  and  strongly  felt,  so  as  to  clearly 
ascertain  his  intentions.  The  first  xiarty  was  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Nineteenth  Corx)s,  the  other  from  the  cavalry.  At  the  first  blush  of 
dawn  the  canqis  were  assaulted  by  a  considerable  musketry  fire  uxmn 
our  extreme  left  and  a  fire  of  a  much  slighter  character  upon  our  right. 
A  moment’s  hesita  tion  convinced  me  that  the  former  was  the  real  attack, 
and  I  at  once  x>i‘Oceeded  to  that  iioint,  the  firing  meanwhile  growing 
heavier.  Becoming  assured  that  I  was  not  mistaken  as  to  which  was  the 
attack  to  be  resisted  in  force,  I  sent  back  orders  to  Brevet  Major-General 
Ricketts,  commanding  the  Sixth  Corps  in  my  absence,  to  send  me  two 
divisions  of  his  command  at  once,  and  taking  the  brigade  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  (before  alluded  [to]  as  ordered  on  the  reconnaissance  and 
which  was  just  starting)  I  xiroceeded  to  iilace  it  and  the  trooxis  of  General 
Crook’s  second  line  in  xiosition  on  a  ridge  to  the  eastward  of  and  nearly 
parallel  to  the  x^iko,  connecting  them  with  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth 
Coiqis.  As  the  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Coiqis,  ordered  from  the  right 
of  the  line  to  the  left,  could  reach  that  xioint  within  twenty  minutes  of 
the  time  that  the  line  referred  to  Avas  formed,  and  as  the  position  taken 
ux)  was  a  satisfactory  one,  there  Avas,  in  my  judgment,  no  occasion  for 
apiirehension  as  to  the  result,  and  1  felt  every  confidence  that  the  enemy 
would  be  promxitly  reimlsed.  In  this  anticipation,  however,  I  was  sadly 
disaxipointed.  Influenced  by  a  xianic  AAffiich  often  seizes  the  best  troops, 
and  some  of  these  I  had  seen  behave  admirably  under  the  hottest  fire, 
the  line  broke  before  the  enemy  fairly  came  in  sight,  and  under  a  slight 
scattering  fire  retreated  in  disorder  doAvn  the  pike.  Seeing  that  no 
liart  of  the  original  line  could  be  held,  as  the  enemy  Avas  already  on  the 
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left  flank  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  1  at  once  sent  orders  to  the  Sixtli 
Corps  to  fall  back  to  some  tenable  imsitiou  in  rear;  and  to  General 
Emory,  commanding  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  that  as  his  left  was  turned 
he  should  fall  back  and  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth.  I 
should,  ])erhaps,  have  stated  that  upon  the  original  line  the  forces  from 
left  to  right  were  ])osted  in  the  order  of,  first,  the  Army  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Maior-General  Crook  commanding;  second,  the  Nineteenth  Cori)S, 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory  commanding;  third,  the  Sixth  Cori)s, 
(,'ommanded  by  myself,  and  in  my  absence  by  Brevet  Major-General 
Bicketts.  The  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Major-General 
Torbert,  was  disposed  upon  the  two  flanks.  Tlie  first  lines  of  the  Army 
of  West  Virginia  and  the  Nineteenth  Corps  were  intrenched,  but  the 
Sixth  Corps  was  not,  as  its  naturally  strong  position  rendered  any 
defenses  unnecessary.  Indeed,  the  latter  was  held  with  a  view  to  its 
acting  rather  as  a  movable  force  than  as  a  part  of  the  line. 

Eeturning  from  tliis  digression  and  resuming  the  narrative,  the  Sixth 
Corps,  of  which  two  divisions  were  on  the  march  to  the  support  of  the 
left,  at  once  moved  to  the  rear  on  receiving  instructions  to  that  effect, 
as  did  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  whicli  had  been  slightly  engaged  with  a 
portion  of  the  rebel  force,  which  had  evidently  attacked  by  way  of  a 
diversion.  About  this  time  General  Ricketts  was  seriously  wounded 
and  the  command  of  the  Sixth  Corps  devolved  upon  Brevet  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Getty,  who  moved  steadily  to  the  rear,  and  by  well  timed  attacks 
did  much  toward  checking  the  enemy’s  advance,  giving  time  thereby 
for  the  change  of  front  whic.h  was  necessary  and  for  taking  up  the  new 
position.  A  portion  of  the  First  Division,  under  Generals  Wheaton  and 
Mackenzie,  and  a  part  of  the  artillery  of  the. corps,  also  behaved  admi¬ 
rably  in  checking  the  enemy  and  giving  time  for  the  rest  of  the  troops 
to  take  position.  Several  ineces  of  the  artillery  were  lost  here,  it  being 
impossible  to  bring  off*  the  guns,  owing  to  their  horses  being  killed. 
Meanwhile  the  Second  Division  had  taken  up  the  position  indicated, 
with  its  left  resting  on  the  pike.  The  Third  and  First  were  forming  on 
its  right,  while  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Cori)s  the  Nineteenth  was 
being  formed.  One  or  two  not  very  persistent  attacks  had  been 
repulsed.  About  this  time  Major-General  Sheridan  came  up  and 
assumed  command  and  1  returned  to  the  command  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
Soon  after  the  lines  had  been  fully  formed  the  enemy  made  a  sharp 
attack  upon  the  Sixth  Corps,  but  was  rudely  relinked,  falling  back 
several  hundred  yards  to  a  stone  wall  behind  which  a  part  of  his  line 
took  shelter.  The  position  of  the  troops  at  this  time  from  left  to  right 
was,  first,  the  Second,  Third,  and  First  Divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps; 
second,  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  cavalry  being  on  both  flanks.  Every¬ 
thing  having  been  prepared  and  the  men  somewhat  rested  from  the 
fatigue  of  the  morning,  an  advance  was  ordered  by  General  Sheridan 
of  the  entire  line.  The  Second  and  First  Divisions  moved  forward 
steadily,  but  the  Third  was  for  a  time  seriously  checked  by  the  fire  from 
behind  the  stone  wall  before  alluded  to.  A  movement  made  by  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  toward  flanking  this  wall  (in  which  a  regiment  of 
the  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  detached  for  the  puriiose,  took  i)art) 
shook  the  enemy,  and  a  gallant  charge  of  the  line  started  him  into  full 
flight,  purvsued  by  our  victorious  forces.  But  little  further  resistance 
was  experienced  in  the  advance  to  Cedar  Creek,  where  our  infantry  was 
halted  in  its  old  camp,  while  the  ])ursuit  was  continued  by  the  cavalry. 
The  enemy  being  entirely  demoralized  and  his  ranks  comifletely  broken, 
he  retreated  without  regard  to  order.  The  battle,  which  in  its  earlier 
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stages  looked  auytliiDg  but  favorable  for  our  success  and  occasioned  a 
fear  of  defeat  to  many  a  brave  hearted  soldier,  resulted  tlirough  tlie 
admirable  courage  of  our  troops,  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  their 
officers,  and  the  persistence  of  the  commander  of  the  army,  in  a  com¬ 
plete  victory. 

It  maybe  proper  that  I  should  say  something  in  the  way  of  exj)lana- 
tion  of  the  causes  of  the  comparatively  easy  success  of  the  enemy  in 
the  early  part  of  the  action.  To  the  professional  soldier  it  will  be  a 
subject  of  interest,  even  if  it  is  lost  to  others,  now  that  the  war  is  over 
and  this  battle  is  partially  forgotten  with  the  many  other  as  hard  fought 
tields,  yet  in  Justice  to  those  engaged  it  may  be  well  to  explain  some 
points  of  which  many  are  of  course  ignorant.  I  have  already  referred 
to  the  reported  result  of  the  reconnaissance  of  the  iweceding  day, 
Avhich  was  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  uj)  the  valley. 
That  this  was  not  true  is  now  well  known,  but  how  the  mistake  was 
made  is  not  eavsily  explained.  Probably  the  force  had  not  advanced  so 
far  as  it  supposed,  and  had  not  really  reached  the  enemy’s  lines,  which 
were  some  miles  in  advance  of  ours.  However  this  may  be,  I  have 
no  question  that  the  belief  in  the  retreat  of  tlie  enemy  was  generally 
entertained  throughout  the  reconiioitering  force.  Again  this  force, 
which,  as  before  remarked,  was  from  the  Army  of  West  Yirginia, 
returned  to  camp  through  its  own  lines  and  must  have  made  known  to 
the  troops  its  received  belief  in  the  enemy’s  retreat.  ISTow  it  happens 
that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  made  upon  this  part  of  the  line. 
The  surprise  was  complete,  for  the  pickets  did  not  fire  a  shot,  and  the 
first  indication  of  the  enemy’s  presence  was  a  volley  into  the  main  line 
where  the  men  of  a  i^art  of  the  regiments  were  at  reveille  roll-call  with¬ 
out  arms.  As  the  entire  picket-line  over  that  part  crossed  by  the 
enemy  was  captured  without  a  shot  being  fired,  no  explanation  could 
be  obtained  from  any  of  the  men  conq^osing  it,  but  it  is  fair  to  suppose 
that  they  were  lulled  into  an  unusual  security  by  the  report  of  the 
previous  evening  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  and  that  there  was 
consequently  no  danger  to  be  apprehended.  This  supposition  seems  to 
me  likely  enough.  It  certainly  goes  far  toward  explaining  how  an 
enemy  in  force  passed  and  captured  a  strong  and  well  connected  picket- 
line  of  old  soldiers  without  occasioning  alarm,  and  gave  as  a  first 
warning  of  its  presence  a  volley  of  musketry  into  the  main  line  of 
unarmed  soldiers.  It  Avas  reported  in  camp  that  he  first  relieved  apart 
of  our  lines  by  his  own  men  dressed  in  our  uniform,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  confirm  this  rumor. 

The  iHoceedings  up  to  this  point  were  bad  enough  for  us,  as  it  gave 
the  enemy,  almost  without  a  struggle,  the  entire  left  of  our  line  with 
considerable  artillery,  not  a  gun  of  which  had  fired  a  shot.  But  the 
reserve  of  this  line  was  posted  a  considerable  distance  in  its  rear,  where 
it  could  be  made  available  as  a  movable  force,  and  was  well  situated  to 
operate  upon  any  force  attempting  to  turn  our  left.  It  was  in  no  Avay 
involved  in  the  disaster  of  the  first  line,  which  Avas,  after  all,  but  a  small 
part  of  our  Avhole  force,  being  only  one  weak  division,  and  its  loss  was 
in  no  wise  to  be  taken  as  deciding  the  fate  of  the  day.  With- the  other 
troops  brought  up,  this  supporting  division  Avas  in  good  position  to  offer 
sturdy  battle,  with  every  i^rospect  of  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  aided, 
as  it  soon  aa  ould  have  been,  by  the  rest  of  the  force,  the  chances  were 
largely  in  our  favoi\  Here  the  battle  should  have  been  fought  and  won, 
and  long  before  midday  the  discomfited  enemy  should  have  been  driA-eu 
across  Cedar  Creek  stripped  of  all  the  captures  of  his  first  attack,  but 
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from  some  unexplainable  cause  the  troops  forming  this  part  of  the  line 
would  not  stand  but  broke  under  a  scattering  fire,  which  should  not 
have  occasioned  the  slightest  apprehension  iu  raw  recruits  much  less 
in  old  soldiers  like  themselves.  Most  officers  who  have  served  through 
this  war  have  had  instances  of  the  same  kind  in  their  own  experience, 
and  will  therefore  readily  understand  this,  though  they  may  find  them¬ 
selves  as  much  at  a  loss  for  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  its  cause.  It 
was  the  breaking  of  this  line  which  involved  the  necessity  of  falling 
back.  A  change  of  front  was  necessary,  and  this  must  be  made  to  a 
position  Avhich  would  place  our  force  between  the  enemy  and  our  base. 
That  there  was  no  intention  of  retreating  the  soldiers  who  stood  fire 
clearly  understood,  and  when  once  brought  into  the  new  position  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy  they  were  ready  to  advance  ui^on  him,  as  was 
shown  by  their  magnificent  attack  when  ordered  forward. 

To  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  it  is  my  honor  to  command  after  the  death 
of  that  noble  soldier  Sedgwick,  to  its  officers  and  its  men,  I  desire  to 
acknowledge  the  obligation  which,  iu  addition  to  the  many  others  it 
has  imposed,  it  laid  upon  the  country  by  its  steadiness,  courage,  and  dis¬ 
cipline  :n  this  important  battle.  Without  disparagement  to  the  sol¬ 
dierly  oiialities  of  other  organizations  concerned,  it  is  but  just  to  claim 
lor  i'j  a  large  share  in  the  successes  of  the  day.  Being  from  the  nature 
of  tlie  attack  upon  our  lines  somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  reserve 
force  and  therefore  fairly  to  be  called  upon  to  turn  the  tide  of  unsuccess¬ 
ful  battle,  it  came  up  nobly  to  its  duty,  fully  sustaining  its  former  well- 
earned  laurels. 

To  the  commanders,  one  and  all,  the  full  meed  of  thanks  is  due. 
That  they  bore  themselves  bravely  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  of  the 
general  officers  one  Avas  killed,  fi^m  more  or  less  seriously  wounded,  and 
all  lost  their  horses  from  the  enemy’s  bullets,  while  the  list  of  casual¬ 
ties  AAull  show  that  their  subordinates  were  in  no  degree  behind  them 
in  gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty.  In  one  division  there  Avas  but  one 
field  officer  for  duty  Avhen  the  battle  was  over. 

Where  all  did  so  well,  it  may  seem  invidious  to  attempt  to  discrimi¬ 
nate,  but  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  division  commanders  to  whom 
so  much  of  the  success  of  the  day  was  due.  Brevet  Major-General  Rick¬ 
etts  was  severely  Avounded  early  in  the  action.  Brevet  Major-General 
Getty,  subsequently  in  command  of  the  corps  till  it  was  resumed  by  me 
after  the  arrival  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  stoutly  contested  the 
enemy’s  adA^ance  and  gave  time  thereby  for  the  necessary  formations. 
BreA^et  Major-General  Wheaton,  ayIio  conducted  himself  gallantly,  and 
Brigadier-General  Keifer,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Third  Division 
during  the  entire  day.  General  Ricketts  being  first  in  command  of  the 
corps  and  subsequently  taken  Avounded  from  the  field. 

To  my  own  staff  also  1  AA^as  as  usual  under  great  obligations  for 
important  services  rendered,  often  in  circumstances  of  the  greatest  dan¬ 
ger.  Their  names  have  already  been  submitted  to  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  and  their  merits  acknoAvl edged  by  the  Government. 

Respec  1  fill  I  y  subm  i  t  ted . 

n.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General  of  VolimfeerSj  Commanding  Sixth  Corps, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staffs  (fie. 
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IS^O.  12. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton.,  U.  8.  Army^  eonimanding  First 
Division.,  of  operations  September  19. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

September  19,  1864. 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  First  Division  while  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Winchester,  Ya.,  September  19,  1894: 

Immediately  after  assuming  command  the  line  w  as  straightened  by 
moving  forward  the  First  and  Third  Brigades.  The  division  was 
liosted  in  one  line,  from  right  to  left,  as  follows,  viz:  Second  Connect¬ 
icut  Heavy  Artillery,  Sixty-fifth  'Ne^y  Aork  Volunteers,  Thirty- seventh 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York 
Volunteers,  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  First  and  Third  Bri¬ 
gades.  In  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  other  troops  became 
mixed  up  with  the  First  and  the  Third  Brigades,  making  it  extremely 
hazardous,  if  not  impossible,  to  restore  the  iiroper  order  while  under 
fire.  The  right  of  the  line  was  refused  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees.  On 
our  right  was  a  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  Having  been  informed 
by  Major  Forsyth  that  General  Crook  was  to  make  a  charge  on  our 
extreme  right  when  the  movement  commenced,  the  Second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Artillery  was  ordered  forward  and  directed  to  open  fire  on  the 
enemy  posted  in  a  wood  opposite  our  right.  The  Sixty-fifth  New  York 
was  ordered  forward  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Artillery.  Subjected  to  a  brisk  musketry  fire,  and  pressed  on  his 
extreme  left  by  Crook’s  command,  the  enemy  gave  w^ay  from  the  wood 
in  great  confusion.  The  right  of  the  division  was  moved  forward  to  a 
fence,  behind  \Yhich  the  enemy  maintained  his  iiosition  opiiosite  the  left 
of  the  Second  Brigade.  Colonel  Mackenzie,  Second  Connecticut  Vol¬ 
unteer  Artillery,  thrcAw  forward  his  right  wing,  and  opening  a  flank 
fire,  soon  compelled  him  to  retire.  Colonel  Hamblin  then  moved  for- 
Avard  the  left  of  his  line  to  the  fence.  The  division  being  in  but  one 
line  and  without  support,  a  stafi'  officer  was  sent  to  a  brigade  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  about  half  a  mile  in  the  rear,  to  bring  it  forw^ard  if  possible, 
but  it  w^as  not  iiermitted  to  advance.  Driven  from  the  wood  on  his  left, 
and  compelled  to  retire  in  our  front,  the  enemy  formed  his  line  along 
the  crest  near  a  brick  house  on  tlie  Berry ville  pike,  his  left  being 
refused  at  a  right  angle,  the  angle  being  opposite  the  right  of  First 
Division.  Eepeated  efforts  had  been  made  to  have  Colonel  Tliomas,  of 
the  Nineteenth  Corps,  open  fire  on  the  enemy’s  line  refused,  which  from 
behind  a  stone  wall  was  resisting  General  Crook’s  adA^ance.  Upon  his 
failing  to  open  fire.  Colonel  Mackenzie  Avas  directed  to  take,  first  four  con\- 
panies,  then  his  Awhole  regiment,  forward  to  a  position  at  right  angles 
to  the  wall.  As  soon  as  in  position  he  opened  fire,  enfilading  the  aatJ! 
and  driving  the  enemy  quickly  from  his  position.  Colonel  Hamblin  at 
the  same  time  moved  forward  his  line,  connecting  with  the  Second 
Connecti<'ut.  Colonel  Mackenzie  was  then  directed  to  change  front 
forAA^aul  on  his  left,  and  moving  slightly  by  the  right  flank,  his  right 
connected  with  General  Crook’s  left,  behind  the  stone  Avail  from  Avhich 
the  enemy  had  just  been  driven.  Colonel  Hamblin  Avas  directed  to 
change  front  forward  on  his  left,  while  at  the  same  time  orders  w^ere 
sent  to  Colonel  EdAvards  and  Colonel  Campbell  to  advance  the  Third 
and  First  Brigades.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Hamblin  and  Colonel  Macken¬ 
zie  had  changed  front,  they  again  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  posted  ou 
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tlie  crest  near  the  brick  house.  He  immediately  gave  way,  when  a 
charge  gave  us  possession  of  the  crest  which  completely  commanded  the 
enemy’s  final  position.  Just  as  the  crest  was  gained,  Colonel  Edwards 
emerged  from  the  woods  with  his  brigade  marching  in  beautiful  order 
and  giving  great  confidence  to  the  troops  engaged.  At  this  moment, 
being  disabled,  the  command  of  the  division  devolved  ujion  Colonel 
Edwards,  of  the  Third  Brigade. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  engagement  was 
admirable.  There  was  no  straggling,  while  every  one  seeing  our  advan¬ 
tages  pressed  forward  with  great  enthusiasm.  Colonel  Hamblin  com¬ 
manded  his  brigade  very  successfully  during  the  action.  Colonel 
Mackenzie  is  entitled  to  especial  mention  for  the  fearlessness  with 
which  he  led  his  regiment  and  the  ability  he  displayed  in  commanding 
it  during  the  entire  action.  His  regiment  on  the  right  initiated  nearly 
every  movement  of  the  division  and  behaved  with  great  steadiness 
and  gallantry.  The  Sixty-fifth  Kew  York,  Thirty  seventh  Massachu¬ 
setts,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York,  and  Fifteenth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers  charged  the  crest  near  the  brick  house,  carrying  it 
in  most  beautiful  style.  Maj.  H.  H.  Dalton,  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  the  division,  Capt.  William  P.  Roome,  assistant  adjutant-general. 
Second  Brigade,  and  Captain  Russell,  aide-de-camp,  distinguished 
themselves  by  repeated  acts  of  gallantry.  Without  hint  or  suggestion 
these  officers  hastened  wherever  danger  was  the  most  threatening,  and 
by  their  personal  example  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
day.  I  have  never  known  in  battle  staff  officers  to  do  their  duty  more 
nobly  or  efficiently. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Tyler,  commissary  of  musters  of  the  division,  while  in 
front  of  a  regiment  leading  it  into  action,  was  wounded  and  had  his 
horse  shot. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  UPTON, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Acting  Assistajit  Adjutant- General.^  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  R.  Dalton^  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  IT.  S.  Army^ 
of  operations  of  the  First  Division  September  19. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

September  30^  1861. 

Ma.tor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  command  at  the  late  engagement  at  the  Opequon,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps,  of  the 
20th  instant: 

On  Monday,  the  IDth  instant,  the  division  broke  camp  at  2  a.  m. ; 
moved  across  country  to  the  Berryville  pike;  from  thence  via  the  pike  to 
within  three  miles  of  Winchester,  when  it  went  into  position  in  sup])ort 
of  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps — the  First  Brigade,  Lieut  Col.  E.  L. 
Campbell,  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  commanding,  suj)i)orting 
the  Third  Division  on  the  left  of  the  pike;  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  O. 
Edwards,  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  commanding,  on 
the  left  of  the  jiike,  supiiorting  the  Second  Division ;  the  Second  Bri- 
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gade  moving  by  the  flank  up  the  pike.  The  enemy  having  pushed  back 
the  Second  Division  of  the  ^Nineteenth  Corps  and  a  portion  of  the  Third 
Division  of  this  corps,  moved  down  toward  the  pike,  delivering  a  severe 
fire  of  musketry  from  the  woods  and  corn-fields  on  the  right.  The  Third 
Brigade  was  now  rapidly  moved  by  the  flank  to  the  right  of  the  pike, 
then  forward,  with  the  First  Brigade,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  a  crest 
commanding  the  woods  and  field  through  which  the  enemy  moved. 
This  advance  was  very  much  assisted  by  the  First  New  York  Battery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Johnson,  which  did  splendid  execution,  and 
was  fought  with  gallantry,  under  a  very  annoying  musketry  fire.  At 
this  time  General  Upton  moved  his  brigade  into  line  to  the  right  of  the 
pike  at  an  oblique  angle  to  it,  thence  forward  into  the  woods,  deliver¬ 
ing  heavy  volleys  into  masses  of  the  enemy,  who  were  coming  up. 
This  fresh  fire  from  the  Second  Brigade  soon  caused  the  enemy  to  fall 
back,  so  that  the  whole  line  moved  forward  to  a  position  which  was 
easily  held  till  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  though  occasionally 
sharp  musketry  fire  was  interchanged.  While  personally  superintend¬ 
ing  the  advance  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  to  the  crest  previously 
referred  to,  and  which  he  considered  of  the  utmost  importance,  General 
Bussell  was  killed  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  passed  through  his  heart. 
He  had  just  before  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  left  breast,  but  had 
not  mentioned  this  to  any  of  his  staff,  continuing  to  urge  forward  his 
troops.  In  this  advance  Oapt.  A.  M.  Tyler,  commissary  of  musters  of 
the  division,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hand  while  leading  the 
Tliirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  belonging  to  the  Third 
Brigade. 

On  the  death  of  General  Bussell,  Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton  assumed 
command,  by  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright,  but  there  being  neces¬ 
sarily  some  delay  in  giving  information  of  General  Busselfs  death  to 
General  Wright,  and  transmitting  the  order  of  General  Wright  to 
General  Upton  to  take  command,  Col.  O.  Edwards  superintended  the 
movements  of  his  own  and  the  First  Brigade,  carrying  out  the  design 
of  General  Bussell,  which  he  did,  fighting  his  troops  with  great  gal¬ 
lantry  and  coolness.  .The  formation  of  the  division  after  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  morning,  being  from  left  to  right — Third  Brigade,  First 
Brigade,  Second  Brigade — the  left  resting  near  the  house  on  or  near 
the  pike,  the  right  brigade  crotch eted  to  the  rear  and  one  regiment  on 
its  right  at  right  angles,  making  a  connection  with  the  general  line  of 
the  Nineteenth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  GroveFs  division,  though  in 
advance  of  it  some  150  yards.  At  4  p.  m.,  the  enemy  having  been 
routed  on  the  right  by  the  charge  of  General  Crookes  troops,  moved 
down  in  some  confusion  along  the  front  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and 
that  of  the  Second  Brigade.  This  being  observed.  General  Upton 
ordered  the  right  regiment,  mentioned  above,  to  move  forward  double- 
quick  to  a  crest  some  200  yards  in  advance,  Avhich  it  did  under  an 
annoying  musketry  fire;  from  this  crest  a  well-directed  fire  on  the 
enemy  caused  him  to  continue  his  flight  in  still  greater  confusion  tlian 
before.  The  remainder  of  this  brigade  was  then  swung  round  and  for¬ 
warded,  the  left  being  the  pivot,  and  a  connection  was  formed  with 
General  Crook’s  command.  Col.  George  D.  Wells’  brigade,  when  a  general 
advance  was  made  from  crest  to  crest,  tlie  enemy  giving  Avay  without 
serious  opposition.  During  this  general  advance,  Brigadier-General 
Upton  was  wounded  by  a  shell  while  urging  forward  the  troops.  The 
command  then  devolved  upon  Col.  O.  Edwards,  Thirty- seventh  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteers,  under  whose  superintendence  the  division  made 
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its  filial  forward  movement,  carrying  tfie  last  crest  contested  for  by  tlie 
enemy.  At  dark  tlie  division  bivouacked  on  tlie  east  side  of  Win¬ 
chester. 

The  death  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  A.  Bussell,  and  the  absence  of  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  Upton,  on  account  of  his  wound,  renders  it  necessary  that  this  report 
should  be  submitted  by  the  undersigned. 

The  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  with  their  lists  of  casualties, 
together  with  a  consolidated  list,  is  herewith  transmitted.* 

It  is  not  inappropriate  before  concluding  this  report  to  refer  to  the 
blameless  life  and  noble  death  of  the  late  commander  of  this  division. 
General  Bussell  liad  the  entire  confidence  of  his  officers  and  men ;  there' 
was  not  a  single  exception.  He  had  won  their  respect  and  confidence 
by  an  unselfish  life,  devoted  to  no  other  interest  but  that  of  his  country. 
His  death  will  long  be  regretted  by  tliem.  To  his  nearer  friends  Gen¬ 
eral  Bussell’s  life  will  always  be  remembered  with  affection,  his  death 
most  deeply  mourned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  B.  DALTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Maj.  0.  A.  Whittier, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  14. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Baldwin  Hufty^  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry^  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade.,  of  operations  August  10-Octoher  15  and  Octo¬ 
ber  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

October  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  56,  headquarters  Middle 
Military  Division,  October  15,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from  the  organization 
of  the  Middle  Military  Division : 

On  the  10th  day  of  August  the  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march 
from  Bolivar  Heights,  passing  through  Charlestown,  Va.,  leaving  Win¬ 
chester  to  the  right,  and  taking  the  road  to  Strasburg,  which  place  we 
reached  on  the  morning  of  August  13.  On  the  14th  day  of  August 
the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  the  skirmish  line,  which  ad¬ 
vanced  ill  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  driving  the  rebel  skirmishers 
before  it,  but  not  requiring  any  assistance  from  the  brigade.  On  the 
morning  of  the  15th  the  whole  of  the  brigade  was  deidoyed  as  skirmish¬ 
ers,  occuiiying  an  extended  line.  A  portion  of  the  line  was  advanced  in 
the  morning,  driving  the  rebel  skirmish  line  beyond  the  town  of  Stras¬ 
burg.  The  advanced  line  was  afterward  withdrawn  to  its  original 
position.  In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a  determined  attack  upon 
our  lines;  succeeded  in  pushing  us  back  300  yards.  The  men  were, 
however,  easily  rallied,  returned  to  the  attack,  and  regained  their  old 
position,  which  we  were  successful  in  holding  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon  in  spite  of  the  efiorts  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge  us.  On  the 
night  of  the  16th  our  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  its  advanced  posi¬ 
tion,  and  with  the  balance  of  the  army  took  up  the  march  for  Winches- 

*  Embodied  in  table,  p.  112. 
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ter,  which  phice  we  readied  soon  after  daylight  the  next  morning. 
Upon  arriving  at  Winchester,  Colonel  Penrose,  commanding  brigade, 
received  an  order  for  the  brigade  to  remain  at  Winchester,  and  to 
report  to  General  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry,  for  orders.  Colonel  Pen¬ 
rose  was  ordered  by  General  Torbert  to  place  his  brigade  in  position 
on  the  southwest  of  the  town,  covering  all  the  roads  leading  to  the 
place — the  Pifteenth  'New  Jersey  Eegiment  was  placed  in  position  on 
the  right  of  the  line  and  crossing  the  Martinsburg  pike,  the  Fourth 
New  Jersey  Eegiment  in  reserve  and  in  the  center,  the  Tenth  New 
Jersey  Eegiment  on  the  left  and  crossing  the  Front  Eoyal  pike,  the 
dront  of  our  line  extending  for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  Our  line  was 
well  protected  by  the  nature  of  the  country,  stone  walls,  &c.  About 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  cavalry,  which  had  been  engaging  the 
enemy  fluring  the  morning,  were  driven  in.  Soon  after  the  enemy 
advanced  a  line  of  dismounted  cavalry  upon  the  right  of  our  line, 
where  the  Fifteenth  iSTew  Jersey  Volunteers  and  a  portion  of  the 
Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  were  in  position.  The  attack  was  easily 
repulsed.  The  enemy  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  afternoon,  but  without  inflicting  any  great  injury  upon  our 
troops.  All  the  afternoon  large  columns  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  mov¬ 
ing  both  to  our  right  and  left,  evidently  forming  for  an  attack,  nor  were 
we  deceived  in  their  movements,  for  at  about  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
they  commenced  the  attack  with  great  vigor,  both  on  our  right  and  left 
simultaneously.  The  advance  of  the  rebel  line  was  made  in  such  over¬ 
whelming  numbers  that  we  were  forced  back,  after  a  strong  resistance. 
The  right  of  the  line,  consisting  of  the  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Volun¬ 
teers  and  a  portion  of  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  was  cut  off 
from  the  left  and  forced  to  retire  by  the  way  of  Martinsburg  pike. 
The  left,  consisting  of  the  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  and  the 
balance  of  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  retired  by  the  way  of 
the  Berry ville  pike.  During  this  part  of  the  movement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tay,  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  a  portion  of  his  com¬ 
mand  were  captured.  The  portion  of  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
line  rallied  and  covered  the  approach  to  the  town  until  the  artillery, 
attached  to  the  cavalry  command,  could  be  removed. 

On  the  18th  of  August  we  marched  to  Charlestown,  and  went  into 
camp.  On  the  21st  of  the  month  the  enemy  appeared  in  our  front, 
made  an  attack  on  our  skirmish  line,  but  did  not  succeed  in  dislodging 
it.  The  same  night  we  retired  from  Charlestown,  and  arrived  at  Hall- 
town  the  next  morning,  where  we  took  up  position.  We  remained  in 
that  position  until  the  28th  of  the  month,  when  we  marched  to  Clifton, 
where  we  remained  quietly  in. camp  until  the  morning  of  the  19th 
instant. 

On  the  19th  and  22d  instant  [ultimo],  we  were  engaged  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  the  Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  a  report  of  which  has  already 
been  forwarded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  at  that  time  com¬ 
manding  brigade.  A  copy  accompanies  this  report.*  After  the  battle 
of  Fisher’s  Hill  we  followed  the  retreating  army  up  the  Valley,  skir¬ 
mishing  with  them  almost  daily.  On  the  25th  instant  [ultimo  |,  we 
reached  Harrisonburg,  where  we  remained  quietly  in  camp  (with  the 
exception  of  marching  to  Mount  Crawford  one  day  and  back  the  next) 
until  the  (Jth  of  October,  when  we  commenced  our  retrograde  movement 
down  the  Valley,  arriving  at  Strasburg  on  the  8th  instant.  On  the 
10th  instant  tlie  command  marched  to  Front  Eoyal,  where  we  remained 
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until  the  13th  instant,  when  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  Ashby’s 
Gap.  We  remained  at  Millwood  until  the  next  morning,  when  we 
marched  back  and  rejoined  the  army  near  Middletown. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BALDWIhT  HUFTY, 
(Japfa/in,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Gapt.  S.  W.  Russell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  First  Dtv.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  25.,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19t]i  of  October  the  enemy  commenced  an  attack 
upon  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines.  At  the  first  alarm  the  brigade  was 
quickly  out  and  under  arms,  and  immediately  afterward  received  an 
order  from  Brigadier-General  Wheaton,  commanding  the  division,  to 
move  across  the  creek,  on  our  left,  and  form  in  line  of  battle  on  a  high 
hill,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  to  support  the  Eighth  Corps, 
which  had  been  heavily  attacked.  Before  we  could  execute  the  move¬ 
ment  the  order  was  countermanded  and  we  recrossed  the  creek  and 
took  up  position  a  considerable  distance  to  the  rear  and  left  of  our 
former  camp.  The  line  was  formed  in  the  following  order:  Fourth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers  on  the  right.  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  in 
the  center,  and  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  on  the  left.  We  had 
been  in  line  but  a  short  time  when  some  of  the  troops  on  our  right  sup¬ 
porting  the  batteries  began  to  give  way  in  considerable  disorder,  desert¬ 
ing  the  guns,  which  they  had  been  placed  there  to  protect.  Colonel 
Penrose  immediately  changed  front  to  rear  with  his  brigade  and  moved 
up  to  the  support  of  the  batteries.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  was 
wounded  and  obliged  to  leave  the  field.  The  command  then  devolved 
upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cami)be]l,  who  was  soon  after  wounded, 
and  the  gallant  Major  Boeman,  commanding  Tenth  New  Jersey  Vol¬ 
unteers,  killed,  while  endeavoring  to  save  a  piece  of  artillery,  which 
had  been  captured  by  the  enemy.  At  this  time  we  received  an  order 
from  Brigadier-General  Wheaton  to  move  to  the  rear  by  the  right  of 
battalions.  We  fell  back  slowly  and  took  up  position  on  a  crest  about 
300  yards  to  the  rear  of  our  former  position.  A  few  moments  after  we 
had  taken  up  position  on  the  crest  spoken  of  we  were  ordered  to  move 
still  farther  to  the  rear,  which  we  did,  and  took  up  a  line  about  2,000 
yards  beyond.  After  we  had  reformed  our  lines  the  order  to  continue 
our  movement  to  the  rear  was  received.  We  fell  back  in  good  order 
for  about  two  miles,  when  we  were  faced  about  and  advanced  a  mile. 
We  formed  in  line  in  a  woods  to  the  right  of  the  Third  Division,  and 
with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  formed  second  line 
of  our  corps,  and  in  rear  of  a  portion  of  the  division.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Olcott,  Second  Brigade,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  that 
line.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
At  that  time  we  moved  forward  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  and  gained  a  crest  about  400  yards  in  advance  of  the  woods, 
Tlriving  the  enemy  in  disorder  from  it.  The  brigade  halted  under  the 
merest  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  owing  to  the  troops  on  the  left  not  coming 
•up.  While  in  this  position  we  were  subject  to  a  most  galling  fire  from 
Iboth  artillery  and  muskeitry.  As  soon  as  the  troops  on  our  left  com- 


168 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


menced  to  advance,  or  rather  prepared  to  advance,  onr  brigade,  together 
with  the  Second  Brigade,  was  pushed  forward  with  alacrity,  leaving 
the  troops  on  our  right  and  left  far  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  broke  in 
confusion  and  scattered  in  all  directions.  We  did  not  allow  them  time 
to  reform,  but  followed  them  so  closely  that  they  were  able  to  make 
but  trifling  resistance.  At  dark  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field, 
and  we  occupied  the  camps  we  had  been  forced  to  abandon  in  the 
morning. 

Out  of  28  officers  and  598  enlisted  men,  which  we  took  in  the  action, 
we  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  10  [11]  officers  and  154  enlisted 
men.  • 

BALDWIN  HUFTY, 
Captain^  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Capt.  S.  W.  Eussell, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  L.  Campbell,  Fifteenth  Few  Jersey  Infan¬ 
try^  commanding  First  Brigade.,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigi.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  command  during  the  late  engagements  at  the  Opequon  and 
Fisher’s  Hill  on  the  19th,  21st,  and  22d  instant: 

Immediately  ux)on  arriving  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  position  near  the 
Opequon  the  command  was  formed  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  with  orders  to  advance  by  the  left  of  bat¬ 
talions  to  the  front  in  such  direction  that  the  right  of  the  brigade,  when 
wheeled  into  line,  would  rest  upon  the  Berry ville  turnpike,  keeping 
about  300  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  in  front.  Went  forward  from  this' 
position  with  the  general  advance  at  about  12  m.  After  passing  over 
a  wooded  hill  and  moving  out  upon  the  open  ground  a  considerable 
fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  was  encountered,  and  seeing  the  Third 
Brigade,  on  my  left,  forming  line  I  also  wheeled  into  line  of  battle  and 
moved  forward  in  this  manner,  inclining  to  the  right  until  my  center 
moved  along  the  turniuke,  the  Third  Brigade  having  in  its  formation 
covered  half  of  my  front.  After  advancing  a  few  hundred  yards 
farther  the  front  lines,  which  had  apparently  carried  the  enemy’s  posi¬ 
tion,  began  to  give  way,  being  evidently  pushed  back  by  a  strong  force 
of  the  enemy.  I  x^ushed  my  command  forward  rapidly  in  order  to  gain 
the  crest  of  a  hill  beyond  a  ravine  before  the  enemy  and  check  him  at 
that  i)oint,  but  seeing  the  Third  Brigade  on  my  left  halt,  and  retire  a 
little  to  higher  ground,  I  also  halted  my  left,  extending  through  the 
ravine  mentioned  above,  which  here  curved  sharp  to  the  rear.  At  this 
time  I  received  an  order  from  General  Getty,  commanding  Second 
Division,  to  detach  my  right  battalion  and  send  it  forward  in  the  front 
lines  to  drive  the  enemy  from  a  corn-field  through  which  he  wa^s 
advancing.  The  Fifteenth  New  Jersey  was  quickly  moved  forward 
across  the  ravine  to  the  crest  of  the  other  side.  Here  it  was  halted 
(everything  having  given  away  to  the  right  and  left),  with  orders  to 
hold  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  The  retiring  front  lines  crowded 
into  the  ravine  and  came  in  such  dense  unorganized  masses  uxion  the 
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froDt  of  my  remaining  t\YO  battalions  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  diffi¬ 
culty  they  were  arrested.  Very  nearly  all,  however,  were  prevented 
from  going  to  the  rear,  and  by  the  assistance  of  their  own  officers 
moved  forward  again  at  the  next  advance.  At  this  time  I  received  an 
order  from  the  late  General  Eussell  to  move  to  the  right  and  form  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  had  been 
moved  from  my  left  and  formed  a  short  distance  on  my  right.  This 
was  probably  the  last  order  issued  by  our  late  dearly  loved  and  deeply 
lamented  division  commander.  The  movement  was  executed,  and  fire 
immediately  opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  was  moving  forward  on  the 
hill  beyond  the  ravine.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  being  checked,  the 
line  was  immediately  pushed  forward  to  the  top  of  the  hill  beyond  the 
ravine,  my  left  resting  at  a  dwelling-house  on  the  right  of  the  turn¬ 
pike.  From  twenty  to  thirty  prisoners  were  taken  here  by  the  Tenth 
N^ew  Jersey  Volunteers. 

The  position  being  good  here  I  remained  waiting  for  further  orders, 
organizing  my  line,  and  endeavoring  to  form  a  second  line  of  troops 
which  had  been  pushed  forward  in  its  front.  About  half  an  hour  after¬ 
ward,  by  order  of  General  Upton,  then  in  command  of  the  division,  my 
line  was  pushed  rapidly  across  the  next  field  to  the  edge  of  a  corn-field 
on  still  higher  ground,  the  enemy  retiring  readily  before  a  sharp  file 
fire.  Here  my  command  remained  for  some  time  and  until  the  final 
advance  in  the  afternoon.  The  Fifteenth  iTew  Jersey,  which  was 
detached  by  order  of  General  Getty,  as  above  stated,  held  its  position 
until  attacked  in  flank  by  the  enemy  moving;  down  the  ravine  to  its 
right,  when  it  retired,  moving  around  the  left  of  the  reserve  line  and 
reforming  close  in  the  rear.  It  was  now,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Ed¬ 
wards,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  placed  on  the  right  of  his  brigade 
to  fill  an  interval  between  it  and  the  Second  Brigade,  where  it  remained 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action,  taking  an  efficient  and  creditable 
part  in  the  final  advance  and  taking  quite  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Toward  evening  a  general  advance  Avas  ordered,  and  my  command, 
being  thoroughly  reformed,  moved  steadily  forward  until,  the  enemy 
having  been  entirely  driven  from  the  field,  it  was  encamped  for  the 
night  on  the  south  side  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

On  the  21st  instant  this  command  again  came  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  at  FisheFs  Hill.  The  brigade  was  first  formed  in  two  lines,  by 
order  of  General  Wheaton,  commanding  division,  Avith  the  right  resting 
on  the  Manassas  Gap  Kailroad,  connecting  with  the  Second  Division, 
and  the  left  connecting  with  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  where 
it  remained  until  about  1.30  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  nothing 
having  occurred  beyond  sharp  skirmishing  in  front.  It  Avas  then 
moved  off  to  the  right  on  a  high  wooded  hill  to  reform  a  connection 
Avith  the  Second  Division,  which  had  moved  to  the  right  early  in  the 
evening  of  the  day  previous.  Here  it  was  intrenched,  and  remained  in 
posirion  until  some  time  in  the  afternoon,  the  skirmishers  being  warmly 
engaged  and  driving  those  of  the  enemy.  About  3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered 
to  moA^e  forward,  conforming  my  movements  to  those  of  the  Second 
Division,  on  the  right,  which  Avas  about  to  advance.  The  movement 
was  continued  until  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  were  entirely  driven  in 
and  we  encountered  the  fire  of  his  artillery,  when  the  Second  Division 
halted,  and  my  command  Avas  also  halted.  A  deep  ravine,  with  a  diffi¬ 
cult  ascent  upon  the  enemy’s  side,  uoav  only  separated  us  from  his  works, 
which  ran  along  the  declivity  and  around  the  angle  of  the  opposite  hill 
in  my  immediate  front,  hidden  by  a  wood  which  entirely  masked  his 
artillery. 
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After  lying’  in  this  position  for  about  an  hour  General  Wheaton, 
commanding  division,  directed  me  to  push  forward  a  skirmish  line  and 
advance  upon  the  enemy^s  position  with  my  front  line,  without  regard 
to  the  Second  Division.  A  detachment  of  the  Tentli  New  Jersey,  un¬ 
der  Lieutenants  Wilson  and  Pine,  was  immediately  deployed  in  front 
of  the  first  line,  formed  by  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  Captain  Hufty,  and 
Captain  Paul,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  charged  with  their 
direction.  At  the  command  the  troops  moved  forward  with  alacrity, 
the  Second  Brigade  being  abreast  on  the  left  and  the  Second  Division 
coming  up  promptly  on  the  right.  So  rapidly  did  the  men  dash  up  the 
hill  that  the  enemy  had  no  time  to  reload  their  pieces,  after  the  first 
discharge,  before  our  men  were  .upon  them,  and  receiving  a  heavy  fire 
they  broke  and  fled  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  their  artillery,  which 
was  promptly  prevented  from  getting  away  by  our  skirmishers,  who 
were  led  by  Captain  Paul,  into  the  earth-works,  close  upon  the  enemy’s 
heels.  Here,  in  accordance  Avith  directions  previously  received,  I  en¬ 
deavored  to  halt  and  reform,  but  so  eager  were  the  men  to  pursue  the 
flying  enemy,  who  were  scattered  thickly  over  the  ground  to  the  front 
in  full  sight,  that  it  AN^as  impossible  to  check  them.  We,  therefore, 
pushed  forward  in  pursuit  until  dark,  taking  quite  a  number  of  priSf)n- 
ers.  The  enetny  made  two  feeble  attempts  to  rally,  but  in  vain.  Tlie 
rear  lines  coming  up,  my  command  was  formed,  by  direction  of  General 
Wheaton,  upon  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  allowed  a  short  time  to 
get  their  supper  before  commencing  the  farther  pursuit,  which  lasted 
all  night. 

The  casualties  of  this  command  on  the  19th,  21st,  and  22d  instant 
amounted  to  8  officers  and  100  enlisted  men  killed  and  wounded, ^or 
about  one-fourth  of  the  officers  and  one  fifth  of  the  men  composing  the 
fighting  force.  A  full  list  accompanies  this  report.* 

During  the  operations  above  reported  my  whole  command  behaved 
entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  Avhere  all  did  so  weW  it  is  a  delicate 
duty  to  name  individuals.  I  cannot,  however,  neglect  to  make  special 
mention  of  Captain  Paul  for  promptly  leading  the  skirmishers  into  the 
enemy’s  works,  thus  preventing  the  escape  and  securing  the  capture  of 
the  artillery,  and  also  Captain  Hufty,  commanding  Fourth  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  for  the  rapid  and  determined  manner  in  which  he  moved 
his  troops  upon  the  enemy’s  position,  securing  their  hasty  and  total 
defeat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

E.  L.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieut.  Col.  Fifteenth  Neiv  Jersey  Vols.,  in  command  of  hriyade. 

Major  Dalton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

A  DBIIN  D  A  . 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st  Brio.,  1st  Div.,  6th  A.  C., 

No.  20.  )  September  27.,  1864. 

I  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  officers  and  men  of  this  com¬ 
mand  upon  the  highly  honorable  and  successful  part  they  have  taken 
in  the  recent  engagement  at  the  Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill  on  the  19th, 
21st,  and  22d  instant. 

At  the  former  positions  the  Fourth  and  Tenth,  by  their  steady  disci¬ 
pline  and  determined  bravery,  arrested  the  retreat  of  the  front  lines, 
checked  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  their  front,  and  promptly  adA^anc- 

*  Embodied  iu  tables,  pp.  112,  120. 
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iiig,  drove  Mm  from  Ms  position,  taking  quite  a  number  of  prisoners. 
The  Fifteenth,  when  ordered  to  support  the  front  lines,  then  giving 
way,  moved  gallantly  forward,  took  and  held  their  position  until  every¬ 
thing  had  given  way  to  the  right  and  left  and  they  were  attacked  in 
flank.  Being  forced  from  its  position  it  promptly  closed  in  rear  of  the 
reserve  line  then  engaged,  retook  its  position  in  the  front  line,  being 
second  to  none  in  the  final  charge,  which  swept  the  enemy  from  the  field, 
losing  heavily  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners. 

At  Fisher’s  Hill  much  credit  is  due  to  the  Fifteenth  and  a  detachment 
of  the  Tenth  for  their  determined  and  excellent  skirmishing  on  the  21st 
aad  the  morning  of  the  22d.  The  prompt  manner  in  which  the  skirmish 
details  just  relieved  assembled  and  formed  for  action  in  the  midst  of 
the  engagement  of  the  22d  was  exceedingly  gratifying.  It  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  Fourth,  under  Captain  Hufty,  forming  the  front  line,  and 
skirmish  line  of  the  Tenth,  under  Lieutenants  Wilson  and  Pine,  to 
crown  the  victory  of  the  22d.  Prompt  at  the  word  of  command  they 
dashed  impetuously  forward,  very  first  in  the  charge,  first  in  the  enemy’s 
works,  capturing  his  artillery,  first  everywhere,  and,  finally,  the  first  re¬ 
organized  command  after  the  battle  was  over. 

The  command  has  behaved  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  where  all 
did  so  well  it  is  a  delicate  duty  to  name  individuals,  but  I  cannot  neg¬ 
lect  to  tender  my  thanks  to  Major  Boeman,  commanding  Tenth,  and 
Captain  Hufty,  commanding  Fourth,  and  Captain  Cornish,  command¬ 
ing  Fifteenth,  for  their  untiring  energy,  and  the  praiseworthy  manner 
in  which  their  commands  were  maneuvered;  also  Captain  Paul  and 
Captain  Tunis,  of  the  brigade  staft',  for  their  active  promptness  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders  regardless  of  personal  danger,  and  their  essential 
assistance  in  the  management  of  the  command. 

Again  we  mourn  the  loss  of  our  best  and  bravest,  but  do  not  forget 
that  your  valor  has  erected  to  their  memory  a  monument  more  endur¬ 
ing  than  any  ever  built  of  brass  or  marble. 

I  regret  to  know  that  each  battalion  has  a  few  skulkers.  Let  them 
receive  prompt  punishment  from  their  officers  and  the  scorn  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  their  comrades. 

E.  L.  CAMPBELL, 

lAeui.  Col.  Fifteenth  Feic  Jersey  Vols..^  in  command  of  brigade. 


No.  Ifi. 

Report  of  Capt.  Baldicin  Hufty.,  Fourth  Heiv  Jersey  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  August  7-Octoher  18. 

Headquarters  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

October  18,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders, No.  5G,  headquarters  Middle 
Military  Division,  October  15,  1864,  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  from  the  organization 
of  the  Middle  Military  Division  up  to  the  18th  instant: 

On  the  7th  of  August  the  army  was  in  camp  outside  of  Bolivar 
Heights,  nothing  of  interest  occurring  until  the  10th,  when  the  regiment 
broke  camp,  taking  the  road  through  Charlestown,  and  camped  about  4 
p.  m.  August  11,  left  Winchester  to  the  right  and  camped  at  6  p.  m. 
August  12,  marched  through  Newtown  and  Middletown ;  camped  near 
Cedar  Creek.  August  13,  crossed  Cedar  Creek  and  camped  about  lialf  a 
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mile  from  Strasburg,  but  iu  the  evening  recrossed  the  creek.  August 
14,  the  regiment,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  were  detailed 
to  support  the  skirmish  line,  which  was  advanced,  driving  the  skirmish 
line  of  the  enemy  before  it,  but  not  requiring  our  assistance  were  not 
called  into  action.  In  the  evening  a  portion  of  the  regiment  were 
detailed  as  pickets.  August  15,  the  regiment  was  formed  on  the 
skirmish  line,  the  left  connecting  with  the  Tenth  Eegiment.  About  3 
p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  determined  attack  on  the  line  to  the  left  of  the 
position  held  by  the  Fourth,  but  a  few  shots  sent  them  under  cover  of 
the  woods,  and  no  further  disturbance  occurred  in  front  of  the  Fourth. 
August  16,  remained  on  picket  during  the  day.  At  9  p.  m.  withdrew 
the  line  and,  taking  the  Winchester  pike,  marched  all  night.  August 
17,  fought  first  battle  of  Winchester,  a  report  of  which  accompanies 
this: 

Report  of  first  battle  of  Winchester, — The  brigade  having  been  detailed 
to  support  the  cavalry,  under  General  Torbert,  wFicli  covered  the  rear  of 
the  army,  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment  was  deployed,  covering  the  Winchester 
pike.  The  Tenth  Eegiment  deployed  on  the  left,  and  the  Fourth  in  the 
center,  covering  one  or  two  small  roads,  the  command  well  protected  by 
stone  walls,  trees,  &c.  In  the  meantime  the  cavalry  had  been  skirmishing 
and  resisting  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  about  3  p.  m.  made  their 
appearance  in  front  of  the  brigade.  An  attack  was  immediately  made 
on  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment,  extending  to  the  right 
of  the  Fourth,  and  soon  afterward  the  whole  line  became  engaged. 
During  the  afternoon  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  observed 
deploying  along  our  whole  front,  betokening  an  assault  on  our  position. 
Just  before  dusk  our  anticipations  were  realized,  and  an  advance  of  the 
rebel  lines  was  made  in  sitch  numbers  we  were  forced  back  after  a 
strong  resistance,  and  our  flank  becoming  exposed  to  an  enfilading 
fire  rendered  it  necessary  to  retire.  The  left  of  the  Fourth  and  the 
Tenth  had  also  received  the  attack,  forcing  them  to  withdraw,  and  in 
their  efforts  to  escape  a  large  number  were  captured.  After  strong 
efforts  a  portion  of  the  brigade  was  rallied  and  covered  the  approach 
to  the  town  of  Winchester  until  the  artillery  was  withdrawn.  The 
whole  command  then  fell  back.  Our  loss  in  the  affair  was  2  men 
wounded,  1  officer  and  37  men  missing. 

August  18,  marched  to  Charlestown  and  camped.  August  19  and  20, 
remained  in  camp,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  on  picket.  August  21,  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  on  our  position  but  their  efforts  were  repulsed. 
The  regiment  was  not  called  into  action  except  the  portion  which  was 
on  picket  and  which  was  skirmishing  all  day;  at  midnight  withdrew. 
August  22,  formed  line  at  Halltown.  August  23  to  27,  nothing  of 
interest  occurred.  August  28,  marched  to  Charlestown.  August  29  to 
September  2,  remained  in  camp.  September  3,  marched  to  Clifton  and 
camped.  September  4,  a  demonstration  made  by  the  rebels  on  our  front, 
but  did  not  result  in  anything.  September  5  to  18,  remained  in  camp 
engaged  in  usual  camp  duties.  September  19  to  22,  fought  battles  of 
Winchester  or  Opequon  and  Strasburg.  September  23,  pursued  the 
rebels  through  Mount  Jackson  and  NTew  Market,  following  them  closely 
all  day.  September  25,  the  regiment  was  detailed  as  skirmishers  and 
advanced  as  such  as  far  as  Harrisonburg,  where  it  went  into  camp.  No 
resistance  was  made  to  our  advance,  they  (the  enemy)  having  taken  a 
road  to  the  left  toward  the  mountains.  September  26,  27,  28,  remained 
in  camp.  September  29,  marched  to  Mount  Crawford.  September  30, 
returned  to  Harrisonburg. 
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October  1  to  5^  remained  in  camp.  October  6,  marched  beyond  New 
Market  toward  Mount  Jackson.  October  7^  marched  beyond  Wood- 
stock  and  encamped.  October  8,  marched  to  Strasburg  and  encamped. 
October  9,  remained.  October  10,  marched  to  Front  Koyal. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

BALDWIN  HUFTY, 

Captain^  Fourth  Regiment  Neic  Jersey  Volunteers^  Commanding. 
Capt.  C.  V.  Paul, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Om.,  First  Brig.^  First  I)iv.^  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton^  TJ.  8.  Army.,  commanding  Second 
Brigade^  of  operations  September  19. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

September  19,  18d4. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Second  Brigade  while  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
the  Opequon,  September  19,  1864 : 

The  brigade  broke  camp  at  3  a.  m.,  crossed  the  Opequon  at  8  a.  m. 
near  the  Berryville  pike,  continued  the  inarch  about  two  miles,  when  it 
was  halted  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  held  in  reserve.  At  twenty  min¬ 
utes  to  12  I  was  directed  to  move  to  the  front,  keeping  within  support¬ 
ing  distance  of  the  troops  engaged.  The  movement  was  made  in  two 
lines — the  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  leading  and  moving  by 
the  left  of  wing,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  followed 
the  right  and  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York  the  left  wing,  both  regiments 
moving  by  the  left  flank.  After  marching  about  half  a  mile,  the  troops  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  gave  way.  Line  was  immediately  formed,  and  soon 
after  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Kent  gave  me  the  order  to  move  the  brigade 
to  the  right.  The  brigade  was  faced  to  the  right  and  marched  across 
the  pike  into  a  narrow  belt  of  timber,  where  the  second  line  was 
halted  and  faced  to  the  front.  The  Second  Connecticut  continued 
the  march,  inclining  to  the  right,  making  our  line  oblique  to  that  upon 
which  the  enemy  was  advancing.  Bayonets  were  fixed  and  instruc¬ 
tions  given  not  to  fire  until  within  close  range.  The  enemy’s  left, 
extending  far  beyond  our  right,  advanced  till  within  200  yards  of  our 
line,  when  a  brisk  flank  fire  was  opened  by  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  New  Y^ork  and  Sixty-fifth  New  York,  causing  him  to  retire 
in  great  disorder.  The  Second  Connecticut  immediately  moved  for¬ 
ward  and  opened  fire.  The  whole  line  then  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  and  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  brigade 
was  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  which  position  it  held  till  the 
attack  was  renewed  in  the  afternoon.  The  brigade  during  this  con¬ 
test  behaved  with  great  steadiness,  moved  into  position  under  fire, 
received  the  enemy  with  a  cool  and  well-directed  fire,  and  then  advanc¬ 
ing,  regained  the  ground  previously  lost.  On  the  left  of  the  brigade 
the  Thirty- seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers  rendered  invaluable  serv¬ 
ice  in  supporting  Stevens’  battery.  At  the  moment  the  brigade  halted 
Major  Dalton  informed  me  of  the  death  of  General  Bussell,  and  that 
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the  command  of  the  division  devolved  u[)on  ]ne.  I,  therefore,  turned 
over  the  brigade  to  Col.  J.  E.  Hamblin,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Yolun- 
teers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  UPTON, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  Henry  E.  Dalton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Division.,  Bixth  Corps. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New 

York  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brioade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

October  23,  1864. 

Capt.  S.  W.  Eussell, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen,,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  part  token  by  this  brigade  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  instant. 

I  am,  ’captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  OLCOTT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  121st  New  York  State  Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Eeport  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth 
Corps,  in  the  engagement  of  October  19,  1864 : 

The  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin,  Sixty-fifth  New 
'York  State  Volunteers,  was  under  arms  at  daylight.  As  the  firing  on 
the  left  increased,  the  brigade  was  placed  in  line  facing  to  the  rear,  to 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  on  what  is  called  the  Hite  road.  This 
road  is  parallel  to  and  about  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  camp  the  brigade 
had  occupied.  The  line  was  formed  in  the  following  order  from  the 
right:  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
first  New  York  State  Volunteers,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  and 
Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  There  was  an  interval  of  200  or 
300  yards  between  the  brigade  and  the  troops  on  the  left.  These  troops 
were  supposed  at  the  time  to  be  a  i)art  of  the  Second  Division  ;  but  a 
staff  officer  at  corps  headquarters  says  that  there  was  a  brigade  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  between  the  I^irst  and  Second  Divisions,  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Dwight,  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  thinks  a  portion  of  the  Eighth 
Corps  occuined  that  position.  The  brigade  had  been  in  line  but  a  short 
time  on  the  said  road,  when  it  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  rear  by  the 
right  of  battalions.  The  movement,  however,  had  hardly  commenced, 
the  Second  Connecticut  not  having  moved  at  all,  when  the  line  was 
reformed  in  the  road,  but  this  time  without  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  New  York,  which  regiment  was  placed  behind  a  slight 
crest  about  100  yards  from  the  road  and  at  an  angle  of  40  degrees 
with  it,  the  right  of  the  regiment  being  refused.  During  this  move¬ 
ment  the  troops  on  the  left  had  retreated  or  been  withdrawn.  The 
brigade  was  attacked  in  this  position.  The  attack,  however,  made  no 
impression  upon  the  line.  The  enemy  were  forced  to  halt  and  a  heavy 
fire  was  kept  up  betAveen  the  lines  for  nearly  thirty  minutes.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  Lieutenant- Colonel  Higinbotham,  Sixty-fifth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  Captain  Hosford,  Second  Connecticut,  were 
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killed^-  and  Captain  Roome,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Colonel  Ham¬ 
blin  and  Lieutenant  Byrnes,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  j  Colonel  Mackenzie, 
Captain  Fenn,  Lieutenant  Sanford,  and  Lieutenant  Gregory,  Second 
Connecticut;  Captain  Douw,  Captain  Burrell,  and  Lieutenant  Johnson, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York,  and  Lieutenant  Simpson  and 
Lieutenant  Eussell,  battalion  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
were  wounded. 

The  troops  on  the  right,  being  hard  pressed,  were  ordered  to  retire, 
and  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  conform  to  their  movements,  to  fall 
back  slowly  and  take  up  a  position  on  a  crest  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear.  But,  in  the  meantime,  the  enemy  had  discovered  and  taken 
advantage  of  the  gap  on  the  left,  and  had  succeeded  in  placing  himself 
directly  on  the  left  flank  of  the  brigade  and  not  200  yards  from  it.  The 
brigade  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  move  rapidly  to  the  rear.  As  soon, 
however,  as  it  had  been  extricated  from  this  position,  a  new  line  was 
formed,  about  1,500  yards  from  the  first  and  at  nearly  right  angles  to 
it.  Here  the  brigade  remained  some  time,  the  command  falling  upon 
Colonel  Mackenzie,  Colonel  Hamblin  being  obliged  to  go  to  the  rear  on 
account  of  his  wound. 

The  order  to  retreat  still  farther  being  given,  the  Second  Connecticut 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  were  deployed  as  skir¬ 
mishers,  with  instructions  to  retire  slowly,  from  crest  to  crest,  holding 
the  enemy  in  check  if  he  advanced,  the  Sixty- fifth  New  York  and  Ninety- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  V olunteers  marchin  g  with  the  division.  The  brigade 
retired  in  this  manner  more  than  a  mile,  when  it  was  faced  about  and 
advanced  nearly  the  same  distance  and  formed  in  two  lines  in  a  wood 
to  the  right  of  the  Third  Division  in  the  following  order  from  the  left: 
first  line.  Sixty-fifth  New  York,  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  eight  companies  Second  Connecticut;  second  line.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  New  York,  two  companies  Second  Connecticut,  a«d  First 
Brigade.  The  brigade  remained  in  this  position  two  or  three  hours.  Col¬ 
onel  Mackenzie,  though  wounded,  assumed  command  of  the  first  line; 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Olcott,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York, 
was  directed  by  General  Wheaton  to  take  command  of  the  second, 
including  the  First  Brigade.  The  order  to  advance  was  given  between 
3  and  4  o’clock.  The  first  line  moved  gallantly  to  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
then  meeting  a  galling  fire,  it  hesitated,  but,  inspired  by  the  noble 
bravery  and  example  of  Colonel  Mackenzie,  it  pressed  forward  to  a 
crest  some  150  yards  in  front.  It  appearing  unable  to  advance  farther, 
and  in  some  danger  of  being  forced  back,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Olcott, 
agreeably  to  instructions  from  General  Wheaton,  charged  with  the 
vsecond  line.  The  two  lines  joined  in  the  charge,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  a  commanding  crest  400  or  500  yards  in  advance.  In  this  charge 
Colonel  Mackenzie,  while  in  front  of  his  men,  was  again  wounded  and 
taken  off  the  field.  The  command  then  fell  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Oicott.  The  brigade  was  forced  to  halt  upon  the  crest  on  account  of 
the  Third  Division  breaking,  leaving  nothing  on  its  left  flank.  While 
the  Third  Division  was  being  reformed  behind  a  stone  wall  some  300 
yards  to  the  rear  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  most  severe  artillery 
and  infantry  fire,  but  firmly  held  the  position  (which  appeared  to  be  the 
key  to  the  whole  line)  for  full  half  an  hour,  and  until,  in  fact,  the  troops 
on  the  left  could  again  be  prepared  to  charge.  General  Wheaton,  in 
the  meantime,  directed  that  as  soon  as  the  left  advanced  the  line  should 
press  forward.  No  sooner,  therefore,  did  the  Third  Division  show  any 
sign  of  a  movement  than  the  brigade  was  ordered  forward.  It  obeyed 
without  a  moment’s  hesitation.  From  the  fact  that  the  brigade  was 
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some  300  or  400  yards  in  advance  of  the  Third  Division,  on  the  left,  and 
on  account  of  the  slowness  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  on  the  right,  it  led 
the  charge.  The  enemy  broke  in  confusion  before  this  advance,  and  were 
followed  so  vigorously  that  they  failed  to  reform  or  to  offer  any  serious 
resistance.  At  sundown,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  across  Cedar 
Creek,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  camp  it  left  in  the  morning. 

In  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Tucker,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
lirst  New  York,  was  killed;  and  Colonel  Mackenzie,  Captain  Burnham, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  and  Lieutenant  Snowden,  Second  Connecticut: 
Major  Galpin  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Howland,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  New  York,  and  Lieutenant  Burns,  battalion  Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  were  wounded. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  of  this  command  for 
their  self-sacrificing  bravery.  Captain  Eoome,  assistant  adjutant-gen¬ 
eral,  who  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  and  Lieutenant  Cleveland, 
acting  assistant  inspector-general,  for  their  efficiency,  deserve  special 
mention. 

Out  of  forty  seven  officers  who  went  into  action  twenty  were  killed 
or  wounded.  Out  of  thirteen  mounted  officers,  eleven  had  their  horses 
shot. 

A  company  of  the  Second  Connecticut,  on  picket  at  Mine  Bank  Ford, 
were  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners  in  the  morning.  No  fault  has 
been  found  with  the  officer  commanding  the  company. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  OLCOTT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  121st  N'ew^Yorh  State  Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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No.  19. 

Rej^ort  of  Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin.^  ^Sixty-fifth  Netc  Yorlc  Infantry^ 
commanding  Second  Brigade^  of  operations  September  lV-23. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

,  September  30^  1864. 

Major  :  In  comiiliauce  with  orders,  headquarters  Sixth  Corps,  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  while  under  my  command,  in  the  battles  of  Win¬ 
chester,  Ya.,  September  19,  1864,  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  September  22, 
1864: 

At  the  battle  of  Y^inchester,  September  19,  this  brigade  was  held  in 
reserve  until  about  11  a.  m.,  when  it  was  led  into  action  by  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  Fpton,  commanding.  A  few  volleys  at  short  range  repulsed  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  and  we  covered,  in  a  single  line,  all  that  was 
possible  of  the  interval  between  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  About 
12.30  p.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Upton  was  called  to  command  of  the  First 
Division,  and  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  devolved  upon 
myself.  At  this  time  the  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  Yolun- 
teers  was  in  line  on  the  right,  distant  about  300  yards  from  the  left  of 
the  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York  State  Yolunteers  on 
the  left,  with  an  interval  of  about  seventy-five  yards  between  its  right 
and  the  left  of  Second  Connecticut.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
first  New  York  State  Yolunteers  had  been  detached  by  General  Upton 
and  moved  some  distance  to  the  left.  I  did  not  see  this  regiment  again 
until  near  the  close  of  the  action.  The  Ninety-fifth  and  Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  in  the  rear  guarding  the  trains.  About 
4  p.  m.,  subsequent  to  the  advance  of  General  Crook’s  command  on  the 
right,  the  Second  Connecticut  Yolunteer  Artillery  moved  forward 
toward  a  piece  of  woods  about  300  yards  distant,  occupied  by  the 
enemy.  The  movement  was  immediately  followed  by  the  Sixty-fifth 
New  York  State  Yolunteers  and  taken  up  along  the  whole  line  to  the 
left.  After  crossing  the  field  the  troops  were  halted,  reformed,  two 
companies  of  the  Second  Connecticut  sent  forward  through  a  small 
copse  of  woods  in  front,  immediately  followed  by  the  whole  line  to  the 
farther  edge  of  the  woods.  From  this  point  the  open  country  stretched 
away  to  Winchester,  the  field  commanded  by  the  enemy’s  artillery,  well 
served.  We  again  moved  forward,  changing  direction  to  the  left,  while 
advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  canister.  Here  Maj.  James 
Q.  Rice,  Second  Connecticut  Yolunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  an  officer  of 
high  character  and  great  gallantry,  was  killed,  and  Major  Skinner, 
same  regiment,  wounded.  While  yet  500  yards  distant  from  the  enemy’s 
guns,  they  were  charged  in  flank  by  our  cavalry,  and  the  action  of  this 
day  concluded,  save  an  occasional  shot  from  Winchester  Heights  as 
our  forces  advanced  to  the  railroad,  where  we  arrived  about  sundown, 
subsequently  moving  into  camj)  on  the  left  of  Winchester.  The  loss  of 
the  brigade  in  this  action  was — killed,  3  officers  and  24  enlisted  men ; 
total,  27 5  wounded,  11  officers  and  152  eidisted  men;  total,  163.  Aggre¬ 
gate,  14  officers  and  176  enlisted  men;  total,  190. 

On  the  21st  instant  this  brigade  left  its  camx)  on  the  right  of  the 
pike,  about  two  miles  from  Cedar  Creek,  and  moved  under  cover  of 
timber  to  a  x)osition  beyond  tlie  riglit  of  tin*.  Nineteentli  Corps,  about 
12  R  R — YOL  XLtll,  PT  I 
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one  mile  and  a  lialf  to  right  of  Strasburg,  opposite  the  extreme  left  of 
the  enemy’s  intrenched  position.  The  Mnety-lifth  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteers,  skirmishing,  led  the  advance.  The  brigade  took  position  in 
two  lines  on  a  commanding  crest,  screened  by  a  thin  skirt  of  timber, 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  I^ew  York  Volunteers,  with  Second 
Connecticut  on  its  right,  in  front  line,  connecting  with  First  Brigade 
on  the  right,  the  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  Sixty- 
fifth  New  York  Volunteers  on  its  right,  in  second  line.  Two  hundred 
of  the  Second  Connecticut  Volunteers,  thrown  forward,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Hubbard,  corps  officer  of  the  day,  engaged 
the  enemy’s  picket-line.  They  were  relieved  at  dusk  by  the  Sixty- 
fifth  New  York  State  V  olunteers,  who  remained  on  this  duty  after 
the  corps  had  changed  its  position,  and  were  not  relieved  in  time 
to  join  the  brigade  until  after  the  charge  of  the  following  day.  About 
11  o’clock  at  night  the  command,  following  the  movements  of  the  First 
Brigade,  marched  by  the  right  flank,  about  one  mile  to  the  right,  tak¬ 
ing  position,  as  before,  in  two  lines,  and  immediately  throwing  up 
breast- works,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  connecting  with  our  left  at  5  a.  m. 
About  3  p.  m.  the  line  advanced,  conforming  its  movements  to  those  of 
the  First  Brigade,  on  the  right,  changed  direction  to  the  right,  drove 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers  from  the  wood  in  front,  and  took  up  position 
on  crest  bounding  a  deep  ravine  in  front,  forming  a  single  line,  the 
Second  Connecticut  on  right,  with  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  State  Volunteers,  the 
two  latter  regiments  forming  a  line  refused  at  nearly  right  angles  with 
the  Second  Connecticut,  facing  the  railroad,  leaving  an  interval  of  400 
paces  between  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  Y^ork 
Volunteers  and  right  of  Nineteenth  Corps.  After  an  hour’s  halt  the 
Avhole  line  moved  forward,  the  Ninety-filth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Volunteers  by  right  flank, 
over  very  uneven  ground,  into  the  enemy’s  works,  which  were  carried 
without  difficulty  or  ^serious  loss.  Beforming  ui)on  the  ground  lately 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  Ave  continued  the  pursuit  all  night  and  the  next 
day  until  about  5  p.  m.,  camping  near  Edenburg,  Va.  The  casualties 
in  this  action  Av  ere — killed,  4  enlisted  menj  Avounded,  1  officer  and  27 
enlisted  men;  total,  32. 

The  conduct  of  all  officers  and  men  on  both  occasions  was  m( t  com¬ 
mendable.  The  greatest  trouble  Avas  the  difficulty  of  restraining  their 
enthusiasm  and  im])atience. 

I  have,  in  a  former  report,  called  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  the  merits  of  Col.  B.  S.  Mackenzie,  commanding  Second 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  Capt.  William  P.  Boome,  assist¬ 
ant  adjutant-general,  Avhose  gallantry  and  abilities  deserve  special 
notice. 

Herewith  I  inclose  detailed  reports  of  the  parts  taken  in  the  above 
actions  by  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  Second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  also  a  nominal 
list  of  casualties. 

1  haA^e  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcs])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  E.  HAMBLIN, 

Colonel  Sixty -Jifth  Neic  York  State  Vols.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Henry  B.  Dalton, 

Aissista)(t  Adjutant- General^  First  Division^  Sixth  'Jorx)s. 
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Ko.  20. 

“Report  of  Col.  Ranald  S.  Mackenzie,  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery, 
of  operations  September  19  and  22. 

Headquarters  Second  Connecticut  Artillery, 

September  30,  1864. 

Ill  compliance  with  orders  from  lieadquarters  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  oper¬ 
ations  of  my  command  during  the  engagement  on  the  Opequon,  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1864:  - 

The  regiment  was  placed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  to  assist 
in  checking  the  enemy  after  the  repulse  of  the  Mneteenth  Corps  in  the 
morning.  Their  advance  was  checked  and  the  regiment  moved  forward 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  took  up  a  position  in  a  ^lollow  seventy-five 
yards  distant  from  the  right  of  Sixty- fifth  NTew  York,  and  the  right  about 
300  yards  distant  from  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  regiment 
remained  in  this  position,  about  400  yards  from  the  enemy,  until  the 
advance  of  General  Crook  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  advanced  across 
the  open  field  in  front,  being  about  600  yards  distant  from  General 
Crook’s  left,  the  left  being  followed  by  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York.  When 
the  line  had  crossed  the  open  field  it  was  halted,  fire  was  opened  to  the 
front,  and  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  faced  to  the  right,  filed  to  the 
left  and  opened  fire  to  clear  the  front  of  troops  on  the  left;  here  the  left 
of  the  line  came  in  close  connection  with  the  right  of  the  regiment.  Two 
companies  were  then  sent  forward  to  occupy  the  copse  of  woods  at  a 
point  about  400  yards  in  advance.  The  rest  of  the  regiment  was  then 
brought  forward  and  placed  in  line  parallel  to  its  original  position, 
wheeled  to  the  left  and  advanced  over  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy  fire, 
princii)ally  artillery,  until  it  reached  a  i^oint  opposite  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  tlien  halted,  when  it  was  faced  to  the  left  and  placed  on  the 
right  of  the  brigade.  Here  the  action  ended  as  far  as  the  regiment  is 
concerned,  as  the  rest  of  the  work  was  done  by  other  troops,  though  the 
regiment  afterward  advanced  some  distance  in  line. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  regiment  was  advanced  through  woods,  con¬ 
necting  on  the  right  with  the  First  Brigade.  The  enemy’s  picket-line 
in  the  woods  was  driven  in,  and  the  regiment  was  halted  for  some  time 
within  about  400  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line,  still  connecting  on  the 
right  with  the  First  Brigade  and  on  the  left  with  the  Ninety-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  line  was  finally  advanced  over  very 
broken  ground,  and  after  a  little  firing  occupied  the  enemy’s  breast¬ 
works,  the  enemy  running  away  in  confusion,  followed  by  men  of  my 
regiment  and  other  commands.  The  regiment  became  in  the  pursuit 
somewhat  scattered,  but  soon  got  together  again.  There  were  some 
prisoners  taken  by  the  regiment  in  this  action  that  I  saw  myself  and 
one  gun.  Two  of  the  companies  got  separated  and  went  into  the  fort 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  with  men  from  other  regiments,  where  other 
guns  were  taken.  I  refused  to  send  men  to  the  rear  with  prisoners  or 
with  the  gun,  as  I  considered  it  of  more  importance  to  have  the  mus¬ 
kets  ready  for  future  service,  if  necessary,  than  to  get  receipts  for 
prisoners. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  all  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment,  who  came  under  my  notice,  did  well.  Special  credit 
is  due  to  Majors  Bice  (killed)  and  Skinner  (wounded)  for  promptly 
rallying  several  companies  which  Avere  for  a  moment  in  confusion  Avlien 
the  regiment  first  came  under  fire  at  Winchester.  Lieutenant-Polonel 
Hubbard  also  deserves  great  credit  for  coolness  and  gallantry  through- 
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out  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d.  He  was  corps  officer  of  the  day, 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  picket-line  during  tlie  engagement.  Captains 
Jones,  Hosford,  and  Fenn  came  j)articnlarly  under  my  notice  for  cool¬ 
ness  and  control  of  their  companies  under  fire.  Color  Corpl.  Charles 
Traver  distinguished  himself  by  an  extraordinary  display  of  gallantry 
in  both  engagements.  I  also  wish  to  mention  Sergt.  Maj.  Frederick  A. 
Lucas,  Cori)oral  Munson,  of  Company  D,  and  Private  O^Eourke,  of 
Company  B,  for  good  conduct  at  FisheFs  Hill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

EANALD  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Colonel  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 


No.  21. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Henry  C.  Fish^  Sixty-fifth  New  Yorh  Infantry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-fifth  New  York  State  Volunteers, 

Near  Mount  Crawford^  Fu.,  September  29^  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamblin,  broke  camp  at  3  a.m.on  the  19th  instant. 
Moving  on  the  right  of  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  road  we 
crossed  the  Opequon  Creek  at  8  a.  m.  and  halted  in  a  ravine  on  the  left 
side  of  the  road  at  9.  About  11  a.  m.  moved  to  the  front  by  the  right 
flank,  following  and  conforming  to  the  movements  of  the  Second  Bat¬ 
talion,  Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery.  Having  ad¬ 
vanced  some  600  yards,  line  was  formed  in  rear  of  Second  Battalion, 
Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery,  and  on  the  left  of  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New  York  Volunteers.  We  were  then 
moved  rapidly  across  the  road  by  the  right  flank  and  halted  in  an  open 
wood,  the  Second  Connecticut  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery  moving  still 
farther  to  the  right  and  forming  on  the  right  of  the  Sixty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers.  The  enemy  soon  appeared  in  force.  The  order  to 
commence  firing  being  given,  a  few  volleys  at  short  range  caused  them 
to  retire  in  confusion.  An  advance  of  some  200  yards  followed  imme¬ 
diately,  during  which  thirteen  prisoners  were  taken.  We  were  halted 
in  the  edge  of  the  wood  and  ordered  to  lie  down.  About  12  m.  Colonel 
Hamblin  was  called  to  take  command  of  the  brigade.  About  3  x).  m. 
we  were  ordered  forward,  in  conjunction  with  a  charge  of  the  Eighth 
Corps  on  the  extreme  right.  From  this  time  our  advance  was  contin¬ 
uous,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  halt  for  the  x^urpose  of  reforming, 
during  which  we  suffered  from  a  severe  artillery  fire,  until  we  halted 
on  the  north  side  of  Winchester  near  the  Martinsburg  pike  road  at 
sunset.  At  8  p.  m.  we  were  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  city  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  gallant  in  the  extreme,  it  being 
difficult  to  restrain  them. 

The  following  is  a  numerical  list  of  casualties  in  the  regiment  during 
the  day:  Killed,  5;  wounded,  24;  total,  29.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  C.  FISK, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sixty -fifth  New  YorJc  Volunteers. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Eoome, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.!  Second  Brigade. 


*  But  see  revised  table,  p.  112. 
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Hdqrs.  Sixty-fifth  New  York  State  Yoljjnteers, 

AYar  Mount  Crmrford^  Ya.^  September  29^  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  moved  from 
camp  near  Cedar  Creek,  at  12  m,  on  the  21st  instant,  to  about  one  mile 
west  of  the  town  of  Strasburg.  Shortly  after  dark  it  was  sent  to 
relieve  a  portion  of  the  skirmish  line.  During  the  night  the  Sixth 
Cor])S  was  moved  to  the  right  and  the  Nineteenth  Corps  occupied  that 
portion  of  the  line  left  vacant.  At  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  22d 
a  brisk  fire  was  opened  by  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers, 
which  was  continued  at  intervals  until  1  p.  m.,  when  a  charge  was  made 
by  a  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  driving  in  that  part  of  the  ene- 
iny’s  line  in  our  immediate  front.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  remain 
on  its  old  line  by  the  corps  officer  of  the  day  until  further  orders  from 
him.  About  4  p.  m.,  an  advance  of  the  line  being  ordered,  I  assembled 
the  regiment,  procured  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  moved  out  to  join 
the  brigade,  which  I  did  about  5.30  p.  m.,  near  Fisher’s  Hill. 

The  regiment  lost  but  one  man  during  the  day.  Private  Conrad  Frank, 
Company  D,  mortally  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  FISK, 

Captain^  Commandimf  Sixty -fifth  New  York  State  Volunteers. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Eoome, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Brigade. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  Olcott,  Orie  hundred  and  twenty-first  New 
York  Infantry,  of  operations  September  22. 

Hdqrs.  121st  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Harrisonburg,  Ya.,  September  27,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  br^ade  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  1  a.  m.  of  the  22d  instant  this  reg¬ 
iment  formed  a  portion  of  the  second  line  of  battle  in  l  ear  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  the'First  Brigade  on  the  right,  the 
Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  on  the  left.  The  regiment  remained  in  that 
position  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  it  advanced,  following  the  movements 
of  the  first  line.  The  first  line  becoming  engaged,  this  regiment, 
together  with  the  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania,  was  moved  to  the  left, 
extending  the  first  line,  forming  the  extreme  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  a 
si)ace  of  about  400  yards  between  it  and  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  Re¬ 
mained  in  this  position  until  ordered  to  advance,  conforming  to  the 
movements  of  the  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania.  Moved  some  distance  by 
tlie  right  flank,  crossing  the  railroad.  The  enemy  having  in  the  mean¬ 
time  been  driven  from  his  position,  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
in  pursuit.  The  loss  in  the  regiment  was  slight;  luit  two  men  wounded. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  OLCOTT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  William  P.  Roome, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade- 
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No.  23. 

Report  of  Copt,  ‘John  D.  P.  Routv^  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  New 
York  Infantry^  of  operations  September  19-21. 

Hdqrs.  121st  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

September  27,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Eegiment  New 
York  Volunteers  in  the  late  battles  of  Winchester,  Va. : 

The  regiment  broke  camp  at  3  a.  m.  the  19th  of  September  and 
marched  with  the  brigade;  crossed  the  Opequon  at  8  a.  m.;  halted  at 
9  a.  m.  in  a  ravine  on  the  left  of  the  pike  three  miles  from  Winchester, 
Va.  At  11  a.  m.  we  moved  forward  some  distance  by  the  flank  in  two 
columns,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Eegiment  in  rear  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  Second  Eegiment  Connecticut  Volunteers  and  formed 
line.  We  then  moved  to  the  right  by  the  flank  into  a  piece  of  woods,  and 
here  the  regiment  halted  and  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down.  The 
Second  Connecticut  filed  past  and  the  Sixty-fifth  Eegiment  New  York 
Volunteers  formed  on  our  left.  When  the  enemy  had  advanced  to 
within  200  yards  the  order  was  given  by  General  Upton  to  fire.  The 
regiment  rose  up  and  delivered  a  few  volleys,  which  caused  the  enemy  to 
retreat  in  disorder.  We  followed  them  a  few  hundred  yards,  capturing 
3  officers  and  12  men.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  the  left  of 
the  Thirty- seventh  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  rear  of  a 
piece  of  woods.  Afterward  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Vol¬ 
unteers  joined  our  left.  At  4  p.  m.  the  line  advanced  800  yards,  met 
the  enemy  and  drove  them  some  400  yards,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  artillery.  They  were  soon  flanked  by  the  Eighth  Corps, 
when  we  advanced  to  the  railroad,  then  moved  by  the  flank  to  the 
south  side  of  Winchester,  where  we  camped  for  the  night.  The  regi¬ 
ment  lost  2  enlisted  men  killed ;  1  officer  and  11  men  wounded.  The 
officers  and  men  acted  with  spirit  and  displayed  great  bravery;  all 
deserve  much  praise. 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  20th  commenced  the  march  to  Strasburg,  arriving 
at  3  p.  m.  We  remained  until  noon  of  the  next  day,  when  we  moved 
to  the  right  of  the  town  and  formed  line  on  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps,  the  Second  Eegiment  Connecticut  Volunteers  on  our  right, 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  P.  DOUW, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment, 

Capt.  William  P.  Eoome, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Capt.  Francis  J.  Randall,  commanding  Ninety-fifth  and  Ninety- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  September  19-27. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-fifth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Camp  near  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Brigade  of 
the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  rei^ort  the  movements  of  this 
command  at  the  late  engagements  at  the  Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill: 

Conjointly  with  the  Ninety-sixth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
we  were,  on  the  movement  out  to  the  Opequon,  detailed  as  guard  for 
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tlie  corps  wagon  train,  and  consequently  took  no  active  part  in  the 
operations  at  that  place  and  in  front  of  Winchester.  On  the  morning 
of  the  21st  of  September  we  rejoined  the  brigade  near  Strasburg,  and 
at  noon  proceeded  out  to  tlie  front,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and  com¬ 
ing  upon  the  enemy  posted  uimn  rising  ground.  We  halted  and 
remained  in  line  of  battl-cr until  midnight,  when  we  took  up  the  line  of 
march  and  moved  out  to  the  right.  Halted  in  the  woods  and  con¬ 
structed  breast-works,  the  two  right  companies  being  detailed  for 
picket;  continuous  skirmishing  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  moved 
forward  and  took  part  in  the  charge  upon  the  enemy’s  position  on 
Fisher’s  Hill,  driving  them  in  confusion.  Our  own  loss,  two  men 
wounded.  We  captured  seven  prisoners  concealed  in  the  bushes.  Fol¬ 
lowed  upon  the  enemy’s  rear  closely,  marching  all  night,  and  at  day¬ 
light  halted  at  AYoodstock,  Avhence,  after  rations  had  been  issued,  we 
resumed  the  inarch,  being  again  detailed  as  corps  wagon  guard  jointly 
with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Yoi  k  Yolunteers.  Halted 
beyond  Edenburg  and  encamped  for  the  night  with  the  brigade.  At 
6  a.  m.  of  the  24tli  again  moved  forward,  and  after  a  very  long  and  rapid 
march  came  uiDon  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  a  little  distance  beyond  New 
Market.  AVe  were  immediately  deployed  as  skirmisliers  to  connect  with 
the  Third  Division;  advanced  out  on  the  left  of  and  through  the  town, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who  kept  falling  back  until  dark,  when 
we  established  the  line  for  the  night  about  —  miles  in  advance  of  the 
town.  During  the  night  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  were  relieved  by  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and,  rejoin¬ 
ing  the  brigade,  we  resumed  the  march  (with  battalion  Ninety-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  temporarily  attached  to  the  command)  and 
proceeded  to  Harrisonburg,  Avhere  we  encamped  for  the  night,  and  are 
now  remaining. 

I  aj)pend  a  list  of  casualties,*  and  am,  vsir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HAND  ALL, 

Capf.j  Comdg.  95th  Regi.  Renn.  Voh.,  and  Bait.  9(>th  Fenn.  VoJs. 

Capt.  AV.  P.  lioOME, 

A ssisfant  Adjntan  t-  (ienera  1. 


No.  25. 

Reports  of  Col.  Oliver  Edwards^  Thirty-seventh  Alassachusetts  Infantry., 
eonimanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  hieptemher  19-Octol)er  25. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Winchester^  Fu.,  hteptemher  24^  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  detachment  of  the  Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavahy  were  sent  out  on  the  Berryville  turnpike  half  a 
mile  beyond  the  Opequon  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  our  wounded  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  were,  as  reported,  at  that  point.  This  party,  consisting  of 
two  commissioned  officers  and  fifty  inen,  were  attacked  by  a  band  of  the 
enemy’s  guerrillas,  numbering  150  or  200,  and,  although  well  disposed 
for  a  fight,  completely  routed,  but  four  of  them  having  as  yet  reported. 
When  the  news  of  the  disaster  readied  this  xiost  the  entire  regiment 
was  at  once  disxiatched  to  tlie  iioint  w^liere  it  occurred,  the  whole 
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country  was  thoroughly  scouted,  two  of  our  own  dead  and  one  of  the 
enemy’s  that  fell  in  the  engagement  were  discovered,  but  no  further 
information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  or  the  further  extent 
of  the  loss  could  be  ascertained,  except  that  [they]  saw  a  squad  cutting 
their  way  through  and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Hari)er’s  Ferry. 
Mosby  is  hovering  around  this  vicinity  with  at  least  400  men.  Two 
hundred  men  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  on  duty  at  this  post  are  new 
recruits,  and,  I  thiuk,  with  an  increase  of  force  he  could  be  probably 
either  captured  or  used  up.  I  would,  therefore,  request  that  the  Fourth 
New  York,  Major  Schwartz  commanding,  be  added  to  the  cavalry  force 
at  this  post.  In  the  house  of  Mrs.  O’Bannon,  on  Kent  street,  where 
Major  Gilmor  lay  wounded  until  noon  the  19th  instant,  are  two  ladies 
wlio  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  rebel  Government  as  clerks. 
Miss  Fannie  Dickens,  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  Miss  Kate  Eeily,  for¬ 
merly  of  this  place.  These  ladies  represent  that  they  are  without 
homes  or  employment,  have  no  means  of  subsistence,  and  ask  to  be 
sent  beyond  the  lines.  I  respectfully  ask  for  instructions  in  the  matter. 
A  train  of  150  wagons  loaded  with  wounded  and  large  number  of 
empty  wagons  will  leave  for  Harper’s  Ferry  early  to-morrow  to  return 
in  obedience  to  orders.  Eight  hundred  and  forty-two  prisoners,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  captured  artillery  and  train  of  wagons  loaded  with 
wounded,  arrived  this  p.  m.  The  post-office  of  the  place  was  fired 
to-day,  probably  by  men  about  the  hospitals.  The  fire  was,  with  great 
difficulty,  subdued,  and  the  matter  is  being  investigated. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWAEDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brihade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Winchester.^  F«.,  September  30,  1864. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarters  First  Division, 
Sixth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  details  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  engagement  at  the  Ope- 
quon  on  the  19th  instant : 

This  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  left  its  camp  near  Clifton, 
Va.,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant.  Shortly  after  3  o’clock 
reached  the  Opequon  and  crossed  not  long  after  sunrise.  The  enemy 
were  met  in  force  about  two  miles  southwest  of  that  stream.  The  bri¬ 
gade  was  placed  in  position  *  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  in  columns  of 
battalions  at  full  distance,  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  battle,  with 
instructions  to  move  by  the  right  flank  and  keep  300  yards  in  rear  of 
the  line  and  move  forward  when  the  first  line  advanced.  In  this  posi¬ 
tion  the  command  suffered  severely  from  a  hot  and  continuous  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  artillery.  At  11.40  the  column  commenced  to  move  for¬ 
ward,  coming  into  line  of  battle  immediately  after  passing  through  the 
first  belt  of  woods.  Thus  the  brigade  continued  its  forward  movement 
under  quite  a  severe  fire  until  ordered  to  move  double-quick  to  the 
right  of  the  road,  as  the  enemy  had  broken  through  the  line  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps.  Seeing  the  enemy  had  got  to  the  rear  and  right  of 
us,  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Montague,  commanding  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  attack  them  at  that  point.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy  came  out  of  the  woods  in  front  of  us  in  two 
lines  of  battle  and  charged.  I  advanced  my  brigade  with  bayonets  at 
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the  charge,  forcing  the  fugitives  iu  front  to  lay  down  as  we  passed  over 
them.  We  opened  fire  at  150  yards  range  and  drove  the  enemy  back 
handsomely.  At  the  same  time  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Montague  drove 
the  enemy  back  from  the  rear  and  right,  taking  150  prisoners  and  inflict¬ 
ing  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy,  though  I  regret  to  say  the  Thirty- 
seveuth  Massachusetts  lost  over  one- third  its  number;  nothing  but 
their  Spencer  rifles  enabled  them  to  defeat  more  than  five  times  their 
number.  Oapt.  H.  H.  Young,  brigade  inspector,  and  Lieutenant  Colt, 
seeing  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road  in  danger  of  capture,  placed 
the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  support,  who  handsomely 
repulsed  the  enemy  and  flanked  that  part  of  their  line  that  was  in 
front  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike.  Gen¬ 
eral  Kussell  was  killed  at  this  time  charging  with  my  brigade.  As 
soon  as  the  lines  were  reformed  on  our  right  an  advance  was  ordered. 
We  moved  steadily  forward,  driving  the  enemy  before  us.  Greneral 
Upton  was  wounded,  and  turned  over  the  command  of  the  division  to 
me.  Again  the  advance  was  ordered  and  the  division  charged  across 
the  open  country  in  magnificent  line  and  order  up  to  the  heights  of 
Winchester.  The  enemy  broke  before  us  and  were  routed.  The  Forty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  saved  Cowan’s  battery,  and  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers  saved  Stevens’.  The  officers  of 
these  two  artillery  organizations  acknowledged  that  these  regiments 
succeeded  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  capturing  their  pieces.  The 
Thirth- seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers  also  captured  the  battle-flag 
of  the  Second  Virginia  Infantry,  and  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  the 
headquarters  flag  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWARDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Maj.  H.  R.  Dalton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

,  Winchester,,  Fu.,  October  5,  1864, 
General  :  The  picket-post  from  the  army  at  the  front,  numbering 
about  150  cavalry.  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  stationed  at  Mount  Jack- 
son,  were  attacked  at  daylight  day  before  yesterday.  One  captain  and 
thirty- seven  men  of  said  post  reported  night  before  last  here ;  fifteen 
have  come  in  to-day.  They  were  captured  and  paroled  by  the  Sev¬ 
enth  Virginia  Cavalry.  They  represent  that  Hampton’s  Legion  were 
expected  early  yesterday  morning  at  daylight  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  that 
a  dispattih  bearer  from  General  Sheridan,  with  orders  not  to  send  any 
train  forward,  was  captured  by  the  enemy;  also  that  they  heard  heavy 
firing  yesterday  morning  at  the  front.  Do  not  think,  general,  that  I 
overrate  ^he  danger  between  here  and  the  front.  I  simply  give  you 
the  above  as  taken  in  detail,  and  believe  about  half  of  it  myself.  If 
you  think  it  is  necessary  to  send  any  of  this  report  to  General  Steven¬ 
son,  please  do  so.  The  train  that  left  here  yesterday  morning  for  the 
front  had  1,207  cavalry  and  300  infantry  for  escort.  There  is  a  rumor 
that  the  train  was  cai)tured  at  Cedar  Creek.  I  iflace  no  faith  in  it  at 
all,  and  feel  sure  that  the  train  will  go  through  all  right.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  come  down  to  see  you  in  a  day  or  two.  The  bridge  at  Eden- 
burg  has  been  burned,  and  also  the  bridge  at  Mount  Jackson.  Eden- 
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burg  bridge  is  of  some  importance,  as  the  ford  is  difficult.  Four  men 
of  the  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  taken  yesterday 
by  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  near  my  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWAEDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Brigadier- General  ]!^eill. 

Commanding  Post  at  Martinshurg. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Wmchester,  Va.,  October  25.,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  9  a.  m.  the  escort 
that  came  from  Martinsburg  last  evening  with  General  Neill  left  this 
post  to  return.  This  escort  consisted  of  lifty  men,  thirty  of  whom  were 
from  the  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  command  of 
Second  Lieut.  B.  F.  Hasson,  Twenty-second  Cavalry.  General-A.  N. 
Huffie,  with  his  two-horse  light  spring  wagon,  and  Captain  Eoome, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Cordis, 
who  was  here  wounded,  with  the  headquarters  light  wagon  of  that  bri¬ 
gade,  accompanied  it  on  its  return.  When  about  five  miles  from  this 
place  General  Duffie,  with  ten  men  from  the  escort,  with  his  light 
wagon,  pushed  ahead,  and  when  about  one  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the 
main  body  was  attacked  by  a  party  from  Mosby’s  or  Gilmor's  band  of 
guerrillas  and  captured.  The  wagon  was  run  ofi'  to  the  side  of  the 
road  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  taken  away.  A  courier  from  the 
escort  brought  in  the  news  of  the  disaster,  and  the  other  light  wagon 
returned.  I  immediately  sent  out  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry  and  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  hunt  up 
the  enemy.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  having  ascertained  that  the  party  went  off  toward  Snicker’s 
Ferry,  immediately  put  off  in  that  direction  and  has  not,  as  yet, 
returned.  The  enemy’s  force  is  supposed  to  have  been  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood  of  300  men.  Major  Durland,  commanding  Seven¬ 
teenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  has  since  returned  and  reports  that  he 
followed  this  force  by  a  circuitous  route  as  far  as  Seivers’  Ford,  on  the 
Opequon,  and  that  they  received  reliable  information  from  citizens 
along  the  route  that  General  Duffie’s  spring  wagon,  with  himself  and 
one  other  officer  inside,  had  i)assed  the  vicinity  of  Brucetown.  I  Avill 
await  further  orders  as  when  to  forward  the  next. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWAEDS, 

ColoneC  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Stajfj  Middle  Military  Pivision. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  27,  1864. 

Major:  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  50,  from  headquarters 
Middle  Military  District,  of  October  15,  1804,  I  have  the  honor  to  for¬ 
ward  the  following  report  of  the  ojjerations  of  my  command  since  the 
organization  of  the  army  up  to  the  10th  instant: 

On  the  9th  of  August  my  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  com¬ 
menced  the  movement  up  the  Valley.  On  the  12th  the  brigade  was  de- 
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tadied  from  the  rest  of  the  division  and  ordered  to  garrison  Winchester. 
Believed  by  General  Kenly’s  troops  on  the  13th ;  marched  as  guard  to 
the  trains  as  far  as  Middletown^, rejoining  the  division  at  Cedar  Creek, 
where  remained  until  night  of  the  IGth,  when  the  command  marched, 
reaching  the  Opequon  the  following  afternoon  j  left  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th  and  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown.  On  the  21st  the 
enemy  attacked  our  picket-line,  the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  and 
Second  Ehode  Island  Volunteers  on  the  line.  That  night  moved  back 
as  far  as  Hall  town.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  ordered  to  the  support 
of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia;  remained  in  this  position  until  the 
28th,  when  the  command  moved  as  far  as  Charlestown,  taking  up  its 
old  position.  Oh  the  3d  of  September  moved  from  camp  near  Charles¬ 
town,  Va.,  and  marched  as  far  as  Clifton,  where  the  position  was 
intrenched  and  the  command  remained  in  it  until  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  when,  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  it  moved  out  to  the  Opequon, 
crossed  that  stream  shortly  after  daylight,  and  participated  in  the 
engagement  of  that  day,  losing  16  commissioned  officers  and  228  enlisted 
men.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  command  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
Winchester,  where  it  has  remained  as  a  garrison  to  the  post  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWAKDS, 


Colonel.,  Commanding. 


Maj.  Henry  B.  Dalton, 

Assistant  A dpit ant- General.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  26. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Baynton  J.  Hickman,  Forty -ninth  Penn.sylvania 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  19. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

September  25,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  September  19,  1864: 

We  broke  camp  at  3  a.  m.  and  marched  to  the  Berryville  crossing  of 
the  Opequon,  which  we  crossed  about  8  a.  m.  and  marched  about  two 
miles  on  the  turnpike  toward  Winchester  before  we  got  into  position. 
The  brigade  was  formed  in  column  of  battalions,  this  command  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  supporting  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions 
of  the  Sixth  Corps.  When  ordered  to  advance  we  marched  by  the  left 
flank  through  a  dense  wood  to  a  ravine,  where  we  came  into  line  and 
advanced  to  the  crest.  -  Here  the  enemy  succeeded  in  driving  back  the 
advance  which  we  were  supporting.  By  the  time  we  reached  the  top 
of  the  crest  we  became  the  front  line,  owing  to  some  confusion  among 
the  troops  on  the  right.  We  received  the  order  to  change  ^Hront  to  rear,” 
which  was  done  under  fire  as  steadily  as  on  drill.  This  left  a  battery 
on  our  left  unsupported,  which  the  enemy  discovered  and  advanced  on 
the  double-quick  to  capture.  The  command  was  called  on  to  save  it. 
We  advanced  again  on  a  line  with  the  battery, when  the  enemy  retired. 
We  again  advanced  to  a  ravine  and  halted,  our  right  resting  on  the 
turnpike.  While  in  this  i-avine  we  were  supplied  with  ammunition,  &c. 
The  order  to  advance  was  given  and*  obeyed  with  a  will  by  the  officers 
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and  men,  keeping  a  well-dressed  line,  halting  occasionally  for  the  right 
and  left  to  get  np  with  us,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  protection  of  a  line 
of  rail  piles  used  by  the  enemy.  While  in  rear  of  these  rails  the  com¬ 
mand  was  enfiladed  by  two  of  the  enemy’s  guns  on  our  left  flank  and  a 
heavy  fire  from  a  battery  in  our  front.  Troops  coming  up  on  our  left 
drove  these  off,  while  we  silenced  those  in  front  with  a  steady  fire  of 
musketry.  The  enemy  soon  ceased  resistance.  We  advanced  to  the 
suburbs  of  the  town  without  further  opposition.  Darkness  coming  on 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  the  Winchester  cemetery. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the  command  there  w^re  nearly  150 
men  who  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time.  Their  coolness  could  not 
be  surpassed  by  the  oldest  veterans.  After  getting  under  fire  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  not  disgraced  by  haying  a  single  straggler. 

Casualties  during  the  day  were  as  follows:  Killed — officer,  men, 
10.  Wounded — officers,  2;  men,  31.  Total  officers,  3;  men,  41. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  HICKMAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Latta, 

Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Col.  Isaac  C.  Bassett^  Bighty -second  Pennsylvania  Infantry., 
of  operations  September  19. 


Hdqrs.  Eight y-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

September  27,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  report  the  following  part  taken 
by  this  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  September  19,  at  3  o’clock,  left  our  camp  near 
Berryville,  Va.,  and  marched  to  Opequon  Creek,  where  we  arrived  at 
about  7  o’clock.  Crossed  creek  and  moved  about  two  miles  toward 
Winchester,  where  we  halted  until  about  11  o’clock,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  advance  with  the  Third  Brigade.  Advanced  through  a 
dense  woods  and  heavy  artillery  firing.  After  we  passed  through 
woods,  formed  line  and  advanced  under  heavy  musketry  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  Finding  troops  of  the  Third  Division  falling  back,  we 
charged  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  (after  some  two  hours’  fighting)  in 
(blving  them.  Continued  to  advance  until  we  reached  the  railroad,  on 
edge  of  Winchester,  at  dark,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

Our  loss  (which  was  previously  reported)  was  7  enlisted  men  killed, 
2  officers  and  53  men  wounded. 

The  death  of  General  Bussell,  commanding  First  Division,  Sixth 
Army  Corps,  and  wounding  of  General  Upton,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  placed  Colonel  Edwards  in  command  of  the  First  Division  and 
myself  in  command  of  the  Third  Brigade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vours, 

I.  C.  BASSETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  James  W  Latta, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Brigade. 
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Ko.  28. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clarlc^  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry.)  of  operations  September  19. 

Headquarters  119th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers^ 

September  36^  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  engagement  of  September  19: 

On  the  morning  of  September  19  this  command  broke  camp  near 
Berry ville,  Va.,  moviog  left  in  front  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  in  a 
westerly  direction  to  the  Opequon  j  crossed  and  threw  out  one  commis¬ 
sioned  officer  and  twenty  men  as  flankers  on  right;  thence  advanced 
rapidly  up  the  Berryville  pike  to  within  about  four  miles  of  Winchester; 
turned  to  left  of  the  pike,  and  filed  into  a  ravine  under  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  where  we  occupied  the  second  line  of  battle.  Be¬ 
rn  ained  in  this  position  for  two  hours,  then  moved  by  the  left  flank  in 
two  columns,  taking  up  a  position  in  a  perpendicular  line  to  the  front, 
with  battalion  distance,  where  we  received  a  heavy  shelling.  After 
remaining  in  this  position  about  an  hour  we  again  moved  by  the  left 
flank  (meantime  brisk  skirmishing  going  on  in  our  front)  with  much 
difficulty  through  a  dense  woods  of  timber  and  scrub  oak.  After  get¬ 
ting  through  this  piece  of  woods  and  again  coming  out  into  open  coun¬ 
try  we  formed  in  line  in  a  ravine,  fifth  regiment  from  the  right;  then 
received  orders  to  advance  in  line,  we  being  the  second  line  of  battle'; 
the  enemy  being  driven  by  the  first  line,  we  did  not  become  engaged 
until  we  had  advanced  probably  half  a  mile  or  more,  taking  a 
diagonal  course  to  the  left;  across  a  ravine  and  strip  of  woods  of  thick 
underbrush,  when  we  changed  front  to  rear  on  first  company.  Moved 
by  the  right  flank,  and  filing  to  the  right  again  crossed  the  ravine  with 
slight  confusion  in  the  ranks,  caused  by  density  of  underbrush,  but  the 
regiment  soon  again  formed  in  its  original  line.  The  firing  with  the 
front  line  by  this  time  became  very  spirited,  the  enemy  driving  it  in 
confusion  through  our  line,  and  following  them  up  soon  made  their 
appearance  in  a  corn  field  in  our  front,  their  musketry  and  artillery  both 
doing  great  execution  to  our  line.  We  were  then  ordered  to  advance, 
wliich  we  did,  and  driving  them  from  their  position  in  the  field  were 
ordered  to  halt  behind  a  fence,  at  which  time  the  firing  became  brisk 
and  the  enemy  fell  back  into  a.woods  of  high  timber,  the  firing  being 
keqit  up  between  us  for  some  time.  In  this,  position  we  lay  about  two 
hours.  While  here  General  Sheridan  rode  along  amidst  the  cheers  of 
the  whole  line,  inspiriting  the  men.  A  skirmish  line  was  then  thrown 
out  and  we  were  ordered  to  advance.  Moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, 
driving  the  enemy  before  us,  halting  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  woods  a 
few  moments,  thence  forward  to  the  crest  of  a  hill.  At  this  point  we 
received  a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns  on  our  left 
.  flank  and  in  our  immediate  front.  We  were  ordered  to  about  face, 
moved  some  fifty  paces  to  the  rear,  about  faced  and  were  ordered  to  lie 
down.  Again  did  General  Sheridan  ride  along  the  lines  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  men  became  unbounded.  Once  more  we  pressed 
forward,  driving  the  enemy  in  great  disorder;  advanced  some  200 
yards  under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  planted  on  ledoubt  upon  a 
high  piece  of  ground  near  tlie  town  of  Winchester.  This  artillery  was 
soon  compelled  to  cease  firing  and  we  moved  forward,  halting  on  the 
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railroad  about  a  half  hour,  by  tbis  time  the  bglitiug  having  subsided. 
We  then  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  near  a  cemetery,  where  we  arrived 
at  about  8  p.  m.  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  officers  of  this  command  all  conducted  themselves  upon  this 
occasion  in  the  most  gallant  and  praiseworthy  manner,  and  the  impetu¬ 
osity  of  the  men  to  rush  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  could  scarcely  be 
restrained. 

The  casualties  sum  up  a  total  of  2  enlisted  men  killed  and  2  commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  19  enlisted  men  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  CDARK, 

Lieutenant- Colo7ielj  CommandAng  Regiment, 

Capt.  James  W.  Latta, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes^  Second  Rhode  Island  Infantry.^  of 
operations  Septemher  19. 

Headquarters  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteers, 

Winchester j  la.,  Septemher  27^  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  that  my  command  moved 
with  the  brigade,  fourth  battalion  in  order  of  march,  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  instant,  and  after .  crossing  Opequon  Creek  formed  with  the 
brigade  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  into  action  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battalion,  but  was 
soon  ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Montague,  commanding  the  Thirty- seventh  Regiment  Massachu¬ 
setts  Volunteers,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division  lines.  Crossing 
the  open  fields  I  moved  at  a  double-quick  for  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
and  reported  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  canister  from  two 
guns,  which  the  enemy  had  posted  in  a  piece  of  woods  about  300  yards 
in  our  front.  I  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Thirty- seventh  [Massachusetts] 
Volunteers,  and  when  the  order  to  advance  was  given  I  moved  for¬ 
ward  with  that  regiment  and  continued  with  them  until  the  action 
terminated,  when  I  bivouacked  with  the  brigade  in  the  field. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  splendidly,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
mentioning  Second  Lieut.'  Charles  W.  Gleason,  commanding  Company 
B,  Sergt.  Maj.  David  Small,  Corpl.  Thomas  Parker  (wounded),  and 
Private  William  J.  Babcock,  Company  B,  as  particularly  distinguishing 
themselves  by  their  gallant  conduct. 

Although  engaged  during  the  entire  action,  my  losses  were  very  few. 
I  have  already  forwarded  a  list  of  casualties.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  RHODES, 

Captain.^  Comdg.  Battalion  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Latta, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  I)iv.,  Sixth  Corps. 


*  Embodied  in  table,  p.  112., 
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No.  30. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jolm  B.  Doughty^  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19. 

Hdqks.  Battalion  P'ifth  Wisconsin  Yol.  Infantry, 

September  25^  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  part  taken  by  this 
command  in  the  engagement  of  the  lOth  instant: 

This  battalion,  with  the  brigade,  broke  camp  near  Clifton,  Ya.,  on  the 
19th  instant,  and  marched  thence  to  about  three  miles  west  of  Opequon 
Creek,  where  we  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division, 
Sixth  Corps ;  participated  in  the  charge,  and  had  4  enlisted  men  killed, 
1  commissioned  officer  and  11  enlisted  men  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  DOUGHTY, 
Cax)tain^  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  James  W.  Latta, 

Assist  an  t  A  djntant-  General. 


No.  31. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Gettyj  (I.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Second 
Division^  of  operations  September  19-22  and  Oetober  19. 

Headc^uarters  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Near  Harrisonburg.,  Va.,  October  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  division  in  the  late  operations  from  the  19th  to  the  22d 
of  September,  inclusive : 

The  division  moved  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  19th  from  camp  near  Clifton; 
reached  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek  by  the  Berryville  and  Win¬ 
chester  pike  at  6  a.  m.  in  advance  of  the  infantry  of  the  corps  and  army; 
immediately  crossed  and  pushed  on  toAvard  Winchester  to  the  suiiport 
of  lYilson’s  division  of  cavalry,  which  was  engaging  the  enemy  some 
two  miles  distant,  at  the  point  where  the  defile  or  ravine  through 
Avhich  the  road  winds  after  crossing  the  Opequon  heads  and  loses  itself 
in  the  high  and  rolling  country.  On  reaching  this  point  the  division 
Avas  moved  to  the  left  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  placed 
in  position,  generally  in  one  line,  with  the  right  resting  on  the  pike  and 
the  left  extending  to  Abraham’s  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Opequon.  The 
division  remained  in  this  position  until  11.40  a.  m.,  exposed  to  artillery 
fire.  Warner’s  (Second)  and  Wheaton’s  (First)  brigades  being  Avell 
screened  by  a  skirt  of  pine  Avoods  suffered  little,  but  Bidwell’s  (Third) 
brigade,  Avhich  occupied  a  high,  open  ridge,  lost  considerably  from 
artillery.  The  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  continued  the  line  on  the 
right.  Wilson’s  cavalry  took  post  on  the  left,  a  mile  distant.  Mc- 
Knight’s  and  Cowan’s  batteries,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  were  placed  imme¬ 
diately  in  rear  of  Bidwell’s  brigade,  and,  advancing  and  firing  as 
the  lines  advanced,  rendered  most  important  service.  In  front  the 
ground  was  descemling  and  nearly  all  open,  though  broken  by  ravines 
as  far  as  Winchester,  fully  tAvo  miles  and  ahalfdistafiit.  In  the  general 
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advance  at  11.40  a.  in.  tlie  division  moved  forward,  penetrated  tRe  tMn 
pine  woods,  and  emerged  on  the  open  and  somewhat  broken  ground  in 
front,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  unflinchingly.  Pressed  forward  rapidly 
and  drove  back  the  enemy’s  lines  in  confusion  500  yards  beyond  his 
original  position.  At  this  moment  the  unexpected  giving  way  of  a 
portion  of  the  troops  on  my  right  checked  the  farther  advance  of  the 
division.  The  enemy  pressing  forward  in  the  gap  thus  formed,  obtained 
a  flank  and  reverse  fire  on  the  Second  and  First  Brigades,  which  com¬ 
pelled  a  partial  change  in  their  front.  This  was  promptly  and  hand¬ 
somely  executed  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Wheaton, 
commanding  First  Brigade.  The  success  of  the  enemy,  however,  was 
but  momentary.  He  was  promptly  met,  held  in  check,  and  finally 
repulsed  by  several  batteries,  prominent  among  which  was  Stevens’ 
(Maine)  battery  of  light  12-pounders,  of  the  corps  and  troops  of  the  First 
Division.  For*  several  hours  now  there  was  a  lull  in  the  action  with 
the  exception  of  p.  constant  fire  of  skirmishers  and  artillery.  The  car¬ 
tridge-boxes  were  replenished,  the  lines  readjusted,  and  everything  put 
in  readiness  for  a  farther  advance.  About  3.30  p.  m.  an  advance 
was  made  by  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right  and  very  heavy  firing 
took  place.  Observing  that  the  enemy  were  breaking  and  running 
back  on  the  right,  I  ordered  an  immediate  advance  of  the  division.' 
The  enemy  held  his  ground  with  considerable  tenacity  for  some  time, 
keeping  up  a  hot  and  destructive  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  upon 
the  advancing  lines.  At  length  he  gave  way  in  great  confusion.  The 
artillery  moving  up  with  the  lines  of  battle  silenced  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  troops  pressing  forward  pursued  him  past  Winchester.  The 
division  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  Abraham’s  Creek. 

On  the  20th  the  division  marched  to  Btrasburg,  and  on  the  21st  went 
into  position  in  two  lines  on  the  right  of  the  First  Division,  and  nearly 
opposite  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 
Immediately  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  division  was  a  commanding 
height  having  a  fine  view  of  the  enemy’s  works  and  held  by  him  in 
considerable  force.  After  two  unsuccessful  attacks  by  detached  regi¬ 
ments  the  position  was  charged  by  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  J.  M.  Warner, 
Eleventh  Vermont,  commanding,  just  before  dark,  with  the  bayonet, 
and  carried.  The  lines  were  moved  forward  and  established  on  the 
crest,  where  they  remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day. 
During  the  night  temporary  breast- works  were  constructed.  At  *4  p. 
m.  on  the  22d  the  lines  were  advanced,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  to  the  crest  immediately  in  front  of  his  works.  At 
5  p.  m.  the  movement  of  Crook’s  corps  and  the  Third  Division,  Sixth 
Corps,  on  the  right,  being  successful,  and  the  enemy  in  their  front  fall¬ 
ing  back  rapidly  and  in  confusion,  the  division  was  ordered  to  charge 
the  enemy’s  works.  At  the  command  the  men  dashed  over  the  crest, 
crossed  Tumbling  Eun,  swept  up  the  slope  on  the  other  side,  and 
carried  the  works,  capturing  4  guns  (Carpenter’s  rebel  battery),  1 
battle-flag,  and  nearly  300  prisoners.  The  enemy  poured  in  one  tre¬ 
mendous  volley  as  the  troops  were  struggling  across  the  defile,  then 
broke  and  fled  in  the  wildest  disorder.  It  had  now  become  dark,  and 
nothing  but  the  approach  of  night  saved  the  enemy  from  utter  destruc¬ 
tion.  Our  loss  was  trifling.  The  troops  did  not  stop  at  the  captured 
forts,  but  pressed  forward  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  after  the  flying 
rebels,  and  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit  became  somewhat  scattered. 
A  number  of  prisoners  and  one  piece  of  artillery  on  the  left  of  the 
pike  were  captured  by  the  Forty-third  Eegiment  E^ew  York  Yolun- 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


193 


teers,  of  BidwelFs  brigade,  in  the  pursuit.  The  division  was  reassem¬ 
bled  by  8  p.  m.  and  moved  forward  during  the  night  in  the  advance  of 
the  army  to  Woodstock. 

In  the  battle  of  the  19th  the  division  captured  about  500  x)risoners, 
of  whom  310  Avere  taken  by  Wheaton^s  brigade. 

With  great  pride  I  bear  witness  to  the  uniform  good  conduct  of  the 
command,  both  officers  and  men.  In  the  battle  of  Winchester  when 
the  troops  on  my  right  broke  nothing  could  exceed  their  steadiness. 
Individual  acts  of  bravery  and  good  conduct  will  be  found  mentioned 
in  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders  which  accompany  this. 

To  Brigadier-Oeneral  Wheaton,  commanding  First  Brigade  on  the 
19th;  Brigadier-General  Bidwell,  commanding  Third  Brigade;  Col.  J.  M. 
Warner,  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade 
on  the  19th,  and  First  Brigade  on  the  21st  and  22d,  and  Col.  George  P. 
Foster,  Fourth  Vermont  Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade  on  the 
21st  and  22d,  the  country  is  indebted  for  most  important  and  valuable 
services.  The  members  of  my  staff — Maj.  Charles  Mundee,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  Hazard  Stevens,  assistant  adjutant-general  and 
acting  assistant  inspector-general ;  Capt.  Eobert  L.  Orr,  assistant  com¬ 
missary  of  musters,  and  Capt.  Henry  J.  Gifford,  Forty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  ordnance  officer  of  the  division — are  likewise  deserving  of 
great  credit.  Capt.  William  H.  Terrell,  Forty-third  New  York  Volunteers, 
commanding  division  sharpshooters,  is  also  deserving  of  especial  men¬ 
tion.  He  held  the  extreme  left  with  his  detachment,  and  after  render¬ 
ing  most  efficient  service  was  seriously  wounded. 

I  append  hereto  a  nominal  list  of  casualties,*  amounting  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  to  6G9. 

I  am,  sir,  Awy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division, 

Maj.  C.  A.  Whittier,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

November  1864, 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  19th  of  October,  1864,  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek : 

At  an  early  hour  the  camp  was  aroused  by  picket- firing  on  the  flanks 
of  the  army,  soon  followed  by  heavy  musketry  on  the  left.  The  di^is- 
ion  was  immediately  ordered  under  arms,  and  at  about  6  a.  m.  moved 
by  the  left  in  two  lines  toward  the  pike.  On  reaching  Meadow  Eun,  a 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  occupying  a  piece  of  woods  near  the 
pike  was  encountered.  Skirmishers  Avere  immediately  thrown  forward, 
the  Avoods  cleared,  and  the  division  formed  in  two  lines  along  the  run, 
nearly  parallel  to  the  i)ike,  and  connecting  on  the  right  Avith  the  First 
Division.  As  soon  as  formed,  the  lines  were  advanced  across  the  run, 
the  left  thrown  forAvard  in  order  to  gain  possession  of  the  pike.  At 
this  juncture,  observing  the  troops  on  the  right  falling  back  in  confu¬ 
sion,  and  running  through  the  artillery  of  the  corps,  and  heavy  lines 
of  rebel  infantry  pressing  in  that  direction,  I  AvitlnlreAV  the  division  to 
the  Avest  side  of  the  creek,  about  300  yards,  to  a  strong  crest,  semi-cir¬ 
cular  in  form  and  ])artially  wooded.  The  second  line  AA^as  moA^ed  up 
and  extended  the  first,  it  being  necessary  to  coatu*  as  much  ground 
as  possible.  The  right  hank  of  the  division  Avas  entirely  uncovered; 
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oiJ  the  left,  however,  where  the  crest  was  refused  parallel  to  and  border¬ 
ing  the  run,  a  skirmish  line  of  BidwelPs  brigade  (Third),  which  held 
that  flank,  was  extended  along  the  height  and  connected  with  a  skir¬ 
mish  line  of  a  portion  of  Merritt’s  cavalry  on  the  left  rear.  This  move¬ 
ment  was  closely  followed  up  by  the  enemy,  and  the  line  was  barely 
established  in  the  new  position  when  he  attacked  in  force,  with  great 
vigor,  but  was  repulsed.  The  attack  fell  heaviest  on  the  right,  War¬ 
ner’s  brigade  (First),,  and  on  the  left  center,  where  Bidwell’s  and  Grant’s 
brigades  joined.  The  enemy’s  lines  charged  to  within  thirty  yards  of 
the  crest,  when,  unable  to  withstand  our  fire,  they  fell  back  in  disorder. 
Keforniing  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  they  again  charged,  to  be  again 
repulsed.  The  enemy  now  brought  up  his  batteries  and  concentrated  on 
the  division  a  severe  fire  of  artillery,  but  being  sheltered  by  the  ground 
the  loss  from  this  cause  was  lighter  than  could  have  been  expected. 
After  holding  this  position  for  over  an  hour,  it  at  length  became  neces¬ 
sary  to  withdraAv  the  division,  the  enemy  having  turned  the  right  and 
opened  a  flank  and  reverse  fire  upon  the  line.  Obliquing  to  the  right 
to  gain  the  pike,  the  division  retired  in  perfect  order,  marching  slowly 
and  making  several  halts,  to  a  position  about  a  mile  north  of  Middle- 
town,  where  a  new  line  was  established,  with  the  left  resting  on  the 
pike,  connecting  with  Merritt’s  cavalry,  already  in  position  on  the  east 
side  of  the  pike,  and  slight  rail  breast  works  were  thrown  up.  The  line 
of  skirmishers  was  strengthened  and  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy 
checked.  While  repelling  the  enemy’s  attacks  on  the  crest  held  in  the 
morning,  I  was  informed  that  the  command  of  the  corps.  General  Kick- 
etts  being  wounded,  had  devolved  upon  me.  The  command  of  the 
division  was  transferred  to  Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant.  At  this  time 
no  ])ortion  of  the  army,  Avith  the  exception  of  this  division,  Avas  fighting 
on  the  field.  The  infantry  and  artillery,  driven  by  the  enemy  from  the 
field,  had  fallen  back  some  distance  and  were  reorganizing. 

On  withdraAving  from  the  position  I  sent  orders  to  the  commanders 
of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  to  conform  to  the  moA^ements  of  the 
Second,  and  when  this  division  was  halted  the  First  and  Third  were 
brought  up  to  the  line  and  placed  on  the  right,  the  Third  holding  the 
center  and  the  First  the  right  of  the  corps  line.  General  Sheridan 
reaching  the  field  betAveen  11  and  12  o’clock,  I  relinquished  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  corps  to  Major-General  Wright  and  resumed  that  of  the 
dhusion.  During  all  this  time  the  division  lay  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,  and  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  were  sharply  engaged  Avith  ours,  who 
held  them  at  bay  and  -  repulsed  several  attacks  in  some  force.  Just 
before  1  p.  m.  1  received  intelligence  from  Major-General  Sheridan, 
through  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  Captain  O’Keefle,  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  for  an  attack,  and  that  it  would  probably  fall  upon  my 
right  flank;  also  directions  to  mass  in  that  direction.  In  obedience  to 
these  instructions.  Grant’s  brigade  (Second)  AA^as  immediately  moved 
to  the  right  and  posted  by  Major-General  Wright  in  support  of  the 
rightofthe  Sixth  and  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  attack  was  made 
at  1  o’clock,  fell  heaAuest,  I  understand,  upon  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and 
Avas  repulsed.  Grant’s  brigade  was  shortly  after  AvithdraAvn  and  ])laced 
in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  division  line.  At  3.30  the  general 
advance  was  made.  The  division,  Grant’s  brigade  having  previously 
taken  its  position  in  the  line,  moved  forward  over  ])erfectly  o])en  gi'ound, 
with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  right,  AAdiich  Avas  screened  by  Avoods, 
and  under  a  heavy  fire  for  half  a  mile,  when  a  check  aa  as  experienced. 
The  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  on  the  extreme  right 
of  the  division,  fell  back  in  some  confusion,  for  the  reason,  it  is  alleged, 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


195 


that  the  troops  ou  their  right  fell  back.  At  the  same  time  the  Third 
Brigade,  which  held  the  left,  resting  on  the  pike,  having  advanced  to  a 
very  exposed  position,  came  under  a  terrific  hre  of  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery,  and  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  Grant^s  brigade  (Second)  and  the 
bulk  of  Warner’s  brigade  (First),  however,  stood  firm,  being  somewhat 
covered  by  a  stone  wnll.  The  Third  Brigade  and  the  Ninety- third 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  soon  rallied  and  brought  back  on  the 
line.  The  division  then  advanced  again,  and,  charging  over  open 
ground,  drove  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted  behind  stone  walls, 
from  his  first  position  back  upon  his  second,  near  Middletown.  Fol¬ 
lowing  up  closely,  he  was  soon  forced  from  this  position  and  driven 
through  the  town.  The  troops  pressed  hotly  after  the  now  broken 
rebels,  without  regard  to  lines  or  order,  as  far  as  Cedar  Creek,  Avhere 
the  command  was  halted,  reformed,  and  marched  back  to  the  camps  of 
the  morning.  During  the  advance  in  the  afternoon  Stevens’  (Maine) 
battery  of  light  12-pounders  and  a  section  of  Lamb’s  battery  (10- 
])oimder  Parrotts)  were  brought  up,  placed  in  position  by  Colonel 
Tompkins,  chief  of  artillery,  and  served  with  rapidity  and  effect. 

I  take  great  pride  in  recapitulating  the  services  of  the  division  in  the 
operations  of  this  eventful  day.  At  daybreak  the  division  was  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  Immediately  after  daylight 
it  moved  by  the  left  toward  Middletown,  with  a  view  of  gaining  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  pike  and  the  high  ground  near  the  town.  On  its  march  it 
encountered  the  enemy,  formed  line  rapidly,  and  immediately  advanced, 
driving  the  enemy  and  taking  some  prisoners.  At  this  time,  finding 
itself  on  the  extreme  left,  compelled,  from  unforeseen  causes,  to  halt 
and  occupy  a  crest  300  yards  to  the  rear,  it  held  this  position  unsup¬ 
ported  and  unaided  for  over  an  hour  after  all  other  troops  had  left  the 
field,  checking  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy  and  repulsing  every 
attack,  thus  giving  time  to  the  scattered  commands  to  reorganize  and 
reform.  Finally,  outnumbered  and  outflanked,  the  division  moved 
back  leisurely,  contesting  every  inch  of  ground,  about  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  Middletown,  with  its  left  lesting  on  the  ])ike,  and  in  this  position 
served  as  the  nucleus  on  which  the  lines  of  the  army  were  reformed. 
In  the  afternoon  the  division  advanced  upon  the  lines  of  the  enemy  over 
almost  entirely  open  ground,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  of  iiiusketry 
and  artillery,  and  although  parts  of  the  line  had  to  yield  for  the  moment 
to  the  galling  fire  encountered,  the  mass  of  the  division  moved  steadily 
on,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  first  ])Osition  back  upon  his  second,  and 
eventually  forcing  him  from  this  position  and  driving  him  in  confusion 
through  Middletown  and  the  plains  beyond  to  and  over  Cedar  Creek. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  gallant  aiid  steady  through¬ 
out  the  day.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  A.  Grant,  Col.  J.  M.  Warner,  Eleventh 
Vermont  Volunteers,  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  French,  Seventy-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  brigade  commanders,  are  entitled  to  great  credit. 
But  two  members  of  my  staff  were  present  on  the  field,  Maj.  Charles 
Mundee,  assistant  adjutant-general,  wounded,  and  Capt.  Hazard  Ste¬ 
vens,  both  of  whom  deserve  special  mention.  The  others  were  either 
absent  under  orders  or  engaged  in  their  legitimate  duties. 

Attention  is  called  to  instances  of  individual  bravery  and  good  con¬ 
duct  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  brigade  comnianders. 

The  loss  of  the  division  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  severe, 
as  follows,  viz;  Killed,  commissioned  officers,  10;  enlisted  men,  05. 
Wounded,  commissioned  officers,  30;  enlistcal  men,  5‘)5.  Missing,  com¬ 
missioned  officers,  1;  enlisted  men,  50.  Aggregate,  73G.* 
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Brig.  Gen.  D.  D.  Bidwell,  who  commanded  the  Third  Brigade,  was 
struck  by  a  shell  and  mortally  wounded  early  in  the  day.  Actuated 
by  a  true'  sense  of  duty  and  patriotism  General  Bidwell  took  up  arms 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  and  for  more  than  three  years  followed 
the  banner  of  the  Kepublic,  sharing  with  his  troops  the  dangers  and 
privations  of  active  field  service.  As  a  regimental  and  brigade  com¬ 
mander  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he  took  part  in  all  the  arduous 
campaigns  and  bloody  battles  of  that  army  from  Yorktown  to  Peters¬ 
burg,  and  was  always  at  the  head  of  his  command,  at  the  post  of  duty 
and  danger.  Brave  and  devoted  as  an  officer,  earnest,  upright,  and 
single-minded  as  a  man,  he  was  beloved  by  his  command  and  respected 
by  every  one.  In  his  death  the  country  and  service  have  suffered  a 
great  loss. 

The  reports  of  brigade  commanders  are  herewith  respectfully  sub¬ 
mitted,  with  a  list  of  casualties. 

The  number  of  small- arms  recovered  from  the  field  fought  over  by 
the  division,  as  reported  by  Captain  Gifford,  ordnance  officer,  is  as 
follows,  viz:  461  Enfield  muskets,  405  Springfield  muskets,  35  U.  S. 
Springfield  muskets ;  total,  901. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers^  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  G.  A.  Whittier, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  32. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton^  U.  Army.,  commayiding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  September  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

September  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  brigade  during  the  battle  of  Winchester,  fought  on  the 
19th  instant: 

The  brigade  moved  with  the  other  troops  of  the  division,  being  second 
in  order  of  march,  at  2  a.  m.,  from  our  camp  near  Clifton,  and,  crossing 
the  Opequon  on  the  Winchester  and  Berryville  pike  at  6  a.  m.,  took 
position  by  direction  of  General  Getty,  commanding  the  division,  on  the 
right  of  the  Third  Brigade,  in  single  line,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
Winchester,  the  order  of  regiments,  beginning  on  the  right,  as  follows: 
Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B. 
Kohler;  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
John  S.  Long;  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers,  Ma;].  James  H.  Coleman;  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  Maj.  Kobert  Munroe,  and  the  Sixty-second  New 
York  Veteran  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B.  Hamilton.  The 
latter,  a  very  small  regiment,  had  been  previomsly  detailed  as  a  flank¬ 
ing  column  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  was  collected  and  brouglit 
to  join  the  command,  just  in  time  to  move  with  the  line  which  was 
ordered  to  advance  at  twenty  minutes  to  12  o’clock.  A  strong  skir¬ 
mish  line  had  already  been  posted  through  the  woods  in  our  front  some 
300  yards,  and  occupied  a  crest  in  clear  ground,  relieving  the  cavalry 
skirmishers.  The  advance  through  the  woods  was  difficult,  and  the 
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readjustment  of  our  line,  under  cover  of  the  crest  occupied  by  our  skir¬ 
mishers,  became  necessary.  This  had  been  partially  effected  under  a 
severe  skirmish  and  artillery  fire,  when  the  troops  on  my  right,  with 
whom  I  was  ordered  to  keep  up,  and  on  whom  I  was  to  keep  aligned, 
rushed  forward  with  a  shout,  and  from  that  moment  it  was  impossible 
to  preserve  the  order  in  the  advance  that  was  so  desirable  and  impor¬ 
tant.  Over  the  crests  and  into  the  ravine  beyond  them  the  troops 
hurried  on,  encouraged  by  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  skirmishers,  who  fell 
back  on  their  reserves*  those  in  our  brigade  front  took  an  admirable 
]>osition,  considerably  to  the  right  of  my  light  regiment,  and  firing 
<lown  a  ravine  4^hat  ran  obliquely  from  right  to  left  across  our  line  of 
battle,  checked  the  advance  and  necessitated  another  readjustment  of 
our  line,  which  was  soon  so  well  efi'ected  that  the  left,  advancing,  enfi¬ 
laded  the  rebel  reserves,  many  of  whom  were  captured;  one  regiment, 
the  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  sending 
171  enlisted  men,  8  line  and  2  field  officers  to  the  rear.  Tlie  woods, 
ravines,  &c.,  were  now  such  obstructions  that  I  found  it  impossible  to 
again  halt  our  troops  for  alignment,  and  on  they  SAvept  with  the  greatest 
gallantry  and  enthusiasm,  carrying  everything  before  them.  The  bat¬ 
tery  in  our  front  hastily  retired,  but  the  troops  on  our  left  probably 
encountered  greater  difficulties  in  their  advance  and  had  not  driven 
aAvay  the  battery  in  their  front  and  my  brigade  suffered  from  its  enfilad¬ 
ing  fire.  One  battalion  of  the  brigade  on  the  right  kept  its  connection 
with  our  line  and  I  supposed  the  troops  on  its  right  were  even  with  us 
in  our  line  of  advance,  but  while  making  every  effort  to  halt  the  troops 
and  form  a  new  line,  to  hold  the  ground  we  had  gained,  I  discovered 
emerging  from  the  woods,  some  GOO  yards  to  our  right  and  on  a  line 
Avith  my  front,  a  AA^ell  organized  column  of  the  enemy^s  infantry.  At 
that  time  I  believed  there  Avere  troops  on  the  prolongation  of  our  line 
ready  to  meet  and  repel  the  attack  I  saw  intended,  but  on  rising  a  crest 
near  by  I  learned  to  my  surprise,  that  with  the  exception  of  a  portion 
of  the  left  battalion  of  the  Second  Brigade,  under  Maj.  E.  E.  Johnson,  I 
was  entirely  unsupported.  The  result  of  the  operations  on  the  right  of 
our  corps  and  in  the  ISTineteenth  Corps  front  were  then  unknown  to 
me,  but  the  attempt  of  the  enemy’s  column  referred  to  to  cut  off  my 
retreat,  soon  convinced  me  that  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  of  battle 
had  not  been  able  to  advance  with  our  corps,  and  the  hasty  withdraAval 
of  my  own  brigade  and  the  fragments  of  the  Second  Brigade  that  I  was 
able  to  pick  up  as  Ave  retired,  became  necessary  and  Avas  made  with  all 
-rapidity.  We  would  not  haA^e  succeeded  in  reaching  the  commanding 
and  secure  position  afterward  occupied  by  the  brigade  had  not  General 
Getty,  seeing  our  isolated  and  exposed  position,  covered  our  movement 
by  ordering  up  a  battery  and  tAvo  regiments  of  the  First  Division  to 
check  the  enemy,  who  up  to  that  time  were  confidently  double-quicking 
toward  my  right  flank  and  rear.  In  a  very  short  time  the  brigade  Avas 
well  formed  and  lAosted  on  a  narrow  road  running  at  right  angles  to 
and  south  of  the  pike.  At  3.30  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  Avith  the 
general  line,  and  informed  that  mine  would  be  the  brigade  of  direction 
in  tlie  movement.  Capt.  James  McKnight’s  battery  (M,  Fifth  U.  S. 
Artillery)  had  made  the  prominent  crest  in  our  front  so  uncomfortable 
for  the  enemy,  that  for  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  we  met  with 
little  or  no  resistance.  Just  as  we  passed  the  earth-works  from  which 
the  enemy  had  been  compelled  to  withdraw  his  battery  their  heavy  but 
somcAvhat  disordered  skirmish  line  was  encountered.  At  this  time  my 
valuable  aide-de-camp,  Lieut.  Eobert  W.  Lyon,  was  wounded  for  the 
fourth  time  during  the  war.  Capt.  William  H.  McCartney’s  (First 
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Massacbiisetts)  battery  (A)  folkjwed  u])  our  advance  and  took  up  a 
eommaudiiig  position,  materially  aiding  in  the  movement,  which  was 
by  this  time  evidently  succeeding  all  along  the  line  of  the  army.  With 
little  difficulty  we  advanced  to  the  brick  house  on  the  north  side  of  the 
pike  and  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  east  of  Winchester.  A  severe  artillery 
hre  was  here  encountered,  and  here  some  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
seemed  inclined  to  delay  for  a  short  time  our  advance.  Sending  to 
General  Getty  for  a  battery  to  confront  the  one  that  was  giving  us  so 
destructive  a  fire,  I  soon  had  Captain  Stevens’  (Fifth  Maine)  battery 
trotting  up  to  our  support.  From  the  moment  it  opened  our  forward 
movement  was  without  opposition,  and  the  enemy  could  be  seen  in  the 
distance  running  routed  to  the  rear  in  the  direction  of  the  Winchester 
and  Strasburg  i^ike.  Our  men  were  Avild  with  delight  at  this  evidence 
of  their  glorious  success,  and  could  hardly  be  restrained  and  kept  in 
ranks. 

Of  my  gallant  veteran  brigade,  which  has  so  many  times  before  shown 
its  willingness  and  ability  to  meet  the  enemy,  I  cannot  si^eak  in  too 
high  terms  of  praise,  and  with  the  proudest  satisfaction  I  refer  to  the 
fact  that  I  received  upon  the  field  the  thanks  of  the  division  commander 
for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  their  portion  of  the  day’s  work  was 
done. 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  during  the  battle  of  Winchester  were 
among  officers  as  follows:  Sixty-second  New  York — Lieut.  Ool.  T.  B. 
Hamilton,  slightly  wounded;  Lieut.  W.W.  Sherman,  severely  wounded. 
Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers — Capt.  P.  G.  Mark  and  Lieut. 
AVilliam  Tate,  severely  wounded;  Adjt.  J.  M.  Seibert  and  Lieut.  B.  F. 
Krieger,  slightly  wounded.  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers — Capt.  Charles  Been,  Capt.  Joseph  Lantenbacher,  Lieut.  Will¬ 
iam  Wilson,  and  Lieut.  M.  McMurray,  severely  wounded;  Lieut.  John 
Heppler,  killed.  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Ab)b 
unteers — Capt.  James  D.  Kirk  and  Lieut.  C.  S.  Barclay,  severely 
wounded.  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers — 
Capt.  James  McGregor,  slightly  wounded;  Lieut.  James  C.  Bartley, 
severely  wounded.  First  Lieut.  Bobert  W.  Lyon,  One  hundred  ami 
second  Pennsylvania  A^eteran  Volunteers,  aide-de-cami),  severely 
wounded. 

Sixteen  enlisted  men  were  killed,  135  wounded,  and  8  missing.* 

By  the  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers, 
2  field  officers,  8  line  officers,  and  161  enlisted  men  were  captured.  By 
the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  54  enlisted  men 
were  captured.  By  the  Sixty-second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  5 
enlisted  men  were  captured ;  and  by  the  Ninety  eighth  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  A^olunteers,  and  by  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers,  80  enlisted  men  were  captured.  These  prisoners 
Avere  turned  over  to  guards  of  the  Second  and  First  Divisions  of  this 
corps  and  to  cavalry  provost;  in  some  cases  receipts  were  taken,  but 
not  in  all. 

The  following-named  officers  seemed  entitled  to  special  mention  for 
their  distinguished  services  during  this  battle,  in  which,  however,  all 
did  Avell:  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B.  Hamilton,  commanding  Sixty-second 
NeAv  York  Veteran  AMlunteers,  AAiio  aa  as  wounded;  Lieut.  Col.  John  B. 
Kohler,  commanding  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers; 
Maj.  Bobert  Munroe,  commanding  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  who  was  wounded;  Maj.  eJames  H.  Coleman,  com¬ 
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niaiidiiig'  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers, 
and  Capt.  James  Patchell,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Vet¬ 
eran  Volunteers. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my  efficient  and  gallant  staff  for  their  untir¬ 
ing  exertions  during  the  battle,  and  desire  to  commend  them  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  general  commanding.  My  assistant 
adjutant- general,  Gapt.  George  Clendeuin,  jr.,  has  been  complimented 
for  his  rare  soldierly  qualities  and  good  conduct  on  the  field  in  every 
battle  in  which  the  brigade  has  been  engaged  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  command  it;  he  has  worked  hard  for  and  fully  earned  a  major¬ 
ity  in  his  department.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Eckman,  Ninety-third  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  brigade  inspector;  Capt.  John  Snodgrass, 
One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp, 
and  Lieut.  Eobert  W.  Lyon,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteers,  aide-de-camp,  were  in  this  battle  the  same  good  soldiers  they 
have  always  shown  themselves  to  be. 

Submitting  herewith  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  WHEATON, 
Brigadi er- Genera  /,  Co  m  m  a  nd  i ng. 

Maj.  Charles  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seeond  Division,  ^ixth  Corps. 


No.  33. 

Reports  of  Col.  James  M.  Warner,  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery,  com¬ 
manding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  September  21-22  and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

September  28,  1864. 

Major  :  Pursuant  to  directions  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  operations  of 
September  21  and  22 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  were  in  bivouac  about  a  mile  north  of 
Strasburg,  on  the  Winchester  aud  Strasburg  pike.  About  noon  moved 
about  two  miles  to  the  right  and  left  toward  FishePs  Hill  and  formed  on 
the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade  in  two  lines  of  battle,  the  Third  Division 
soon  alter  taking  position  on  our  right.  Here  Ave  remained  until  about 
5  p.  m.,  Avhen  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  was  sent  to  the  support  of  the  skirmish  line.  Soon  afterward 
this  regiment  was  directed  to  charge  a  strong  line  of  skirmish  pits,  on 
a  prominent  crest  in  front,  but  was  repulsed.  About  6  p.  m.  I  was 
ordered  Avith  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  to  carry  the  position.  The 
brigade  Avas  formed  from  left  to  right  in  the  following  order:  Sixty- 
second  New  York,  Ninety-eighth,  Oneliundred  and  second,  and  Ninety- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  A  regiment  of  the  Third  Division 
joined  the  right  at  the  skirmish  line.  The  charge  Avas  made  Avith 
bayonets  fixed,  and  the  position  carried,  with  a  loss  of  5  commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  33  enlisted  men.  A  strong  skirmisli  line  Avas  throAvn 
to  the  front  and  the  position  intrenclied  during  the  night,  the  Second 
Brigade  coming  in  on  our  riglit  and  the  Tliird  on  our  left.  Here  AA^e 
remained  until  the  following  day  at  4  p.  m.,  Avhen  the  brigade  Avas 
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ordered  forward  to  be  governed  in  the  movement  by  the  Third  Brigade, 
on  our  lelt.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  wa,s  again  deployed  as  skirmishers.  In  conforming  to  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Third  Brigade  the  line  was  thrown  well  to  the  left,  passing- 
over  rough  ground  until  we  came  to  an  opening  north  of  Tumbling- 
Creek.  Here  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire  the  line 
moved  forward  and  occupied  an  old  line  of  rifle-pits  facing  a  formidable 
ridge,  the  enemy  occupying  a  redoubt  and  rifle-pits  on  the  crest.  This 
position  was  so  formidable  that  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  attempt 
to  carry  it  until  a  diversion  could  be  made  on  our  right.  This  was 
eflected  about  (>  p.  m.,  when  Crook’s  command,  connecting  with  the 
Third  Division,  turned  the  enemy’s  left  flank.  No  sooner  was  this 
movement  fairly  under  way  than  the  brigade  charged  across  the  inter¬ 
vening  space,  carrying  the  works  handsomely.  The  brigade  captured 
at  the  redoubt  three  3-inch  rifled  guns,  one  12-pounder  brass  gun,  four 
limbers,  five  horses  and  sets  of  harness,  and  four  caissons  complete. 

About  100  i)risoners  were  taken  by  the  brigade  on  the  21st  and  22d 
instant. 

The  following  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B. 
Kohler,  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  Sixty-second  New  York;  Maj.  J.  H.  Coleman,  One  hundred  and 
second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (whose  regimental  colors  were  the  first 
upon  the  works);  Capt.  D.  C.  Keller,  Ninety  third  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteers,  and  Capt.  J.  McGregor,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  are  deserving  of  special  mention  for  their  gallantry 
and  coolness  under  fire. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Maj.  Robert  Munroe,  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is  temx^orarily  disabled  for  service, 
having  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  hand  in  the  charge  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  21st. 

I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct  of  Capt.  George  Clendeniu, 
jr.,  Capt.  Charles  W.  Eckman,  and  Lieuts.  H.  J.  Nichols  and  J.  A.  Lewis, 
of  my  staff,  who  were  constantly  exposed.  Lieutenant  Lewis  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  affair  of  the  21st,  but  resolutely  kept  the  field 
on  the  following  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WARNER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Charles  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Division^  Sixth  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

November  5,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  on  the  19th  ultimo,  near  Middletown,  Va. : 

At  an  early  hour  the  troops  were  aroused  by  picket- firing,  com¬ 
mencing  simultaneously  on  the  extreme  right  and  left  of  the  army. 
About  6  a.  m.  heavy  musketry  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of 
Crook’s  command,  and  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  his  assistance.  We 
moved  by  the  left  flank  in  two  lines  and  formed,  under  fire  from  the 
enemv’s  skirmishers  along  Meadow  Run,  in  the  following  order  from 
left  to  right:  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Ninety- 
third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Sixty-second  New  York  Vet- 
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eraii  Volunteers,  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
V^olunteers,  the  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers  being  in  reserve.  The  Second  and  Third  Brigades  went  into 
position  on  our  left  and  the  First  Division  on  the  right.  As  soon  as 
the  line  was  established  the  division  moved  across  the  run  but  was  with¬ 
drawn  immediately  thereafter  to  its  first  position.  Meantime  Crook’s 
command  and  the  Mneteenth  Corps  were  fl  anked,  doubled  up,  and  driven 
to  the  west  of  us,  carrying  with  them  the  Third  and  a  portion  of  the 
First  Divisions.  About  7  a.  m.  the  division  was  withdra  wn  by  General 
Getty  to  a  prominent  crest  about  300  yards  in  our  rear,  facing  in  tlie 
new  position  nearly  south  and  extending  on  the  left  nearly  to  the  run; 
the  One  hundred  and  thirty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  remained 
in  support  to  Battery  C,  First  Rhode  Island.  This  regiment  remained 
detached  from  the  brigade  until  about  2  p.  m.  The  brigade  occupied 
the  same  relative  position  to  the  division  throughout  the  day,  and  was 
formed  in  the  following  order  from  left  to  right:  Ninety-eighth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  Sixty-second  New  York  Veteran  Volun¬ 
teers,  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and 
Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  the  last  two  regiments 
extending  into  the  woods.  At  8.30  were  attacked  in  front  and  (not¬ 
withstanding  that  the  division  was  isolated,  all  the  troops  on  the 
right  having  given  way)  repulsed  the  attacking  column,  with  heavy 
loss.  The  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer 
and  Ninety- third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteer  Regiments  were  ad¬ 
vanced,  driving  the  rebels  in  confusion  down  the  hill  through  the  woods. 
A  few  moments  later  a  heavy  rebel  column  was  discovered  to  pur  right 
and  rear.  About  9.30,  by  direction  of  General  Getty  retired  slo’wly  and 
in  good  order  obliquely  toward  the  pike  and  halted,  after  passing  the  cav¬ 
alry  on  a  line  with  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  opposite  Middletown. 
About  10  the  entire  line  was  withdrawn  to  a  position  about  a  mile  to 
the  rear.  Here  General  Sheridan  assumed  command.  Ammunition 
,  was  distributed  and  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  who  attacked  about  12  m. 
were  repulsed.  At  4  p.  m.  a  general  advance  was  ordered.  After 
moving  about  200  yards,  in  consequence  of  the  Third  Division  on  our 
right  giving  away,  the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volun¬ 
teers,  which  occupied  the  right,  fell  back  in  considerable  confusion,  but 
were  quickly  rallied.  The  check  was  confined  to  one  regiment  only, 
and  occasioned  no  serious  delay.  We  then  gained  a  stone  wall,  where 
a  hot  fire  was  kept  up  for  nearly  an  hour,  until  the  enemy’s  left  had 
been  turned;  beyond  the  point,  which  was  a  little  in  rear  of  the  town,  no 
serious  opposition  was  encountered,  our  troops  following  the  enemy 
across  the  wide  plain  from  Middletown  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  driving 
him  across  in  great  disorder.  At  dark  we  returned  to  the  camp  of  the 
morning. 

The  brigade  experienced  a  great  loss  in  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Kohler, 
commanding  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  Maj. 
James  H.  Coleman,  commanding  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers.  Colonel  Kohler  was  killed  before  the  engagement 
became  general,  in  repulsing  an  attack  upon  our  pickets  on  the  extreme 
right,  and  Major  Coleman  was  instantly  killed  by  a  musket-ball  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  in  the  last  grand  advance. 

I  desire  especially  to  commend  to  the  general  commanding  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B.  Hamilton,  commanding  Sixty-second 
New  York  Veteran  Volunteers;  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parr,  commanding 
One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Capt.  James 
Patched,  who  succeeded  Major  Coleman  in  command  of  the  One  hun- 
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dred  and  second  Pennsylvania  A^eteran  Volunteers  and  was  afterward 
wounded,  andCapt.  Gottfried  Bauer,  commanding  Mnety-eightli  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. 

Capt.  George  Clendenin,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant-generalj  Capt.  Charles 
W.  Eckman,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Lieuts.  H.  J.  Nichols 
and  J.  A.  Lewis,  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers,  acting  aides-de-camp, 
all  of  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  before,  gave  renewed  evi¬ 
dences  of  their  gallantry  and  efficiency.  Captain  Eckman  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Nichols  being  severely  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WARNER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Vermont  Vohmteers^  Commandmej  Brigade. 

Capt.  H.  Stevens, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Division^  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  34. 

Reports  of  Maj.  James  H.  Coleman^  One  hundred  and  second  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Infantry^  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  102d  Reoiment  Pennsylvania  A^eteran  Vols., 

Camp  near  Harrisonburg^  Va.,  September  26^  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  second  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers  in  the  recent  operations  near  AVinchester,  Va.  : 

The  regiment  left  its  camp  near  Clifton,  Va.,  at  1  a.  m.  of  September 
19,  moving  by  way  of  the  Berry ville  pike,  crossing  the  Opecpion  Creek 
and  forming  in  line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile  from  the  creek,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike.  At  twenty  minutes  to  12  in.  the  line  advanced 
toward  the  enemy,  passing  through  a  dense  woods  and  over  uneven 
ground,  and  reformed  line  on  this  side  of  the  crest  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  under  a  severe  musketry  and  artillery  fire.  The  advance  was 
again  ordered,  the  regiment  charged  with  the  line  at  double-quick,  rout¬ 
ing  the  enemy  and  driving  them  in  great  confusion  from  their  rifle-pits, 
capturing  2  field  officers,  8  line  officers,  and  161  enlisted  men,  all  of 
Achom  were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  corps.  (Receipts 
have  been  receiA^^ed  for  but  a  portion  of  the  prisoners.)  The  regiment  also 
captured  seven  officers’  swords  and  two  army  revolvers.  The  regiment 
pursued  the  enemy  about  one  mile,  and  to  Avithin  100  yards  of  their 
battery,  Avhich  could  easily  have  been  taken  had  not  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy  appeared  on  the  Berryville  pike  to  our  right  and  rear,  which 
forced  the  regiment  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  forming 
line  on  a  crest  in  front  of  that  originally  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
Arrived  at  this  point  at  twenty  minutes  to  2  p.  m.  About  3.30  p. 
m.  the  regiment  again  advanced  under  a  terrific  artillery  fire  of  shot 
and  shell.  The  line  halted  and  reformed  near  a  brick  house  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  about  200  yards  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  rifle - 
l)its.  The  regiment  again  advanced  with  the  line,  when  the  enemy 
broke  and  retreated  in  great  confusion.  We  x)ursued  them  some  dis¬ 
tance  to  the  left  of  Winchester,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and 
bivouac  for  the  night. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  for  the 
heroic  manner  in  Avhich  they  discharged  their  duties  during  the  above- 
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meiitioiiecl  engagements.  Special  credit  is  due  to  Color  Sergt.  William 
G.  Greenawalt,  of  Company  A,  and  Sergt.  James  Porter,  of  Company  F, 
for  bravery  displayed  during  the  actions. 

Casualties.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  COLEMAN^, 

Major ^  Comdff.  102d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers. 
Capt.  George  Clendenin,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  First  Brig.,  Second  I)iv.,  Sixth  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  102d  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vols., 

Camj)  near  Harrisoiiburg,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Captain:  In  comidiance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  second 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  in  the  operations  of  Sep¬ 
tember  21  and  22, 1864: 

The  regiment  left  bivouac  near  Winchester,  Va.,  at  6  a.  m.  of  the 
20th,  moving  by  way  of  the  W^inchester  pike  and  arriving  near  Stras- 
burg,  Va.,  about  2  j).  m.,  when  Ave  were  ordered  to  halt  and  bivouac. 
About  noon  on  the  21st  moved  to  the  right  about  two  miles  toward 
Fisher’s  Hill  and  formed  in  line  of  battle.  About  5  p.  m.  the  brigade 
was  moved  to  the  right  and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy’s  line  near 
Fisher’s  Hill,  the  One  hundred  and  second  Regiment  forming  the  right 
of  the  line,  the  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  being 
on  our  left,  supported  by  the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers.  The  line  was  moved  forward  to  within  about  150  yards  of  the 
enemy’s  position,  when  it  Avas  halted  and  reformed,  one,  regiment  of  the 
Third  Division  being  formed  u]ion  the  right.  At  about  6  o’clock  the 
order  to  charge  was  given,  Avhen  the  line  advanced  in  good  order,  driv¬ 
ing  the  enemy  from  their  position  (the  One  hundred  and  second  Regi¬ 
ment  capturing  four  prisoners)  and  forming  line  of  battle  uj)on  the 
position  from  AA^hich  tlie  enemy  had  been  driven,  Avhere,  in  compliance 
Avith  orders,  rifle-pits  Avere  throAAui  up  and  tiie  regiment  bivouacked  for 
the  ]iight. 

About  J.30  p.  m.  of  the  22d  the  regiment  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  order  to  advance  Avas  given.  We 
passed  through  a  dense  Avoodsaud  over  rough  and  uneA^en  ground,  and 
took  possession  of  a  line  of  rifle-pits  about  200  yards  in  front  of  Fisher’s 
Hill.  The  regiment,  in  line,  again  moved  forAvard  at  double-quick,  the 
enemy  using  musketry  and  artillery  quite  freely  upon  our  line.  When 
the  line  arrived  AAuthin  about  thirty  yards  of  their  Avorks  the  enemy 
broke  and  ran  in  great  confusion,  onr  line  carrying  the  works  hand- 
•  somely.  The  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  Regiment  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  being  the  first  planted  upon  the  works, 
Avhich  AAms  done  by  Color  Sergt.  William  G.  Green aAvalt,  of  Company  A. 
The  regiment  captured  in  this  charge  three  3-inch  rifled  guns,  one  12- 
pounder  brass  gun,  four  limbers,  five  horses  and  sets  of  harness,  four 
caissons  and  limbers  complete,  three  commissioned  oflicers,  and  thirty- 
seven  eidisted  men  prisoners,  for  all  of  Avhich  I  have  receipts.  We 
pursued  the  enemy  about  three  miles  on  the  Winchester  and  Staunton 
pike,  when  orders  to  halt  Avere  received. 


*  Nominal  list  (here  omitted)  shows  7  men  killed,  2  commissioned  oflicers  and  lU 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  4  men  missing. 
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Great  praise  is  due  both  officers  and  men  of  the  regiiueiit  for  bravery 
displayed  during  the  operations  of  the  21st  and  22d.  Lieut.  William 
11.  M.  Hubley,  Oompany  1,  and  iSergt,  Eli  ('on]i,  Company  11,  are 
deserving  of  special  notice,  as  being  the  lirst  to  mount  tlie  enemy’s 
works. 

Casualties.* 

1  am,  sir,  very  respe(‘.tfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  COLEMAN, 

Major ^  Comd<j,  l()2d  Ttcglment  Penmylixvnia  Veteran  Vohmteers. 

Capt.  George  Olendenin,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  First  Brig.j  Second  IHr.^  /Sixth  Corps. 


No.  35. 

Report  of  ALaj.  Robert  ilLmroc,  One  hundred  and  thirty-nmth  Pennsyl- 
■vanm  Infantry^  of  operations  September  19. 

Headquarters  139th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

September  21^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  iny  regiment  on  the  19th  instant: 

At  1.30  a.  m.  of  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  we  broke  camp  near 
Clifton,  and,  after  a  short  delay,  started  off  toward  the  Winchester 
liike,  my  regiment  being  the  advance  of  the  brigade.  After  reaching 
the  pike  the  direction  of  the  march  was  changed  toward  Winchester. 
After  having  advanced  about  two  miles  beyond  the  Oi^equon  Creek  we 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  pike,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
ninth  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  the  left  of  the  regiment  resting 
on  the  side  of  a  small  hill,  a  ravine  between  us  and  the  Third  Brigade, 
and  a  dense  growth  of  small  timber  in  our  front.  The  rebels  had  two 
guns  but  a  short  distance  from  our  front,  with  which  they  annoyed  us 
considerably,  but  did  not  do  a  great  deal  of  damage.  Having  received 
orders,  I  aclvanced  a  skirmish  line  through  the  woods  to  the  field  in 
front.  In  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Crawford,  of  Company  E,  they 
held  the  position  until  the  line  of  battle  advanced,  when  they  rejoined 
the  regiment.  About  noon  the  whole  line  advanced.  It  was  very 
difficult  for  us  to  get  through  the  woods  on  account  of  its  density,  but 
alter  we  were  clear  of  the  timber  the  line  was  formed  in  good  order 
and  advanced  on  the  double-quick  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  shell  and 
musketry  from  the  enemy.  Tffie  enemy  gave  way  precipitately  before 
us  and  fell  back  to  the  second  wmods.  Here  they  endeavored  to  make 
a  stand,  but  only  for  a  moment,  as  I  threw  some  skirmishers  into  the 
woods  from  the  left  of  the  regiment,  and  with  the  balance  advanced  on 
the  right  of  the  woods  to  a  road  in  the  ravine,  which  runs  in  an  oblique 
direction  with  our  line  of  battle.  Down  this  road  the  rebels  were  flee¬ 
ing  in  the  greatest  confusion  to  a  field  beyond  our  left  flank.  Part  of 
tlie  regiment  pursued,  capturing  a  good  many  prisoners,  until  I  ordered 
them  to  return,  fearing  that  they  would  be  sei)arated  to  a  great  distance 
from  the  balance  of  the  line  and  in  turn  be  captured  themselves.  Al¬ 
though  the  men  were  very  much  exhausted  with  the  heat  and  fatigue, 
yet  still  the  line  advanced;  the  rebels  retreating,  very  much  disorgan¬ 
ized.  We  continued  our  charge  for  a  distance  of  at  least  800  yards, 

*Nommal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  commissioned  officers  and  14  enlisted  men 
wounded  and  1  man  missing. 
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and  halted  on  a  by-road  running  nearly  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle; 
here  we  commenced  firing  on  the  rebels,  who  were  forming  in  oiir  front 
and  had  already  established  batteries  which  commanded  our  line. 
Soon  we  ascertained  that  the  troops  on  our  right  had  fallen  back,  and 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Lyon,  of  General  Wheaton^s  staff,  we 
changed  the  direction  of  our  line  more  to  the  right,  and  made  prepara¬ 
tions  to  give  the  rebels  a  brisk  reception.  However,  as  we  now  had 
but  few  troops  on  our  right  and  no  connection  on  our  left,  it  was  deemed 
more  prudent  to  fall  back,  which  we  did  after  receiving  orders  from 
Captain  Lyon  and  Captain  Eckman,  of  the  brigade  staff,  and  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  Mnety-third  Eegiment,  which,  with  the  other  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  brigade,  were  in  line  on  a  road  running  parallel  with  the 
road  which  we  had  just  vacated.  The  regiment  remained  in  line  on 
said  road  for  about  two  hours  or  more,  apparently  waiting  for  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  to  re-establish  their  lines,  which  had  been  somewhat  con¬ 
fused  in  the  charge.  At  last  the  order  was  given  to  forward,  which 
the  regiment  and  brigade  did  with  alacrity  and  in  gdod  order.  We 
had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  when  we  encountered  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  several  of  the  regiment  were  wounded.  The  regiment  was 
particularly  annoyed  by  a  battery  of  the  enemy  posted  on  their  left 
flank  and  also  by  the  rebel  infantry,  who  were  posted  in  a  point  of 
woods  on  their  left.  We  advanced  to  the  house  on  the  right  of  the  pike, 
where  we  halted  and  commenced  firing.  After  a  short  time  the  right 
of  our  lines  advanced,  the  enemy  retiring,  when  we  again  advanced 
and  halted  at  the  toll-gate,  where  we  remained  until  we  were  ordered 
to  bivouac. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  MUNEOE, 

Major ^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  George  Clendenin,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  3(). 

Report  of  Capt.  James  McGregor.,  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry.,  of  operations  September  21-22. 

Headquarters  139th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
the  following  report  of  operations  of  my  command  during  the  21st  and 
22d  instant: 

About  1  o’clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant  Major  Muni’oc, 
commanding  the  regiment,  received  orders  to  move,  and,  with  brigade, 
moved  forward,  and  was  placed  in  position  in  the  second  line  of  battle. 
After  a  time  the  major  Avas  ordered  to  the  right  and  deployed  two  com¬ 
panies  as  skirmishers  to  connect  with  the  cavalry  on  our  right,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  was  held  in  reserve.  AVhile  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  the  major  received  orders  to  charge  on  a  house  in  front  and  drive 
away  the  sh^irpshooters  from  it,  Avhich  was  done.  The  major  discov¬ 
ered  a  crest  a,  short  distance  in  front,  which  aj)peared  to  be  a  inoi-(‘. 
favorable  position,  and  ordered  the  men  forward.  Halted  at  this  point 
and  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Major  Munro(‘  was  oid(U(Ml  to 
charge  on  the  enemy’s  lines,  which  the  regiment  did.  Tlie  emnny  was 
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in  force,  and  the  regiment  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  not  supported  or 
either  flank  protected  fell  back.  During  the  five  minutes  this  move¬ 
ment  was  being  made  the  right  comi^anies  which  were  engaged  lost 
twenty  officers  and  men,  the  regiment  at  one  time  being  in  great  con¬ 
fusion.  Major  Munroe  at  this  time  was  wounded  and  went  to  the  rear, 
when  the  command  devolved  on  myself.  I  rallied  the  men,  and  under 
orders  from  a  stafi*  officer  moved  to  a  crest  on  the  right  of  our  original 
position,  where  I  remained  until  night  came  on  and  the  Third  Division 
^ame  and  occupied  the  line.  I  then  rejoined  the  brigade  and  threw  up 
a  line  of  works.  On  the  22d  instant  I  received  orders  to  move  forward, 
and  the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  advanced  to  within 
a  short  musket-range  of  the  enemy’s  line,  where  we  remained  until  our 
right  advanced,  driving  the  enemy,  and  I  changed  direction  to  the  left. 
As  the  line  advanced  I  received  orders  to  charge,  which  was  done,  and 
we  entered  the  enemy’s  pits  and  captured  some  prisoners,  and  pushed 
on  the  skirmish  line  until  the  confusion  of  the  various  troops  coming 
together  I  halted  and  rejoined  the  brigade.  During  the  advance  of  the 
skirmish  line  the  acting  adjutant  and  four  of  the  men  were  wounded. 

A  report  of  the  casualties  has  been  furnished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McGPvEGOR, 
Captain^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Captain  Clendenin,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  37. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parr.^  One  hundred  and  thirty -ninth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry^  of  operatioyis  Oetoher  19, 

Headquarters  139tii  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

October  20^  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  battles  of 
the  19th  instant: 

About  6  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  pack  up  and  move,  which  was 
done,  the  regiment  moving  left  in  front.  After  marching  about  halt 
a  mile  was  halted,  and  formed  line  of  battle,  the  Sixty-second  New 
York  on  my  left,  and  connecting  with  the  First  Division,  Sixtli  Corps, 
on  the  right;  advanced  and  crossed  a  creek,  but  was  almost  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  to  recross  the  stream  and  change  direction  to  the  right. 
While  I  was  engaged  in  doing  this  remainder  of  the  brigade  moved 
back,  and  I  retired  to  the  point  where  the  line  was  originally  formed. 
Battery  C,  First  Rhode  Island,  was  at  this  point.  At  the  request  of 
its  commanding  officer  I  formed  line  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the' 
guns,  but  the  officer  unlimbered  and  began  firing.  The  enemy  con¬ 
tinued  advancing,  and  he  was  compelled  to  retire.  1  remained,  engag¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  until  he  came  up  on  my  left  and  rear  and  opened  fire 
upon  us,  completely  flanking  us.  I  then  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall 
back,  contesting  the  ground  gallantly  until  the  troops  on  our  right 
moved  back,  when  I  retired  by  the  flank  until  I  reached  a  line  formed 
by  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  where  I  halted  and  reported  to 
General  Wheaton.  He  told  me  to  remain  with  his  command  until  the 
whereabouts  of  the  brigade  could  be  ascertained.  About  1  j).  m.  I 
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rejoined  the  brigade,  and  was  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of  the  Sixty 
second  New  York,  and  advanced,  at  3  p.  m.,  about  half  a  mile,  where  a 
halt  was  made,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  On  discovering  the 
lines  on  my  right  and  left  retiring,  I  ordered  a  withdrawal,  but  again 
advanced  with  the  line  until  we  reached  a  point  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  from.  Here  the  line  halted,  and  a  brisk  fire  was  opened 
on  the  enemy.  We  remained  at  this  point  a  half  hour,  engaging  the 
enemy,  and  then  advanced,  the  enemy  falling  back  in  great  disorder. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  uutil  the  works  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
were  reached,  w^here  we  halted.  My  regimental  colors  were  the  first 
ones  to  reach  fhe  Avorks.  Of  the  officers  and  jnen  I  cannot  say  too 
much,  all  doing  their  duty  nobly.  At  one  time  in  the  morning  the 
command  Avas  in  great  danger  of  being  captured,  but  by  stubbornly 
contesting  the  ground  we  escaped.  1  arrived  at  my  former  camp  at 
about  6.30  p.  m.  and  bivouacked. 

The  list  of  casualties  are  forwarded.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  PARK, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Oapt.  Geoiige  Clendenin,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  38. 

Rejyort  of  Col.  James  M.  Warner j  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery.^  eom- 
manding  Seeond  Brigade^  of  operations  Septemher  19-20. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

tdeptemher  21,  1864. 

Major  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  mil¬ 
itary  operations  of  this  brigade  on  the  19th  and  20th  instant,  inclu¬ 
sive  : 

The  brigade  broke  camp  about  2  a.  in.  of  the  19th,  crossing  the  Ope- 
quon,  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike,  about  6  a.  m.,  and  Aveut 
into  position  under  heavy  shelling,  the  left  connecting  with  Wheaton’s 
brigade  and  the  right  with  the  Third  Division.  The  brigade  Avas 
formed  in  one  line  in  rear  of  a  dense  thicket,  the  riglit  extending  to 
the  Berryville  and  Winchester  road.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Sixth 
Regiment,  Capt.  M.  W.  Davis  commanding,  to  be  deploj^ed  to  the 
front,  and  it  soon  engaged  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  While  aAvaiting 
the  arrival  of  other  troops  a  few  casualties  occurred  from  random 
shells.  About  12  m.  a  general  advance  Avas  ordered,  the  brigade  to 
conform  to  the  movements  of  the  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  pike. 
The  troops  moved  out  in  splendid  style;  halted  an  instant  after  emerg¬ 
ing  from  the  Avoods  in  order  to  rectify  the  alignment  before  charging 
over  the  crest  beyond.  In  front  was  a  long  stretch  of  cleared,  undu¬ 
lating  country,  the  enemy  holding  position  to  command  the  gorges 
through  Avhich  AA^e  must  advance.  The  line  advanced  at  a  double-quick 
over  the  crest,  in  face  of  a  galling  musketry  fire,  driving  the  enemy 
back  in  great  confusion.  In  their  eagerness  to  follow  up  tlie  first 
success  the  line  was  someAvhat  broken,  a  portion  filing  into  a  ravine 
Avliich  Avas  completely  enfiladed  by  the  enemy’s  fire.  II(u*e  the  loss  Avas 
for  a  feAV  moments  very  heavy,  principally  in  the  Fifth  and  Eleventh 

*  Embodied  in  table,  }).  113. 
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Kegiments.  About  1  p.  m.,  in  consequence  of  the  giving  way  of  the 
troops  on  the  right,  the  brigade,  which  had  become  considerably  scat¬ 
tered  by  the  fire  from  the  battery  and  rifle-pits  in  front,  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  a  position  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  one  from 
which  the  line  originally  started.  Meantime  the  Sixth  Eegiment  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  front  line,  where  they  remained  throughout  the  day  doing 
excellent  service.  About  3  p.  m.  tbe  entire  line  again  advanced,  the 
First  Brigade  being  the  directing  one.  This  movement  was  brilliant 
in  the  extreme.  The  brigade  did  not  waver  for  an  instant,  but  ad¬ 
vanced  steadily  until  they  reached  a  large  brick  house,  about  a  mile 
from  the  town.  Here  we  encountered  the  hottest  fire  of  the  day,  being 
exposed  to  a  withering  musketry  fire  in  front  and  to  the  fire  from  a 
battery  which  nearly  enfiladed  the  line.  A  little  beyond  this  point  the 
success  of  the  right  was  announced  and  received  with  cheers.  The 
brigade  advanced  to  the  town  without  opposition,  and  encamped  about 
dusk  on  Abraham’s  Creek.  On  the  following  day  the  army  marched 
to  Strasburg  and  encamped  about  a  mile  north  of  the  town. 

Were  I  to  mention  all  the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  on 
this  occasion  I  should  accompany  this  report  with  a  roster  of  the  com¬ 
missioned  officers  of  the  brigade.  I  cannot  omit  to  mention,  however, 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  Maj.  E.  E.  Johnson,  Second  Ver¬ 
mont;  Maj.  A.  F.  Walker,  Eleventh  Vermont;  Maj.  H.  W.  Floyd,  com¬ 
manding  Third  and  Fourth ;  Capt.  A.  Brown,  jr..  Fifth,  and  Capt.  M.  W. 
Davis,  Sixth  Eegiment;  all  of  whom  did  their  duty  nobly.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tracy,  Second  Vermont,  who  superintended  a  portion  of  the 
line,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  being  on  the  field  on  this  occasion,  as 
he  was  suffering  from  a  severe  disability.  I  have  already  called  the 
attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  distinguished  gallantry  of 
Capt.  A.  H.  Newt  and  Lieut.  H.  C.  Baxter,  who  were  serving  upon  my 
staff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WAENEE, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Maj.  Charles  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera^  Second  Divisionj  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  39. 

Report  of  Col.  George  1\  Foster^  Fourth  Vermont  Infantry^  commanding 
Second  Brigade^  of  operations  September  21-22. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brigade  on  the  21st  and  22d  of  September,  1864: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  the  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  in  two  lines.  The  bri¬ 
gade  was  formed,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  railroad,  west  and  nearly 
opposite  Strasburg.  While  remaining  in  this  position  the  first  line 
threw  up  a  hasty  breast-work  of  rails.  The  loss  while  occupying  this 
position  was  one  enlisted  man,  Corpl.  Thomas  J.  Miller,  Company  K, 
Third  Vermont  Volunteers.  He  was  brigade  color  bearer  and  was 
killed  while  faithfully  performing  his  duty.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  Third  and  First  Brigades  to 
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drive  the  enemy  from  a  crest.  While  moving  to  the  right  I  received 
notice  that  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Warner  commanding,  had  car¬ 
ried  the  crest  j  then  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the 
First  Brigade,  forming  an  oblique  angle.  During  the  night  the  brigade 
threw  up"a  strong  line  of  breast- works  and  remained  there  until  the 
next  afternoon,  when  it  vas  ordered  to  move  forward  in  conjunction 
with  the  First  and  Third  Brigades.  The  line  was  halted  on  the  crest 
near  the  enemy’s  fortifications.  Here  the  First  and  Third  Brigades 
and  a  portion  of  this  brigade  became  heavily  engaged.  From  this 
position  the  brigade  was  ordered  forward  with  instructions  that  it 
would  be  the  guiding  brigade.  Having  crossed  the  stream  and  gained 
the  crest  on  the  opposite  side,  the  brigade  was  halted  until  the  other 
brigades  could  form  a  junction  on  the  left.  During  the  halt  the  brigade 
kept  up  a  heavy  cross-fire  on  the  enemy’s  battery  in  front  of  the  First 
Brigade.  The  brigade  moved  from  this  position  with  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades,  carrying  the  enemy’s  works  and  capturing  many  pris¬ 
oners. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  r.  FOSTER, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Charles  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  ^Second  Division^  i'^ixth  Corps. 


No.  40. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant*  U.  >S.  Army.,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.  (Vermont  Brig.),  2d  Div.,  6tii  Corps, 

October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  19th  instant: 

This  brigade  moved  from  its  camp  by  the  left  flank  and  formed  on 
the  creek  near  Middletown,  facing  the  pike.  General  Bidwell’s  bri¬ 
gade  was  on  the  left  and  Colonel  Warner’s  on  the  right.  Before  getting 
into  position  I  threw  forward  Major  Walker’s  battalion,  of  the  Eleventh 
Vermont,  and  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Vermont  Regiments,  all  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  Johnson,  of  the  Second  Vermont,  who  deployed  them  as 
skirmishers  and  drove  the  rebel  skirmishers  from  the  skirt  of  the 
woods  between  the  creek  and  the  pike.  The  brigade  then  advanced 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  throwing  forward  the  left  near 
Middletown.  Here  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  were  pressing  forward 
to  the  right,  threatening  our  rear,  and  the  command  fell  back  to  a  crest 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  which  crest  commanded  the  ravine  and 
some  parts  of  the  town.  The  enemy  advanced  in  heavy  force,  drove 
in  our  skirmishers,  and  attacked  the  line  of  battle,  and  were  repulsed. 
As  the  enemy  fell  back  I  threw  forward  skirmishers  to  follow  closely. 
At  this  point  of  time  I  was  informed  by  General  Getty  that  he  had 
assumed  command  of  the  corps,  and  that  I  was  in  command  of  the 
diyision,  Avhereupon  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Tracy,  Second  Vermont  Volunteers,  Colonel  Foster  being 
then  absent  on  duty  as  general  officer  of  the  day  for  the  corps.  The 
enemy  soon  rallied  again,  drove  in  the  skirmishers,  and  made  a  vigor¬ 
ous  attack  upon  the  line,  and  were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  The 
14  R  R— VOL  XLIII,  PT  I 


210 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


attack  fell  the  heaviest  upon  the  right  of  BidwelPs  and  the  left  of  the 
Vermont  Brigade,  but  all  parts  of  the  line  were  under  heavy  fire.  The 
enemy  then  brought  up  additional  batteries  and  opened  a  heavy  can¬ 
nonade,  and  afc  the  same  time  pressed  our  lines  with  infantry  as  closely 
as  possible.  About  this  time  I  was  informed  that  there  were  no  troops 
on  the  right  and  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  woods  on  the  right,  and 
I  received  orders  to  fall  back  unless  I  saw  good  reasons  for  holding 
the  crest  longer.  Before  having  time  to  give  the  order  the  enemy  came 
rushing  through  the  woods  on  the  right,  i)ouring  a  fire  into  the  flank 
and  rear  of  Warner’s  brigade,  which  necessarily  fell  back,  and  the 
order  was  immediately  given  to  the  other  brigades.  After  having 
fallen  back  about  half  a  mile  the  division  was  Imlted  and  reformed, 
and  when  it  was  found  that  no  troops  connected  on  our  right  the  divis¬ 
ion  fell  back  a  short  distance  farther,  leaving  a  strong  skirmish  line  to 
hold  the  position  then  occupied.  In  falling  back  this  time  the  com¬ 
mand  obliqued  toward  the  pike,  so  that  when  the  last  position  was 
taken  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade  rested  on  the  pike  and  the  left  of 
the  Vermont  Brigade  on  the  little  creek. 

'  General  Getty  having  resumed  the  command  of  the  division,  I 
returned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  again.  At  this  time  the 
Second  and  Third  Vermont  Eegiments  held  the  skirmish  line  in  front. 
After  holding  this  position  for  some  time  subject  to  an  artillery  fire 
the  enemy  moved  forward  to  an  attack.  The  attack  fell  heavily  on 
troops  to  our  right,  and  I  Avas  ordered  out  of  the  line  on  the  left  with 
my  command  to  support  the  right,  where  the  severest  attack  had  been, 
and  Avhere  it  was  supposed  the  main  attack  would  be.  After  remain¬ 
ing  in  position  on  the  right,  in  sui^port  of  the  right  of  the  Sixth  and 
the  left  of  Nineteenth  Corps  a  short  time,  I  moved  back  toward  the 
left,  and,  agreeably  to  orders,  took  position  in  reserve,  and  very  soon 
after  resumed  my  former  position  in  the  line.  An  attack  being  ordered, 
the  brigade  moved  forward  under  a  very  heavy  fire^  guiding  on  the 
Third  Brigade,  and  taking  position  behind  a  stone  wall,  engaged  the 
enemy  Avith  great  vigor,  and  held  this  advanced  position  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time  alone  after  the  troops  on  the  right  and  left  had  retired;  and 
when  the  line  on  the  right  again  advanced  the  brigade  advanced  upon 
the  enemy  and  drove  him  from  a  strong  position  near  the  mill  and  from 
behind  stone  walls.  The  enemy  fell  back  a  short  distance  and  took 
another  xAosition  behind  another  stone  Avail  and  Avas  soon  driven  trom 
that.  The  brigade  rushed  forward  at  a  double-quick  and  the  enemy 
Avas  entirely  routed.  After  leaving  the  mill  there  Avas  no  halting  until  the 
enemy  Avas  driven  across  Cedar  Creek  and  the  caAmlry  had  taken  up 
the  i)ursuit.  The  distance  Avhich  the  enemy  Avas  driven  Avas  about 
three  miles,  and  after  the  rout  commenced  tlie  battle  Avas  Avith  the 
swift  alone.  The  men  rushed  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and,  in 
their  baste,  lost  nearly  all  organization ;  but  all  seemed  intent  on  x)ur- 
suiiig  and  OA^ertaking  the  enemy.  Upon  arriving  near  Cedar  Creek 
the  cavalry  overtook  and  passed  us,  and  a  battery  came  forward  and 
engaged  tlie  enemy.  The  brigade  halted  and  reorganized  near  the 
bridge  over  Cedar  Creek,  and  somewhat  in  advance  of  any  other  infan¬ 
try  force,  and  then  returned  to  the  camp  occupied  the  night  before. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  Avas,  33  killed,  210  Avounded,  and  4L  miss¬ 
ing;  aggregate,  284.  I  liereAvith  inclose  nominal  list  of  casualties. 

Among  the  killed  I  regret  to  name  Lieut.  O.  B.  Lee,  Eleventh  Ver¬ 
mont,  a  x>roniising  and  gallant  officer.  Of  those  who  received  honorable 
Avounds  Avere  Ca])t.  George  H.  Amidon  and  Lieut.  Henr^^  C.  Baxter,  of 
the  brigade  staff;  also,  Lieut,  Col.  A.  y,  Tracy,  Second  Vermont  VoL 
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unteersj  Oapts.  W.  H.  Hubbard,  Third  Vermont,  J.  P.  Aikeus,  Fourth 
Vermont,  Thomas  Kavaney,  Fifth  A^ermont,  Edwin  R.  Kinney  and 
Thomas  B.  Kennedy,  Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  Edward  P.  Lee, 
Eleventh  AVrmontj  Li  exits.  A.  W.  Ferry,  Second  Vermont,  A.  W.  Lyon, 
Third  Vermont,  and  G.  O.  French,  Eleventh  Vermont. 

I  desire  to  commend  in ‘general  terms  for  their  good  conduct  the  regi¬ 
mental  commanders  and  their  respective  cominands,  and  to  specially 
mention  Maj.  H.  W.  Floyd,  Third  Vermont  Volunteers,  commanding 
regiment,  and  my  two  aides-de-camp,  Lieut.  George  H,  Sessions,  Fifth 
AVrmont  Volunteers,  and  Lieut.  Henry  0.  Baxter,  Eleventh  Vermont 
A'olunteers,  for  their  truly  conspicuous  and  gallant  conduct.  I  desire 
also  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Col.  J.  M.  Warner,  Lieut.  Col. 
A.  S.  Tracy,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  French,  brigade  commanders,  for 
their  noble  conduct  xvliile  I  Avas  in  command  of  the  division. 

General  Bid  well  was  shot  from  his  horse  Avhile  in  the  noble  discharge 
of  his  duties  while  I  Avas  in  command  of  the  division.  He  had  twice 
gallantly  reinilsed  the  enemy  from  his  front  and  fell  almost  in  the  ranks 
of  his  command.  It  has  been  my  foiTune  to  sei*ve  in  the  same  division 
Avith  General  Bid  well  for  more  than  three  years.  As  regimental  com¬ 
manders  and  also  as  brigade  commanders  we  have  often  performed 
the  duties  of  the  camp  and  the  march  and  fought  side  by  side,  and  it 
is  but  just  to  say  that  on  every  occasion  he  bore  himself  with  gentle¬ 
manly  deportment  and  Avith  marked  coolness  and  intrepidity. 

I  remain,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  GEAKT, 

Brigadier- Gefieral  of  Volunteers, 

Maj,  Charles  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  41. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Warner^  First  Vermont  Heavy  Artillery^  of 

operations  August  21. 

Hdqrs.  First  Artillery  (Eleventh  Vermont  Vols.), 

August  27,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folio Aving  report  of  an 
engagement  in  which  this  regiment  partici})ated  on  the  21st  instant: 

About  9  a.  m.,  the  picket  on  our  front  and  Hank  having  been  driven 
in,  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps  Avas  prom])tly  throAvn  out,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  had  driven  the  enemy  a  mile  and  completely  re-established 
the  line.  Almost  the  entire  regiment  Avas  on  the  skirmish  line  through¬ 
out  the  day,  and  were  subjected  to  a  hot  fire  from  9  a.  m.  until  dark. 
I  regret  to  announce  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Col,  G.  E.  Chamberlin,  Avho  Avas 
mortally  Avounded  early  in  the  day  Avhile  gallantly  leading  his  battalion, 
Colo3iel  Chamberlin  received  a  musket-ball  through  the  abdomen,  and 
survived  but  a  few  hours. 

I  have  already  furnished  a  comxxlete  list  of  casualties,  but  omitted  to 
mention  the  loss  of  a  color  sergeant  to  each  battalion. 

I  am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WARNER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Peter  T.  Washburn, 

Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  General^  8tate  of  Vermont. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidteelf  U.  N.  Armg^  commanding  Third 
Brigade^  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqks.  Third  Briuade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

September  28^  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  Ironi  division  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  in  the  battle  at  the  Opequon 
Creek  on  the  lOfch  instant: 

We  broke  camp  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  and  moved  to 
the  Berry ville  and  Winchester  pike,  where  we  had  the  advance  of  the 
infantry  column  of  the  army.  Crossing  the  Opequon  Eiver,  and  hav¬ 
ing  proceeded  about  one  mile  and  a  half  toward  Winchester,  we 
came  up  to  the  cavalry  line,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  were  ordered  to 
take  position  on  the  left  of  a  deep  ravine  and  also  form  the  extreme 
left  of  the  general  line.  This  position  was  taken  up  by  the  regiments 
in  this  brigade  in  the  following  order:  The  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  ilew  York  Volunteers  were  moved  into  a  rail  breast  work  the 
cavalry  had  thrown  up,  and  the  Seventy- seventh  N^ew  Y^ork  Volunteers 
were  placed  fifty  paces  in  rear,  in  support;  the  Forty-third  N^ew  York 
Volunteers  were  placed  on  the  left,  in  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty- secon d  N'ew  York  Volunteers,  in  echelon,  the  Forty-ninth  Hew 
York  Volunteers  on  their  left,  with  their  left  refused,  and  the  Seventh 
Maine  on  the  left  of  the  Forty-ninth  Hew  Y^ork  Volunteers,  with  its 
left  still  more  refused  and  resting  on  Abraham’s  Creek,  and  the  Sixty- 
first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  reserve,  in  rear  of  the  last  three  men¬ 
tioned  regiments.  While  making  the  dispositions  the  enemy  opened  on 
the  brigade  with  a  battery,  which  did  us  considerable  injury.  As  soon 
as  the  brigade  was  in  position  a  skirmish  line  was  thrown  out  crossing 
Abraham’s  Creek  and  connecting  with  a  dismounted  cavalry  skirmish 
line.  About  noon  I  was  ordered  to  have  my  skirmish  line  advance, 
connecting  and  guiding  with  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  divis¬ 
ion,  which  was  on  our  right.  This  was  done  and  our  line  advanced 
about  300  yards.  Shortly  afterward  the  lines  of  battle  were  all  ordered 
to  advance,  we  guiding  to  the  right.  In  executing  this  movement  the 
regiments  on  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Hew  York 
Volunteers  were  moved  so  much  more  rapidly  as  to  be  able  to  conform 
to  the  direction  of  the  general  line  when  we  had  reached  the  most 
advanced  point  gained  in  this  charge.  The  enemy  making  a  charge  on 
the  skirmish  line  on  the  left  of  the  creek,  which  charge  also  threatened 
our  left,  I  had  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  moved  to  pro¬ 
tect  that  fiank,  and  some  of  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  on  our  right 
having  been  thrown  into  confusion  by  advancing  too  rapidly  and  the 
enemy  charging  them,  I  had  the  Seventy- seventh  Hew  York  Volunteers 
deployed  on  the  right  of  my  line,  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  Battery 
M,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  to  take  position  on  my  right,  which,  opening 
fire,  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  this  position  we  remained 
about  two  hours,  Avhen  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance.  The  enemy 
had  been  pressed  back  on  the  right  of  our  general  line  and  retreated 
across  our  front  to  our  left.  As  before,  I  was  ordered  to  guide  and  con¬ 
nect  with  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division,  which  in  advancing  kept 
obliquing  to  the  right,  and  as  the  enemy  were  accumulating  in  large 
numbers  in  a  piece  of  woods  on  our  left,  I  had  to  throw  the  Forty- third 
Hew  York  Volunteers  in  the  skirmish  line,  who  extended  their  inter- 
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vals  as  ^y(i  advanced  toward  Winchester.  In  all  this  maneuvering  the 
battery  before  spoken  of  followed  us  up  and  went  into  position  and 
opened  fire  as  each  successive  crest  was  gained.  After  having  nearly 
reached  Winchester  the  enemy  all  disappeared  in  our  j)roper  front,  and 
the  whole  brigade  line  was  formed  facing  to  what  had  been  our  flank, 
perpendicular  to  the  Strasburg  and  Winchester  pike,  and  a  division  of 
the  Mneteenth  Corps  came  up  and  prolonged  our  line  to  the  left.  We 
were  then  again  advanced  about  half  a  mile,  but  the  enemy  being 
in  full  retreat,  and  it  growing  dark,  we  were  halted  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night.  This  was  the  close  of  the  action  before  Winchester. 

Heiwith  I  send  a  nominal  list  of  casualties  in  this  engagement.* 

On  the  20th  instant  we  pursued  the  enemy  and  came  upon  them  in 
their  intrenchments  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  near  Strasburg,  when  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  this  brigade,  the  Forty-ninth  and  Seventy- seventh  NTew  York 
Volunteers,  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  and  pickets,  with  their 
left  resting  on  the  Strasburg  and  Winchester  pike,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  went  into  camj)  for  the  night.  About  2  p.  m.  the  next 
day  the  skirmish  line  was  moved  forward  and  prolonged  to  the  right, 
and  this  brigade  moved  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Strasburg  and 
Winchester  pike,  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade 
and  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  at  the  same  time  deployed  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York  Volunteers  as  skirmishers 
in  our  front,  who,  attempting  to  advance,  found  such  a  heavy  line  of 
the  enemy  in  the  front  as  to  effectually  resist  their  advancement. 
Shortly  afterward  a  regiment  of  the  Third  Division  charged  through 
them,  attempting  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  but  were  repulsed,  and  they 
fell  back  through  our  lines.  Just  at  dark  the  First  Brigade  of  this 
division  charged  the  enemy  at  this  point  and  drove  them  from  their 
position,  when  we  took  i)osition  in  the  woods  on  their  left  in  two  lines, 
which  we  intrenched  during  the  night.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  New  York  were  withdrawn  and  two  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Maine  were  advanced  as  skirmishers.  In  this  position  we  remained 
until  about  4  p.  m.  of  the  22d  instant,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
advance  and  take  possession  of  a  crest  immediately  in  front  of  the 
enemy’s  position,  guiding  on  the  First  Division,  on  our  left.  We  moved 
forward  to  the  crest  designated  and  halted.  In  executing  this  maneu¬ 
ver  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  and  the  brigade  on  our 
right,  being  still  more  exposed  than  we,  halted  in  an  old  rifle-pit  about 
100  yards  in  rear  of  our  front  line.  In  this  position  we  remained  from 
twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  when  rei)orts  having  come  that  the 
left  of  the  enemy  had  been  turned,  and  they  showing  uneasiness  on  our 
right,  we  were  ordered  to  charge  their  Avorks  in  our  front,  which  had 
been  considered  by  tliem  to  be  impregnable.  At  the  command  for¬ 
ward,”  the  brigade  started  considerably  in  advance  of  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  and  the  remainder  of  this  division,  and  succeeded  in  lAlanting 
simultaneously  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  and 
Forty- third  New  York  Volunteers  in  an  earth-work  of  the  enemy,  con¬ 
taining  four  guns,  which  were  captured,  together  with  about  150 
prisoners.  Some  men  of  the  Forty-third  NeAV  York  Volunteers  and 
Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  turned  and  fired  two  of  the  guns 
on  the  retreating  enemy,  who  fled  in  wild  confusion,  Avhen  the  whole 
brigade  started  in  i)nrsuit.  Arriving  near  the  Winchester  pike  they 
found  the  enemy  had  one  piece  of  artillery  Avith  a  slight  support,  which 
they  were  about  to  open  on  us,  when  the  Forty-third  Noav  York  Volun- 
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leers  eliargecl  and  captured  it,  sliooting  the  horse  of  the  major  of  the 
First  Louisiana,  in  command  of  it,  capturing  him,  together  with  the 
colonel  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  who  was  at  the  time  in  command 
of  the  Georgia  brigade.  The  brigade  then  followed  the  enemy  up  the 
pike  until  halted,  where  they  remained  until  joined  hj  the  Forty -ninth 
and  Seventy-seventh  New  York  Yolunteers,  who  had  during  this  time 
been  skirmishing  in  front  of  the  Mneteenth  Corps.  Here  we  remained 
until  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  was  taken  up  by  the  whole  army. 

Annexed  you  will  find  a  numerical  list*  of  casualties  on  this  occasion. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  following  officers,  whose  conduct  during 
these  engagements  was  particularly  meritorious:  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B. 
French,  Seventy- seventh  New  York  Yolunteers,  for  the  able  manner  he 
handled  the  skirmish  line  before  Fisher’s  Hill,  the  20th  and  22d  instant. 
Maj.  C.  A.  Milliken,  Forty -third  New  York  Yolunteers,  for  leading  his 
regiment  in  the  charge  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  assisting  in  capturing  five 
pieces  of  artillery.  Second  Lieut,  and  Actg.  Adjt.  \Yilliam  J.  Kaiser, 
Forty-ninth  New  York  Yolunteers,  for  bravery  during  the  engagement 
at  VYinchester,  in  which  he  was  wounded.  Lieut,  E.  H.  Moses,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York  Yolunteers,  foi  leading  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  charge  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  Capt.  Alexander  B.  Sumner,  Sev¬ 
enth  Maine,  for  ability  shown  in  handling  the  skirmish  line  before 
Winchester;  and  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Maj.  William  H.  Long, 
assistant  adjutant- general;  Capt.  George  H.  Selkirk,  acting  assistant 
insi)ector- general  ;  Capt.  George  S.  Orr,  acting  aide-de  camp,  and  Lieut. 
L.  C.  Small,  aide-de-camp,  for  the  assistance  and  services  rendered  on 
both  these  occasions,  and  every  officer  and  man  in  the  command  did 
his  duty. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  D.  BIDWELL, 
BrUfadier- Genera  /,  Comm{vndhi(f. 

Maj.  Cnvr^LES  Mundee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Beeond  Division. 


No.  43. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  IF.  Hyde,  First  Maine  Veteran  Infantry,  eom- 
mandiny  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  Oetoher  19. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Oetoher  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  this  brigade  during  the  action 
of  the  19th  instant,  together  with  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders : 

Just  before  daybreak  on  the  19th  instant,  hearing  firing  on  the  picket- 
line  on  the  right,  and  shortly  afterward  hearing  it  on  the  left,  reveille 
was  sounded,  and  the  brigade  held  under  arms.  About  6.30  o’clock 
orders  came  from  division  headquarters  to  fall  in  and  move  out  by  the 
left  flank  at  once,  and  in  a  few  minutes  orders  came  to  move  out  at 
double-(puck  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this 
division,  in  two  lines,  i)arallel  to  the  pike.  This  position  was  taken  ui) 
by  the  regiments  of  this  brigade,  the  first  consisting,  from  right  to  left, 
of  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  Forty-ninth  New  York, 
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First  Maine  Veteran  Volunteers;  the  second,  of  the  Seventy-seventh 
Vew  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Yew  York  Vol¬ 
unteers,  Forty-third  Yew  York  Volunteers.  We  were  iinmediately 
ordered  to  move  forward,  and  at  the  same  time  to  hold  the  right,  so  that 
the  left  should  swing  forward  and  extend  across  the  pike.  We  had 
moved  but  a  short  distance  when  w  e  w^ere  halted  and  ordered  to  move 
back  and  take  position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  left.  This  w^e  did, 
and  seeing  the  enemy  moving  to  our  left  the  regiments  were  so  moved 
that  when  they  had  reached  the  crest  they  w  ere  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  in  one  line,  in  the  following  order,  from  right  to 
left:  Sixty-hrst-Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Seventy-seventh  Yew  York, 
Forty-ninth  Yew  York  Volunteers,  First  Maine  Veteran  Volunteers, 
One  hundred  and  twenty- second  Yew  York  Volunteers.  The  Forty- 
third  Yew"  York  was  throwni  slightly  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  on  the  left. 
Our  line,  conforming  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  formed  an  arc  of  a  circle. 
Two  companies  of  the  First  Maine  wxre  thi'own  forward  and  to  the  left 
as  skirmishers,  and  the  enemy  pressing  them  strongly  and  moving  past 
their  left  (the  skirmish  line  previously  thrown  out  from  the  Vermont 
Brigade  having  retired),  they  were  re-enforced  by  two  companies  of 
the  Forty-third  Yew  York  Volunteers,  and  the  line  extended  to  the  left, 
connecting  with  a  cavalry  skirmish  line.  The  three  left  regiments,  as 
soon  as  formed  on  the  hill,  threw  u])  a  slight  breast- wmrk  of  rails,  and 
the  three  right  regiments  sent  forward  vedettes. 

During  all  this  time  the  fog  had  been  very  dense,  and  the  smoke  from 
the  guns  of  our  skirmishers,  w"ho  were  warrmly  engaged  with  the  foe,  ren¬ 
dered  the  atmosphere  still  more  dense,  so  that  it  W"as  almost  impossible  to 
see  through  it  a  short  distance,  w  hen  suddenly  the  enemy  appeared  in 
tw^o  lines,  within  thirty  yards  of  our  line  of  battle.  The  density  of  the 
fog  had  allow  ed  them  to  rush  over  our  vedettes  without  their  being  able 
to  warn  the  line,  and  under  cover  of  the  steepness  of  the  hill  they  ap¬ 
proached  thus  near  unobserved.  Instantly  upon  seeing  the  lines,  ours 
w"as  ordered  to  tire,  which  they  did,  and  w  hich  was  returned  almost  simul¬ 
taneously  by  the  enemy.  Seeing  the  lines  weaver  a  charge  was  ordered, 
which  w"as  executed  in  fine  style,  driving  the  enemy  otf  the  hill,  they 
leaving  a  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands,  together  with  some  of  their 
killed  and  wounded.  It  was  while  leading  in  this  charge  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Yew  York  Vol¬ 
unteers  and  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Maj.  J.  M.  Brower  and 
( kipt.  D.  J.  Taylor,  were  killed,  both  brave  and  faithful  soldiers.  We 
followed  them  about  100  yards,  w"hen  the  regiments  were  ordered  back 
and  directed  to  reform  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  the  position  just 
vacated.  Mounted  officers  (who- were  afteiwvard  said  by  prisoners  to 
be  General  Early  and  staff*,  and  two  of  w"hose  horses  we  succeeded  in 
killing)  were  seen  through  the  mist  reforming  and  urging  their  men  to 
a  second  assault,  and  we  had  scarcely  reformed  on  the  hill  when  the 
enemy  appeared  again  on  the  crest  within  thirty  yards  of  our  lines,  and, 
as  before,  we  jmured  a  heavy  volley  into  them,  charging,  when  they  fled 
in  the  wildest  confusion.  We  returned  to  the  hill  again,  and  the  enemy 
opened  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  upon  us.  We  remained  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  a  few  moments,  when  orders  came  to  retire,  and  General  Bidwell 
went  to  the  right  of  his  line  to  superintend  the  movement,  when  he  was 
mortally  wounded  by  a  shell,  and  a  second  afterward  Capt.  G.  H.  Orr,  ot 
his  staff*,  lost  a.n  arm.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  French  assumed  command,  and 
the  lines  were  retired  without  the  slightest  confusion  or  disorder*  about 
300  yards,  obliquing  toward  the  Winchester  pike.  We  then  took  [)osi- 
tion  in  one  line  on  a  road  running  i^erpendicular  to  the  Winchester 
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pike,  threw  up  a  breast- work  of  rails,  and  replenished  our  ammuuition. 
During  this  retrograde  movement  the  enemy  did  not  press  us,  they 
having  received  too  hot  a  blast  already.  Our  skirmish  line,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Sumner,  First  Maine  Volunteers,  Avas  Avlieeled  so  as 
to  be  perpendicular  to  the  Winchester  pike,  the  left  resting  near  it  and 
the  right  connecting  with  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
placed  under  cover  of  a  stone  Avail. 

The  main  line  was  again  ordered  to  retire  and  oblique  to  the  right  so 
as  to  gain  ground  toward  the  Winchester  i)ike.  General  L.  A.  Grant 
ordered  a  position  to  be  taken  on  a  crest  of  a  hill  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  in  rear  of  Middletown,  but  this  order  was  countermanded  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Getty,  and  the  brigade  placed  in  single  line  about  one  mile  from 
Middletown,  on  the  right  of  the  Winchester  pike  and  extending  across 
and  perpendicular  to  it,  connecting  with  the  Second  Brigade  on  our  right 
and  on  our  left  Avith  the  cavalry.  We  then  threw, up  a  slight  breast- 
Avork  of  rails  and  remained  in  this  position  until  1  p.  m.,  when  the 
Second  Brigade  Avas  withdrawn,  and  their  position  taken  up  by  the 
Forty-ninth  New  York,  Forty-third  Ncay  York  Volunteers,  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  heavy  artillery  belonging  to  a  provisional  brigade,  which  had 
wandered  to  the  front  and  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  French 
into  the  xiosition.  The  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  V olunteers  were  thrown 
forward  as  skirmishers,  7*esting  their  left  on  tliexnke  and  their  right  on  the 
skirmishers  of  the  First  Maine.  About  3,30  x).  m.  the  Second  Brigade 
resumed  their  former  position,  and  the  Forty-third  New  York  and 
Forty-ninth  New  York  theirs,  and  the  lieaA^y  artillery  battalion  Avent 
to  join  their  command  to  the  rear.  About  4  xi.  m.  we  were  ordered  to 
advance,  the  line  being  then  formed  from  right  to  left,  in  the  following- 
order:  Seventy-seA^enth,  Forty-ninth,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second, 
Forty- third  Ncav  A^ork  Volunteers,  First  Maine  VeteranVolunteers.  In 
advancing  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  guide  left  on  the  Winchester  pike,  but 
to  move  very  slowly,  so  as  to  allow  the  brigades  on  the  right  to  gain 
ground  in  advancing,  that  the  whole  division  migiit  execute  a  change  of 
direction  to  the  left.  This  brigade  was  ordered  to  commence  the  move¬ 
ment,  which  was  done,  but  the  brigade  on  our  right  did  not  gain  ground 
as  fast  as  Avas  exx^ected,  and  Ave  had  advanced  about  250  yards,  when 
the  enemy  oxiened  on  us  Avitli  canister  from  a  ])attery  behind  the  mill, 
and  an  infantry  fire  from  a  line  xiosted  behind  a  stone  Avail  in  our  front 
and  right,  and  whose  fire  upon  the  trooxis  on  our  right  was  masked  by 
houses  and  the  nature  of  tlie  ground;  also  a  battery  on  the  left  ox)ened 
directly  upon  that  fiank.  This  enfilading  artillery  fire  on  both  flanks 
and  heavy  musketry  caused  the  brigade  to  Avaver,  and  as  there  Avas  no 
Xuotection  or  cover  in  front  we  Avere  ordered  to  fall  back,  it  being- 
intended  to  retire  a  short  distance  until  the  troox)S  on  our  right  should 
adAunce  and  divide  the  enemy’s  fire,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground 
afforded  no  cover  until  the  position  occupied  during  the  day  was  reached, 
where  the  troops  Avere  sxieedily  reformed  and  advanced  at  a  double- 
quick,  and  took  x^ossessiou  near  Middletown  of  a  stone  wall,  from  behind 
which  Ave  engaged  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  Avhen  another  charge  of 
the  whole  line  was  ordered.  We  advanced  at  a  double-quick,  and  Avhen 
near  Middletown  the  battery  Avhich  had  x)layed  into  our  left  was  seen 
in  position,  and  the  left  of  the  regiments  sux^x^orting  it  not  over  fifty 
yards  distant  from  the  x^ike.  About  twenty  men  of  the  Forty-third 
New  York  Volunteers  and  First  Maine  Veteran  Volunteers  opened 
fire  on  their  flank  and  charged;  the  battery  limbered  ux)and  retired  at 
a  run,  accompanied  by  the  suxiports.  Our  men  passed  through  the  town, 
formed  themseh^es  again,  oxAened  fire  on  the  flank  of  the  same  battery. 
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aucl  it  was  limbered  up  and  ran  again  to  the  rear,  Avitli  its  supports, 
without  returning  a  shot.  Pursuit  was  kept  up  until  we  reached  the 
Avorks  on  the  Winchester  pike  near  Cedar  Creek,  and  fire  Avas  opened 
on  the  confused  mass  of  men  and  A^ehicles  crossing  that  stream,  and 
kept  up  until  they  were  charged  upon  [by]  the  cavalry,  when  the 
brigade  moved  back  and  went  into  camp  on  the  ground  occupied  the 
preAuous  day. 

The  voice  of  all  present  bears  witness  to  the  skill  Avith  Avhich  Lieut. 
Col.  W^.  B.  French,  Seventy-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  handled  the 
brigade  after  the  lamented  Bidwell  fell,  and  to  the  gallantry  of  Major 
Long,  assistant  adjutant-general,  aaTio  by  his  coolness  and  good  judg¬ 
ment  contributed  no  unimportant  part  to  the  success  of  our  arms. 

Good  service  was  rendered  by  Capt.  George  H.  Selkirk,  acting  assist¬ 
ant  inspector-general,  by  Capt.  George  S,  Orr,  acting  aide-de-camp, 
until  seriously  AA^ounded,  and  by  Lieut.  Lemuel  C.  Small,  aide-de-camp. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  AA^as  everything  that  is  com¬ 
mendable.  When  so  many  deserA^e  a  mention,  to  name  a  fcAr  Avould  but 
excite  invidious  comparison. 

Herewith  appended  is  a  nominal  list  of  casualties.* 

General  H.  D.  Bidwell,  attached  to  the  brigade  from  its  first  organi¬ 
zation  as  ('.olonel  Forty-ninth  'New  York  Volunteers,  and  endeared  to 
all  by  his  many  soldierly  virtues,  kindness  of  heart,  and  sterling 
patriotism,  has  at  last  fallen  in  the  first  line  of  battle. 

I  am,  major,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  HYDE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Charles  Mundee, 

AsHistant  Adjntant- General^  Second  Division. 


No.  44. 

Report  of  Maj.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher^  Seventh  Maine  Infantry ^  of  oper¬ 
ations  kSepf ember  22. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Maine  Volunteers, 

October  f  1801. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  when  the  lines  were  formed  for 
the  final  charge  on  Fisher’s  Hill,  September  22,  the  rigid  of  my  regi¬ 
ment  connected  witli  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  I  received  orders 
to  charge  and  gave  the  orders  to  the  regiment,  before  any  part  of  the 
First  Brigade  commenced  moving.  As  the  movement  was  made  we 
AA^ere  compelled  to  oblique  to  the  right  so  much  that  the  Avhole  of  my 
regiment  Avas  in  front  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  First  Brigade.  After 
crossing  the  canal  at  the  stone  house,  and  commencing  to  ascend  the 
hill,  shots  from  the  First  Brigade,  charging  in  our  rear,  compelled  us  to 
halt  until  they  came  through  the  orchard,  so  as  to  see  that  the  shorten¬ 
ing  of  the  line  had  placed  us  in  their  front.  As  soon  as  it  was  made 
known  to  them  Ave  again  moved  forAvard,  charging  upon  the  rebel  Avorks. 
W^hen  we  reached  them  the  gunners  had  not  all  left  the  guns,  and 
seA^eral  prisoners  Avere  taken  before  crossing  tlie  railroad.  No  force 
entered  the  AA^orks  on  our  front  before  us.  Two  guns  stood  near  the 
place  where  the  right  of  the  regiment  crossed  the  Avorks,  and  at  tli(‘  left 
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I  saw  tlie  colors  of  tlie  other  regiments  of  our  brigade  in  the  works 
while  the  First  was  still  charging  up  the  hill.  From  the  position  of  tlie 
line,  my  regiment  had  less  distance  by  nearly  the  length  of  its  front  to 
pass  over  in  charging  than  the  troops  on  the  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  0.  FLETCHEE, 

Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Maj.  William  H.  Long, 

A  ssista  n  t  A  djn  tant-  Gen  era  J. 


No.  45. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  A.  MlUihen,  Forty-third  Near  Yorh  Infantry,  of 
operations  f^eptemher  22. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-third  Battalion  New  York  A"ols., 

October  1,  18(M. 

Sir  :  Learning  that  the  First  Brigade  of  the  division  claims  to  have 
captured  the  battery  at  Fisher’s  Hid  on  the  22d  of  September,  1864,  I 
have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Forty-third  Battalion  Now  York  Yolunteers  and  other  regiments 
belonging  to  the  Third  Brigade: 

The  Forty-third  Battalion  New  Y^ork  Volunteers  was  in  the  second 
line  of  battle,  and  dire(*tly  in  front  of  tlie  battery  captmed,  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-second  New  Y"ork  Volunteers  on  the  right,  and  the 
First  Division  on  the  left,  the  left  ot‘  the  First  Brigade  resting  about 
150  yards  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New 
York  AVlnnteers.  When  the  line  advanced  the  Forty-third  Battalion 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  Y"ork  YYlnnteers  moved  at 
double  (piick,  mixing  with  the  first  line  of  battle,  composed  oftheSixty- 
lirst  Pennsylvania  Volunteersand  Seventh  Maine  Volunteers, the  Forty- 
Third  Battalion  phu'ing  the  first  colors  upon  the  enemy’s  works,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Seventh  Maine,  Sixty-first  Pennsjdvania,  and  One 
hundred  and  twenty-se(‘ond  New  York,  captured  the  battery  claimed 
by  the  First  Brigade.  As  soon  as  possible  John  Singleton,  0.  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  and  Dennis  (taney,  of  the  Forty-third  Battalion,  turned  and  fired 
one  of  the  guns  up«)n  the  flying  enemy,  ydio  Avere  retreating  toAvard 
the  Winchester  and  Staunton  pike.  The  First  Brigade  did  not  advance 
until  the  Third  Brigade  was  within  fifty  yards  of  the  battery,  and  AA^ere 
some  200  yards  in  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade  at  th(‘ 
time  the  guns  Avere  captured.  Thinking  that  quite  a  number  of  pris¬ 
oners  could  be  captured  if  the  enemy  AA^ere  pursued,  I  ordered  forward 
the  Forty-third  Battalion  Avithout  detailing  men  to  guard  the  captured 
guns,  and  Avhen  some  500  yards  from  the  guns  the  battalion  was  fired 
upon  by  men  belonging  to  the  First  Brigade  who  had  just  entered  the 
Avorks.  Due  gun  Avas  also  captured  after  crossing  the  pike  by  men 
belonging  to  the  Third  Brigade,  and  half  a  mile  from  the  first  guns 
captured.  From  the  position  occupied  by  the  First  Brigade  in  the  line 
of  battle  at  the  time  the  advance  commenced,  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  capture  any  artillery  unless  they  obliqued  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  Third  Brigade  and  passed  through  them,  which  they  did  not  do. 
I  liaA^e  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  MILLIKEN, 

Major,  Commanding  Forty -third  Battalion  New  Yorh  Yolunteers. 

Maj.  William  H.  Long, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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46. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Winsor  B.  French,  Seventy-seventh  New  Yorh  In¬ 
fantry^  of  operations  September  19  and  October  19. 


Hdqrs.  Seventy-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 

October  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  iiart  this 
regiment  took  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  ultimo  near  Winchester, 
Va. : 

In  marching  to  take  position  my  regiment  was  second  in  the  column 
and  followed  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York.  Soon 
after  sunrise  we  were  formed  in  line  and  advanced  through  a  corn  field 
and  took  position  in  an  old  road  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  and  at  the  left  of 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York,  somewhat  protected 
from  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  was  quite  severe,  by  temporary  breast¬ 
works  taken  from  the  enemy  by  Wilson’s  cavalry,  which  we  relieved. 
I  at  once  detached  twenty  good  shots  to  go  a  little  in  advance,  with 
orders  to  fire  uiion  two  of  the  enemy’s  pieces  of  artillery,  and  which 
were  very  annoying  to  us,  and  also  to  act  as  sharpshooters  to  keep 
down  those  of  the  enemy  who  were  constantly  picking  oft  my  officers  and 
men,  [and  they,]  together  with  the  occasional  firing  of  the  One  hundred 
and  twenty-second  New  York,  in  a  measure  kept  the  two  pieces  silent. 
There  were  two  other  pieces  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  in  a  ravine  run¬ 
ning  between  the  Fii\st  and  Third  Brigades,  and  so  far  in  front  as  to 
be  out  of  rifle  reach,  which  gave  us  much  trouble.  Having  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  hours,  I  was  ordered  to  throw  out  skirmishers, 
connecting  with  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right,  which  rested  in  a  deej) 
ravine  before  mentioned,  and  extending  left  to  the  road  in  which  we 
were  lying.  Four  companies  were  deployed,  under  the  charge  of  Major 
Babcock,  and  the  six  remaining  companies  moved  so  as  to  give  them 
suijport.  We  were  ordered  to  advance,  keeping  connection  with  the 
First  Brigade,  and  to  move  at  the  same  time  with  them.  When  the 
order  to  advance  was  given  the  skirmishers  moved  forward  promptly 
and  in  good  style,  closely  followed  by  the  six  companies,  in  line.  The 
enemy’s  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  very  severe,  their  infantry 
holding  a  strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  and  behind  a  fence 
directly  in  front,  but  they  soon  broke  and  ran,  leaving  the  0])en  field 
clear  for  500  yards  to  a  piece  of  woods,  to  Avhicli  we  quickly  advanced, 
keeping  good  connection  with  the  First  Brigade,  but  losing  it  entirely 
with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York.  In  advancing 
the  First  Brigade  moved  forward,  changing  direction  to  the  left^  thereby 
compelling  me  to  do  the  same.  When  we  reached  the  woods  the  First 
Brigade  slowly  fell  back,  but  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  line  I 
was  able  to  keep  my  position  and  line  intact.  We  remained  here  sev¬ 
eral  hours  and  at  length  advanced,  with  skirmishers  well  out,  driving 
the  enemy  rapidly  back,  keeping  good  connection  with  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade  until  the  victory  Avas  won  and  the  en^my  routed. 

My  loss  was  not  seA^ere — 2  killed  and  38  wounded. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  sa^  ing  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  did  their  duty  manfully  and  bravely. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 


W.  B.  FBENGM, 

Lieutenant- Colonef  Comma, ndiny  Reyiment. 
Maj.  William  H.  Long, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Hdqrs.  Seyenty-seventii  New  York  A^olunteers, 

Camp  near  Strashurg^  F«.,  October  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circular  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  took  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  19th  instant,  and  to  send  nominal  list  of  casualties;  140 
men  and  4  officers  having  been  detailed  for  picket  the  day  before,  my 
immediate  command  was  very  small: 

I  took  position  in  the  brigade  line  second  from  the  right,  having  the 
Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  my  right  and  the  Forty-ninth 
New  York  Y^olunteers  on  my  left.  A  few  skirmishers,  under  charge 
of  Capt.  Charles  E.  Stevens,  were  thrown  to  the  front  for  the  purpose 
of  observing  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  Avere  rapidly  advancing, 
a  thick  fog  enabling  them  to  approach  close  to  my  line  unobserved. 
The  formation  was  in  two  lines.  They  came  boldly  up  to  within  thirty 
paces  of  my  line  under  tlie  cover  of  a  hill.  Upon  rising  they  received 
a  full  volley  from  our  guns,  which  seemed  to  throw  them  into  confu¬ 
sion.  I  at  once  ordered  a  charge,  which  the  regiments  on  my  right 
and  left  nobly  participated  in.  The  enemy  broke  and  lied  in  disorder 
down  the  hill  and  beyond  the  reach  of  our  rifles,  leaving  a  few  of  his 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  in  onr  hands.  A  heavy  artillery  fire 
opening  on  us  we  retired  to  our  original  line.  He  quickly  reformed 
and  came  ui^  again,  this  time  in  single  line.  A  little  confusion  occurred 
at  this  time  OAving  to  the  giAung  way  of  regiments  on  my  left,  and  we 
AA^ere  compelled  to  fall  back,  but  only  a  few  paces,  where  we  quickly 
reformed  and  received  the  enemy  at  close  range,  he  coming  up  boldly 
within  tAventy  paces,  but  a  Avell- directed  fire  sent  him  reeling  to  the 
rear.  We  again  advanced  and  occupied  our  former  position.  Soon 
the  whole  force  on  the  right  commenced  retiring  and  1  followed  the 
movement,  leaA  ing  no  prisoners  and  bringing  offi  my  wounded.  At 
this  time  I  learned  of  the  death  of  General  Bidwell,  and  at  once  took 
command  of  the  brigade.  The  regiment  retired  in  line  and  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  of  and  near  the  pike,  where  it  remained  till  about  4 
p.  m.,  when  it  advanced  in  conformity  Avith  the  line,  at  this  time  having 
the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade.  It  met  Avith  no  considerable  loss 
until  near  the  brick  mill.  Here  it  received  a  AAdthering  fire  from  the 
stone  wall  in  our  front,  03cupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  sharpshooters 
posted  in  the  mill.  My  color  sergeant,  Benjamin  A.  Briggs  ;  color  cor- 
l)oral,  Warren  Earl,  and  the  adjutant,  Lieut.  G.  E.  Thomas,  Avere  shot 
down  successively  with  the  colors,  the  last  killed.  The  left  regiment 
of  the  Y^ermont  Brigade  gave  Avay  and  also  the  left  of  my  own  brigade. 
The  regiment  then  fell  back  in  good  order.  The  whole  line  was  quickly 
reformed  in  its  original  position;  a  second  advance  Avas  made,  this  time 
Avith  little  loss  and  much  less  opposition.  The  stone  wall  was  gained, 
Avhich  afibrded  protection  from  the  enemy’s  musketry  from  the  elevated 
ground  in  our  front.  This  iiosition  was  held  for  a  few  minutes  and 
again  we  advanced.  The  enemy  then  broke  and  ran  in  confusion. 
For  the  rest  it  was  simply  a  running  fight,  Avithout  order  or  formation, 
through  Middletown,  at  the  outskirts  of  which  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line.  The  regiment  advanced  Avithout  being  further  engaged  during 
the  action  of  that  day. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command;  they  behaved  admirably,  displaying  that  coolness  and  brav- 
ery  so  necessarv  and  commendable  under  fire. 

W.  B.  FBENCH, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commandinfi  Regiment. 

Maj.  William  H.  Long, 

AsHt.  Adjt,  Cen.,  Third  Brig.,  Second  Biv.,  Sixth  Corps. 
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17. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  J.  Taylor,  Rlxiy-first  Fermsylvania  Infantry^  of 
operations  September  22. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-first  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  A^ols., 

Oetoher  1,  1864. 

Major:  In  connection  with  the  fact  of  our  (Third)  brigade  capturing 
the  rebel  battery  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  on  September  22,  1864,  I  would  most 
respectfully  make  the  following  statement: 

The  battery  in  question  was  directly  in  front  of  our  brigade.  On  the 
right  of  my  regiment  was  the  Seventh  Maine,  and  on  my  left,  between 
my  regiment  and  the  First  Division,  [,97c]  and  before  we  reached  the 
work  the  Forty-third  N'ew  York  had  formed  and  assaulted  with  ns.  Our 
(Third  Brigade)  line  reached  the  work  and  the  guns  before  any  other 
troops.  While  still  continuing  our  i)nrsuit  of  the  Hying  enemy,  the 
First  Brigade  of  our  division  came  up  in  our  rear  and  near  the  battery 
and  opened  lire  with  musketry,  many  of  the  bullets  falliiigin  our  ranks, 
which  were  nearly  500  yards  in  advance.  I  hurried  back  and  en¬ 
deavored  to  sto])  the  firing.  I  then  learned  that  the  First  Brigade  had 
placed  a  guard  on  the  guns  that  Ave  had  captured.  In  my  judgment 
the  true  position  of  the  First  Brigade  Avas  too  far  to  the  right  to  be  of 
any  use  in  assaulting  this  particular  point.  They  must  necessarily 
have  inclined  to  their  left  very  much  to  gain  it;  in  doing  so  they  would 
either  have  obliqued  across  our  front,  or  come  up  in  our  rear,  which  they 
did  do. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  AV)ur  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  TAYLOB, 

Captain^  Commanding  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Maj.  AV.  H.  Long, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  48. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Rielcetts,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Division,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army^  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  in  the  late  engagements  at 
Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill. 

At  2.30^  a.  m.  September  19,  1864,  this  command  broke  camp  near 
Clifton,  A^a.,  with  orders  to  proceed  across  the  country  in  the  direction 
of  the  Opequon  Kiver;  crossed  the  river  about  7  a.  m.,  on  the  Berry- 
ville  and  Winchester  pike;  from  thence  it  was  moved  to  Avithin  three 
miles  of  Winchester  and  formed  under  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  right 
of  the  pike  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Division— First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Emerson,  on  the  left.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Keifer,  on  the  right, 
which  was  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Cori)s.  This  position  Avas  attainecl 
about  9  a.  m.  Skirmishers  Avere  throAvn  forAvard  immediately  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  back,  that  a  battery  might 
be  i)laced  in  our  front.  This  being  accomplished  the  fighting  Avas  con- 
hned  to  the  skirmish  line  and  the  artillery  until  11.40  a.  m.  The  Nine¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  was  formed  about  11  a.  m.  ni)ou  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  connecting  Avith  the  right  of  my  division.  At  the  hour 
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last  mentioned  the  whole  line  advanced.  As  soon  as  we  commenced 
to  advance  we  were  exi:>osed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 
Major  Yredenburgh,  cominanding  Fourteenth  Kew  Jersey  Yolunteers, 
who  was  charged  Avith  the  direction  of  the  line,  and  while  bravely 
urging  his  troops  oiiAvard  was  struck  by  a  shell  and  instantly  killed, 
his  last  words  being,  Guide  on  me,  boys;  I  Avill  do  the  best  I  can.” 
The  division  moved  quickly  forward  for  about  one  mile,  passing  Mr. 
Dinkle’s  house  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  capturing  almost  all  of  the 
enemy  in  our  immediate  front.  The  Nineteenth  Corps  did  not  move 
and  keep  connection  with  my  right,  and  the  turnpike  upon  which  the 
division  Avas  dressing  bore  to  the  left,  causing  a  wide  interval  between 
the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps.  As  the  lines  advanced  the  interval 
became  greater.  The  enemy  discovering  this  fact,  hurled  a  large  body 
of  men  toward  the  interAml  and  threatened  to  take  my  right  in  flank. 
Colonel  Keifer  at  once  caused  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  and 
Sixth-seventh  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers  and  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Ohio  Eegiment  to  break  their  connection  AAuth  the  right  of  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  and  move  toward  the  advancing  columns  of 
the  enemy.  Those  three  regiments  most  gallantly  met  the  overAAdielm- 
ing  masses  of  the  enemy  and  held  them  in  check.  As  soon  as  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  engaged  the  enemy  the  force  in  my  front  commenced 
slowly  retiring.  The  three  regiments  named  were  pushed  forAvard 
until  they  came  ux)on  two  batteries  (eight  guns),  silencing  them  and 
compelling  the  enemy  to  abandon  them.  The  three  regiments  had 
arrAed  Avithin  less  than  200  yards  of  the  two  batteries  when  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  after  a  most  gallant  resistance,  gave  way.  These  guns 
Avould  have  been  taken  by  our  troops  had  our  flanks  been  properly 
protected.  The  enemy  at  once  came  upon  my  right  flank  in  large  force; 
successful  resistance  was  no  longer  possible ;  the  order  was  given  for 
our  men  to  fall  back  on  the  second  line,  but  the  enemy  adA^ancing  at  the 
time  in  force  threw  us  temporarily  into  confusion.  The  line  AA^as  soon 
reformed  and  the  euemy  again  driven  from  the  house  aboA^e  mentioned 
and  our  line  formed  about  100  yards  in  advance,  the  men  protecting 
themselves  Avith  rails,  &c.  Heavy  firing  on  both  sides  Avas  kept  up. 
AYhile  holding  this  line  the  enemy  charged  twice,  but  Avas  repulsed,  Avith 
heavy  loss,  both  times.  About  4  p.  in.  a  general  advance  took  place, 
the  enemy  gave  way  before  the  imiietuosity  of  our  troops  and  were  soon 
completely  routed.  This  division  pressed  forward  Avith  the  advanced 
line  to  and  through  the  streets  of  Winchester  to  the  heights  beyond. 
Night  came  on  and  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  Avas  stopped.  The  troops 
of  my  division  encamped  \Aith  the  corx)S  on  the  Strasburg  and  Front 
Eoyal  roads  south  of  Winchester. 

This  division  took  in  this  engagement  149  iirisoners. 

This  division  lost  in  the  battle  of  Opequon  some  valiant  and  superior 
ofticers.  Among  others,  the  division  mourns  the  loss  of  the  gallant 
Major  Dillingham,  of  the  Tenth  Yermont  Yolunteers.  Major  Yredeu- 
burgh,  commanding  Fourteenth  Nexv  Jersey  Yolunteers,  Avas  killed 
instantly  early  in  the  action.  He  Avas  a  brave  and  skillful  oflicer. 
Col.  J.  W.  Horn,  Sixth  Maryland  Yolunteers,  than  Avhom  none  excelled 
for  distinguished  bravery,  AA^as  severely  if  not  mortally  AAanmded.  Lieut. 
Col.  A.  W.  Ebright,  commanding  One  hundred  and  tAv^enty- sixth  Ohio, 
Avas  killed  instantly  early  in  the  action.  He  was  uniformly  bras^e  and 
skillful. 

The  enemy  AAms  pursued  on  the  20th  to  Fisher’s  Hill  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  south  of  Strasburg,  Ya.,  on  the  Staunton  pike,  where  he  Awas 
found  strongly  Ibrtified  in  an  apparently  impregnable  x)ositiou.  About 
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V2  m.  oil  the  21st,  the  division,  except  the  Ninth  New  York  [Heavy  Ar¬ 
tillery]  Volunteers,  which  was  detailed  as  wagon  guard,  moved  with  the 
corps  to  the  right  of  Strashurg,  Va.,  and  wab  formed  again  upon  the  ex¬ 
treme  right  of  the  corps.  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Wright,  I  ordered  forward  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio, 
commanded  hy  Captain  Hoge,  to  aid  in  driving  the  enemy  from  a  hill 
in  onr  front.  This  regiment  soon  became  engaged  Avith  the  enemy. 
The  Sixth  Maryland,  commanded  by  Capt.  ( K.  Ih’entiss,  w  as  soon  after 
ordered  forward  to  its  support.  After  a  brisk  tiglit  the  two  regiments 
charged  Avith  the  line  of  battle,  under  Colonel  Horn  [Keifer],  and  took 
the  heights,  thereby  gaining  a  very  important  position,  upon  which  the 
troops  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Captain  Prentiss  displayed  great 
gallantry  in  this  action. 

The  (liAusion  remained  in  the  position  occupied  on  the  night  of 
the  21st  instant  until  about  12  m.  of  the  22d  instant.  The  Sixth 
Maryland  being  on  the  skirmish  line  was  constantly  engaged  Avitli  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers.  At  the  hour  last  named,  as  directed  by  Major- 
General  Wright,  the  division  moved  off  to  the  right  and  upon  the 
enemy’s  left.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Keifer,  forming  the  first 
line,  with  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Emerson,  as  a  support,  attacked 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  two  hills,  Avliich  he  held  in  consid¬ 
erable  force.  So  rapid  Avas  their  flight  that  they  abandoned  shelter- 
tents,  blankets,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  infantry  ammunition. 
During  this  advance  the  Sixth  Maryland  Avas  ordered  to  push  forward 
upon  the  extreme  left  of  my  skirmish  line  to  resist  an  attack  from  the 
enemy  in  that  direction,  Avhich  it  Avas  sm-cessful  in  doing.  In  this 
attack  i)ortions  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  and  One  hundred  and 
tAveuty-second  Ohio  Avere  throAvn  forward  as  a  strong  line  of  skir¬ 
mishers,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  M.  Granger,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-second  Ohio,  Maj.  A.  Spangler,  commanding  the  One  hun- 
,  dred  and  tenth  Ohio.  Colonel  Granger  and  ]\Iajor  Spangler  exhibited 
their  usual  skill  and  good  judgment  in  the  successful  management  of 
troops.  The  skirmishers  were  imshed  OA^er  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  to 
Avithin  long  rifie  range  erf  the  enemy’s  main  works,  in  which  Avere 
mounted  heavy  guns.  The  division  Avas  formed  behind  the  crest  of  the 
hill  confronting  the  enemy.  Although  near  the  enemy  he  Avas  not  able 
to  do  us  much  injury  Avith  his  artillery.  Sharp  skirmishing  continued 
until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  the  Eighth  Corps  commenced  and  advanced 
some  distance  farther  to  the  right  and  upon  the  left  fiank  and  rear  ol 
the  enemy.  A  heavy  fire  had  been  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  Avorks  by 
artillery  to  my  rear  and  left.  My  skirmishers  Avere  pushed  forward 
Avith  orders  to  halt  near  the  ciiemy’s  Avorks  and  open  fire  upon  his 
gunners.  The  Avhole  line  soon  after  advanced  and  chai'ged  the  Avorks, 
capturing  many  prisoners  and  guns  and  dispersing  the  rebel  infantry 
in  all  directions.  As  Ave  charged  a  battery  opened  upon  us  still  fartlier 
to  our  left.  The  Eighth  Corps  came  up  on  our  immediate  right,  and 
Avith  them  A\^e  moved  forward  Avithout  delay  and  charged  the  second 
battery,  capturing  it  also.  At  about  this  time  the  Avliole  army  com¬ 
menced  advancing.  The  Eighth  Corirs  and  my  diAUsion,  being  fully 
upon  the  enemy’s  left  flank  and  rear,  pushed  foiAvard  with  Avild  and 
A’ictorious  shouts  along  the  entire  line  ot  the  enemy,  from  his  left  to 
extreme  right,  capturing  all  his  artillery  in  position  and  capturing  and 
dispersing  his  troojis.  Not  a  regiment  or  company  of  the  enemy  left 
the  field  in  anything  like  ordei-.  Of  the  number  ot  pieces  of  artilleiy 
captured,  this  division  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  capturing  four  at  least, 
and  210  iirisoners.  The  division  pursued  the  (annuy  Avith  the  corps  all 
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iiiglit.  The  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  enemy  was  continued  by  the  infantry 
to  Harrisonburg',  Ya.,  at  which  place  the  army  arrived  on  the  25th 
instant. 

The  loss  in  my  division  was  very  light  on  the  22d,  considering  the 
results  attained. 

Throughout  the  two  engagements  Col.  William  Emerson,  command¬ 
ing  First  Brigade,  and  Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  displayed  great  bravery  and  energy  in  the  discharge  of  their 
important  duties,  maintaining  their  usual  reputation  for  cool  courage 
and  excellent  judgment  and  skill.  The  officers  of  their  respective  staffs 
were  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  good  conduct.  I  cannot  too  highly 
commend  their  gallantry. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  I  would  mention  the  following-named 
officers  of  my  command  who  have  particularly  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  late  engagements,  and  who  are  worthy  and  deserving  of  promo¬ 
tion  : 

Third  Division  staff*:  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen¬ 
eral;  Caj)t.  Benjamin  W.  Bichards,  additional  aide-de-camx) ;  Capt. 
George  B.  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  judge-advocate;  Capt. 
Robert  T.  Cornwell,  Sixty-seventh  PennvSylvania  Volunteers,  provost- 
marshal;  Capt.  George  J.  Oakes,  One  hundred  and  fffty-first  New  York 
Volunteers,  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  O.  V.  Tracy,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  division  inspector;,  Surg.  Robert 
Barr,  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  surgeon-in-chief. 

First  Brigade:  Col.  William  Emerson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first 
New  York  Volunteers,  (jommanding  brigade ;  Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 
assistant  adjutant- gen  era!  of  volunteers;  Capt.  Hiram  W.  Day,  One 
hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  brigade  inspector;  First 
Lieut.  John  A.  Hicks,  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-camp. 
Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers — Capt.  William  W.  Conover,  First 
Lieut.  William  B.  Ross.  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Volun- 
teoTvS — First  Lieut.  Edward  E.  Russell. 

Second  Brigade :  Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  commanding  brigade;  First  Lieut.  John  A.  Gump,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general;  First  Lieut.  J.  T.  Rorer,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  J.  P.  Dudrow, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-cami); 
Second  Lieut.  R.  W.  Wiley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
acting  aide-de-camp.  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers — Col.  John  W.  Horn, 
Capt.  Clifton  K.  Prentiss,  Capt.  J.  J.  Bradshaw.  Ninth  New  York 
[Heavy  Artillery]  Volunteers — Maj.  Charles  Burgess  (at  Winchester 
only).  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers — Col.  William 
H.  Ball,  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  M.  Granger,  First  Lieut.  M.  D.  WJieeler,  First 
Lieut.  I.  R.  Hendershott.  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers — 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  Binkley,  Maj.  Aaron  Spangler,  Capt.  J.  B.  Van  Eaton. 

The  already  great  length  of  this  report  forbids  my  making  special 
mention  of  the  many  acts  of  daring  bravery  that  were  performed  by 
officers  and  men  of  this  command. 

A  nominal  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  transmitted.* 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  RICKETTS, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  C.  A.  Whittier,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Sixth  Corps. 


Embodied  in  tables,  pp.  113, 121. 
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No.  49. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Warren  Kelfer,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Bivisionj  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  before  Petersbimjj  Va.,  December  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  v  ith  orders,  the 
movements  and  operations  of  the  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1804: 

The  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  occupied  a  position  in  two 
lines  on  the  left  of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps,  connecting  on 
its  left  with  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  Nineteenth  Corps 
was  in  the  center  of  the  army,  the  Eighth  Corps,  or  Army  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  being  upon  the  extreme  left,  the  whole  army  facing  Cedar  Creek. 
The  troops  of  the  division  were  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  about  half 
a  mile  and  not  to  exceed  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Middletown.  Marsh 
Bun,  which  in  places  was  difricult  to  cross,  flowed  through  a  ravine  a 
very  short  distance  in  rear  of  the  division  and  divided  the  main  body 
of  the  troops  of  the  Nineteenth  from  the  Sixtli  Corps.  The  troops  of 
the  division  consisted  of  two  brigades,  commanded  iirevious  to  the  J  9th 
of  October,  1864,  First  Brigade,  by  Col.  William  Emerson,  One  hundred 
and  fifty-first  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Brigade,  by  myself,  and 
the  division  by  Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Eicketts.  The  First  Brigade  was 
located  upon  the  right  and  Second  Brigade  upon  the  left  of  the  division. 
The  aggregate  strength  present  for  duty  in  line  was  151  ofiicers  and 
3,818  enlisted  men.  On  the  morning  of  October  19,  at  early  daybreak, 
some  firing  was  heard  upon  the  right  of  the  army  and  soon  after  rapid 
firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  Being 
in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  at  that  time,  it  Avas  immediately 
placed  under  arms,  tents  struck,  and  Avagons  packed,  and  preparations 
made  for  meeting  any  emergency.  Immediately  after  the  troops  were 
formed  in  front  of  their  camp,  Capt.  A.  J.  Smith,  acting  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general,  Third  Division,  Avith  others  of  the  division  stafl',  reported 
to  me  with  orders  from  General  Eicketts  to  assume  command  of  the 
division.  General  Eicketts  having  assumed  command  of  the  corps.  Gen¬ 
eral  Wright  being  in  command  of  the  army.  I  at  once  turned  OA^er  the 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade  to  Col.  William  H.  Ball,  One  hundred 
and  tAventy- second  Ohio,  and  assumed  command  of  the  division.  The 
firing  continued  to  grow  more  rapid  upon  the  left  of  the  army,  and  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  the  enemy  designed  to  bring  on  a  general  engage¬ 
ment.  I  received  an  order  from  General  Eicketts  to  move  the  division 
to  the  turnpike,  and  commenced  the  movement,  but  soon  after  received 
an  order  to  reoccupy  the  late  position  and  look  out  for  the  right,  as  the 
First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  corps  had  been  ordered  from  the 
right  across  the  run  to  the  turnpike  and  to  the  suiAport  of  the  left  of 
the  army.  The  firing  continued  to  groAv  more  rapid  upon  the  left  and 
extended  to  the  rear,  parallel  with  the  turnpike  and  toAvard  Middle- 
toAvn,  The  troops  upon  the  left  had  fallen  back  from  tbeir  position  in 
disorder,  and,  with  small  bodies  of  cavalry,  army  Avagons,  pack  animals, 
&c.,  had  crossed  Marsh  Eun  and  Avere  rushing  through  the  lines  of 
troops;  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  exertions  of  officers  that  tlie  lines 
could  be  preserved.  While  moving  the  troops  back  to  their  late  posi¬ 
tion  orders  Avere  received  to  take  the  hills  opposite  the  rear  of  the 
camps  of  the  dmsion.  When  this  order  was  received  the  enemy  had 
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gained  them  and  a  i)ortion  of  my  command  had  opened  lire  upon  him. 
Colonel  Ball  was  ordered  to  take  the  position  with  his  brigade.  The 
rear  line  of  the  Second  Brigade,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  was  ordered  to 
charge  the  hills,  and  orders  were  given  to  the  other  troops  of  the  divis¬ 
ion  to  follow  in  close  support.  The  troops  advanced  in  excellent  order, 
notwithstanding  a  heavy  lire  from  tlie  enemy,  but  just  after  the  advance 
had  crossed  the  stream  the  troops  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  broke  in  dis¬ 
order  and  fell  back  along  the  stream  and  in  such  numbers  as  to  impede 
the  farther  progress  of  the  movement  and  temporarily  throw  the  ad¬ 
vance  line  into  some  confusion.  Fearing  the  danger  of  getting  my  com¬ 
mand  isito  disorder,  and  at  the  same  time  ascertaining  that  the  enemy 
had  turned  the  left  of  the  army  and  were  already  advancing  and  threat¬ 
ening  the  rear,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  charge  and  a  rapid 
lire  opened  upon  the  enemy,  which  stopped  his  farther  progress  in  my 
front.  So  great  were  the  number  of  broken  troops  of  the  other  corps 
that  for  a  time  the  lines  had  to  be  opened  at  intervals  in  order  to  allow 
them  to  pass  to  the  rear.  In  consequence  of  the  necessary  movements 
of  the  morning  the  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were  separated  and  were 
obliged  to  fight  independent  of  each  other.  The  Third  Division,  hav¬ 
ing  faced  about,  became  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  A  number  of 
guns  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Corps  were  posted  upon  the  hills  on  my  left. 
These  guns,  under  the  command  of  Captains  McKnight  and  Adams,  and 
under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  Avere  admirably  handled  and  rapidly  fired,  although  under  a  heavy 
an  d  close  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy.  After  over  100  artillery  horses  had 
been  shot  the  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing  a  portion  of  the  guns,  having 
approached  under  cover  of  the  smoke  and- fog  from  the  left,  Avhich  was 
unprotected.  A  charge  Avas  ordered  and  the  guns  Avere  retaken,  three  of 
which  Avere  drawn  off  by  hand;  others  AA^ere  left  in  consequence  of  being 
disabled,  but  were  subsequently  recaptured.  The  regiments  princi¬ 
pally  engaged  in  this  charge  Avere  the  Tenth  Vermont  (of  the  First 
Brigade),  commanded  by  Col.  William  W.  Henry,  and  Sixth  Maryland 
(of  the  Second  Brigade),  commanded  by  Capt.  C.  K.  Prentiss.  Great 
gallantry  was  displayed  in  this  charge  by  officers  and  men.  The  rebels 
Avere  fought  hand  to  hand  and  driA^en  from  the  guns.  A  position  was 
taken  upon  the  crest  of  a  ridge  facing  the  enemy,  who  by  this  time  had 
thrown  a  force  across  Marsh  Run,  near  its  mouth,  and  were  advancing 
along  Cedar  Creek  upon  my  right.  The  right  of  the  Third  Division  was 
extended  to  near  Cedar  Creek,  and  the  left  rested  a  short  distance  from 
Marsh  Run.  A  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  and  the  enemy  were  tAAUce  driven  back,  Avith  heavy  loss.  Orders 
were  received  from  Major-General  Wright  in  person  to  charge  forward 
and  drive  the  enemy,  and  the  movement  Avas  commenced,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  disorder  into  AARich  the  enemy  had  previously  been 
thrown  the  movement  bid  fair  to  be  a  success ;  but,  owing  to  the  enemy’s 
appearance  in  heavy  force  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  division,  the  charge 
Avas  soon  suspended  and  the  troops  withdrawn  sloAvly  to  a  iieAv  position. 
The  battle  raged  Avith  great  fury,  the  line  slowly  retiring  in  tbe  main  in 
good  order  from  one  position  to  another.  My  line  was  at  no  time  driven 
from  any  position,  but  was  withdraAvn  from  one  position  to  another 
under  orders,  and  each  time  after  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  in  all 
attacks  from  the  front.  About  10  a.  m.  the  troops  reached  a  road  that 
ran  liarallel  to  my  line  and  at  right  angles  to  the  turnpike  and  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear  and  right  of  MiddletoAvn.  The  troops  had  been 
Avithdrawn  not  to  exceed  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  position  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  morning.  At  this  liour  the  enemy  suspended  further 
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attacks,  but  concentrated  a  heavy  artillery  lire  upon  the  troops.  In 
retiring’  almost  all  the  wounded  of  the  division  were  brought  off,  and 
but  few  prisoners  were  lost.  From  this  position  the  division  was 
moved,  under  orders,  to  the  left  and  formed  connection  with  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  Sixth  Corps. 

After  General  Ricketts  was  wounded  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Getty  assumed 
command  of  the  corps,  from  whom  I  received  orders.  The  First  Division, 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  was  formed  ui^on  my  right. 
Many  of  the  troops  thrown  into  disorder  early  in  the  engagement  were 
reformed  and  brought  into  line;  those  of  the  Nineteenth  Cori)s  were 
formed  upon  the  right  of  the  army.  It  was  known  about  10.30  a.  m. 
that  Major-General  Sheridan  had  arrived  upon  the  field  and  had  assumed 
command  of  the  army.  Major-General  Wright  resumed  command  of 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  Unfortunately,  Colonel  Emerson,  commanding 
the  First  Brigade,  failed  to  keep  connection  with  the  Second  Brigade 
of  the  division  during  a  march  to  the  rear,  in  consequence  of  which 
some  delay  took  ifface  in  getting  into  proper  position.  As  soon  as  a 
position  was  taken  up  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  was  ordered  forward 
from  the  Second  Brigade  to  cover  the  front  of  the  division.  Colonel 
Ball,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  accordingly  ordered  forward  the 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H. 
Binkley.  They  took  up  a  i^osition  about  300  yards  to  the  front,  and 
alo7ig  the  outskirts  of  the  woods.  Desultory  firing  and  skirmisliing 
were  kept  up. 

The  enemy  about  1  p.  m.  attempted  another  advance,  and  after  a 
brisk  tight  with  the  skirmishers  caused  them  to  fall  back  to  the  main 
line.  The  attack  was  then  immediately  repulsed,  and  the  skirmishers 
retook  their  former  position.  A  small  detachment  of  the  Army  of  West 
Virginia,  under  the  command  of  Col.  R.  B.  Hayes,  of  the  Twenty- third 
Ohio,  was  formed  upon  the  left  of  the  Third  Division  and  connected 
with  the  right  of  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  the  left  of 
which  rested  upon  the  Valley  turnpike,  about  one  mile  in  rear  of  Mid¬ 
dletown.  The  troops  remained  in  position  until  3.15  p.  m.,  when  a 
general  advance  was  made,  the  order  to  do  so  having  been  received  by 
me  from  Major-General  Wright.  Immediately  after  the  advance  com¬ 
menced  the  troops  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  were  withdrawn  from 
the  line,  leaving  a  short  interval  between  the  left  of  my  line  and  that 
of  General  G.  W.  Getty,  commanding  Second  Division.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  from  Major-General  Wright  my  line  was  ordered  to 
dress  to  the  left  in  the  general  advance  and  close  up  all  intervals. 
Specific  instructions  were  given  by  me  to  brigade  commanders  to  dress 
their  troops  to  the  left  in  the  advance,  leave  no  intervals,  and  to  be 
careful  to  avoid  dressing  them  too  rapidly  and  closely.  The  troops 
were  in  one  line  of  battle  and  without  reserves.  When  the  advance 
commenced  the  division  moved  forward  in  splendid  style  and  very  rap¬ 
idly.  It  soon  encountered  the  enemy  in  great  strength  and  well  posted. 
The  enemy  opened  a  deadly  fire  with  artillery  and  musketry  upon  the 
troops,  but  for  a  time  they  continued  the  advance,  although  suffering 
heavy  losses.  Tlie  ordei^to  avoid  massing  tlie  troops  in  the  advance 
was  not  complied  with  by  the  First  Brigade,  the  troops  of  which,  after 
coming  under  fire,  dressed  hastily,  and  in  some  confusion,  to  left  and  soon 
became  massed  behind  and  merged  into  trooi)S  of  Second  Brigade. 
In  addition  to  the  confusion  that  necessarily  ensued  the  right  was  left 
unprotected.  The  greater  i)ortion  of  the  division,  after  returning  the 
enemy’s  tire  vigorously  for  a  short  time,  temi)orarily  gave  way.  To  the 
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failure  to  keep  the  troops  properly  dressed  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
Third  Division  moved  forward  too  rapidly  and  in  advance  of  the 
troops  upon  its  right  I  mainly  attribute  the  failure  to  succeed  in  this 
advance.  The  troops  upon  my  left  also  temporarily  gave  way.  The 
division  lost  very  heavily  in  this  attack.  Not  to  exceed  five  minutes 
elapsed  before  the  troops  had  been  halted  and  were  again  charged 
forward.  The  enemy  this  time  gave  way  and  were  forced  back  several 
hundred  yards,  when  he  again  took  up  a  position  behind  a  stone  fence 
upon  the  iace  of  a  hill  sloping  toward  my  troops.  The  division  charged 
forward  to  a  stone  fence  which  was  parallel  lo  the  enemy’s  position  and 
about  250  yards  distant  therefrom.  An  open  field  lay  between  the 
ojjposing  troops.  A  stone  wall  extended  at  right  angles  from  the  right 
of  my  line  to  the'  left  of  the  enemy’s.  A  sharp  and  fierce  musketry  fire 
was  kept  up  between  the  contending  forces  for  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour.  Orders  were  received  from  Major-General  Wright  in  person 
to  charge  the  enemy’s  position.  Preparatory  to  giving  the  order  for 
the  division  to  charge  I  ordered  Colonel  Emerson  to  send  a  competent 
staff*  officer  with  volunteer  soldiers  along  and  under  cover  of  the  stone 
wall  upon  the  right  of  the  line,  with  orders  to  throw  themselves  upon 
the  enemy’s  left  and  open  an  enfilading  fire  upon  him.  This  order  was 
immediately  carried  out  and  had  the  desired  effect.  Capt.  H.  W.  Day, 
One  hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  brigade  inspector 
of  the  First  Brigade,  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  order. 
His  gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion  was  highly  meritorious,  and  for 
which  he  deserves  promotion.  Lieut.  Col.  M.  M.  Granger,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  volun  teered  to  assist  in  this  strate¬ 
gic  movement.  As  soon  as  troops  could  reach  the  flank  of  the  enemy 
the  troops  of  the  division  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy 
and  at  once  charged  across  the  open  ground,  driving  him  in  utter  rout 
from  his  position.  A  considerable  number  of  x>risoners  were  taken  in 
this  charge,  also  small-arms  and  two  battle-flags.  Leander  McClurg, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio,  captured  the  battle- flag  of  what 
he  supposed  to  have  been  the  Forty-fourth  (rebel)  Virginia  Kegiment, 
Avhich  he  was  forced  to  give  up  to  a  staff  officer,  not  since  recognized  by 
him.  Corpl.  Daniel  P.  Eeigle,*  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  captured 
a  battle-flag  from  a  color  bearer  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  retreated 
precipitately,  throwing  away  guns,  accouterments,  &c.,  in  their  flight. 
He  was  closely  pursued  by  the  infantry  to  and  across  Cedar  Creek.  His 
columns  were  completely  routed,  disorganized,  and  demoralized.  Troox>s 
of  this  division  were  the  first  to  plant  colors  upon  the  works  along 
Cedar  Creek,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Eighth  and  Nineteenth 
Corps  in  the  morning.  The  cavalry  of  the  army  Avas  hurled  upon  the 
broken  and  flying  troops  of  the  enemy  after  he  had  crossed  Cedar  Creek. 
Night  came  on  and  the  infantry  gave  up  the  lAursuit.  The  abandoned 
and  disabled  guns  and  caissons  pf  the  corps  were  retaken  upon  the 
ground  upon  Avhich  they  had  been  left  in  the  morning. 

The  cavalry,  in  its  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  captured  many  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  fruits  of  the  great  victory  Avhich  had  been  so  richly  earned  by 
the  hard  fighting  of  the  infantry  soldiers.  The  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  cavalry,  compared  to  that#in  the  infantry,  was  light, 
which  of  itself  proves  upon  whom  the  burden  of  the  battle  rested  and 
was  borne. 

At  dark  the  troops,  under  orders,  went  into  their  respective  camps, 
from  which  they  had  been  called  up  in  the  morning.  Many  officers  and 
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soldiers  spent  tlie  night  in  ministering  to  tlieir  wounded  and  dying 
comrades.  Instances  were  not  a  few  where  the  miscreaut  enemy  had 
stripped  the  persons  of  our  wounded  of  clothing,  and  left  them  without 
covering  upon  the  ground.  The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  generally 
robbed  of  all  clothing  and  effects.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  many 
of  the  bodies  of  the  enemy’s  dead  had  been  robbed  and  stripped  by 
their  own  troops.  A  rebel  officer  was  killed,  upon  whose  body  was 
found  clothing  and  other  private  effe(5ts  of  Capt.  E.  M.  Kuhl,  Eighty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  morning. 

Considering  the  unfortunate  circumstances  under  which  the  battle 
commenced  in  the  morning,  and  its  long  and  sanguinary  character,  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  officers  and  soldiers.  Col.  William  H. 
Ball,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  showed  superior  judgment,  cool¬ 
ness,  skill,  and  gallantry.  Col.  William  W.  Henry,  Tenth  Vermont, 
Lieut.  Cols.  M.  M.  Granger,  One  hundred  and  twenty- second,  and  Otho 
H.  Binkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Majs.  William  H.  Ferguson,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-fourth  New  York,  Charles  Burgess,  Ninth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  Charles  M.  Cornyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty- second 
Ohio,  and  Aaron  Spangler,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  together  with 
many  others,  were  i)articularly  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  impor¬ 
tant  duties. 

It  is  impossible  to  mention  names  of  the  many  who  displayed  acts  of 
distinguished  gallantry.  The  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  and  a 
battalion  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
commanded,  respectively,  by  Maj.  (now  Lieut.  Col.)  James  W.  Snyder 
and  Maj.  W.  D.  Ferguson,  for  their  noble  behavior  deserve  to  be 
specially  mentioned.  The  former  regiment  had  several  hundred  re¬ 
cruits  and  conscripts  who  had  just  entered  the  service.  The  battalion 
of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty -fourth  New  York  had  never  before  been 
engaged. 

It  is  painful  to  mention  the  bad  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G. 
Chandler,  Tenth  Vermont,  Maj.  G.  W.  Voorhes,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  Ohio,  and  Gilbert  H.  Bargar,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteers.  These  officers  shamefully  deserted  their  com¬ 
rades  in  arms,  and  went  to  the  rear  without  authority  or  good  cause. 
Captain  Bargar  had  just  received  a  leave  of  absence.  He  abandoned 
his  company  while  it  was  in  actual  combat  with  the  enemy,  and  under 
his  leave  of  absence  attempted  to  shield  himself  from  shame  and  dis¬ 
grace. 

iStaff  officers  of  brigades  were  very  efficient  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties.  Lieuts.  John  A.  Gump,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
J.  T.  Borer  (now  Capt.),  brigade  inspector,  B.  W.  Wiley,  acting  aide- 
de-camp,  Second  Brigade,  and  Capts.  Charles  H.  Leonard,  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general,  H.  W.  Day,  brigade  inspector.  First  Brigade,  are  among 
the  most  (conspicuous.  Lieutenant  Gump  was  mortally  wounded  and 
has  since  died. 

Capts.  Edgar  M.  Buhl,  Eighty- seventh  Pennsylvania,  L.  D.  Thompson, 
Tenth  Vermont,  and  Orson  Howard,  Niuth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery ; 
also  Lieuts.  W.  B.  Boss,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey,  Augustus  Phillips, 
One  hundred  and  eighty -fourth  New  York,  Orrio  B.  Carpenter  and 
John  Oldswager,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Thomas  Kil- 
burn,  One  hundred  and  twenty-secoiid  Ohio,  were  killed  while  val¬ 
iantly  discharging  their  duties.  Capt.  Wesley  Devenney,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Ohio,  and  others  of  the  division,  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds. 
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Lieut.  E.W.  Wiley,  acting  aide-de-camp  on  Second  Brigade  staff,  was 
tlie  only  officer  captured  in  the  division;  he,  mistaking  the  location  of 
troops,  rode  into  the  enemy’s  lines. 

Of  the  good  conduct  of  the  division  staff  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
terms.  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general, 
throughout  the  whole  action  displayed  great  bravery,  skill,  and  judg¬ 
ment.  Capt.  Osgood  y.  Tracy,  division  inspector,  Capt.  George  B. 
Damon,  judge-advocate  of  division,  and  Capt.  Anson  S.  Wood,  chief  of 
pioneers,  each  carried  orders  faithfully  and  gallantly  in  the  thickest  of 
the  battle.  Each  member  of  the  division  staff  was  especially  efficient 
and  active  in  preserving  lines,  keeping  up  and  urging  on  the  troops. 
Capt.  George  J.  Oakes,  acting  ordnance  officer  of  the  division,  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  energy  and  efficiency  in  supplying  the  troops  with 
ammunition. 

Robert  Barr,  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  chief  surgeon  of  division, 
W.  A.  Child,  Tenth  Vermont,  and  William  M.  Houston,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-second  Ohio,  chief  surgeons  of  brigades,  with  the  other 
medical  officers  of  the  division,  deserve  high  commendation  for  their 
great  skill  and  energy  in  taking  care  of  and  ministering  to  the  many 
wounded. 

Forty- three  officers  and  632  enlisted  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  division. 

A  summary  of  casualties  by  brigades  is  hereto  appended. 

Copies  of  brigade  and  regimental  reports  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  am,  major,  with  high  esteem,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant, 

J.  WARREN  KETEER, 

Colonel  noth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Bvt.  Brigadier-General,  Comdg. 

Maj.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Summary  of  casualties  hy  brigades  in  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  at  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  on-  the  19th  day  of  October,  1864. 


Brigade. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

JMissing. 

Total. 

j  Aggregate. 

Officers. 

D 

Officer.s. 

i  i 

a 

■D 

Officers. 

Men.  j 

Officers. 

5 

Tirst  Ih’igade . 

4 

1 

34 

15 

190 

i 

1  19 

224 

1 

243 

Second  Brigade . 

4 

60 

19 

311 

1 

18 

24 

389 

413 

Total* . 

8  ' 

1  94 

34 

501 

1  i 

18 

43  i 

1 

613 

656 

No.  50. 


Reports  of  Col.  William  Emerson,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Kew 
York  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  September 
19-22  and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg,  September  26,  1864. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  orders  from  division  headcpiarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  officers  as  having  distinguished 
themselves  at  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill:  Col.  John  W.  Schall, 


^  But  see  revised  table,  j).  132. 


.Jhap.  LV.J 


THE  SHENAKHOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


231 


i^ighty- seventh  Pennsylvania — in  being  mustered  out  with  his  regiment 
the  Government  has  lost  a  valuable  and  efficient  officer  5  First  Lieut, 
elohn  A.  Hicks,  Tenth  Yermont,  acting  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut. 
Edward  E.  Eussell,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Yolunteers; 
First  Lieut.  William  B.  Boss,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey.  All  the  officers 
(lid  so  well  that  it  is  difficult  to  pick  out  officers  who  distinguished 
blvemselves.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  EMERSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Oapt.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

September  27,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  command  during  the  recent  engagements  from  September  19  to 
date,  inclusive: 

On  the  19th  instant,  at  2.30  a.  m.,  this  command  broke  camp  near 
Clifton,  Va.,  with  orders  to  proceed  across  the  country  in  the  direction 
of  the  Opequon  River.  The  river  was  crossed  at  about  8.30  a.  m.,  and 
after  marching  a  mile  and  a  half  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  were  met, 
when  a  line  of  battle  was  immediately  formed.  This  brigade  Avas 
formed  011  the  right  of  the  Second  Division,  and  on  the  left  of  this 
division  in  two  lines — the  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Yolunteers  and  One 
hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Yolunteers  in  first  line,  the  Eighty-sev¬ 
enth  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers  and  Tenth  Yermont  Y^olunteersin  second 
line.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Y  olunteers  ay  ere  thrown 
forward  immediately  as  skirmishers  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  back  that  a  battery  might  be  placed  in  our  imme¬ 
diate  front.  This  being  accomplished,  the  fighting  was  confined  to  the 
skirmish  line  and  the  artillery  until  11.40  a.  m.  with  inconsiderable  loss 
on  our  side.  At  this  hour  we  were  ordered  by  Captain  Smith,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  to  make  an  assault  upon  the  enemy’s  posi¬ 
tion  in  our  front,  this  brigade  being  the  directing  brigade,  with  orders 
not  to  halt  until  we  received  orders.  Precisely  at  the  appointed  mo¬ 
ment  our  column  gallantly  advanced,  and  Avas  immediately  exposed  to 
a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns.  Major  Yredenburgh,  command¬ 
ing  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Yolunteers,  who  was  charged  with  the 
direction  of  the  line,  and  Avhile  bravely  urging  his  troops  forward,  Avas 
struck  by  a  shell  and  instantly  killed,  his- last  words  being,  Guide 
on  me,  boys;  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.”  The  brigade  moved  quickly 
forward  for  about  a  mile,  passing  a  house  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and 
capturing  almost  all  the  enemy  in  our  immediate  front.  Two  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  had  worked  considerable  damage  to  our  troops,  were 
then  discoAwed  and  a  charge  was  made  to  secure  possession  of  them. 
At  this  moment  it  was  discovered  that  our  right  flank  Avas  not  i)ro- 
tected  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  that  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
had  been  placed  in  position  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  us  ofi‘.  These 
guns  would  have  been  taken  by  our  trooi)s  liad  our  flanks  been  properly 
protected.  The  order  Avas  given  for  our  men  to  fall  back  on  the  second 
line,  but  the  enemy  advancing  at  the  same  time  in  force,  threw  us  tem¬ 
porarily  into  confusion.  The  line  was  soon  reformed,  and  the  enemy 
again  driven  from  the  house  above  mentioned,  and  our  line  formed 
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about  100  yards  in  advance,  the  men  protecting  themselves  with  rails, 
&c.  Heavy  firing  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  until  about  4  p.  m. 
Whilst  holding  tliis  line  the  enemy  charged  twice,  but  Avas  repulsed, 
with  heavy  loss,  both  times.  The  brigade  was  again  moved  foi-ward,  in 
conjunction  with  the  whole  line,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in  the 
greatest  confusion.  Without  any  further  check  we  passed  through 
Winchester  and  had  the  honor  of  placing  our  flags  first  on  the  heights 
beyond  Winchester.  The  brigade  captured  many  prisoners,  who  Avere 
sent  under  guard  to  the  rear. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  bestow  too  much  praise  upon  all  the 
members  of  my  staff*,  they  being  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  rally  the 
men  under  heavy  fire,  and  by  their  actions  insi)iring  the  men  with 
courage.  I  mention  Avith  pleasure  the  folloAving-named  officers,  all  of 
whom  distinguished  themseh^es  by  their  gallantry:  Capt.  Charles  H. 
Leonard,  assistant  adj utant- general;  Capt.  Hiram  W.  Day,  acting 
assistant  inspector- general;  Capt.  Charles  M.  Bartruff*,  acting  aide-de- 
camp;  Lieut.  John  A.  Hi(*lis,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  Benjamin  F. 
Miller,  acting  aide-de-camp.  I  would  also  mention  Sergt.  Maj.  Nathan 
F.  Peck,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  Avho  came 
under  my  immediate  observation  and  was  conspicuous  in  reforming 
the  men.  Among  others,  the  brigade  mourns  the  loss  of  the  gallant 
Major  Dillingham,  of  the  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers.  The  loss  in  both 
officers  and  men  was  severe.  A  list  of  casualties  has  been  forAvarded.* 

About  dark  we  were  ordered  to  fall-  back  to  Winchester  and  camp 
for  the  night  on  the  right  of  General  Getty^s  diAusion. 

September  20  receiA^ed  orders  to  move  forward  at  5  a.  m.  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Strasburg.  When  Avithin  a  mile  of  Strasburg  went  into  camp 
and  remained  all  night,  the  enemy  occupying  Fisher’s  Hill.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  September  21,  at  12,30  p.  in.,  moved  by  the  right  flank  around 
Strasburg  about  two  miles;  threw  up  earth-works  and  remained  all 
night.  Thursday,  September  22,  in  the  morning  about  II  o’clock, 
received  orders  to  move  out  Avith  the  Second  Brigade  and  take  a  cer¬ 
tain  hill  in  our  front.  This  was  successfully  done,  this  brigade  forming 
the  second  line.  About  4  p.  m..  General  Crook  having  turned  the 
enemy’s  left,  we  were  ordered  by  Captain  Smith,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general,  to  move  forward,  connecting  Avith  General  Crook’s 
left.  The  command  moved  steadily  forward  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,  obliquing  to  the  right  until  we  passed  a  piece  of  Avoods  in  our 
front,  when  the  command  made  a  rush  into  the  works  on  the  right  of 
the  Second  Brigade  and  captured  three  brass  iiieces  and  one  steel 
piece.  The  credit  of  capturing  these  pieces  belongs  to  the  Tenth  Ver¬ 
mont  Volunteers  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  NeAv  York  Volun¬ 
teers.  The  One  hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers  claims  to 
have  captured  one  Parrott  gun.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  great  con¬ 
fusion  and  many  prisoners  were  captured,  Avho  Avere  sent  to  the  rear. 

All  officers  and  men  did  their  duty.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning 
tAA"o  instances  of  personal  braAwy  brought  to  my  notice,  viz:  First 
Lieut.  E.  E.  Bussell,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty  first  NeAv  York  Vol¬ 
unteers,  who  drove  a  rebel  lieutenant  from  a  gun  with  his  saber  as  he 
was  putting  in  a  fuse  to  fire  it.  Private  David  Kobinson,  Company  B, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  fought  desperately 
hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy  over  a  gun,  being  knocked  down  Avith  the 
butt  of  a  musket.  He,  hoAvever,  succeeded  in  killing  his  opponent. 
First  Sergt.  Julius  Ambruster,  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers,  is  also  very  highly  spoken  of  by  the  com- 

*  Embodied  in  table  ,  p.  113. 
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mandaiit  of  his  regiment  as  having  handled  his  company  (of  which  he 
was  in  command)  splendidly  on  the  skirmish  line  on  the  lOtli  instant. 
I  presume  there  were  numerous  other  instances  of  personal  valor,  but 
commandants  of  regiments  have  neglected  to  report  tljem. 

WM.  EMEKSON, 

Colonel^  Commmidmg  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Middletown.,  Fc.,  November  o,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Third  Divis¬ 
ion,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brigade  on  the  19th  ultimo : 

Before  daylight  I  was  awakened  by  firing  on  the  right  of  our  picket- 
line,  which,  being  quite  sharp,  1  turned  out  and  was  about  ordering  the 
brigade  under  arms,  when  it  ceased  entirely,  and  I  again  turned  in.  In 
about  half  an  hour  firing  again  commenced  to  our  extreme  left,  and 
ap])arently  in  our  rear,  which,  increasing,  I  ordered  the  brigade  under 
arms.  A  few  minutes  later  Lieutenant  Tracy,  from  division  staff, 
(‘aine  with  orders  to  get  under  arms  and  ])ack  up,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done.  The  brigade  was  then  ordered  to  move  to  the  pike,  and 
started  by  the  right  fiank;  had  proceeded  about  half  way  when  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Tracy  brought  orders  to  move  back  to  the  old  position,  facing 
Avest.  I  soon  received  an  order,  through  Lieutenant  Tracy,  to  form  line 
on  the  crest  of  a  hill  facing  south.  The  brigade  moved  to  the  i)ositiou 
by  the  left  flank,  filing  to  the  left  in  two  lines,  and  I  found  McKuight’s 
battery  on  our  left  with  nothing  connecting  on  our  right.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  troops,  artillery,  and  Avagons  went  pour¬ 
ing  through  our  lines.  It  being  quite  foggy,  it  was  difficult  to  tell  AAffien 
our  troops  Avere  through  and  the  enemy  commencing  to  come.  As  soon 
as  satisfied  on  that  point  the  brigade  commenced  firing,  and  the  crest  in 
Irontwas  soon  clearedand  keptclear.  Just  at  this  time  I  found  theright 
Avas  giving  way  under  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  from  the  crest  where  the 
Second  Brigade  had  been  cam])ed.  I  ordered  up  sui)port  from  the 
second  line,  but  the  fire  was  so  heavy  that  the  men  could  not  be  held 
there.  Finding  the  men  giving  way,  the  fire  having  increased  in 
oUi"  front,  I  held  them  as  long  as  possible  to  give  Captain  McKnight 
time  to  get  aAvay  his  battery.  Seeing  Captain  McKnight  commencing 
to  limber  up,  and  not  able  to  hold  the  men  any  longer,  I  gave  the 
order  to  fall  back  to  the  next  crest,  Avhich  Avas  done  in  good  order, 
the  men  lying  doAvn  until  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  crest  Ave  had 
just  left,  when  the  brigade  commenced  firing  and  soon  drove  the  enemy 
off,  when  the  brigade  was  again  moved  forAvard  and  brought  oft  three 
guns  that  had  been  abandoned.  Sergt.  William  Mahoney,  color  bearer 
of  the  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  wtis  the  first  man  to  reach  the 
guns,  and  mounted  one  of  them,  waving  his  colors  for  his  comrades 
to  join  him.  I  regret  to  announce  that  this  brave  soldier  Avas  aftcr- 
Avard  killed.  The  brigade  again  fell  back,  and,  the  enemy  ai)pearing 
on  our  left  flank,  continued  to  retreat  until  reaching  a  piece  of 
woods,  when  the  brigade  Avas  again  formed  on  a  crest  under  an 
order  from  General  Wright,  the  general  comx)limenting  Sergt.  Edward 


234  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

Heller,  color  bearer  of  the  Oue  hundred  and  fifty-first,  for  his  bravery, 
which  compliment  was  most  richly  deserved.  The  brigade  remained 
in  this  position  until  ordered  to  move  back  slowly,  which  was  done, 
to  a  road,  when,  according  to  order,  through  Captain  Wood,  it  was 
formed  in  second  line,  together  with  number  of  S(iattered  troops. 
This  position  was  held  some  time,  when  I  again  had  orders  to  fall 
back,  which  I  did,  until  arriving  on  a  hill  between  two  pieces  of 
woods,  when  an  order  came  to  halt  and  form.  After  being  here  a 
short  time  an  order  came  by  Captain  Wood,  of  division  staff,  to  move 
to  the  rear  by  right  of  regiments  and  to  incline  to  the  right  toward 
the  pike.  We  proceeded  in  this  manner  until  ordered  to  halt  and 
form  in  line,  faced  to  the  front,  after  which  Lieutenant  Tracy  brought 
orders  to  move  forward  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade.  I  found  the  Second  Brigade  formed  in  a  piece  of  woods,  and 
formed  in  one  line  on  their  right,  the  men  throwing  rails  and  logs 
up  in  front  for  protection.  The  brigade  lay  here  under  a  fire  of  shell 
until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  Captain  Smith  came  with  an  order  to  move 
forward,  connecting  on  the  left  with  the  Second  Brigade.  The  brigade 
moved  through  the  woods,  when  it  received  a  very  heavy  fire  on  the 
right  flauk,  under  which  it  was  broken,  but  soon  reformed  in  its  old 
position,  and  again  moved  forward  to  a  stone  fence,  the  enemy  being 
behind  another  stone  wall  in  front  with  a  clear  field  intervening.  There 
was  a  stone  wall  running  from  the  right  flank  of  the  brigade  to  the 
wall  behind  which  the  enemy  lay.  Smne  of  my  men  lay  scattered  along 
this  last-named  wall.  The  First  Division  lay  to  the  right  and  in 
advance,  nearly  parallel  with  the  enemy.  Everything  appeared  to  be 
at  a  dead  lock,  with  heavy  firing  of  artillery  and -musketry.  At  this 
stage  Colonel  Keifer,  commanding  division,  came  to  me  and  inquired 
what  men  those  were  lying  along  the  wall  running  from  our  line  to  the 
enemy’s,  and  ordered  me  to  send  them  forward  to  flank  the  enemy  and 
drive  them  from  their  position.  The  execution  of  the  order  was 
entrusted  to  Capt.  H.  W.  Day,  inspector  of  the  brigade,  who  pro(;eeded 
along  the  wall,  and  getting  on  the  enemy’s  flank  dislodged  them,  when 
the  brigade  was  moved  rapidly  forward,  in  connection  with  Second 
Brigade,  and  did  not  stop  until  Ave  arrived  in  the  works  of  the  Mne- 
teenth  Corps,  when,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  Colonel  Keifer,  the 
brigade  went  to  its  position  of  the  morning,  got  its  breakfast,  and 
encamped,  satisfied  that  it  had  done  a  good  day’s  work  before  breakfast. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  in  the  last  charge,  Corpl. 
Daniel  P.  Reigle  captured  a  battle-flag  from  a  color  bearer  of  the 
enemy. 

Among  our  casualties  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  gal¬ 
lant  Augustus  Phillips,  adjutant  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth 
Kew  York  Volunteers,  who,  though  he  had  been  in  the  brigade  but  a 
short  time,  had  proved  himself  to  be  a  gallant  soldier  and  a  gentleman, 
and  died  as  a  soldier  should  die,  bravely  doing  his  whole  duty. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  was:  Officers — killed,  wounded,  15.  En¬ 

listed  men — killed,  34:  wounded,  190.  Total,  243.* 

WM.  EMERSON, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

Capt.  O.  V.  Tracy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


But  see  revised  table,  p.  132. 
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No.  51. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Jacob  J.  Janetvay^  Fourteenth  Netv  Jersey  Infantry^  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

September  26^  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  order  received  this  day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following*  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Fourteeuth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers  during*  the  late  ejigagements  at  the  Opeqnon  and 
Fisher’s  Hill  from  the  time  that  I  took  command,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  after  Major  Vredenburgh  was  killed:  We  had  then  advanced  as 
far  as  the  picket-line,  where  the  regiment  had  halted  to  form.  Being 
ordered  forward,  I  advanced  the  regiment  to  the  deep  ravine,  halted 
for  a  few  moments,  formed,  and  then  advanced  until  I  received  orders  to 
halt.  The  right  was  then  falling  back,  and  my  regiment  fell  back  with 
the  line,  having  with  them  fifteen  of  the  enemy  prisoners.  As  soon  as 
the  line  was  reformed  the  regiment  again  advanced  with  the  line  and 
remained  under  a  heavy  fire,  doing  what  execution  it  could.  The  line 
was  again  ordered  forward.  Having  thrown  out  skirmishers  to  cover 
the  front  of  my  regiment,  as  ordered,  advanced  in  line  to  beyond 
Winchester,  when  my  regiment  was  thrown  out  in  front  of  brigade  as 
skirmishers.  In  this  way  we  advanced  to  the  fortified  heights  on  the 
right  of  Winchester 5  rejoined  the  brigade;  went  on  picket;  deployed 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  cover  brigade  front.  Eejoined  the 
brigade  next  morning  on  the  march;  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Srrasburg.  Moved  with  brigade  next  day  to  a  position  on  the  right. 
At  12  m.  next  day  moved  with  the  brigade  and  advanced  in  line  of 
battle  to  near  the  top  of  a  high  crest  near  the  enemy’s  intrench ments. 
Here  we  remained  for  some  time;  being  ordered  forward,  advanced 
double-quick  over  the  enemy’s  earth  works  and  in  time  to  take  a  rebel 
lieutenant  and  fourteen  men  prisoners.  I  then  formed  my  regiment, 
and  as  I  could  see  nothing  of  a  line  I  advanced  it  through  the  woods, 
over  the  railroad,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  moving  parallel  to  the  road  in 
a  good  line,  where  1  halted  and  waited  for  a  Massachusetts  regiment  to 
connect  with  our  right,  as  there  were  only  a  few  scattering  men  in  our 
front.  I  here  met  Captain  Smith,  of  division  staff,  who  ordered  me  to 
take  the  crest  of  the  lull.  My  regiment  was  the  first  to  reach  the  top. 
We  here  halted,  and  in  a  short  time  after  joined  the  brigade  on  the 
turnpike. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  JANEWAY, 
Captain.,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 

Near  Cedar  Grech ^  TV.,  November  I,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  received  this  day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  which  the  Fourteenth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers  took  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  of  October,  in 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va. : 

At  daylight  on  the  19th  instant  I  was  awakened  by  heavy  firing  on 
the  left  of  our  lines,  and  in  a  short  time  afterward  received  orders  to 
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have  my  regiment  pack  up  and  get  under  arms.  Brigade  formed  line 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  camp ;  my  regiment  was  in  the 
second  line.  We  were  here  but  a  few  moments  before  we  were  under 
fire.  A  regiment  breaking  in  the  front  line,  I  received  orders  from  mj^ 
brigade  commander  to  place  my  regiment  in  their  place.  In  doing  this 
a  volley  was  fired  upon  us  from  the  rear  by  our  own  troops,  whicli 
caused  my  men  to  break.  They  were  soon  rallied,  and  when  our  whole 
line  gave  way  my  regiment  went  with  them,  stopped  with  the  line 
behind  the  rail  fence,  and  fell  back  with  the  brigade  in  good  order. 
Formed  line  in  edge  of  woods,  being  on  the  right  of  brigade.  At  1  p. 
m.  sent  100  men  and  3  commissioned  officers  to  the  front,  according  to 
orders  received,  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers,  covering  the  brigade 
front,  and  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Wlien  tlie  line  had 
advanced  at  4  p.  m.  over  the  skirmish  line,  my  men  were  assembled  and 
joined  the  brigade,  on  the  left  behind  the  stone  wall,  and  participated 
in  the  final  charge,  and  reached  our  old  camp  after  dark. 

Casualties:  1  commissioned  officer  killed,  1  commissioned  officer 
wounded,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  23  enlisted  men  wounded. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3.  J.  JANE  WAY 
Captaiv,  CommanfUna  BefjimeDf. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  First  P>rigade. 


No.  52. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Peter  Robertson,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ffeir  Yorh 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

•  Hdqrs.  IOOth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

September  27,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  calling  for  a  synopsis  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  command  in  the  engagements  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report: 

At  2  a.  m.  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  September  this  regiment,  with 
the  brigade,  broke  camp  at  Clifton  Heights  and  took  up  the  line  of 
march  in  a  southwesterly  direction  for  the  Opequon  Creek,  keeping  to 
the  right  of  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike.  At  7  a.  m.  cannon¬ 
ading  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  crossing,  and  it  was  soon  found 
that  the  cavalry  had  efiected  a  crossing  and  forced  the  enemy  back  a 
distance  of  two  miles  or  more,  when  the  infantry  immediately  crossed, 
and  following  the  pike  a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  or  more  we 
took  up  a  position  on  its  left,  Avith  the  right  of  our  regiment  resting  on 
the  left  of  the  front  line  of  tlie  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division. 
Here  Ave  remained  until  about  10  a.  m.,  AAdien  the  charge  AA^as  sounded 
and  the  regiment  moved  forward  in  fine  style  under  a  heavy  fire  from 
tAvo  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  made  sad  liaAmc  in  our  ranks. 
Notwithstanding  this  terrible  fire  of  shot  and  shell  the  men  kept 
steadily  on,  drove  the  batteries  from  their  positions,  and  in  conjunction 
AAdth  the  rest  of  the  brigade  would  have  captured  them  had  we  been 
supported  on  the  right  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  failure  of  this 
obliged  us  to  fall  back  some  distance.  Kallying  again,  we  regained  our 
old  position  under  a  heavy  fire,  capturing  in  this  charge  about  sixty 
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prisoners,  forty  of  whom  we  hold  receipts  for.  Holding  the  position 
we  had  thus  regained,  heavy  musketry  was  kept  up  till  4  p.  ni.,  when, 
the  lines  being  reformed,  we  made  a  second  charge,  which  decided  the 
action  of  the  day.  In  each  charge  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  was 
in  tlie  front  line,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  both  officers 
and  men  for  their  bravery  and  steadiness  under  a  murderous  fire  from 
both  front  and  flank.  In  both  charges  we  lost  2  officers  wounded  and 
51  enlisted  men  killed  and  wonnded,  which  attests  the  hard  fighting 
we  sustained.  We  went  into  the  fight  with  about  200  muskets.  At 
sunset  we  entered  Winchester  and  rested  for  the  night. 

In  the  figlit-of  Fisher’s  Hill  this  regiment  was  again  in  the  front  line 
and  participated  in  all  the  fighting  of  the  brigade  and  division.  This 
command  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  near  Fisher’s  Hill  and 
captured  one  Parrott  gun  from  the  enemy  and  fifty-eight  i)risoners,  for 
which  we  hold  receii)ts.  Since  then,  captain,  the  actions  of  this  com¬ 
mand  are  well  known  to  you,  and  in  connection  with  its  sister  regi¬ 
ments  have,  I  venture  to  say,  reflected  high  credit  to  the  brigade 
and  its  commander. 

Yerv  respectfuHv,  your  obedient  servant, 

PFTEE  KOBEKTSOI^, 
Cajytain,  Comm  andiv  ff  Begiment. 

Oapt.  C.  H.  Leonakd, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Cen.^  First  Brig.j  Thirds  l)iv.,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Hbqrs.  100th  Kew  Yohk  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Afovemher  I,  1864. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  calling  for  a  synopsis  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  regiment  during  the  action  of  the  19th  of  October,  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report: 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  October,  this  regiment, with 
the  b'rigade,  was  aroused  by  heavy  musketry  firing  on  our  left  front, 
which  proved  to  be  an  attack  in  force  by  tlie  enemy  on  the  left  of  the 
Eighth  Corps.  Eeveille  was  immediately  souiided,  and  shortly  after- 
Avard  musketry  firing  was  heard  on  our  right  and  center.  The  order  to 
strike  tents  was  then  sounded  from  brigade  headquarters,  and  shortly 
after  orders  were  received  to  stand  to  arms.  The  brigade  was  then 
formed  into  line,  and  stood  to  arms  for  a  few  minutes,  when  orders  came 
for  the  brigade  to  move,  tvhich  it  did  by  the  right  flank,  filing  right,  and 
formed  into  line,  fronting  toward  the  Middletown  pike.  After  remain¬ 
ing  in  this  position  a  short  time  the  brigade  Avas  moved  to  its  first  line 
again.  It  AA^as  then  inoAUHl  again,  and  formed  line  of  battle  with  its 
right  near  the  MiddletoAvn  pike  and  fronting  toAvard  Strasburg.  Here 
it  was  broken  through  and  driA^en  back  some  distance  by  the  retreat¬ 
ing  columns  of  the  Eighth  aiid  Mneteenth  Corps,  but  rallying  again, 
they  succeeded  in  forming  a  junction  Avith  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
division,  when  some  sharp  fighting  ensued,  the  division  falling  back  in 
good  order,  closely  contesting  every  foot  of  ground.  This  regiment, 
with  part  of  the  brigade,  supported  Battery  M,  [Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,] 
and  succeeded  in  recai)turing  two  of  their  pieces  of  artillery  wliich  had 
been  captured  tVom  them  by  the  enemy  in  the  earty  part  of  the  action. 
This  regiment,  Avitli  the  brigade  and  corps,  continued  to  fall  back  sloAvly 
until  beyond  Middletown,  when  the  advance  of  the  enemy  Avas  checked. 
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Wlien  the  advance  upon  the  enemy’s  lines  by  our  troops  was  ordered 
by  Major-General  Sheridan,  this  regiment  was  in  tlie  front  line,  which 
position  it  continued  to  occupy  during  all  the  subsequent  charges  made 
upon  the  lines  of  the  retreating  enemy. 

This  regiment  lost  during  the  action  its  commanding  officer  and  2 
line  officers  wounded,  also  8  enlisted  men  killed  on  the  held,  and  42 
enlisted  men  wounded. 

This  regiment  had  about  forty-five  recruits,  most  of  whom  had  joined 
the  regiment  only  two  days  previous,  and  who  behaved  all  through  the 
action  in  the  most  iu*aiseworthy  manner. 

Both  officers  and  men  of  this  and  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
deserve  great  praise  for  their  cool  and  steady  bravery  during  the  acfiion. 
The  great  number  of  casualties  in  a  regiment  so  small  as  tlie  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  plainly  shows  how  stub¬ 
born  tlie  contest  was  on  that  eventful  dayo 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEK  KOBEKTSON, 
Captain^  Goimnanding  Regiment. 

Oapt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  First  Brig.^  Third  J)lr.,  iSixth  Army  Corps. 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Fay^  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New 
Yo7’1c  Infantry^  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Headquarters  151st  New  York  Volunteers, 

September  26^  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  this  day  received  from  head¬ 
quarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the 
honor  to  rejiort  the  operations  of  the  One  luindred  and  fifty-first  Kegi- 
nieut  New  York  State  Volunteers  at  the  battles  of  the  Opequon  and 
Eisher’s  Hill,  as  follows: 

The  regiment  left  Clifton  with  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  on  the  19th 
instant  at  3  a.  in.  and  marched  with  the  corps  across  the  Opequon. 
The  left  wing  of  the  regiment  was  thrown  out  as  fiankers  shortly  after 
leaving  camp,  the  right  wing  remaining  in  the  column.  Immediately 
upon  arriving  upon  the  battle  field  the  right  wing  was  thrown  out  as 
skirmishers.  They  advanced  and  relieved  the  cavalry,  who  were  then 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  brigade.  Shortly  the  left 
wing  came  in  from  the  flanks  and  a  larger  portion  of  it  was  placed  upon 
the  skirmish  line  and  the  rest  held  in  reserve.  The  skirmishing  was 
very  severe,  but  we  succeeded  in  driving  ti  e  enemy  some  distance. 
During  the  skirmish  Caiitains  Sanders  and  V^illiams  were  wounded. 
While  engaging  the  enemy  with  as  much  eftect  as  possible  the  line  of 
battle  advanced  and  was  not  discovered  until  it  was  within  a  short 
distance.  Having  received  no  orders  concerning  this,  befoi’e  my  skir¬ 
mishers  could  be  advanced  the  line  of  battle  had  charged  over  them. 
A  part  of  the  skirmish  line  joined  in  the  charge  and  a  part  remained 
in  their  places.  As  much  of  the  regiment  was  assembled  as  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  to  collect  and  rejoined  the  brigade  at  the  advanced  position  it  had 
attained.  It  was  then  again  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  and  advanced  as 
such  in  front  of  the  line  of  battle  in  the  second  advance.  They  were 
assembled  at  dark  and  rested  for  the  night  in  camp  with  the  brigade. 
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At  noon  of  the  22cl  the  regiment  moved  with  the  division  from  the 
works  it  had  thrown  np  the  previous  night,  formed  line  of  battle,  and 
advanced  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  works.  It  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  charge  of  Fisher’s  Hill  and  captured  two  x>ieces  of  artillery 
and  several  prisoners. 

Both  officers  and  men  displayed  great  courage  and  conducted  them¬ 
selves  ill  a  manner  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  All  the  officers  of 
the  regiment  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  inspire  the  men  with 
confidence  and  were  ceaseless  in  their  efforts  to  do  their  whole  duty.  I 
cannot  make  special  mention  of  one  without  injustice  to  all  the  others. 
The  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  did  themselves  much  honor,  and 
their  bravery  and  gallant  conduct  were  surpassed  by  none.  First 
Sergt.  Julius  Ambruster  was  conspicuous  for  his  daring  and  soldierly 
conduct  during  the  battle  of  the  Oiiequon,  where  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  head. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  FAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 


Capt.  0.  H.  Lbonakd, 

Assistant  A  djutan  t-  General, 


No.  54. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  John  A.  Wolcott,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New 
YorJc  Lnfantry,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  Octoher  19. 

Headquarters  151st  New  Y^ork  Volunteers, 

November  2,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  action  of  this  regiment  at 
the  engagements  of  the  Opequon,  September  19,  and  at  Fisher’s  Hill, 
September  22,  1864,  as  follows: 

The  regiment,  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  broke  camp  near  Clifton  at  3  a. 
m.,  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy  by  the  Berryville  pike.  The  regi¬ 
ment  led  the  Third  Division,  the  left  wing  thrown  out  as  flankers. 
Beyond  the  Opequon,  our  cavalry  having  engaged  the  enemy’s  pickets 
and  driven  them  back  upon  their  main  force,  an  infantry  skirmish 
line  relieved  the  cavalry.  This  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  were  held  in  check  until  12  m.,  when  our  line  of  battle 
advanced  upon  them.  After  the  line  of  battle  had  advanced  this  regi¬ 
ment  fell  back  and  assembled,  awaiting  orders.  At  2  p.  m.  they 
moved  forward  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle.  At  4  p.  m.,  with 
the  line  of  battle,  advanced  in  its  memorable  and  victorious  charge  of 
that  glorious  day,  which  scattered  and  drove  the  enemy  in  confusion 
from  the  held.  That  night  camped  near  Winchester.  The  loss  on  this 
occasion  was  2  commissioned  officers  wounded,  3  enlisted  men  killed, 
and  12  enlisted  men  wounded. 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  September  21,  our  forces  having  advanced 
upon  the  enemy  intrenched  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  this  regiment,  with  the 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  was  moved  to  take  position  upon 
the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  battle  being  formed.  After  a  severe 
skirmish,  during  which  this  regiment  was  with  the  troops  held  as 
reserve,  the  desired  point  was  secured  and  the  line  established. 
Next  morning  this  division  threw  up  breast- wn)rks,  being  in  two  lines 
of  battle,  this  regiment  in  the  second  line.  At  12  m.  we  moved  out  to 
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the  right,  and  was  in  the  second  line  of  battle  in  the  preliminary  move 
of  the  Third  Division  of  that  day,  which  was  successful.  In  the  fiual 
charge,  at  5  p.  m.,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  line  became 
somewhat  broken,  but  though  broken  the  advance  was  not  checked. 
Part  of  this  regiment  was  the  first  to  enter  the  enemy’s  works  that 
day,  when  they  took  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  In 
following  up  from  this  point  the  regiment  was  very  much  broken. 
Upon  reaching  the  pike  the  regiment  1‘ormed'upon  its  colors  and 
marched  to  where  the  division  was  bivouacked.  The  loss  was  one 
enlisted  man  wounded 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHJS^  A.  WOLCOTT, 

First  Lieutenant^  Commandmg  Regiment. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  151st  New  York  Volunteers, 

Fovemher  .5,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  action  of  this 
regiment  in  the  engagement  at  Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  1864: 

Before  daylight  on  the  19th  of  October  this  regiment  was  aroused 
from  slee])  by  the  discharge  of  musketry  and  artillery,  and  before  the 
tents  could  be  struck  and  men  equip  themselves  bullets  showered  in 
and  about  camp  like  raiu.  The  whole  camp  equipage,  however,  was 
packed  and  the  line  formed  without  confusion,  the  regiment  taking  its 
place  in  the  brigade  line,  which  was  formed  upon  the  hill  back  of  the 
camp  and  facing  what  had  been  the  left  flank.  Tlie  larger  portion  of 
the  men  and  ofiicers  were  absent  upon  the  picket-line,  but  the  few  leit 
rallied  round  in  support  of  the  colors,  and  did  nobly  in  the  movement 
of  the  forenoon  of  that  day.  At  12  o’clock  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
rejoined,  and,  with  the  brigade,  moved  in  position  in  the  new  line  formed. 
Here  they  built  breast-works,  but  no  attack  was  made  ux)on  this  jiart 
of  the  line.  At  3  p.  m.  the  line  moved  forward.  This  regiment,  with 
one  other  of  the  brigade,  were  the  first  to  uncover,  and  thus  drew  the 
whole  fire  of  the  enemy’s  lines.  By  this  the  line  became  somewhat 
broken,  but  the  colors  and  majority  of  the  regiment  moved  forward  in 
the  line  and  followed  up  the  retreating  enemy. 

Both  men  and  officers  acted  with  great  coolness  and  bravery  this 
day;  but  the  bravery  of  the  color- sergeant,  Edward  Heller,  and  the 
whole  color  guard  are  especially  to  be  comuieuded.  When  the  line 
broke  out  upon  the  pike  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first 
were  ahead  of  all  others. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Fay  being  sick,  the  regiment  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  B.  Y.  Wiles,  who  was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  when  the  command  devolved  nimn  Capt.  H.  A.  Kimball. 

The  loss  Avas  1  commissioned  officer  wounded  and  1  enlisted  man 
killed  and  11  Avounded. 

Very  respectfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WOLCOTT, 

First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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No.  55. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  D.  Ferguson^  One  hundred  and  eighty  fourth 
Neic  Yorlc  Infantry^  of  operations  October  19. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  184th  Eegt.  New  York  Yols., 

Camp  near  Middletown^  Fa.,  October  31,  1864. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  calling  for  a  synopsis  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  my  detachment  in  the  action  of  October  19,  1864,  I  would 
respectfully  forward  the  following  report: 

The  detachment  broke*  camp  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  bri¬ 
gade  shortly  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant.  In  about 
half  an  hour  we  marched  by  the  left  flank  and  formed  line  of  battle 
perpendicular  to  the  rear  of  our  camp,  and  immediately  opposite.  A 
general  engagement  commenced  with  our  line,  I  should  think  at  about 
7  a.  m.,  which  was  very  severe  for  about  one  hour,  alternately  advancing 
and  retreating  short  distances,  at  which  time  the  enemy  appearing  on 
our  flanks  in  superior  numbers,  we  commenced  steadily  falling  back 
under  a  destructive  fire.  In  this  first  part  of  the  action  my  detachment 
lost  considerably  in  killed  and  wounded.  We  continued  falling  back  to 
a  road  running  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle  and  at  right  angles  with 
the  turnpike  leading  from  Winchester  to  Strasburg,  where  we  reformed, 
facing  the  eiuimy.  Finding  the  Sixth  Oor’ps  Avithout  support,  we  were 
ordered  to  march  from  the  right  of  battalions  to  the  rear,  in  which  order 
we  continued  the  retreat  about  two  miles  farther  to  the  center  of  a  piece 
of  woods  southwest  of  Newtown,  where  we  again  formed  in  battle  order, 
and  formed  for  ouf  protection  a  temporary  breast  work  of  rails  and  logs, 
where  we  lay  some  three  or  four  hours  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  attack. 
The  enemy  advanced  to  within  musket-range  of  us  and  threw  up  breast¬ 
works  similar  to  that  of  ours  and  kept  this  line  until  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  and  charge  about  4  p.  m.  The  enemy  resisted  stubbornly 
and  the  fighting  was  very  severe  for  some  time,  when  they  broke  in  dis¬ 
order  and  retreated  to  a  stone  fence  where  they  undertook  to  rally, 
but  the  impetuosity  of  our  men  was  such  that  their  resistance  was 
feeble  and  a  general  retreat  of  the  enemy  commenced,  closely  followed 
by  our  men.  The  action  from  this  time  was  only  one  of  enthusiasm  on 
the  part  of  our  men  and  despair  and  disorder  on  the  x)art  of  the  enemy, 
which  we  followed  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  encamped  on  the  same  ground 
from  which  we  had  been  driven  in  the  morning.  General  Sheridan’s 
promise  to  whip  hell  out  of  them  was  verified,  and  my  detachment 
rested  in  fine  spirits. 

We  lost  in  the  action  1  officer  killed  and  44  enlisted  men  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by 
the  officers  of  my  detachment  or  of  the  courage  and  determination  of 
the  men. 

This  being  as  I'ar  as  my  knowledge  extends  of  the  history  of  this 
detachment  in  the  action  of  the  19th  of  October,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  it  to  you. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


WM.  D.  FERGUSON, 

Major  184th  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Captain  Leonard, 

Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Third.  Div.,  tSixth  Army  Corps. 
10  R  R — VOL  XLIII,  PT  I 


242  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  .[Chap.  LV. 

No.  56. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edgar  M.  Ruhl^  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry^ 
of  operations  ideptemher  19  and  22. 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania^ 

^eptevxber  26,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

Left  camp  at  3.20  a.  m.  of  the  19th  j  forded  the  Opequon,  and  placed 
in  line  of  battle  on  left  of  Winchester  and  Berryville  road,  about  two 
miles  from  Winchester,  by  8  a.  m.  The  regiment,  being  formed  on  left 
of  second  line,  moved  forward  at  11.40  a.  m.,  driving  the  enemy  about 
one  mile.  Took  an  active  part  in  the  operations  of  the  day,  sustaining 
a  loss  of  7  killed  and  47  wounded. 

Operations  of  22d. — Moved  on  left  flank  of  enemy  about  noon ;  division 
formed  in  lines  of  battle,  regiment  on  right  of  second  line.  Advanced 
about  two  miles ;  regiment  thrown  out  on  right  of  flank  to  support 
skirmish  line.  Eemained  in  this  position  until  the  skirmish  line  ad¬ 
vanced,  when  we  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works.  Loss, 
1  killed  and  3  wounded. 

EDGAR  M.  RUHL, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  0.  II.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  57. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  A.  Salsbury,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Eighty -seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  October  19. 

IlDQRS.  Battln.  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Yols., 

November  1,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  battal¬ 
ion  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the  action  near  Cedar 
Creek,  Va.,  October  19, 1864: 

Took  command  of  the  battalion  about  II  a.  m.  October  19,  1864,  its 
commander  being  killed  early  in  the  morning.  Formed  about  a  mile  in 
rear  of  Middletown  on  the  front  line  of  battle  of  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  about  12  m.  Advanced  about  3.30  p.  m., 
driving  the  enemy,  and  in  the  last  charge  on  the  enemy  Corpl.  Daniel 
P.  Reigle,  of  my  command,  captured  a  battle-flag  from  the  enemy’s 
color  bearer  near  Middletown,  Va.  Continued  to  advance  until  reach¬ 
ing  the  works  of  General  Crook’s  command,  AAhen,  about  7  p.  m.,  we 
were  ordered  back  to  our  old  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

elOHN  A.  SALSBURY, 

Capt.,  Tenth  Vermont,  Comdg.  Battln.  87th  Pennsylvania  Vols. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps,. 
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No.  58. 

Report  of  Capt.  Lucius  T.  Hunt.,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry^  of  operations 

September  19  and  22. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Harrisonhurgj  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  forward,  in  obedience  to  oVders,  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  command  during  the  recent  engage¬ 
ments  : 

On  the  19th  instant,  at  about  9  a.  m.,  this  regiment,  having  267  mus¬ 
kets,  crossed  the  Opequon  Creek  with  the  brigade,  and,  marching  up 
the  pike  toward  Winchester,  was  assigned  a  position  in  the  general 
line  of  battle,  being  the  right  battalion  of  the  brigade  in  the  second  line, 
lying  upon  and  divided  by  tlie  pike.  The  regiment  lay  here  under  fire, 
but  without  loss,  until  about  11.30  a.  m.,  when,  a  general  advance  being 
ordered,  the  regiment  moved  into  and  through  the  woods  to  the  front, 
the  line  bearing  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  arrived  at  the  open  field 
beyond,  where  the  first  line  was  found  lying  down.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy^s  artillery  while  in  the  woods  was  sufficiently  hot  and  accurate 
to  try  the  best  disciplined  troops.  The  regiment  suffered  there  its 
heaviest  loss,  the  greatest  being  that  of  its  gallant  commanding  officer, 
Maj.  Edwin  Dillingham.  The  general  alignment  was  a  good  deal  dis¬ 
turbed,  but  the  advance  was  not  checked.  The  line  being  now  reformed 
the  advance  vvms  renewed,  and  the  troops,  somewhat  unmindful  of  dis¬ 
cipline  in  their  eagerness,  rushed  across  the  field  toward  the  enemy’s 
line  and  battery,  approaching  the  latter  so  nearly  that  it  was  hurriedly 
withdrawn  by  hand.  It  is  believed  that  had  the  troops  on  the  left  of 
our  division  been  at  this  time  equally  advanced  the  battery  would  have 
been  taken  by  troops  of  this  brigade.  Halting  and  rectifying  my  line, 
I  was  informed  by  a  staff  officer  that  the  troops  were  retiring,  and 
therefore  withdrew  my  command,  at  first  in  good  order,  but  afterward, 
being  involved  among  other  troops,  it  shared  the  general  confusion 
which  then  occurred  for  a  time  in  consequence  of  disorder  on  our  right 
and  a  flank  fire  from  that  direction.  Order  being  restored  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  collected,  and  it  was  posted  in  line  uiion  the  right  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  front,  in  a  direction  nearly  at  a  right  angle  to  that  of  the  first 
advance.  After  maintaining  here  a  fire  more  or  less  active  for  a  time 
skirmishers  Avere  thrown  out  from  my  command  and  a  second  advance 
prepared  for.  The  second  advance  being  made  at  4  p.  m.  my  command 
continued  to  occupy  the  same  iiosition  in  the  front  line.  During  the 
advance  the  regiment  suffered  considerably  from  the  enemy’s  artillery 
fire  upon  the  line  of  battle  and  from  his  musketry  upon  the  skirmish 
line,  but  operations  upon  other  parts  of  the  field  causing  the  enemy  to 
retreat  soon  after  we  had  emerged  from  the  Avoods  in  his  front,  iny 
regiment  liad  no  further  part  in  the  action,  except  that  it  shared  in  the 
general  foiAvard  movement  upon  the  heights  of  V^inchester  which  fol¬ 
lowed. 

I  have  to  report,  Avith  pain,  that  Maj.  Edwin  Dillingham,  command¬ 
ing  the  regiment,  Avas  struck  by  the  enemy’s  shell  and  mortally 
wounded  early  in  the  action.  He  died  Avithin  a  short  time  afterAvard. 
His  loss  is  seriously  and  sadly  felt  in  the  regiment.  First  Lieut.  L.  A. 
Abbott,  commanding  Company  E,  and  First  Lieut.  D.  G.  Hill,  com¬ 
manding  Company  G,  both  gallant  officers,  were  badly,  the  latter  very 
dangerously,  wounded  at  about  the  same  timet 


244 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap,  LV. 


The  total  casualties  of  the  comiuaiid  during'  this  action  were:  Com¬ 
missioned  officers — killed,  1;  wounded,  3.  Enlisted  men — killed,  10; 
wounded,  50;  missing,  1.  Total,  65. 

In  the  action  which  took  place  on  the  22d  instant  at  Fisher’s  Hill  the 
regiment,  upon  the  formation  to  attack,  was  posted  upon  the  left  of  the 
brigade  in  the  second  line  of  battle.  In  the  advance  to  the  ridge,  next 
that  on  which  the  enemy  was  intrenched,  it  met  with  a  trifling  loss  in 
wounded,  and  after  lying  in  line  of  battle  upon  the  rising  slope  of  the 
ridge  until  near  5  p.  m.,  took  part  in  the  general  movement,  and 
marched  in  line  of  battle,  under  a  threatening  fire  of  shot  and  can- 
nister  for  a  time,  to  attack  the  enemy’s  works,  with  admirable  steadi¬ 
ness.  On  reaching  the  open,  upon  the  ridge,  it  moved  by  the  right 
flank  until  uncovered  by  the  first  line,  then  forming  upon  its  right, 
when  the  brigade  broke  into  that  rushing  charge  down  the  slope  and 
up  the  height,  which  the  enemy  scarcely  waited  to  receive.  The  regi¬ 
ment  entered  the  works  among  the  first,  and  in  this  charge  took  two 
brass  field  pieces  and  fifty-eight  prisoners,  following  the  routed  enemy 
up  the  pike  until  dark.  My  loss  was  small,  viz,  1  enlisted  man  killed, 
1  commissioned  officer  and  7  enlisted  men  wounded. 

I  respectfully  congratulate  the  brigade  commander  upon  the  results 
of  these  engagements,  of  incalculable  value  to  our  cause,  and  inspiring 
increased  confidence  among  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  in  them¬ 
selves,  each  other,  and  their  brigade  commander. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  T.  HUNT, 

CaptdUij  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Leonard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  59. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  G.  Chandler.^  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry^  of 

operatioyis  October  19. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers, 

Near  Middletoum^  Va.^  November  2y  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  orders,  the 
part  taken  by  the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  October  19,  1864. 

Soon  after  daylight,  the  enemy  having  flanked  the  left  of  the  general 
line  and  forced  the  troops  occupying  it  from  their  positions,  the  brigade 
was  formed  at  a  right  angle  with  its  original  line  in  two  lines  of  battle, 
facing  south,  and  holding  the  ridge  north  of  the  valley  of  Meadow  Kun, 
a  small  creek  running  parallel  with  the  pike  from  Middletown.  This 
regiment,  numbering  16  officers  and  253  muskets,  was  assigned  a  posi¬ 
tion,  being  the  second  in  the  front  line  of  battle,  lying  near  the  present 
brigade  headquarters.  At  this  time  men,  wagons,  artillery,  &c.,  were 
passing  to  the  rear  through  our  lines  in  much  confusion.  The  enemy 
appeared  at  about  7.30,  opening  a  very  severe  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry  from  the  commanding  crest  he  had  gained  in  our  front,  caus¬ 
ing  us  considerable  loss  while  the  troops  were  yet  lying  down  unable 
to  return  the  tire  to  advantage.  This  fire,  well  directed,  swept  the 
ground  we  occupied,  while  the  enemy  threw  forward  his  skirmishers 
into  the  valley.  The  severe  fire  from  the  front,  now  increased  by  a  par- 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


245 


tially  eiifilafling  fire  from  a  hill  on  the  right  and  a  little  in  onr  front, 
caused  onr  line  to  give  way  gradually  from  the  right.  Falling  back  to 
a  slight  ridge  about  200  yards  a  new  alignment  Avas  made,  Avhile  the 
rebels  advanced  their  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  Ave  had  left.  At  so 
short  range  our  fire  was  A^ery  effective.  The  rebel  colors  in  our  front 
Avere  seen  to  fall  and  their  line  soon  fell  back  to  gain  the  ])rotection  of 
the  ridge.  Tliree  guns  of  Captain  McKnight’s  battery  (M,  Fifth  United 
States)  had  been  abandoned  on  the  ground  we  had  left.  A  charge  Avas 
now  ordered  to  regain  them,  and  the  regiment,  aided  by  a  i)ortion  of 
tlie  line  on  our  left,  gallantly  charged  up  to  the  guns;  Sergt.  William 
lAlahoney,  color  bearer,  being  the  first  to  reach  them,  planting  the  colors 
upon  one  of  the  recaptured  pieces.  Theportion  of  the  line  thus  advanced 
was  too  small  to  enable  it  to  folloAv  up  its  success,  and  it  Avas  imme¬ 
diately  exposed  to  a  very  scA^ere  fire  from  the  front  and  right  fiank, 
while  a  large  column  of  the  enemy  advanced  up  the  ravine  against  our 
right.  A  dense  fog  rendered  it  difficult  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes 
and  caused  much  confusion  and  uncertainty.  The  position  Avas  held, 
howcA^er,  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  until  the  rebels  gained  our  left  flank, 
when  I  withdrew  my  regiment  to  the  point  from  Avhich  we  had  adA^anced, 
where  the  lineAvas  again  reformed.  The  guns  we  had  recoA^ered  were 
also  Avithdrawn  and  i^laced'  in  the  ncAv  line,  and  the  enemy,  advancing 
on  to  the  ridge  in  our  front,  Avere  again  compelled  to  fall  back  by  our 
fire,  aided- by  canister  from  the  battery;  but,  pursuing  their  advantage 
on  the  left,  they  soon  flanked  us  in  such  force  as  to  compel  a  retreat. 
Although  broken  and  someAvhat  scattered  by  the  seA^ere  flank  fire,  our 
line  fell  back  slowly,  the  men  constantly  turning  and  firing.  In  this 
Avay  Ave  retired  about  half  a  mile,  under  a  cross-fire  of  musketry,  as 
well  as  a  sharp  fire  from  several  pieces  of  artillery  posted  on  the  com¬ 
manding  ridge  near  the  pike.  Keaching  a  cross-road,  the  line  was  halted 
and  reformed  at  about  1)  a.  m.  The  enemy  did  not  press  us  farther, 
though  keeping  up  an  artillery  fire,  but  as  they  continued  to  advance 
on  our  left  we  were  soon  after  withdrawn  about  one  mile  farther.  Our 
loss  in  this  part  of  the  day  was  A^ery  severe.  Oapt.  L.  D.  Thompson, 
commanding  Company  D,  Avas  killed.  Adjt.  W.  Lyman  was  severely 
AAmunded  while  gallantly  aiding  in  encouraging  the  men  and  keeping 
line  in  order  AAdien  falling  back  under  a  severe  flank  fire.  At  about 
noon  the  general  line  was  established  across  the  pike  betAveen  New¬ 
town  and  Middletown  and  slight  breast  works  Avere  thrown  up  of  rails. 
A  general  advance  was  ordered  at  about  3.30  p.  m.  My  regiment  being 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade  moved  Avith  the  dhusion.  LeaAdng  the 
Avoods,  as  Ave  pushed  forAvard  into  the  open  field,  the  right  of  the  line, 
uncovered  by  the  troops  on  that  flank  not  being  equally  adAmnced, 
was  exposed  to  a  concentrated  fire,  which  for  a  few  moments  checked 
our  1‘orward  movement.  Some  of  the  troops,  gaining  the  shelter  of  a 
slight  ridge,  maintained  their  advanced  position  and  kept  up  a  sharp 
fire  on  the  enemy.  The  troops  were  soon  reformed,  and,  adA^ancing 
with  the  general  line,  drove  the  rebels  from  a  strong  position  behind 
a  stone  wall,  pushing  them  back  about  half  a  mile.  Here  they  took  uj) 
a  A^ery  strong  position,  on  a  high  ridge  behind  a  stone  Avail,  and  made  a 
stout  resistance  for  about  half  an  hour,  but,  overpoAvered  by  onr  fir(‘, 
their  line  shoAved  signs  of  Avavering,  and  a  general  advance  being 
ordered  the  men  sprang  foiavard  impetuously  and  drove  them  from 
their  last  position  in  confusion.  No  further  resistance  Avas  made  to  our 
advance,  and  soon  after  dark  we  reached  and  took  possession  of  our  old 
camps. 
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I  Lave  to  iiieiitioii  with  regret  the  loss  in  the  last  charge  of  Sergt. 
William  Mahoney,  color  bearer  of  the  regiment,  who  has  borne  the  colors 
through  every  action  the  regiment  has  been  engaged  in  with  remarkable 
gallantry. 

It  is  impossible  to  particularize  officers  or  men  where  aJl  behaved  so 
gallantly.  Capt.  H.  H.  Dewey,  Company  A,  commanded  the  regiment 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  leading  it  in  the  last  gallant  charge  and 
the  severe  combat  preceding. 

The  loss  was  very  heavy,  being  equal  to  one-half  of  all  the  officers 
present  and  one-third  of  the  whole  number  present  in  the  regiment. 
The  numbers  are  as  follows :  Killed — commissioned  officers,  1 ;  enlisted 
men,  15.  Wounded — commissioned  officers,  7  j  enlisted  men,  58.  Miss¬ 
ing — enlisted  men,  4.  Total,  85. 

A  nominal  list  of  casualties  has  been  already  forwarded. 

I  remain,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  G.  CHANDLER, 
LievMiiaiit- Colonel^  Commanding  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Brig..,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


No.  00. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  One  h  undred  and  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry., 
commanding  Second  Brigade.,  of  operations  Septemher,  d9-22. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Harrisonhurg.,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

Captain  :  As  directed  in  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  in  the  late  engagements  at  Opequon 
and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya. 

This  brigade  was  composed  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  of 
the  Sixth  Maryland,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  and  Sixty-seventh 
Pennsylvania,  One  hundred  and  tenth.  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth, 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  Regi¬ 
ments,  and  First  and  Third  Battalions,  Ninth  Ne.w  York  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery  Regiment,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Col.  John  W.  Horn,  Col.  M. 
R.  McClennan,  First  Lieut.  J.  F.  Young,  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley, 
Lieut.  Col.  Aaron  W.  Ebright,  Col.  William  H.  Ball,  and  Maj.  Charles 
Burgess,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  about  2,000  muskets. 

At  3  a.  m.  September  19, 1804,  the  brigade  marched  from  its  late  camii 
near  Berry  ville  to  the  Berry ville  pike  and  along  the  pike  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester,  Ya.,  crossing  Oi)equon  Creek  near  the  pike  and  about  five 
miles  from  Winchester;  from  thence  it  was  moved  to  within  three  miles 
of  Winchester  and  formed  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the 
X)ike  and  ux)on  the  right  of  the  Third  Division,  which  was  the  right  of 
the  Sixth  Corps.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  from  the  front  line, 
under  command  of  Maj.  Charles  M.  Cornyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  Ohio,  who  immediately  became  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  skir¬ 
mishers.  This  i^osition  was  attained  about  0  a.  m.  The  Nineteenth 
Army  Corjis  was  formed  about  11  a.  m.  ux)on  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
Heavy  skirmishing  continued  until  about  12  m.,  when  the  whole  line 
advanced.  I  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Ricketts  to  dress  my 
brigade  toward  the  turnpike  and  ui)on  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Divis¬ 
ion,  Sixth  Corps.  As  soon  as  we  commenced  to  advance  we  were 
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exi)osed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy.  The  Nineteenth 
Corps  did  not  move  and  keep  connection  with  my  right,  and  the  turn¬ 
pike  upon  which  the  division  was  dressing  bore  to  the  left,  causing  a 
wide  interval  between  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps.  As  the  lines 
advanced  the  interval  became  greater.  The  enemy  discovering  this 
fact  hurled  a  large  body  of  men  toward  the  interval  and  threatened  to 
take  my  right  in  flank.  I  at  once  caused  the  One  hundred  and  tliirty- 
eighth  and  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Ohio  Kegiments  to  break  their  connection  with  the  right  of  the 
remainder  of  my  brigade  and  move  toward  the  advancing  column  of 
the  enemy.  These  three  regiments  most  gallantry  met  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  masses  of  the  enemy  and  held  them  in  check.  The  Nineteenth 
Corps  soon  came  up  and  encountered  a  very  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
in  a  woods  to  the  right  of  the  three  regiments  named.  As  soon  as  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  engaged  the  enemy  the  force  in  my  front  commenced 
slowly  retiring.  I  ijushed  forward  the  three  regiments  until  we  came 
upon  two  batteries  (eight  guns),  silencing  them,  and  compelling  the 
enemy  to  abandon  them.  The  three  regiments  had  arrived  within  less 
than  200  yards  of  the  two  batteries  when  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  after  a 
most  gallant  resistance,  gave  way.  The  enemy  at  once  came  upon  my 
right  flank  in  large  force j  successful  resistance  was  no  longer  possible; 
the  three  regiments  had  already  suffered  heavily,  and  were  obliged  to 
fall  back  in  some  disorder.  The  enemy  regained  a  portion  of  the 
ground  from  which  they  had  been  driven.  In  falling  back  we  lost  no 
prisoners.  The  broken  troops  of  my  brigade  were  halted  and  reformed 
in  a  woods  behind  troops  from  the  reserve,  which  had  come  forward  to 
fill  uj)  the  interval.  As  soon  as  reformed  they  were  moved  forward 
again  over  the  same  ground  they  had  advanced  the  first  time.  While 
moving  this  portion  of  my  brigade  forward  I  received  an  order  from 
Brigadier-General  Eicketts,  commanding  division,  to  again  unite  my 
brigade  near  the  center  of  the  corps  and  to  the  right  of  the  turn¬ 
pike,  near  a  house.  This  order  was  obeyed  at  once,  and  my  whole 
brigade  was  placed  in  one  line  immediately  confronting  the  enemy. 
The  four  regiments  of  my  brigade  that  were  upon  tlie  left  kept  con¬ 
nection  with  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  fought  desperately, 
in  the  main  driving  the  enemy.  They  also  captured  a  considerable 
number  of  prisoners  in  their  first  advance.  Heavy  firing  was  kept  up 
along  the  whole  line  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  a  general  advance  took 
place.  The  enemy  gave  way  before  the  impetuosity  of  our  troops,  and 
were  soon  completely  routed.  This  brigade  pressed  forward  with  the 
advance  line  to  and  into  the  streets  of  Winchester.  The  rout  of  the 
enemy  was  everywhere  complete.  Night  came  on,  and  the  imrsuit  of 
the  enemy  was  stopped.  The  troops  of  my  brigade  encamped  with  the 
corps  on  the  Strasburg  and  Front  Eoyal  roads,  south  of  Winchester. 

This  brigade  lost  in  the  battle  of  Oiiequon  some  valiant  and  superior 
officers.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  W.  Ebright,  commanding  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  Ohio,  was  killed  instantly  early  in  the  action.  He  was 
uniformly  brave  and  skillful.  He  had  fought  in  the  many  battles  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  during  the  past  summeFs  campaign.  Capt.  Thomas 
J.  Hyatt  and  Lieut.  Eufus  Eicksecker,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio,  and  Lieut.  William  H.  Burns,  Sixth  Maryland,  also  fell  in  this 
action.  Each  was  conspicuous  for  gallantry  on  this  and  other  fields 
ujjon  which  they  had  fought.  Col.  John  W.  Horn,  Sixth  Maryland, 
whom  none  excelled  for  distinguished  braverj^,  was  severely,  it  not 
mortally,  wounded.  Col.  William  H.  Ball,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
second  Ohio,  received  a  wound  from  a  shell,  but  did  not  (piit  the  field. 
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He  maintained  liis  usual  reputation  for  cool  courage  and  excellent 
judgment  and  skill.  Capt.  John  S.  Stuckej^,  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania,  lost  a  leg.  Maj.  Charles  M.  Cornyn,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-second  Ohio;  Captains  Feight  and  AFalter,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania;  Captain  AA^illiams,  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Patterson,  AVells,  and  Crooks,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio;  Captaiiis  Hawkins  and  Eouzer  and  Lieutenant  Smith,  Sixth 
Maryland;  Lieutenants  Fish  and  Colvin,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery;  Captains  Van  Eaton  and  Trimble  and  Lieutenants  Deeter 
and  Simes,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  are  among  the  many  officers 
more  or  less  severely  wounded.  Lieutenant  Deeter  has  since  died. 
I  cannot  too  highly  commend  their  gallantry.  Capt.  J.  P.  Dudrow, 
One  hundred  and  twenty  second  Ohio,  and  Lieut.  E.  W.  Wiley,  One 
hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  were  each  slightly  wounded  while  acting  as 
aides-de-camp  upon  my  staff. 

The  enemy  was  xmrsued  on  the  20th  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  south  of  Strasburg,  A^a.,  on  the  Staunton  turnt>ike,  where  he 
was  strongly  fortified  in  an  ax^parently  imj^regnable  iiosition.  This 
brigade  bivouacked  with  the  corps  near  Strasburg.  About  12  m.  on 
the  21st  the  brigade,  except  the  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
which  was  detailed  as  wagon  guard,  moved  with  the  corps  to  the  right 
of  Strasburg,  and  vms  formed  again  upon  the  extreme  right  of  the 
corjis.  In  comi^liance  with  an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Eicketts, 
I  ordered  forward  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  commanded 
by  Capt.  G.  AV.  Hoge,  to  aid  in  driving  the  enemy  from  a  hill  in  our 
front.  The  tegiment  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  Sixth 
Maryland,  commanded  by  Cajit.  C.  K.  Prentiss,  was  soon  after  ordered 
forward  to  its  support.  After  a  brisk  fight  the  two  regiments  charged 
and  took  the  heights,  thereby  gaining  a  very  important  x)osition,  upon 
which  the  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  this  affair  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  had  4  enlisted  men  killed  and  17  wounded, 
and  the  Sixth  Maryland  had  7  enlisted  men  wounded.  Captains  Hoge 
and  Prentiss  displayed  great  gallantry  in  this  action. 

The  brigade  remained  in  the  position  occupied  on  the  night  of  the  21st 
instant  until  about  12  m.  of  the  22d  instant.  The  Sixth  Maryland,  being 
on  the  skirmish  line,  was  constantly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  skirmish¬ 
ers.  At  tlie  hour  last  named,  as  directed  by  Brigadier-General  Eicketts, 
the  brigade  mo\^ed  off  to  the  right  and  upon  the  enemy’s  left  and,  with 
the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  as  a  support,  attacked  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  two  hills,  which  he  held  in  considerable  force.  So  rapid 
was  his  fiight  that  he  abandoned  shelter-tents,  blankets,  and  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  infantry  ammunition.  During  this  advance  I  ordered 
the  Sixth  Maryland  to  push  forward  upon  tlie  extreme  left  of  my  skir¬ 
mish  line  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  which  it 
was  successful  in  doing.  In  this  attack  iiortions  of  the  One  hundred 
and  tenth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  were  thrown  for¬ 
ward  as  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col. 
M.  M.  Granger,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio,  Major  Aaron 
Spangler,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio.  Colonel 
Granger  and  Major  Spangler  exhibited  their  usual  skill  and  good  Judg¬ 
ment  in  the  successful  management  of  troops.  The  skirmishers  were 
]>ushed  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  to  within  long  rifle  range  of  the 
euejuy’s  main  Avorks,  in  which  were  mounted  heavy  guns.  The  brigade 
Avas  formed  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  confronting  the  enemy. 
Although  near  the  enemy  he  was  not  able  to  do  us  much  injury  Avith 
his  artillery.  Sharp  skirmishing  continued  until  about  4  j).  m.,  when 
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the  Eighth  Corps  commenced  an  advance  some  distance  farther  to  tlie 
right  and  upon  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy.  A  heavy  fire  had 
been  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  works  by  artillery  to  my  rear  and  left. 
My  skirmishers  were  pressed  forward  with  orders  to  halt  near  the 
enemy’s  works  and  open  fire  upon  Ids  gunners.  The  whole  line  soon 
after  advanced  and  charged  the  works,  capturing  many  prisoners  and 
four  guns,  and  dispersing  the  rebel  infantry  in  all  directions.  As  we 
(‘harged  a  battery  opened  upon  my  men  still  farther  to  our  left.  The 
Eighth  Corps  came  up  on  our  immediate  right,  and  with  them  we  moved 
forward  without  delay  and  charged  the  second  battery,  (‘apturing  it  also. 
At  about  this  time  the  whole  army  commenced  advancing,  the  Eighth 
Corps  and  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  being  fully  upon  the  enemy’s 
left  flank  and  rear,  pushed  forward  with  wild  and  victorious  shouts 
along  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  from  his  left  to  extreme  right,  cap¬ 
turing  all  his  artillery  in  position,  and  capturing  and  dispersing  his 
troops.  Not  a  regiment  or  company  of  the  enemy  left  the  field  in  any¬ 
thing  like  order.  Of  the  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  captured  this 
brigade  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  capturing  eight  at  least.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  i3risoners  captured  by  the  brigade  I  cannot  state.  Many  of  the 
captured  prisoners  were  left  behind  to  be  picked  up  by  others  in  the 
rear.  It  is  said  that  througli  neglect  to  place  guards  over  captured 
artillery  others  who  came  up  later  guarded  and  claimed  it  as  their  cap¬ 
ture.  The  brigade  pursued  the  enemy  with  the  corps  all  night.  The 
pursuit  of  the  fugitive  enemy  was  continued  by  the  infantry  to  Har¬ 
risonburg,  Ya.,  at  which  place  the  army  arrived  bn  the  25th  instant. 
Thus  ended  the  glorious  victory  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  the  enemy’s  supposed 
a  veil  of  security.” 

The  loss  in  my  brigade  on  the  22d  was  very  light,  considering  the 
result  attained. 

Many  acts  of  daring  bravery  were  performed  by  officers  and  men  of 
this  command.  Lieut,  R.  W.  Wiley,  with  Privates  O.  A.  Ashbrook,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  William  Wise  and  Elias  A.  Barr,  Com¬ 
pany  I,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  ruslied  in  advance  of  the  line  and 
captured  Captain  Ashby  (brother  of  the  late  rebel  General  Ashby)  and 
twenty-one  men.  Sergt.  Albert  J.  Rouston  and  Private  Elias  Wreights, 
Company  B,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  were  the 
first  in  a  fort  in  which  they  captured  one  officer  and  thirty  men.  Each 
pirrty  brought  their  prisoners  away  securely.  Other  instances  of  similar 
character  might  be  mentioned. 

The  loss  in  my  command  in  killed  and  wounded  from  the  10th  to  the 
22d  of  September,  18()4,  inclusive,  was  4  officers  and  54  enlisted  men 
killed,  and  25  officers  and  314  enlisted  men  wounded,  making  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  397  killed  and  wounded. 

Hereto  appended  will  be  found  a  summary  of  casualties  by  regiments. 

Throughout  the  two  engagements  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley,  Maj. 
Aaron  S])angler,  One  iiundred  and  tenth  Ohio;  Col.  William  H.  Ball, 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  M. Granger,  and  MaJ.  Charles  M.  Coruyn,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  Ohio;  Capt.  G.  W.  Hoge,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio;  Cax>ts.  C.  K.  Prentiss  and  J.  J. Bradshaw,  Sixth  Maryland;  Maj. 
Charles  Burgess,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  others,  displayed 
great  bravery,  skill,  and  energy  in  the  discharge  of  their  important 
duties.  Col.  M.  R.  McClennan,  One  hundred  and  tliirty-eightli  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  remained  upon  the  field  at  Opequon  gallantly  doing  his  duty 
until  from  exhaustion  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  rear.  He  was  weak 
and  still  suffering  from  a  recent  illness.  One  or  two  officers  only  are 
known  to  deserve  censure  and  punishment  for  their  inefficiency  and 
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bad  conduct.  First  Lieut.  Jobii  A.  Gump,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  First  Lieut.  J.  T.  Eorer,  brigade  inspector;  Capt.  J.  P.  Dudrow, 
Lieut.  Charles  H.  Kuhn,  and  Lieut.  K.  W.  Wiley,  acting  aides-de-camp 
on  my  staff,  were  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  good  conduct.  1  heir 
promptness  in  the  delivery  of  orders,  and  skill  and  good  judgment  in 
carrying  them  out,  entitle  them  to  the  highest  praise. 

The  already  great  length  of  this  report  forbids  my  making  special 
mention  of  acts  of  distinguished  bravery  by  members  of  my  staff.  Cap¬ 
tain  Dudrow  and  Lieutenants  Gump  and  Eorer  each  had  one  horse 
shot  and  Lieutenant  Wiley  had  two  horses  shot  under  him  while  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty.  Orderly  Lewis  B.  Paul,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  Ohio,  was  wounded  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him 
while  carrying  the  brigade  flag  in  the  battle  of  Opequon.  Orderly 
Lewis  H.  Shreeve,  Sixth  Maryland,  also  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 
Oi  derly  Eichard  Netz,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  and  those 
just  named  were  cool  and  gallant. 

My  orders  were  throughout  received  from  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Eicketts, 
commanding  division,  and  through  members  of  his  staff.  To  General 
Eicketts  and  each  member  of  his  staft*  I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  grati¬ 
tude  and  obligations  for  their  kind  courtesy  and  uniform  generous  treat¬ 
ment. 

Eegimental  reports  of  operations  and  a  nominal  list  of  casualties* 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  am,  captain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  WAEEEN  KEIFEE, 

Colonel  noth  Volunteer  Infantry^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Smith, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  Third  Division.  Sixth  Army  Corps. 


Eo.  61. 

Report  of  Col.  William  TI.  Ball^  One  hundred  and  twenty -second  Ohio 
Infantry^  commanding  Second  Brigade^  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  Third  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

October  20.^  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  l'^=64: 

The  troops  were  aroused  at  dawn  of  day  by  musketry  to  our  left. 
Shortly  after  the  lines  were  for  med  the  command  of  the  brigade  de¬ 
volved  upon  myself,  in  consequence  of  changes  resulting  from  the 
absence  of  General  Sheridan.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  two  lines — 
the  first  comj)osed  of  the  Einth  Eew  York  Heavy  Artillery,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  and  a  portion  of  the  Sixty-seventh 
Pennsylvania;  the  second  embraced  the  Sixth  Maryland,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-sixth.  One  hundred  and  twenty- second,  and  One  liundred 
and  tenth  Ohio;  the  regiments  occupied  positions  from  right  to  left  as 
named.  Before  sunrise  I  received  orders  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
toward  the  pike.  After  moving  a  sliort  distance  in  that  direction 
orders  were  received  to  return  to  the  position  from  which  we  had  just 
moved  and  await  orders.  Shortly  thereafter  I  Avas  ordered  to  move  in 
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the  same  mauuer  and  direction  as  before.  The  brigade  moved  to  an 
elevation  near  and  in  rear  of  army  headquarters,  where  it  came  under 
fire.  The  lines  were  faced  by  the  rear  rank;  the  second,  now  become 
the  first,  moved  forward  to  meet  the  advancing  foe  and  hold  a  crest  in 
front.  The  troops  moved  gallantly  and  drove  back  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  and  became  warmly  engaged,  capturing  several  inisoners. 
About  this  time  a  large  number  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  passed 
through  the  line  and  broke  its  organization.  The  line  could  not  be 
reformed  at  that  place  in  consequence  of  numbers  retreating  over  tlie 
ground.  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  of  that  line  collected  and  formed 
upon  the  remaining  line.  The  brigade  was  then  under  severe  fire,  from 
both  infantry  and  artillery.  Troops  left  the  held  on  both  my  right  and 
left,  until  the  brigade  was  without  immediate  support.  At  this  critical 
period  the  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  behaved  with  coolness 
and  gallantry.  Under  orders  the  troops  moved  back  with  great  regu¬ 
larity  a  short  distance  to  another  elevation,  where  they  were  met  by 
another  order  to  retire  to  a  road  half  a  mile  farther  to  the  rear.  At 
the  road  the  position  was  occupied  a  few  minutes,  the  troops  of  the 
Eighth  Army  Corps  on  my  left.  I  was  then  ordered  to  move  to  the  left. 
I  did  so,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps.  Having 
now  no  connection  on  my  left,  and  being  in  a  thick  wood  of  oak  and 
cedar,  I  directed  Captain  Prentiss,  Sixth  Maryland,  to  protect  the  left 
hank  by  skirmishers.  The  direction  was  promptly  carried  out. 

After  occupying  this  position  some  time  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  rear.  J  did  so,  the  troops  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps  passing  to  my 
left,  and  took  position  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  that  last  occupied.  Here 
we  were  ordered  to  move  obliquely  to  the  left  and  rear  and  connect 
with  the  right  of  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps.  We  con¬ 
nected  with  the  right  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps  at  a  stone  fence  in  a 
wood  near  the  pike.  Defensive  works  were  hastily  constructed  of  such 
material  as  could  readily  be  had,  and  the  troops,  it  being  noon,  rested 
some  two  hours  or  more.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Binkley,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Ohio,  was  ordered  to  deploy  his  regiment  and  One  hundred 
and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania  as  skirmishers  and  advance  to  the  front 
of  the  woods  in  which  we  were  resting  and  observe  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  An  hour  after  Colonel  Binkley  notified  me  that  the  enemy 
were  moving  on  the  right  of  our  line  in  force.  An  attack  was  made, 
but  repulsed  before  extending  to  my  brigade.  The  skirmishers  were 
ex})osed  to  a  more  or  less  active  fire  of  musketry.  Artillery  was  also 
brought  to  bear  on  our  skirmivsh  line,  but  without  effect.  While  we 
were  in  this  position  Major-General  Sheridan  rode  along  the  line  from 
left  to  right  encouraging  the  men.  He  was  greeted  with  most  enthusi¬ 
astic  cheers  by  the  troops.  This  was  the  first  assurance  the  army 
had  of  his  return.  About  3  p.  m.  the  whole  army  advanced  in  one  line 
ux)on  the  enemy.  Immediately  before  advancing  the  troops  were  with¬ 
drawn  to  the  left,  and  my  left  connected  with  tlie  Second  Division,  Sixth 
Army  Corps,  while  my  right  connected  with  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division.  We  advanced  half  a  ndle  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  when  we 
were  met  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  the  right  flank.  This  fire  was 
returned  with  spirit  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  troops  wavered  and 
fell  back  a  short  distance  in  some  disorder.  The  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  gave  way  at  the  same  time.  The  line  was  speedily  reformed 
and  moved  forward  and  bwame  engaged  with  the  enemy  again,  each 
force  occupying  a  stone  wall.  Advantage  Avas  taken  of  a  wall  or  fence 
running  perpendicular  to  and  connecting  with  that  occui)ied  by  the 
enemy.  After  the  action  had  continued  here  about  three-quarters  of  an 
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hour  a  heavy  volley  was  fired  at  the  enemy  from  the  transverse  wall. 
A  hurried  and  general  retreat  of  the  enemy  immediately  followed,  and 
our  troops  eagerly  followed,  firing  upon  the  retreating  army  as  it  ran, 
and  giving  no  opportunity  to  the  enemy  to  reform  or  make  a  stand. 

Several  efibrts  were  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  pursuit  to  rally, 
but  the  enthusiastic  pursuit  foiled  all  such  efibrts.  Our  troops  wmre 
subject  to  artillery  fire  of  solid  shot,  shell,  and  grape  during  the  ])ur- 
suit,  and  we  reached  the  intrenchments  of  the  Ninteenth  Army  Corps 
(which  were  captured  in  the  morning)  as  the  sun  set.  Here  the  pursuit 
by  the  infantry  was  discontinued.  The  first  and  second,  and  probably 
the  third,  colors  i)lanted  on  the  recovered  works  of  the  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps  were  of  regiments  composing  this  brigade. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Gump,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Intantry  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  on 
brigade  stafi*,  fell  mortally  wounded  early  in  the  action.  Lieutenant 
Gump  was  a  gallant  officer.  Lieutenant  Kuhn,  Sixth  Maryland,  acting 
aide-de-camp  on  brigade  staff,  fell  seriously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded 
in  the  afternoon.  Second  Lieutenant  Wiley,  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Ohio,  acting  aide  de  camp  on  brigade  staff,  was  captured  by  the  enemy 
while  returning  from  the  ammunition  train  to  his  brigade.  He  was  a 
gallant  and  daring  officer.  Through  the  entire  day  the  conduct  of 
Lieut.  Jonathan  T.  Eorer,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania, 
acting  assistant  inspector- general  on  brigade  staff',  was  most  gallant 
and  efficient.  All  the  stafi*  officers  of  the  brigade  are  entitled  to  com¬ 
mendation. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  that  occurred  in  the  brigade 
during  the  action  :* 


Regiment. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

1 

j  Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

§ 

Officers. 

P 

o 

\  ^ 

120tli  Ohio  Volunteers . 

4 

1 

14 

1 

5, 

[  25 

llOtli  rthin  Vnlmifp.prs  . 

5 

.  2 

27 

1  34 

(tliio  Vnlnnteei’.s . 

1 

3 

4 

31 

6 

45 

6th  Marvlcind  Volunteers . 

8 

4 

38 

1 

51 

TRSth  I’prnisylvnriift,  Vnlnritp.ers . 

2 

4 

36 

42 

firti  Xpw  Ynrlr  TTpnvy  Artillpry  .  . 

40 

5 

160 

208 

67th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer.s . . 

26 

1 

30 

Very  respectfully,  jmur  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BALL, 

Colonel  122d  Ohio  Yol.  Infty.^  Temporarily  Comdg.  Second  Brig. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Din.^  Sixth  Corps. 


No.  62. 

Report  of  Capt.  Clifton  K.  Prentiss^  Sixth  Afaryland  Infantry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19-25. 

Hdqrs.  Sixth  Pediment  Maryland  Volunteers, 

September  27.,  186i. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  of  September,  at  2 
a.  m.,  the  regiment  of  which  I  have  command  broke  camp  near  Clifton 
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farm,  near  Berry ville,  and  moved  with  the  division,  marching  in  two 
columns,  in  a  westerly  direction  across  the  country  to  the  Winchester 
and  Berry  ville  pike,  which  we  struck  three  miles  from  Berry  ville.  At 
this  point  we  could  hear  the  cavalry  engaging  the  enemy  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Opequon  Kiver.  After  a  short  lialt  on  the  east  bank,  we 
crossed  the  Opequon  at  a  ford  some  500  yards  south  of  the  road  and 
marched  with  all  xmssible  speed  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry.  We 
found  the  cavalry  skirmishing  Avith  the  enemy  three  miles  from  Win¬ 
chester,  and  we  Avent  into  position  in  two  lines  in  the  rear  and  threw 
forward  skirmishers  to  relieve  the  cavalry.  Our  lines  were  formed  on 
the  edge  of  a  woo€ls  and  on  high  ground  at  the  head  of  a  ra  vine  run¬ 
ning  from  the  Opequon.  The  troops  Avent  into  i)osition  in  the  folloAA  ing 
order,  the  line  being  at  right  angles  Avith  and  across  the  BerrryAille  and 
Winchester  pike:  The  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  on  the  left 
of  the  pike;  tlie  Third  Division  outlie  right  of  the  same;  the  First 
Division  in  reserve;  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  on  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Army  Corps.  In  this  ])osition  Ave  had  some  artillery  practice,  and 
our  skirmishers  were  successful  [in  reaching]  a  crest  300  yards  in  our 
front,  to  which  our  artillery  was  advanced.  This  position  Ave  held  until 
tAventy  minutes  of  12  m.,  aa  hen  the  entire  line  was  ordered  to  moA^e 
forAvard  on  the  enemy.  This  our  db/ision  did  with  alike  gallantry  and 
success  for  a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  infan¬ 
try  and  artillery  and  Avith  both  flanks  exposed,  as  the  Second  Division  did 
Tiot  keep  pace  Avith  our  rapid  advance,  but  at  one  time  halted  and  lay 
down,  and  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  did  not  succeed  in  adA^ancing  to 
the  line  we  occupied  until  about  3  p.  in.  We  were  at  one  time  obliged 
to  fiill  back  some  200  yards  from  the  position  Ave  had  taken,  but  the 
men  were  soon  rallied  and  reoccupied  the  same  ground,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Colonel  EdAvards’  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  Avere  so 
enabled  to  extend  our  lines  as  to  protect  our  flanks.  Our  position 
was  a  strong  one,  and  though  the  enemy  made  repeated  efforts  to  dis¬ 
lodge  us,  using  their  artillery  with  great  accuracy,  we  yet  held  our 
position  until  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  re-enforced  by  the  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  Avas  successful  in  driAung  the  enemy  in  its  front,  and  by  4 
p.  111.  they  had  turned  the  enemy’s  flank,  so  that  his  lines  Avere  at  right 
angles  Avith  the  lines  in  our  front.  At  this  time  we  were  again  ordered 
forAvard,  when  the  enemy  were  routed  and  driven  in  great  confusion 
from  the  field.  Our  division  moA^ed  forward  until  we  held  possession  of 
the  heights  beyond  Winchester,  the  enemy  having  fled  in  the  direction 
of  Strasburg.  We  Avent  into  camp  for  the  night  on  the  left  of  the  Stras- 
burg  road,  on  the  outskirts  of  Winchester. 

In  this  action  our  regiment  had  1  officer  and  7  enlisted  men  killed 
and  5  oflicers  and  2(J  enlisted  men  Avounded.  Three  times  on  this  day 
were  the  color  bearers  shot  down,  yet  the  colors  never  fell.  Col.  John 
W.  Horn,  Avhile  encouraging  his  men  to  Avithstand  one  of  the  enemy’s 
assaults,  Avas  very  dangerously  wounded.  Capt.  Henry  J.  HaAvkins 
and  John  B.  Bouzer  are  sup])osed  to  be  mortally  Avounded.  Lieut. 
Demarest  J.  Smith,  while  leading  Ids  company  gallantly  into  a  charge, 
was  badly  wounded,  and  Lieut.  William  H.  Burns,  while  bearing  our 
colors  forAvard,  Avas  struck  Avith  a  shell,  crimsoning  our  colors  with  his 
blood. 

At  5  a.  in.  September  20  we  marched  via  Strasburg  jiike,  kee])ing 
on  the  right  of  the  road;  halted  for  breakfast  beyond  Newtown, 
from  which  we  marched  to  Strasburg,  Avhere  we  found  the  enemy 
had  taken  up  a  strong  position  on  Fisher’s  Hill,  south  and  west  of 
the  toAvn,  Here  our  troops  Avere  massed  in  a  woods  on  the  right  of 
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the  road  and  remained  until  about  2  p.  m.  of  the  21st,  when  our  division 
moved  in  two  columns  toward  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line,  when  my 
regiment  was  detached  from  the  brigade  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
a  portion  of  the  skirmisli  line  of  the  Second  Division,  which  had  been 
broken  and  driven  back  in  great  confusion.  I  Avas  successful  in  driv¬ 
ing  the  enemy  to  a  line  of  works  he  had  constructed  of  rails.  At 
dusk,  on  receiving  orders  from  the  assistant  adjutant- general  of  Third 
Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  drove  him  from  his  works.  In  this 
charge  my  men  acted  with  great  gallantry,  and  the  enemy  was  so 
entirely  surprised  that  he  offered  but  feeble  resistance,  though  I  have 
reason  to  believe  he  was  in  considerable  numbers.  In  this  action  I  lost 
seven  enlisted  nien  Avounded. 

At  12  m.  the  22d  my  regiment  Avas  Avithdrawn  from  the  skirmish  line 
and  joined  the  brigade  and  division  as  tliey  moved  off  to  the  enemy’s 
extreme  left,  where  the  diAusion  formed  in  tAvo  lines  (Second  Brigade 
in  front)  and  moved  on,  driving  their  skirmish  line  before  us  for  three 
quarters  of.  a  mile,  when  my  regiment  was  detailed  to  go  on  the  skir¬ 
mish  line;  formed  a  connection  on  my  left  with  the  Second  Division 
and  on  the  right  with  troops  of  our  division,  commanded  by  Major 
Spangler,  of  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers.  In  this  move¬ 
ment  I  Avas  entirely  successful  in  driving  the  enemy  and  securing  a 
good  position,  where  I  Avas  ordered  to  halt.  This  position  I  held  until 
about  6  p.  m.,  when  the  Second  Division,  on  my  left,  and  the  Third 
Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  on  my  right,  charged  the  enemy  and  drove 
them  in  confusion.  At  this  time  I  received  orders,  by  Lieut.  li.  W. 
Wiley,  from  Colonel  Keifer  to  form  my  regiment  in  the  rear  of  Major 
Spangler’s  and  await  orders.  Up  to  5  a.  m.  23d  neither  Major  Spangler 
nor  myself  having  received  orders,  and  sui)posing  they  had  been  sent 
but  failed  to  reacli  us  (as  has  since  proved  to  be  the  case),  we  marched 
via  the  Staunton  pike  and  oA^ertook  our  brigade  at  Woodstock,  and 
after  receiving  four  days’  rations  we  marched  to  one  mile  south  of 
Edenburg,  where  we  arrived  and  at  4  p.  m.  went  into  camp.  At  5  a. 
m.  September  24  marched  for  IS^ew  Market,  three  miles  beyond  AAdiich 
we  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  Most  of  this  day  our  cavalry  were 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Marched  at  6  a.  m.  September  25  on  the 
left  of  the  road;  arrived  at  Harrisonburg  at  4  p.  in.  the  same  day.  Our 
division  went  into  position  in  tAvo  lines  on  the  east  side  of  the  town, 
where  we  are  at  present  encamped. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CLIFTON  K.  PRENTISS, 

Captain^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Gump, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  03. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  G.  Hill.,  Sixth  Maryland  Infantry,  of  operations 

October  19. 

IlDQRS.  Sixth  Reoiment  Maryland  Volunteers, 

November  4,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  detailed  report  of 
the  operations  of  this  command  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Cedar 
Creek,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1864. 
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Before  daybreak  the  cominand  was  aroused  by  heavy  firing  on  our 
left,  and  without  awaiting  orders  the  command  was  soon  under  arms. 
It  soon  became  evident  that  the  enemy  had  surprised  and  completely 
routed  the  troops  on  our  left.  Orders  came  for  us  to  fall  in  immediately, 
which  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  We  moved  oft*  by  the  right  flank 
and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  hill  in  rear  of  our  camp  and  advanced 
across  the  run,  accompanied  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio 
Volunteers.  We  began  ascending  the  hill,  but  soon  found  that  the 
troops  oa  our  right  had  been  flanked  and  were  falling  back,  which  also 
compelled  us  to  fall  back  across  the  run,  which  we  did  in  good  order, 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  to  the  point  where  our  line  first 
advanced  from.  Here  we  halted.  The  enemy  still  advancing,  we  were 
again  compelled  to  fall  back  some  400  yards.  In  doing  so  two  guns  of 
Captain  McKnight’s  battery  were  abandoned  and  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  We  again  advanced  and  retook  the  abandoned  guns.  The 
whole  line  then  fell  back  opposite  Middletown  and  there  formed  line,  my 
command  being  on  the  left  of  the  brigade.  We  then  moved  to  the  left, 
and  after  being  in  line  a  short  time  we  fell  still  farther  back,  again 
moving  by  the  right  flank,  and  formed  line  one  mile  east  of  Middletown, 
connecting  with  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  on  our  left, 
where  we  remained  until  the  order  was  given  to  advance,  about  3  p.  m., 
when  the  whole  line  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  my 
command  following  to  Cedar  Creek.  Here  we  received  orders  to  reoc¬ 
cupy  our  old  cami^  for  the  night. 

The  command  went  into  the  engagement  in  the  morning  with  9  oflQcers 
and  150  men,  and  sustained  a  loss  during  the  day  of  4  officers  wounded, 
8  enlisted  men  killed,  37  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  1  enlisted  man 
wounded  and  missing. 

Very  resx)ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  HILL, 

Major^  CommandiiKj  Regiment. 

Capt.  John  J.  Bradshaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  04. 

Revort  of  Maj.  Charles  Burgess.,  Ninth  New  York  Heavg  Artillerg,  oj 
operations  September  19. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Neav  York  Artillery, 

September  27,  1861. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  took  an 
active  part  in  the  engagement  on  the  Opequon  Creek  on  the  19th 
instant,  with  the  loss  of  2  officers  wounded,  6  enlisted  men  killed,  30 
wounded,  and  none  missing,  the  nominal  list  of  the  same  being  in¬ 
closed.*  I  have  the  honor  further  to  report  that  the  regiment  took  no 
part  in  the  engagements  on  Fisher’s  Hill,  having  been  detailed  as  a 
guard  at  the  hos])ital. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  BHKGESS, 

Majo  r ,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Gump, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  Third  JHv.,  Si.rth  Corps. 

■  Omitted. 
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No.  G5. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  W.  Snyder ^  Ninth  Neiv  York  Heavy  Artillery^  of 

operations  Oetober  ID. 


IIeadquakteks  Ninth  New  York  Artillery, 

October  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  the  Ninth 
New  York  Artillery  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  October  19, 
1864: 

Our  regiment  was  aroused  at  daylight  by  musketry  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  line  and  in  front  of  the  Eighth  Corps.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  men  under  arms.  Lieutenant  Wiley,  of  Colonel  Keifer’s  staff,  coni- 
inanding  Second  Brigade,  rode  up  and  ordered  the  regiment  into  line. 
We  formed  line  in  front  of  our  cainj),  stacked  arms,  struck  tents,  and 
slung  knapsacks.  The  sick  were  sent  to  the  rear,  and,  as  the  sailor 
would  say,  the  decks  were  cleared  for  action.’’  We  immediately 
moved  off'  by  the  right  flank  by  file  right,  forming  a  line  perpendicular  to 
the  first  line,  and  faced  to  the  rear.  At  this  time  Colonel  Keifer,  com¬ 
manding  brigade,  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Division, 
General  Eicketts  being  wounded,  and  Colonel  Ball  took  command  of 
the  brigade.  I  was  then  ordered  to  move  the  regiment  by  the  left  flank 
to  the  ground  in  front  of  our  camp,  and  after  halting  a  few  minutes  I 
was  ordered  to  countermarch  by  the  left  flank,  and  moved  out  and 
formed  a  line  parallel  and  some  159  jnirds  to  the  right  and  rear  of  our 
first  line.  From  this  position  we  o])ened  fire  and  held  in  check  the 
rebels  who  were  advancing  upon  the  knoll  near  our  camp.  At  this  time 
we  were  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  with  no  connection  on  our  right, 
and  after  a  few  volleys  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  and  take  a  position 
on  a  knoll  some  209  yards  to  the  rear  of  this  line.  Here  we  again 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whose  colors  could  be  distinctly  seen  be¬ 
tween  us  and  our  camj),  as  they  advanced.  At  this  i)oint  their  fire 
was  very  severe,  but  we  returned  compliment  for  compliment  in  the 
shape  of  leaden  bullets.  The  ground  Avas  literally  covered  Avith  our 
killed  and  Avounded,  but  AA^e  contested  the  ground  inch  by  inch  until  an 
-aide  from  the  brigade  commander  ordered  us  to  fall  back  beloAv  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  Avhich  AA^e  did  in  good  order.  At  this  moment  General 
W^right,  commanding  the  army  in  the  absence  of  General  Sheridan,  rode 
up  and  ordered  me  to  advance  and  hold  the  crest.  The  command  for¬ 
ward”  was  given.  The  men  resi)onded  AAuth  a  cheer,  and  advanced 
with  enthusiasm,  under  a  galling  fire  in  front  and  upon  our  flanks. 
The  balance  of  the  brigade  having  fallen  back,  and  there  being  no  con¬ 
nection  on  our  right,  our  flank  was  left  exposed  to  a  seA^ere  cross-fire 
from  the  rebel  columns,  Avhich  had  got  almost  in  our  rear. 

Captain  DudroAA^,  on  the  brigade  staff',  rode  up  again  and  ordered 
me  to  hill  back.  1  pointed  him  to  General  Wright,  saying,  “  The  general 
has  ordered  me  to  hold  this  crest,  and  I  shall  obey  his  orders.”  Our  fire, 
in  tlie  meantime,  being  delivered  with  so  much  spirit,  had  checked  the 
advance  of  the  rebels,  and  gave  the  troops  in  our  rear  a  chance  to  form 
a  line.  The  line  being  formed  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  march¬ 
ing  by  the  rear  rank  at  a  left  oblique  AA^e  joined  the  First  Division  on 
our  right.  We  then  halted,  faced  to  the  front  in  a  road  or  lane,  and 
immediately  moved  by  the  left  flank  into  a  ])iece  of  Avoods  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  left.  There  we  halted,  faced  to  the  front,  and  sent  forAvard 
about  seventy  men  as  skirmishers  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Flynn  and  Parrish.  Again,  under  orders,  AA-e  fell  back  and  marched  by 
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the  right  oblique  nearly  a  mile,  when  our  brigade  joined  the  Second 
Division  on  our  left.  We  then  faced  to  the  front  and  the  whole  line 
advanced,  taking  position  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  north  of  Middle- 
town.  There  we  threw  together  a  breast- work  of  rails,  which  we 
occupied  from  10.30  a.  m.  till  3.30  p.  m.,  when  the  whole  line  was 
ordered  to  advance  through  a  piece  of  woods,  which  we  did  in  good  order, 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  being  on  bur  left.  When 
we  were  nearly  through  the  wood  and  about  to  emerge  into  an  open 
field  o'n  our  rightaheaA^y  lire  of  musketry  and  shell  was  poured  into  us 
and  caused  our  whole  line  to  waver.  At  first  a  portion  of  our  left  fell 
back,  but  they  were  soon  rallied,  and  pushed  forward  and  drove  the 
rebels  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  until  they,  taking  position  behind 
a  stone  wall,  disputed  our  advance  for  more  than  an  hour.  A  portion 
of  my  command,  having  gained  a  stone  wall  running  perpendicular  to 
the  wall  behind  which  the  enemy  was  posted,  delivered  an  enfilading 
fire,  which  threwA hem  into  confusion  and  finally  into  a  perfect  rout. 
Their  officers  tried  in  vain  to  rally  them,  while  my  men,  cheered  with 
the  prospect  of  victory,  pressed  on  after  the  retreating  foe,  driving 
them  down  through  the  ravine  on  the  north  side  of  the  pike,  and  halted 
not  till  our  colors  were  planted  first  upon  the  parapet  of  the  rifle-pits 
in  front  of  tlu3  Nineteenth  Corps. 

Mention  of  individual  bravery  would  seem  superfluous,  for  both  officers 
and  men  did  their  duty,  with  one  exception,  Lieut.  Weston  E.  Allen, 
Company  F,  who,  having  claimed  to  have  been  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  the  engagement,  left  his  company  and  went  to  Winchester, 
where  he  was  found  two  days  after,  not  having  reported  to  any  surgeon 
nor  having  any  api^earance  of  a  wound  upon  his  person. 

Some  400  men,  recruits,  who  were  never  under  fire  before — in  fact, 
never  had  arms  in  their  hands  only  from  HarpeFs  Ferry  to  this  place — 
fought  si)lendidly  and  behaved  like  veterans. 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Lieut.  Orrin  B.  Carpenter,  Company  D, 
who  was  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  to  say  that  although 
suffering  loTig  from  fever,  and  but  just  aide  to  walk,  and  having  been 
repeatedly  urged  for  weeks  before  to  go  to  hospital,  invariably  requested 
to  remain  with  his  company,  and  when  the  battle  commenced  was  found 
in  line  with  his  men.  He  was  shot  through  the  heart  by  a  rebel  sharp¬ 
shooter  while  doing  his  duty,  and  now  fills  a  patriot’s  grave.  Peace  be 
to  his  ashes. 

Lieutenant  Olds  wager.  Company  M,  but  just  promoted  from  the 
ranks  three  days  before,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  when  we  advanced 
upon  the  crest.  He  was  a  noble  and  brave  officer,  and  never  flinched 
from  duty. 

Cuidain  Howard  was  instantly  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  the  last  shot 
that  was  fired  from  the  rebel  guns  as  we  made  the  last  advance  near 
the  Middletown  and  Strasburg  pike,  and  when  victory  had  crowned 
our  efforts.  He  died  as  all  brave  soldiers  die,  with  his  face  toward  the 
enemy,  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  America’s  bravest  sons. 

The  corrected  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  as  follows:  Killed — offi¬ 
cers,  3;  enlisted  men,  40;  total,  43.  Wounded — officers,  5;  enlisted 
men,  IGO;  total,  105. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  SNYDFP, 

Major ^  Vomnumding  Ninth  New  York  ArtiUerij. 

Captain  Bradshaw, 

A  c  ting  A  sfiis  tan  t  A  dj ii  t  ant-  G  e  nera  L 
17  E,  ll — VOL  XLlll,  I’T  1 


258  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

No.  66. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Otlio  H.  Binkley.,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  In¬ 
fantry.,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

Headquarters  110th  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Camp  in  the  Field,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Ooiqis,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Kegiment  in  the  engagements  of  the  Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill: 

On  the  19th  of  September,  at  2  a.  m.,  by  command  of  Col.  J.  Warren 
Keifer,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Reg¬ 
iment,  under  my  command,  broke  camp  at  Clifton,  and,  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  brigade,  marched  toward  Winchester.  After  crossing  the 
Opequon  and  arriving  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  the  latter  place 
lines  of  battle  were  formed,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  being  the 
extreme  right  of  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  connecting 
on  its  left  with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Regiment. 
About  two  hours  after  we  had  formed  the  Nineteenth  Corj)s  came  up 
and  formed  on  prolongation  on  our  right.  About  12  m.*(:he  order  was 
given  to  advance.  We  charged  the  enemy’s  lines,  driving  them  back 
until,  by  some  means,  the  connection  on  our  right  was  broken,  and  we, 
in  turn,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  a  short  distance.  At  this  juncture 
the  First  Division,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve,  came  up  to  our 
support.  We  then,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Keifer,  took  a  i)osition 
under  lire  a  little  farther  to  the  left,  when  I  threw  out  a  strong  skir¬ 
mish  line,  under  command  of  Captain  Shellenberger,  sufficient  to  cover 
tlm  whole  front  of  the  brigade.  Skirmishiug  was  kept  up  for  about 
two  hours,  when  we  were  informed  by  General  Sheridan,  who  came 
riding  along  our  lines,  that  Averell’s  cavalry  had  succeeded  in  turning 
the  enemy’s  left.  AFe  then  charged  with  the  balance  of  the  line,  com¬ 
pletely  routing  the  enemy.  My  skirmishers  passed  through  Win¬ 
chester,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  and  then  rejoined  the  regi¬ 
ment  on  Winchester  Heights,  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man  wounded. 
After  dark  we  marched  through  Winchester  and  rested  for  the  night 
near  the  city.  In  this  engagement  Captains  Van  Eaton  and  Trimble 
and  Lieutenants  Simes  and  Deeter  were  severely  wounded ;  the  latter 
has  since  died  of  his  wounds;  also  7  enlisted  men  killed  and  43 
wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  we  resumed  our  inarch  and  arrived  near 
Strasburg,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  in  the  afternoon,  and  found 
the  enemy  in  strong  position  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
21st  the  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  took  a  position 
about  three  miles 'to  the  right  of  Strasburg  and  during  the  night  threw 
uj)  breast-works.  On  the  22d,  at  about  12  m.,  the  left  wing  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  under  command  of  Major  Spangler,  was  iilaced  on  the  skirmish 
line.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  about  2  o’clock,  when  the  line 
made  a  charge  and  took  the  hill  in  front,  which  they  held  until  even¬ 
ing,  wffien  a  grand  charge  was  made  and  the  enemy  driven  at  every 
point.  They  ran  in  wild  confusion,  leaving  everything  behind  them, 
and  were  followed  all  night. 

Both  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  some  of  them  performing  deeds 
of  valor  seldom  excelled.  Lieut.  Robert  W.  Wiley,  of  Company  B, 
acting  aide-de-camp  to  the  colonel  commanding,  with  William  Wise 
and  ®ias  A,  Barr,  of  Company  1^  and  O,  A,  Ashbrookj  of  Company  I, 
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One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  A^olunteers,  captured  one  captain 
and  twenty  men  at  one  time.  The  regiment  captured  four  pieces  of 
artillery. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

O.  H.  BINKLEY, 

lAeutenant-Colonel  110th  Ohio  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Oumf, 

AeUj.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  M  Briy.j  3d  JJiv.j  0th  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  110th  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Camp  at  Cedar  Creek.,  Va.,  November  A  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  liegiment  in  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek  : 

eJust  before  daylight  on  tlie  10th  of  October  liring  was  heard  along 
our  picket-lines.  By  order  of  Colonel  Keifer,  the  One  hundred  and 
tenth  Begiment,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  v/as  immediately  put 
under  arms  and  awaited  orders.  In  about  an  hour’s  time  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  turning  the  left  of  the  Eighth 
Corps,  having  taken  it  by  surprise,  and  that  the  whole  line,  together 
with  that  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  was  rapidly  giving  way.  The 
Sixth  Corps  was  ordered  up  to  check  the  advancing  foe,  the  Second 
Brigade  forming  the  right  of  the  line  and  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Begiment  forming  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade.  We  advanced  to 
a  stone  wall,  near  corps  headquarters,  where  we  were  met  by  a  severe 
lire  from  the  front  and  from  the  left  liank.  The  destructiveness  of  the 
lire  and  the  falling  back  of  the  broken  lines  in  our  front  caused  us  to 
fall  back  a  short  distance  and  become  temi)orarily  detached  from  the 
brigade.  The  enemy  continued  to  advance  and  the  regiment,  with 
others,  fell  back  slowly,  making  fre(iuent  stands  in  order  to  check  his 
advance  as  much  as  possible,  until  Ave  reached  a  point  where  a  decisive 
stand  could  be  made.  We  continued  to  move  back  in  this  manner  for 
about  a  mile,  Avhen  we  rejoined  the  brigade  and  Avith  it  moved  back  to 
Avhere  the  linal  stand  Avas  made.  At  about  3  p.  m.  the  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Begiment  and  a  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
eightli  Pennsylvania  Begiment,  under  my  command,  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers  and  advanced  toA\  ard  the  edge  of  the  Avoods,  in  Avhich 
the  Third  Division  Avas  then  lying.  About  5  o’clock  I  received 
orders  to  advance  the  skirmish  line,  which  I  did,  the  lines  of  battle 
in  rear  advancing  at  the  same  time.  After  advancing  about  400 
yards  the  Avhole  of  l)oth  lines  halted.  Bapid  firing  Avas  kept  up 
for  some  time,  Avhen  Ave  again  advanced  across  a  corn-field,  Avhere  the 
lines  again  halted  and  continued  firing  until  the  enemy  gave  way  along 
the  whole  line.  The  One  hundred  and  tenth,  with  the  balance  of  the 
troo])s,  folloAved  the  retreating  and  demoralized  foe  until  AA^e  reached 
our  old  camp  I'rom  which  Ave  had  been  driven  in  the  morning. 

In  the  o])erations  of  the  day  the  regiment  lost  5  enlisted  men 
killed  and  27  Abounded. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  Oapt.  W.  Devenney,  whde 
nobly  discharging  his  duty,  fell  mortally  Avounded.  Captain  Sliellen- 
berger  was  slightly  Avounded  late  in  the  day. 

Both  officers  and  men  belnived  with  marked  coolness  and  bravery 
during  the  ^yhole  engagement,  One  of  the  enemy’s  batthi-fiags  fell  intu 
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the  hands  of  a  meinher  of  Company  K,  hut  was  afterward  given  up  to 
an  officer  of  a  New  Y'ork  regiment  in  the  Nineteenth  Corps  who 
claimed  to  have  the  first  right  to  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  BINKLEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  llOth  Ohio  Volunteers^  Coniclg.  Eegiment. 
Capt.  rJ.  J.  Bradshaw, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  2d  Brig..,  3d  Biv.j  Gth  Army  Corps. 


No.  (17. 

Report  of  Col.  William  H.  Ballj  One  hundred  and  twenty -second  Ohio 
Infantry j  of  operatio)is  tSeptemher  19-22. 


Headquarters  122d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Harrisonburg^  Va.,  September  27^  1804. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  late  engagements  at  the  Opequon 
and  at  FisheCs  Hill,  the  19th  and  22d  instant: 

TlieOnehundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  marched 
from  Clifton  at  2  o’clock  the  morning  of  the  lOth  and  formed  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  line,  two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  the  Opequon,  near  the  Berry  ville 
road,  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  my  right, 
the  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  on  my  left.  At  noon  the  regi¬ 
ment,  with  the  brigade,  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  with  the  guide  to  the 
left.  While  advancing  through  tlie  open  woods  our  lines  were  shelled 
with  great  accuracy  by  two  rebel  batteries  occupying  positions  to  our 
left.  In  passing  through  the  woods  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio 
became  detached,  leaving  my  regiment  tlie  right  of  the  rear  line  of  the 
brigade.  A  few  moments  after  we  came  ui)on  the  oiien  field  in  front, 
the  rebel  line  broke,  and  both  infantry  and  artillery  were  in  full  and 
speedy  retreat  toward  Winchester.  My  regiment,  in  common  witli  those 
in  front  and  on  my  left,  pressed  after  the  retreating  line.  The  troo^is 
on  my  right  were  checked  and  driven  back  by  the  enemy,  xiosted  in  a 
wood  hill  near  my  right.  We  moved  on,  passed  that  wood,  crossed  a  dee]) 
ravine  to  a  corn-field,  where,  there  being  no  connection  on  my  right,  I 
posted  fifty  men  to  guard  my  flank;  then  I  moved  on,  until  finding  a 
space  of  600  yards  unoccupied  on  my  right,  I  halted  the  two  regiments, 
and  the  rebels,  shortly  after,  making  some  demonstrations  at  a  third 
piece  of  woods,  I  changed  front,  by  throwing  back  my  right,  so  as  to 
correspond  with  the  rebel  position.  We  had  occupied  this  position  but 
a  short  time,  when  a  column  of  troops,  partly  concealed  by  intervening 
corn,  moved  up  from  the  rebel  left  bearing  the  U.  S.  fiag,  and  took])osi- 
tion  at  the  skirt  of  the  woods  in  front  of  my  line.  Immediately  quick 
firing  opened  from  that  line,  the  discharges  being  apparently  toward 
the  rebel  rear.  No  bullets  came  toward  us,  and  no  other  troo])S  were  in 
front  of  that  line.  I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  with  me  to 
advance  to  support  that  line,  having  no  doubt  it  was  composed  of  Fed¬ 
eral  troops  closely  engaged  Avith  the  enemy.  On  advancing  some  fifty 
])aces  we  received  an  active  fire  from  that  direction,  but  sui)posing  it 
to  be  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  beyond  we  continued  to  advance  until 
I  discoA^ered  the  fireAvas  directly  from  that  line.  Apprehending  that  a 
force  was  moving  down  the  ravine  to  our  right  and  rear,  and  that  the 
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force  ill  froiit  vas  to  detain  ns  until  cut  ofi‘,  and  every  regiment  having 
disappeared  from  tlie  front  and  left.  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire  to 
an  elevation  behind  the  ravine.  With  other  troops,  the  regiment  again 
advanced  to  the  line  from  whi.  h  we  had  retired,  and  there  remained 
under  fire  of  sharpshooters  an  hour  or  two;  then  advanced  with  the 
line  (there  being  but  one  line)  toward  Winchester,  and  assisted  in  dis- 
Xiersiug  the  rebel  army  on  the  plain  north  of  Winchester;  then  moved 
with  the  division  to  the  lieights  of  Winchester;  thence  to  the  town 
southward  to  bivouac. 

On  the  20th  marched  to  position  near  Strasbnrg.  On  the  21st  moved 
with  the  corj^s  to  the  right,  and  occupied  a  position  between  Fisher’s 
Hill  and  the  mountain,  where  we  intrenched.  On  the  22d,  at  noon, 
marched  by  the  right  flank  half  a  mile,  then  to  the  front  to  a  hill  near 
the  rebel  line.  The  left  wing  of  the  regiment  was  detached  for  the  skir¬ 
mish  line  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Granger.  Three  additional  detach¬ 
ments  were  sent  to  the  skirmish  line,  embracing  all  the  remaining  line 
ofiicers  and  eidisted  men  of  my  regiment.  Skirmishing  was  sharp  dur¬ 
ing  the  advance.  When  the  rebel  left  was  turned  by  General  Crook, 
the  regiment  charged,  with  the  brigade,  upon  the  breast-works  in  our 
front;  assisted  in  routing  the  enemy  and  chasing  him  till  dark. 

My  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  splendidly  on  both  the 
19th  and  22d.  1  beg  leave  to  name  Sergt.  Daniel  Shook,  of  Company 

G,  as  having  exhibited  distinguishing  energy  and  courage  in  both 
engagements. 

A’erv  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BALL, 

(Jo  lonely  Com  m  an  din  (j. 

Lieutenant  Gump, 

Achy.  A.S'.sT.  Adjt.  Cen.^  2d  BrUj.^  3d  Div.,  Gtk  xVrmy  Corps. 


Xo.  08. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  M.  Granger^  One  hundred  and  tieenty- second 
Ohio  Infantry^  of  operations  October  19. 

JTeADQT  AK TERS  122l)  OlIIO  A'OLTTNTEER  InF ANTRIM 

November  7',  13()4. 

Captain:  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  thp 
operations  of  this  regiment  in  the  liattle  of  (’edar  Creek,  on  tlie  19th  of 
October,  1804: 

1  was  aroused  at  daybreak  on  that  morning  by  the  sound  of  heavy 
musketry  on  the  extreme  left  of  tlie  army,  and  at  on(*e  ordered  the  regi¬ 
ment  nndei*  arms;  formed  line,  stacked  arms,  caused  the  men  to  pai'k 
their  tents  and  knaiisacks,  and  sent  the  regimental  pack  animals  to  the 
rear  and  the  headepiarters  tents,  Ac.,  to  the  brigade  wagons.  By  the 
time  this  was  done  Colonel  Ball,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  brigade,  moved  his  command  by  the  right  flank  several  hundred 
yards  in  the  direction  of  Middletown,  and  then,  by  order,  returned  to 
camp.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  driving  the  portion  of 
our  forces  engaged  to  the  west  side  of  the  turnpike,  and  bullets  began 
to  fall  on  our  ground,  and  but  a  few  moments  had  ])assed  when  we  were 
ngain  marched  by  the  right  flank  toward  Middletown.  When  just 
beyond  Sixth  Coi])s  hmidquarters  the  brigade  halted  and  faced  to  the 
right,  bringing  the*  ri^ir  rank  in  fi’ont,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
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second  being  in  the  front  line,  with  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  on  its 
right  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  on  its  left.  Being 
ordered  to  take  the  hill  near  General  Sheridaifs  headquarters,  the  line 
moved  forward  and  iny  regiment  crossed  the  creek  and  began  to  ascend 
the  opposite  slope.  A  x)art  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  passing  to  the  rear 
in  a  mass  struck  the  right  of  my  regiment  and  the  left  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  tenth  at  the  white  house  near  General  WrighCs  head(]uar- 
ters,  and  the  brigade  became  divided  in  two  parts.  The  order  for  the 
advance  was  countermanded  and  1  recrossed  the  creek,  and,  following  the 
direction  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio,  formed  on 
the  right  of  that  regiment  in  line  with  the  First  Brigade  behind  the 
crest  of  the  hill  north  of  headquarters  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  but 
immediately  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  driving  back  the  enemy, 
who  had  followed  us  closely.  He  fell  back  in  haste  and  disorder  across 
the  ravine  and  beyond  the  opposite  hill,  leaving  several  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  Betaiuing  for  a  time  the  position  thus  gained,  and  having 
no  enemy  on  our  front,  we  directed  our  fire  with  some  effect  upon  a 
column  of  rebels  then  marching  through  our  camp  ground  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  extreme  right.  Meanwhile,  another  body  of  the  enemy 
advanced  on  the  left  and  appeared  on  a  ridge  to  our  left  and  rear. 
Observing  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Brigade  in  good  line,  several 
hundred  yards  to  the  right  and  a  little  to  the  rear  of  our  thenposition, 
we  faced  about,  and  marching  to  the  left  oblique,  passed  through  a 
heavy  cross-fire,  that  occasioned  many  of  the  casualties  hereinafter  re¬ 
ported,  and  rejoined  the  brigade.  The  brigade  then  moved  under  orders 
and  with  steadiness  to  the  rear  and  found  a  line  formed  along  a  lane 
and  protected  by  hastily  piled  rails,  and  shortly  before  9  a.  m.  took 
position  on  the  left  of  this  line  in  a  wood. 

About  9.30  a.  m.  the  whole  line  was  marched  near  a  mile  to  the  rear, 
then  to  the  right  (that  is,  toward  the  turnpike),  we  being  faced  to  the 
rear,  forming  a  connection  with  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  and 
then  to  the  front  again,  taking  position  about  10  a.  m.  about  one  mile 
and  a  quarter  north  of  Middletown.  Here  the  Sixth  Maryland  was  on 
my  left  and  the  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  [Artillery]  on  my  right.  No  fir¬ 
ing  occurred  on  or  from  my  line  from  about  a  quarter  before  9  a.  m.  until 
the  general  advance  in  the  afternoon.  About  3.30  the  line  advanced,  but 
the  guide  being  to  the  left,  before  the  extreme  right  was  felt  by  the 
enemy  he  had  detected  our  movement  and  we  received  a  heavy  fire  of 
both  musketry  and  shell  from  a  force  posted  in  a  wood  on  our  right. 
Under  this  fire  a  portion  of  the  troops  on  the  right  belonging,  I  suppose, 
to  the  First  Division  were  somewhat  disordered,  being  most  exposed  to 
the  cross-fire,  and  part  of  the  Second  Division,  on  our  left,  began  to  move 
rapidly  to  the  rear.  This  caused  first,  hesitation ;  next,  a  retrograde 
movement  of  our  line;  but  order  was  almost  immediately  restored  and 
the  advance  resumed.  The  enemy  endeavored  to  hold  fast  to  a  stone 
fence  on  our  front  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  Middletown, 
and  succeeded  in  delaying  us  for  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes,  but 
advantage  being  taken  of  a  transverse  fence  and  a  sudden  and  very 
heavy  fire  opened  on  him  from  the  front  and  partially  from  the  flank  he 
fled  with  precipitation,  and  notwithstanding  several  efforts  to  reform 
his  lines  under  cover  of  the  well-directed  fire  of  a  battery  plaoed  near 
Middletown  he  was  carried  steadily  backward  until  night  fall  found  us 
on  the  bank  of  Cedar  Creek  with  our  foe  fleeing  in  utter  rout  before  our 
cavalry.  Pursuant  to  orders,  my  regiment  at  once  reoccupied  its  camp. 

A  leave  of  absence  for  Capt.  Gilbert  H.  Bargar  had  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  18th  and  was  given  him  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
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without  my  imagiuiiig'  he  would  leave  the  field,  but  he  almost  imme¬ 
diately,  Avithout  my  observing  it,  left  his  company  and  proceeded  to 
Winchester.  Before  his  leave  expired  an  order  honorably  discharging 
him  from  the  service  on  tender  of  his  resignation  was  received,  and  I 
am  unable  to  notice  his  conduct  of  the  19th  ultimo  save  in  this  manner. 
With  this  exception,  my  officers  and  much  the  greater  part  of  my  men, 
both  volunteers  and  drafted,  behaved  Avith  gallantry,  and  well  deserve 
their  share  of  the  thanks  given  by  the  President  and  the  country  for 
the  glorious  victory  of  that  day. 

I  regret  that  I  must  report  the  death  on  the  field  of  First  Lieut. 
Thomas  Kilburn,  a  most  faithful  officer,  and  the  dangerous  Avoundingof 
Second  Lieut.  Edward  li.  Hilliard.  Major  Cornyn  and  Lieutenants 
Power  and  Blondiii  were  struck,  but  continued  on  duty. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment,  as  corrected  to  date,  are;  Killed  and 
died  of  wounds — officers,  1;  men,  3;  total  4.  Wounded — officers, 
men,  31;  total,  35.  Missing — men,  0.  Aggregate,  45. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MOSES  M.  GBAKGER, 

.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  J.  Bradshaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General.,  Second  Brigade. 

Permit  me  to  refer  to  two  incidents,  each  of  interest  to  my  regiment. 
Private  Leander  McClurg,  Company  E,  One  hundred  ancktAA^enty-second 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Av^as  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the  stone  feiu^e, 
Avhere  the  enemy  had  attempted  to  check  our  adAmnce,  and  captured  a 
flag  which  a  wounded  rebel  told  him  aa  us  the  flag  of  the  Forty-fourth 
(rebel)  Virginia  Pegiment.  McClurg  continued  to  advance,  bearing 
the  color,  but  it  was  forced  from  him  by  an  officer  of  our  service  whose 
name  and  regiment  I  have  been  unable  to  learn,  the  officer  using 
threats  and  taking  advantage  of  his  rank.  The  colors  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Eegiment  Avere  the  first,  except  those  of 
the  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  planted  on  the  works 
throAvn  up  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  AAdiich  had  been  captured  by 
the  enemy  in  the  morning. 

Again,  your  obedient  servant, 

MOSES  M.  GRANGER, 

Lieut.  Col.  122d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Comdg.  Regiment. 


No.  09. 

Reports  of  Capt.  George  W.  Iloge,  One  hundred  and  twenty- sixth  Ohio 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

Headquarters  12()TH  Ohio  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  September  26,  1SG4. 

Sir;  In  compliance  Avitli  directions  of  this  date  from  the  headquar¬ 
ters  ot  the  brigade,  I  have  res})e(;tfully  to  report  the  operations  of  my 
command  at  the  late  engagements  at  tlie  Opequon  and  FislieFs  Hill,  as 
follows,  to  Avit; 

The  regiment  entered  into  the  battle  of  the  19th  instant  forming  tlie 
extreme  left  of  the  first  line  of  battle  of  the  brigade.  It  advanced  AA’ith 
the  line  over  the  open  fields,  charging  upon  that  part  of  the  enemy’s 
line  in  the  ravine,  a  feAv  rods  east  of - ’s  house,  driAung  it  in  much 
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(iolifiision  and  taking  many  prisoners.  The  advance  was  continned  to 
a  point  a  few  rods  beyond  the  lionse  (tlie  left  ot  tlie  regiment  passing 
Just  to  the  right  of  it),  where  the  line  halted;  after  which  it  continned 
in  the  line  and  participated  in  the  hnal  and  victorious  advance  in  the 
evening.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  W.  Ebright,  in  the  early  part  of  the  action 
soon  after  the  rebel  line  was  broken,  fell,  killed  by  a  musket-ball  pierc¬ 
ing  his  breast  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment;  also  Capt.  Thomas 
J.  Hyatt,  ever  consi)icuous  for  his  valor  on  the  held,  and  Lieut.  Eufus 
Eicksecker,  bravely  leading  his  company  in  his  hrst  battle,  were  killed 
near  where  the  colonel  fell.  The  strength  of  the  regiment  engaged  was 
11  ofhcers  and  about  270  enlisted  men  (30  of  whom  were  skirmishers). 
The  loss,  3  officers  and  9  men  killed,  and  3  officers  and  37  men  wounded, 
and  2  men  missing. 

On  the  21st  instant,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  in  the  movement 
of  the  corps  toward  the  right,  under  an  order  froin  the  colonel  com¬ 
manding  the  brigade,  I  moved  the  regiment  rapidly  forward  to  aid  our 
skirmishers  to  drive  back  those  of  the  enemy  who  were  strongly  x)osted 
behind  rail  defenses.  On  advancing  through  a  wood  the  right  of  the 
line  Avas  suddenly  met  by  a  galling  fire  from  the  tVont  and  right,  when 
a  imrtion  of  the  men  (many  of  them  inexperienced  soldiers)  commenced 
tiring,  ux)on  Avhich  the  line  halted.  The  right  of  the  line,  resting  on 
-ox3en  ground,  being  much  exx)osed  and  suffering  terribly  without  the 
ability  to  inffict  much  loss  on  the  enemy,  temx)orarily  gave  way,  butAAms 
easily  rallied  a*  short  distance  to  the  rear,  and  soon  after,  other  troops 
coming  uj)  and  extending  the  line  to  the  right,  aax  again  advanced  and 
the  enemy  Avas  driven  from  his  position.  The  loss  in  this  affair  Avas 
4  enlisted  men  killed  and  17  AA^ounded. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  regiment  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  line 
of  battle  of  the  brigade  in  the  advance  of  the  division  to  the  position 
it  occuined  near  the  enemy’s  AA’orks  at  the  time  his  left  Avas  turned. 
Soon  after  the  attack  by  General  Crook’s  command  was  begun,  that 
portion  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  having  commeiuied  moving  to  the 
relief  of  that  part  of  his  forces  engaged,  to  prevent  the  object  I  took 
forward  a  part  of  the  regiment,  by  order  of  the  colonel  commanding 
the  brigade,  and  made  a  feint  of  charging  his  works.  This  feint  had 
the  desired  effect,  for  the  rebels  Avere  soon  seen  hurriedly  returning, 
some  into  their  works,  but  more  rushing  i)anic-stricken  to  the  rear. 
Soon  after  the  regiment  moved  forward  in  the  grand  charge  made  by 
the  division  and  did  its  ])art  in  Avinning  the  glorious  victory  of  that 
day.  The  loss  was  1  officer  slightly  Avounded  and  2  enlisted  men  killed 
and  8  wounded. 

In  these  actions  the  officers  and  men  behaved  aa^cII,  and  the  dratted 
mcji  (some  fifty  of  Avhom  had  joined  the  regiment  as  late  as  tlie  2d 
ipstant)  vied  Avith  the  old  soldiers  in  deeds  of  Auilor,  and  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  manner  in  Avhich  they  acquitted  tiieinselves. 

The  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  u])on  me  on  the  death  of 
Colonel  Ebright. 

Accomjianying  this  report,  as  directed,  1  forward  a  nominal  list*  of 
the  casualties  occurring  in  the  foregoing  engagements.  The  loss  of  so 
many  braA^e  men  is  deeply  to  be  regretted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiwaiit, 

.  ‘  G.  W.  HOGE, 

Captain^  126th  Ohio  Yohinteers^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Gump, 

Acfg.  Asst.  Adjt.  (ien.,  Second  Brig.^  Third  I)iv.,  Si.vth  Corps. 

*  I'^viubodied  in  p]).  118,  121. 
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Headquarters  126th  Ohio  V'olunteers, 

November  3,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  headquarters  of 
the  brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  October  19  at  this  place: 

At  about  daylight,  the  Eighth  and  Mneteenth  Corps  having  been 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  the  regiment,  less  two  commissioned  officers 
and  100  men  then  on  picket  duty,  was  ordered  under  arms  at  once, 
and  after  some  maneuvering  in  changing  and  rechanging  tlie  line 
was  ordered  to  advance.  Under  this  order  we  crossed  the  creek 
near  our  preseiit  cami),  and  having  advanced  but  a  few  yards  be¬ 
yond  it,  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  crest  we  had  previously 
occupied.  In  this  crossing  and  recrossing  the  stream,  the  regiment 
was  thrown  into  considerable  confusion,  and  order  could  not  be  re¬ 
stored  until  after  passing  the  crest  in  our  rear.  Here  the  regiment 
engaged  the  advancing  columns  of  tlie  enemy,  whose  progress  was 
sensibly  checked  at  this  point  until  the  gradual  falling  back  of  our  line 
to  the  point  where  a  permanent  stand  was  made  by  the  corps.  From 
this  place  tlie  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  and  division  to  the 
left  and  into  the  woods,  resting  about  an  hour,  then  moved  in  line  of 
battle  to  the  rear  a  short  distance,  then  to  the  left,  and  again  to  the 
front.  Having  advanced  in  line  a  short  distance,  a  line  was  estab¬ 
lished  and  strengthened  by  logs,  rails,  &c.,  behind  which  we  lay  until 
about  3.60  o’clock,  when  the  line  was .  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy.  In  this  advance  the  regiment  formed  the  extreme  right  of 
the  brigade  and  was  increased  by  the  officers  and  about  twenty  men  of 
the  picket  guard.  After  considerable  l  esistance,  the  enemy  suddenly 
and  unaccountably  gave  Avay  and  retreated  precipitately  and  in  con¬ 
fusion  over  the  gronnd  they  had  gained  by  our  temyrnrary  reverse,  and 
were  followed  by  our  line  in  as  quick  time  as  possible  to  the  works 
occupied  by  the  Eighth  Corps  in  the  morning.  It  being  now  dark,  Ave 
returned  to  the  position  we  occupied  at  the  commencement  of  the 
battle,  and  having  collected  the  dead  and  wounded,  friend  and  foe,  in 
our  vicinity,  Avent  quietly  into  camp. 

Very  respectfullA',  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  HOGE, 

Captain.,  126tli  Ohio  Yolmiteers,  CommandiiKj  Eeijiment. 

Capt.  d.  J.  Bradshaav, 

Avtg.  Aniit.  Adjt.  Can..,  JJdqrs.  3(1  Orig.,  3(1  Dir.,  (lih  A.  (\ 

Statement  of  casnaltic's  in  the  reginnmt  in  the  <mgagem(‘ii1  ofOclo- 
ber  19,  LS64: 

Killed — enlisted  men,  4.  VVoumhnl — officers,  1  ;  (‘nliste<l  men,  11. 
Missing — mdisted  nuMi,  1.  Aggr(‘g;it(‘,  2.‘>. 


No.  79. 

Beporfs  of  Lieut.  John  F.  Young,  Sixtg-seventh  PennsyJrani((  Titfantrij, 
of  operatiouH  FiepUmtun'  13-33  and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Sixtv-seventh  llEirr.  Fennsa  lvania  Vols., 

FepUnnber  37,  1364. 

Lieutenant:  In  complianc(‘  with  orders,  dat(*(l  headquarters  Second 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixrh  Army  ( 'orps,  Siqitemlxn-  2(),  LSlil,  call- 
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iiig  for  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixty-seventh  Eegiroent  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers  in  the  late  engagements  at  the  Opequon  and 
Phsher’s  Hill,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

The  regiment  broke  camp  about  2  a.  m.  September  19,  1864,  near 
Berryville,  Va.,  and  taking  iq)  the  line  of  march,  left  in  front,  in  the 
column  of  the  brigade,  about  an  hour  later,  moved  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester,  Ya.  After  a  steady  march  of  about  three  hours  it 
reached  the  Opequon  Creek,  which  was  crossed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
A  short  delay  ensued  at  this  point,  when  the  regiment  again  moved 
forward,  and  after  marching  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  formed  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  the  first  line,  and  threw  out  fifty 
men,  in  charge  ol  Acting  Lieutenant  Clarke,  as  skirmishers.  There 
were  no  troops  at  this  time  on  the  right  of  the  regiment.  Brisk  skir¬ 
mishing  began  as  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  and  the  skirmish  line 
advanced  about  500  yards,  driving  the  enemy  before  it.  About  10  a.  m. 
the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  came  up  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  some  300  or  400  yards  in  the  rear.  Nearly  an  hour  elapsed  before 
the  skirmish  line  of  that  corps  connected  with  the  skirmishers  in  front 
of  the  regiment.  Between  11  and  12  m.  the  line,  guiding  left,  charged 
and  drove  the  enemy  about  a  mile,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps  no  longer  connected  with  the  regiment  on  the 
right,  but  had  separated  from  it,  leaving  an  interval  of  about  5()0  yards, 
and  that  the  enemy  were  taking  advantage  of  the  break  in  our  line. 
The  troops  on  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  had  already  been 
fianked  and  were  giving  way  in  confusion.  The  regiment  continued  to 
advance,  however,  until  the  whole  brigade  began  to  fall  back,  wEen  the 
order  to  march  in  retreat  was  given.  I  may  mention  that  at  the  time 
the  line  began  to  fall  back  the  regiment  was  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  a  battery  of  the  enemjq  which  they  were  endeavoring  to  draw  away 
by  hand,  a  part  of  which,  at  least,  would  undoubtedly  have  been  cap¬ 
tured  had  it  not  been  for  the  break  in  the  line  mentioned  above.  When 
‘the  regiment  attempted  to  fall  back  it  was  found  impossible  to  do  so 
in  any  other  way  than  to  the  left,  along  the  line,  as  the  enemy  had  an 
enfilading  fire  on  the  line  and  were  almost  in  its  rear.  The  regiment 
fell  back  to  the  Winchester  and  Berryville  turnpike,  where  it  was  rallied, 
and  again  advanced  to  within  easy  range  of  the  enemy’s  line  where  it 
was  halted  over  an  hour.  About  4  or  5  p.  m.  skirmishers  were  again 
thrown  forward  and  another  advance  was  made.  With  the  exception  of 
a  brief  halt  on  tlie  edge  of  tlie  plain  near  Winchester,  the  regiment 
advanced  steadily  Avitli  the  line  from  the  point  last  mentioned  until 
it  reached  the  heights  at  Winchester;  it  then  rested  for  a  short  time, 
when  it  moved  by  the  flank  through  the  town  of  Winchester  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night  about  two  miles  south  of  that  place.  During 
this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  9  killed,  28  wounded,  and  4  missing. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  regiment  again  resumed  the  march  in  the 
column  of  the  brigade  and  reached  Strasburg  the  same  day.  About 
1  p.  m.  on  the  21stinstant,  the  regiment  again  took  up  the  line  of  march 
and  moved  toward  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  lines  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  Owing 
to  the  1‘esistance  made  by  the  enemy  it  did  not  reach  the  point  where 
it  halted  during  the  night  until  between  9  and  10  p.  m.  A  portion  of 
the  night  and  of  the  morning  following  were  consumed  in  erecting 
breast- works.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant,  about  11  o’clock, 
the  regiment  formed  line  of  battle,  with  the  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Ohio  Volunteers  on  the  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  left,  and  advanced  to  and  occupied  a 
hill  within  a  few  huhdred  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  works.  It 
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remained  at  this  point  under  the  fire  ol*  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters 
until  about  0  p.  m.  A  charge  was  then  made  upon  the  enemy,  who  lied 
in  great  confusion  from  their  works.  In  a  fort  on  the  line  of  the  enemy’s 
works,  which  the  regiment  was  among  the  first  to  reach,  was  captured 
a.  cannon,  and  a  little  farther  on  some  twelve  or  fifteen  inisoners,  in¬ 
cluding  a  colonel.  The  pursuit  was  continued  witli  the  greatest  vigor 
until  night,  which  closed  the  contest,  found  tlie  colors  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  planted  on  the  turnpike  leading  from  Wincliester  to  Staunton. 
The  regiment  lost  but  seven  men  wounded  during  this  day’s  engage¬ 
ment. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  YOUNG, 

First  Lieut,  and  Ad/L,  Conuhf.  G/th  Regiment  PenusijJvania  Vols. 

Lieut.  John  A.  Gump, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  T)iv.,  Gth  Armg  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Sixty-seventh  Eegt.  Pennsylvania  A^ols., 

Xovember  25,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  in  compliance 
with  circular  dated  headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixth 
Army  Corps,  November  — ,  1804,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  on  the  19th  day  of 
October,  1864: 

Thej'egiment  on  that  day  was  encamped  on  a  ridge  near  Cedar  Creek, 
A^a.,  and  connected  with  tlie  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  A'olunteers  on  the  right  and  a  regiment  of  the  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps  on  the  left.  About  daylight  a  heavy  discharge  of  musketry  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  that  part  of  the  line  held  by  the  Eighth  Army 
Corps — the  left.  The  regiment  was  immediately  placed  under  arms. 
Orders  to  that  etfect  were  received  soon  after,  and  were  followed  by 
orders  to  pack  up,  the  firing  in  the  meantime  continuing,  only  much 
nearer  than  when  first  heard  and  farther  to  the  rear  on  the  left  flank  of 
our  lines.  A  dense  fog  prevailed,  which  lasted  from  daylight  until  about 
10  a.  m.,  rendering  it  impossible  to  see  farther  than  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards.  About  6  a.  m.  the  regiment,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  moved  by 
the  right  flank,  following  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  PennsyL 
vania  Volunteers  several  hundred  yards  in  the  direction  from  which 
the  firing  proceeded,  when  it  was  ordered  to  right-about  and  return 
double  quick  to  the  ground  originally  occupied.  This  order  had  hardly  , 
been  conpilied  with  when  orders  were  again  received  to  move  in  the 
same  direction,  as  on  the  occasion  first  mentioned.  After  reaching  a 
])oint  wseveral  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  house  occu[)ied  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Bheridan  as  his  headquarters  line  of  battle'was  formed,  with  the 
One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  right. 
It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  but  little  over  one-half  the  regiment 
\vas  present,  a  picket  detail  of  100  hien,  with  the  proper  number  of  offi¬ 
cers,  having  been  taken  from  it  the  day  before,  which  had  not  yet 
been  relieved.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  our  front  and 
on  the  left  flank.  The  line  of  battle  just  alluded  to  had  scarcely  been 
formed  when  the  troops  immediately  in  front  fell  back  through  our 
ranks  in  considerable  confusion,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy.  The 
regiment,  however,  maintained  its  line,  though  not  Avithout  losing  some 
men,  who  were  carried  back  with  the  crowd  which  kept  i)ouring  to  the 
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rear,  aud  sliortly  afterward,  about  9  n.  in.,  made  an  adA^ance  of  about  200 
yarcls  beyond  a  ditch,  from  Ydiich  it  drove  the  enemy,  capturing’  fourteen 
prisoners.  It  remained  at  this  jioint  about  twenty  minutes,  vdien,  find¬ 
ing  itself  unsupported  either  on  the  right  or  left,  and  that  tlie  enemy  Avas 
rapidly  turning  the  left  fiank  of  the  army,  it  Avas  obliged  to  lall  back. 
From  this  time  until  the  line  Avas  reformed  on  a  road  about  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  wliere  it  Avas  originally  formed  the  regiment  fell  back  slowly, 
rallying  and  firing  as  often  as  an  attempt  by  any  part  of  the  line  v  as 
made  to  do  so.  The  ground  OA^er  ANdiich  it  fought  Avas  undulating  in 
its  character  and  entirely  free  from  timber.  It  Avas  about  12  m.  when 
the  line  was  reformed  as  just  mentioned.  The  regiment  joined  the 

- Ohio  on  the  right  and  the  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers  on  the 

left.  FolloAving  the  Sixth  Maryland,  it  imwed  by  the  left  fiank  about 
half  a  mile  in  the  direction  of  the  Winchester  turnpike,  when  it  halted 
in  a  piece  of  woodland  and  threw  up  temporary  breast- works.  It 
remained  at  this  point  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  AA’hole  brigade 
moved  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  and  took  up  another 
l)osition.  But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  until  the  brigade  Avas  again  in 
motion,  and,  moving  by  the  left  fiank,  it  proceeded  to  a  run  Avithin  200 
or  300  yards  of  the  Winchester  turnpike.  Line  v  as  tlien  formed  and 
an  advance  made  of  about  one  mile.  At  this  point, Avhere  t})e  line  halted, 
breast  works  of  logs  and  rails  AAmre  hastily  constructed,  after  AAiiich 
the  trooi^s  enjoAxd  a  rest  of  about  two  hours.  About  3  p.  m.  a  general 
adA’ance  began.  By  this  time  a  large  i)ortion  of  the  X)icket  detail  men¬ 
tioned  aboA^e  had  succeeded,  after  much  difficulty,  in  joining  the  regi¬ 
ment.  In  the  advance  Avhich  then  ensued  half  a  mile,  perhaps,  had 
been  passed  OAmr  when  the  line  Avas  jiiet  by  a  heav\y  fire  of  mitsketry 
from  the  enemy,  aa’Iio  was  posted  behind  a  breasf-Avork  of  rails  on  the 
edge  of  the  aa  oods  through  AAffiich  we  Avere  advancing.  The  fire  Avas 
returned  AAdth  great  spirit,  and  the  line  was  still  moving  forAvard  when 
some  troops  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  (belonging,  I  belierm,  to  the 
Eighth  Army  Corps)  gave  way  in  confusion,  Avhich  led  to  the  belief  that 
our  line  was  fianked,  and  caused  it  to  fall  back  to  the  breast-Avorks 
from  which  we  started.  The  line  Avas  immediately  reformed  and  the 
advance  renewed;  the  enemy  Avas  driven  from  the  i)osition  Avhich  he 
held,  and  the  line  took  up  a  position  behind  a  stone  fence  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  beyond.  Here  a  halt  of  abouthalf  an  hour  occurred,  during  Avhich 
time  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up,  Avhich,  as  AA’as  subsequently  discovered, 
infiicted  upon  the  enemy  a  severe  loss.  At  the  expiration  of  tlie  time 
named  the  line  again  moAmd  foiAvard,  ('harging  and  driving  the  enemy 
in  confusion  from  every  ])Osition  he  attempted  to  hold,  until  it  reached 
the  Avorks  Avhieli  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  had  been  compelled  to 
abandon  in  the  morning.  The  regimcmt  in  this  ad\mnee  kei)t  to  the  right 
of  MiddletoAvn  until  it  had  ])assed  that  jfiace  about  300  yards,  AAdnm  it 
('I'ossed  over  to  left  side  of  the  turnpike.  Before  reaching  the  ground 
oceaqfied  by  our  troops  in  the  morning  it  recrossed  the  ])ike,  and  as  the 
cavalry  had  already  taken  up  the  pursuit  of  the  dying  enemy  and  night 
was  at  hand,  it  jdanted  its  ('olors  omthe  breast-Avorks  last  above  named 
in  advance  of  all  others,  and  aAvaited  orders.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  this  day’s  battle  was  3  killed,  20  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

A^erv  respectfulh’,  A^our  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  YOUNG, 

First  TAeiit.  and  Adjt.,  Femdg.  thirty -serenth  Ponisyi rania  Vols. 

Capt.  J.  T.  IloRi^E, 

Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  (irn.,  Yd  Brig.,  .‘id  Bir.,  (ith  j\rmy  ('orps. 
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No.  71. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Leivis  A.  May,  One  hundred  and  thirty -eighth  Fennsyl-, 
vania  Infantry,  of  operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

PIeadquarters  138th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

September  27,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received,  I  liave  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  operations  of  this  command  in  the  engagements 
at  the  Opeqnon  and  Fisher’s  Hill: 

At  2  a.  m.  19th  instant  we  broke  camp  at  Clifton  and  marched  to  the 
Winchester  turnpike,  thence  toward  the  Opeqnon,  which  we  crossed 
shortly  after  daylight,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  Winchester.  This  regiment  constituted  a  portion 
of  the  first  line  of  the  brigade,  and  when  the  advance  was  ordered 
moved  promptly  forward,  in  connection  with  the  Sixth  Maryland  and 
Sixty- seven  til  Pennsylvania  regiments,  on  our  right  and  left.  When 
the  lines  of  the  corps  fell  back  after  the  first  charge  the  order  of  battle 
was  preserved  as  well  as  could  be,  although  some  confusion  existed. 
The  troops  were  rallied,  and  when  the  grand  advance  was  made  we 
moved  forward  under  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  driving 
the  rebels  before  us,  inflicting  and  sutfering  severe  losses.  We  shared 
in  the  pursuit  until  darkness  ensued,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in 
the  outskirts  of  Winchester.  During  the  engagement  Colonel  McClen- 
uan,  commanding  the  regiment  on  foot,  became  exhausted  from  the 
efiects  of  overexertion  and  a  late  sickness,  and  was  compelled  to 
relinquish  the  command  to  me,  which  I  at  once  assumed.  The  behavior 
of  both  officers  and  men  was  highly  creditable.  Capts.J.  S.  Stuckey, 
James  IP.  VAlter,  J.  W.  Feight,  and  Lieut.  J.  P.  Iredell  fell  severely 
wounded  in  the  engagement  while  in  the  gallant  and  prompt  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duties.  Our  loss  was — killed,  wounded,  4  officers  and 
37*  men  5  missing,  3. 

On  the  20th  the  command  marched  to  near  Strasburg,  and  on  the 
21st  this  division  moved  to  the  extreme  right,  where,  after  considerable 
skirmishing,  a  i)osition  was  taken  and  fortified.  On  the  22d  instant, 
about  noon,  we  moved  from  our  works  to  the  right  and  advanced  up  a 
gully  or  ravine  toward  the  rebel  left,  where  we  lay  in  front  of  a  strong 
earth  work  until  about  5  p.  m.,  when  a  charge  was  ordered  and  made 
simultaneonsly  with  a  movement  by  the  Eighth  Cor}>s,  which  turned 
the  enemy’s  left  flank  and  resulted  in  his  utter  rout,  the  caidure  of 
artillery,  prisoners,  ammunition,  sniall-arms,  Ac.,  and  another  glorious 
victory  for  Sheridan’s  army,  with  but  trilling  loss.  Our  regiment  bore 
an  honorable  part  in  this  battle.  Its  colors  reached  the  rebel  works 
third  in  order,  and  about  seventy-five  prisoners  were  taken  and 
accredited  to  it;  many  others,  however,  were  passed  by  and  fell  into 
the  hands  of  other  troops,  as  the  men  were  more  anxious  to  follow  up 
the  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy  than  to  tarry  with  ca])tures. 

I  can  recommend  the  ofiicers  and  men  of  tlie  entire  regiment  engaged 
for  general  good  conduct,  but  would  not  attem])t  to  single  out  individual 
cases  of  bravery,  for  all  participated  with  good  will  and  determination. 

Our  losses  at  Fisher’s  Hill  were  1  killed  and  3  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  A.  MAY, 

Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  A.  Gump, 

Actg.  A  sst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  3d  J)iv.,  6th  Arrny  Corps. 

*  I>iit  «co  revised  table,  p.  113.  *  -  _ 
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Headquarters  138th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

November  22^  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  my 
command  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  Va. : 

While  the  troops  were  sleejiiiig  that  memorable  morning,  and  just 
before  daylight,  the  enemy  attacked  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines  and 
became  heavily  engaged  with  Crook’s  command  on  the  front  and  flank. 
The  sound  of  cannon  and  musketry  soon  brought  all  hands  to  their 
posts,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  immediately  afterw^ard  received  from 
brigade  headquarters  the  men  w^ere  formed  info  line  and  arms  stacked, 
in  readiness  for  any  emergency;  shortly  after  tents  were  struck  and 
everything  packed  up  by  orders  from  the  same  authority.  The  regi¬ 
ment,  after  marching  and  countermarching  with  the  division,  finally 
got  a  position,  with  the  Mnth  ^^^ew  York  Artillery  on  the  right  and  the 
One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  New  York  Infantry  on  the  left.  The 
stragglers  and  scattered  remnants  of  Crook’s  and  some  of  Emory’s  com¬ 
mands  now  came  rushing  through  our  lines,  and  the  rebels  became 
numerous  in  our  front.  The  engagement  with  our  lines  opened  sharply 
and  an  advance  was  made  for  a  short  distance,  but  the  withdrawal  of 
other  portions  of  the  line  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  do  likewise. 
About  9  o’clock  the  whole  line  retired  a  distance  of  some  three-quarters 
of  a  mile,  when  a  respectable  line  was  established  behind  a  stone  wall. 
We  remained  there  about  an  hour  when  the  entire  line  fell  back  about 
a  mile,  just  beyond  Middletowm.  An  advance  was  made  a  short  distance 
and  a  new  and  tolerably  strong  line  formed  in  a  woods  to  the  northwest 
of  the  town.  Eail  and  other  temporary  works  were  throwji  up  by  the 
troops,  and  this  regiment,  with  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio,  was 
placed  ujmn  the  picket  line,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  Binkley. 
The  tiring  on  the  skirmish  line  was  kept  up  briskly,  with  a  few  casual¬ 
ties  as  a  consequence  in  my  regiment.  About  3  p.  m.  our  lines  advanced 
and  after  the  skirmish  line  had  been  passed  both  regiments  were 
ordered  to  join  the  advancing  column,  which  they  did  as  S])eedily  as 
jiossible.  Our  lines  sufl'ered  a  temporary  check  and  we  remained  in 
one  position  about  half  an  hour,  when  another  general  advance  was 
made  and  the  rebels  were  driven  in  confusion  from  our  front.  The 
pursuit  was  kept  up  until  our  old  camping- grounds  Avere  reached,  and 
afterward  by  tlie  cavalry  with  glorious  results. 

My  regiment  sustained  the  following  casualties  in  the  day’s  engage¬ 
ment:  Commissioned  officers  Avounded,  4;  enlisted  men  killed,  2;  en¬ 
listed  men  Avounded,  36;  total,  42. 

First  LieuL  J.  A.  Gump,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the 
staff  of  the  brigade  commander,  and  Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Cloward,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Avere  seriously  AA’^ounded  andhaA^e  since  died  from  their  injuries. 
Both  these  officers  are  much  lamented  and  their  memory  Avill  be 
respected  by  the  entire  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  A.  MAY, 

Major^  Commmiding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  T.  Borer, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..  2d  Brig.j  3d  I)iv.,  6th  Army  Corps, 
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Xo.  72. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  H.  lompMns^  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery^ 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brigade,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

September  27,  1861. 

Major  :  I  liave  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
takeu  by  this  command  in  the  engagements  at  the  Oi)eqnon  and  at 
Fisher’s  Hill : 

As  soon  as  the  lines  were  established,  First  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  First  Lient.  W.  H.  Johnson  commanding,  was  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  near  the  right  of  the  corps  line,  and  Fifth 
Maine,  Capt.  G.  T.  Stevens,  on  the  left  of  First  New  York  Battery;  M, 
Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Capt.  James  McKnight,  and  C,  First  Khode  Island 
Light  Artillery,  First  Lient.  J.  H.  Lamb  commanding,  were  sent  across  the 
ravine  and  placed  in  ])osition — M,  Fifth  United  States,  on  extreme  left 
of  corps  line,  and  C,  First  Khode  Island,  in  corn-field,  a  short  distance  to 
the  right  of  M,  Fifth  United  States.  In  this  position,  on  the  first  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  lines,  these  four  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries  and  infantry.  As  the  lines  were  advanced  these  batteries  were 
ordered  forward,  the  two  on  the  left  directly  to  the  front,  while  First 
New  York  Independent  and  Fifth  Maine  went  on  the  right  of  the  pike 
some  600  yards  to  the  front  and  took  xiosition,  the  First  New  York  to 
fire  directly  to  the  front  and  the  Fifth  Maine  to  fire  to  the  right,  to 
silence  a  battery  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Coiqis. 
In  this  position  the  batteries  on  the  right  met  the  charge  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  was  repulsed  and  the  enemy  had 
Xiassed  the  right  flank  of  the  First  New  Y^ork  I  ordered  its  withdrawal 
to  the  ridge,  about  100  yards  in  rear  and  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Maine. 
To  the  front  and  right  of  this  position  the  enemy  was  checked,  the 
Fifth  Maine  enfilading  his  line  with  canister,  and  finally  was  driven  to 
the  cover  of  the  woods.  A,  Massachusetts  Artillery,  Caxit.  W.  H. 
McCartney,  and  G,  First  Khode  Island  Light  Artillery,  Cajit.  G.  W. 
Adams,  were  then  xflaced  in  xmsition  on  left  of  xnke  ox)X)osite  First  New 
York  and  Fifth  Maine.  From  this  x:)Osition  of  the  batteries  the  enemy’s 
infantry  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the  12-xionnder  batteries,  while  the 
rifled  guns  were  turned  on  his  batteries  in  the  direction  of  Winchester. 
At  the  time  the  line  was  advanced,  at  4  x>.  m..  Fifth  Maine,  First  New 
York,  A,  Massachusetts,  and  G,  First  Khode  Island,  Avere  moved  up 
the  x)ike.  A,  Massachusetts,  was  xflaced  in  x>osition  on  left  of  x)ike  and 
engaged  a  battery  of  the  enemy  at  800  yards,  and  Avith  G,  First  Khode 
Island,  drove  it  from  the  xiosition,  Avhicli  enabled  it  to  enfilade  the  lines  of 
the  Second  Division.  In  this  the  enemy’s  battery  lost  two  limbers 
broken,  eight  horses  killed,  and  several  men.  At  this  time  First  New 
York  Avas  x>ut  in  battery  on  right  of  G,  First  Khode  Island,  and  all 
opened  on  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  then  on  his  battery  as  soon  as  it 
develox:>ed  its  second  xiosition.  The  Ihfth  IMaine  Avas  then  moved  uj) 
the  pike  with  the  infantry  to  the  left  of  brick  house  betAveeii  First  and 
Third  Brigades,  Second  ^Division,  and  opened,  firing  at  the  enemy’s 
lines  in  front  of  and  to  the  right  of  Winchester.  As  the  lines  advanced 
A,  Massachusetts,  took  position  on  left  of  the  brick  house,  left  of  the 
Xiike,  on  ground  just  left  by  the  enemy,  and  there  ox)ened  fire  to  the  left 
of  Winchester;  G,  First  Khode  Island,  was  sent  to  the  line  of  First 
DiAusion  on  right  of  pike.  The  enemy  still  falling  ra]fldly  behind  Win¬ 
chester,  the  remaining  batteries  Avere  brought  ux).  A,  Massachusetts 
Artillery,  G  and  C,  First  Khode  Island  Artillery,  Avere  again  advanced 
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aud  opeuiug’  on  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the  crest  beyond  Winchester, 
on  the  Strasbiirg  pike,  drove  it  from  its  position;  the  rest  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  were  held  in  reserve.  This  was  the  last  position  of  the  batteries, 
and  near  it  the  brigade  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

I  cannot  speak  in  two  high  terms  of  the  condind  of  tlie  officers  and 
men  of  the  command.  Particular  mention  should  be  made  of  Capt.  G. 
T.  Stevens,  commanding  Fifth  Alaine  Battery,  and  of  Fiist  Lieut. 
W.  H.  Johnson,  commanding  First  New  York  Independent  Battery,  for 
the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  batteries  when  charged 
on  by  the  enemy,  at  which  time  Lieutenant  Johnson  was  severely 
wounded.  Capt.  W.  H.  McCartney,  commanding  A,  Massachusetts 
Artillery,  worked  his  battery,  as  nsual,  magnificently. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  tlie  statement  of  loss  in 
wounded  and  killed,  expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  loss  in  horses  and 
material:  Wounded,  First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Johnson,  commanding  First 
New  York  Independent,  and  16  enlisted  men;  expenditure,  2,508  rounds 
of  ammunition  of  all  kinds;  wheel,  broken  by  shot,  1  (Fifth  Maine); 
si)onge ‘Staves,  2  ;  axle,  1  (C,  First  Bhode  Island). 

In  the  engagement  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  on  the  21st,  A,  Massachusetts 
Artillery,  Capt.  W.  H.  McCartney,  Avas  placed  in  })osition  in  front  of 
First  Hivision  to  operate  on  the  enemy’s  line,  and  expended  fifty- 
five  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  the  22d,  early  in  the  morning,  G,  First  Biiode  Island  Artillery, 
Capt.  G.  W.  Adams,  Avas  placed  on  the  line  near  the  right  of  Second 
Hivision,  and  opened  on  the  enemy  and  covered  the  adA^ance  of  the 
Third  Hivision.  When  the  Third  Hivision  inoAaMl  out,  the  First  NeAv 
York  and  Fifth  Maine  occupied  their  Avorks.  At  1  p.  m.,  from  the  left 
of  First  Hivision  line.  A,  Massachusetts  Artillery,  engaged  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  with  good  effect.  Later  in  the  afternoon  A,  Massachusetts 
Artillery,  from  an  advanced  position,  again  eitgaged  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries  in  front  of  First  Hivision;  and  when  the  lines  adA^anced,  G, 
First  Bhode'  Island,  C,  First  Bhode  Island,  and  First  NeAv  York  Avere 
advanced  to  the  front  of  the  Avorks,  and  shelled  the  enemy  in  their 
Avorks,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  front  and  to  the  left.  At* 4  p.  m.  a 
section  of  C,  First  Bhode  Island,  Avas  sent  to  the  center  of  the  line,  and 
opened  fire  from  that  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folloAving  statement  of  losses  and 
expenditures  21st  and  22d  instant:  Wounded,  I  enlisted  man;  ex¬ 
penditure,  761  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Becapitulation :  Wounded — First  Lieut.  W.  II.  Johnson,  First 
New  York  Independent  Battery  (ll)th);  enlisted  men,  16  on  19th,  I 
on  22d;  total,  17.  Horses  killed,  8;  Avheel,  broken  by  shot,  1;  sponge 
staves,  2;  axle,  1;  anununition  of  all  kinds,  3,269  rounds. 

To  tlie  following-named  officers  of  my  staff  I  am  expressly  indebted 
for  valuable  assistance,  and  Avould  respectfully  recommend  them  to  the 
major-general  commanding  for  ])romotion  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
('.onduct  in  both  engagements:  First  Lieut.  E.  N.  Whittier,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general.  Fifth  Maine  Battery;  First  Lieut.  J.  K. 
Bucklyu,  acting  aide-de-camp.  First  Bhode  Island  Light  Artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  several  bat¬ 
tery  commanders. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  TOMPKINS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

Maj.  C.  A.  AViitttier, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gene ral^  ISixth  Annij  Corps. 
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No.  73. 

Report  of  Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens,  Fifth  Maine  Battery ^  of  operations 

September  19  and  22. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Battery  Maine  Volunteers^ 

'  Near  Harrisonburg.,  Fa.,  September  26 j  1864. 

Keport  of  the  jiart  performed  by  the  Fifth  Battery  Maine  Volunteers 
at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  September  19,  and  the  battle  of  Strasburg, 
September  22,  1804 : 

On  the  19th  the  battery  was  first  ordered  into  position  near  the  right 
of  the  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  one  section  being  placed  on  the 
right,  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike. 
When  our  lines  advanced  the  battery  opened  with  solid  shot,  expend¬ 
ing  twelve  or  fifteen  rounds.  The  battery  was  then  moved  to  the  front 
some  400  yards,  and  went  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  pike.  At 
this  point  the  battery  was  the  most  hotly-engaged  for  the  day,  playing 
mostly  upon  the  enemy’s  infantry  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps.  The  next,  or  third  position,  was  some  300  yards  in  front  of  the 
last  mentioned.  From  this  position  the  battery  was  moved  by  direction 
of  Col.  C.  H.  Tompkins  up  the  pike  toward  Winchester,  some  1,000  or 
1,200  yards,  and  went  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  jiike  near  a 
brick  house.  The  next  position  where  the  battery  was  engaged  was  on 
the  plain,  within  1,200  or  1,400  yards  of  Winchester.  More  ammuni¬ 
tion  was  expended  in  the  second  x>osition  than  all  the  rest  combined. 
The  losses  and  exxienditures  were  as  follows :  Wounded,  men,  6.  Ammu¬ 
nition — shot,  283 ;  shell,  66  5  case,  220 ;  canister,  39  5  total,  608.  Material — 
wheel,  1;  handsxfike,  1;  worm  and  staff,  1. 

At  Strasburg,  September  22,  the  battery  was  in  position,  but  not 
engaged,  there  being  no  position  near  where  the  light  12-xiounder  gun 
could  be  effectually  used.  On  tlie  evening  of  the  22d  the  battery  took 
from  the  battle-field  3  guns  of  the  enemy,  2  limbers,  4  horses,  4  sets  of 
harness,  together  with  30  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Most  resx)ectfully  submitted. 

G.  T.  STEVENS, 

Captain,  Commanding  Fifth  Battery  Maine  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  E.  N.  Whittier, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Sixth  Corps. 


"  No.  74. 

Repifrt  of  Capt.  William  H.  McCartney,  First  Massaclmsetts  Battery, 
of  operations  September  19-22. 

Camp  Battery  A,  Massachusetts  Artillery, 

Near  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  26,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  rei)ort  of  the  ox)er- 
ations  of  this  batteiy  during  the  late  movement  from  camj)  near  Berry¬ 
ville  to  this  xdace: 

On  the  morning  oi'  the  19th  of  Se])temb(‘r  this  battery  moved  to  ;i 
position  about  thr(‘e  miles  from  Winchest(‘r,  near  the  0])e(juon  (h(‘ek, 
in  siii)xi()rt  of  the  First  Division  of  this  coi*])s,  Avher(‘  it  was  engaged 
for  a  short  time.  During  the  day  the  battery  changed  x>osition  foui* 
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times,  following  up  the  infantry  line  as  it  advanced,  being  engaged 
considerably  in  each  position,  the  last  position  being  on  tlte  left  and 
south  of  Winchester.  Kothing  of  particular  note  occurred  during  the 
day’s  engagement,  except  at  the  time  of  the  advance,  at  about  4  p.  m., 
of  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps.  As  that  division  advanced  a 
smooth-bore  battery  of  the  enemy  opened  an  enfilading  fire  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  division,  doing  considerable  damage.  This  battery  then 
took  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  turnpilve  leading  into  Winchester,  at 
about  800  yards  from  the  enemy’s  battery.  This  battery  had  been 
engaged  in  this  last-mentioned  position  but  a  few  minutes,  and  had 
expended  about  seven ty-five  rounds  of  solid  shot,  when  the  enemy  with- 
.drew  his  battery  to  a  crest  farther  to  his  rear.  The  next  morning  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy’s  battery  lost,  in  the  position  where  this 
battery  engaged  it,  two  limbers  smashed  up,”  eight  horses,  and  several 
men.  This  battery  suffered  no  loss  of  men  during  the  engagement 
of  the  19th  instant,  and  but  two  horses,  and  expended  262  rounds  of 
ammunition,  as  follows:  solid  shot,  102;  shell,  10;  case-shot,  150. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  battery  marched  to  Strasburg,  and  was  not 
engaged  during  that  day.  On  the  21st  instant  this  battery  was  put  in 
position  on  the  right  of  this  cor])s;  operated  principally  on  the  enemy’s 
skirmish  line,  expending  57  rounds  of  ammunition,  as  follows:  solid  shot, 
25 ;  case-shot,  32 ;  and  sufiered  no  loss  of  men  or  horses. 

On  the  22d  this  battery  was  in  position  twice;  the  first  time  at  about 
1  o’clock,  when  it  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division  of 
this  corps,  and  was  engaged  with  a  battery  of  the  enemy;  it  was  sup- 
I)osed  with  success,  as  the  enemy’s  battery  ceased  firing  while  this 
battery  was  operating  on  it.  In  the  afternoon,  at  the  time  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  advance  of  our  lines,  this  battery  took  a  position  in  rear  of  Second 
Division  of  this  corps,  on  a  crest,  from  which  was  obtained  an  enfilad¬ 
ing  fire  on  a  rifle-pit  and  battery  of  the  enemy.  I  am  informed  that 
this  battery  did  good  service  in  this  last-mentioned  position.  The 
battery  lost  during  the  engagement  of  the  22d  instant— one  sergeant, 
T.  F.  Longley,  wounded  in  the  forehead  by  a  fragment  of  case-shot; 
no  horses ;  and  expended  188  rounds  of  ammunition,  as  follows :  solid 
shot,  82;  case-shot,  85;  shell,  21;  and  have  not  been  engaged  since. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

W.  H.  McOAETNEY, 

Captain ,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  E.  N.  Whittier, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  ArtiUery  Brigade^  Sixth  Corps. 


Yo.  75. 

Beports  o  f  Lieut.  Orsam  us  K.  Van  Etten,  First  Eea^  York  Battery.^  of 
operations  September  19-Oetoher  19. 

Camp  First  New  York  Independent  Battery, 

October  18j  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  New  York  Independ¬ 
ent  Battery  left  camp  September  19  at  2  a.  m.,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Johnson;  marched  toward  Winchester  at  7  a.  m.;  halted 
in  a  ravine  for  an  hour;  was  then  ordered  into  position  about  one  mile 
from  the  enemy.  W e  were  shelled  pretty  sharply  for  about  an  hour,  and 
we  shelled  the  enemy  in  return  as  well  as  we  could.  About  9  a.  m.  tlje 
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infantry  advanced,  and  we  advanced  with  them  some  1,200  yards;  came 
into  position  within  close  range  of  the  enemy  under  a  sharp  fire.  Wliile 
coming  into  position  Lieutenant  Johnson  was  shot  through  the  leg,  and  I 
took  command  of  the  battery.  I  held  the  battery  in  this  position  as  long 
as  the  infantry  held  their  line  in  my  front,  and  when  they  fell  back  I  fell 
back  with  them,  diawing  the  pieces  by  hand  until  the  rise  of  ground 
was  some  protection  to  us,  then  limbered  up.  Moved  to  the  rear  some 
200  yards,  and  took  position  on  the  rise  of  ground  just  in  rear  of  the 
infantry  line,  my  horses  being  sheltered  soniewliat  by  this  rise  of 
ground.  There  I  did  as  much  destruction  to  the  advancing  enemy  as 
I  could  with  the  pieces,  one  having  been  disabled  by  the  breaking  of 
an  axle  from  the  recoil  of  the  gun,  and  had  been  sent  to  the  rear.  The 
successful  charge  being  made,  we  enjoyed  an  hour’s  rest;  was  then 
ordered  to  be  ready  to  follow  up  another  attack  that  was  soon  to  be 
made.  As  the  troops  advanced  we  moved  forward  to  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  we  had  fallen  back  from.  Did  not  fire  any  from  this  point,  as  I 
was  afraid  of  firing  on  our  own  men.  Was  soon  ordered  to  move  up 
the  pike  toward  Winchester  about  1,200  yards;  came  in  position 
under  a  heavy  fire;  I  replied  as  well  as  I  could;  was  ordered  to  con¬ 
tinue  firing  at  tliis  point  until  tlie  enemy  ceased  firing;  then  moved  on 
toward  Winchester.  We  halted  one  mile  from  town,  and  about  dark 
were  ordered  into  park  for  the  night,  half  a  mile  from  town,  having 
had  6  men  wounded,  2  horses  killed  and  2  wounded,  and  expended  585 
rounds  of  fixed  ammunition — 195  percussion,  2(30  case,  120  time. 

September  20,  moved  at  5  a.  m.  toward  Strasburg,  fifteen  miles,  and 
camped.  September  21,  ordered  to  be  harnessed  at  5  a.  m.;  unhar¬ 
nessed  at  7  a.  m.  September  22,  ordered  to  be  harnessed  at  daylight; 
moved  at  6  a.  m.  two  miles;  halted  two  hours;  then  moved  on  a  little 
farther  and  went  into  position;  fired  five  shots  from  this  point,  then 
moved  still  nearer  the  enemy  and  opened  fire.  After  holding  this  posi¬ 
tion  a  short  time  I  moved  out  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  all  the 
Sixth  Corps  batteries.  From  this  point  1  fired  by  sections;  did  not 
receive  much  shelling  in  return.  Night  closed  the  scene,  having  ex¬ 
pended  105  rounds  fixed  ammunition — 4(3  percussion,  41  case,  18  time. 
No  men  or  horses  killed  or  wounded.  I  waited  one  hour  for  orders, 
then  moved  all  night  toward  Woodstock.  At  4  a,  m.  halted  one  hour, 
then  moved  through  Woodstock  and  halted  for  breakfast;  fed  and  drew 
ratioiis,  after  which  we  moved  on  some  four  miles  and  parked  for  the 
night.  September  24,  orders  to  move  at  (3.  Moved  through  Mount 
Jackson  and  halted  until  1  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  follow  the 
skirmish  line  in  advance.  J  pushed  on  as  fast  as  possible  until  near 
New  Market,  v^lien  I  turned  to  the  right  to  take  a  position  250  yards 
from  the  pike,  firing  a  few  rounds  at  the  retreating  enemy.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  report  to  Captain  Taft,  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  with  one 
section,  and  we  followed  on  after  the  enemy  from  one  rise  of  ground  to 
another,  coming  in  position  four  times  and  firing  a  few  shot  each  time. 
The  other  section  moved  along  the  pike  until  the  last  ])osition,  then 
joined  the  section  engaged  and  came  in  position  with  it.  Night  brought 
an  end  to  our  advance,  having  followed  the  enemy  some  eight  miles. 
1  then  rejoined  the  Sixth  Cori)s  aiid  camped  for  the  night,  having 
expended  180  rounds  fixed  ammunition — (30  percussion,  (38  case,  and  52 
time — and  losing  2  horses.  September  25,  got  orders  at  (3  a.  m.  to  move 
at  once;  moved  to  near  Harrisonburg  and  camped.  September  2(3  and 
27,  no  move.  September  28,  orders  to  move  at  5  a.  m.;  move  to  Mount 
Crawford,  some  ten  miles,  and  camp.  September  30,  orders  at  12  m.  to 
be  ready  to  move;  move  back  to  Harrisonburg  and  take  our  old  camp. 
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October  1,  ro  movement.  October  2,  orders  at  3  p.  m.  to  harness  j  at  8 
p.  m.  to  unharness;  received  315  rounds  fixed  ammunition.  October  4 
and  5,  no  orolers.  (Dctober  6,  ordered  to  move  at  5.30  a.  m. ;  moved  beyond 
New  Market  and  o?imped  for  the  night.  October  7,  order  to  move  at 
7  a.  m.;  moved  to  Woodstock  and  camped.  October  8,  orders  to  move 
at  7.30  a.  m.;  move  to  Strasburg  and  camp.  October  0,  ordered  to  be 
harnessed  at  daylight;  move  tlirough  Strasburg  at  12  m.  and  camp. 
October  10,  get  orders  at  7  a.  m.  to  move  at  once;  report  to  General 
Wheaton,  J^hrst  Division ;  move  tlirough  Middletown,  and  bear  to  the 
right,  and  camp  near  Front  lioyal  for  the  night.  October  11,  at  12  m. 
get  orders  to  report  to  General  Bidwell;  cross  the  river  and  camp  near 
the  town ;  broke  a  trail  plate  Avhile  crossing.  October  12,  do  not  move; 
have  the  trail  mended.  October  13,  got  orders  during  the  night  to 
move  at  4  a.  m. ;  join  the  corps  at  6  a.  m. ;  then  move  toward  Winchester 
some  five  miles;  then  bear  to  the  right,  pass  through  Millwood  about 
one  mile,  when  we  were  ordered  to  turn  around  and  camp  near  Mill- 
wood.  October  14,  got  orders  at  2  a.  m.  to  move  at  once;  march  to 
Newtown  and  breakfast  and  feed,  thence  through  Middletown  and 
camped.  Since  then  we  have  been  in  the  same  camp,  having  harnessed 
two  mornings  at  daylight. 

1  am,  sir,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  VAN  ETTEN, 

First  Lieutenant^  Comdg.  First  Nefv  York  Independent  Battery. 

[Lieut.  E.  N.  Whittier, 

AeU).  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Artillery  Brigade^  Sixth  Corps.] 


Camp  First  New  York  Independent  Battery, 

October  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  awakened  the  morning  of 
the  19th  of  October,  1864,  by  musketry;  was  soon  ordered  to  harness; 
waited  for  orders;  soon  sent  my  forge,  battery  wagons,  and  baggage 
wmgons  to  the  rear;  sent  the  caissons  back  as  soon  as  I  thought  best. 
About  five  minutes  after  was  ordered  in  iiosition  about  200  yards  from 
camp;  had  scarcely  got  in  position  before  1  was  ordered  back  to  the 
next  rise  of  ground,  as  the  infantry  were  falling  back.  Just  got  lim¬ 
bered  when  the  infantry  rallied  and  I  unlimbered  and  commenced  firing 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  1  held  this  ])osition  until  the  infantry  fell  back, 
then  fell  back  with  them,  having  one  iiiece  disabled  with  a  broken  axle; 
another  in  such  a  condition  as  to  have  to  be  drawn  by  hand,  pole  being 
broken  from  fall  of  horses.  My  loss  at  this  point  was  1  officer  and 
6  men  killed,  16  wounded,  and  19  horses  killed.  I  moved  to  the  rear 
about  one  mile,  and  got  one  section  in  fighting  order  as  soon  as  I 
could  and  sent  it  back  to  the  front.  Before  I  reached  a  position  was 
ordered  back  to  get  the  battery  together.  Not  knowing  where  my  cais¬ 
sons  had  gone,  I  left  the  pieces  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Riser  and 
went  to  find  them.  After  riding  some  time  found  them  nearer  the  front 
than  I  expected.  I  took  horses  enough  to  move  tlie  pieces,  and  about 
the  time  I  reached  the  pieces  1  was  ordered  to  get  tlie  battery  near  the 
pike  all  together  in  jiark.  I  soon  got  the  pieces  ready  for  action  and 
moved  along  the  pike  to  within  one  mile  of  Middletown,  and  waited  for 
orders  about  two  hours.  Was  then  ordered  forward  and  to  the  right ; 
went  in  position  1,400  yards  from  Middletown.  I  fired  from  this  point 
until  our  men  advanced,  then  was  ordered  forward;  moved  to  the  top 
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of  the  crest  from  (3edar  Creek ;  was  then  ordered  back  to  the  camp  we 
had  left  in  the  morning^  having  expended  55  time-shell,  45  case-shot,  39 
perciission-shell,  15  combination;  1  officer  and  5  men  killed  and  17 
wounded;  12  horses  killed  and  6  disabled. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

O.  R.  TAX  ETTEX, 

First  Lieutenant,  Comdg.  First  Neir  York  Tnde'pendent  Battery. 

Lieut.  E.  X.  Whittier, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade^  Sixth  Corps. 

„  Xo.  7G. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jacob  If.  Jjamb,  Battery  C,  First  Rhode  Light  Artil¬ 
lery,  of  operations  Septouber  19  and  2:i. 

TThqrs.  Battery  C,  1st  Rhode  TslvVnd  Light  Artillerv^, 

September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  in  the 
recent  engagements  at  the  Opeqiion  and  Fisher’s  Flill. 

September  19,  went  into  position  at  10.30  a.  m.,  and  commenced  firing 
at  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  1,200  yards  distance,  the  enemy  being  driven 
from  position.  We  followed  them  up  and  went  into  position  three  sepa¬ 
rate  times,  and  firing  each  time.  We  ceased  firing  at  4  p.  m.  The  cas¬ 
ualties  are  as  follows:  Wounded — Sergt.  Thomas  Buckley,  slightly  in 
the  breast;  Corpl.  X.  W.  Lawton,  severely  in  both  legs ;  Private  Adilard 
Sodoin,  severely  in  arm;  Private  George  Barley,  slightly  in  hand.  Three 
horses  killed ;  1  axle-tree  broken ;  1  sponge  stave  destroyed.  Fired  378 
rounds. 

September  22,  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  went  into  position  at  2.30  p.  m.,  and 
commenced  firing  on  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  were  shelling  our 
advancing  infantry.  At  4  p.  m.  the  right  section,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Rich,  was  withdrawn  and  sent  to  the  center  of  the  Hue, 
under  command  of  GeueraPGetty,  commanding  Second  Division,  Sixth 
Corps.  Fired  during  the  day  190  rounds  of  ammuiiition,  and  lost  one 
tube  pouch.  Xo  casualties  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LAMB, 

First  Lieut.,  First  Rhode  Island  LAgbt  Arty.^  Comdg.  Battery  C: 

Lieut.  E.  X.  Whittier, 

Acting  Assistant  Adj^Uant- General. 


Xo.  77. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Adams,  Battery  G,  First  Rhode  Island 
Light  Artillery^  of  operations  September  19-24. 

Camp  of  Battery  G,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Arty., 

September  26,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  battles  of  the 
Opequon  and  Fisher’s  Hill  my  battery  wms  engaged;  also  during  the 
forward  movement  of  the  24th  instant  I  engaged  the  enemy.  1  have 
the  honor  to  report,  ammunition  expended,  080  rounds;  loss  in  horses,  1. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  ADAMS, 

Capt.,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  Comdg.  Company  G. 
First  Lieut.  E.  X.  Whittier, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Brigade,  Sixth  Corps. 
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No.  78. 

Reports  of  Capt.  James  McKnight,  Battery  ill,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery^  of 
operations  September  19  and  October  19. 

Camp  of  Battery  M,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillerit, 

Near  Harrisonburg^  Va.^  September  26^  1864. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  just  received  1  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  at  9  a.  m.  of  Monday,  September  19,  1864,  Battery  M,  Fifth 
Artillery,  was  ordered  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  line.  Opened  fire 
at  10  o’clock,  which  was  continued  until  4  p.  m.  Number  of  rounds  of 
ammunition  exi)ended,  341.  In  the  subsequent  engagements  of  the 
week  the  battery  took  no  part. 

A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

j.  Mcknight, 

Captain^  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery  ill. 
Lieut.  E.  N.  AVhittier, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Ge7i.^  Artillery  Brigade^  Sixth  Corps. 


Camp  of  Battery  M,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery, 

October  26j  1864. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders,  dated  headquarters  Artillery  Bri¬ 
gade,  Sixth  Corps,  October  22,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  battery  under  my  command  went  into  position  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  instant  fifty  yards  to  the  right  and  front  of  tlie  battery  camp. 
The  fire  of  the  battery  was  delayed  fully  ten  minutes  by  the  train  of 
wagons  i>assing  to  its  front.  This  obstruction  removed,  it  opened  with 
spherical  case  at  a  range  of  600  yards.  Second  Lieut.  Frederick  Eob- 
insoh,  in  (diarge  of  left  section,  was  wounded  after  the  third  discharge 
of  his  guns  and  left  for  the  rear.  The  guidon  bearer  was  also  wounded 
at  this  time.  The  lieavy  fire  to  which  the  battery  was  subjected  made 
it  necessary  to  retire  to  another  position.  All  the  guns  were  success¬ 
fully  drawn  oft' Avith  the  exception  of  oue,  which  was  abandoned  owing 
to  the  wounding  of  the  sergeant,  gunner,  two  cannoneers,  and  killing  of 
lead  driver  and  four  horses.  This  gun  was  shortly  after  recaptured  and 
drawn  off  by  the  infantry.  The  right  and  center  sections  were  again 
placed  in  position,  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  of  the  original  line, 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  front  and  left  flank.  This  line  was  unten¬ 
able;  the  rapid  wounding  of  men  and  horses  required  its  abandon¬ 
ment.  Second  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Baldwin  AA^as  ordered  to  take  charge  of 
two  guns,  and  Sergt.  1).  B.  Yoder  a  third,  each  having  but  two  horses 
left  to  the  limbers  for  removal  to  the  rear.  Two  of  the  three  guns  AA^ere 
successfully  withdraAAm;  the  third,  owing  to  both  of  the  horses  being 
wounded,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Second  Lieut.  H.  M.  Bald¬ 
win,  the  guidon  bearer,  and  guidon  were  captured  at  the  same  time. 
Lieutenant  Baldwin  AAms  wounded  after  his  surrender  of  self  and  gun. 
The  right  gun  of  right  section,  under  charge  of  Oorpl.  W.  H.  H.  fom- 
nedy,  at  same  time  acting  as  gunner,  and  right  gun  of  center  section, 
under  charge  of  Sergt.  Henry  Beckhardt,  Avith  Corpl.  Charles  A. 
Knorr  as  gunner,  were  brought  into  action  for  the  third  time,  using- 
canister  with  good  effect.  These  two  guns  aa  ere  the  last  to  leave  the 
field. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  colonel  commanding 
Artillery  Brigade  to  the  brave  and  r  allant  conduct  of  Second  Lieut.  H. 
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M.  Baldwin  tliroiigliout  the  entire  engagement;  also  to  the  cooi  bravery 
of  Sergeant  Beckhardt,  Corpls.  William  H.  H.  Kennedy,  Charles  A. 
Knorr,  in  fighting  their  guns  to  the  last  moment  up  to  threaten  of 
capture;  and  to  Sergt.  Daniel  B.  Yoder  in  successfully  saving  his  gnu 
from  capture. 

The  return  of  casualties,*  material,  and  ammunition  exE)ended,  also 
how  lost,  accompanies  this  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olxulient  servant, 

'  J.  McKKIGHT, 

Captain^  Fifth  U.  Artillerip  (Jommanding  Battery  M. 

Lieut.  E.  K.' Whittier, 

Acty.  AfiHt.  Adjt.'  Gen.^  ArtiUery  Brigade,  Sixth  Corps. 


Ko.  79. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William,  H.  Fmory,  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding 
Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  Se^ember  19-22 
and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg,  Tu.,  October  3,  1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  of  the  19th  of  September,  at  Winchester,  A^a. : 

In  pursuance  of  orders  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  marched  from 
its  camii,  near  Berryville,  Va.,  at  precisely  2  a.  m.  of  the  19th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  with  orders  to  report  to  Major-General  AVright  at  theOpequon. 
When  near  the  Opequon  my  corps,  then  in  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
was  halted  by  the  general  commanding  the  column,  and  I  was  directed 
to  remain  where  I  was  until  the  Sixth  Corps  had  passed  with  its  trains. 
I  then  rode  forward  with  my  staff  and  reported  in  person  to  General 
Wright  at  Spout  Spring,  where  I  found  a  brisk  cannonade  going  oii. 
I  sent  back  my  aide-de-camp.  Captain  AA'ilkinson,  with  orders  to  General 
Grover,  who  was  leading  the  head  of  my  column,  to  hurry  forward 
regardless  of  the  order  of  march,  and,  so  far  as  the  trains  were  con¬ 
cerned,  to  pass  them.  Accordingly,  the  head  of  my  column  closed  on 
the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps  infantry,  and  got  to  the  field  of  battle  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  it  had  been 
ordered  to  follow ;  but  the  defile  was  long  and  narrow  and  the  troops 
did  not  join  me  on  the  field  until  nearly  11  a.  m.  My  line  having  been 
reported  formed  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  did  so  at  11.45  a.  m. 
My  line  was  formed  in  the  following  manner:  The  First  Brigade,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Bilge,  and  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Sharpe,  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  General  Grover  commanding,  formed  the  first  line;  the 
Second  and  Fourth  Brigades  of  the  same  division,  the  second  line; 
the  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Dwight  commanding  (only  two 
brigades  being  present),  was  formed,  partly  as  a  reserve  and  partly  to 
protect  my  flank  on  the  right,  in  columns  of  regiments  in  echelon.  xV 
dense  wood  was  in  front  of  me  and  on  my  right.  When  I  received  the 
order  to  advance  we  passed  through  the  wood,  which  was  impracticable 
for  artillery,  and  at  the  moment  of  clearing  it  received  a  brisk  fire  of 
the  enemy’s  artillery  and  infantry.  The  pace  ot  Birge’s  brigade  was 
quickened  at  once  to  cross  the  oiien  S])ace  to  the  woods  opposite.  This 
Avas  done  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  He  was  oi  dered  to  halt  and 
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form  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  bnt  he  conldnot  restrain 
his  men,  and  passing  through  the  wood  occupied  by  the  enemy  drove 
him  from  beliind  a  ledge  of  rocks,  which  was  equal  to  a  natural 
fortification,  killing,  I  believe,  at  this  time,  many  of  the  enemy,  and 
among  them  one  of  his  most  conspicuous  generals,  while  in  the  act  of 
posting  a  battery.  Sharpe’s  brigade,  on  Birge’s  left,  at  this  moment 
was  equally  successful,  and  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line  was  broken. 
At  this  moment,  the  troops  on  our  left  having  fallen  back,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  battery  having  o])ened  on  our  right,  taking  Birge  and 
Sharpe  in  reverse,  I  was  compelled  to  leave,  deployed  to  the  right,  the 
First  Division,  which  I  had  held  in  reserve,  and  with  which  I  had 
intended  to  follow  up  this  attack  to  prevent  a  flu,nk  movement  and  to 
endeavor  to  capture  the  battery  that  liad  opened  on  my  right.  Sharpe, 
and  every  regimental  commander  but  o*ne  in  his  brigade,  having  been 
shot  down,  and  Birge’s  brigade  being  outnumbered  and  outflanked,  the 
last-named  brigade  was  necessarily  forced  to  retire,  which  it  did  in 
some  confusion  to  their  original  position,  then  occupied  on  the  right  by 
the  First  Division,  and  subsequently  on  the  left  by  Colonel  Molineux, 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division.  Sharpe’s  brigade,  now  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neafie,  after  falling  back  a  short  distance,  hand¬ 
somely  rallied  and  gallantly  recharged  the  enemy,  retaining  from  that 
time  its  position,  and  joining  in  the  final  advance  of  the  whole  line. 
The  enemy,  quick  to  perceive  their  advantage,  rallied  in  considerable 
force  and  charged  my  left  flank,  where  there  was  an  open  space  of  nearlj" 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  between  my  own  and  the  Sixth  Army  Corps ;  at  the 
same  time  my  right  was  charged  by  a  heavy  column.  A  slim  strip  of 
wood  projected  from  the  center  of  my  line  for  200  or  300  yards  into  the 
ox)en  field.  Here,  with  the  assistance  of  the  brave  and  gallant  Colonel 
Day,  I  rallied  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  ^Tew  York.  The  enemy, 
intent  upon  charging  a  section  of  Bradbury’s  (First  Maine)  battery,  were 
allowed  to  pass  until  we  could  nearly  see  their  backs,  when  the  One 
hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York,  assisted  by  the  stragglers  that  had 
been  collected  from  other  regiments,  i)oured  a  fire  into  the  enemy  which 
made  him  oblique  to  the  right  and  falter.  At  this  moment  other  regi¬ 
ments  rallied  and  rushed  into  the  open  field  upon  the  enemy,  who  were 
driven  pell-mell  back  to  their  own  woods.  The  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  repelled  handsomely  the  attack  on  my  right.  I  now  felt  sure 
that  they  would  make  no  more  impression  upon  my  center,  opposite 
which  the  enemy’s  troops  were  massed,  for  I  had  ordered  the  open  space 
there  of  nearly  500  yards  to  be  filled  with  a  part  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  and  my  attention  was  devoted  to  the  right,  where  the 
enemy  made  two  successive  charges  on  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth. 
One  hundred  and  sixteenth.  One  hundred  and  fifty-third,  and  One 
hundred  and  sixtieth  New'York  Regiments,  of  the  First  Division,  but 
were  gallantly  repulsed.  After  the  Second  Division  was  rallied  and 
brought  into  line,  although  the  enemy  had  a  battery  enfilading  us  from 
the  right  and  two  or  three  direct  fires,  my  whole  line  stood  firm,  and 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  at  every  point.  I  now  for  the  first  time  felt 
in  position  to  extend  my  right  flank  and  charge  the  battery,  which, 
with  ordinary  enterx)rise,  should  have  been  silenced  by  the  skirmishers 
on  the  right,  but  I  was  notified  before  this  that  the  Army  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  moving  up  on  my  right  flank.  About  3  p.  m.  a  division  of 
that  corps  came  ux^  on  my  right.  Not  being  able  to  see  the  corps  com¬ 
mander,  I  requested  Colonel  Thoburn,  commanding  division,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-third,  and  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York 
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Regiments,  of  the  First  Division,  then  under  command  of  Colonel 
Davis,  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  New  York,  which  request  he  com¬ 
plied  with.  The  regiments  named  I  then  moved  by  tlie  left  fiauk  to 
re-enforce  the  open  space  in  my  center,  preparatory  to  a  second  advance. 
The  moment  that  the  battery  on  my  right  ceased  to  enfilade  my  line,  I 
was  aware  that  General  Crook  was  attacking,  and  I  ordered  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  with  the  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  above  mentioned,  to  move  forward  and  attack,  and  it 
proved,  as  I  supposed,  coincident  with  our  attack  on  the  right.  Noth¬ 
ing  could  have  been  more  opportune  than  the  attack  of  General  Crook’s 
force,  as  it  was  just  at  the  moment  that  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed 
from  his  assaults  on  my  line.  Subsequently  the  general  commanding 
directed  me  to  move  forward  my  whole  line.  The  enemy  broke  and 
fled  and  this  may  be  considered,  far  as  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps 
is  concerned,  the  end  of  the  battle,  except  the  service  of  the  artillery 
mentioned  hereafter.  I  was  ordered  to  transfer  the  whole  of  my  force 
to  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  report  to  General  Wright  to  move 
forward  in  pursuit.  This  was  late  in  the  evening,  and  at  dark  we  went, 
by  order,  into  bivouac,  on  the  lelt  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  for  the  night. 

I  think  it  due  to  Birge’s  and  Sharpe’s  brigades,  which  made  such  a 
spirited  attack  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  to  say  that  my  orders  were 
to  keep  closed  on  the  right  of  the  Sixtli  Corps,  but  it  was  evident  on 
nearing  the  enemy  that  their  line  of  battle  was  oblique  to  ours  and 
completely  enveloped  my  right  wing,  also  causing  an  interval  between 
my  left  and  the  troops  on  my  left.  Hence  1  was  obliged,  at  the 
moment  of  apparent  success,  to  use  the  whole  of  my  First  Division, 
Avhich  was  intended  as  a  reserve  to  folloAv  up  any  advantage  I  might 
gain,  to  confront  and  hold  in  check  the  enemy's  left  wing  and  to  cover 
the  interval  in  my  center. 

I  send  you  herewith  the  reports  of  Brigadier- General  Grover  and 
those  of  the  brigade  commanders  under  himj  also  those  of  Brigadier- 
General  Dwight,  commanding  First  Division,  and  the  brigade  com¬ 
manders  under  him.  From  these  you  will  see  more  in  detail  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  day  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  the  enemy  was 
attacked  and  repulsed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  which,  from  its  position,  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  enemy’s 
line  in  advance  of  the  co-operating  troops.  These  subordinate  reports 
may  also  supply  you  Avith  a  more  just  list  of  those  Avho  have  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  than  that  which  I  sent  under  orders  of  September 
2G,  1864. 

I  have  already  forwarded  my  list  of  casualties  for  that  day — 1,940 
killed  and  wounded.*  I  also  lost  in  the  first  charge  one  officer  and  some 
men  taken  prisoners.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  number  of  the 
enemy  we  disabled  or  the  number  of  prisoners  taken,  as  our  march 
was  continuous  until  we  got  beyond  the  battle-field,  but  the  general 
commanding  the  army,  who  was  himself  in  the  advance,  noticed  the 
number  of  the  enemy’s  slain  that  were  in  front  of  my  line. 

During  the  engagement  we  turned  over  many  prisoners,  amongst 
others  three  colonels — Col.  R.  T.  Bennett,  Fourteenth  North  Carolina; 
Col.  I.  T.  [Thomas  W.]  Hooper,  Twenty-first  Georgia,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
G.  M.  hldgar.  Twenty-sixth  Virginia  [Battalion] — who  were  taken  in  the 
first  charge  by  Sharpe’s  brigade. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  prevented  as  free  use  of  artillery  as  I  could 
have  wished.  A  section  of  Bradbury’s  (First  Manie)  battery  and  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  Lieutenant  Chase’s  battery  (D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery) 

*  But  see  revised  table,  p.  114. 
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did  most  excellent  service.  Later  in  tlie  day,  about  the  time  I  received 
the  order  to  move  to  the  left,  we  were  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  of  artil¬ 
lery  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Winchester,  and  I  placed  Cap¬ 
tain  Bradbury’s  whole  battery  in  position,  and  soon  silenced  it.  Chase’s 
section  bravely  fought  its  guns  after  the  horses  were  killed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMOKY, 

Brevet  Major- Generah  Commanding. 

When  this  report  was  written  General  Dwight’s  report  had  not  been 
received.  When  received  it  was  found  to  contain  errors  and  aspersions 
against  other  troops  and  officers,  which  require  explanation.* 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commandmg. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Middle  Military  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg,  TYc,  October  — ,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
battle  of  Strasburg,  on  the  22d  instant  [ultimo] : 

On  the  21st  my  corps  occupied  the  left  of  the  road,  and  I  was  directed 
to  hold  the  road  leading  to  Front  Royal,  and  ascertain  the  force  of  the 
enemy  that  was  across  the  Shenandoah  River.  A  battery  of  artillery 
was  placed  in  position  and  shelled  the  enemy’s  position  across  the  river, 
and  the  Ninth  Connecticut,  Colonel  Cahill  commanding,  was  puvshecl 
across  a  ford  below  and  directed  to  feel  tlie  enemy’s  position.  It 
resulted  in  ascertaining  that  a  brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  occupied 
the  opposite  bank  of  tlie  river.  One  regiment  and  a  battery  were  also 
detached  to  the  eminence  overlooking  Strasburg  and  the  road  to  Front 
Royal,  to  prevent  any  re- enforcements  to  the  enemy  from  that  quarter. 
The  night  of  the  21st  I  received  orders  to  move  my  corps  at  the  break 
of  day  to  occupy  the  ])osition  occupied  the  night  before  by  the  Sixth 
Corps,  and  to  keep  closed  on  the  Sixth  Corps,  wliich  was  to  move  to  the 
right.  1  ordered  the  First  Division  to  move  to  the  right  and  front  of 
its  then  position,  covering  the  ground  and  occupying  the  position  occu¬ 
pied  by  Major-General  Wright’s  front  line  on  the  evening  of  the  21st; 
but  on  reaching  the  position  early  in  the  morning  I  found  my  First 
Division  commander  absent,  and  had  not  obeyed  my  orders,  and  that 
the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  fired  iq^on  me  as  1  rode  upon  the  ground. 
A  portion  of  my  Second  Division  being  then  near  at  hand  and  ready 
to  march  I  brought  it  rapidly  u])  and  oe(?upied  the  vacant  space.  It 
was  then  too  late  to  charge,  and  I  placed  the  First  Division,  which  had 
followed  the  Sixth  Corps  by  a  circuitous  route  to  the  rear,  on  the  left 
of  the  Sixth  Corps,  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division  on  the  left  of 
that,  and  the  remaining  two  brigades  in  reserve.  My  pickets  and  the 
Ninth  Connecticut  were  kept  in  a  very  extended  line  to  watch  the  Front 
Royal  pike,  and  to  prevent  the  brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from 
crossing  the  river  on  our  left  where  it  was  fordable  nearly  everywhere. 
My  line  was  much  attenuated,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  the 
two  conditions — to  connect  with  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the  right  and  guard 
against  the  enemy’s  turning  our  left — and  I  strengthened  it  by  temporary 
barricades. 


See  DwighEs  report^  p.  287,  et  seq. 
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About  11.30  I  received  an  intimation  from  the  general  commanding 
to  press  the  enemy,  to  mask  an  attack  on  their  left.  The  enemy  had  ii. 
line  of  rifle-pits,  extending  from  the  river  to  our  right  and  about  400 
yards  in  ti*ont  of  us,  strongly  barricaded  and  strongly  manned.  Under 
the  fire  of  a  battery  of  artillery  I  moved  two  pieces  of  artillery  forward 
and  to  the  left  unseen  by  the  enemy,  and  ordered  them  to  enfilade  the 
rifle-pits  and  shell  them  vigorously  for  twenty  minutes,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  which  was  12.15  p.  m.,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth 
New  York,  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York, 
of  the  Second  Division,  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York 
and  a  part  of  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts,  of  the  First  Division,  de¬ 
ployed  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  as  skirmishers,  and  were  ordered  to 
rush  upon  the  rifle-pits  and  seize  them.  The  shelTTiig  of  the  artillery 
was  perfect  and  the  charge  of  the  infantry  made  in  fine  style,  and  the 
pits  were  carried,  with  but  little  loss.  Immediately  two  other  regiments 
were  thrown  forward,  with  spade  and  pick,  to  reverse  the  enemy^s  lines. 
One  or  two  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy  to  drive  them  away,  but 
they  were  repulsed  by  the  brave  regiments  just  noted,  and  in  a  short 
time  we  had  a  continuous  line  of  rifle-pits  within  500  yards  of  the 
enemy’s  lines  (on  the  left),  which  defied  his  artillery.  Between  this 
line  and  the  enemy’s  line  on  my  front  it  was  impassable,  except  by  the 
narrow  pike,  which  was  commanded  by  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  rifle- 
pits.  I  heard  nothing  from  the  right  until  near  4  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  when  the  cannonade  there  announced  to  me  that  the  attack 
was  commenced,  and  at  the  same  time  I  received  an  order  from  the 
general  commanding  to  press  the  enemy  all  I  could.  I  was  at  that 
time  myself  near  the  first  line.  I  ordered  them  forward  and  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  up  in  person  my  second  line,  which  I  had  ordered  to 
remain  where  it  was  until  they  received  orders  from  me.  The  Third 
Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Macauley,  Eleventh  Indiana,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Molineux’s  brigade,  pressed  forward  as  well  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  would  permit.  The  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Brigade 
managed  to  get  into  the  work,  however,  nearly  at  the  same  time 
with  the  troops  moving  on  the  level  ground  on  our  right,  and  the 
company  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York,  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Entwistle,  captured  four  pieces  of  artillery.  The  mass  of  my 
column  were  compelled  to  move  to  the  left  and  take  to  the  pike,  owing  to 
the  imijassable  nature  of  the  ground.  Without  halting  a  moment,  the 
whole  force  was  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit,  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
leading,  and  Brigadier-General  Grover,  commanding  Second  Division, 
leading  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  Night  had 
now  come  on  and  it  was  intensely  dark.  After  marching  about  five 
miles  we  reached  a  creek,  commanded  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  high 
bank  and  a  dense  woods,  where  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery 
and  infantry.  This  necessarily  produced  some  confusion,  and  some  of 
the  troops  in  the  rear  fired  upon  our  skirmishers;  but  two  lines  Avere 
immediately  formed  across  the  road,  one  by  General  Grover,  who  I  had 
intrusted  with  the  advance,  and  one  by  myself,  and  skirmishers  were 
formed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  column  as  well  as  the  rugged  nature 
of  the  ground  Avould  permit.  The  advance  was  then  resumed  with  a 
loss  of  but  twenty  men,  and  Ave  reached  Woodstock  about  3  a.  m., 
Avhere  the  column  Avas  halted,  and  the  ca\mlry  took  up  the  pursuit. 

A  considerable  number  of  x^risoners  Avere  picked  uj)  from  time  to 
time  and  sent  to  the  rear.  It  is  proper  to  say,  both  in  regard  to  this 
battle  and  Winchester,  that  the  artillery  and  small-arms  captured  by 
us  were  left  upon  the  ground  AAUere  they  were  taken,  and  1  have  no 
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doubt  passed  into  the  hands  of  those  who  remained  behind.  My  corps 
was  moved  forward  immediately  after  each  battle.  Our  loss  "in  the 
battle  was  only  99  killed  and  wounded. 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 

Brevet  3£ajor- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  Kinosbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.^  3Iiddle  3Iilitary  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  fought  near  Middletown,  Va.,  on 
the  19th  of  October,  1864: 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  I  received  orders  to  send  a  division  to  the 
front  on  the  following  morning  as  soon  as  it  should  be  light  enough  to 
distinguish  objects,  and  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy’s  position. 
1  selected  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  for  this  duty, 
and  gave  General  Grover  directions  to  move  at  early  dawn.  At  that 
hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  not  only  the  Second  Division  but  my 
whole  command  was  under  arms,  in  accordance  with  a  standing  order 
from  these  headcpiarters.  My  staff  was  up  and  saddled,  and  1  was  in 
the  act  of  saddling,  when  1  heard  firing  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of 
General  Crook’s  camp,  followed  by  iirolonged  cheers,  as  if  the  eneipy 
were  making  an  assault.  By  the  time  I  reached  my  advanced  line  the 
musketry  had  become  very  heavy,  and  seemed  to  be  coming  down  the 
])ike  against  my  front  as  well  as  approaching  rapidly  from  the  extreme 
left  of  the  army.  The  fog  was  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  see 
the  position  of  the  enemy  or  the  direction  of  his  advance;  but,  guided 
by  the  firing,  I  ordered  tlie  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  to  cross  the 
])ike  and  occupy  a  wooded  ridge  in  order  to  support  General  Crook. 
Tliis  was  done  in  the  most  gallant  style  under  my  own  eye.  Immedi¬ 
ately  afterward  both  General  Wright  and  General  Crook  joined  me, 
and  the  former  directed  me  to  send  two  more  brigades  across  the  pike. 
By  this  time  we  could  see  the  troops  on  the  left  of  my  corps  in  full 
retreat;  indeed,  I  had  observed  stragglers  from  them  going  to  the  rear 
while  I  rode  to  the  front.  1  believed  that  it  was  too  late  to  execute 
General  Wright’s  order,  for  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Sixth  Corps 
on  my  left  both  commanded  my  position  and  took  it  in  reverse ;  but  I 
nevertheless  hurried  forward  the  two  required  brigades.  The  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  soon  became  fiercely  engaged  and  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy  until  the  troops  on  its  left  were  pushed  back 
by  overwhelming  masses,  Avhen  it  was  flanked  and  forced  from  its 
position.  Believing  still  that  we  should  be  supported  by  our  reserves 
in  time  to  hold  the  camps  1  gave  Colonel  Macauley  orders  to  stand 
fast,  and  directed  Colonel  Molineux,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Divis¬ 
ion,  to  put  his  men  on  the  reverse  side  of  Ids  rifie-pits.  General 
McMillan,  commanding  the  First  Division,  promptly  placed  his  First 
Brigade  in  the  same  iiosition,  and  with  excellent  judgment,  as  it  was 
now  evident  that  the.  enemy’s  force  was  coming  in  upon  our  left  and 
rear  in  overwhelming  numbers. 

Even  here  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  permanent  stand  in  consequence 
of  the  steady  flanking  movement  effected  by  the  enemy’s  x)Owerful  right. 
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I  therefore  ordered  ray  comiiiand  to  fall  back  and  establish  a  new  line 
of  resistance.  Near  the  house  of  Doctor  Shipley  I  directed  Taft’s 
Fifth  New  York  Battery  and  Chase’s  First  Ehode  Island  Battery* 
into  position,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle,  with  the  left  extending’  toward 
Middletown,  but  the  continued  lack  of  support  on  tlie  left  soon  forced 
jne  to  retire  from  this  point  to  another,  about  1,000  yards  in  rear  of  it. 
My  command  was  now  pretty  well  in  line,  the  First  Division  on  the 
right  and  the  Second  Division  on  tlie  left,  and  able  to  hold  the  enemy’s 
left  in  check.  I  was  myself  on  my  own  left  attempting  to  establish  a 
connection  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  when  I  saw  my  whole  line  moving  to 
the  rear,  orders  to  that  effect  having  been  communicated  directly  to 
my  two  division  commanders.  About  1,500  yards  behind  the  position 
thus  quitted  was  a  commanding  crest  which  overlooked  the  whole  open 
country  in  its  front.  Here  I  found  General  Sheridan’s  staff  collecting 
stragglers,  and  here  I  ordered  the  Nineteenth  Corps  to  halt  and  form 
in  two  lines  of  battle.  My  first  line  was  already  in  x^osition,  when  I 
was  directed  to  retire,  inclining  to  the  left  and  connecting  with  the 
Sixth  Corps.  I,  however,  ordered  my  skirmishers  to  hold  the  crest 
until  they  sliould  receive  instructions  from  me  to  abandon  it.  Losing- 
sight  of  the  Sixth  Coiqis  shortly  afterward,  in  consequence  of  a  sudden 
change  of  direction  in  the  line  of  march,  I  ordered  the  Nineteenth  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  crest,  and  sent  aides-de-camx)  to  find  tlie  right  of 
the  Sixth.  I  also  extended  my  line  over  a  ]iortion  of  the  unoccuxiied 
interval  on  my  left  in  order  to  check  a  turning  movement  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  deploying  in  that  direction.  While  thus  engaged  I  receivecl 
a  message  from  General  Sheridan  directing  me  to  close  u})  to  the  Sixth 
Coiqis,  and  adding  that  my  right  would  be  covered  by  General  Custer’s 
cavalry.  Immediately  afterward  General  Custer  came  ux)  with  the 
head  of  his  column,  enabling  me  to  make  the  fiaiik  movement  without 
anxiety.  Pushing  to  the  left  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  I  joined 
the  Sixth  Cor])S,  and  formed  my  line  within  the  cover  of  a  dense  wood. 
About  I  o’clo(‘k  I  received  information  from  the  general  commanding 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  me  in  force.  Within  an  hour  they 
charged  my  line,  striking  it  near  the  center  of  the  Second  Division,  but 
were  x^ronqffly  driven  back,  this  being,  as  I  believe,  the  first  x^ermanent 
rexmlse  which  they  received  during  the  day.  About  o.;i0  in  the  after¬ 
noon  our  whole  force  was  ordered  to  advance.  My  night,  consisting  of 
the  First  Division,  was  instructed  to  fiank  tlie  enemy  by  inclining  to 
the  left,  thus  doubling  ux)  his  line  and  driving  him  ux)on  the  pike. 
Both  divisions,  regardless  of  the  fatigue  and  losses  of  this  already 
proloDged  struggle,  charged  Avith  conspicuous  gallantry,  forcing  their 
antagonists  from  two  naturally  strong  xiositions  sux)X)orted  by  dense 
thickets  and  hastily  constructed  rifle-xhts,  following  them  Avitli  such 
rapidity  that  they  had  no  time  to  form  another  line  of  resistance,  and 
chasing  them  in  confusion  through  our  recovered  camx)S  ux)  to  Cedar 
Creek.  After  about  tAvo  hours’  rest  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corx)s,  Avas  ordered  to  Strasburg  to  relieve  the  cavalry  and  cover 
the  removal  of  the  immense  amount  of  public  xffoperty  which  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  in  his  flight. 

1  liaA’e  to  lament  the  number  of  brave  officers  and  men  killed  or 
wounded  in  this  day’s  battle.  Their  names  Avill  be  forwarded  in  the 
subordinat(‘.  rei)orts,  excepting  tliose  of  ]Jiy  staff*,  whom  it  is  my  es[)e 
cial  duty  to  mention.  Major  Sizer,  my  acting  ins})ector  general,  and 
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Captain  Wilkinson,  judge-advocate,  both  of  whom  I  have  so  often  had 
occasion  to  commend  for  distinguished  courage,  were  wounded,  the 
former  slightly,  the  latter  seriously. 

Inclosed  is  a  topographical  sketch  which  Avill  illustrate  what  I  have 
written  aboA^e.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  XiNasBUKY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Middle  Military  Division. 


No.  80. 

Report  of  Capt.  Elijah  D.  Taft,  Fifth  Eeic  Yorh  Battery,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Office  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Fear  Harrisonburg ,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  two  batteries  in  reserve,  viz.  Seventeenth  Indiana  and  D, 
First  Rhode  Island  Artillery ; 

About  10  a.  m.  on  the  19th  instant,  in  compliance  Avith  orders  from 
Major-General  Emory,  I  directed  Captain  Miner,  Seventeenth  Indiana 
Battery,  to  .place  one  section  of  his  battery  in  xiosition  on  the  left  of  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  in  front,  which 
was  done  with  apparent  good  efiect.  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island 
Artillery,  by  my  direction,  took  position  in  a  skirt  of  Avoods  on  the  right 
of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corjis,  and  immediately  oiAcned  fire  on  one  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries,  tben  enfilading  our  lines  on  the  right,  Avhen  the 
enemy  opened  fire  from  two  guns  in  the  wood  Avitli  canister,  about  200 
yards  distant  and  in  rear  of  our  line  of  infantry.  The  battery  soon 
silenced  these  two  guns,  and  then  renewed  the  fire  on  the  battery  enfi¬ 
lading  our  line,  silencing  it  for  a  short  period,  but  the  infantry  falling 
back  for  want  of  auiiuunition  rendered  the  position  unsafe  for  artillery. 
The  battery  liad  whilst  in  this  position,  although  under  a  severe  fire 
front  and  left  oblique,  been  gallantly  fought.  The  support  having 
retired,  and  the  battery  having  lost  four  men  and  six  horses  and  one 
Avheel  broken,  I  ordered  it  to  aa  ithdraw,  Avhich  was  done  in  good  order. 
This  closed  the  operations  of  these  batteries  for  the  day. 

On  the  20th  marched  to  near  Strasburg.  On  the  21st  Battery  D,  First 
Rhode  Island,  took  jmsitiou  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  toAvn  of  Stras- 
burg,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  Avith  good 
efiect,  firing  a  barn  near  Av^hicli  the  enemy  had  troops  and  a  battle-flag. 
One  section  of  the  Seventeenth  Indiana  Battery,  in  comiiliance  with 
my  instructions,  took  xjosition  south  of  the  town  near  the  brick  church 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemjq  causing  them  to  change  the  position  of 
some  of  their  troops  and  trains.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  Battery  D, 
First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  took  position  on  the  line  of  the  Second 
Division  in  front  of  a  skirt  of  woods  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  and 
after  the  hill  in  front  of  their  position  had  been  occnjiied  by  the  troops 
of  the  Second  Division,  Lieutenant  Grant  moved  forward  with  one 
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section  (two  guns)  of  tlie  Fifth  New  York  Battery  to  the  skirmish  line, 
and  firing  a  few  well-directed  rounds  of  canister  and  case  shot  soon 
drove  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  from  the  wood  in  a  ravine  near  tlie 
railroad,  and  then  shelled  the  enemy’s  works,  driving  them  from  their 
works  in  front  of  the  First  Division.  About  4.30  p.  m.  one  section  of  D, 
First  Ehode  Island,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Lieutenant  Grant’s 
section  and  shelled  the  enemy’s  guns  on  our  immediate  front.  About 
11  a.  m.  Captain  Miner,  Seventeenth  Indiana  Battery,  in  compliance 
with  instructions,  took  position  with  his  battery  in  the  earth-works  in 
the  rear  of  the  town,  and  at  intervals  during  the  afternoon  shelled  the 
enemy  with  good,  effect.  This  closed  the  operations  incident  to  the 
battles  of  Winchester  and  Strasburg.  For  reports  of  casualties*  and 
ammunition  expended  by  the  batteries  mentioned  above,  please  see 
inclosures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resiiectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TAFT, 

Captain  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Maj.  D.  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  81. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight^  commandmg  First  Division^  of 
operations  September  19-23. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps, 

Harrisonburg.,  Va.,  September  — ,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  fron^  the  headquarters  Detachment 
Nineteentb  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and 
22d  of  September,  near  Winchester  and  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya. : 

In  compliance  with  orders  the  division  moved  from  its  camp  near 
Berry ville,  Ya.,  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  19th.  It  was  directed  to  follow  the 
Second  Division  of  this  corps,  but  one  brigade  of  that  division  not 
having  moved  at  the  hour  directed,  tiiis  division  was  ordered  by  the 
brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  to  move  without  reference 
to  that  division  on  the  Berryville  and  YTnchester  pike  to  its  crossing 
of  Opequon  Creek.  The  division  marched  in  tlie  direction  ordered  for 
some  distance,  when  the  road  was  found  to  be  filled  with  other  troops, 
both  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  by  direction  of  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  the  corps  the  divivsion  was  halted  to  take  its  place  in  the 
line  of  march.  It  again  moved  forward  a  short  distance,  when  it  was 
again  halted  by  command  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the 
corps,  and  remained  halted  until  something  after  7  a.  m.  At  about 
this  hour,  or  soon  after  it,  an  order  came  from  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  the  corps  for  the  division  to  move  forward  rapidly  on  the 
right  of  the  pike,  while  the  Second  Division  moved  on  the  left.  A 
moment  later  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  major-general  commanding  th(‘ 
army  delivered  a  direct  order  for  the  division  to  move  forward  and 
cross  Opequon  Creek  as  rapidly  as  possible,  without  reference  to  otlier 
troops.  The  division  moved  directly  to  the  Opequon,  across  it,  through 
the  wooded  defile  beyond  the  stream,  without  any  delay  beyond  that 
occasioned  by  a  crowded  road.  It  debouched  beyond  the  defile  upon 
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tlie  right  of  the  Berryville  and  AYiuchester  pike,  on  open  ground 
in  rear  of  an  apparently  deep  wood.  Partly  on  this  open  ground, 
partly  in  the  wood  beyond  it,  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps  was  at 
this  time  deploying  into  line  of  battle.  I  immediately  visited  the 
brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  and  received  from  him  the 
order  whicli  had  previously  been  given  me  by  a  member  of  his  staff, 
viz,  to  go  into  position  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  second  line  of  the 
Second  Division,  as  a  reserve;  to  place  my  command  in  column 
of  regiments,  and  to  guard  the  right  ffank  of  the  army,  holding 
myself  in  readiness  to  move  promptly  in  any  direction,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  be  ready  to  wheel  into  line  to  the  right  in  case  the  right 
ffank  of  the  army  should  be  assaulted.  The  division  was  immediately 
disposed  in  strict  conformity  to  this  order.  The  First  was  made  the 
leading  brigade,  and  the  leading  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  was 
placed  in  echelon  to  the  left  of  the  last  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade, 
that  the  Second  Brigade  might  readily  become  a  second  line  to  the 
First  Brigade  should  the  division  be  obliged  to  wheel  into  line  to  the 
right  to  resist  an  attack  in  force  on  the  right  ffank  of  the  army.  A 
skirmish  line  of  infantry  from  the  Sixth  Corps  retired  from  the  ground 
the  division  occupied  as  it  went  into  position.  The  commanding  officer 
of  this  line  explained  to  me  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  the  right  of 
the  division,  and  added  that  he  had  seen  cavalry  vedettes  of  our  army 
in  advance  of  any  i^ortion  of  his  skirmish  line  while  it  Avas  out  in  that 
direction.  I  ordered  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  out  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  this  officer,  with  orders  to  push  far  out.  This  skirmish 
line  was  in  addition  to  the  ffankers  put  out  on  the  right  ffank  of  the 
division.  These  skirmishers  and  ffankers  were  ordered  to  move  for- 
Avard  parallel  Avith  the  column  Avhen  it  should  advance. 

All  dispositions  being  completed  I  rode  OA^er  to  the  right  to  examine 
the  ground  in  that  direction,  and  was  returningAAffien  the  order  to  move 
foi'Avard  was  received.  The  division  moved  at  the  same  moment  that 
the  second  line  of  the  Second  DiAusion  Avas  put  in  motion,  and  Avithin 
close  supporting  distance  of  it.  Almost  immediately  botli  divisions 
were  in  a  dense  wood.  1  rode  forward  very  near  the  second  line  of  the 
Second  DiAusion,  that  1  might  be  sure  to  folloAv  that  line  accurately 
with  the  First  Division.  There  Avas  little  firing  at  first,  but  as  I  aj)- 
iwoached  the  open  ground  beyond  the  wood,  tlirough  AAffiich  we  Avere 
passing,  the  fire  became  very  heavy,  and  the  flight  of  the  enemy’s 
bullets  shoAved  that  our  first  line  Avas  stoutly  opposed.  As  I  passed 
the  outer  skirt  of  the  Avood  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Division 
began  to  yell  and  advance  nt  a  double-quick  in  great  disorder  toward 
theAAmod  beyond.  In  this  condition  portions  of  that  line  entered  the 
second  belt  of  woods.  Only  a  portion  bad  entered,  and  they  had  hardly 
disappeared  in  the  AVOod  before  the  AAdiole  of  that  portion  of  the  two 
lines  of  the  Second  Division  which  preceded  my  diAdsion  came  back 
out  of  that  AA'oods,  ffying  OAnr  the  open  ground  between  the  tAvo  Avoods 
in  the  greatest  disorder,  liaAdng  been  repulsed,  apparently,  with  more 
than  ordinary  effect.  My  diAusion  was  at  this  time  moving  steadily  to 
the  front,  but  the  disorderly  double-quick  in  Avhich  the  line  which  im¬ 
mediately  preceded  it  had  indulged  Avhen  charging  into  the  second 
Avood  had  somewhat  increased  the  original  distance  b(‘l  ween  the  tAvo 
lines.  Som(‘.  casualties  had  already  occurred  in  the  column  of  the 
J^'irst  Brigade. 

I  immediately  sent  ordin  s  for  the  First  Brigade  to  deploy  into  line 
to  the  right,  its  leading  regiment  to  rest  in  the  edge  of  the  Avood  out 
of  which  1  had  just  passed,  and  its  regiments  to  extend  themselves 


Chap.  LV.] 


^  THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


289 


along  a  line  of  fence,  wiiieh  was.  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  edge  of  this 
wood,  and  at  the  same  time  parallel  with  what  appeared  to  he  the 
enemy’s  hue.  A  moment  later  I  gave  this  order  personally  to  I>revet 
Brigadier- General  Beal,  who  liaih  ridden  up.  The  line  of  the  First 
Brigade,  thus  indicated  and  immediately  formed  in  eompliance  with 
these  orders,  maintained  its  line  during  the  battle.  If  once  or  twice 
some  part  of  it,  under  the  severe  fire  of  the  enemy,  dropped  back  from 
the  fence,  it  immediately  resumed  its  position  there  under  the  direction 
of  its  ofticers.  It  was  after  I  had  sent  back  to  hasten  the  First  Brigade 
to  the  formation  of  this  line  that  an  aide-de-cami)  of  the  brevet  major- 
general  commanding  the  corps  rode  nj)  to  me  and  exclaimed  that  ‘‘  the 
running  away  of  the  Second  Division  must  be  stopped.”  A  moment  or 
two  later  the  brevet  major  general  commanding  the  corps  rode  up  and 
said  to  me,  “Yon  must  form  your  line  in  the  edge  of  this  woods,”  and 
both  of  them  went  oft'  to  tlie  left  where  their  presence  was  greatly 
required,  for  the  whole  line  of  the  Second  Division  was  shaken,  that 
portion  in  front  of  me  fiying  in  panic.  As  it  would  take  some  moments 
for  the  First  Brigade  to  get  into  line,  and  as  every  moment  at  this 
time  was  important,  I  rode  forward,  accompanied  by  a  x>ortion  of  my 
staff,  into  the  open  ground  and  endeavored  to  rally  the  troops  of  the 
Second  Division,  who  were  flying  in  so  much  disorder.  It  was  a  hope¬ 
less  task.  Although  I  had  about  me  at  one  time  as  many  as  three 
stand  of  colors  belonging  to  regiments  of  the  Second  Division,  and 
though  there  were  near  me  many  officers  of  liigh  rank  (two  or  three 
of  them  colonels),  they  could  not  be  brought  to  rally  their  men,  and 
sooti  went  to  the  rear  with  them.  Among  the  troops  and  officers  thus 
going  to  the  rear  I  recognized  many  belonging  to  the  First  and  Fourth 
Brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  and,  therefore,  from  both  of  the  lines 
of  that  division. 

It  was  amid  such  confusion  as  this,  with  these  runaways  breaking 
through  the  ranks  of  its  regiments,  that  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade 
of  this  division  was  formed.  But  it  was  well  and  completely  formed, 
and  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy,  whose  line  could  now  be  plainly  seen 
issuing  from  the  wood  and  moving  out  onto  the  open  ground.  The 
extent  of  this  line  of  the  enemy  was  plainly  visible  and  was  distinctly 
marked  by  their  battle-fiags.  While  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade  was 
forming  I  had  sent  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Payne,  to  find  General 
iMcMillan,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  to  urge  him  forward,  for 
tlie  single  line  of  the  First  Brigade  was  the  only  infantry  force  now  on 
the  right  of  the  whole  army  to  resist  the  advance  of  that  force  of  the 
enemy  that  had  just  driven  from  the  field  the  two  lines  of  the  Second 
Division.  When  the  fire  of  the  First  Brigade  stoi)ped  the  advance  of 
tlie  enemy,  1  was  still  more  anxious  for  tlie  arrival  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  that  it  might  be  thrown  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy\s  line, 
Avhich  was  plainly  to  be  seen.  As  time  slii)])ed  away,  it  became  evident 
that  the  First  Brigade  would  not  be  driven  from  its  line,  the  volume 
iind  steadiness  of  its  first  fire  having  convinced  the  enemy  that  a  strong 
force  was  still  in  their  front.  The  Second  Brigade  of  this  division  still 
failed  to  appear  from  the  direction  in  which  1  looked  for  it,  and  as  I 
was  unable  to  account  for  its  detention,  1  left  my  acting  assistant 
adjutant-geiKwal  on  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade  and  went  to  look  for 
the  S(‘cond  Brigade  myself.  1  found  thr(M‘  regiments  of  this  briga<le 
as  soon  as  1  entered  the  main  wood,  moving  through  tlie  woods  far  to 
the  left  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigach^.  Tliesi*  regi¬ 
ments  were  surrounded  by  fugitives  from  th(‘  S(‘C()n(i  Division  and  by 
broken  portions  of  regiments  from  tliat  division.  I  oi'dered  the  rcgi- 
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inents  halted  and  marched  in  the  opposite  direction,  at  the  same  time 
urging  the  fugitives  about  them  to  join  these  perfect  organizations,  in 
whose  ranks  they  would  find  an  oj)portunity  to  fight  with  effect.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  this  was  done  in  ipany  instances  and  good  muskets 
were  thus  made  instantly  available  against  the  enemy.  One  case 
worthy  of  mention  is  that  of  the  colors  of  the  Fourteenth  iNew 
Hampshire  Anohin teers,  wliich  joined  the  Eighth  Regiment  Yermont 
A^olunteers,  and  continuing  with  that  gallant  regiment,  attracted  many 
men  to  it,  whose  services  were  A^aluable.  AV^hile  thus  moving  these 
regiments  to  the  right,  with  the  intention  of  renewing  the  attack  there, 
and  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  outflank  the  enemy,  1  was  informed  that 
the  regiments  had  been  moved  to  tlie  left  by  General  McMillan  on  an 
order  from  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  which  order 
had  not  been  sent  through  me.'  I  knew  that  the  necessity  mnst  be 
urgent  which  could  remove  one  of  my  brigades  to  a  different  portion  of 
the  field  without  my  knowledge.  I  therefore  ordered  these  regiments 
to  be  halted  while  I  went  to  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the 
corps.  I  immediately  represented  to  him  that  all  the  force  possible 
should  go  to  the  right,  as  that  was  the  point  to  continue  the  attack,  and 
as  there  was  there  but  the  single  line  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division. 
But  the  necessity  which  had  caused  the  Second  Brigade  to  be  moved  to 
the  left  still  weighed  with  the  brevet  major-general  commanding,  and 
their  movement  to  the  left  was  renewed  under  the  eye  and  direction  of 
their  brigade  commander.  Two  of  these  regiments,  viz,  the  Eighth 
Vermont  andtheTwelfthOonnecticnt  Yoluuteers,  were  soon  sent  forward 
to  the  front,  nearly  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  corps.  The  condition 
of  the  Second  Division  having  rendered  this  distribution  of  force  neces¬ 
sary,  all  thought  of  continuing  the  attack  with  the  First  Division  was 
out  of  the  question;  the  security  of  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade  alone 
required  attention.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Beal  was  directed  to 
protect  the  right  of  that  line  with  what  remained  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  act  as  a  su])port  to  that  line.  It  was  supposed 
that  this  supi^ort  would  consist  of  that  portion  of  the  Forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  not  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixtieth  Begiment  Vew  York  Volunteers;  but  before  the 
One  hundred  and  sixtieth  IvegimentNew  York  Volunteers  could  report 
to  General  Beal  it  became  necessary  to  replace  or  re-enforce  the  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  Begiment  Bew  AVrk  Y^ohinteers,  which  was  on 
the  left  of  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade.  This  regiment  (One  hundred 
and  sixtieth  Vew  York),  under  its  intrepid  lieutenant-colonel  (Van 
Petten),  was  ordered  to  this  duty;  no  more  difficidt  or  honorable  duty 
could  be  assigned  to  it.  The  heroic  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New 
York  Volunteers,  in  its  exposed  position,  had  lost  over  60  per  cent,  of 
its  numbers;  it  required  an  intrepid  regiment  to  fill  such  a  position. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  and  througli  the  directions  of  the  bre¬ 
vet  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  the  position  of  the  First 
Division  now  became  a  ]nirely  defensive  one;  it  was  posted  as  follows: 
Three  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  and  one  regiment  of  the  Second 
Brigade  in  the  front  line,  on  the  right,  in  the  edge  of  wood  and  along 
the  fence  above  mentioned;  two  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  (one, 
the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  a  very  small  one)  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  a  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  as  a  reserve  to  the  above  line 
and  ol)S(‘rvi ng  the  right  Hank;  two  regiments  ol‘  the  Se('ond  Brigade 
on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  cor])s;  five  comj)ani(^s  of  a  regiment  ot'the 
Second  Brigade  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  com¬ 
mand,  This  disposition  of  force  remained  unchanged  until  the  arrival 
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of  General  Crook’s  command  in  line.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  force 
of  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  command  failed  to  advance  as  far 
from  the  right  of  our  line  as  was  expected  and  as  would  have  made 
them  most  efficient,  and  also  failed  so  to  follow  the  movement  of  the 
division  as  to  become  thoroughly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  orders 
given  to  this  line  were  obeyed,  but  not  with  the  enterprise  and  spirit 
which  should  have  characterized  the  obedience.  The  most  important 
consequence  of  this  failure  was  that  it  enabled  the  enemy  to  post  two 
guns  on  our  right  flank,  which  enfiladed  much  of  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  division.  Activity,  dash,  and  vigor  in  the  management  of  this 
large  force  of  skirmishers  would  probably  of  itself  have  driven  these 
guns  away  or  led  to  their  capture.  But  one  attempt  was  made  to  use 
the  battery  of  artillery  attached  to  this  division  on  this  ground,  and 
that  without  effect.  The  battery — the  Fifth  N'ew  York  Independent 
Battery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  John  Y.  Grant — did  good  service  during 
a  portion  of  the  day  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Taft,  chief  of  artil¬ 
lery  on  the  staff*  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps. 
On  the  command  of  General  Crook  arriving  in  line,  and  when  that  com¬ 
mand  should  relieve  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division,  I  was  directed 
by  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  to  remove  the 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  line  and  to  unite  my  division  on  what  had 
been  the  left  of  the  corps  line,  preparatory  to  an  advance.  As  General 
Crook  immediately  advanced  ami  outflanked  the  enemy  my  division 
could  not  be  united  in  its  new  i>osition  in  time  to  take  part  in  that 
advance.  I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  the  two  regiments  of  the 
Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  line  did  participate  in  that  advance 
and  rendered  valuable  service.  Under  the  brave  colonel  of  the  Eighth 
Vermont  Volunteers,  that  regiment  and  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Connect¬ 
icut  Volunteers  advanced  against  the  enemy  at  the  sight  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  advance  of  our  lines.  Colonel  Peck,  of  the  Twelfth  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  a  most  gallant  gentleman,  had  been  previously  borne  from 
the  field  mortally  wounded. 

The  division  was  soon  united  and  moved  rapidly  forward,  and  while 
it  was  in  motion  1  was  personally  ordered  by  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  the  corps,  who  at  this  time  was  near  a  battery  which  he 
bad  just  posted,  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army. 
The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  at  the  same  time 
stated  to  me  that  he  had  directed  the  Second  Brigade  to  move  forward 
to  this  line,  and  ordered  me  to  give  like  directions  to  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade.  On  the  way  to  the  left  of  the  lines  I  was  met  by  the  major-gen¬ 
eral  commanding  the  army,  who  directed  me  to  report  with  tlie  divis¬ 
ion  to  Mnjor-General  Wright,  at  the  same  time  saying,  or  General 
Getty;  he  will  put  you  in,”  and  sending  with  me  an  aide-de-camp, wlio 
conducted  me  to  General  Getty.  Tliat  officer  immediately  indicated  to 
me  the  position  of  his  left.  General  Bidwell’s  brigade,  and  directed  tliat 
my  right  vshould  connect  therewith.  General  Getty  had  scarcely  given 
this  order  when  I  met  Major-General  Wright,  who  direided  me  to  form 
the  division  in  two  lines,  and  to  put  it  in  in  prolongation  to  the  left  of 
the  lines  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  These  dispositions  had  just  been  com¬ 
pleted  when  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  came  up 
and  directed  me  to  move  the  division  to  a  stone  wall,  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  advance  of  and  parallel  with  the  lines  then  occuiiiiMl.  Here 
the  division  l  emained  until  dusk,  when  it  was  again  moved  forward  to 
the  brink  of  a  small  stream,  where  it  went  into  bivouac,  for  the  night 
on  the  left  of  the  Second  Division. 
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Siicli  were  the  operations  of  the  division  during  the  great  battle  of 
the  19th  of  September  j  they  were  all  that  could  be  wished  in  its  con¬ 
duct  in  fulfilling  the  duties  demanded  of  itj  they  were  unsatisfactory 
from  the  circumstances  attendin g  its  being  put  into  action .  No  division 
ever  came  into  action  under  more  unfavorable  and  disheartening  sur¬ 
roundings — it  was  preceded  by  two  strong  lines  of  the  Second  Division, 
being  two  full  brigades,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  in  numbers  to  itself, 
viz,  the  First  and  Fourth  Brigades  of  the  Second  Division ;  it  came 
into  action  with  both  of  these  brigades,  or  a  great  portion  of  both, 
dying  in  panic  from  before  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  in  imrsuit 
of  them.  So  great  was  tlie  confusion,  so  numerous  those  who  burst 
through  its  ranks,  that  it  was  difficult  to  form  the  line  of  the  First 
Brigade.  The  same  disorder  prevailed  in  a  sufficient  degree  elsewhere 
to  make  it  necessary  that  orders  should  be  sent  to  different  portions  of 
the  division  without  coming  through  its  immediate  commander.  The 
significance  of  this  is  obvious  j  the  fruits  of  it  were  the  usual  ones — con¬ 
tradictory  orders,  i.  c.,  those  issued  by  the  corps  commander  without 
being  transmitted  to  the  division  commander,  differing  from  those  issued 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  division,  and  the  separation  of  the  bri¬ 
gades  of  the  division.  These  circumstances  could  only  have  occurred, 
and  such  orders  could  only  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  almost 
total  defeat  of  the  division  which  preceded  it  into  action.  Under  all 
these  difficulties  not  an  organization  of  this  division  was  broken  by  the 
enemy  (it  repulsed  the  enemy  and  lost  severely  in  so  doing),  but  it 
held  every  position  in  the  line  to  which  it  was  assigned.  I  had  wished 
to  write  this  report  of  the  operations  of  the  First  Division  without 
referring  to  other  troops  or  other  organizations,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  write  the  truth,  which  alone  is  valuable  in  i)apers  of  this 
character,  without  speaking  freely  of  the  conduct  of  other  troops  not 
under  my  command,  and  of  the  circumstances  which  affected  the 
division  and  gave  a  character  to  its  share  in  the  great  battle;  it  is  a 
duty  I  owe  to  the  division  itself,  and  to  its  great  number  of  heroic  dead 
and  wounded,  including  so  many  regimental  commanders;  it  is  only 
thus  that  I  can  show  that  they  fell  in  important  and  honorable  duty, 
essential  in  the  conduct  of  the  battle;  that  it  was  through  no  fault  of 
theirs  that  they  were  deprived  of  the  glorious  and  more  congenial  duty  of 
continuing  the  attack,  a  duty  which  their  conduct  under  the  most  try¬ 
ing  circumstances  has  shown  they  would  have  performed  with  a  vigor 
which  must  have  earned  laurels  and  distinction.  This  report  must 
show  why  it  was  that  in  an  offensive,  attacking  battle,  to  which  it 
advanced  in  column  of  regiments  as  a  reserve  ready  to  make  that 
attack  decisive,  the  division  was  at  once  reduced  to  staying  a  panic, 
holding  a  line,  to  occupying  defensive  positions  widely  separated  from 
each  other.  In  performing  this  duty  the  losses  of  the  division  were 
severe,  but  not  one  regiment  of  the  division*  faltered.  In  the  case  of 
one  regiment,  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers, 
the  percentage  of  killed  and  wounded  is  almost  without  a  parallel  in 
the  history  of  the  war.  The  night  following  the  battle  but  sixty  men 
were  missing  from  the  ranks  of  the  division  not  accounted  for  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  distinguished  conduct  of  Colonel  Per 
Lee,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers.  He  was 
twice  wounded.  After  the  colonel  was  borne  from  the  field  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  commanded  by  Major  Curtis,  whose  good  conduct  was  con¬ 
spicuous.  Indeed,  all  the  officers  of  this  glorious  regiment  conducted 
theanselves  in  a  manner  which  is  above  praise.  Colonel  Thomas,  of  the 
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Eiglitli  Vermont^  was  distinguislied  by  liis  bravery  and  activity  in 
services  mentioned  in  this  report  5  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Petten,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  Y^ork  Volunteers,  for  his  gallant 
conduct  in  relieving  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers,  and  in  remaining  in  the  saddle  throughout  the  day,  though 
severely  wounded;  Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis,  for  his  able  and  gallant  con¬ 
duct  in  charge  of  the  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  line  of  the 
fence  above  referred  to.  In  the  death  of  Colonel  Peck,  of  the  Twelfth 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  of  Major  Knowlton,  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Maine  Volunteers,  the  division  lost  two  of  its  most  gallant  and  elhcient 
regimental  comman ders. 

I  wish  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff 
for  their  activity,  gallantry,  and  zeal  throughout  the  day.  Capt.  John 
G.  Leefe,  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty  second  New  York  Volunteers, 
my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  particularly  efficient  on  the 
exposed  line  of  the  First  Brigade.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Underhill,  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  acting  judge-advocate 
on  my  staff’,  rendered  essential  service  in  the  posting  of  the  distinguished^ 
regiment  to  which  he  belongs. 

On  the  20th  the  division  inoveil  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  its  desig¬ 
nated  position  in  the  march,  halting  near  Strasburg.  On  the  21st  the 
division  was  moved  onto  a  line  of  hills  opposite  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  which 
later  was  the  position  of  the  enemy.  During  the  evening  of  the  21st 
and  the  early  morning  of  the  22d  the  lines  of  the  army  were  moved  to 
-the  right,  and  this  division,  in  obedience  to  orders,  kept  its  position  in 
the  movement,  and  on  the  forenoon  of  the  22d  intrenched  itself,  as 
directed.  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  brevet  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  corj)s,  a  regiment  of  this  division,  the  One  hundred  and 
sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  together  with  four  companies  of  the 
Thirtieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  joined  by  the  skirmish  line 
of  the  division,  charged  and  gallantly  carried  a  line  of  the  enemy’s 
rifle-pits  in  front  of  Fisher’s  Hill.  This  was  done  in  the  afternoon. 
Shortly  after  the  captured  line  wuis  strengthened  and  the  First  Brigade 
of  this  division  was  ordered  to  occui)y  that  line.  This  was  hardly 
accomidished,  when,  on  an  order  from  the  brevet  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  corps,  the  First  Brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  forward 
and  the  Second  Brigade  to  advance  to  the  captured  rifle-pits.  The 
First  Brigade  charged  under  a  considerable  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery, 
when  a  general  advance  of  the  division  was  ordered  in  conjunction  with 
the  advance  of  other  troops,  and  Fisher’s  Hill  was  occupied  by  this 
ai  my,  the  enemy  flying  in  the  wildest  confusion.  The  division  was 
immediately  ordered  on  in  pursuit,  without  reference  to  the  position  of 
other  troo])s.  In  thus  pressing  beyond  Fisher’s  Hill  it  passed  over  the 
artillery  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been  firing  on  the  charge  of  the  First 
Brigade,  but  without  taking  note  of  it.  Night  did  not  put  an  end  to 
the  pursuit,  which  was  continued  to  Woodstocl^.,  a  position  reached  long 
before  day.  During  this  pursuit,  and  while  portions  of  this  division 
were  advancing  in  comx)any  with  i>ortions  of  the  Second  Division,  the 
enemy,  posted  beyond  a  small  stream,  opened  upon  our  colnmii,  which 
was  not  very  well  organized.  In  the  darkness  this  produced  some 
confusion  and  wild  firing  from  troops  in  rear  of  the  advance.  As  I 
was  with  our  skirmishers  at  the  time,  in  company  with  several  mem¬ 
bers  of  my  staff,  the  necessity  of  some  order  in  dislodging  the  enemy 
was  apparent  to  me,  and  1  reported  to  General  Grover,  my  senior,  and 
by  his  direction  imt  my  command  in  order.  General  Grover  dislodged 
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tlie  ciieniy  inul  tlie  iiiglit  marcli  to  Woodstock  met  witli  no  further 
opposition.  The  division  Avent  into  bivouac  ])eyond  that  town  at  day¬ 
light  next  morning  on  ground  assigned  it  by  the  corps  commander. 

I  inclose  tAvo  lists  of  casualties,  showing  the  loss  of  the  division  on 
each  day.  It  may  be  well  to  add  that,  notwithstanding  the  severe  lists 
of  casualties  on  the  19th,  there  are  now  but  three  men  missing  from  the 
division.  1  also  inclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  my  brigade  command¬ 
ers,  to  Avhicli  I  would  respectfully  call  attention. 

The  Third  Brigade  of  this  division  took  no  part  in  either  action, 
being  on  detached  duty  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv¬ 
ant, 

WILLIAM  DWIGHT, 
Briffadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  D.  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral. 


[Inclosui-e  X'o.  1.] 


Special  field  return  of  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  after  the  action  of 

Septemher  19,  1864. 


Troops. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total 

casualties. 

i  Effective 

i  strength  next 
day. 

s 

a; 

+3 

c 

<V 

g 

1 

j 

a 

1 

1 

H 

'  ^ 

1  s 

1  Ci 

% 

s’ 

® 

1  ^ 

H 

£ 

£ 

c 

0 

m 

u 

<s 

o 

C 

*13 

H 

29tli  Maine . 

30th  Massachusetts . 

153d.  New  York . 

114th  New  York . 

116th  New  York . 

47th  Pennsylvania . 

8th  Averment . 

160th  New  York . 

12th  Connecticut . 

5th  New  York  Battery . 

1 

1 

.... 

....1 

....l 

2  1 

2  1 

....1 

i 

10 
20  ! 
9 

9i 

1! 

!  1 

1  2 
10 
!  20 

9 

1 

9 

14 

4 

8 

'*L 

3 

4 

2.5 

9 

53 

160 

1  38 

8 

28 

42 

59 

25 

9 

57 

168 

38 

8 

31 

45 

63 

1  . 

1 

i.... 

,  3 
!  15 
38 

14 

5 

1 

3 

15 

38 

2 

14 

5 

1 

1  ■ 

1 

1. 

4 

8 

3 

5 

6 

25 

13 

78 

218 

49 

23 

40 

62 

65 

26 
14 
82 
226 
49 
23  ! 
43  ; 
67 
71 

17 

15 

21 

12 

19 

20 
21 

9 

17 

3 

317 

263 

327 

no 

328 
513 
331 
232 
362 
106 

334 

278 

348 

122 

347 

533 

352 

241 

379 

109 

Total* . ' . 

."i 

73 

22 

422 

1 

444  , 

i 

78 

78 

28 

573 

601 

154 

2,  889 

3,043 

[Inclosure  X'o.  2.] 


Special  field  return  of  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  after  the  action  of 

Septemher  22,  1864. 


Troops. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

1  Missing. 

Total 

casualties. 

Effective 
strength  next 
day. 

Officers. 

Men. 

'o 

H 

Officers. 

a 

Total. 

Officers. 

P 

0) 

Total. 

Officers. 

i 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total . 

29th  Maine . 

....L... 

1 

3 

4 

i 

] 

3 

4 

16 

313 

329 

30th  Massachusetts . 

....  3 

3 

1 

6 

7  1 

1 

9  1 

10 

15 

251 

266 

116th  New  York . 

...  .1  1 

1 

9 

9  1 

10 

10 

28 

265 

283 

153d  New  York . 

3  1 

!  3  1 

3  1 

3 

21 

310 

331 

114th  New  York . 

1 

13 

160 

173 

gth  Vermont . 

1 

1 

3 

4  1 

1 

3 

4 

21 

331 

352 

47fli  Pp.iiiAflyl  vfiTiin, 

j 

1 

1 

1  : 

1 

20 

513 

533 

160th  New  Aork 

j 

9 

232- 

241 

12th  Connecticut  . 

; 

1 

17 

362 

379 

5th  New  York  Battery . 

i 

1 

1  ! 

1 

1  j 

3 

106 

109 

1 

1 

Total . 

_ 1  4 

4 

3  1 

26 

29  i 

3 

30  - 

33  ! 

163 

2,843 

2,996 

1 

1 

1 

But  see  revised  table^  p.  114. 
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[ludorseuK'ut.] 

Hn)QRS.  Detaoiiment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  11,  1864. 

Eespectfiilly  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Grover,  conunandiiig  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  for  remark,  with  explanatory  letter  of  Brigadier-General 
Dwight. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory: 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adj utan t-  Genera L 

[luclosure  to  iudorsemeiit.J 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  FisheCs  Hill,  Va.,  October  9,  1864. 

Maj.  D.  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  I  have  had  two  interviews  with  the  brevet  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  corps  upon  the  subject  of  my  official  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  division  in  the  actions  and  oi)erations  of  this  army  on 
the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  near  Winchester,  Va.,  and  at  this  place. 
In  consequence  of  those  interviews,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  supplement  to  that  report: 

The  result  of  the  first  interview  was  that  I  substituted  for  a  para¬ 
graph  in  my  report  another  paragraph  containing  a  fuller  and  more 
detailed  statement  of  tlie  subject-matter  of  that  paragraph.  I  Avas 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  so  doing,  because  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  considered  the  matter  as  personal  to  himself,  and  because 
I  am  glad  to  make  everything  concerning  which  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  report  as  iilain  and  distinct  and  as  little  liable  to  misapprehension 
or  misconstruction  as  possible,  1  hope,  in  the  more  detailed  statements 
which  I  am  about  to  make  on  the  subjects  to  Avhich  the  brevet  major- 
general  commanding  the  cori)s  has  seen  fit  to  call  my  attention,  I  shall 
be  as  satisfactory  as  he  assured  nle  I  Avas  in  the  substitution  referred 
to.  In  both  interviews  the  brcA^et  major  general  commanding  insisted 
on  stating  that  my  report  criticised  the  Second  Division  of  this 
cor])S,  and  although  he  agreed  that  the  conduct  of  that  division  Avas 
bad  enough,  yet  he  thought  that  my  criticism,  as  he  aa  as  pleased  to 
call  it,  Avas,  to  use  his  own  words,  ^‘too  highly  colored  and  uiiAvise,” 
and  that  I  had  gone  out  of  my  Avay”  to  make  it.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  very  distinct  disclaimer  that  I  made  in  our  first  interview  Avould  have 
convinceef  the  brevet  major-general  commaiiding  the  corps  that  I  had 
no  intention  to  criticize  any  one,  still  less  to  go  out  of  my  AA^ay”  to 
make  any  statement  Avliich  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  make,  in 
justice  to  my  division  and  as  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
its  share  in  the  action  and  of  the  character  of  its  operations.  But  in 
the  second  interAicAv  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  not  only 
reiterated  his  statement,  that  1  had  criticized  the  Second  Division,  but 
thought  that  I  ought  to  rdAvrite  my  report  and  avoid  mentioning  the 
Second  Division  at  oil.  In  advising  me  very  considerately  to  do  this, 
the  brevet  major  general  commanding  told  me  to  consider  this  adA'ice 
official  if  I  pleased.  My  report  AA^as  written  Avith  mature  deliberation, 
Avith  the  single  pui  jmseof  telling  the  truth  and  of  doing  justice  to  my 
command.  If  I  h.ad  criticized  any  one  1  Avas  not  oAvare  of  it.  I  meant 
simi)ly  to  state  facts,  and  only  facts  Avhich  bore  upon  the  oi)erations  of 
my  division.  No  i)ersonal  feeling  had  entered  my  mind.  In  the  mag- 
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niliceiit  siiccosses  oT  this  army  I  slioiild  liave  been  willing- to  make  no 
report  at  all  and  to  let  the  division  takeonly  that  share  of  the  common 
glory  wliicli  could  not  fail  to  be  reflected  upon  it.  Certainly  I  had  no 
intention  to  detract  from  others  in  the  hope  of  adding  to  the  credit  of 
the  division  1  have  the  honor  to  command,  least  of  all  could  I  utter  a 
word  of  criticism  on  the  Second  Division  for  such  an  unworthy  pur¬ 
pose.  But  if  I  wrote  at  all  I  must  write  the  truth.  As  this  was  the 
spirit  in  which  the  report  was  written,  I  told  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  I  would  read  the  re])ort  over  again  and  see  if  it  could  be 
altered  and  retain  those  essential  elements.  1  have  read  and  reread 
the  report,  and  the  result  is  that  I  cannot  change  it,  but  I  am  quite 
ready  to  make  more  detailed  statements  on  all  the  points  to  which  the 
brevet  major-general  referred.  I  understand  those  points  to  be:  First, 
that  the  report  criticises  the  Second  Division;  second,  that  the  brevet 
major-general  commaiidiug  the  corps  calls  for  the  names  of  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  Second  Division  whom  Isaw  running  a^Yay,  who  failed 
to  stop  and  rally  their  commands;  third,  that  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  the  corps  considers  me  mistaken  as  to  the  matter  of  fact, 
as  to  whether  tlie  right  of  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Division  did, 
immediate^  after  enteringthe  wood  Avhere  they  met  the  enemy,  fly  from 
that  wood  in  panic  and  confusion;  fourth,  that  my  own  report  is  incor¬ 
rect  in  the  statement  that  no  portion  of  my  command  broke  during  the 
engagement,  that,  in  fact,  a  portion  of  my  troops  did  break  and  were 
rallied  by  General  Grover,  commanding  the  Second  Division ;  fifth,  that 
my  oAvn  manner  of  executing  an  order  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of 
September  is  not  fully  stated  in  my  report,  and  is  open  to  criticism. 

In  reply  to  the  first  point  I  have  the  honor  again  respectfully  to 
refer  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  to  the  report  itself — it  is  a 
statement  of  facts,  not  a  criticism;  it  states  Avliat  did  happen  with 
regard  to  the  Second  Division,  not  what  ought  to  have  been  done;  that 
there  was  a  disaster,  not  that  there  should  Inwe  been  none,  or  that  the 
cause  of  it  was  inadequate;  it  makes  these  statements  not  in  the 
detail  which  a  desire  to  criticise  Avould  evoke,  but  only  iii  those  places 
and  of  those  portions  of  that  command  where  the  action  of  the  First 
Division,  and  what  hapi)ened,  affected  its  conduct,  its  duty,  and  its 
share  in  the  battle.  To  say  Avhat  I  Iuiat  of  the  conduct  of  the  Second 
Division  is  as  essential  to  an  understanding  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
First  Division  in  the  early  part  of  the  battle  as  is  the  statement  of  the 
rapid  and  successful  adAmnce  of  General  Crook’s  command  later  in  the 
day  to  the  ])art  the  division  then  took  in  the  action.  The  first  is  most 
dAvelt  on  because  its  influence  held  longer  and  more  important  sway. 
No  personal  considerations  influenced  me  for  an  instant.  I  have  the 
highest  respect  and  regard  for  the  commanding  general  ofthat  di\dsion. 
Had  my  own  brother  -commanded  it  my  report  Avould  have  been  the 
same. 

Second.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  officers  of  that  division,  and 
the  confusion  among  the  many  officers  and  men  Avho  passed  me  in  that 
open  field  in  ])assing  to  the  rear  was  too  great  for  me,  at  the  time,  to 
recognize  them  or  ask  their  names.  1  inclose  vstatements  of  officers  of 
my  staff,  which  will  detect  some  of  those  who  went  farthest  to  the  rear, 
if  tiie  brevet  major-general  commanding  deems  it  advisable.  All  of 
these  officers  went  far  to  the  rear  of  my  front  line,  many  of  them  passed 
me  in  front  of  that  line.  I  made  the  statement  concerning  them,  con¬ 
tained  in  my  report,  from  no  wish  to  make  myself  tlieir  accuser.  I 
mentioned  them  only  as  is  my  duty  to  mention  all  that  is  essential,  and 
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because  it  shows  distinctly  wliat  i)ait  was  taken  at  tliat  time  in  the 
battle  by  the  First  Brigade  of  my  division^  and  that  can  be  shown  in 
no  other  way.  • 

Third.  1  saw  with  my  own  eyes  from  the  midst  of  the  open  ground 
over  which  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Division  had  just  charged 
that  line  enter  the  wood  beyond  and  immediately  come  out  in  a  panic. 
It  is  a  fact  of  which  my  senses  could  not  be  unaware.  I  am  not  likely 
to  be  deceived  as  to  time  or  to  imagine  what  does  not  take  place. 
Officers  near  me  saw  the  same  thing.  The  events  which  followed  are 
in  consonance  with  what  1  saw. 

Fourth.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  one  among  the  officers  of  the 
regiments  of  my  division  who  at  any  time  saw  anyone  of  them  broken. 
Certainlj^,  in  passing  from  the  extreme  right  to  the  extreme  left  of  my 
lines,  receiving  constant  reports  from  stafi'  officers,  or,  when  stationary, 
awaiting  them,  it  never  was  intimated  to  me  that  a  regiment  faltered. 
1  have  heard  that,  when  a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade  was  retiring,  for 
certain  reasons  supiiosed  to  be  good  at  the  time,  under  the  direction 
and  by  the  order  of  the  officer  in  command,  it  was  supposed  they  were 
falling  back  before  the  enemy;  among  others,  that  General  Grover 
supposed  so,  and,  with  the  gallantrj?'  for  which  he  is  distinguished,  at 
once  went  to  rally  them,  but  he  made  the  same  mistake  that  all  did 
who  supiiosed  they  needed  rallying.  They  were,  in  fact,  at  the  time 
moving  back  under  orders  to  receive  ammunition.  After  patient  inves¬ 
tigation  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  any  regiment  of  my  command 
moved  on  that  day,  except  through  an  order  from  competent  authority. 
But  had  it  been  a  fact  that  a  portion  of  my  command  had  broken,  it 
would  have  been  gratifying  to  me  to  have  heard  that  it  had  been 
promptly  rallied  and  turned  against  the  enemy;  and  that  gratification 
would  have  been  heightened,  I  trust,  had  I  known  that  the  work 
was  done  by  one  who  had  voluntarily  taken  upon  himself  the  duty. 
The  glory  and  honor  given  to  others  is  not  taken  from  ourselves. 

Fifth.  The  order  referred  to  in  the  fifth  point  required  that  my  com-, 
mand  should  move  at  daylight  of  the  22d  of  September  to  occupy  cer¬ 
tain  ground  held  the  night  before  by  a  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps;  it 
was,  at  the  same  time,  required  that  my  right  should  connect  with  the 
left  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  At  the  same  time  that  I  received  this  order, 
I  received  information  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  left  division 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  that  his  command  would  move  more  than  the  length 
of  a  division  from  his  right,  and  that  I  must  follow  his  division  to  con¬ 
nect.  He  added  that  he  should  make  the  move  before  daylight.  The 
earliest  dawn  at  the  time  was  between  5  and  5.30  a.  m.  1  ordered 
that  my  division  should  follow  the  Sixth  Corps  and  move  at  4.30  a.  m., 
and  connect  with  its  left.  Allowing  for  the  usual  and  unavoidable 
delays  in  very  early  moves,  I  considered  this  a  proper  execution  of 
tlie  order,  particularly  after  tlie  information  I  had  received  from  the 
division  commander  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  Avho  would  be  on  my  right  and 
witli  whom  I  was  to  connect.  He  would  move  before  day;  it  was  a 
move  several  hundred  yards  nearer  the  enemy;  it  was  important  that 
his  left  should  be  covered,  and  that  seemed  to  me  the  most  important 
point.  I  directed  a  staff  officer  of  my  own  to  conduct  each  brigade. 
These  staff  officers  did  so,  and  were  with  the  brigades  at  3.45  a.  ni. 
The  brigades  were  well  commanded  and  the  commanding  officers  well 
informed  of  what  was  required  of  them.  The  duty  was  neither  a  diffi¬ 
cult  nor  a  hazardous  one.  My  headquarters  were  in  so  close  proximity 
that  I  could  be  present  at  a  momenCs  warning,  so  I  did  not  go  to  the 
junction  of  the  right  of  my  command  with  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
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uiiti]  J  saw  the  Second  Division  in  motion,  clianging  its  position.  This 
division  had  been  the  second  line  to  iny  old  position j  it  was  now  mov¬ 
ing  to  become  the  second  line  of  m j  new  position.  1  thought  I  had 
exercised  every  care  and  taken  every  precaution — if  I  had  the  order 
to  execute  over  again  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  done  with  more  atten¬ 
tion  or  better  su('.cess. 

I  have  tlius  minutely  stated  the  facts  with  regard  to  all  the  points  to 
which  my  attention  has  been  called  by  the  brevet  major-general  com¬ 
manding.  I  have  tried  to  make  the  statement  as  simple  as  possible. 
J  meant  in  my  original  re])ort  to  devote  myself  to  a  plain  and  not  too 
minute  statement  of  what  1  believed  to  be  the  facts,  i^'othing  was  fur¬ 
ther  from  my  intention  or  desire  than  to  throw  a  stone,  or  to  draw  a 
discreditable  inference,  or  to  utter  a  word  of  censure,  or  suggest  an 
improvement  on  what  was  done;  the  total  success  Avas  enough  to 
rejoice  over.  1  reported  everything  essential  to  an  understanding  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  division  in  the  actions — military  ethics,  truth, 

'  and  justice  required  that  of  me;  1  belie\x  I  have  done  no  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DWKIHT, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

[Siib-iuclosiu'e  Xo.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kear  iStntshiirg,  Fu.,  Ocioher  9j  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Davioht, 

Commanding  First  Division,^  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  mstrindions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
Monday,  19th  of  September,  1804,  during  the  engagement  near  Win¬ 
chester,  I  obseiwed  the  right  of  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Division, 
formed  by  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  that  division,  to  break  suddenly 
toward  the  rear.  This  part  of  the  line  (being  all  of  it  that  I  could  see) 
had  previously  advanced  in  good  order  through  a  wood,  in  rear  of 
Avhich  the  line  of  battle  of  First  Division  had  been  formed,  across  an 
open  plain,  at  a  double-quick,  and  into  the  skirt  of  a  Avood  on  the  other 
side  of  this  plain.  The  troops  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
had  scarcely  entered  the  wood  last  mentioned  Avhen  they  broke  to  the 
rear  (followed  by  troops  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division)  with 
eA^ery  sign  of  confusion  and  terror,  huddling  together,  and  running 
in  great  disorder  through  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

,  which  AA^as  being  formed  with  a  vieAv  to  arrest  their  flight  and  to  stay 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  at  this  time  plainly  visible.  As  the  officers 
of  the  troops  in  flight,  however,  as  far  as  1  could  discover,  did  not 
make  any  attempt  Avhatever  to  rally  their  men,  it  was,  of  course,  next 
to  useless  to  suppose  that  they  would  form  about  their  colors  of  their 
own  accord.  1  made  three  endeavors  to  rally  men  about  as  many 
stand  of  regimental  colors,  calling  on  fugitive  officers  who  were  near 
by  for  assistance,  but  unsuccessfully.  At  this  moment  1  Avas  ordered 
to  the  right  of  our  line,  and  when  I  returned  the  troops  forming  the 
right  of  the  second  line  of  the  Second  Division  had  disappeared  from 
that  vicinity,  and  with  them  all  signs  of  disorder.  I  noticed  many 
oflicers  running  to  the  rear,  many  of  them  held  officers,  as  Avas  apparent 
from  their  respective  badges  of  rank  Avorn  by  them.  They  did  not 
make  any  effort  to  arrest  their  men.  The  names  of  these  officers  and 
the  numbers  of  the  regiments  to  which  they  belong  are  unknown  to  me. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  LEEFE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Sul)  iuclosurc  Xo.  2.] 

Iluc^iLS.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Chirps, 

In  the  Field,  October  9,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  (t.  Leefe,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

III  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  a.  m.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

During  the  engagement  of  the  IDth  of  September,  near  Winchester, 
I  was  present  in  the  point  of  woods  when  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  deployed  column  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  that  portion  of  the  lilies  of  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  which  was  in  our  immediate  front.  As  soon  as  the  line  of  the 
'First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  was  firmly 
established  I  gave  my  attention  to  the  rallying  of  the  troops  who  were 
falling  back,  hoping  to  form  a  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division.  In  this  I  was  unsuccessful,  owing  to  the  hict  that  so 
many  ofiicers  of  that  command  failed  to  make  a  decided  attempt  to 
*  reform  their  men.  I  saw  several  held  officers  pass  out  of  sight  to  the 
rear,  whose  rank  should  have  compelled  them  to  reform  their  men  im¬ 
mediately  on  passing  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  CoiqiS;  As  it  was,  the  small  squads  of  men  who 
reformed  their  lines  kept  falling  back  until  the  whole  command  that 
had  broken  back  through  our  line  passed  Out  of  sight  to  the  rear.  I 
cannot  say  hoAv  far  to  the  rear  their  lines  were  hnally  established.  I 
saw  a  stand  of  colors  that  had  been  abandoned  by  some  regiment  on 
the  right  of  the  Second  Division  brought  off  the  held  by  an  officer  of 
the  corps  staff. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

^C‘  W.  UNDEKHILL, 

Captain^  114th  Neiv  Yorh  Volunteers  and  Judge-Advocate. 

[Snl)-inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

October  .9,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Leefe,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  IDtli  of  Sejitember,  at  the  battle 
of  Winchester,  I  saw  collected  about  the  colors  of  a  regiment,  just  in 
the  rear  outskirts  of  the  belt  of  woods  where  the  command  hrst  formed, 
sixty  or  seventy  men,  with  several  line  and  two  held  officers;  that  on 
inquiry  of  one  of  the  held  officers,  the  major,  I  ascertained  they  were 
of  the  Twelfth  Maine.  I  expostulated  with  him  for  being  so  far  from 
the  front,  and  with  his  command  in  such  disorder.  He  pointed  to  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  saying,  am  not  the  commanding  officer;  there  he  is,” 
or  words  to  that  effect.  I  then  urged  the  lieutenant-colonel  to  form  his 
men  and  take  them  to  the  front.  He  said  he  was  only  waiting  fur 
more  men  to  come  in,  but  did  not  do  anything.  In  about  half  an  hour 
after  I  again  saw  the  same  collection;  the  lieutenant-colonel  was  then 
trying  to  form  his  men;  this  was  about  2  p.  m.  My  attention  was  lirst 
called  to  this  regiment  by  Lieutenant  Phinney,  acting  aide-de-camj),  he 
knowing  me  to  be  provost-marshal.  Previous  to  that  time  I  had  seen 
and  endeavored  to  rally  a  great  many  men  and  officers,  whom  I  did 
not  recognize,  far  in  rear  of  the  belt  of  woods  above  referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  POLLAKD, 
Captain  and  Frovost- Marshal. 
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[Sub-inclosure  No.  4.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

fStrashmr/,  Frf.,  October  9^  1864. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Leefe, 

Acting  Afisistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  the  request  of  the  brigadier-general  com¬ 
manding,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  of  September,  at 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  I  was  sent  to  the  rear  between  the  hours  of  1 
and  2  p.  m.  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  and  that  in  passing 
out  of  the  Avoods  in  the  vicinity  of  AAdiere  corps  headquarters  flag  had 
been  left  I  came  upon  a  collection  of  nearly  100  men,  with  regimental 
colors,  among  whom  1  recognized  Major  Hastings,  of  the  Twelfth 
Maine.  Upon  directing  him  to  march  with  his  men  to  the  front,  he 
appeared  to  be  much  embarrassed,  but  directed  me  to  the  lieutenant- 
colonel,  who,  he  informed  me,  was  in  command  of  the  regiment.  I 
found  this  officer  still  farther  in  the  rear.  Wlien  I  inquired  why  he 
Avas  not  at  the  front,  and  directed  him  to  form  his  men  and  march  there, 
he  made  a  few  weak  endeavors  to  do  it,  but  Avithout  effect.  He  seemed 
to  me  to  be  entirely  indiflerent  about  going  to  the  front.  I  very  soon 
after  this  called  the  attention  of  Doctor  Brownell,  medical  director  of 
the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps;  Captain  Sibley,  commissary  of  subsistence. 
Nineteenth  Army  Coiqis;  Captain  IiiAvood,  provost-marshal.  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  Captain  Pollard,  provost-marshal.  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  to  this  regiment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  PHINNEY, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

October  6',  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Davight, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  has  been  called 
to  the  folloAving  statement  in  your  report  of  the^engagements  of  the  19th 
and  22d  of  September : 

It  was  a  hopeless  task.  Aithongh  I  liad  about  me  at  one  time  as  many  as  three 
stand  of  colors  belonging  to  regiments  of  the  Second  Division,  and  though  there 
were  near  me  many  officers  of  high  rank  (two  orthree  of  them  colonels),  they  could 
not  be  brought  to  rally  their  men,  and  soon  went  to  the  rear  with  them. 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  unjust  to  our 
comrades  to  be  commanded  by  such  miscreants,  and  directs  that  you 
forward  their  names  as  soon  as  practicable. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant’  Adjutant-  General. 


Charges  and  specifications  against  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight.,  TI.  S. 

Volunteers. 

Charge  1st. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 
Specification  1st. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  did,  in  an  official 
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report  made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864, 
near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  V^a.,  state  in  words  as  follows: 

The  line  of  the  First  Brigade,  thus  indicated  and  immediately  formed  in  compliance 
with  these  orders,  maintained  its  line  during  the  battle.  If  once  or  twice  some 
part  of  it,  under  the  severe  fire  of  the  enemy,  drop^ied  back  from  the  fence,  it  im¬ 
mediately  resumed  its  position  there  under  the  direction  of  its  officers. 

Which  statement  is  false  and  incorrect.  This  at  or  near  the  head¬ 
quarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  i^art  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1864. 

Sjpecificatioti'M. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  did,  in  an  official 
report  made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth 
Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  near  Win¬ 
chester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  in  referring  to  the  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Corps,  use  the  following  language,  viz:  ^^That  portion  in 
front  of  me  flying  in  panic.”  Which  statement  was  false,  slanderous, 
and  injurious  to  the  troops  referred  to.  This  at  or  near  the  headquar¬ 
ters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
1864. 

S])eciJieation  3d. — In  this :  That  Brig.  Gen.  Y/illiam  Dwight,  command¬ 
ing  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in 
the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September^  1864,  near  AVin Chester 
and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

Altboiigb  I  bad  about  me  at  one  time  as  many  as  three  stand  of  colors  belonging  to 
regiments  of  the  Second  Division,  and  tbougli  there  were  near  me  many  officers  of 
high  rank  (two  or  three  of  them  colonels),  they  could  not  be  brought  to  rally  their 
men,  and  soon  went  to  the  rear  with  them. 

AVhich  statement  is  substantially  and  willfully  false  and  slanderous 
and  incorrect.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division,  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  4th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  YVilliam  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864,  near  Win¬ 
chester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

And  though  there  were  near  me  many  officers  of  high  rank  (two  or  three  of  them 
colonels),  they  could  not  be  brought*  to  rally  their  men,  and  soon  went  to  the  rear 
Avith  them. 

Which  statement  is  willfully  false  and  slanderous,  and  made  without 
any  accurate  knowledge  of  the  rank,  names,  or  identity  of  the  officers 
referred  to,  or  of  their  organizations  to  which  they  belonged,  thus  casting 
a  slanderous  and  injurious  imputation  in  general  terms  upon  the  divis¬ 
ion.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps, 
in  the  latter  i)art  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  5th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in 
the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864,  near  Winchester 
and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

For  the  single  line  of  the  First  Brigade  was  the  only  infantry  force  now  on  the 
right  of  the  Avhole  army  to  resist  the  advance  of  that  force  of  the  enemy  that  had 
just  driven  from  the  field  tlie  two  lines  of  the  Second  Division. 
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Wliicli  statement  is  knowingly  and  willfully  false  and  slanderous  and 
incorrect.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  of  the  First  Division,  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  6th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  O.orps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864,  near  Win¬ 
chester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

As  time  slipped  away,  it  became  evident  that  the  First  Brigade  would  not  be 
driven  from  the  line,  &c.  » 

Which  statement  is  false  and  incorrect  with  regard  to  the  said  First 
Brigade  and  the  particular  time  referred  to.  This  at  the  headquarters 
First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  7th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in 
the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864,  near  Winchester  and 
Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

Two  of  the  regiments,  viz,  the  Eighth  Vermont  and  the  Twelfth  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  were  soon  sent  forward  to  the  front,  nearly  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the 
corps,  the  condition  of  the  Second  Division  having  rendered  this  distribution  of  force 
necessary,  &c. 

Which  statement  is  false  and  incorrect.  This  at  or  near  the  head¬ 
quarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  i)art  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1864. 

Specification  8th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  IT.  S. 
Yolunteers,  commanding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in 
an  official  report  made  upon  tbe  part  taken  by  said  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1864,  near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state,  when  referring, 
at  a  certain  time,  to  the  position  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  in 
words  as  follows,  viz : 

Two  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  corps. 

Which  statement  of  position  at  that  time  is  false  and  incorrect.  This 
at  or  near  headquarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter 
part  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  9th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Geii.  William  Dwight,  U.  S. 
Yolunteers,  commanding  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in 
an  official  report  made  upon  tlie  part  taken  by  said  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September, 
1864,  near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows, 
viz : 

I  was  directed  by  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  to  remove  the 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  line  and  to  unite  my  division  on  what  had  been  the  left 
of  the  corps  line,  prei)aratory  to  an  advance. 

Which  statement  is  false  and  incorrect.  This  at  or  near  headquar¬ 
ters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
1864. 

Spccificatio7i  10th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  U.  S. 
Yolunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Cori)s,  did,  in  an 
official  report  made  ujxm  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nin(‘- 
teentli  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864, 
near  Winchester  and  FislieFs  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

It  came  into  action  with  botli  of  these  brigades,  or  a  great  portion  of  both,  tlying 
in  ])anic  from  before  the  enemy,  &c. 
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Aud  also: 

So  numerous  those  who  hurst  through  its  ranks,  that  it  was  difficult  to  form  the 
line  of  the  First  Brigade. 

The  first  aud  second  of  which  statements  are  false  and  incorrect  and 
slanderous.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division,  ISTine- 
teenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  Septemher,  1864. 

Specification  lltli. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  an  official  report 
made  upon  the  part  takeii  by  the  said  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps, 
in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September,  1864,  near  AVinchester 
and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

Under  all  these  difficulties  not  an  organization  of  this  division  was  broken  by  the 
enemy,  &c.,  but  it  held  every  position  in  the  line  to  which  it  was  assigned. 

AVhich  statement  is  false  and  incorrect,  and  which  he,  the  said 
Brigadier- General  Dwight  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  at  the  time 
to  be  false  and  incorrect.  This  at  or  near  headquarters  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  12th, — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  TJ.  S. 
Affilunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  an 
official  report  made  upon  the  part  taken  by  said  First  Division,  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  aud  22d  of  September,  1864, 
near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya.,  state  in  words  as  follows,  viz: 

This  report  must  show  why,  &c.,  the  division  was  at  once  reduced  to  staying  a 
panic,  &c. 

Thus  making  a  false  and  slanderous  aspersion  against  the  Second 
Division,  Nineteenth  Corps.  This  at  or  near  the  lieadquarters  First 
Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  ])art  of  September,  1864. 

Specification  13th, — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  Wiiliam  Dwight,  U.  S. 
A’'olunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  a 
supplementary  report  to  the  official  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19tb  and  22d  of 
September,  1864,  near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  \^a.,  state  in  words 
as  follows: 

Although  he  agreed  (referring  to  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps) 
that  the  conduct  of  that  division  (referring  to  the  Second)  wj^jS  bad  enough,  &,c. 

Which  statement  was  knowingly  and  willfully  false  in  spirit  and 
letter,  and  slanderous.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Nineteenth  Corps,  on  or  about  the  9tli  of  October,  1864. 

Specification  14th. — lu  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  AA^illiam  Dwight,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  a 
supplementary  report  to  the  official  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  tlie  battles  of  the  19th  and  22d  of 
September,  1864,  near  Winchester  and  Fivsher’s  Hill,  A^a.,  state  in  words 
as  follows,  viz : 

I  saw  with  my  owu  eyes  from  the  midst  of  the  opeu  ground  over  which  the  second 
line  ot  the  Second  Division  had  just  charged  that  line  enter  the  woods  beyond  and 
immediately  come  out  in  a  panic. 

AVhich  statement,  so  far  as  it  accuses  that  line  of  coming  out  in  a 

panic,”  is  false  and  slanderous.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters 
First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  on  or  about  tlie  9tli  of  October,  18()4. 

Specification  LW/.— In  this:  That  Brig.  (ien.  William  Dwight,  U.  8. 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  in  a- 
supplementary  report  to  the  official  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
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First  Division,  Mneteentli  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  the  19th  anti  22d  of 
September,  1801,  near  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  state  as 
follows,  viz: 

It  was  never  intimated  to  me  that  a  regiment  faltered  (meaning  a  regiment  of  the 
First  Division).  , 

AYhich  statement  is  knowingly  and  willfully  false  and  incorrect.  This 
at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  on  or 
about  the  9th  of  October,  1804. 

Specification  16th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did  make 
an  official  report  and  a  supplementary  report  of  the  operations  of 
troops  at  the  battles  of  the  19th  and22d  of  September,  near  Winches¬ 
ter  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  the  whole  tenor  of  Avhich,  in  so  far  as  it 
referred  to  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  was  slanderous,  a 
studied  vilification  of  its  couduct,  and  Avillfully  intended  to  injure  the 
reputation  of  tlie  same,  and,  in  so  far  as  it  referred  to  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Nineteenth'Corps,  was  what  the  said  Brigadier-General  Dwight 
knew,  or  ought  to  have  knoAvn,  to  be  a  reiterated  and  willful  misrepre¬ 
sentation  of  facts.  This  at  or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Corps,  in  the  latter  part  of  September  and  the  early  part 
of  October,  18{)4. 

Specification  17th. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  without  having  availed 
himself  of  the  proper  means  of  accurate  information  by  persojial 
presence  Avith  his  troops  on  the  field  of  battle  for  any  considerable 
length  of  time  during  the  battle  of  the  19th  of  September,  near  Win¬ 
chester,  Va.,  did  nevertheless,  in  his  official  report  and  supplementary 
report  concerning  the  same,  make  statements  Avhich  Avere  unnecessarily 
untrue,  and  did  also  make  sweeping  and  unnecessarily  untrue  and 
slanderous  aspersions  against  troops  not  under  his  command.  This  at 
or  near  the  headquarters  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  about  the 
latter  part  of  September  and  the  early  part  of  October,  1864. 

Charge  2d. — Neglect  of  duty  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Specification  1st. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did  neglect  and  fail  to  gi\^e 
his  proper  personal  attention  to  the  troops  under  his  command  and  to 
be  personally  present  with  them  during  any  considerable  length  of  time 
on  the  battle-field  near  Winchester,  Va.,  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1864,  Avhen  and  while  his  command  was  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

Specification  2d. — In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  com¬ 
manding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  at  the  battle  of  the  19th 
of  September,  1864,  near  Winchester,  Va.,  neglect  and  fail  to  cause  his 
command,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  to  be  properly  supplied  with 
ammunition,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  to  cause  to 
be  issued  to  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  commanded  by  the 
said  Brigadier-General  DAvight,  35,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  more  or 
less. 

Witnesses:  Brevet  Major-General  Emory,  IT.  S.  Volunteers;  Brig. 
Gen.  Co  Grover,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Birge,  U.  S.  Volun¬ 
teers  ;  Col.  David  Shuiik,  Eighth  Indiana  V olunteers ;  Col.  E.  L.  Molineux, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers;  Col.  Daniel  Macau- 
ley.  Eleventh  Indiana  Volunteers;  Colonel  Porter,  Fourteenth  Maine 
Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  ilsley,  Twelfth  Maine  Volunteers;  IMajor 
Thurber,  Seventy-fifth  NeAV  York  Volunteers;  Colonel  Farr,  Twenty- 
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sixth  Massachusetts  Yoluuteers ;  Captain  Fiske,  aide-de-camp,  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  Second  Division;  Captain  Bipley,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Wright,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division ;  Captain  Goddard,  acting  assistant  quarter¬ 
master,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division;  Captain  Hall,  Fourteenth  New 
Hampshire  Yoluuteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles,  Eighteenth  Indi¬ 
ana  Volunteers;  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wilds,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teers;  Major  AV right.  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  AATlson,  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteers;  Major  Meyer,  Twenty- 
eighth  Iowa  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kenny,  Eighth  Indiana 
AMlunteers;  Majnr  Polk,  Eighth  Indiana  Volunteers;  Colonel  Love,  One 
hundred  and  sixteenth  New  York  Volunteers;  Captain  Clark,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixteenth  New  York  Volunteers;  Alajor  Curtis,  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers;  Major  Hart,  One  hundred  and 
lifty-ninth  New  York  A'olunteers,  acting  assistant  inspector-general. 
Second  Division;  Captain  Hibhert,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Second 
Division;  Lieutenant  Benedict,  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York 
V^olunteers,  acting  ordnance  officer.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps; 
Brigadier- General  McMillan,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Note. — And  many  others  whose  namet^will  be  appended  in  due  time. 

Siipplemetitary  specifications  to  charge  2(1  against  Brig.  Gen.  ^yillian^ 
l)ivi(jht,  U.  /S'.  Volunteers. 


Specification  1st. — In  this :  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  U.  S.  Vol¬ 
unteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  while  the 
troops  of  his  command  were  engaged  in  battle  with  the  enemy  and 
hard  pressed  and  in  a  critical  part  of  the  day,  go  to  the  rear  beyond 
the  presence  of  his  troops  and  beyond  the  falling  of  the  shot  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  a  place  of  comj)arative  safety,  and  did  remain  there,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  staff,  or  a  part  of  it,  and  eat  his  dinner  or  lunch.  This 
at  the  battle  of  the  19th  of  September,  1864,  near  Winchester,  Va. 

Specification  2d.— In  this:  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  IT.  S.  Vol¬ 
unteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  having,  during 
the  battle  of  the  19th  of  September,  1864,  near  Winchester,  Va.,  absented 
himself  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  from  the  presence  of  his  troops 
and  from  the  presence  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  corps,  did  fail 
to  inform  the  commanding  general  of  tlie  corps  or  the  commanding 
officers  of  his  troo])s  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  as  to  where  he  might 
be  found,  thus  making  it  necessary  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
corx)S  to  habitually  give  and  send  orders  direct  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cers  of  his,  Brigadier-General  Dwight’s,  troops,  in  the  i^resence  of  the 
enemy,  and  making  it  necessary  for  the  senior  colonel  of  his  First  Bri¬ 
gade  to  assume  command  of  the  same  and  give  such  orders  as,  in  his 
opinion,  the  exigencies  of  the  battle  required. 

Supplementary  chaiige. — Misbehavior  before  the  enemy. 

Specification  1st. — In  this :  That  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight,  U.  S.  Vol¬ 
unteers,  commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Coiq/s,  did,  while  the 
troops  of  his  command  were  engaged  in  battle  with  the  enemy  and  hard 
l)iessed  and  in  a  Mitical  ))art-of  the  day,  go  to  the  rear  beyond  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  his  troops  and  beyond  the  falling  of  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  in  a 
l)lac.e  of  conq)arative  safety,  and  did  remain  there  tlie  greater  ])art  of 
the  time,  or  a  great  length  of  time,  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  3.30 
p.  m.  This  at  the  batth*.  of  the  19th  of  September,  1864,  near  Win¬ 
chester,  Va. 
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Specification , 2d. — lu  this:  That  Brig'.  Gen.  William  Bwight,  U.  S.  Vol¬ 
unteers^  commanding  First  Bivision,  Nineteenth  Corps,  did,  while  the 
troops  ot  his  command  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  and  hard  pressed 
and  in  a  critical  part  of  the  day,  go  to  the  rear  beyond  the  presence  of 
his  troops  and  beyond  the  falling  of  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  and  in  a 
place  of  comparative  safety,  and  did  remain  there,  together  with  his 
staff,  or  a  part  of  it,  and  eat  his  dinner  or  lunch.  This  at  the  battle  of 
the  10th  of  September,  18G4,  near  Winchester,  Va. 

Additional  Avitnesses  to  charges  and  supplementary  charges:  Colonel 
Davis,  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  New  York  Volunteers;  Captain 
Turner,  Twenty-ninth  Maine  Volunteers;  Capt.  J.  G.  Leefe,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general.  First  Division;  Lieut.  T.  C.  Otis,  aide-de- 
camp,  Second  Division;  Captain  Finley,  mustering  officer.  Second 
Division. 


Hdqrs.  PTrst  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Grech,  Va.,  October  15,  1864. 

Lieut.  CoL  C.  Kingsbury, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  I  Avas  yesterday,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon,  arrested,  by 
command  of  Major-General  Emory,  on  certain  charges  and  specifica¬ 
tions  preferred  against  me  by  Brigadier-General  Grover,  U.  S.  Volun¬ 
teers.  A  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications  was  served  on  me  this 
afternoon.  The  first  ot  these  charges  relates  entirely  to  certain  state¬ 
ments  in  an  official  report  made  by  me  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First 
Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Coiiis,  in  the  actions  of  September  19  and 
22,  at  the  battles  of  Winchester  and  FisheFs  Hill.  I  trust  that  the 
attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  army  has  been  called 
to  this  reiiort.  In  regard  to  this  charge  and  the  specifications  attached 
thereto,  I  haAm  only  to  say  that  I  can  produce  full  and  satisfactory  evi¬ 
dence  that  every  statement  made  in  my  report  is  true,  although  these 
statements  haAUA  been  cited  against  me  in  the  specifications  to  this 
charge.  I  shall  produ(*e  Avitnesses  to  the  faJts  from  among  officers  of 
my  own  diAusion.  General  Grover  has  appended  in  his  list  of  witnesses 
officers  of  his  own  division  who  left  the  field  of  battle,  and  who  are 
known  to  have  left  it  by  every  officer  of  my  division  who  was  ordered 
to  the  rear  on  any  duty.  With  regard  to  the  second  charge,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Winchester  is  a  sufficient  reply  to 
any  charge  of  neglect  of  duty  on  my  part.  The  additional  charge  is 
too  absurd  to  merit  a  reply  from  me.  It  is  the  result  of  passion  and 
malice — too  evidently  so,  in  the  fact  that  it  is  the  result  of  my  report 
and  not  of  my  conduct,  for  me  to  treat  it  with  anything  but  contemi)t. 
I  haA^e  been  officially  informed  that  1  was  placed  in  arrest  on  account 
of  the  additional  charges  and  the  additional  siiecifi cations.  That  they 
Avere  made  tAVO  days  after  the  original  charges  and  specifications  were 
handed  in  is  sufficient  eAudence  that  they  AA^ere  prepared  rather  through 
the  blindness  of  passion  than  Avith  any  regard  to  the  good  of  the  serv¬ 
ice.  My  Avhole  military  career  is  my  sufficient  vindication  against  these 
charges.  1  desire  that  I  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  com¬ 
manding  this  division  throughout  tlie  i)eriod  of  active  operations  in 
Virginia  through  such  means  as  have  Ix'en  used  to  deiirive  me  of  that 
command.  1  therefore  resjiectfully  recpiest  of  the  major  general  com¬ 
manding  this  army  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  my  present  arrest  and 
be  again  jilaced  in  command  of  my  division,  a  command  to  Avhich  I  Avas 
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assigned,  after  mature  deliberation,  by  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Ganby,  com¬ 
manding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  and  that  these  charges 
against  me  may  be  tried  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  after  active 
operations  shall  have  ceased.  I  have  the  honor,  further,  to  request  of 
the  major-general  commanding  this  army  a  personal  interview,  that  I 
may  make  to  him  such  statements  as  are  essential  to  a  full  understand¬ 
ing  01  this  case  on  his  part. 

A^ery  respectfully,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DWIGHT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


IlDQRS.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  21,  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  To  promote  harmony  in  the  corps  I  am  willing  to  with¬ 
draw  my  report  of  the  engagements  of  the  19th  and  22d  of  September, 
at  Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  respectfully  request  that  all  the 
papers  may  be  returned  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVIGHT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oetoher  24,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Dwight, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
request  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding,  the  charges  and  speci¬ 
fications  preferred  against  you  by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Grover  have  been 
returned  to  the  brevet  major-general  commanding. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

No.  50.  ]  Near  Strasburg,  Va.,  September  21,  1864. 

The  brigadier- general  commanding  congratulates  the  division  on 
their  share  in  the  battle  of  the  19th,  near  AVinchester.  The  style  in 
which  you  rei)ulsed  tlie  attacks  of  the  enemy  when  the  troops  in  front 
of  you  gave  way  is  worthy  of  all  ])raise.  It  was  the  same  enemy  you 
had  beaten  back  at  Sabine  Cross-Roads  and  Pleasant  Hill,  and  you 
treated  him  in  the  same  manner.  ATou  have  again  shown  that  order, 
firmness,  and  courage  will  always  prevent  the  enemy’s  breaking  your 
lines.  You  also  found  that  the  same  order  and  firmness  enabled  you 
to  break  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  Confusion  and  unsteadiness  alone 
lead  to  a  rejudse.  Ah)u  have  lost  some  of  your  best  officers  and  most 
beloved  comrades.  The  untarnished  honor  of  the  First  Division  is 
their  r(‘ward.  They  are  happy  in  the  arms  of  victory. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Dwight: 

'  A.  G.  LEEFE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Arma^  Corps, 

Near  Harrisonhitrg,  Va.,  September  26^  1864, 

Maj.  O.  H.  Curtis: 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division 
to  express  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
New  York  Volunteers  his  high  appreciation  of  the  noble  conduct  dis¬ 
played  and  signal  services  rendered  by  the  regiment  on  the  19th  instant, 
during  the  engagement  at  Winchester.  The  loss  sustained  but  too 
clearly  attests  the  position  held  and  the  devotion  shown  by  the  regi¬ 
ment  that  day,  exposed  as  it  was  for  three  hours  to  a  heavy  cross-fire 
of  musketry  and  artillery.  The  general,  while  regrettiug  the  severity 
of  the  loss,  rejoices  that  so  gallant  a  body  of  men  is  attached  to  the 
division  under  his  command.  You  are  requested  to  publish  this  to 
your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  LEEFE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  82. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan.,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Division,  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Creel',  Va.,  October  19,  1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in 
the  battle  of  this  date  near  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  by  the  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  temporarily  under  my  command : 

At  about  5  a.  m.  I  was  awakened  by  the  sentinel  before  my  tent,  who 
reported  an  attack  on  our  pickets.  (3n  getting  up  I  heard  rapid  firing 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  position  of  the  Eighth  Corps  and  constantly 
increasing  in  rapidity.  I  at  once  ordered  my  command  under  arms, 
and  proceeded  to  report  to  the  brevet  major-general  commanding,  whom 
I  found  on  General  Grover’s  front,  at  a  ])oint  nearest  the  enemy’s 
attiick.  Our  extreme  left  was  rapidly  giving  way  before  irresistible 
force,  and  I  was  at  once  ordered  by  General  Emory  to  pot  my  Second 
Brigade,  which  was  entire,  in  reserve,  in  position  on  General  Grover’s 
left  and  nearly  perpendicular  to  his  line  of  intrenchments,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  checking  the  enemy,  who  were  evidently  rapidly  advancing  to 
the  rear  of  and  perpendicular  to  our  position.  I  put  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  Colonel  Thomas,  into  the  ijosition  indicated,  occupying  a  deep 
ravine  and  thick  copse  of  wood,  from  whence  it  was  soon  driven  by 
overwhelming  force,  but  not  until  comxiletely  flanked  and  nearly  one- 
third  of  its  members  were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured;  but  in  the 
meantime  the  troops  on  the  extreme  left,  that  were  rapidly  being  sur¬ 
rounded,  were  enabled  to  make  their  escape  through  the  line  thus 
formed,  from  what  seemed  inevitable  destruction  or  capture,  and  pass 
to  the  rear  and  reform  their  confused  ranks.  As  soon  as  aware  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  attack  I  rode  rapidly  to  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Davis  commanding,  and  after  ordering  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
New  York  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  New  York  to  hold  their 
position  on  the  hill  as  long  as  tenable,  I  put  the  Thirtieth  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Captain  Shipley,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  New  Y"ork, 
Major  Curtis,  in  line  of  battle  about  400  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Second 
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Brigade,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  ])ositiou  iii  Avhich  tliey  Nvere 
placed  and  form  a  junction  with  the  Sixth  Corps.  They  held  the  posi¬ 
tion  stubbornly  and  quite  as  long  as  it  was  necessary  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  Avere  put  in  position,  when  they  fell  back  in  good  order 
and  rejoiued  \heir  brigades.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  along  our 
iutrenchments  was  so  rapid  as  to  prevent  Captain  Taft,  commanding 
Fifth  [New  York  Battery,  from  bringing  oft  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
which,  I  regret  to  report,  fell  temporarily  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
but  AA’ithout  the  caissons,  Avhich  Avere  safely  brought  oft,  as  was  one  of 
the  guns.  The  two  regiments  left  on  the  fortified  hill  held  their  posi¬ 
tion  until  all  other  troops  had  passed  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy  Avere 
passing  to  their  rear  and  left,  Avhen  they  fell  back  to  the  brigade  line, 
when  the  Avhole  brigade  fell  back,  fighting  all  the  way  to  a  line  in  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  Avhere  a  stand  of  nearly  one 
hour  was  made;  then  the  whole  line  to  my  left  began  to  fall  back  slowly, 
but  in  tolerable  order.  I  fell  back  also,  but  constantly  occupied  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  line  in  advance  of  all  troops  in  sight  on  my  left.  We  continued 
to  fall  back  for  a  distance  of  1,200  yards  and  about  2,000  yards  to  the 
rear  of  my  camp,  Avhen  the  whole  line  halted  and  we  continued  in  line 
for  probably  forty-fiye  minutes,  during  which  time  Colonel  Thomas,  with 
the  remnant  of  the  Second  Brigade,  joined  me,  and  I  put  him  in  rear  of 
the  First  Brigade  in  a  second  line.  At  the  time  above  referred  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Grover,  accomi)anied  by  a  staff  officer,  rode  up  to  me  and  notified 
me  that  Major-General  Wright  ordered  the  whole  line  to  fall  back  to  a 
position  to  be  indicated  or  selected  afterward.  We  at  once  commenced 
a  moA^ement  as  directed,  which  AAms  continued  for  a  distance  of  1,000 
yards,  when  aa^c  halted  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  a  good  position 
apparently,  and  by  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  fortified  it 
partially  AAith  rails  and  logs. 

In  moAung  from  the  last  position  I  was  directed  to  conform  to  Gen¬ 
eral  GroA^er’s  movements,  inclining  to  the  right  in  retreat.  After  occu¬ 
pying  the  last-mentioned  line  from  thirty-five  to  sixty  minutes  General 
Emory  directed  me  to  be  ready  to  continue  the  move  to  the  rear  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General  Wright,  constantly 
inclining  to  the  right,  gaining  ground  toward  the  Winchester  pike,  and 
completing  connection  Avith  the  Sixth  (Jorps.  This  move  was  continued 
for  about  2,500  yards,  Avhen  the  aa  hole  line  in  my  view  again  halted  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Emory 
to  face  about  and  reoccupy  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  position  last 
abandoned.  After  moving  about  900  yards  in  the  direction  from 
whence  we  came,  the  command  was  halted  a  few  minutes,  Avhen  it  again 
moved  to  the  front  and  left  nearly  one  mile,  when  we  again  Avere 
halted,  and  after  forming  line  of  battle  in  a  heavy  wood  began  to 
fortify  as  best  Ave  could.  While  on  the  march  last  referred  to  Major- 
General  Sheridan  made  his  appearance,  and  was  most  heartily  cheered 
along  the  whole  line,  as  far  as  I  could  observe.  The  officers  and  men 
seemed  at  once  to  recover  from  a  kind  of  lethargy — for  it  was  no 
panic — into  which  the  reverses  of  the  early  part  of  the  day  had  thrown 
them,  and  by  the  time  the  commanding  general  had  perfected  his 
arrangements  for  attacking  the  enemy  the  men  Avere  in  as  good  mental 
condition  to  fight  as  at  any  period  Avhen  victory  encouraged  and 
stimulated,  though  much  fatigued  by  the  incessant  labors  performed 
frojii  the  hour  of  attack  until  betAveen  3  and  4  ]).  m.  While  laying  in 
the  position  last  leferred  to,  at  about  1  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  light 
attack  on  the  First  Division  and  a  portion  of  the  line  to  my  left,  but 
were  easily  repulsed.  During  the  Avhole  day  I  occupied  the  extreme 
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ri^’ht  of  the  line  when  advancing,  consequently  the  extreme  left  when 
retreatiug.  The  lighting  of  the  division  was  as  good  as  1  cordd  wish  it 
at  all  times,  and  at  all  times  while  retreating  Avas  in  rear  of  the  line  of 
the  whole  of  our  force  in  my  aTcav.  So  much  aa  jis  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
to  tiie  rear  in  the  retreat  that  aa  hen  about  1,800  yards  from  our  camp 
I  expressed  to  General  Grover  fears  that  the  enemy  would  get  between 
us  and  the  Sixth  Corps.  He  expressed  a  similar  aiAprehension,  and 
said,  We  must  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  that.”  Had  there  been  con* 
cert  of  action  through  our  whole  force,  I  believe  there  was  no  time  after 
Ave  formed  on  the  line  of  the  position  of  the  Sixth  Corps  that  I  could 
not  have  driven  the  enemy  in  my  front  without  difficulty.  AVhile  I 
was  constantly  driven  back,  I  do  not  believe  my  command  was  at  any 
time  Avhipped,  in  its  own  opinion,  or  uiiAvilling  to  turn  and  attack  the 
enemy,  assuming  the  offensiA^e  instead  of  the  defensive.  About  2  p. 
in.  General  Dwight  resumed  command  of  the  First  Division j  I,  conse¬ 
quently,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  though  after  resuming  the  offensive, 
and  the  command  advanced  on  the  enemy  after  driving  them  from  a 
naturally  strong  position,  covered  by  dense  woods  and  temporarily 
fortified  with  rails,  having  to  charge  across  an  open  field  about  400 
yards,  the  Second  Brigade  encountered  a  most  murderous  fire  from 
hidden  enemy  on  the  right  and  rear.  At  this  critical  moment  I  wheeled 
the  Second  Brigade,  and  by  Colonel  Davis’  assistance,  two  of  his  regi¬ 
ments  to  the  right,  forming  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  one  of  direct 
attack,  and  in  a  few  monients  drove  the  enemy  flying  from  his  cover. 
After  moving  to  the  right  a  short  distance,  I  again  began  to  get  my 
command  in  its  former  position,  to  the  left  and  front,  Avhen  Major- 
General  Sheridan  rode  ui)  and  told  me  to  move  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
complete  the  line  as  when  it  first  advanced. 

So  rapidly  had  we  driven  the  enemy  that  a  horseman  could  with  diffi¬ 
culty. get  through  the  Avoods  as  rapidly.  After  changing  the  direction 
of  the  troops,  by  direction  of  Major  Forsyth,  of  Major-General  Sheri¬ 
dan's  staff’,  I  halted  my  command  to  wait  for  General  Custer  to  get 
into  position  to  protect  my  right,  Avhen  I  again  ordered  an  advance 
through  a  thick  wood,  well  filled  with  rebels,  but  so  impetuous  Avas  the 
advance  that  I  was  left  nearly  out  of  sight  in  the  thick  Avoods.  When 
I  got  through  the  Avoods  I  found  I  Avas  a  long  distance  ahead  of  our 
forces,  and  under  fire  at  short  range  of  a  section  of  the  enemy’s  guns. 
Having  advanced  so  rapidly  to  the  front  and  left,  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  appeared  to  move  into  the  fire  of  a  battery  I  afterward  learned 
belonged  to  the  Sixth  Corps.  I  at  once  sent  my  aide.  Lieutenant 
McMillan,  who  met  Major  French,  of  General  Emory’s  staff’,  who  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  request  the  battery  to  stop.  •  On  reaching  the  Sixth  Corps 
they  were  informed  that  word  had  already  been  sent  the  battery  com¬ 
mander,  but  the  officer  commanding  the  infantry  requested  my  aide  to 
go  to  Major-General  Wright  with  the  request,  but  on  approaching  the 
battery  learned  it  had  already  ceased  firing.  At  this  i^oint  the  whole 
rebel  force  was  apparently  flying  in  utter  confusion  from  the  field,  and 
I  could  have  captured  many  prisoners,  but  the  men  Avere  too  much 
fatigued  to  advaiice  ra])idly.  So  rapid  liad  been  our  advance,  that  Avhen 
we  came  on  the  open  fields  near  the  pike  the  left  of  our  line  appeared 
to  be  nearly  1,500  yards  to  the  rear,  though  driving  the  enemy  appar¬ 
ently  as  rapidly  as  we. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  claim  that  the  fighting  of  the  First  Division  was 
unsurpassed,  if  equaled,  by  any. 

To  the  officers  of  my  command,  during  the  whole  day,  I  desire  to  offer 
most  grateful  thanks  for  their  cheerful  obedience  of  orders  and  exhibi- 
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tioii  of  galiaiitvy  in  leading  their  eoininands.  To  Captain  Lcefe,  espe¬ 
cially,  of  General  Dwight’s  staff,  I  am  under  great  obligations  for  the 
prom])t  and  gallant  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  respoiivsible 
duties  during  the  time  I  was  in  command  of  the  division.  I  cheerfuHy 
commend  the  entire  division  staff  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  all 
duties  required  of  it  were  performed  while  under  my  command.  Of  my 
own  staff  I  cannot  speak  too  highly.  Of  Captain  Lynch,  especially,  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  in  commendation  of  his  gallantry  and  activity. 
Though  his  term  of  vservice  had  expired,  and  he  entitled  to  be  mustered 
out  of  the  service  several  days  previous,  he  was  ever  at  his  post  and  in 
the  hottest  tire,  cheering  the  men  forward  while  advancing  or  cautioning 
them  to  move  slowly  while  retreating.  I  must  also  call  the  attention  of 
my  commanding  officers  to  the  gallantry  displayed  by  Colonel  Davis, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  and  Colonel  Thomns,  commanding  the 
Second  Brigade.  Both  of  these  officers,  at  all  times  while  under  my 
command,  displayed  gallantry  of  the  highest  order,  and  I  cannot  too 
earnestly  recommend  them  for  promotion. 

The  losses  of  my  brigade  are  as  follows:  Four  officers  and  77  men 
killed;  19  officers  and  233  men  wounded;  2  officers  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy;  182  men  missing,  most  of  whom  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy; 
making  a  total  loss  of  517  officers  and  men.* 

While  approaching  my  camp  of  the  morning,  driving  the  enemy  in 
confusion,  I  received  orders  from  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  and  from 
Brigadier-General  Dwight  to  follow  the  enemy  to  Cedar  Creek  and 
reoccupy  my  old  camp.  When  in  camp  about  one  hour  I  received  orders 
to  move  at  once  to  Strasburg  and  occupy  a  i)osition,  holding  the  town 
and  vast  quantities  of  pro])erty  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  including 
many  guns,  caissons,  wagons,  ambulances,  besides  large  quantities  of 
otlier  ordnance  and  quartermaster’s  stores. 

Kespectfullv  submitted. 

JAS.  w.  McMillan, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  Duncan  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  83. 

Beport  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Beal,  Twenty-ninth  Maine  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-22. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,.  First  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  in  the  battles  of  Win¬ 
chester  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  which  occurred  respectively  on  the  19th  and 
22d  of  the  jiresent  month : 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  brigade  marched  from  the  vicinity  of 
Berryyille  in  the  direction  of  Winchester.  Tlie  position  assigned  to 
tin*  brigade  in  the  order  of  march  was  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  On  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  battle-field  the  brigade  was  formed  in  column  of  regiments  at  full 
distance  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  of  the  Second  Division,  and  a 
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l)0(ly  of  skirmirtliei’s,  imder  command  of  Lieiitcnant-C'olonol  Strain, 
One  linndred  and  tifty-tliird  New  York,  were  tlirown  out  to  cover  our 
rigiit  dank.  The  line  of  battle  formed  by  the  Second  Division,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps,  was  in  prolongation  of  the  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
and  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  that  division  held  the  extreme  right  of  the 
front  line  of  battle.  At  about  11.30  a.  m.  the  Avhole  line  advanced  to¬ 
ward  the  battle  lines  of  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade  advanced  in 
column  of  regiments  through  a  piece  of  woods  in  rear  of  and  within 
supporting  distance  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division.  On  arriv¬ 
ing  at  a  point  within  300  yards  of  the  front  of  this  piece  of  woods,  the 
lines  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  were  discovered  to  be  broken  and  falling 
back  in  disorder.  At  this  juncture  I  gave  the  command  to  my  brigade 
to  dei)loy  into  line,  which  Avas  quickly  executed,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  occasioned  by  small  bodies  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  hurrying 
to  the  rear.  The  brigade  having  formed  line,  I  advanced  it  in  front  of 
the  Avoods  to  a  position  selected  by  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  command¬ 
ing  the  division.  We  there  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  steadily 
lAiessiug  forward  after  the  retreating  force  which  had  been  in  our  front. 
The  fire  from  my  brigade  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Soon 
after  information  Avas  brought  to  me  from  the  skirmish  line  on  the  right 
flank  that  the  enemy  had  placed  a  battery  in  position  there,  and  that 
a  body  of  his  troops  were  making  a  demonstration  on  that  flank.  I 
immediately  reported  this  fact  to  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  who  ordered 
me  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  my  brigade  as  would  protect  the  right 
flank.  To  do  this  I  moved  the  Twenty  ninth  Maine  and  Thirtieth 
Massachusetts,  of  my  brigade,  and  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
which  had  just  then  reported  to  me,  into  line  of  battle  established  per- 
l)endicularly  to  the  frontline.  My  brigade  held  thei)Ositions  described 
until  about  3  p.  in.,  when  it  was  relieved  by  regiments  of  General 
Crook’s  command.  The  One  hundred  and  fourteenth.  One  hundred 
and  sixteenth,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  Ncav  York,  which  held 
the  front  line,  Avere  commanded  by  Colonel  DaAus,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty -third  New  York  Yolunteers,  after  I  had  moved  the  balance 
of  the  brigade  to  the  right.  Immediately  after  being  relieved,  Colonel 
DaAus  moved  these  three  regiments  to  the  left  on  the  front  line,  where 
I  immediately  after  joined  him  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  and 
the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania.  At  this  time  the  enemy  Avere  falling 
back  at  all  points,  and  my  brigade,  Avith  the  balance  of  the  corps,  were 
moved  forward  in  pursuit.  The  pursuit  was  continued  by  the  infantry 
until  night  fall,  when  it  Avas  ordered  into  bivouac  near  the  Front  Koyal 
pike. 

The  following  morning  we  moved  Avith  the  balance  of  the  command 
to  Strasburg,  where  Ave  arrived  that  evening.  The  operations  of  my 
brigade  on  the  21st  were  in  conjunction  with  the  remainder  of  the  army 
in  feeling  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  The  brigade 
moved  from  its  bivouac  ground  iiear  Strasburg  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d  at  4  a.  m.  toward  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  at  daybreak  had  established 
its  line  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  work  of  constructing  log  breast- Avorks.  At  12  m.  1  received 
an  order  from  General  Dwight  to  send  a  force  to  capture  a  range  of 
lightly  fortified  positions,  held  by  a  strong  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy. 
Four  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts,  under  command  of 
Captain  Tremain,  together  AAutli  a  body  of  skirmishers  from  my  bri¬ 
gade,  Avhich  had  been  fighting  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  during  the 
morning,  were  ordered  to  report  to  Captain  Kinney,  of  my  staff,  who 
was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  order.  Captain  Kinney  assem- 
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bled  tlie  skinnisliers  at  tbe  point  from  vvliicli  tlie  charge  was  to  be  madej 
and  was  then  notiiied  by  the  adjutant- general  of  the  division  that  the 
One  hundred  and  sixteenth  New  Abwk,  under  command  of  Colonel  Love, 
was  coming  forward  to  assist  in  the  work.  At  this  juncture  the  One 
hundred  and  sixteenth  came  rapidly  forward  in  line  and,  together  with 
the  command  of  Captain  Tremain,  dashed  forward  after  the  skirmish¬ 
ers  led  by  Captain  Kinney,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  positions. 
Immediately  after  these  positions  were  taken  the  remainder  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  was  moved  out,  and  the  line  of  breast-works  extended.  This  line 
was  held  until  a  few  minutes  before  G  p.  m.,  when  a  general  charge 
toward  Fisher’s-Hill  w^as  made  by  the  Sixtli  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  in 
which  my  brigade  led  the  advance  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The 
enemy  having  been  completely  routed,  we  moved  forward  in  pursuit. 
The  pursuit  continued  until  daylight  the  following  morning. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  severest  fighting  done  by  my  bri¬ 
gade  in  the  battle  near  AYinchester  was  by  the  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
third  New  York,  wliicli  held  the  front  line.  The  subjoined  list  of 
casualties  describes  more  cleai  ly  than  Avords  can  the  heroism  displayed 
by  the  officers  and  men  of  these  gallant  regiments.  The  other  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  brigade  behaved  ecpially  as  Avell,  but  being  in  a  less  ex¬ 
posed  position  did  not  sufier  so  severely.  The  gallant  behavior  of  Col¬ 
onel  Davis,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-third  NeAv  York,  on  whom  the 
command  ot  the  three  regiments  in  the  front  line  temporarily  devolved, 
is  deserving  of  special  mention.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  he 
has  displayed  the  qualities  of  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  casualties  in  the  regijnents  com¬ 
posing  the  brigade.* 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  L.  BEAL, 

Brevet  Brigadier- Oenercd^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Leefe, 

Actg.  Afist.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Biv.j  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  84. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  ^¥.  McMillan.^  JJ.  S.  Aryny,  commanding 
hecond  Brigade^  of  operations  September  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg Fa.,  September  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
brigade  in  the  battle  of  Wincliester,  September  19: 

When  about  one  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Opequon  Creek,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  orders,  I  put  the  brigade  in  position  in  echelon  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  Avith  five  comi)anies  of  the  Forty-seventh 
J^ennsylvania  Regiment  de])loyed  on  the  right  fiank  of  the  position  as 
skirmishers,  Avith  orders  to  advance  by  the  left  fiank  Avith  the  division. 
In  this  position,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Second  Division,  we 
advanced  about  one  mile,  Avhen  I  moA^ed  rapidly  to  the  extreme  right, 
and  not  finding  any  skirmish  line  on  my  right,  I  immediately  deployeil 

'"Eial)odied  in  tables,  pp.  114,  121. 
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the  rciiiainiiii;'  four  companies  of  the  Forty-sev(‘iith  reiiiisylvaiiia. 
About  this  time  1  rcuieived  an  order  from  Geii  ual  Emory  to  move 
rapidly  to  the  left,  to  support  the  left  of  the  Second  Division,  Vhicli  was 
said  to  be  giving  way  before  tlie  enemy.  •  I  formed  line  in  rear  of  the 
left  of  Second  Division,  and  in  a  few  miiintes,  at  about  noon,  by  order 
of  (Teneral  Emory,  1  relieved  Colonel  Molinenx’s  brigade  of  the  Second 
Division,  Avith  the  EightliA^ermont  and  Twelfth  Connecticut,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Peck,  commanding  Twelfth  Connecticut,  having  been  hitally 
Avounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  Avhile  forming  his  line  preparatory  to 
adA'ancing  and  relieAung  Colonel  Molineux. 

The  Eiglitli  and  TAvelfth  advanced  at  double-quick  in  good  style,  and 
immediately  became  hotly  engaged  Avitli  tlie  enemy.  While  making 
disposition  of  the  Eighth  and  Twelfth,  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth 
New  Ahrk,  which  1  had  ordered  to  advance  on  the  right  of  the  Twelfth, 
in  the  woods  on  its  right,  Avas  moved  to  the  right  and  put  into  action 
with  the  First  Erigade,  as  I  afterward  learned,  by  order  of  General 
DAvight.  Between  2  and  3  p.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  returned 
to  its  position  where  I  had  left  it,  and  after  being  supplied  with  ammu¬ 
nition  I  advanced  it  to  relieve  the  TAA^elfth,  A\dii(h  was  getting  short  of 
ammunition.  When  it  Avas  almost  to  the  Twelfth  the  Eighth  Corps 
charged  the  rebel  left  and  broke  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  Avas  dis(*overed  by 
Colonel  Thomas,  Eighth  Yermont,  he  ordered  a  charge  by  the  Eighth 
and  TAvelfth  into  the  woods  in  front,  which  Avas  made  in  splendid  style, 
driving  the  rebels  conqdetely  out  of  the  woods  several  hundred  yards 
to  a  stone  wall,  Avhere  they  formed  a  temporary  lodgment.  General 
Emory  ordered  me  not  to  let  the  Eighth  and  Twelfth  charge  into  the 
timber,  but  they  went  so  rapidly  I  could  not  stop  them  until  they  were 
in  the  edge  of  the  Avoods,  when  I  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth 
forward  to  their  support,  and  advanced  through  the  woods  to  the 
opposite  edge,  when  1  was  met  by  a  most  murderous  volley  from  the 
enemy  behind  the  stone  Avail.,  I  ordered  the  Eighth  and  Twelfth  to  halt 
at  the  edge  of  the  Avoods,  and  there  relieA^ed  the  Twelfth  with  the  One 
hundred  and  sixtieth,  and  ordered  the  Twelfth  to  fall  back  and  get 
ammunition  and  join  the  command  as  soon  as  possible.  As  soon  as  1 
determined  to  continue  the  advance  commenced  by  my  regiments 
without  orders,  I  notified  General  Emory  also  that  I  could  hold  the 
woods.  While  reporting  to  General  Emory,  General  Dwight  was  on  the 
right,  where  I  could  not  report  to  him.  By  recjuest  of  General  Crook  I 
moA^ed  my  regiments  to  the  left,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  enemy  behind  the 
stone  fence,  and  in  conjunction  with  General  Upton,  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
soon  drove  them  with  heavy  loss.  After  this  my  command  Avas  not 
again  engaged,  the  enemy  not  making  a  stand  north  of  AYinchester 
afterward. 

My  loss  was  heavy  in  officers,  and  among  them  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peck,  a  gallant  officer  and  a  polished  gentleman,  fatally  Avounded  by  a 
fragment  of  a  shell  while  preparing  to  go  into  action.  I  deeply  sympa¬ 
thize  with  his  many  friends  in  their  distress  for  his  loss.  Lieutenant- 
(k)lonel  Van  Petten  Avas  Avounded  early  in  the  action  quite  painfully, 
but  like  the  gallant  soldier  he  is  did  not  leave  the  field  until  after  the 
enemy  had. 

While  all  did  Avell,  officers  and  men,  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my 
conviction  of  duty  did  I  fail  to  mention  Colonel  Thomas,  Eighth  Yer¬ 
mont,  for  his  gallantry  and  coolness  at  all  times. 

JMy  staff  did  their  duty  in  a  most  efficient  and  gallant  style.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Witherell,  acting  aide-de-camp  and  provost-marshal,  was  the  only 
one  struck,  and  he  but  slightly. 
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Tlie  losses  of’  1113^  brigade  are  as  follows: 


Kcginient. 

Killed. 

Woundc'd. 

MiHsinji;. 

n-rrl -ml  o  n  T»  f  rt/ATCJ  ...  ... 

] 

8 

9 

28 

. . •  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . 

14 

51 

63 

1 

12tli  Connecticut . 

i 

1 

Total*  . 

31 

150 

2 

1 

,  Grantl  total,  183. 


Before  closing  this  report  I  must  mention  tlie  gallant  conduct  of 
Capt.  A.  G.  Goodwin,  of  the  Thirteenth  Maine,  who,  having  joined  the 
brigade  from  hospital  after  his  regiment  had  gone  home  on  veteran 
furlough,  was  assigned  to  duty,  at  his  request,  in  the  One  hundred  and 
sixtieth  Niew  York,  and  is  mentioned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
regiment  for  most  gallant  conduct. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  W.  McMILLAY, 
Brigadi er- Genera  /,  Comnian ding. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Lebfe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  85. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Sidney  E.  Clarl',  Twelfth  Connecticut  hifantryj  of 
operations  September  19  and  22. 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

Eear  Strasburg,  Va.,  September  22.,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  near  Winchester,  Va.,  on  the 
19th,  and  list  of  casualties: 

The  regiment  was  moved  to  the  front  and  formed  in  the  second  line  of 
battle,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  H.  Peck,  at  about  12  m., 
under  a  brisk  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  infantry  f  were  then 
moved  to  the  left  and  right  on  this  line  several  times,  owing  to  con- 
fiicting  orders.  Our  position  being  established,  we  awaited  further 
orders.  About  this  time  (1  p.  m.)  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell.  I  then  assumed  command  and 
the  regiment  was  immediately  ordered  to  move  to  the  first  line  and 
relieve  a  part  of  Colonel  Molineux’s  brigade,  of  the  Second  Division, 
which  order  we  executed  at  Hie  double-quick,  passing  through  the  line 
of  the  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire  and  oxieuing  fire  on  the  enemy. 
Til  is  position  we  held  for  three  or  four  hours,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire 
of  tlie  enemy’s  infantry,  who  were  advantageously  jiosted  in  a  belt  of 
woods  in  our  immediate  front.  Nearly  our  whole  loss  occurred  in  this 
])osition.  Upon  hearing  sharp  firing  on  our  right  flank  (enemy  appar¬ 
ently  falling  back).  Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  Eighth  Vermont,  sug¬ 
gested  to  me  that  we  charge  them.  My  command  being  then  out  of 
ammunition,  and  having  no  orders  from  you,  I  hesitated,  but  Colonel 
Th  as  being  anxious,  and  in  the  enthusiasm  of  tlie  moment  we  fixed 
bayonets,  and,  in  comiiaii}"  with  the  Eighth  Vermont,  moved  at  a 
double-quick,  driving  the  enemy  clear  of  the  woods  and  holding  them. 
Then  received  orders  to  halt  and  snqqfly  ourselves  with  ammunition. 

*  Put  sec  r<*vis<'(I  ta])le,  p.  114. 


316  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W,  VA.,  MD.,  AISD  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

P^niiid  it  difficult  to  restrain  tlie  men  from  continuing  tlie  chase.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  following  up  the  routed  enemy,  with 
the  brigade  much  of  the  time  under  a  shell  fire. 

Casualties:  Killed — commissioned  officers,  2;  enlisted  men,  5;  total, 
7.  Wounded — commissioned  officers,  3;  enlisted  men,  GOj  total,  63. 
Missing — enlisted  men,  1.* 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  I  have  to  report  that 
all  did  so  well  that  it  would  I)e  hardly  consistent  to  parti cularize^al ways 
obeying  orders.  But  I  must  mention  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck,  who 
labored  hard  to  keep  the  line  steady,  and  received  his  death  wound  in 
the  saddle.  His  death  is  a  severe  and  irreparable  loss  to  the  regiment. 
Lieutenants  Bulkley  and  Steadman  were  brave  and  efficient  officers, 
and  men  of  unimpeachable  moral  character.  Capt.  J.  D.  Boche,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  under  arrest,  volunteered  for  the  day.  He  behaved  nobly. 
He  is  generally  a  valuable  officer. 

The  dry  grass  in  our  front  caught  fire  during  the  engagement, 
thereby  endangering  our  position  5  a  volunteer  was  called  for  to  put  it 
out;  Corpl.  Augustine  Gray,  Company  C,  did  the  hazardous  duty. 

S.  E.  CLAEK, 

Captain^  Comclg.  Twelfth  Regiment  Connecticut  Yol.  Infantry. 

Capt.  L.  A.  Dickinson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  M  Brig.,  1st  Biv.,  19th  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

Harrisonhurg,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
this  regiment  in  the  engagement  at  EishePsHill  on  the  22d  instant: 

About  4  a.  m.  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  was  moved  from  its 
position  near  Strasburg  to  the  right,  taking  up  a  new  position  on  an 
elevation  masked  by  thick  woods ;  fortified  and  rested  for  orders.  One 
hundred  men,  detailed  the  night  before,  were  on  the  left  of  the  picket¬ 
line  near  Strasburg,  under  command  of  Captain  De  Forest.  They 
were  constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  At  10  a.  m.  I  was  de¬ 
tailed  as  field  officer  of  the  day  and  assigned  to'that  part  of  the  line 
where  our  detachment  was  posted.  I  left  the  regiment  in  command 
of  Capt.  S.  H.  Graimiss,  Company  B.  All  was  quiet  in  the  regiment 
the  remainder  of  the  day  until  the  advance  was  ordered,  when  the 
regiment  moved  with  the  brigade,  but  orders  being  given  by  General 
McAIillan  for  Captain  Graniiiss  to  report  to  me  at  Strasburg,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  no  farther  in  that  direction.  The  regiment  arrived  at  junction 
of  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  and  Strasburg  pike  about  7  p.  m.,  went 
into  bivouac  after  relieving  the  detachment,  who  had  then  been  on  the 
skirmish  line  over  twenty -four  hours.  About  9  p.  m.  I  received  orders 
to  withdraw  our  pickets  and  rejoin  the  brigade  then  in  close  pursuit  of 
the  enemy;  moved  from  our  place  of  bivouac  at  10  p.  m.;  marched  all 
night.  The  line  of  march  being  difficult  and  toilsome,  the  road  block¬ 
aded  by  artillery,  wagon -trains,  and  stragglers,  we  made  but  slow 
progress.  We  joined  the  brigade  about  4.30  a.  m.  the  next  day. 

Ko  casualties  occurred  during  the  day  in  the  regiment. 

S.  E.  CLAEK, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Twelfth  Regiment  Connecticut  Vol.  Infantry. 

Capt.  L.  A.  Dickinson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  l.st  I)iv.,  19th  Army  Corps. 


But  see  revised  table,  p.  114. 
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No.  86. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  Lf.  Lewis,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Lnfantry, 
of  operations  October  19. 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  20,  1864. 

Sir:  At  dawn  yesterday  I  lieard  lieavy  artillery  and  musketry  firing 
on  tlie  left  of  iny  position  and  in  tlie  direction  of  the  iiosition  of  the 
Eighth  Corps.  I  immediately  called  my  command  to  attention  and 
marched  with  the  brigade  to  the  left  to  support  the  Eighth  Corps,  who 
were  being  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy.  When  we  arrived  in 
rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  division  on  the  light  of  the  Eighth 
Corps  we  found  them  badly  broken  and  in  full  retreat.  We  immedi¬ 
ately  formed  line  of  battle  and  checked  the  enemy  until  both  flanks 
were  lapped  by  the  enemy,  . when  we  were  forced  to  fall  back  two  miles, 
Avhich  was  done  in  the  best  order  iiossible  under  the  circumstances. 
At  about  3  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  advance,  attack  the  enemy,  and 
reoccupy  our  former  xiosition,  w  hich  was  done  in  beautiful  style,  my 
right  Avith  its  brigade  having  the  extreme  right  of  the  line.  At  sun¬ 
down  we  had  occupied  our  former  position  and  comxiletely  routed  the 
enemy. 

The  losses  of  my  regiment  Avere  as  folio avs:  Killed — officers,  2- 
enlisted  men,  20.  Wounded — officers,  5 ;  enlisted  men,  52.  Missing,  03. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  deserve  the  greatest  credit  for 
their  bravery  and  coolness  in  that  trying  conflict. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  K.  LEWIS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Conidg.  Twelfth  Regiment  Connecticut  Vols. 

Adjt.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Washington,  1).  C. 


Ko.  87. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  Y.  Grant,  Fifth  New  Torlc  Battery^  of  operations 

September  19. 

In  Position  at  Strasburg,  Ya., 

September  21,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folloAA  ing  report  of  the  part 
taken  in  tlie  battle  of  the  19th  instant  by  the  Fifth  Kcav  York  Inde¬ 
pendent  Battery: 

At  3  a.  m.,  on  the  19th  instant,  I  withdrcAV  my  guns  from  position 
near  Berry  ville,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  Avith  the  First  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  for  the  Opequon.  Crossing  the  Opequon  about 
8  a.  m.  Avas  ordered  to  follow  the  Second  Brigade  through  the  Avoods, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  dense  undergrowth 
and  a  deep  ravine,  so  had  to  turn  around  and  cut  my  way  out  of  tlie 
Avoods  again  to  the  jvar.  About  2  p.  m.  aa^us  ordered  by  the  chief  of 
artillery  to  bring  a  section  to  the  front;  then  Avent  into  position  on  the 
right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  then  forming  for  a  cliarge.  Fired  a  feAA^ 
vshells,  and  again  moved  foiwAard  Avith  tlie  Nineteenth  Corps  then 
charging;  came  into  position  four  times,  Avhen  the  line  halted.  Again 
moved  forward  Avith  the  charging  line  to  near  Winchester,  where  1 
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halted  until  about  b  p.  m.,  when  1  was  again  ordered  to  Join  the  First 
Division^  and  weut  into  eamj)  in  rear  of  the  Seeond  Brigade,  First 
Division,  for  the  night. 

Expended  twenty-eight  rounds  of  aniinunition  and  had  two  horses 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  V.  GEAOT, 

First  Lieuiemnt,  Commanding  Battery, 
Gapt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Ai'S i stant  A  djuta  nt-  Genera  J. 


No.  88. 

Report  of  B^ng.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover^  U.  iS.  Army,,  commanding  t^econd 
Division,,  of  operations  September  19-23. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

October  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  For  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  at  the  recent  battles 
of  the  19th  last  near  Winchester  and  22d  last  near  FisheFs  Hill,  Ya., 
and  the  oiierations  immediately  connected  therewith,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  repoid : 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  19th  the  division,  being  the  advance  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  left  its  camp  near  Berryville  and  marched  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Winchester.  When  within  about  two  miles  of  the  Opequon 
ford,  pursuant  to  orders,  we  halted  to  allow  the  Sixth  Corps,  moving 
on  our  right  with  its  ordnance  and  ambulance  train,  to  take  the 
advance.  Soon  after  daylight  the  firing  of  artillery  and  small-arms 
became  quite  rapid  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and  I  received 
orders  to  push  forAvard,  in  advance  of  the  before-mentioned  train,  Avith 
all  practicable  rapidity.  Having  arrived  at  the  front,  the  division  was 
rapidly  formed  ill  two  lines  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
General  Birge’s  (First)  brigade  foianed  the  right  and  Colonel  Sharpe’s 
(Third)  brigade  the  left  of  the  first  line,  Avith  Colonel  Shunk’s  (Fourth) 
and  Colonel  Molineux’s  (Second)  brigade  on  the  right  and  left,  respect- 
‘wely,  of  the  second  line.  In  this  order,  at  11.45  a.  m.,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Sixth  Coiqis  on  the  left  and  the  First  Division  in  echelon  on 
the  right,  the  lines  advanced  over  a  country  much  broken,  and  quite 
densely  Avooded  on  our  left,  and  soon  encountered  the  enemy  in  strong 
position  and  force,  with  artillery  Avell  posted  and  serA^ed.  The  enemy’s 
first  line  Avas  broken  and  driven  in  by  our  steady  advance  aa  ith  consid¬ 
erable  loss  on  our  side,  but  Avithout  check.  During  this  advance, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  greater  obliquity  of  the 
movement  on  the  left  than  could  have  been  anticipated,  an  interval  of 
some  400  yards  occurred  between  the  left  of  General  Birge’s  brigade 
and  the  right  of  Colonel  Shaiqie’s.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  in  the 
general  result  this  interval  operated  to  our  disadvantage,  as  it  enabled 
us  to  coA^er  greater  distance  to  the  right  where  the  enemy  nearly  out¬ 
flanked  us  in  strong  force.  To  i)revent,  however,  the  enemy  from  tak¬ 
ing  any  advantage  of  this  interval  Colonel  Mplineiix’s  brigade  Avas 
ordered  to  advance  from  the  second  line  and  cover  the  oiiening.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  General  Birge’s  brigade  to  an  a<lvantageous  position, 
and  in  prolongation  of  the  line  held  by  the  trooi)s  on  the  left,  it  was 
ordered  to  halt  and  lie  doAvn  and  aAvait  orders,  but  having  driAmn  the 
enemy  from  his  first  line,  in  the  noise  and  excitement  of  the  battle, 
though  from  my  personal  observation  the  oftlcers  Avithout  exception  did 
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their  duty,  they  were  for  a  time  nimble  to  restrain  the  impetuosity  of 
the  ranks,  ami  the  whole  brigade  charged  as  a  man  and  drove  the  enemy 
some  300  yards  beyond  where  its  hanks  were  snp])ortedor  could  at  that 
time  receive  the  proper  support.  Eeceiving  a  fire  of  artillery  and  small- 
arms  upon  front  and  hanks,  of  course  it  was  obliged  to  retire.  It  did 
not  do  so,  however,  until  the  lines  on  the  left  had  retired,  including 
Colonel  Sharpe’s  brigade,  which  held  its  position  until  its  left  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy’s  advance  by  the  falling  back  of  the  troops  on 
his  left.  As  the  advance  line  retired  the  reserve  line  moved  forward  in 
front  of  the  woods  from  which  we  had  at  first  debouched,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  two  sections  of  Captain  Bradbury’s  (First  Maine)  battery, 
held  the  enemy  completely  in  check.  Colonel  Sharpe,  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  first  advance,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  brigade  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Feafie,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Eew  York,  who  still  held  his  command  on 
the  immediate  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  General  Birge’s  brigade 
reformed  on  our  second  line  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  our  right,  the 
Fourth  Brigade  holding  the  front  on  that  fiank,  while  Colonel  Moli- 
neux’s  held  the  advanced  position  on  the  left.  This  ground  was  hotly 
contested  for  some  hours,  and  the  enemy  pressed  heavily  upon  our  right 
flank  and  annoyed  our  lines  considerably  by  a  battery  which  nearly 
enfiladed  them.  When  the  ammunition  of  these  brigades  was  expended 
they  were  relieved  by  the  First  Division  and  resupplied  themselves 
from  the  rear. 

I  must  make  special  mention  here  of  the  excellent  service  done  by  the 
Eleventh  Indiana  A^olunteers,  Colonel  Macauley  commanding,  and  the 
One  hundred  and  thirty-first  Yew  York,  Colonel  Day  commanding  5  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Yew  York,  Lieutenant- Col  on  el  Yeafie  com¬ 
manding,  and  the  First  Maine  Battery,  Captain  Bradbury  commanding. 
Yone  of  the  troops,  however,  who  were  here  engaged  failed  to  do  their 
whole  duty  and  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  soldiershii)  of  the  rank  and  file 
and  upon  the  gallantry  of  their  commanders. 

At  a  little  after  3  m.  General  Crook’s  command  took  position  on 
our  light  and  moved  upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  an  advance  of  the 
whole  line  Avas  immediately  ordered  and  executed  Avith  alacrity.  The 
enemy,  though  disi)uting  the  ground  stubbornly  with  artiller}^,  con¬ 
tinued  to  retire,  inflicting  at  the  same  time  but  small  loss  upon  our 
advancing  lines.  We  bivouacked  at  dark  for  the  night  just  beyond 
the  toAvn  of  Winchester.  On  the  20th  the  division  marched  to  Stras- 
burg,  and  on  the  next  day  nothing  worth  mention  occurred,  except¬ 
ing  a  reconnaissance  by  the  Yinth  Connecticut,  Avho  found  the  enemy 
in  some  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  Shenandoah  and  returned  to 
camx)  about  0  j).  m.  The  enemy  Avas  here  in  our  front  in  strong  posi¬ 
tion,  with  tAvo  lines  gf  works.  Early  on  the  22d  the  army  moA^ed  to 
the  immediate  front  of  the  Avorks,  the  Second  Division,  Yineteenth 
Corps,  on  the  extreme  left.  Hastily-made  works  Avere  throAvn  up 
along  the  Avhole  line,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Birge 
on  the  right  and  Colonel  Molineux  on  the  left.  Constant  though  not 
heavy  skirmishing,  with  some  artillery  pra<*tice,  continued  all  the 
morning  on  both  sides.  To  strengthen  and  shorten  our  lines  it  became 
necessary  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  and  occupy  their 
lines.  Tliis  Avas  handsomely  done  by  tlie  One  hundred  and  tw<Mity- 
eighth  YeAv  York  Volunteeis,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foster  commanding, 
supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  YeAV  York  Volnnban-s, 
Major  LeAvis  commanding,  alien-  a  most  eflicient  and  benelicial  sIk'U- 
ing  from  a  battery  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Captain  Tall, 
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chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps,  and  one  section  of  Captain  Bradbury’s 
battery.  A  strong  working  party  immediately  commenced  strength¬ 
ening  the  position  thus  seized,  and  though  under  a  hot  fire,  especially 
of  artillery,  the  line  was  nearly  finished  in  its  entire  length  w^hen  the 
♦  order  to  advance  was  received  along  the  whole  line.  Though  the 
ground  Avas  very  unfavorable  for  an  advance,  the  troops  pushed  on  with 
the  greatest  zeal  and  with  all  the  rapidity  possible,  cheering,  and  with 
colors  flying.  The  enemy,  after  firing  a  few  rounds  of  artillery  and 
doing  some  not  very  eflective  musketry  firing,  fled  from  behind  their 
Avorks,  so  closely  folloAved  up,  hoAvever,  as  to  be  unable  to  take  aAvay 
their  artillery  or  its  ammunition.  One  company  of  the  One  hundred 
and  seventy-sixth  [N^eAV  York],  commanded  by  Captain  EntAvistle,  Avas, 
I  think,  undoubtedly  the  first  upon  the  works,  and  the  captain  took 
possession,  Avith  his  company,  of  four  pieces  of  artillery.  He  Avas  so 
closely  followed  by  the  TAventy-eighth  loAva,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wil¬ 
son  commanding,  that  there  could  have  been  but  a  short  interval  of 
time  between  the  arrival  of  both,  but  to  Captain  Entwistle,  witli  his 
company,  I  think,  is  due  the  honor  of  first  taking  possession  of  the 
pieces.  A  large  quantity  of  small-arms,  too  numerous  to  count  or 
collect  in  the  hurried  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  Avere  found  scattered  over 
the  ground  in  rear  of  the  Avorks.  We  found  our  advance  Avell  into  the 
works  about  dark,  and  I  was  ordered  to  push  the  advance  of  my 
division,  without  Avaiting  to  organize  or  collect  those  who  had  be¬ 
come  separated  in  the  liurry  of  the  advance,  upon  the  road  taken 
by  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  Colcyiel  Molineux’s  brigade,  being  the 
nearest  at  hand,  Avas  hurried  to  the  front,  and  a  line  of  skirmishers, 
consisting  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Volunteers  and  One  hundred  and 
thirty-first  lYeAv  York  Volunteers,  Avere  hastily  throAvn  out  on  the  left 
and  right  of  the  road,  and  the  advance  commenced.  About  8.30  p.  m. 
Ave  came  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  consisting,  as  we  AA^ere  in¬ 
formed  by  a  prisoner,  of  the  Sixth  Georgia  Volunteers.  The  firing 
betAA  een  our  skirmishers  and  the  enemy  Avas  rapid,  but  of  short  dura¬ 
tion,  the  enemy  retiring.  The  adAmnce  was  continued  Avitliout  inter¬ 
ruption  for  about  an  hour,  when  again  our  skirmishers  Avere  checked 
by  the  enemy’s  fire  of  musketry,  supported  by  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
well  trained  upon  the  road.  Lines  of  battle  Avere  immediately  hurried 
forAvard,  but  the  enemy  retreated  and  Ave  saAV  no  more  of  him  during 
the  night.  I  regret  to  say,  that  from  some  unaccountable  misconcep¬ 
tion  of  our  position  in  front  by  the  troops  in  the  rear,  on  both  occasions 
when  the  skirmish  line  aa  as  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  it  Avas  also  fired 
upon  by  tioops  in  the  rear,  uotAvithstanding  every  precaution  AAms  taken 
to  prevent  such  an  occurrence.  Our  losses  were  not  heavy  during  the 
night  advance,  but  OAving  to  the  intense  darkness  and  the  broken  char¬ 
acter  of  the  country,  the  advance  Avas  very  slow  and  extremely  tedious. 
The  immediate  command  of  the  skirmish  line  was  conducted  at  first  by 
Colonel  Molineux,  and,  subsequently,  by  Colonel  Macauley,  to  both  of 
whom  great  credit  is  due  for  their  zeal,  actiAuty,  and  success  under  very 
adverse  circumstances.  At  about  4.30  a.  m.  on  the  23d  our  advance 
reached  Woodstock,  about  twelve  miles  from  Strasburg,  Avhere  the 
army  bivouacked  until  12  m.  During  the  advance  from  Strasburg 
about  200  prisoners  fell  iuto  our  hands,  and  six  Avagons  were  abandoned 
and  burnt  on  the  road  by  the  enemy. 

For  list  of  casualties  in  both  battles  and  in  the  advance  to  Wood- 
stock  see  appendix. 

For  fiudher  details,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reports  of  brigade 
commanders  and  the  commander  of  the  battery. 
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In  closing  this  report  I  would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  corps  to  the  gallantry  in  battle  as  shown 
by  the  success  wherever  placed  and  the  heavy  list  of  casualties  con¬ 
sequent  thereon  of  this  command  j  also,  in  addition  to  the  regiments  and 
officers  specially  mentioned  in  reports  of  brigade  commanders  and  the 
commancler  of  the  battery,  I  would  make  mention  for  their  gallantry  and 
untiring  zeal  during* the  operations  covered  by  this  report  of  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Birge,  commanding  First  Brigade;  Col.  E.  L.  Molineux, 
commanding  Second  Brigade;  Col.  Jacob  Sharpe,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  at  Winchester,  where  he  was  severely  wounded;  Col.  Dan. 
Macauley,  commanding  Eleventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Third  Bri¬ 
gade,  after  the  absence  of  Colonel  Sharpe;  Colonel  Day,  commanding 
One  hundred  and  thirty-first  Vew  York  Volunteers:  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Yeafie,  commanding  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  ^ew  York  Volun¬ 
teers;  Captain  Bradbury,  commanding  First  Maine  Battery,  and  the 
following-named  officers  of  my  staff,  viz,  Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  jr., 
assistant  adjutant- general ;  Maj.  R.  McD.  Hart,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Capt. 
H.  A.  Darling,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  D.  H.  Finley,  Thir¬ 
teenth  Connecticut,  mustering  officer;  Captain  Rhoades,  Third  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Cavalry;  Captain  Curtis,  imovost-marshal ;  First  Lieutenant 
Parsons,  judge-advocate;  First  Lieut.  T.  C.  Otis,  aide-de-camp. 

APPENDIX. 


Numerical  list  of  casualties  in  Second' Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  in  the  engagements 
at  Winchester,  Va.,  September  19,  1864,  and  Strasburg,  Va.,  September  22,  1864. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total  casualties. 

Troops. 

2 

CO 

i 

O 

a> 

4^ 

o 

o 

a 

<D 

73 

o 

<V 

o 

g 

a 

o 

o 

sa 

1 

1 

o 

,  O 

H 

o 

H 

o 

H 

o 

H 

WINCHESTER,  VA. 

‘P'irst  Brigade . 

9 

101 

no 

35 

324 

359 

3 

171 

174 

47 

596 

643 

Second  Brigade .... 

6 

57 

63 

16 

332 

348 

7 

212 

219 

29 

601 

630 

Third  Brigade . 

40 

40 

14 

201 

215 

29 

29 

14 

270 

284 

Fourth  Brigade. . . . 

4 

25 

i  io 

12 

138 

150 

29 

29 

16 

192 

208 

First  Maine  Bat¬ 

2 

1 

5 

6 

1 

7 

8 

tery. 

i  ^ 

Total* . 

19 

225 

244 

78 

1,000 

1,078 

10 

441 

451 

107 

1,  666 

1,  773 

STRASBURG,  VA. 

First  Brigade . 

o 

3 

1 

1 

1 

o 

2 

6 

6 

Sec  oh  d  Brigade. . . . 

4 

4 

17  ? 

17 

2). 

21 

Third  Brigade . 

4 

4 

14 

14 

18 

18 

Fourth  Brigade. . . . 

3 

12 

15 

3 

12 

15 

First  Maine  Bat¬ 

tery. 

'  Total* . 

11 

11 

3 

44 

47 

2 

2 

3 

57 

60 

Grand  total. . 

19 

236 

~l55" 

81 

1,044 

1,125 

10 

443 

453 

ikT 

1,723 

1,  833 

*  A  large  niiml)er  of  tho.se  above  reported  as  missing  are  known  to  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy 
on  the  held. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  GROVER, 

B rif/a  flier- General,  Commanding, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genekal, 

Headquarters  Hetaclwient  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

••  But  see  revised  tables,  pp.  115, 123. 
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89. 

Rc]}ort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  ir.  Birge^  U.  S.  Army,  eommanding  Second 
Division,  of  operations  October 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Cree'k,  V-a.,  October  1804. 

Sir;  Brevet  Major-General  Grover,  eommaiidiiig  division,  being  tem¬ 
porarily  absent  on  account  of  wounds  received  during  tlie  action  of  the 
19th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  command  on  that  day  and  the  20th  and  21st  instant:. 

Tuesday  evening,  October  18,  orders  were  issued  by  General  Grover 
to  the  First  Brigade  under  my  command.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel 
Molineux,  and  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Macau! ey,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
move  at  5.30  the  next  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  toward  Strasburg,  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Colonel  Shunk,  being 
directed  to  move  forward  and  occupy  as  soon  as  vacated  the  line  then 
held  by  the  First  and  Third.  In  compliance  with  these  orders  the 
whole  command  was  under  arms  in  light  marching  order,  and  the  First 
Maine  Battery  hitched  up  at  5  a.  m.  19th  instant,  the  relative  i)osition 
of  the  brigades  being  as  follows;  Four  regiments  of  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  the  First  Brigade,  and  four  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade 
formed  the  first  line  from  right  to  left  as  named,  the  right  connecting 
with  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  the  left  reaching  nearly  to  the 
pike.  The  remaining  regiments  of  thetSecond  Brigade  and  the  Fourth 
Brigade  formed  the  second  line,  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth 
Ne^Y  York  being  detached  from  Third  Brigade  as  guard  to  ammunition 
train,  a  picket-line  of  350  men  from  Second  and  Third  Brigades  cov¬ 
ered  the  front,  connecting  with  the  iiicket-line  of  the  First  Division  on 
the  right  and  that  of  the  Eighth  Corps  on  the  left.  The  First  Maine 
Battery  occupied  commanding  ground  on  the  right  of  Third  Brigade 
and  in  front  of  the  Fourth.  The  whole  iiosition  was  very  strong  against 
attack  from  the  front,  and  had  been  strengthened  by  earth- works 
thrown  up  along  the  front  of  the  first  line,  the  general  direction  of 
which  was  parallel  to  Cedar  Creek,  but  was  entirely  commanded  by 
the  high  ground  on  the  left  of  tlie  pike,  occupied  by  the  Eighth  Corps, 
and  was  indefensible  against  an  attack  from  that  direction.  About 
5.15  a.  m.  and  before  any  of  the  troops  had  moved  out  on  the  projected 
reconnaissance,  musketry  firing  was  heard,  apparently  on  the  left  of 
the  picket-line  of  the  Eighth  Corps,  and  soon  after  on  our  own  picket¬ 
line  in  front.  By  direction  of  General  Grover,  the  following  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  forces  under  his  command  was  promptly  made:  The  first  line 
occupied  the  works  in  their  immediate  front,  sending  out  sharpshooters 
and  skirmishers  to  the  banks  of  the  creek;  the  One  hundred  and  sev- 
eiity-sixth  New  York  and  part  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New 
York,  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  were  thrown  back  nearly ^t  a 
right  angle  with  the  brigade  line,  and  the  Fourth  Brigade  moved  to  the 
left,  connecting  with  and  forming  on  the  prolongation  of  this  line;  the 
Twenty-second  Iowa  and  Third  Massachusetts  [Cavalry  (dismounted)], 
from  the  Second  Brigade,  were  moved  to  the  left  as  support  to  the  bat¬ 
tery.  While  these  movements  were  being  made,  the  firing  in  thedlrection 
of  the  Eighth  Corps  became  very  heavy  and  incessant,  and  our  pickets 
in  front  were  gradually  driven  back  to  the  creek.  As  day  dawned  che 
enemy  appeared  in  strong  force  on  the  high  ground  on  the  left  of  our 
position,  from  which  he  had  forced  back  the  Eighth  Corps  and  rapidly 
advanced,  his  lines  extending  from  the  creek  to  our  left  and  rear  as  far 
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as  could  be  seen  through  th'e  smoke  and  prevailing  fog.  The  troops  on 
the  left,  thus  attacked  in  front  and  flank,  made  a  stubborn  resistance, 
and  on  the  line  of  the  Third  Brigade  a  hand-to-hand  conflict  ensued, 
during  which  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  and  One 
hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York  Eegiments  were  seized  by  the  enemy, 
but  in  both  instances  were  torn  from  the  flag-stafls  and  saved.  At  the 
same  time  a  battery  opened  on  our  lines  from  the  left  and  another  from 
the  high  ground  in  front  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  creek.  Pressed 
by  an  overwhelming  force,  and  having  already  lost  very  heavily,  our  line 
was  forced  back,  retiring  in  good  order,  but  leaving  some  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Macauley,  commanding  the  brigade, 
was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  engagement,  and  Major  Hart,  of 
General  Grover^s  staff,  soon  after  received  a  wound  from  which  he  died 
the  next  morning.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Neafie,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
sixth  New  York,  took  command  of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  enemy  now 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  secure  the  guns  of  the  Pirst  Maine  Battery, 
four  of  which  were  in  their  original  position,  and  well  and  rapidly 
served.  Lieutenant  Haley  commanding,  the  other  section,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Morton,  having  been  sent  to  the  left.  Lieutenant  Haley  was 
wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Snow  succeeded  in  getting  all  but  two  cais¬ 
sons  off  the  grounds,  but  was  finally  obliged  to  abandon  one  gun  and 
three  caissons,  the  horses  being  shot.  Lieutenant  Morton  was  killed  and 
one  gun  of  his  section  captured,  but  all  were  subsequently  retaken. 
In  the  meantime  the  First  Brigade  and  that  part  of  the  Second  Brigade 
not  engaged  were  holding  their  respective  positions,  but  losing  from 
infantry  and  artillery  fire  from  front,  flank,  and  rear.  By  order  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Grover  they  now  fell  back,  the  First  Brigade  along  the  line  of 
works,  forming  a  new  line  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  right  and  per¬ 
pendicular  to  the  original  line,  and  holding  it  till  turned  bythe  enemy, 
when  it  fell  back  to  the  hill  previously  occupied  by  a  brigade  of 
First  Division.  Making  a  short  stand  here,  it  was  again  pressed  back, 
and  again  made  a  stand  in  an  open  field,  with  the  Fourth  Brigade  on 
its  left;  having,  in  the  efforts  made  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
lost  severely  in  killed  and  wounded  and  some  prisoners.  The  Seconcl 
Brigade  moved  out  by  the  right  flank  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  taking  advantage  of  every  favorable  position  to  halt  and 
check  the  advancing  enemy,  which  it  did  several  times  very  gallantly. 
The  Third  Brigade  withdrew  more  to  the  left,  and  being  ordered  to 
form  on  the  right  of  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  operated  with  it  till 
about  10  o’clock,  and  about  11  joined  this  command.  From  the  posi¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  brigades,  as  above  described,  they  gradually  retired, 
conforming  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  making  stands  at  three 
difterent  points  until,  between  10  and  11  o’clock,  an  advance  was 
ordered,  and  the  division  moved  some  distance  to  the  front,  forming  on 
the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  tAvo  lines,  the  First  and  Second  Bri¬ 
gades  in  the  first,  and  the  Fourth  and  Third  (which  came  up  about 
this  time)  [in]  the  second  line;  the  First  Division  of  this  corps  on  tlie 
right.  A  strong  skirmish  line  Avas  deployed  to  the  front,  wliich  Avas 
driven  in  about  noon,  and  the  enemy  in  strong  force  attacked  our 
lines,  but  Avas  eflectually  repulsed.  He  continued,  hoAA  ^ver,  to  annoy 
us  Avith  his  artillery,  but  inflicting  slight  loss.  Soon  after  the  repulse 
another  advance  Avas  ordered.  General  Grover  directing  that  the  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Sixth  ('orps  should  be  maintained  on  the  left,  but 
the  right  in  essed  forward  more  rapidly,  thus  gradually  SAvinging  to 
the  left.  The  troops  advanced  with  the  greatest  impetuosity,  under  a 
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severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  infantry  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  in  front 
and  an  accurate  and  rapid  fire  from  a  battery  on  the  hill  beyond,  drove 
him  out  and  occupied  the  hill,  where  a  halt  was  ordered.  While 
holding  this  position,  and  shortly  after  gaining  it,  General  Grover, 
who  had  been  wounded  early  in  the  day,  was  again  wounded  in  the 
arm,  compelling  him  to  leave  the  field,  and  I  then  took  command  of 
the  division.  About  4.30  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Brevet  Major- 
General  Emory  to  advance,  and  the  troops  again  moved  forward  with 
the  same  gallantry  and  impetuosity  as  in  the  previous  charge,  the 
enemy  retreating  in  great  confusion  and  our  forces  pursuing  without 
a  halt  till  the  camp  which  had  been  left  in  the  morning  was  reached. 
By  direction  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  pursuit  ter¬ 
minated  here,  and  the  division  went  into  camp,  each  brigade  occupying 
its  original  ground.  At  8  p.  m.,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the 
brevet  major-general  commanding,  the  Fourth  Brigade  moved  toward 
Strasburg  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  rear  of  the  First  Division, 
occupying  the  town. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  20th  the  division  marched  to  the  heights  overlook¬ 
ing  Strasburg,  and,  by  direction  of  General  Emory,  was  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion,  where  it  remained  until  7  the  next  morning,  21st,  when  the  whole 
division  returned  to  its  former  camp  on  Cedar  Creek, 

I  inclose  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  to  which  reference  is  in¬ 
vited,  for  more  minute  details  of  the  part  taken  by  each  in  the  battle 
of  the  19th  than  the  limits  of  this  report  permit. 

A  numerical  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  division  is  appended.  A 
nominal  list  has  been  forwarded. 

Of  the  gallantry,  steadiness,  and  good  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this 
division  during  the  various  and  trying  phases  of  th^  action  of  the  19th 
I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms.  Every  brigade  kept  its  organization 
during  the  day,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  behavior  of  officers  and 
men  was  all  that  could  be  asked  for.  Of  the  Second  Brigade,  oper-  • 
ating  ill  connection  with  mine  and  moving  on  the  same  line,  I  am  able, 
from  personal  observation,  to  speak  with  the  highest  commendation. 
In  the  Fourth  Brigade  every  regimental  commander  was  wounded. 
Of  the  desperate  resistance  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  early  in  tlie 
day  made  by  the  Third  Brigade  I  have  already  spoken.  Its  conduct 
during  the  advance  in  the  afternoon  was  no  less  praiseworthy.  I 
respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding 
to  the  instances  of  individual  heroism  and  meritorious  conduct  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 

To  the  members  of  General  Grover’s  staff,  who  reported  to  me  for 
duty  after  he  was  wounded,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  efficient  aid 
and  support.  Tlieir  gallantry  on  the  field  was  conspicuous.  To  Capt. 
E.  A.  Eiska,  Thirtieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Captain  God¬ 
dard,  Twelfth  Maine  Volunteers,  of  my  own  staff,  I  am  very  greatly 
indebted  for  untiring  attention  to  their  duties,  performed  with  ability 
and  good  judgment,  and  their  bravery  in  action  deserves  special  men¬ 
tion. 


Kespectfully, 


HENBY  VT.  BIBGE, 

Briyadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


Maj.  Duncan  S.  Walker, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
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NumericuJ  list  of  casualties  in  Second  Division,  Nmeteentli  Army  Corps,  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  October  19,  1864,  at  Cedar  Creek,  TA. 


Killed. 

AVouuded . 

Missing. 

Total  casualties. 

Effective  strength 
next  day. 

Troop.s. 

5C 

(V 

o 

=6 

o 

Men.  j 

Total . 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

1 

Total. 

Officers. 

P 

■  1 

Total. 

Field  and  staff. 
First  Brigade  . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

’26’ 

-28 

9 

139 

148 

5 

176 

181 

16 

341 

357 

57 

1,447 

1,504 

Second  Bri¬ 

2 

18 

20 

13 

161 

174 

2 

90 

92 

17 

269 

286 

74 

1,366 

1,440 

gade. 

ThirdBrigade . 

1 

19 

20 

9 

82 

91 

3 

206 

209 

13 

307 

320 

31 

763 

794 

Fourth  Bri¬ 

3 

23 

26 

19 

184 

203 

6 

97 

103 

28 

304 

332 

41 

1,  058 

1,099 

gade. 

First  Maine 

1 

2 

3 

1 

16 

17 

8 

8 

2. 

26 

28 

1 

110 

111 

Battery. 

Total*..- 

,«s 

98 

52 

582 

634 

16 

1 

577 

593 

78 

1,247 

1,325 

204 

4,744 

4, 948 

No.  90. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Wr  Birge^  U.  8,  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  September  19-23. 

Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonhurg,  September  27,- 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  brigade  moved  from  camp 
near  Berry ville  at  2  a.  m.  September  19;  marched  through  Berry ville 
to  within  two  miles  of  Winchester,  and  at  11  a.  m.  was  assigned  position 
by  Brigadier-Cxeneral  Grover,  commanding  division.  The  line  was 
formed  from  right  to  left  as  follows:  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire  Vol¬ 
unteers,  Colonel  Gardiner ;  Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Farr  ; 
Twelfth  Maine,  Lieutenant-Colonel  llsley;  Fourteeenth  Maine,  Colonel 
Porter,  and  Seventy- fifth  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock.  A 
strong  skirmish  line  was  advanced  through  and  to  the  edge  of  a  iiiece 
of  woods  in  front  of  the  position,  and  the  Ninth  Connecticut,  Colonel 
Cahill,  deployed  400  yards  on  the  right  cn  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  line 
of  battle,  with  skirmishers  in  advance.  Colonel  Cahill  was  instructed 
to  connect  the  left  of  his  skirmish  line  with  the  right  of  the  advanced 
skirmishers,  and  to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  brigade  and  main¬ 
tain  his  relative  position  by  moving  by  a  flank  as  the  line  advanced. 
The  Third  Brigade  v/as  in  position  on  my  left,  and  two  regiments  of 
Fourth  Brigade  on  the  right.  At  11.45  a.  m.  received  orders  to  move 
on  the  enemy,  and  immediately  advanced  through  the  Avoods  before 
mentioned  and  into  an  open  held  about  500  yards  in  Avidth;  crossed 
this  field  under  an  artillery  and  infantry  fire  from  the  enemy  in  posi¬ 
tion  in  a  belt  of  Axoods  in  front  and  extending  to  the  right,  and  when 
witliin  200  yards  charged  with  fixed  bayonets  at  double-quick.  Broke 
his  line  on  the  entire  front  of  the  brigade  and  drove  him  through  and 
out  of  the  Avoods.  As  the  troops  entered  the  woods  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Grover  to  halt  and  hold  that  position  and  not  to  go  farther 
into  the  woods,  but  the  charge  Avas  so  rapid  and  impetuous  and  the 
men  so  much  excited  by  the  sight  of  the  enemy  in  full  retreat  before 
them  that  it  was  imiAossible  to  execute  the  order,  and  the  Avhole  line 
pressed  forward  to  the  extreme  edge  of  the  timber,  some  300  yards 
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beyond  tbe  enemy’s  original  position  and  to  Ids  rear  on  both  hanks. 
The  brigade  was  noAv  far  in  advance  of  our  own  line  and  subjected  to 
a  severe  and  concentrated  eulilading  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  from 
the  right  and  infantry  from  the  left.  In  front  the  enemy  were  retreat¬ 
ing  in  great  confusion,  but  immediately  and  simultaneously  threw  a 
dieavy  force  on  each  flank.  Meantime  our  forces  on  my  left  liad  been 
forced  back,  the  movement  commencing  to  the  left  and  extending  till 
it  had  reached  the  right  of  the  Tldrd  Brigade.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  to  hold  the  position  was  impossible,  and  the  brigade  fell  back 
on  the  original  skirmish  line.  Immediately  after,  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-first  New  York,  Colonel  Day,  reported  to  me,  and  until  the  second 
advance  held  an  advanced  position  in  the  field  between  the  two  lines. 
At  4  p.  m.  a  second  general  advance  was  made,  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-first  New  York  and  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  Major  Allen, 
forming  the  left  of  iny  line,  which  connected  witli  the  right  of  the  Sixth 
Corps.  My  right,  connecting  Avith  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  this  division, 
advanced  under  a  severe  fire,  particularly  of  artillery,  the  whole  line 
])ressing  the  enemy  steadily  back  at  all  points.  At  5  o’clock  the  enemy 
was  in  full  retreat;  at  7,  went  into  camp  one  mile  and  a  half  beyond 
Winchester.  The  Ninth  Connecticut  still  remained  in  its  original  posi¬ 
tion  and  took  no  part  in  the  engagement.  It  joined  the  brigade  the 
next  morning. 

September  20,  at  0  a.  m.  moved  out  on  tlie  Strasburg  pike,*  and  at  5 
p.  m.  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  toAvn;  distance  marclied  about 
eighteen  miles.  September  21,  moved  to  a  ])osition  on  the  right  and 
in  advance  of  the  town.  Tlie  Ninth  Connecticut  was  sent  to  the  left  to 
reconnoiter  the  fords  and  drive  the  enemy’s  pickets  from  the  bluffs  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  September  22,  moved  at  daylight  to  the 
front  and  right  of  the  town  and  intrenched.  At  4  p.  m.  moved  to  the 
left  and  occupied  the  Avorks  on  the  hill  in  front  of  the  toAvn  before  held 
by  Second  Brigade,  then  advancing.  At  5  received  orders  from  General 
Emory  to  move  to  the  front  till  the  head  of  the  column  struck  the  pike 
and  wait  for  further  orders.  At  7.30  received  orders  to  move  doAvn  the 
pike,  and  soon  after  came  up  Avith  and  joined  the  division.  The  Twelfth 
Maine  was  then  sent  forvA-ard  on  the  skirmish  line  and  the  Fourteenth 
Maine,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire,  Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts,  and 
Sev^enty-fifth  New  York,  deployed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  in 
two  lines.  Marched  in  this  position  till  near  Woodstock.  The  four 
last-named  regiments  marched  by  a  flank,  passed  through  Woodstock, 
and  Avent  into  camp  a  short  distance  beyond  tlie  town  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d.  The  Ninth  Connecticut,  Avhich  had  been  left  at 
Strasburg,  came  up  and  joined  the  brigade  at  8  a.  m. 

The  casualties  in  the  five  regiments  named  as  engaged  in  the  battle 
on  the  10th were :  Killed — 8  commissioned  officers,  9G  enlisted  men ;  total, 
104;  wounded — 35  commissioned  officers,  325  enlisted  men;  total,  3G0; 
missing — 4  commissioned  officers,  71  enlisted  men;  total,  75;  making 
an  aggregate  of  530,*  a  numerical  and  nominal  list  of  wliichhas  already 
been  foiAvarded  to  you.  Three  of  the  officers  reported  as  missing  are 
known  to  have  been  taken  prisoners,  and  most  of  the  men.  In  Seventy- 
fifth  New  York  every  man  is  accounted  for.  Those  in  other  regi¬ 
ments  not  accounted  for  are  doubtless  prisoners  or  killed  and  buried 
unrecognized.  Among  the  officers  Avounded  are  Colonel  Gardiner,  Four¬ 
teenth  New  Hampshire,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  Seventy-fifth 
New  York,  both  of  whom  lost  a  leg;  Major  Clark,  Twenty-sixth  Massa- 

*  But  see  revised  table,  i>.  114. 
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(iliusetts,  Avounded  slightly.  Major  Tlmrher  succeeded  to  the  cominand 
ot  the  Seventy-hfth  I^ew  York  and  Captain  Tohnan  to  the  Fonrteenth 
Xew  HamiAshire. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  and  continuous  advance  of  the  army  since  the 
19th,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  official  reports  of  the  eoinmanders 
of  regiments.  These  will  be  forAvarded  AAdien  received,  Avith  supple¬ 
mentary  re])ort  giving  more  detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  (‘ach 
regiment  and  indiAuduals  AAdio  distingnished  theniselA^es  l)y  gallanti-y 
and  meritorious  services. 

In  (‘oncluding  this  report,  1  beg  leave  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
cliarge  made  by  this  brigade  has  rarely  if  ever  been  excelled  for  the 
gallantry  and  steadiness  Avith  AA'hicffi  it  Avas  made,  and  that  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  live  regiments  A>iio  participated  in  it  are  entitled  to 
special  praise  and  commendation.  They  only  relinquished  the  position 
which  they  had  gained  Avhen  more  than  one-quarter  of  their  number 
Avere  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  to  have  remained  longer  Avould  have 
been,  Avithout  support,  inevitable  destruction .  I  also  express  my  thanks 
to  Captain  Fiske,  Thirtieth  Massacliiisetts;  Captain  FixAley  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wriglit,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire;  Captain  Goddard,  Twelfth 
Maine,  and  Lieutenant  Bischoff,  aide-de-camp,  members  of  my  staffi,  for 
faithful  and  zealous  attention  to  their  duties  and  conspicuous  gallantry 
on  the  held. 

I  am,  captain,  very  resix'ctfully,  yowr  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BITIGE, 

Gen.  of  Fo/.s.,  Gonidff.  Isf  Bri(/.,,9d  Dir..,  Jf)tk  Army  (hrjm. 

('ai)t.  J.  Hiep,ert,  Jr., 

A.ssistant  Adjntant-GeneraJ. 


No.  91. 

Report  of  Capf.  John  G.  Healy.,  Ninth  Conneetieiit  Difontry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  J!). 

Hdqrs.  Xintti  Battalion  Connecticut  Volunteers, 

Cedar  Creehj  Ire,  October  26^  1861. 

Sir  :  1  liaA^e  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Xinth  Con¬ 
necticut  Battalion  in  the  hght  of  the  19th  instant: 

We  were  under  arms  and  at  the  breast- works  at  5  a.  m.  At  that  time 
a  heavy  volley  of  musketry  was  heard  on  our  left,  which  Avas  followed 
soon  after  by  artillery  bring  and  a  continuous  one  of  musketry.  There 
Avas  noAV  every  indication  that  we  were  hanked,  as  we  were  receiving 
a  hre  from  our  rear.  At  about  6  o’clock  we  received  orders  to  strike 
tents,  Avhich  Avas  immediately  done,  when  we  again  formed  at  the 
breast- works.  In  a  feAv  moments  we  discovered  that  the  regiments  on 
our  left  had  hillen  back.  I  immediately  ordered  my  men  to  move  by 
the  right  hank,  and  to  keep  along  our  line  of  Avorks.  This  order  Avas 
obeyed,  the  men  keeping  together  well.  After  we  had  reached  the  to]) 
of  the  hill  to  our  left  Ave  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  delivered  A  well- 
directed  hre  at  the  enemy  with  marked  effect.  We  AA^ere  then  ord(U‘ed 
to  fall  back  down  the  hill.  As  we  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  an  aid(‘ 
to  General  Birge  ordered  us  to  advance  up  tlui  hill  again.  This  we  did 
in  good  order,  and  delivered  another  volley  at  the  advancing  em^any. 
They  being  close  uiion  us,  we  again  fell  back,  crossed  the  creek,  and 
remained  there  until  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  top  of  the  next  hill. 
Here  we  found  part  of  our  brigade  had  formed  in  line  of  battle  behind 
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a  breast- work.  1  ordered  my  men  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  brigade, 
wliieh  they  did,  and  for  a  Avhile  we  succeeded  in  checking  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  We  Avere  now  ordered  to  fall  back  slowly;  this  we  did. 
Men  of  other  regiments  Avere  miming  by  ns,  going  in  all  directions  to 
the  rear.  Very  feAV  musketry  shots  were  iioaa^  fired  at  us,  the  enemy’s 
and  our  oAvn  artillery  doing  the  firing.  My  battalion  fell  back  to  where 
the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  had  formed.  1  reported  to 
Capt.  E.  A.  Fiske,  aide-de-camp,  avIio  directed  me  to  my  position  in 
line.  About  9.30  o’clock  the  line  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  a  wood 
near  us,  where  Ave  again  formed  in  line  of  battle.  We  remained  here 
but  a  short  time  when  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  move  by  right  of  regiments 
to  the  rear.  We  had  moved  but  a  short  distance  Avhen  we  Avere  ordered 
to  about  face,  and,  occupying  a  ncAv  position,  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
We  remained  but  a  feAV  moments  Avhen  Ave  were  ordered  forward  and 
to  the  left  in  the  woods.  The  line  Avas  formed,  and  a  protection  from 
bullets  Avas  hastily  throArn  up  by  our  men.  Now  we  Avere  ordered  to  be 
ready  for  a  forward  movement.  It  was  directed,  when  Ave  advanced 
through  the  woods,  the  enemy  pouring  shot  and  shell  into  us,  but  with 
A^ery  little  effect.  We  uoav  received  orders  to  charge.  My  men  Avent 
at  it  Avith  a  will,  the  colors  of  my  battalion  being  always  in  the  advance. 
The  officers  of  the  Ninth  rallied  their  men,  and  they  pressed  forAvard 
after  the  retreating  enemy.  The  chase  was  kejit  up  until  dark.  The 
enemy  being  driven  from  the  field  AA^e  Avere  noAV  ordered  to  occupy  our 
old  camp. 

During  the  battle  of  the  19th  the  officers  of  my  battalion  were  partic¬ 
ularly  noticed  as  being  always  at  their  post  near  and  around  the  flag. 
The  men  obeyed  the  orders  of  their  officers  with  promptness  and  a 
hearty  good  will.  We  were  highly  complimented  by  our  brigade  com¬ 
mander,  Brigadier- General  Birge,  Avho  told  us  Ave  had  done  nobly  and 
held  well  our  own.  I  desire  to  make  particular  mention  of  Sergt.  W.  L. 
Perry  and  Private  John  T.  MorroAv,  Avho,  after  the  color- sergeant  had 
been  wounded,  seized  the  colors  and  pushed  forward.  These  men  Avere 
alAvays  in  the  advance,  few,  if  any,  color  bearers  being  able  to  keep  up 
Avith  them.  The  colors  of  my  battalion  Avere  the  first  on  the  recaptured 
works  from  Avhere  the  Eighth  Corps  were  driven  in  the-morning;  in  less 
than  five  minutes  no  less  than  a  dozen  stand  of  colors  were  around  us. 

The  following  are  the  casualties:  Commissioned  officers — missing,  1; 
AAmunded,  2.  Enlisted  men — killed,  2;  wounded,  16;  missing,  10.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  HEALY, 

Captahi^  Commanding  Ninth  Connecticut  Battalion, 

Capt.  E.  A.  Fiske, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen..y  Second  JHv.,  Nineteenth  Armj  Corps. 


No.  92. 

Report  of  Mnj.  Benjamin  F.  Thurher,  Seventy -fifth  New  Yorh  Infantry  j 
of  operations  October  19. 

IIdqrs.  Seventy-fifth  Neav  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Cedar  Creeh,  Fa.,  October  27 j  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  9  p.  m.  October  18, 1864, 
I  received  orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Birge,  commanding  First  Bri¬ 
gade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  that  a  reconnaissance 
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would  be  made  and  to  liave  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  5  a, 
m.  October  19.  I  accordingly  notified  my  officers  to  that  effect,  and 
gave  orders  for  my  command  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  in  compliance 
with  orders  received.  The  regiment  was  aroused  and  breakfast  pre¬ 
pared  at  4  a.  m.  The  regimental  line  was  formed  at  4.30  a.  m.  and 
everything  in  readiness  to  move  as  soon  as  orders  to  that  effect  were 
received.  At  about  4.45  a.  in.  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  shots  were 
heard  from  the  vicinity  of  the  advance,  Eighth  Corps,  on  onr  left  and 
front.  Kothing  further  was  heard  until  about  5  a.  m.,  Avhen  suddenly 
heavy  and  continuous  firing  was  heard,  and  a  general  attack  seemed  to 
have  been  made-upon  that  portion  of  the  Eighth  Corps  lying  in  the  forti¬ 
fications  in  advance  of  our  left.  My  regiment  was  immediately  under 
arms  and  the  different  officers  at  their  iiosts  ready  to  do  their  duty. 
They  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  the  pickets  in  our  frout  were 
sharply  engaged,, when  I  received  orders  from  General  Birge  to  send 
the  sharpshooters  of  my  regiment  to  the  front  and  at  the  same  time  to 
send  about  twenty- five  men  forward  and  have  them  stationed  in  the 
rifle-pits  in  front  of  the  Avorks.  I  accordingly  detailed  Capt.  Frank 
Silsby  to  advance  with  his  company  and  station  it  in  accordance  Avith 
orders  I  had  received  from  General  Birge.  Shortly  after  the  enemy 
charged  through  the  woods  upon  the  left  of  the  Second  DiAusion,  AAdiich 
became  hotly  engaged,  and  the  shot  and  shell  began  to  fall  thick  and 
fast  in  my  camp,  killing  two  men  and  wounding  several,  when  I  ordered 
the  men  forAvard  to  the  works  in  front  of  the  line.  The  regiment 
remained  behind  the  works  until  all  the  troops  on  our  left  had  fallen 
back,  and  as  the  enemy  Avere  charging  over  the  AA^orks  on  our  left  and 
had  already  passed  far  in  our  rear,  1  deemed  it  expedient  to  fall  back 
and  accordingly  gave  orders  to  that  effect,  falling  back  along  the  line 
of  intrenchments  to  our  right,  as  our  retreat  by  the  rear  was  already 
cut  off,  leaving  2  men  killed,  a  number  Avounded,  and  31  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  fell  back  with  my  command  and  formed  a 
junction  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  and  remained  Avith  it  during 
the  entire  day,  taking  part  in  the  grand  final  charge  upon  the  enemy’s 
line  in  the  afternoon,  and  returned  to  my  old  camp  aa  ith  my  command 
about  dark. 

My  entire  loss  during  this  day  Avas  3  men  killed,  1  officer  seriously 
Avounded,  18  men  Avounded,  2  men  missing,  and  31  ])risoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  Ac., 


BE^sTJ.  E.  THUKBER, 


[Lieut.  La  Grange  Severance, 

Aetimj  AHHisfaut  Adjutant- Genera J. 


Major ^  d’c. 


No.  93. 

Reports  of  Col.  Edward  L.  MoUneux,  One  hundred  and  fifty -ninth  Rew 
York  Infantry.)  conimaruliny  t^eeond:  Jirigade)  of  operations  tdeptemher 
19-20  and  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Biv.,  IOtii  Army  (3ori>s, 

Near  Harrisonburg.)  Ya.)  t^eptember  20,  1804. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
loAving  report  of  the  moA^ements  of  this  brigade  since  September  19: 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  19th  of  September  the  brigad(‘  iwomjfflj^  moA^ed 
on  the  Berryville  pike  toward  Winchester,  and  Avas  halted,  in  common 
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witli  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  until  tlie  Sixtli  Corps  and  its 
train  had  passed.  The  Opeqnon  Creek  was  passed  in  good  order  and 
the  column  well  closed  up,  and,  after  advancing  about  two  miles,  was, 
in  obedience  to  orders,  formed  in  line  of  battle  some  200  paces  in  rear 
of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  Twenty-second  Iowa,  being  on  the  left,  was 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  enemy,  and  being  slielled  by  them,  was 
formed  a  little  to  the  rear  in  eciielon.  At  11.30  a.  m.  the  brigade 
advanced,  following  the  movements  of  the  preceding  brigade,  the  right 
passing  through  a  heavy  belt  of  timber,  the  left  thi-ough  an  exposed 
ravine.  While  advancing  I  received  an  order  to  advance  my  brigade 
to  cover  an  opening  which  had  occurred  between  the  First  and  Third 
Brigades  in  the  front  line.  The  line  advanced  at  quick  step  in  admi¬ 
rable  order,  under  a  very  heavy  lire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  and  was 
only  checked  in  its  advance  by  tlie  hanks  being  exposed  by  the  retir¬ 
ing  of  the  troops  on  the  right  and  left.  The  line  was  halted,  and  imme¬ 
diately  opened  a  destructive  fire  on  the  enemy,  the  Eleventh  Indiana, 
on  the  right,  obliquing  its  fire  to  check  the  enemy  advancing  on  its 
dank.  At  the  same  time  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York 
and  Twenty-second  Iowa,  on  the  left,  stubbornly  contested  their  ground 
with  the  advancing  enemy,  exposed  to  a  deadly  dank  dre.  At  this 
time  I  received  the  order  to  fall  back  and  form  in  the  edge  of  the  belt 
of  timber  immediately  in  the  rear.  This  was  accomplished  by  the  l  ight 
of  the  brigade  promptly  and  in  good  order.  The  center  and  left  being 
on  more  open  and  exposed  ground  and  not  being  sheltered  by  timber, 
were  obliged  to  fallback  some  300  paces  in  the  rear,  losing  very  heavily 
in  killed  and  wounded.  The  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy,  which 
outdanked  us  from  the  left,  captured  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  One 
hundred  and  dfty -ninth  New  York  and  Thirteenth  Connecticut;  but  our 
left,  in  falling  back,  brought  in  an  equal  numl^er  of  the  enemy.  While 
this  was  occurring  on  that  dank  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  One  hundred  and 
thirty-drst  New  York,  and  a  portion  of  the  Third  IMassachusetts  [Cavalry 
(dismounted)],  and  a  regiment  from  the  Third  Brigade  (One  hundred  and 
seventy-sixth  New  York )  promptly  oiiened  a  heavy  and  well-sustained  dre 
upon  the  advancing  lines  of  the  enemy,  which  soon  caused  them  to  fall 
back.  These  gallant  regiments  followed  them  for  some  distance,  took  up 
a  position  on  an  advantageous  ground,  and  caused  the  enemy^s  retreat 
to  become  a  hasty  dight.  This  advanced  position  was  held  by  us  until 
every  cartridge  was  exhausted.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  and  that  the 
regiments  on  the  left  of  my  brigade  were  not  effecting  anything,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  they  occupied,  I  formed  my  left  wing  in  rear 
of  my  right  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  and  relieving  it.  About  the 
same  time  certain  regiments  of  the  First  Division  relieved  the  Eleventh 
Indiana,  One  hundred  and  thirty-drst  and  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
sixth  New  York,  and  Third  Massachusetts,  who  were  then  formed  in 
the  edge  of  the  timber,  and  the  whole  brigade  resupplied  with  ammu¬ 
nition.  The  command  while  remaining  in  the  woods  sudered  some¬ 
what  from  the  artillery  dre  of  the  enemy,  which  endladed  the  position 
from  the  right,  but  were  in  good  order  and  spirits  when  again  ordered 
to  advance  in  line  of  battle  in  support  of  the  First  Brigade,  whose  line 
I  re-enforced  on  the  left  by  one  ot  my  regiments  (the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-drst  New  York).  The  brigade  remained  in  support  of  the  First 
Brigade  during  the  advance  upon  the  remaining  positions  of  the  enemy, 
and,  although  several  times  exposed  to  a  well-(lirected  and  destructive 
dre  of  solid  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy\s  batteries,  steadily  advanced 
in  perfect  line  until  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  the  held  ended  the 
battle. 
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I  cauuot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of  tlie  coolness  and  stead¬ 
iness  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  during  this  engagement; 
but  in  simple  justice  1  would  call  to  your  notice  the  conspicuous  gallantry 
of  the  following  officers  and  enlisted  men:  Col.  I).  Macauley,  Eleventh 
Indiana;  Col.  N.  W.  Bay,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York; 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  D.  Sargent,  Third  Massachusetts;  Lieut.  Col.W.  M.  Rex- 
ford,  One  hundred  and  thirty- first  Kew  York;  Maj.  G. Butler,  Eleventh 
Indiana;  Maj.  C.  Lewis,  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York; 
Actg.  Adjt.  Samuel  I).  Bryce,  Twenty-second  Iowa ;  Lieutenants  Ripley, 
Beaton,  and  Maddux,  Thirteenth  Connecticut;  Captains  Noyes,  Dean, 
and  Twitchell,  Third  Massachusetts;  Lieutenants  Stevens,  Grover 
(wounded),  Cunningham,  and  Brownell,  Tliird  Mftssachusetts;  Captain 
Richmond,  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Howard,  both  wounded,  One  hundred 
and  fifty-ninth  New  York;  Caidains  Hunt,  Corsa,  and  Raymond, 
Lieutenants  Pinckney,  Henry,  and  Abbott,  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
first  New  York;  Capts.  Jesse  Custer  and  Ross,  Lieutenants  Mullen 
(killed),  AVoods  (wounded),  and  Adjutant  Macauley,  Eleventh  Indiana ; 
Sergt.  Maj.  George  A.  Remley  (killed).  Twenty-second  Iowa;  Sergeant- 
Major  Bonneif,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York;  Sergeant  Si- 
inonds,  Third  Massachusetts ;  Color- Sergeant  Seston,*  Eleventh  Indiana, 
(killed) ;  Corporal  Bierbower,  Privates  Regan  and  Sterling,*  Eleventh 
Indiana;  First  Sergeant  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Leich,  Corporals  Scott 
and  Miller,  Private  Roach,  One  huudred  and  thirty-first  New  York; 
Sergeants  Brown  and  Coons,  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York. 

To  the  following  officers  of  my  staff  I  am  indebted  for  prompt  and 
gallant  services  under  fire:  Capt.  G.  W.  Hussey,  Lieuts.  B.  F.  Cope¬ 
land,  G.  ML  Handy,  and  H.  D.  Pope. 

I  regret  that  my  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  is  very  heavy, 
especially  amongst  the  sharpshooters,  who  ren*dered  efficient  service  and 
lost  more  than  half  their  number.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  here¬ 
with  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  engagement 
(marked  A).t 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  broke  camp  at  5  o’clock  and  marched 
to  Strasburg,  where  we  went  into  position,  and  camped  on  the  extreme 
left  near  the  ford.  On  the  21st  changed  camp  to  the  right  of  the  Stras¬ 
burg  and  Woodstock  xnke.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  moved  to  the 
right  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  First  Brigade.  About  8 
a.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  march  back  and  take  up  a  position  on  the  left, 
protecting  our  line  of  communication  with  Strasburg,  with  orders  to 
assume  command  of  all  the  infantry  and  artillery  in  that  position. 
Finding  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Macauley  commanding,  throwing 
ui)  works  to  protect  the  hill  and  the  ravine  to  the  right,  I  formed  my 
brigade  in  rear  and  threw  u})  a  second  line.  I  then  placed  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  Twenty- second  Iowa  in  the  stone  mill  on  the  Shenandoah  to 
guard  a  gainst  any  advance  in  that  direction,  and  sent  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-ninth  New  York  to  throw  up  and  hold  a  rifle-pit  in  the  orchard 
and  on  the  road,  to  more  completely  guard  against  any  attempt  to  out¬ 
flank  us  on  our  left.  The  works  held  by  the  two  brigades  were 
strengthened,  so  as  to  enable  the  First  Maine  Battery  to  open  on  the 
enemy  a  very  effective  fire.  Our  working  parties  and  the  battery  were’ 
much  annoyed  by  the  enemy’s  shaiT)shooters  in  a  line  of  rifle  pits 
directly  in  our  front,  and  at  1  o’clock  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  simult[i- 
neous  attack  in  connection  with  a  regiment  of  the  First  Division  and 
one  from  my  own  line  upon  their  rifle-pits.  The  following  disposition 


^Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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was  made:  Colonel  Macauley  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
eighth  N'ew  York  to  deploy  as  skirmishers.  A  strong  working  party 
was  assembled  in  the  rear  ready  to  rush  forward  to  strengthen  tlie 
advanced  position  when  taken ;  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth 
New  York  (Third  Brigade)  in  support  of  the  working  party,  and  the 
Twenty-second  Iowa,  of  my  own  brigade,  deployed  and  held  in  reserve 
in  case  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eightli  'New  York  failed  to  carry 
the  position.  The  attack  Avas  entirely  successful.  The  ride-pits  taken 
Avere  immediately  strengthened  to  one  continuous  line,  and  the  enemy 
showing  some  disposition  to  retake  the  position,  the  Twenty-second 
Iowa  was  thrown  out  to  supi)ort  our  advance  parties,  Avhile  a  new  line 
was  reformed  in  our  old  position  ready  to  repel  any  attack.  The  new 
line  of  battle  consisted  of  regiments  and  parts  of  regiments  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Third  Brigades,  the  remainder  being  engaged  as  working  par¬ 
ties  and  supports  in  the  front.  At  4.30  j).  m.  I  received  orders  to 
open  a  fire  of  artillery  and  infantr}^  to  divert  the  enemy’s  attention ; 
this  was  accordingly  done.  At  5  p.  m.  received  ordei-s  to  advance.  I 
reciuested  Colonel  Macauley  to  take  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the 
attack  (while  I  more  immediately  attended  to  the  left),  and  I  Avould 
respectfully  refer  to  that  gallant  officer’s  report  of  the  regiments  which 
he  then  had  under  his  command.  We  advanced  under  an  annoying 
tire,  Avitli  some  loss,  and  occupied  the  neAV  Avorks,  Avhile  the  skirmish¬ 
ers  adAxanced  to  the  front.  Uiion  the  charge  being  ordered,  the  men 
advanced  with  great  spirit,  driving  the  enemy,  who  made  but  a  Aveak 
resistance,  from  our  front.  The  ground  was  very  much  broken,  and,  in 
consequence,  although  the  troops  advanced  Avith  great  rapidity,  I  found 
the  main  position  on  the  hill  had  been  already  taken  by  other  troops,  but 
to  the  right  of  those  regiments  which  I  led,  the  One  hundred  and  seA^- 
enty-sixtli  New  York,  of  tlfe  Third  Brigade,  supported  by  the  skirmish¬ 
ers  from  the  TAA-euty- second  Iowa,  had  caiAtured  four  pieces  of  artillery. 
Oil  arriving  at  the  fortifications  at  the  crest  of  the  hill  with  the  Eleventh 
Indiana  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  and  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
sixth  New  Yhirk  in  good  order  in  line  of  battle,  I  received  an  order  to 
push  forward  up  the  road,  leading  the  head  of  the  column.  I  threw  the 
EleAYmth  Indiana  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York  on  each 
side  of  the  road  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  the  Third  Massachuse:ts 
and  TAventy-second  Iowa  as  reserves,  with  a  company  of  the  Fourteenth 
NeAV  Hampshire  (with  fixed  bayonets)  some  distance  in  adAmnce  on  the 
road  to  prevent  any  dash  of  cavalry  Avhich  might  annoy  the  head  of  the 
column.  In  compliance  Avith  orders,  the  advance  Avas  made  aa  ith  as 
much  rapidity  as  the  darkness  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  AA^ould  per¬ 
mit.  About  9.30  p.  m.  our  skirmish  line  was  fired  upon,  and  by  some 
unfortunate  mistake  the  regiments  in  the  rear,  not  belonging  to  my  com¬ 
mand,  opened  a  fire  on  my  reserves  and  skirmish  line,  from  which  I 
lost  a  number  of  men.  The  skirmishers  held  their  ground,  and  as  soon 
as  the  confusion  had  ceased,  advanced  again.  I  sent  word  to  the  rear, 
particularly  requesting  that  the  troops  in  rear  should  be  cautioned  not 
to  fire,  but  hardly  had  Ave  adA^anced  a  mile  Avhen  a  brisk  fire  Avas  again 
opened  uiion  us  from  musketry  and  artillery  in  front,  and  again  I  sus¬ 
tained  a  tire  from  our  own  troops  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  Avas  evidently 
^  X)rei)ared  to  meet  us  at  this  point;  Avire  and  other  obstacles  had  been 
placed  to  delay  the  skirmish  line,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  Avell 
trained  upon  the  road.  After  a  short  delay  the  advance  Avas  again  made 
and  the  enemy  driven  with  but  little  opposition.  The  road  was  found 
strewn  with  the  remains  of  burning  w^.gons,  and  a  large  number  of 
l)risoners  Avas  captured  by  the  command,  and  sent  to  the  rear.  At  3.30 
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a.  m.  we  bivouacked  on  tlie  south  side  of  Woodstock.  The  conduct  of 
the  troops  was  most  admirable,  especially  the  Eleventh  Indiana  and 
One  hundred  and  thirty- first  New  York,  who  sustained  their  reputation 
under  most  trying  circumstances,  viz,  a  night  attack  and  a  fire  from  the 
rear.  I  would  especially  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
White,  commanding  the  reserve,  and  Major  Butler,  the  skirmishers  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  At  9  a.  m.  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New 
York  arrived,  having  been  detailed  as  a  guard  for  prisoners,  lliis 
regiment  succeeded  in  capturing  a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
passed  during  the  night  by  the  main  army.  Left  Woodstock  at  12  m.  and 
marched  to  a  point  one  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Edenburg,  and  went  in 
position  in  reserve  and  on  the  left.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  broke 
camp  at  G  a.  m.  and  marched  to  New  Market,  and  encamped  to  the  right 
and  rear.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  broke  camp  at  G  a.  m.  and  marched 
to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped  to  the  west  of  the  town. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  aLEisli- 
eCs  Hill,  and  upon  the  march  since  that  action  (marked  B).* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  MOLINE  HX, 

Colonel  159th  Neic  York  Volunteers^  Comdg.  Second  Brigade, 
Oapt.  J.  Hibbekt,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General ^  Second  IHv.,  19th  Army  Corps, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Afear  Cedar  Creek,  Th.,  October  1864. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  my  brigade  dnring  the  action  of  the  19th  instant: 

Having  received  orders  on  the  previous  evening  from  the  general 
commanding  the  division  to  have  my  brigade  ready  to  move  out  of  the 
works  on  a  reconnaissance  in  light  marching  order  at  5.30  a.  m.,  I  caused 
breakfast  to  be  prepared  for  the  men  at  an  early  hour,  and  at  the  appointed 
time  we  were  in  line  awaiting  orders.  At  about  5.40  a.  m.  I  heard  the 
sound  of  heavy  musketry  in  the  direction  of  the  position  of  the  Eighth 
Corps,  and  apprehending  an  attack  immediately  ordered  my  command 
into  the  rifie-pits,  throwing  out  a  few  sharpshooters  to  give  me  early 
intimation  should  an  attack  be  made  on  my  tront.  Shortly  afterward  I 
received  orders  to  detach  two  regiments  to  my  left  to  support  the  bat¬ 
tery  which  commanded  the  pike  and  ground  about  the  main  bridge, 
and  accordingly  I  sent  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  and  Third  Massachu¬ 
setts  (dismounted)  Cavalry,  in  the  meantime  directing  that  the  other 
regiments  pack  their  shelter-tents  and  other  property,  permitting  a  few 
men  to  do  so  at  a  time,  the  rest  remaining  in  position.  By  this  time  a 
battery  of  the  enemy  directly  in  my  front  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek 
opened  a  fire  of  shell  upon  us,  and  the  mist  breaking  from  the  valley 
discovered  ai  line  apparently  prepared  to  attack  us.  It  was  not  long 
before  a  fire  of  shell,  enfilading  our  line  from  the  left,  with  another 
directly  in  my  rear,  and  a  sharp  musketry  fire  from  the  same  direction 
(the  position  occupied  by  the  Eighth  Corps),  showed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  outflanked  us.  I  sheltered  my  men  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
rifie-pits,  andv  waited  orders.  In  the  meantime  the  troops  on  my 
left  and  the  batteries  passed  me,  together  with  the  two  regiments 
of  this  brigade  which  had  been  sent  in  support  of  the  batteries,  all 
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apparently  retiring  toward  the  pike  (the  two  regiments  mentioned 
rejoined  me  subsequently).  Finding  that  we  were  completely  out¬ 
flanked,  that  the  retreat  was  general,  and  that  my  men  were  rapidly 
falling  from  a  fire  they  conld  not  return,  and  that  a  line  of  battle  was 
being  formed  in  the  rear  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  I  moved  out  by  the  flank 
in  good  order,  detaching  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  by  order  of  Brevet 
Major-General  Emory,  to  hold  the  hollow  and  stone  wall  near  the 
headquarters  of  the  Second  Division.  With  the  remaining  regiments, 
in  compliance  with  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grover,  I  filed  to 
the  right  and  formed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  then 
going  into  position,  but  immediately  received  orders  to  retire  about 
100  yards  to  support  a  battery.  Hardly  had  I  done  so  before  the 
battery  retired  without  firing.  The  position  I  then  occupied  was  an 
exceedingly  favorable  one,  on  a  hill  directly  in  front  of  the  white 
house,  and  one  which  supported  the  flank  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  then 
actively  engaged  with  the  enemy.  To  support  the  battery  would  be 
retiring  without  doing  anything  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  would  leave  a  gap  between  the  Sixth  Corps  and  part  of  the  Mne- 
teenth  Corps  then  engaged  on  my  right.  General  Grover  therefore 
countermanded  the  former  order,  and  directed  me  to  hold  the  posi¬ 
tion,  and  if  i)ossible  to  keep  it,  at  the  same  time  cautioning  me  that 
the  line  of  battle  was  about  to  fall  back,  and  to  cover  the  movement  by 
my  infantry  fire  as  long  as  possible.  The  Eleventh  Indiana  and  the 
Twenty-second  Iowa  here  reported  to  me,  but  the  enemy  showing 
symptoms  of  outflanking  us  on  our  right  and  gaining  possession  of  a 
dangerous  belt  of  woods, I  sent  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  N^ew 
York  and  Eleventh  Indiana  and  my  sharpshooters  to  watch  that  point, 
and  they  were  soon  engaged  fighting  on  the  right,  and  with  the  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  x)ortions  of  the  First  Division.  It  was 
not  long  before  our  line  of  battle  commenced  moving  back  in  good  order 
followed  by  the  enemy.  Up  to  this  time  my  men  had  been  concealed  and 
were  lying  down,  but  our  time  had  now  come,  and  rising  up  we  poured 
in  upon  them  so  rapid  and  close  a  fire  that  we  soon  had  the  gratification 
of  seeing  their  line  retire  for  shelter  behind  a  hill.  Another  attempt 
was  made  by  the  enemy  to  advance,  but  was  foiled  by  our  fire,  when  I 
ret^eived  orders  to  retire  to  a  line  abreast  of  the  Sixth  Coips,  which  was 
done  in  good  order.  In  the  subsequent  positions  (three)  taken  in  retir¬ 
ing,  the  brigade  behaved  with  great  steadiness,  and  the  skirmish  line 
formed  and  held  by  the  Eleventh  Indiana  more  especially  redounds  to 
the  credit  of  that  noble  veteran  regiment.  About  11  o’clock  orders 
Avere  received  to  advance  again,  which  was  done,  and  a  line  formed, 
this  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  in  a  heavy  belt  of  timber, 
a  breast- work  of  rails  thrown  up  and  skirmishers  sent  to  the  front. 
After  a  heavy  shelling  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  our  front,  the 
brunt  of  which,  I  belicA^e,  fell  upon  this  brigade.  It  Avas  repelled  very 
easily,  but  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  at  this  point  of  the  gallant  and 
patriotic  soldier  and  gentleman,  Cai)t.  Duncan  Bichmond,  One  hundred 
and  fifty-ninth  Ycav  York,  Avho  fell  mortally  Avounded  while  encourag¬ 
ing  his  men.  After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  a  heavy  artillery  fire  was 
opened  upon  us  from  the  front,  and  soon  after  Ave  Avere  ordered  to 
advance,  keeping  up  the  connection  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  grad¬ 
ually  to  swing  around  toAvard  tlie  left.  The  Thirteenth  Connecticut 
was  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  front,  and  we  advancr^q  in  the  folloAving 
order  from  right  to  left:  Third  Massachusetts,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
ninth  New  York,  Eleventh  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New 
York,  Twenty- second  Iowa.  Upon  passing  the  edge  of  the  woods  the 
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line  came  up  to  the  skirmishers,  who  were  unable  to  advance,  the 
infantry  fire  of  the  enemy  being  exceedingly  heavy,  and  their  shell 
practice  admirably  accurate.  The  Confederate  infantry  was  advan¬ 
tageously  posted  behind  a  stone  fence  about  400  yards  in  advance. 
Behind  them  about  the  same  distance,  on  the  hill,  under  cover  of  a 
stone  wall  and  rails,  was  a  second  line,  supporting  a  battery.  A  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  them,  the  line  halting  to  deliver  it,  and  then  a 
most  gallant  and  brilliant  charge  was  made,  driving  the  enemy  in  scat¬ 
tered  and  broken  squads  from  both  positions.  The  regimental  colors 
of  this  brigade  were  almost  simultaneously  planted  on  the  hill,  but  to 
Corporal  Bierbower,  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  must  be  awarded  the 
honor  of  first  planting  the  colors  there,  almost  instantly  followed  by 
those  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  and  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
ninth  Kew  York  and  a  regiment  of  the  Sixth  Corps  (Fifteenth  New 
Jersey).  I  claim,  and  I  believe  with  justice,  that  the  brigade,  with  one 
regiment  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  occupied  this  portion  of  the  line  some 
minutes  before  the  left  came  up  and  had  to  charge  up  a  most  difficult 
hill  of  plowed  ground  under  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
In  this  charge  one  regiment  alone,  On^  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers,  captured  3  commissioned  officers  and  31  x^rivates  of 
the  enemy.  This  position  was  held  by  us  for  some  half  hour  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  shell  and  round  shot,  most  of  my  men  being  without  cart¬ 
ridges;  yet  when  again  ordered  to  advance  they  did  so  with  great 
animation  and  spirit,  supx)lying  themselves  with  ammunition  from  dead 
bodies  and  prisoners.  From  this  point  the  enemy  made  but  feeble 
attemx^ts  to  stand,  and  it  was  not  long  before  we  arrived  at  our  old 
ground  and  went  into  camx). 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  this  trying  day  was 
most  admirable — cool  and  steady  in  retreating,  patient  under  fire,  and 
impetuous  in  the  attack;  and  I  trust  their  conduct  will  meet  with  the 
unqualified  ax^proval  of  the  division  and  corps  commanders.  All  did 
well;  those  of  whom  I  have  had  the  x^leasure  of  making  honorable 
mention  in  reiDort  of  former  actions  won  new  honors.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  naming  for  x>ersonal  and  conspicuous  gallantry  Col.  N.  AV.  Bay, 
One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York;  Lieut.  Col.  William  AValter- 
mire.  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Darnall, 
Eleventh  Indiana,  and  the  other  regimental  commanders.  Color-Ser¬ 
geant  Gray,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York,  Color-Sergeants 
Coons  and  Hallenbeck,  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  New  York,  and 
Color-Corporal  Bierbower,  Eleventh  Indiana,  have  been  especially 
named  to  me  for  conspicuous  bravery. 

It  has  been  my  exceeding  good  fortune  to  be  supported  in  this  action, 
as  well  as  former  ones,  by  a  brave  and  efficient  staff,  and  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  following  members :  Capt.  G.  W.  Hussey,  acting  aide-de- 
camp;  Lieut.  B.  F.  Cox)eland,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut. 
H.  B.  Pope,  acting  xA’ovost-marshal,  and  Lieut.  Bavid  Wilson,  acting 
aide  de-canq). 

I  herewith  submit  list  of  casualties.* 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EBWABB  L.  MGLINEUX, 

Colonel  159th  Neio  York  ^Vohinteers,  Commmulmg  Brigade. 

Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Hecond  JHv.,  19th  Arm g  Corps. 
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No.  94. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  William  W.  Darnalf  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry^ 
of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Eegt.  Indiana  Yet.  A^ol.  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creehj  17/.,  October  22^  1864. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Eleventh  Indiana  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  at  this 
place : 

At  5.15  a.  m.  of  the  19th  we  were  in  line,  pursuant  to  orders  received 
the  evening  of  the  18th,  and  ready  to  move  off,  when  firing  commenced 
in  front,  and  almost  simultaneously  a  volley  was  heard  in  direction  of 
the  extreme  left  and  to  the  rear  of  the  line,  and  but  a  short  time  had 
elapsed  till  the  effect  of  the  enemy’s  fire  was  perceptible  in  my  own 
regiment.  In  obedience  to  Colonel  Molineux’s  order  I  marched  the 
regiment  by  the  flank  up  a  ravine  on  my  left  and  in  the  direction  of 
stone  house,  occupied  by  General  Sheridan  as  headquarters,  a  few 
moments  after  which  I  was  ordered  to  advance  to  a  stone  fence  in  the 
vicinity  of  General  Emory’s  headquarters,  pursuant  to  which  I  com¬ 
menced  advancing,  under  an  extremely  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy,  and 
had  only  succeeded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the  first  hill  when  I  halted. 
Perceiving  that  our  troops  were  already  driven  from  the  stone  fence  that 
I  was  ordered  to  advance  to,  I  did  not  deem  it  practicable  nor  possible  to 
reach  it ;  sol  fell  back  across  a  small  creek  to  a  hill  and  halted.  W  e  were 
at  this  time  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  I  had  formed  line  in 
rear  of  some  battery  that  was  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy,  when 
I  received  an  order  from  a  member  of  General  Emory’s  staff  to  fix  bayo¬ 
nets  and  charge  the  enemy.  The  regiment,  after  fixing  bayonets,  had 
advanced  but  a  few  yards;  I  received  an  order  to  fall  back  to  the  next 
ridge,  about  200  yards  in  the  rear,  and  from  that  to  a  point  of  woods 
still  farther  to  the  rear,  which  I  had  just  reached  when  I  received 
your  order  to  join  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  was  then  in  position 
at  and  near  a  large  white  house  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines.  I 
immediately  marched  my  regiment  across  the  large,  open  field  and 
formed  line  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  where  the  regiment  opened  fire 
on  the  enemy  and  assisted  in  checking  them  for  a  time,  until  the 
brigade  fell  back,  passing  through  a  piece  of  woods  and  halting  in  a 
large,  open  space  of  country,  where  we  remained  about  one  hour  and 
were  then  ordered  in  line  with  the  brigade  to  a  piece  of  woods  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  rear.  I  there  deployed  the  regiment  as  skirmishers, 
in  accordance  with  your  order,  covering  the  front  of  the  brigade  and 
retiring  slowly  until  informed  by  an  aide  of  General  Sheridan  that  the 
line  was  halted  and  being  marched  back  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
the  enemy,  and  received  instructions  from  same  aide  to  hold  the  ground 
occupied  by  my  skirmish  line,  which  I  did  without  opposition,  until  I 
advanced  to  the  front  about  half  a  mile  by  order  of  General  Emory  and 
occupied  a  ridge,  commanding  the  country  about  one  mile  to  the  front. 
I  occupied  said  position  till  ordered  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  which  I  found 
in  a  wood  in  line,  from  which  I  soop  advanced  in  line  with  the  brigade 
in  the  general  assault  made  on  the  enemy,  wflio  were  strongly  posted 
behind  a  stone  fence,  about  300  yards  in  our  front.  The  enemy  were 
soon  dislodged  from  the  fence,  and  immediately  after  from  a  hill  where 
they  had  thrown  up  rails  for  defense.  We  remained  at  that  hill 
under  a  sharp  fire  from  artillery  and  infantry  about  one  hour,  during 
which  time  the  regiment  kept  up  a  constant  fire  until  we  were  out  of 
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ammunition.  The  line  Avas  again  ordered  forward,  and  Avithoiit  much 
opposition  kept  advancing  until  arriving  at  the  ground  occupied  by  us 
the  night  previous,  where  I  was  ordered  to  camp  for  the  night. 

It  is  but  just  to  mention,  before  closing  this  report,  the  gallant  con¬ 
duct  of  every  officer  and  man  in  my  command.  Please  find  inclosed  a 
list  of  casualties  during  the  day’s  engagement.* 

A^'ery  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  DAK^^ALL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Commanding  Eleventh  Lidiana  Veter a)is. 

Lieut.  B.  F.  Copeland, 

Actfj,  Assf.  Adjt.  Gen,y  M  Brig.,  2d  l)iv.^  19th  Army  Cory^. 


No.  95. 

Reports  of  Col.  Harvey  Graham,  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

HeadquapvTErs  Twenty-second  Ioava  Infantry, 

Harrisonburg,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  brief  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Twenty-second  Eegiment  Iowa  A^olunteers  in  the  late 
battles  of  the  Opequon,  September  19,  and  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  September 
22,  1864,  and  the  march  to  this  place : 

On  the  morning  of  September  19  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  from 
Berryville,  Ya.,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  Va.,  about  10 
p.  m.  [a.  m.]  Having  formed  a  line  of  battle  we  were  ordered  to  charge 
the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  a  piece  of  timber  immediately  in  our  front. 
In  doing  this  we  were  compelled  to  Mvance  over  an  open  field  about 
half  a  mile  distant  from  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  were  subjected  to  a 
destructive  fire  of  musketry,  grape,  and  canister.  Advancing  to  the 
crest  of  the  hill  a  short  distance  from  their  line,  we  were  ordered  to  lie 
down  to  protect  ourselves  from  their  terrible  fire  of  musketry,  grape, 
and  canister,  the  latter  opening  on  us  at  short  range  and  doing  terrible 
execution  in  our  ranks.  The  protection  afforded  by  the  ground  upon 
which  Ave  Were  ordered  to  lie  down  Avas  very  slight,  and  the  right  of  our 
regiment  advanced  to  the  ravine  occupied  by  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-ninth  XeAV  York.  Having  remained  in  this  position  about  half  an 
hour,  Ave  were  ordered  to  retreat  and  fall  back  to  our  original  position. 
This  withdrawal  wms  made  absolutely  imiierative  from  the  fact  that  the 
brigade  on  our  left  broke  in  confusion  as  soon  as  we  had  gained  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  from  the  destructive  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy, 
who  were  advancing  in  that  direction,  it  Avas  very  apparent  that  Ave 
were  obliged  to  advance  or  retreat  to  save  being  surrounded  and  cap¬ 
tured.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  their  position 
and  retii  ed  in  the  direction  of  Wincliester.  Eallying  our  men  the  best 
Ave  could,  we  adATiiiced  Avith  the  brigade  through  the  timber  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy*  In  this  advance  we  Avere  subjected  to  a  fire  of  shot  and 
shell,  and  had  many  killed  and  wounded.  By  night  the  enemy  had  been 
completely  routed  and  driven  from  the  field,  and  a\  e  Avere  ordered  to  go 
into  camil  and  rest  until  morning. 

In  this  engagement  officers  and  men  never  fought  with  more  valor.  It 
would  be  invidious  to  particularize  Avhen  all  did  so  bravely.  If  we  Avere 
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not  successful  at  first  it  was  no  fault  of  ours.  In  every  instance  Ave  did 
as  we  Avere  ordered,  and  not  a  man  slirank  from  duty  on  tlu‘,  field  of 
battle.  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  this  battle:* 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  av(‘.  again  took  up  our  line  of  march  in 
jmrsuit  of  the  enemy,  and  reached  Strasburg  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.  We  rested  one  day,  and  the  next  morning  were  again  ordered  to 
advance,  the  enemy  being  ])osted  in  a  A^ery  strong  ])osition  on  Fisher’s 
llill.  At  noon  of  the  same  day  the  Twenty-second  loAva  Acas  ordered 
to  8ux)port  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  Xeav  York  Regiment, 
Avhich  Avas  to  advance  to  carry  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits.  The  One  hundred 
and  tAventy-eightli  carried  them  in  gallant  style,  and  Ave  Avere  ordered 
to  advance  as  skirmishers  some  200  yards  in  front  of  the  ride-pits,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  our  army  Acas  ordered  to  charge  the 
enemy’s  Avorks.  During  the  time  we  occupied  this  line  avc  kept  up  a 
continual  fire  on  the  enemy,  and  fired  on  an  aATuage  of  120  rounds  per 
man.  We  rallied  the  skirmish  line  and  started  in  ])ursuit  of  the  enemy, 
Avho  had  ded  from  their  strong  position.  During  the  excitement  of 
the  moment  we  had  not  sufficient  time  to  rally  our  men,  Avho  Avere 
deployed  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  in  consequence  of 
Avhich  the  men  Avere  A  ery  much  scattered  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 
In  the  pursuit  the  Twenty-second  loAva  was  ordeied  to  supi)ort  the 
EleA^enth  Indiana,  Avhich  was  deployed  in  the  advance  of  the  army.  AVe 
continued  the  advance  until  one  hour  before  daylight  the  next  morning, 
when  we  had  reached  the  toAvn  of  Woodstock,  and  Avent  into  caini)  until 
morning.  At  midnight  we  received  a  temporary  check  from  the  enemy’s 
rear  guard,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  to  impede  our  advance. 
In  this  action  and  on  the  march  the  following  is  a  list  of  casualties.t 
In  the  late  march  the  men  have  acted  cheerfully  and  AAolliiigly,  but 
ha  ve  suffered  severely  for  want  of  shoes,  a  great  many  being  barefooted. 

Hoping  that  this  report  in  brief  Acill  give  you  all  the  information  nec¬ 
essary,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  GRAHAM, 

Colonel^  Vommd n d i)uj. 

Lieutenant  Copeland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genend^  Second,  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Twenty^second  Ioava  Infantra  , 

Cedar  Creelc,  TTu,  October  22^  1^()4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  brief  the  part  taken  by  the 
Twenty-second  loAva  Volunteers  in  the  late  action  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va., 
on  the  19th  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  orders  Avere  received  from  the  brigade 
commander  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  5.15  o’clock  in  light  marching 
order.  In  obedience  to  this  order  my  regiment  Avas  inline  at  the  stated 
time,  momentarily  expecting  to  move  on  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction 
[of]  Strasburg.  While  thus  in  line  a  heavy  lire  of  musketry  broke  out 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  in  front  of  the  Eighth  Chrps,  Avhich])roved  to  be  an 
assault  upon  our  Avorks  by  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time  Ave  av  ere  ordered 
to  move  forward  in  sui)x)ort  of  a  battery;  but  had  no  sooner  arrived 
upon  the  ground  before  the  enemy  had  possession  of  our  Avorks  and 
Avere  advancing  in  heavy  IbrcA',  ])ouring  a  deadly  tire  of  musketry  and 
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artillery  in  our  ranks.  There  being  but  two  regiments  in  this  perilous 
situation  (Twenty- second  Iowa  and  Third  Massachusetts),  and  the 
troops  in  our  front  having  fled  in  confusion  through  our  ranks,  it  was 
impossible  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  with  this  small  force,  and  our 
lines  were  broken  and  the  men  retreated  in  disorder.  About  three- 
fourths  of  the  regiment  having  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  rallied  and 
held  the  enemy  in  check  for  a  short  time,  but  could  not  stand  against 
such  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  and  again  fell  back.  In 
this  stand  the  enemy  were  so  close  to  our  ranks  that  their  fire  burnt 
the  clothes  of  our  men,  and  while  falling  back  many  were  captured. 
Having  fallen  back  to  the  rear  a  considerable  distance  our  lines  were 
again  formed  and  awaited  an  attack.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  again 
ordered  to  advance  with  the  brigade,  and  after  an  obstinate  fight 
drove  the  enemy  from  our  front,  and  in  a  short  time  unfurled  our  flag 
in  the  cami>  occupied  by  us  in  the  morning.  In  this  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  the  enemy  were  completely  routed  and  fled  in  every  direction. 
We  found  our  camp  totally  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  losing  all  of  our 
tents,  knapsacks,  blankets,  haversacks,  and  rations,  leaving  the  regi¬ 
ment  almost  entirely  destitute  of  clothing  and  subsistence,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  the  men  have  suflered  from  the  effects  of  the  cold 
weather.  In  view  of  this  fact,  that  we  were  ordered  out  in  light  march¬ 
ing  order,  with  not  sufficient  time  to  break  camp,  before  the  enemy 
had  attacked  our  position  on  the  left  and  had  broken  our  line,  render¬ 
ing  it  necessary  for  us  to  lose  no  time  in  getting  to  the  scene  of  action, 
I  deem  it  very  proper  that  the  men  should  be  remunerated  for  the  losses 
which  they  have  sustained  by  the  casualties  of  war  in  thus  being 
deprived  of  everything  through  no  neglect  of  their  own. 

The  casualties  in  my  regiment  were  72  in  number,  a  nominal  list* 
having  been  forwarded  to  your  headquarters. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  rei^ort  without  mentioning  with  pride  the 
gallant  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  severe  engagement, 
ending  in  the  most  brilliant  victory  of  the  war. 

Hoping  that  this  report  will  meet  your  apimobation,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  GRAHAM, 

Colonel^  Com^nanding, 

Lieut.  B.  F.  Copeland, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  2d  Brig.,  2d  Biv.j  19th  Army  Corps. 


m.  OG. 

Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Maeauley,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  September  21-25. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonbury,  Va.,  September  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
this  brigade  since  the  21st  of  September,  the  date  on  which  General 
Grover’s  order  iilaced  me  in  command.  Colonel  Sharpe  having  been 
wounded  on  the  19th : 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New 
York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foster;  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New 
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York^  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neaiie;  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New 
York,  Major  Lewis,  and  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  Major  Allen. 
About  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  we  were  placed  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  in  front  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  ‘with  several 
pieces  of  artillery.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  who  were  engaged 
with  those  of  the  enemy  immediately.  Slight  breast  works  were  then 
commenced  by  each  regiment,  and  work  on  them  continued  for  several 
hours,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Neafie,  performing  most  excellent  service  in  making  stronger 
protection  for  the  artillery.  About  9.30  a.  m.  the  Second  Brigade  was 
moved  to  the  left,  forming  line  some  seventy-fi  ve  yards  in  our  rear,  its 
commanding  officer,  Col.  E.  L.  Molineux,  assuming  the  general  direction 
of  the  two  brigades.  At  noon  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New 
York,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Foster,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  general  advance  on  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits,  carrying  those 
in  front  of  General  Grover’s  division  in  fine  style.  It  was  supported 
by  a  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade,  held  in  reserve,  and  when  the 
position  was  gained  a  working  party  of  five  companies  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-sixtli  New  York,  under  Capt.  J.  J.  Hoyt,  advanced  rapidly 
to  it,  and  threw  up  stronger  defenses,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry.  The  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York  accom¬ 
panied  the  working  party,  and  did  good  service,  working  and  fighting. 
Toward  5  p.  m.  a  general  advance  on  the  enemy’s  works  was  ordered, 
which  was  executed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  in  line  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  The  Thirteenth  Connecticut,  Major  Comstock ;  Thirty-eighth  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (dismounted),  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sargent,  constituted  the  right  wing,  to  the  command  of  which 
I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Molineux,  the  left  wing  of  three  regiments 
being  under  the  colonel  himself.  As  the  line  advanced  those  regiments 
of  the  Third  Brigade  already  in  front  (One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth 
and  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  Eegiments)  charged, 
and  the  former,  under  Major  Charles  Lewis,  entered  the  enemy’s 
works  on  our  left  in  advance  of  any  other  troops,  and  captured  four 
guns.  The  enemy  being  in  full  retreat,  the  major  ordered  his  men  for¬ 
ward  in  pursuit,  leaving  the  guns  where  he  took  them.  At  this  time, 
as  the  enemy’s  retreat  became  a  grand  rout,  so  did  our  pursuit  become 
a  confused  and  eager  chase.  The  Third  Massachusetts  became  detached 
from  my  command,  and  advanced  where  and  when  it  could,  while  I 
I)ressed  forward  with  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  and  Thirteenth 
Connecticut  until  after  dark.  When  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  began 
to  resist  we  were  very  near  our  front,  and  in  a  short  time  had  the 
advance,  Avith  others  already  there,  with  General  Grover  and  Colonel 
Molineux.  We  remained  in  the  advance  all  night,  the  skirmish  line, 
consisting  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  Major  Butler,  and  Twelfth  Maine, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilsley,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty-first  Ncav  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eexford,  and  Thirty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  on  the  right,  the  advance  being  under  the 
immediate  and  constant  direction  of  General  Grover.  Camp  Avas  formed 
at  Woodstock  in  the  morning  after  a  severe  night’s  march,  in  which  all 
concerned  earned  credit  for  patience  under  great  fatigue  and  difficulties 
incident  to  movements  of  the  kind.  The  juirsuit  of  the  enemy  was  kept 
up  until  the  e Alenin g  of  the  25th,  Avhen  we  reached  Harrisonburg,  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  brigade  being  used  at  times  as  skirmishers,  though 
not  being  again  engaged. 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  where  commands  are  so  mixed  to  render  justice 
to  all  during  a  general  and  glorious  victory.  The  charge  of  the  One 
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hiiLidred  and  tweiity-eiglitli  New  York  on  tbe  enemy’s  rille-pits  was  gal¬ 
lantly  done;  the  capture  of  the  four  gnus  by  Major  Lewis  and  his  light¬ 
ing  regiment  deserve  especial  notice,  and  the  constant  cheerfulness 
under  severe  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts 
and  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  Y^ork  entitle  them  to  most  hon¬ 
orable  mention.  Capt.  Edwin  N.  Ketchum,  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
sixth  New  York,  commanding  the  pioneer  corps  of  the  brigade,  per¬ 
formed  double  service,  fighting  with  his  company  in  every  engagement 
and  working  with  it  between  times.  Oapt.  Charles  W.  Kennedy,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  during  the  final  charge  on  Fisher’s  Hill,  was 
knocked  from  his  horse  by  a  grape-shot,  but  fortunately  escaped  with 
a  slight  bruise. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  brigade  since  the  21st  was  4  killed  and  14 
wounded. 

Yerv  resx)ectfullv, 

DAN.  MAOAULEY, 
(h)lonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Captain  Hibbert, 

.4 SKistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  97. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie^  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Rem 
~  Yorlx  Infantry,  commanding  Third.  Brigade^  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Rear  Cedar  Creeh,  Fu.,  October  M,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the  19th  in¬ 
stant  : 

This  command  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  to  take 
part  in  a  reconnaissance  on  our  immediate  front,  and  in  obedience  to 
such  order  the  brigade  line  was  formed  at  5.20  a.  m.  in  light  marching 
order,  camps  unbroken.  At  this  time,  and  for  some  time  previous,  dis¬ 
tant  and  heavy  skirmishing  was  heard  on  the  right  of  the  army  lines, 
but  as  the  position  of  the  firing  remained  unchanged  it  did  not  occa¬ 
sion  serious  alarm.  Occasional  shots  were  also  fired  from  the  picket¬ 
lines  of  the  Second  Division  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  At  5  25  a.  m. 
about  tliirty  shots  were  fired  in  rapid  succession  on  the  picket-lines  of 
General  (hDok’s  command,  whereupon  the  brigade,  then  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Dan.  Macauley,  Eleventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  was 
ordered  to  occupy  the  works  in  its  front,  and  an  aidci  was  dispatched  to 
inform  General  Grover  of  the  attack.  After  a  few  moments  of  quiet 
the  attack  was  resumed  with  great  fury  upon  the  left  of  the  army  lines, 
the  firing  consisting  principally  of  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  but 
intermingled  with  some  discharges  of  artillery.  In  about  ten  minutes 
the  firing  ceased,  and  it  was  then  generally  believed  that  the  attack 
had  been  repulsed.  Shortly  after  the  cessation  of  firing  information 
was  received  through  our  retreating  men  that  our  left  fiank  had  been 
turned,  and  that  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  ground  whicli  had 
been  held  by  General  Crook’s  command.  Although  it  was  now  day¬ 
light,  a  dense  fog  obscured  the  view  and  hid  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  The  following  dispositions  were  then  made  of  the  command 
to  receive  the  expected  attack:  Tlie  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth 
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]SIew  York  and  tbe  three  left  coniDanies  of  tlie  One  liuiidred  and  lifty- 
sixth  New  York  were  placed  in  line  facing  the  sontlieast,  and  on  a  line 
at  right  angles  with  tlie  brigade  line  and  joining  its  left;  the  left  of  the 
One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  Y^ork  reached  nearly  to  and  sup¬ 
ported  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

These  dispositions  had  scarcely  been  made,  and  orders  given  to  the 
men  to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  enemy  was  near  enough  to  make  the 
fire  effective,  when  v  e  began  to  receive  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from 
the  advancing,  but  still  hidden,  enemy.  The  fire  came  from  our  front,  our 
right,  and  our  left,  with  a  heavy,  but  random,  fire  of  artillery  from  the 
heights  formerly  occupied  by  Oeneral  Crook’s  command,  ^he  enemy’s 
lines  were  not  developed  until  they  were  within  150  yards  of  our  lines, 
and  then  were  but  dimly  visible  through  the  fog.  At  this  time  they 
opened  a  furious  and  destructive  fire  upon  us,  still  advancing,  which 
was  vigorously  and  effectively  returned,  checking  to  some  extent  their 
advance.  The  enemy’s  lines,  as  now  developed,  were  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  the  main  brigade  line,  and  facing  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-sixth  New  York  and  the  three  companies  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-sixth  New  York,  which  had  changed  front.  The  left  of  their 
lines  extended  very  nearly  to  Cedar  Creek,  while  their  right  extended 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  through  the  fog  and  smoke.  In  a  Awy 
few  moments  they  were  on  us  in  force,  their  left  swinging  to  the  right, 
while  their  right  poured  heavy  volleys  in  our  rear.  A  desperate  hand- 
to-hand  fight  ensued  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  line.  The  enemy  had 
I)lanted  their  colors  on  our  works  and  were  fighting  desperately  across 
them,  meeting  with  a  stubborn  resistance,  while  they  swarmed  like  bees 
round  the  battery  on  our  left  and  rear.  The  enemy  rushed  upon,  seized, 
and  attempted  to  capture  the  colors  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth 
and  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York,  but  in  both  instances 
they  were  saved  by  stripping  them  from  their  staff's  while  the  enemy 
had  them  in  partial  possession.  AYe  were  crushed  by  the  weight  of 
numbers,  and  compelled  to  hastily  fall  back  by  the  only  road  left  to 
us,  viz,  by  the  right  along  the  line  of  works,  which  was  effected  with 
considerable  loss,  many  being  shot  down  or  captured  in  the  pits.  At 
or  shortly  before  this  time  Col.  Dan.  Macauley  was  shot  down  and 
seriously  wounded  while  gallantly  cheering  on  his  men,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me.  The  regiments  were  all  rallied 
on  their  respective  colors  in  a  short  time,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  the  command  was  reported  to  General  Grover,  and  was  ordered 
by  him  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  still  slowly 
falling  back.  About  10  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  halt  my  command  and 
await  further  orders,  by  command  of  General  Emory.  In  this  position 
we  remained  (on  a  hill  commanding  an  extensive  view)  for  some  time, 
when,  perceiving  that  the  army  Avas  forming  for  an  attack,  and  seeing 
that  its  flank  on  my  front  was  protected  by  the  advance  of  the  cavalry 
and  horse  artillery,  and  fearing  that  my  exact  position  might  have  been 
forgotten  or  ovei  loolred,  I  took  the  responsibility  of  collecting  all  strag¬ 
glers  and  organizing  them  with  my  command,  and  marching  rapidly 
with  them  by  the  right  flank  to  where  the  troops  tvere  forming.  I  there 
reported  in  person  to  General  Emory,  Avho  approved  my  action  and 
ordered  me  to  take  a  position  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps,  supporting  a  section  of  the  Seventeenth  Indiana  Battery.  In  a 
short  time  we  were  ordered  to  support  the  First  Brigade  of  this  divis¬ 
ion,  and  moved  to  assault  the  enemy,  which  was  rapidly  and  success¬ 
fully  performed. 
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During  the  attack  and  subsequent  pursuit  we  changed  front  many 
times  in  accordance  with  orders  from  staff  officers,  moving  through  a 
difficult  and  wooded  country,  exposed  frequently  to  a  severe  fire  in 
front  and  flanks,  and  by  the  time  the  sun  Avent  down  the  brigade  occu¬ 
pied  its  old  camp  ground  with  the  enemy  routed  and  flying  in  disorder 
beyond  Fisher’s  Hill,  pursued  by  our  cavalry. 

The  aggregate  losses  of  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  are  as  follows:  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  54;  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 
95;  One  hundred  and  flfty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  92;  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  53;  One  hundred  and 
seveuty-flfth  NeAV  York  Volunteers,  3;  total,  297  men.* 

The  casualties  will  show  how  obstinately  the  ground  was  held.  The 
very  heavy  detail  of  5  officers  and  175  men  Avas  on  picket  in  front  of 
the  division,  and  many  of  these  were  captured  by  the  rapid  advance  of 
the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  Cedar  Creek.  The  One  hundred  and 
seventy-fifth  New  York  A^olunteers,  Capt.  Charles  McCarthey  com¬ 
manding,  was  detached  from  the  brigade  guarding  tlie  ammunition 
train  and  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  train  was  removed  to  a 
place  of  safety  under  a  heavy  fire. 

I  desire  before  closing  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  each  and  every  member  of  the  brigade  staff’,  viz :  Capt. 
Charles  W.  Kennedy,  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  T.  P.  Eundlet,  Thirty- eighth  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteers,  provost-marshal;  Lieut.  H.  E.  Macomber,  Thirty- 
eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-cami);  Lieut.  Ihigene 
Franklin,  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York,  acting  aide-de- 
camp. 

The  following-named  officers  also  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
coolness  and  efficiency:  Maj.  Charles  F.  Allen,  commanding  Thirty- 
eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Capt.  James  J.  Hoyt,  One  hundred 
and  fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers;  Capt.  Alfred  Cooley,  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers;  Capt.  Ethan  Gr.  Locke,  One 
hundred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York  Volunteers;  Capt.  Charles  R. 
Anderson,  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers; 
Lieut.  Charles  B.  Western,  One  hundred  and  fifty- sixth  New  York 
Volunteers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  NEAFIE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commandinfj  Brigade. 

Capt.  E.  A.  Fiske, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  9<S. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  F.  Allen,  Thirty -eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
of  operations  October  10. 

Hdqrs.  Tiiirty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

Near  Cedar  Creeh,  Va.,  October  22,  '1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folloAviiig  r(‘port  relative  to  tli(‘ 
])art  taken  by  this  command  in  the  engagement  lu^ar  Cedar  (  h'cek,  Vbi., 
October  19,  LSffl: 

The  reginumt,  in  ac(5ordance  with  orders  received,  Avas  ready  to  move 
at  5  a.  111.  At  tiiat  time  heaA^y  bring  Avas  heard  to  tli(‘  left,  and  orders 

^For  Btateiiienl  in  detail,  see  p.  134. 
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were  received  to  occupy  the  breast- works  iu  front  of  the  camp.  Shortly 
after  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing  on  the  left,  and  having  gained  a 
jiosition  on  the  flank  we  were  subjected  to  an  enfilading  fire  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  breast-works  useless.  Orders  were  given  ‘4n  retreat,  march.” 
From  that  time  the  command  continued  to  fall  back  under  a  heavy 
musketry  and  artillery  fire.  At  noon  changed  position  toward  the  left, 
and  about  2  p.  m.  took  up  position  in  second  line  of  battle.  About  3 
p.  m.  went  forward  in  tlie  charge  upon  the  enemy.  At  sunset  gained 
tlie  position  left  in  the  morning  and  made  camp  for  the  night. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties :  One  officer  and  18  enlisted  men 
wounded,  33  enlisted  men  prisoners,  2  enlisted  men  missing. 

CHAKLES  F.  ALLEN, 

Major^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  J.  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


No.  99. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Neafie,  One  hundred  and  fifty -sixth  Neiv 
YorJc  Infantry^  of  operations  September  19-30. 

Headquarters  156th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Wear  Harrisonburg^  September  30^  1864. 

In  obedience  to  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  opera¬ 
tions  of  my  regiment  from  the  19th  of  September  to  the  present  date: 

I  broke  camp  on  the  advanced  line  on  the  right  of  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  at  Berryville,  at  1  a.  m.  September  19,  and 
reported  with  my  command  at  headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  at  1.30  a.  m.j  marched  from  thence  to  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  beyond  Opequon  Creek  and  formed  line  of  battle  about  10.30 
a.  m.  My  regiment  formed  the  left  of  the  brigade  line,  and  joined  the 
right  of  the  advance  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  threw  out  a  line  of 
skirmishers  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Alfred  Cooley,  which  joined 
with  the  skirmish  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  covering  the  front  of  my 
regiment.  The  line  was  immediately  and  warmly  engaged  by  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  in  the  woods  on  our  front.  About  11  a.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  advance  and  guide  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which 
order  I  executed,  and  iu  order  to  do  so  I  was  obliged  to  oblique  my 
regiment  very  much  to  the  left.  The  advance  was  made  under  a  severe 
fire,  across  an  open  field  of  about  500  yards  in  width,  until  we  came 
witliin  150  yards  of  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  in  two  lines  with  cav¬ 
alry  in  their  rear  and  a  battery  directly  in  our  front,  when  the  left  of 
my  regiment  plunged  into  a  thick  woods.  From  this  point  our  advance 
was  down  a  slope,  exposing  us  to  a  terrific  fire  froDi  both  lines  of  the 
enemy.  We  still  advanced  until  we  came  within  thirty  yards  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  when,  finding  that  we  had  no  support  in  our  rear  and  the 
line  on  our  left  and  right  was  giving  Avay,  we  were  obliged  to  fall  back 
about  200  yards,  where  we  halted,  rallied  the  men  on  the  colors,  and 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  checked  his  advance.  At  this  time  I 
saw  a  line  advancing  to  our  support  on  our  right  flank,  and  fell  back 
with  my  regiment  to  the  woods  from  whence  the  right  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  had  advanced.  I  there  halted  and  reformed  my  line  under  a 
severe  fire,  which  was  vigorously  returned. 
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The  enemy  now  began  to  fall  back,  when  we  charged  and  drove  him 
in  disorder  over  tlie  hill,  caiMuring  some  prisoners,  the  enemy  leaving 
a  number  of  killed  and  wounded  behind  him.  1  halted,  realigned  my 
regiment  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  then  ad¬ 
vanced  about  seventy-five  yards  to  the  brow  of  the  little  hill  command¬ 
ing  their  position.  I  theirordered  my  command  to  lie  down,  and  opened 
a  rapid  and  effective  fire  on  the  enemy’s  line.  About  this  time  I  was 
notified  that  Col.  Jacob  Sharpe,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  was 
wounded,  and  that  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me.  I 
then  moved  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Anderson,  to  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-sixth  New  York  and  on  the  same  line,  and  a  i^ortion  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  under  command  of  Captain  Bennett,  on  the  right 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  (a  portion  of  the 
Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  under  command  of  Major  Allen,  being; 
with  tbe  Second  Brigade),  and  the  entire  line  opened  a  vigorous  fire. 
About  3  p.  m.  I  saw  that  the  line  on  our  right  was  advancing  at  a 
charge,  and  I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  entire  brigade  line,  which  was 
executed  in  gallant  style.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  New  York, 
Capt.  James  J.  Hoyt  commanding,  had  expended  all  their  cartridges, 
and  advanced  without  firing,  a  shot,  driving  the  enemy  rapidly  before 
them,  capturing  a  number  of  i)risoners,  among  them  a  colonel  and  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel.  The  advance  Acas  continued  up  to  the  works  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  when  the  line  was  crowded  out  by  the  advance  of  tlie  troops 
on  our  right,  and  the  brigade  was  halted  for  a  short  time  to  replenish 
our  ammunition.  The  adA^ance  was  continued  to  two  miles  beyond 
Winchester,  a\  here  I  reported  to  General  Grover  and  went  into  camp 
for  the  night. 

Colonel  Foster  having  joined  he  assumed  command  of  the  brigade 
next  morning,  September  20 ;  the  regiment  marched  to  Strasburg  that 
day,  and  on  the  next  day,  September  21,  we  went  into  position  on  the 
hills.  On  the  22d  the  regiment  was  moved  to  a  hill  in  the  front  of  the 
enemy’s  line  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  My  regiment  occupied  the  extreme  left  of 
the  brigade  line.  1  was  ordered  to  fortify  the  hill  and  hold  it  at  all  haz¬ 
ards.  About  12  m.  I  Avas  ordered  to  send  a  working  party,  Avithout  arms, 
to  fortify  a  hill  in  case  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  driving  the  enemy’s  front  in.  The  left  wing  of  my  regiment, 
under  command  of  Capt.  James  J.  Hoyt,  and  supported  by  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-sixth  New  York,  advanced  to  the  hill  occupied  by  the 
skirmishers  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  New  York  and  for¬ 
tified  the  hill  under  a  severe  fire.  The  rest  of  my  regiment  Avas  subse¬ 
quently  sent  forAvard  under  my  command,  Avhere  we  remained  until 
relieA^ed  by  the  TAventy-eighth  Iowa.  I  tlien  marched  my  regiment 
back,  took  our  arms,  and  about  3  ]).  m.  advanced  on  the  left  of  the 
Second  Brigade  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  charged  them  in  line  of  battla 
for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  Since  that  time  I  have  nothing  of  unusual 
importance  to  report.  We  have  accompanied  the  brigade  in  all  its 
movements  to  the  present  date. 

My  total  loss  on  the  19th  at  Wiiu-liester  Avas :  Wounded,  commissioned 
officers,  3-  enlisted  men,  88.  Killed,  enlisted  men,  20.  At  Fisher’s 
Hill,  September  22:  Wounded,  enlisted  men,  4.  Total,  115. 

I  cannot  close  Avithout  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  bravery  and 
good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  To  mention  one 
of  the  officers  would  seem  to  impute  that  others  did  not  do  their  Avhole 
duty,  Avhich  Avas  not  the  case,  but  I  cannot  close  Avithout  expressing  my 
thanks  to  Lieut,  M.  Hasbrouck,  acting  quartermaster,  Avho  A^olunteered 
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bis  services  and  rendered  me .  efficient  aid.  I  regret  to  state  t  liat  be 
received  a  severe  wound  from  a  piece  of  shell  during  tbe  last  cbarge, 
wbicb  disabled  bim  temporarilj^  I  would  further  state  that  tbe  color- 
sergeant  and  four  coiT)orals  were  shot  down  under  tbe  colors,  doing 
their  duty  bravely  and  well. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFKED  NEAFIE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel.  Commanding  156th  Neiv  Yorlc  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  Charles  W.  Kennedy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral^  Third  Brigade. 


Ko.  100. 

Reports  of  Col.  David  Shmilc^  Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 
Fourth  Brigade^  of  operations  Septemler  19-23  and  October  19.  . 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brio.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Harrisonburg.,  Fa.,  September  20.,  1864.  ‘ 

Captain  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  tbe  following  operations  of  my 
command  since  leaving  Berry ville,  Ya.,  September  19,  1864,  to  the 
present  date : 

On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  19tli  instant  moved  from  camp  near  Berry- 
ville,  and  after  crossing  tbeOpequon  took  position  on  tbe  extreme  right 
of  tbe  line  in  rear  of  tbe  First  Brigade  as  supporting  column.  After  a 
short  rest,  orders  being  given  to  advance,  moved  forward  about  100 
yards  in  rear  of  General  Birge,  and  was  still  advancing  when  tbe  left 
regiments  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  falling  back  of  tbe  front 
line  and  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy’s  battery  at  short  range. 
Tbe  regiment  on  the  right  (Eighth  Indiana)  held  its  position  until  all 
on  tbe  left  bad  retired,  when,  to  avoid  being  flanked,  it  fell  back  in 
good  order,  and  after  being  rejoined  by  tbe  Eighteenth  Indiana,  in 
accordance  with  orders  took  position  on  tbe  right  flank  abd  held  it 
until  relieved  by  a  portion  of  General  Crook’s  command.  Tbe  Twenty- 
fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  under  their  respective  commanders, 
with  a  part  of  Colonel  Molineux’s  brigade,  moved  to  the  support  of 
the  battery  stationed  in  the  strip  of  woods  on  the  left  of  my  brigade, 
and  gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy,  who  was  advancing  to  take  the  bat¬ 
tery.  The  loss  of  those  two  regiments  (Twenty  fourth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Iowa)  in  this  part  of  the  engagement  was  very  heavy,  especially 
in  line  officers,  of  whom  over  one-half  were  killed  or  wounded.  Upon 
the  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  my  brigade  having  been  reformed,  I 
moved  forward  on  the  right  of  the  division  in  the  advance  line  and  so 
continued  until  we  bivouacked  at  Winchester.  The  casualties  during 
the  engagement  were  4  officers  and  25  men  killed,  12  officers  and  137 
men  wounded,  and  27  men  missing  j  total  loss,  10  officers  and  189  men.* 
On  tlie  morning  of  tlie  20th  advanced  toward  Strasburg,  arriving 
there  in  the  afternoon,  and  took  up  ])osition  on  the  left,  near  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  Eiver,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  rear  of  General  Birge. 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st  I  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  iiike,  and 
on  the  22d  moved  still  farther  to  theriglit,  in  the  woods,  and  erected 
fortifications  in  rear  of  First  Division.  In  the  evening,  in  obedience  to 

'  But  see  revised  table,  p.  115. 
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orders  from  Cieueral  Birge,  moved  to  tlie  left  Jiiid  oecui)ied  the  works 
erected  by  Colonel  Macauley’s  brigade,  wliere  I  remained  about  an 
hour,  and  then  imshed  forward  after  the  retreating  eneiny.  Early  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  22d  tire  T wen ty -eighth  Iowa  was  detached  and  sent 
forward  as  skirmishers,  being  under  the  direct  orders  of  General 
Grover,  and  advanced  to  the  enemy’s  works,  jnissing  the  sharpshooters 
of  the  advance  brigade.  They  charged  the  battery  in  their  front  in  the 
face  of' a  heavy  fire,  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy,  who  tied  pre¬ 
cipitately  by  cutting  their  horses  loose  and  retreating  pell-mell.  This 
regiment,  with  Captain  Entwistle’s  company,  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
sixth  hTew  York  A^olunteers,  captured  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  fol¬ 
lowed  on  in  the  advancing  column  after  the  retreatiDg  enemy  about 
three  miles,  when  I  ordered  them  back  to  camp  to  get  their  knapsacks, 
which  had  been  left  behind  when  ordered  out  in  the  afternoon.  They 
rejoined  the  command  at  Woodstock  the  following  morning.  As  we 
advanced  on  the  pike,  after  the  retreating  enemy,  our  advance  was  fired 
into  about  four  miles  from  Strasburg,  when  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  moved  forward  until  the  enemy 
retired,  when  1  again  proceeded  by  the  flank,  and  at  5  a.  m.  23d  instant 
arrived  at  Woodstock  and  bivouacked.  The  casualties  during  the 
afternoon  and  night  were  3  officers  and  12  men  wounded. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command  for  their 
endurance  and  bravery  in  the  several  engagements,  but  I  would  espe¬ 
cially  mention  Lieut.  Col.  B.  W.  Wilson,  commanding  Twenty-eighth 
Iowa,  who  behaved  in  so  gallant  a  manner  in  repelling  the  enemy’s 
charge  on  our  battery  at  Winchester,  as  Avell  as  his  conduct  in  the 
charge  on  the  enemy’s  battery  at  Strasburg,  which  resulted  in  its  capture. 
I  Avill  forward  a  nominal  list  of  casualties  as  soon  as  completed. 

I  am,  sir,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  SHUI^K, 

Colonel  Eighth  Indiana^  Commanding, 
Capt.  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Ge7i.,  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Nmeteenth  A^miy  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Cedar  Creek^  Fa.,  October  M,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  opera¬ 
tions  of  my  command  in  the  engagement  on  the  19th  of  October,  instant: 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward 
on  the  following  morning  (19th)  at  5  o’clock  and  occupy  the  works  of 
the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  Avho  were  ordered  on  a  reconnaissance 
in  the  direction  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  Avhere  the  enemy  were  encamped. 
Accordingly,  at  that  hour  my  command  Avas  under  arms,  Avhen  heavy 
musketry  firing  was  heard  on  our  left  in  the  direction  of  the  Eighth 
Corps,  and  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  left  to  protect  the  fiaiik, 
which  I  immediately  did,  my  right  resting  near  the  left  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  the  line  extending  diagonally  across  the  i)ike,  the  right  regiment 
(Eighth  Indiana)  suppoi  ting  Battery  D,  First  Bhode  Island  Artillery. 
In  consequence  of  the  dense  fog,  whic'h  existed  at  the  time,  the  enemy 
advanced  on  the  battery  and  were  Avithin  a  short  distance  of  it  belbre  Ave 
e.onld  distinguish  Avhetiier  they  Avere  friends  or  foes,  the  more  so,  as  we 
supposed  them  to  be  a  ])ortioii  of  the  Eighth  Corps,  and  iiotwithstaiid- 
ing  Ave  received  a  very  heavy  fire  from  that  direction  we  did  not  reply 
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to  it  until  they  eliarged  directly  on  the  battery.  Five  ])ieces  were  with¬ 
drawn  successfully,  and  while  attempting-  to  save  the  last  07ie  Majoi 
Hart  (of  General  Grover’s  staff),  Capt.  AVilliam  D.  Watsoo,  and  Lieut. 
George  W.  Quay  (both  of  Eiglith  Indiana)  were  killed,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
A.  J.  Kenny  (commanding  Eighth  Indiana)  severely  wounded.  By 
this  time  the  left  had  entirely  given  way  and  the  enemy’s  line  was  on 
my  flank  and  rear,  when  I  fell  back  about  500  yards  and  took  position 
with  my  line  facing  the  pike,  and  held  it  until  the  enemy  in  large  force 
had  crossed  the  pike,  when  to  avoid  being  cut  off  I  again  fell  back, 
passing  to  the  west  of  the  stone  house  (General  Sheridan’s  headquar¬ 
ters)  to  a  point  nearly  half  a  mile  north  of  it,  when  1  halted,  formed 
line  on  the  left  of  First  Brigade  (General  Birge’s),  and  remained  until 
ordered  to  move  by  right  of  regiments  to  the  rear,  which  I  did,  taking 
position  on  the  right  of  tlie  Sixth  Corps  as  supporting  column  of  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade  (Colonel  Molineux’s),  where  we  formed  a  temporary  breast¬ 
work  of  fence  rails.  One  regiment  of  my  command  (Twenty-fourth 
Iowa)  was  here,  by  order  of  General  Emory,  moved  to  the  light  of  the 
First  Division  to  protect  the  right  flank,  and  did  not  rejoin  me  until 
we  moved  forward  and  had  advanced  some  distance.  At  3.30  p.  m.  we 
assumed  the  offensive  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  steadily  driving 
theni  from  every  position,  until  we  again  had  possession  of  tbe  camp¬ 
ground  occupied  by  us  in  the  morning;  here  we  halted.  About  8  p.  m., 
in  obedience  to  an  order  from  General  Birge  (commanding  division),  I 
moved  forward  to  near  Strasburg  to  support  First  Division,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  under  order  from  General  Dwight  bivouacked  for 
the  night  without  fires,  the  men  suffering  severely  for  want  of  blankets 
and  proper  clothing  to  protect  them  from  the  excessive  cold.  On  the 
following  morning  (20th)  the  Second  Division  moved  up  and  I  rejoined 
it  with  my  command. 

It  would  appear  invidious  to  mention  individual  cases  of  gallantry 
during  the  day  where  all,  both  officers  and  men,  did  their  whole  duty. 
I  can  only  refer  to  A.  J.  Kenny,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  Eighth 
Indiana;  W.  S.  Charles,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth 
Indiana;  J.  Q.  Wilds,  lieutenant- colonel,  commanding  Twenty-fourth 
Iowa;  B.  W.  Wilson,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  Twenty- eighth 
Iowa,  who  were  wounded  early  in  the  engagement,  while  bravely  lead¬ 
ing  their  men  against  the  enemy;  Ira  Hough,  private.  Company  E, 
Eighth  Indiana;  Richard  Taylor,  private.  Company  E,  Eighteenth 
Indiana,  who  each  captured  a  battle-flag  from  the  enemy. 

My  brigade  captured  during  the  day  42  prisoners. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  28  officers  and  304  enlisted  men 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  the  bravery  of  the 
lamented  Major  Hart  (of  General  Grover’s  staff'),  who  was  killed  while 
cheering  on  tlie  men  in  their  attempt  to  save  the  last  gun  of  Battery 
D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery.  In  him  we  have  lost  a  noble,  brave, 
efficient  officer. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  '  DAVID  SHUNK, 

Colonel  Eighth  Indiana^  Commanding. 

Capt.  E.  A.  Fiske, 

Actg.  AhhI.  Adgt.  Gen.^  Second  J)iv.,  Nineteenth  Armg  Corps. 

^  But  see  revised  table,  p.  134. 
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Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Wright^  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  19-22  and  October  19. 

^  IlDQKS.  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Campf  Russell,  Va.,  November  19,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers 
in  the  battle  of  Opeciuoii  or  AVinchester,  Va.,  September  19,  1804: 

The  regiment  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Q.  Wilds,  but  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  his  control  xnevented  him  from  making  an  official  report 
prior  to  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  at  which  i^lace’he  Avas  severely 
wounded  and  has  since  died;  for  this  reason  I  take  the  responsibility 
of  making  it  myself.  On  the  18th  of  September  orders  were  issued 
from  army  headquarters  requiring  all  transportation  to  be  sent  to  the 
rear,  also  all  extra  baggage,  retaining  onl}^  such  articles  as  could  not 
be  disi^ensed  with,  these  to  be  carried  by  tlie  men  and  officers’  horses. 
Thus  stripped  of  everything  that  would  encumber  its  movements,  the 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah  retired  to  rest  in  camx)  near  Berry ville,  Va., 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  with  orders  to  be  in  line  of  battle  ready  to 
move  at  2  o’clock  next  morning.  The  Twenty- fourth  Iowa  belonged  to 
the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps.  The  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighth  and  Eighteenth  Indiana 
Veteran  Volunteers,  and  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa, 
was  commanded  by  Col.  D.  Shunk,  Eighth  Indiana  Veteran  Volunteers; 
the  division,  by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Giwer;  the  corps,  by  Brevet  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Emory.  At  3  o’clock  the  advance  sounded,  and  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  moA^ed  out  on  the  Winchester  pike,  halting  about  three  miles 
Avest  of  Berryville  for  the  Sixth  Corps,  commanded  by  Major-General 
Wright,  to  pass,  as  it  Avas  to  have  the  advance. 

The  Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  command  of  General  Crook, 
moved  by  another  road  to  the  right.  Shortly  after  sunrise,  the  Sixtli 
Corps  having  jDassed,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  was  put  in  motion.  The 
Second  Division,  having  the  advance,  arrived  at  Opequon  Creek  about 
9  a.  m.,  when  heaA^y  skirmishing  and  some  cannonading  was  heard  in  the 
front  near  Winchester.  Here  Ave  received  orders  to  push  forward  rap¬ 
idly,  as  the  cavalry  and  Sixth  Corps  Yvere  already  engaged.  When  we 
had  reached  a  point  about  three  miles  from  Winchester  we  turned  to 
the  right  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  tlie  Winchester  and  Martins- 
burg  pike  about  one  mile,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Corps.  The  Second  Division  was  formed  in  two  lines;  the  First 
and  Tliird  Brigades  formed  the  lirst  line,  and  the  Second  and  Fourth  Bri¬ 
gades  the  second.  The  Twenty-fourth  loAva  Avas  on  the  left  center,  the 
Twenty-eighth  Iowa  on  the  left.  Eighth  Indiana  on  the  right,  Eighteenth 
Indiana  on  the  right  center,  the  Fourth  Brigade  being  on  the  extreme 
right.  Soon  after  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  commanded  by 
Brigadier- General  DAvight,  came  up  and  formed  in  the  rear  as  a  reserve. 
In  this  position  we  remained  until  about  12  m.,  when  theadvance  sounded 
and  the  whole  line  moved  for  Avar  d  steadily.  The  front  of  the  Avhole 
division  was  covered  by  a  strip  of  woodland  nearly  a  third  of  a  mile 
wide.  Beyond  this  Avoodland  Avas  an  open  field,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  wide,  beyond  Avhich  Avas  Avoodland  again.  When  the  second  line 
emerged  into  the  open  field  the  first  line  Avas  just  entering  the  Avood  on 
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tlie  opiiosite  iside,  liaviu^-  driven  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  across  the 
open  held,  and  were  driving  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  discovering  that 
our  right  hank  Avas  unin-otected,  threw  a  heavy  column  of  infantry, 
with  one  battery  of  artillery,  around  on  our  right  nearly  at  right  angles 
witli  our  lines,  and  kept  them  concealed  in  a  deep  hollow.  In  consequence 
of  a  hank  hre  from  this  column  the  hrst  line  gave  back  and  passed 
through  the  second,  when  about  half  way  across  the  held.  This  created 
some  confusion,  but  the  line  was  soon  in  good  shape  again  and  moving 
forward  steadily.  When  within  100  yards  of  the  woods  the  column 
that  had  been  thrown  around  on  our  right  opened  out  Avitli  musketry 
and  canister-shot,  showering  the  iron  hail  along  and  almost  parallel 
with  our  ranks  and  mowing  down  our  men  by  the  score. 

As  soon  as  the  flank  movement  was  discovered  the  whole  line  was 
ordered  to  fall  bacli  to  the  woods,  which  was  done  in  as  good  order  as 
could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  The  line  was  reformed 
and  advanced  about  one-fourth  of  the  way  across  the  field  and  halted, 
holding  the  enemy  at  bay  until  some  troops  could  be  thrown  around 
to  our  right,  as  the  enemy’s  lines  extended^  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the 
right  of  ours.  Up  to  this  time  the  Twenty -fourth  had  had  2  officers 
mortally  wounded,  and  2  more  severely,  6  eidisted  men  killed,  and 
about  30  Avounded.  This  line  Avas  held  under  a  most  destructive 
artillery  fire  from  both  the  front  and  right  flank  for  about  two  hours, 
when  General  Crook  came  up  with  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  and 
formed  on  the  right,  relieving  the  most  of  the  Fourth  Brigade.  Captains 
Kigby,  Smith,  and  Martin,  Avith  Lieutenant  Lucas,  had  been  x>osted  with 
their  commands  in  a  point  of  timber  nearest  the  enemy,  Avith  orders  to 
hold  it  at  all  hazards,  and  were  not  relieved.  I  had  supplied  them 
Avith  ammunition,  and  when  the  fresh  troops  in  making  the  final  charge 
came  up  even  with  them  they  moved  forAvard  Avith  the  line,  which 
drove  the  enemy  from  every  position  taken,  until  it  became  a  perfect 
rout.  In  this  last  charge  the  Twenty-fourth  lost  a  number  of  brave 
soldiers  wounded  and  one  killed.  After  the  Fourth  Brigade  was 
relieA^ed  (except  as  above  mentioned)  boxes  were  filled  up  with  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  it  was  moved  to  the  extreme  l  ight  in  order  to  prevent  any 
more  flank  movements  of  the  enemy,  but  General  Averell  coming  in 
w:th  his  cavalry  rendered  the  movement  entirely  unnecessary.  After 
tlie  enemy  was  entirely  routed  and  driven  pell-mell  from  the  field  the 
regiment  was  got  together  and  marched  about  tAvo  miles,  and  went  into 
camp  near  Winchester  on  the  Front  Eoyal  pike. 

Casualties  during  the  day:  Officers  mortally  wounded,  2,*  severely, 
4;  enlisted  men  killed,  9;  Avounded,  56;  captured,  3;  total,  74,  a  list 
of  which  is  hereto  appended.* 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  Capt.  J.  B.  Gould,  of 
Company  13,  and  Lieut.  S.  S.  Dillmau,  of  Company  E,  both  having  been 
mortally  Avounded  Avhile  leading  their  men  on  in  the  hottest  of  the  bat¬ 
tle.  Both  were  brave  almost  to  rashness.  In  them  the  Twenty-fourth 
lost  two  valuable  officers  and  society  two  valuable  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  WEIGHT, 

Lie  ulenant- Colonel  Twenty -fourth  Begiment  Iowa  Infty.  Vols. 

Col.  N.  B.  Baker, 

•  Adjutant- General  of  lou'a. 

*Bnt  see  revised  tal)le,  p.  115. 
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Hdqks.  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Camp  Rys.sell,  November  19,  ISCl, 

Colonel:  I  liave  tlie  lioiior  to  submit  the  following  re])ort  of  tlie 
part  taken  by  the  Tweuty-fourtb  Kegiment  Iowa  Infantry  Ab)lunteers 
in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1804: 

It  bad  been  a  matter  of  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  the  part  taken 
by  the  Twenty-fourth  in  that  engagement  was  entitled  to  a  report,  but 
having  received  an  ord(‘r  from  Brevet  Alajor-General  Grover,  command¬ 
ing  division,  to  have  it  inscribed  on  the  banner  of  the  Twenty-fourth  as 
one  of  the  battles  in  which  the  regiment  had  been  engaged,  I  thought 
proper  to  make  the  following  repoi  t  and  forward  it  with  the  historical 
memoranda  for  1864:  The  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  after  having 
driven  Early  from  Winchester,  Va.,  on  the  19th,  arrived  at  Strasburg 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  and  found  the  enemy  posted  in  a  strong 
position  on  Fisher’s  Hill,  his  line  reaching  from  the  base  of  the  Massa- 
nutten  Alountain  to  near  the  base  of  Little  North  Mountain,  fronting 
on  Strasburg,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  south.  During  the  21st 
continual  skirmishing  was  going  on  in  front,  wuth  but  few  casualties 
on  either  side.  The  Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  command  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Crook,  was  thrown  forward  in  the  direction  of  Little  North  Moun¬ 
tain  and  near  the  enemy’s  left.  The  Sixth  Corps,  commanded  by  Alajor- 
General  Wright,  followed  Crook,  and  occupied  the  center.  The  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  commanding,  moved  in 
between  Wright’s  left  and  the  Shenandoah,  the  line  passing  through 
the  north  side  of  Strasburg.  In  this  position  both  armies  rested  on 
their  arms  during  the  night,  the  pickets  within  hailing  distance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  strong  skirmish  lines  were  thrown  out, 
the  whole  army  being  put  in  motion  and  moved  to  the  right  near  two 
miles,  which  threw  a  portion  of  Crook’s  command  beyond  the  enemy’s 
extreme  left.  The  Nineteenth  Corps  was  formed  in  two  lines  immedi¬ 
ately  in  front  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  the  left  resting  on  Strasburg,  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division  on  the  extreme  left,  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Macauley) 
and  First  Brigade  (General  Birge)  forming  the  first  line.  The  Second 
Brigade  (Colonel  Molineux)  and  Fourth  Brigade  (Colonel  Shunk) 
formed  the  second  line,  the  Fourth  Brigade  being  on  the  right.  In 
this  position  we  were  ordered  to  throw  up  works,  as  the  enemy  could 
reach  us  Avith  his  artillery,  occasional  shots  from  which  Avere  bounding 
through  our  lines.  The  works  were  immediately  commenced,  and  by  10 
p.  m.  works  of  sufficient  strength  Avere  completed  to  protect  us  from  the 
enemy’s  shells,  Avhich  Avere  increasing.  During  this  tijiie  heavy  skir¬ 
mishing  was  going  on  in  front,  and  Crook  Avas  Avinding  his  Avay  along  the 
base  of  Little  North  Mountain,  eiideaA  oring  to  get  to  the  enemy’s  rear. 
By  3  p.  m.  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  had  been  driven  back  near  half  a 
mile,  and  Crook  was  progressing  finely.  The  Twenty-fourth  Avas  uoav 
ordered  out  and  moved  to  the  extreme  left  through  a  shoAver  of  the 
enemy’s  shells,  having  to  cross  an  open  plain  immediately  in  front  and 
Avithin  easy  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  on  the  hill,  and  took  position  in 
support  of  the  First  Maine  Battery,  Avhich  was  keeping  up  a  vigorous 
lire  on  the  enemy’s  works.  This  position  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  hold  at 
all  hazards.  The  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  Avas  moved  to 
the  left,  and  took  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  Avorks  on 
the  hill,  but  concealed  behind  a  ridge  from  Avhich  the  enemy’s  skir¬ 
mishers  had  been  driAum  during  the  fore  part  of  the  day.  About  sunset 
it  Avas  ascertained  that  Crook  had  been  successtiil  in  getting  in  tin* 
rear  of  the  enemy’s  left,  Avhen,  at  a  preconcerted  signal  from  Slnn  idan’s 
headquarters,  the  Avhole  line  was  ordered  to  advance  at  the  double- 
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quick,  wliich  Avas  doue,  accompanied  by  such  yells  as  Sheridan’s  army 
only  can  give.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  Avbole  line  advancing,  prepared 
to  receive  the  attack  and  opened  on  the  lines  with  all  the  artillery 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear,  which  was  promptly  answered  by  our 
artillery  and  the  loud  shouts  of  the  advancing  lines.  Our  lines  pressed 
forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  eA^ery  position  taken,  until  every  rebel 
was  either  driA^en  from  the  hill,  killed,  or  captured.  The  victory  aa  as 
comxDlete,  CA-erything  that  could  impede  their  progress  Avas  left  behind, 
guns  in  jAOsition  and  caissons  with  teams  all  ready  to  move.  Early’s 
army  Avas  now  for  the  second  time  skedaddling”  up  the  Yalley. 

It  was  now  dark,  but  we  were  ordered  to  push  forward  in  hopes  of 
capturing  more  of  the  fleeing  enemy.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up  all  night, 
arriving  at  Woodstock  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  where 
tii'ed,  hungry,  and  sleepy,  the  victorious  army  rested  for  a  few  hours. 
The  night  was  very  dark,  the  route  to  be  i^assed  one  entirely  strange, 
and  the  enemy,  finding  that  he  Avas  pursued,  kept  out  a  rear  guard  with 
one  piece  of  artillery,  the  only  one  left.  The  guard  fired  on  us  frequently 
during  the  night  at  different  points,  rendering  the  march  very  difficult. 
The  Taa  enty-fourth  Avas  very  fortunate,  although  at  one  time  receiving 
the  entire  volley  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  at  close  range. 

Casualties,  1  officer  seA?^erely  AA^ouuded  and  4  men  slightly. 

The  officers  and  men  all  did  their  whole  duty  and  were  anxious  to 
l)ush  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  WRIGHT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Ihventy -fourth  Regiment  Iowa  Infty.  Vols. 

Col.  N.  B.  Baker, 

Adjutant- General^  State  of  Iowa. 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Camp  Rusself  Y«.,  Novemher  10^  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
13art  taken  by  the  Twenty- fourth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers 
in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1864 : 

The  regiment  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  DiAdsion, 
^Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  commanding 
corps,  Brigadier-General  Grover  commanding  division,  and  Colonel 
Shunk,  Eighth  Indiana  Veteran  A^olunteers,  commanding  brigade. 
The  brigade  occupied  the  left  of  the  second  line,  Avhich  was  about 
200  paces  in  rear  of  the  line  of  works  occupied  by  the  first  line. 
The  left  of  the  brigade  rested  about  200  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  pike  leading  from  Winchester  to  Staunton.  The  works  in  our 
front  were  occupied  by  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth 
Army  Corps,  with  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  near  the 
pike  on  the  left.  The  regiment  occui)ied  the  right  center  of  the  bri¬ 
gade,  AAith  the  Twenty-eigbth  Iowa  on  the  left.  The  Eighth  Corps, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Crook,  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the 
pike  and  about  300  paces  to  tlie  front.  The  Sixth  Corps  was  on  the 
right  of  the  Nineteenth,  with  its  right  thrown  back  toward  Middletown 
about  one  mile.  Our  teams  parked  about  one  mile  in  the  rear.  The 
enemy  Avas  in  camp  at  Fisher’s  Hill  some  four  miles  to  the  front. 
In  this  position  we  all  retired  to  our  ‘Virtuous  couches”  on  the  evening 
of  the  18th,  not  even  susx)ecting  our  danger  or  the  Yankee  trick  that 
Early  was  going  to  play  on  us  next  morning.  Soon  after  retiring  to 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


353 


bed  Colonel  Wilds,  then  iji  corninand  of  the  regiment,  received  orders 
to  have  the  men  under  arms  at  precisely  5  o’clock  next  morning,  as 
the  first  line  was  to  make  a  reconnaissance  to  the  front  and  the  Fourth 
Brigade  was  to  move  nj)  to  the  works  as  soon  as  vacated.  In  obedi¬ 
ence  to  this  order,  at  5  o’clock  the  regiment  was  all  in  line  (^*  battle 
and  ready  to  move  to  the  works.  Having  reason  to  believe  the  recon¬ 
naissance  would  not  last  more  than  one  or  two  hours,  as  the  order  was 
not  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  everything  except  arms  and  accouter¬ 
ments  were  left  in  tents.  At  5.10  o’clock  firing  commenced  on  the 
picket-line  of  the  Eighth  Corps.  Supposing  it  to  be  only  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  by  the  enemy  it  created  but  little  alarm.  In  a  few  minutes  heavy 
firing  commenced  on  the  left  and  front  of  the  Eighth  Corj)s. 

It  was  not  yet  daylight,  and  a  dense  fog,  which  had  settled  to  the 
ground,  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  objects  at  any  dis¬ 
tance.  Soon  after  the  firing  commenced  on  the  left  the  brigade  was 
ordered  to  move  by  the  left  flank  until  the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Iowa  rested  on  the  pike.  Colonel  Wilds  ordered  me  to  ride  to  the  left 
of  the  regiment  and  lead  it  to  the  place  indicated,  but  before  reaching 
the  pike  I  was  ordered  to  halt  and  take  position-,  as  we  were  already 
receiving  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  regiment  was  halted,  and  the  right 
thrown  forward  so  as  to  form  a  line  across  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  an 
angle  of  45  degrees  with  the  pike,  the  right  of  the  brigade,  Eighteenth 
Indiana  Yeteran  Volunteers,  supportiog  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the 
first  line.  The  fog  was  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  what 
was  in  front  of  us,  and  as  the  Eighth  Corps  was  falling  back  at  the 
time  our  fire  was  reserved  until  the  enemy  had  pressed  his  columns 
close  up  to  and  charged  the  battery  on  tlie  right,  one  piece  of  which 
was  captured.  We  held  the  position,  however,  until  Colonel  Shunk, 
discovering  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  column  across  the  pike  on 
our  left,  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back  about  500  yards  and  take 
position  parallel  to  and  facing  the  pike.  This  was  done  in  good  order, 
and  the  position  taken  and  held  until  it  became  necessary,  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  General  Grover,  to  fall  baidv  in  order  to  prevent  being  cut  off 
entirely.  Up  to  this  time  the  regiment  had  lost  6  men  killed  and  about 
40  wounded.  The  order  was  given  to  fall  back  as  rapidly  as  possible 
in  the  direction  of  the  camp  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  The  enemy  came  in 
heavy  force  on  our  left  and  captured  4  officers  and  about  40  men.  The 
brigade  fell  back  about  one  mile  and  formed  between  the  First  Brigade, 
General  Birge,  and  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  was  on  the  left.  Previous 
to  this  time  Colonel  Wilds  had  been  wounded  and  carried  from  the 
field.  I  had  also  received  a  bruise  on  my  hip  from  a  piece  of  shell,  and 
a  wound  from  a  musket  ball  in  the  left  arm,  near  the  elbow,  which  sick¬ 
ened  me  so  that  I  could  not  ride  for  near  an  hour,  and  the  regiment 
was  commanded  by  Capt.  L.  Clark  during  my  absence. 

Soon  after  I  returned  to  the  regiment,  which  was  then  in  the  position 
above  mentioned,  the  enemy  made  a  fiauk  movement  to  the  left  of  the 
Sixth  Corj)S,  rendering  it  necessary  for  it  to  fall  back,  and  we  were 
ordered  to  retire  by  the  right  of  regiments  to  the  rear.  We  moved  in 
this  manner  nearly  three  miles,  halted,  took  position,  procured  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  prepared  to  renew  the  battle.  After  we  had  rested  about 
half  an  hour,  Major-General  Sheridan  came  on  the  field,  having  been 
absent  since  the  morning  of  the  18  th.  lie  ordered  th(‘.  Eighth  fh)rps  to 
take  position  on  the  left  of  the  pike  between  Middletown  and  N’ewtown, 
the  Sixth  Corps  the  (‘enter,  and  the  Nineteenth  Cor])s  the  right.  Sent 
two  divisions  of  cavalry  to  the  right  and  one  to  the  left.  The  Fourth 
Brigade  was  formed  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Niiuiteenth  Corps,  con- 

23  n  K— VOL  XLlll,  PT  I 


354  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

necting  with  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  In  this  position  the  troops 
were  ordered  to  rest  and  throw  up  some  temporary  works.  About  12 
o’clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  the  Twenty-fonrtli  Iowa  to  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  and  i)rotect  the  Hank.  I  immediately 
moved  to  the  place  indicated,  took  i)osition,  and  threw  out  a  skirmish 
line.  In  this  position  I  remained  until  3  p.  m,,  when  I  received  orders 
to  call  in  my  skirmishers  and  take  my  place  in  the  line  as  it  was  going 
to  advance.  My  skirmishers  had  just  reported  when  the  ad  stance  was 
sounded.  In  order  to  get  my  position  in  the  line  I  had  to  double-quick 
about  one  mile,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  this  distance  we  had  to 
pass  through  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  which  overshot  our  advancing 
columns,  the  shells  exploding  in  the  rear.  About  3.30  o’clock  I  got  my 
place  in  the  line,  which  steadily  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  from  every 
position  taken  until  Ave  reached  the  camp  we  left  in  the  morning.  Here 
we  halted  and  made  some  coffee  (those  of  us  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  have  any),  the  first  we  had  tasted  since  the  evening  of  the  18th.  We 
found  one  wounded  officer  there,  who  had  hidden  among  the  rocks 
during  the  day,  and  quite  a  number  of  our  Avounded  men.  Everything 
was  taken  from  our  camp,  leaving  the  men  and  most  of  the  officers 
without  haversacks,  blankets,  or  shelter- tents.  At  8  p.  m.  the  regiment 
moved  forward  Avith  the  brigade  to  a  point  near  Strasburg  to  protect 
the  parties  that  were  sent  out  to  collect  the  property  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  in  his  hasty  retreat.  There  we  bivouacked  for  the  night  without 
fires,  the  men  suffering  severely  for  Avant  of  blankets  and  proper  clothing 
to  protect  them  from  the  excessive  cold.  On  the  following  morning  (20th) 
the  remainder  of  the  Second  Division  came  up,  and  Ave  Avent  into  camp 
about  one  mile  from  Strasburg. 

It  would  appear  invidious  to  mention  individual  cases  of  gallantry 
during  the  day,  when  all,  both  men  and  offi(‘.ers,  did  their  whole  duty. 
I  cannot  close,  however,  Avithout  referring  to  the  bravery  of  our  lamented 
Colonel  Wilds,  whoAvas  AA^ounded  soon  after  daylight,  and  died  NoA^em- 
ber  18.  In  him  we  lost  a  noble,  brave,  and  efficient  officer.  Captain 
Knott  and  Lieutenant  Kurtz  Avere  Avounded  and  captured,  but  both 
were  retaken  in  the  evening.  Captain  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Davis 
were  captured  in  the  morning  about  daylight. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  Avas:  Killed — enlisted  men,  7.  Wounded — 
officers,  6;  enlisted  men,  39.  Captured— officers,  2;  enlisted  men,  39. 
Total  casualties,  93,  a  list  of  Avhich  is  hereto  annexed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

ED.  WEIGHT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty -fourth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers. 

Col.  N.  B.  Baker, 

Adjutant- General  State  of  Iowa. 


No.  102. 

Lejwrts  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W.  Wilson.,  Tiventy -eighth  Iowa 
Infantry,  of  operations  September  19  and  22. 

Hdqrs.  Taventy-eighth  Ioava  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Near  Harrisonhur g,  Ya.,  September  26,  1864. 
Colonel:  In  compliance  Avith  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
submit  the  folloAving  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
engagement  near  Winchester,  Va.,  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1864: 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  I  broke  camp  near  Berry- 
ville,  Va.,  and  advanced  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  on  the  Winchester 
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pike.  After  crossing  tlie  Opeqnon  Ave  formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  regi¬ 
ment  occupying  tlie  extreme  left  of  the  brigade.  On  receiving  orders 
to  advance  I  immediately  moved  forAvard,  andAvas  soon  AA^armly  engag¬ 
ing  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade  of  onr  division  (being  in  advance) 
gaA’^e  AA^ay  and  were  pressed  back  through  our  lines,  yet  AYe  moved 
steadily  forward  for  about  fifty  yards  under  one  of  the  most  AAuthering 
fires  of  shot,  shell,  and  canister  I  have  ever  Avitnessed.  Here  I  Avas 
ordered  to  halt.  At  this  point  the  fighting  was  most  terrific,  yet,  1  am 
happy  to  say,  none  shoAved  a  disposition  to  either  flinch  from  duty  or 
fall  back.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  the  right  of  the  brigade, 
being  pressed  buck,  exposed  my  command  to  a  severe  flank  fire,  and  I 
Avas  forced  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  to  the  cover  of  the  timber, 
Avhere  we  rallied  and  drove  back  the  enemy,  Avho  Avere  in  tlie  act  of 
charging  one  of  our  batteries  (First  Alain e).  We  soon  charged  forAvard 
and  took  possession  of  our  former  position,  Avhere  Ave  remained  tlntil, 
our  ammunition  being  expended,  we  were  relieved  by  troops  from 
Crook’s  command.  We  then  obtained  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition 
and  pressed  forward  to  the  front  line  again,  Avhere  Ave  remained  until 
ordered  to  join  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  tlie  retreating  foe.  We  fol¬ 
lowed  them  beyond  Winchester.  Here,  night  OA^er taking  us,  we  lay 
doAvn  to  rest  and  dream  over  the  e\"ents  of  the  day. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  both  officers  and  men  Av^ho  stood 
boldly  forth  in  defense  of  the  old  hag  and  did  their  duty  so  nobly. 
Not  an  officer  hinched  nor  a  man  gave  back,  except  by  my  order.  I 
cannot  forbear  making  especial  mention  of  the  following  officers  for 
gallantry  on  the  field:  Capt.  J.  W.  Carr,  of  Company  C,  was  severely 
Avounded,  yet  he  continued  to  cheer  the  men  under  his  command  until 
borne  from  the  field.  Adjt.  Joseph  G.  Strong  was  Avounded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  engagement,  had  his  Avounds  dressed  on  the  field,  and 
refused  to  leave  the  same,  althougli  advised  to  do  so  by  surgeons,  but 
continued  to  rally  and  cheer  the  men  until  victory  Avas  ours.  He  is  a 
braA-e  and  fearless  officer  and  worthy  of  promotion.  First  Lieut.  D.  S. 
Dean,  of  Company  C,  Avas  Avounded,  and  told  his  oavu  son  not  to  leave 
the  ranks  to  assist  him  until  the  rebels  Avere  whipped,  and  he  did  not 
until  ordered  to  do  so  by  me. 

Casualties:  Killed,  12;  Avounded,  53;  missing,  22;  total,  87. 

With  many  respects,  1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  WILSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Col.  D.  Shunk, 

Eighth  Indiana  Infty.j  Comdg.  4th  Brig.j  2d  Div.^  19th  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-eighth  Ioava  Infantry  Volunteers, 

In  the  Fields  near  Ilarrisonburg,  Va.,  September  27\  1864. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  the  folloAving 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-eighth  loAva  in  the  battle  of 
Fisher’s  Hill,  Va.,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1804: 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  Ave  moved  foiAvard  a  short  distance 
toward  the  enemy,  Avho  Avere  strongly  intrenched  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  a 
naturally  strong  position,  a  short  distance  above  Strasburg.  Some 
considerable  maneuvering  was  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  but 
Ave  finally  got  a  position  and  were  ordered  to  fortify.  We  had  scarcely 
commenced  work  when  1  received  orders  to  report  with  my  regiment  to 
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General  Grover  for  special  duty.  On  reporting,  I  was  ordered  to  the 
front  line,  a  commanding  position  from  which  the  enemy’s  skirmishers 
had  just  been  driven.  As  a  battery  immediately  preceded  me,  I  sup¬ 
posed  that  I  was  there  as  nts  support.  I  soon  had  constructed  a  sort 
of  intrenchment,  a  protection  against  the  bullets  of  rebel  sharpshooters. 
Here  I  remained  until  about  4  p.  in.,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Grover  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty-second 
Iowa  and  to  i)roceed  as  far  as  practicable  toward  the  intrenched  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy.  We  steadily  advanced  toward  their  works  to  within 
about  300  yards,  when,  pouring  in  volley  after  volley  with  great 
rapidity,  the  enemy  seemed  to  waver,  whereupon  I  ordered  a  charge. 
With  a  prolonged  shout  we  went  after  them,  scaling  their  works,  driv¬ 
ing  them  in  confusion  before  us,  capturing  a  six-gun  battery,  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  After  following 
them  for  about  a  mile,  and  lieavy  lines  of  infantry  coming  up,  I  receiveil 
orders  to  return  for  the  knapsacks  of  my  regiment  which  had  been  left 
previous  to  making  the  charge. 

I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  either  officers  or  men;  all  deserve  praise; 
not  one  fiiiiched  or  tied,  when  it  seemed  as  though  we  were  charging 
into  the  very  jaws  of  deatli. 

My  loss  was  extremely  light;  I  lost  only  five  wounded  in  the  charge. 

With  respect,  I  hm,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  WILSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.  D.  Shunk, 

Eighth  Indiana  Infty.,  Coindg.  dth  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  19th  A.  C. 


No.  103. 

Report  of  Capt.  Albert  W.  Bradbury,  First  Maine  Battery,  of  ogyer- 
at  ions  September  19-26. 

Headquarters  First  Maine  Battery, 

In  the  Field,  near  Harrisonburg,  Ya.,  September  26,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follov/ing  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  recent  engagements  and  pursuit  from 
September  19  to  September  2G-: 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  marched  with  the  column  at  2  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th.  The  march  was  urged  rapidl^^  until  the  enemy 
was  discovered  in  position,  when  I  halted  under  cover  of  rolling  ground 
and  awaited  orders  for  the  general  advance.  I  had  no  part  in  the 
engagement  until  it  became  general,  which  was  late  in  the  forenoon, 
when  the  line  of  battle  passed  through  the  first  piece  of  woods  which 
separated  us  from  the  enemy’s  line  and  which  was  being  held  by  our 
skirmishers  under  a  brisk  fire.  I  then  advanced  through  the  wood, 
moving  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  until  the  opening  was  reached 
on  the  Other  side,  wTiere  I  brought  four  pieces  into  position  upon  the 
left  of  the  road  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  line,  which  could  be 
seen  about  800  yards  distant,  lining  the  edge  of  the  opposite  wood. 
These  two  sections  were  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Morton  and  Snow. 
Our  troops  were  now  heavily  pressed  upon  the  right  of  my  position,  and 
1  moved  down  a  section  under  Lieutenant  Sanborn  to  help  sustain  that 
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portion  of  the  line.  I  had  scarcely  .i^ot  in  battery  upon  the  edge  of  the 
woods  Avhen  tlie  line  in  front  of  me  gave  Avay  and  I  was  left  without 
any  infantry  in  my  front.  Only  one  thing  remained  to  be  done.  The 
troops  must  have  time  to  reform,  and  I  Avas  Ordered  into  the  ga^A  AAdiicli 
they  had  left.  The  section  galloped  into  ])osition  immediately,  and 
opened  a  most  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  line  and  upon  a  bat¬ 
tery  which  he  had  just  xAlanted  directly  in  our  front.  This  section  was 
now  under  heavy  fire  from  sharpshooters,  from  the  battery  in  front, 
and  from  an  enfilading  battery  upon  the  right,  which  was  concealed  by 
a  piece  of  woods.  The  lieutenant  commanding  the  section  was  Avounded 
quite  early  and  carried  from  the  field.  But  afiairs  did  not  long  remain 
in  this  condition.  The  infantry  had  reformed  and  charged  most  gal¬ 
lantly.  The  enemy  fled  after  a  most  obstinate  resistance,  and  the  bat¬ 
tery,  after  firing  its  last  round  of  ammunition,  retired  to  procure  a  fresh 
supply.  It  is  xAroper  for  me  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  AA'hen  the 
line  of  infantry  broke,  all  my  caissons,  Avhich  had  been  Avithin  easy  dis¬ 
tance,  were  ordered  to  the  rear  by  the  corj)S  chief  of  artillery,  and  some 
f}elay  Avas  consequent  in  obtaining  ammunition.  The  portion  of  the 
battery  upon  the  left  of  the  road  had  been  engaged  and  under  a  heavy 
fire  throughout.  As  soon  as  ammunition  arrived.  Lieutenant  Snow’s 
section  was  thrown  out  to  where  Captain  Taft  had  pla(;ed  a  section  in 
adA  ance  of  our  former  position  upon  the  right.  As  our  line  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  advance  steadily,  the  re])ulse  of  tlie  enemy  now  became  a 
rout,  and  I  pursued  Avith  the  infantry  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  Avould  xAermit,  coming  in  battery  at  every  aAmilable  point  and 
shelling  the  enemy  whenever  it  Avas  possible  to  do  so.  Fatigued  with 
success  and  tired  in  pursuit,  we  gladly  aAmiled  ourseh^es  of  the  order 
to  bivouac  for  the  night  near  Winchester. 

On  the  20th  we  marched  from  Winchester  to  Strasburg  without  being 
engaged.  N'othing  of  importance  occuia  ed,  and  uxAon  the  21st  I  made 
some  experimental  firing  from  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the  pike  before 
Strasburg  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  with  no  results.  On  the  22d,  it 
haAnng  been  decided  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  Strasburg  xAositiou,  my 
battery  was  placed  in  xAosition  uxaoii  the  line  of  Colonel  Molineux’s  bri¬ 
gade,  two  pieces  upon  the  first  line,  two  u]Aon  the  second,  and  tAvo  u^Aon 
the  high  ground  just  in  rear  of  the  second  line.  The  only  firing  Avas 
done  uxAon  the  first  line.  Tliroughout  tiie  early  lAart  of  the  day  the 
firing  was  desultory  and  directed  maiidy  upon  the  enemy’s  skirmish 
line,  which  was  at  times  very  annoying.  At  12.30  ja.  m.,  a  general 
advance  having  been  ordered  along  the  line,  a  vigorous  shelling  com¬ 
menced  and  continued  tor  half  an  hour,  AAdien  the  line  advanced.  As 
u])on  the  19th,  the  enemy  Avas  routed,  and  the  jAursuit  Avas  kept  u^a 
until  the  morning  of  the  23d,*  when  Ave  rested  at  Woodstock.  At  12  m. 
marched  from  Woodstock  and  encamped  for  tlie  night  near  Edenburg. 
On  the  24th  tlie  column  moved  at  7  a.  m.  and  encamped  for  the  night 
beyond  NeAv  Market.  Though  the  enemy’s  rear  was  closely  pressed, 
my  command  took  no  active  part  in  the  engagement.  On  the  2oth  Ave 
marched  to  Harrisonburg,  where  Ave  are  still  in  camx>. 

Where  all  my  subaltern  officers  behaved  so  admirably,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  discriminate  between  them.  Lieutenant  Sanborn’s  jAosition 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  trying,  and  he  was  AAriunded  Avhile  gallantly 
working  his  guns  under  the  most  terrific  fire  of  the  day;  1  am  hajApy 
to  be  able  to  state  that  his  wound  is  not  dangerous.  My  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  men  cannot  be  too  highly  xmiised  for  their  steadiness 
and  valor.  I  desire  also  to  inention  Captain  Bigby,  Twenty-fourth 
Iowa,  who  retired  slowly  and  with  great  coolness  amid  much  confusion, 
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and  halted  liis  men  at  my  guns  with  a  cheer.  Ux)on  this  nucleus  many 
men  were  induced  to  halt  and  reform  who  might  otherwise  have  been 
still  more  demoralized. 

My  casualties  were  2  men  killed  and  1  officer  and  C  men  wounded. 
I  lost  5  horses  killed  and  3  disabled  by  wounds. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  BRADBUEY, 
Captcmij  First  Maine  Battery. 

Capt.  E.  D.  Haley, 

Commandiny  First  Maine  Battery. 


No.  104. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  John  8.  8noii\  First  Maine  Battery^  of  operations 

Octoher  19. 

Camp  First  Maine  Battery, 

Near  Cedar  Creelc^  Va.,  October  28^  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant: 

Tlie  battery  was  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  pike  between  the  First 
and  Tliird  Brigades,  of  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  in 
the  front  line.  The  battery  was  harnessed  and  hitched  up  agreeable  to 
orders  at  4  a.  m.,  the  cannoneers  at  their  iiosts.  When  the  enemy  at¬ 
tacked  the  Eighth  Corps,  in  i)osition  on  our  left  and  front,  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  tell  whether  the  enemy  had  driven  them  from  their  works  or  not, 
by  reason  of  the  dense  fog  and  smoke.  The  battery  did  not  oxien  fire  until 
the  enemy  was  discovered  approaching  the  left  of  our  line  and  descend¬ 
ing  the  hill  toward  the  pike  in  the  rear  of  the  original  position  of  the 
Eighth  Corps,  wlien  the  two  sections  on  the  left  of  the  battery  (com¬ 
manded  by  Ijieutenant  Morton  and  First  Sergeant  Grimes)  fired  rapidly, 
using  case-shot.  At  about  the  same  tiiiie  the  enemy  o])eued  with  a 
four- gun  battery  on  our  right  and  front,  completely  enfilading  our  posi¬ 
tion,  several  of  their  shells  bursting  between  the  guns  of  the  battery. 
Soon  after  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  on  our  left  and  rear,  taking 
position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  left  and  running  parallel  with 
the  pike,  Avhen  one  section  (Ijieutenant  Morton  commanding)  was 
ordered  by  Major  Bradbury,  chief  of  artillery.  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
to  the  left  and  rear  to  check  their  advance.  This  section  went  into 
position  and  opened  fire  at  short  range,  firing  directly  across  the  pike. 
This  section  was  without  any  infantry  su])port,  and  when  the  enemy 
made  the  charge  to  gain  possession  of  the  ])ike  they  captured  one 
piece,  with  the  drivers,  severely  wounding  Lieutenant  Morton  and 
Sergeant  Mooney.  The  other  four  guns  were  still  in  position  on  the 
hill,  firing  at  a  column  of  the  enemy  crossing  the  bridge  and  advanc- 
ing  jap  the  pike,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  the  enemy  had  got 
possession  of  the  left  of  our  works  and  were  charging  our  position  on 
the  hill,  when  Major  Sizer,  of  General  Emory’s  staff,  ordered  the  battery 
to  fall  back.  In  retreating,  the  battery  was  subjected  to  a  severe  fire 
from  the  enemy  until  it  had  passed  General  Sheridan’s  headipiarters. 
The  infantry  had  moved  off  previous  to’ the  battery  leaving  the  hill. 
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One  piece  and  one  caisson  was  abandoned  near  the  headquarters  of 
Colonel  Molinenx,  by  reason  of  tlie  horses  and  drivers  being  shot. 
One  piece  was  abandoned  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Second  Divis¬ 
ion  for  the  same  reason.  The  drivers  of  the  caissons,  when  ordered  to 
the  rear  previous  to  the  guns  leaving,  mistook  the  order  and  attempted 
to  go  to  the  riglit  of  General  Sheridan’s  headquarters  instead  o^f  the 
left  as  ordered,  and  were  captured  in  endeavoring  to  get  to  the 'pike. 
The  battery  returned  with  the  infantry  and  took  i)ositioii  on  the  left  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  line,  when  it  was  ordered  to  the  left  and  rear,  taking 
imsition  on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  when  the  line*was  again  reformed  still  farther 
to  the  left  and  rear.  I  was  ordered  by  the  chief  of  artillery  to  the  rear 
of  the  line  and  to  hold  the  battery  in  readiness  for  action  and  to  ad¬ 
vance  with  the  infantry.  When  our  lines  advanced  in  the  afternoon,  I 
followed  with  the  battery  closely,  but  was  not  engaged.  When  we  had 
regained  our  x:)osition  of  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  my  old  position 
on  the  hill  between  the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  battery  marched  to  Strasburg  and 
went  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  x)ike.  On  the  21st  returned  to  Cedar 
Creek  and  resumed  our  old  position.  Lieutenant  Haley,  commanding 
the  battery,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh  early  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  but  gallantly  remained  on  the  held  until  the  retreat  was  ordered, 
and  got  safely  off  the  held  with  much  difficulty  and  is  now  in  hospital 
at  Sandy  Hook.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  his  wound  is  doing  well  and 
that  he  will  soon  rejoin  his  command. 

Lieutenant  Morton,  after  being  wounded  in  the  arm  and  leg,  was 
being  led  from  the  held,  when  he  was  wounded  again  in  the  bowels 
and  died  immediately.  I  wish  I  could  express  my  admiration  for  his 
many  noble  qualities  and  my  sorrow  at  his  loss.  In  him  the  service 
has  lost  one  of  its  bravest  and  best  officers  and  his  brother  officers  a 
genial  comj)anion. 

I  desire  to  mention  First  Sergeant  Grimes,  Sergeant  Oliver,  and 
Corporals  Carr  and  McNamara  for  conspicuous  gallantry  on  the  held. 
First  Sergeant  Grimes,  in  command  of  a  section,  remained  on  the  hill, 
cheering  his  men  until  the  last  piece  was  withdrawn.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  he  has  since  been  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant.  Ser¬ 
geant  Oliver,  chief  of  piece,  behaved  gallantly;  was  twice  inside  the 
enemy’s  line  and  escaped.  Cor])oral  Carr,  in  command  of  a  ihece  in 
Lieutenant  Morton’s  section,  got  his  piece  safely  off*  under  a  terrihc 
hre  and  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Corimral  McNamara,  after  his 
own  piece  was  safe,  rendered  great  assistance  in  securing  the  remain¬ 
ing  pieces. 

In  closiug  my  report  I  desire  to  state  that  I  was  not  aware  of  being- 
in  commaud  of  the  battery  by  reason  of  Lieutenants  Haley  and  Mor¬ 
ton  (both  my  seniors)  having  been  wounded  until  I  had  taken  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps  line. 

My  casualties  were  1  officer  and  2  men  killed,  1  officer  and  1(1  men 
wounded,  and  8  men  taken  prisoners.  I  also  lost  40  horses  killed  in 
harness. 

JOHN  S.  SNOW, 

Second  Lieutenant^  First  Maine  Battery^  Conimandiny  Battery, 

Capt.  E.  D.  Haley. 
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Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crool',  TJ.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Army  of 

West  Virginia.,  of  operations  August  lO-Sepiemher  28^  September  19 

and  22^  and  October  13  and  19. 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Near  Cedar  Creel',  Va.,  October  16,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  from  the  10th  of  August,  1804, 
wlien  we  broke  camp  near  Key’s  Ferry,  up  to  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
September  11),  1804 : 

During  the  march  from  Key’s  Ferry  to  Cedar  Creek  and  return  to 
Charlestown,  the  only  incidents  worthy  of  note  occurring  were  the 
following  skirmishes :  The  day  of  our  arrival  at  Cedar  Creek  a  part  of 
Colonel  Thoburn’s  division  (First  Infantry)  had  a  slight  skirmish  with 
the  enemy,  driving  those  still  remaining  on  the  north  bank  of  the  creek 
to  the  other  side.  On  the  14th  after  a  slight  skirmish  our  line  was 
advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill  overlooking  Strasburg.  The  following 
day,  August  15,  the  enemy  advanced  a  brigade  and  attempted  to  drive 
in  our  skirmish  line,  but  were  finally  repulsed  by  a  portion  of  Colonel 
Duval’s  division  (Second  Infantry),  in  connection  with  some  troops  from 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  Our  loss  upon  these  occasions  was  6  killed 
and  30  wounded. 

In  the  skirmish  at  Charlestown,  August  21,  my  command  was  but 
little  engaged  and  the  loss  was  very  slight. 

While  lying  in  position  near  Halltown,  three  regiments  from  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division,  under  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  R.  B.  Hayes,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
made  a  reconnaissance  on  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  line,  driving  in  his 
])ickets,  capturing  some  twenty  prisoners,  and  killing  and  wounding 
about  the  same  number.  Our  casualties  were  3  slightly  wounded. 
Again,  on  the  24th,  three  regiments  Ifom  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Infantry  Division,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Col.  D.  D.  John¬ 
son,  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  made  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
enemy’s  right,  while  two  regiments  from  Colonel  Thoburn’s  division 
made  a  feint  in  my  front.  This  Avas  also  successful,  the  enemy  being 
driven  Avithin  his  main  line  aa  ith  the  loss  of  some  prisoners  in  addition  to 
his  killed  and  wounded.  We  lost  30  wounded.  August  26,  still  another 
reconnaissance  was  made  on  the  enemy’s  right  by  the  whole  of  the 
Second  Infantry  Division.  One  brigade  from.Colonel  Thoburn’s  divis¬ 
ion  AA^as  sent  out  at  the  same  time  in  front,  making  a  feint  of  attack 
in  that  direction.  The  enemy’s  skirmish  line  Avas  broken  through,  and 
two  brigades  in  position  behind  a  line  of  Avorks  made  of  rails,  logs,  and 
earth,  were  comi)letely  routed.  With  the  aid  of  Colonel  LoAvell’s  bri¬ 
gade  of  cavalry  ninety-five  prisoners  were  captured.  In  this  afiair  our 
loss  was  17  killed,  124  Avounded,  and  1  missing.  The  enemy’s  loss  Avas 
seA^ere,  11  of  his  dead  being  left  on  the  field.  Col.  I.  H.  DuA^al,  Ninth 
West  Virginia  Infimtry,  commanding  Second  Infantry  Division,  de¬ 
serves  particular  mention  for  the  creditable  manner  in  A\diich  these 
reconnaissances  Avere  conducted,  they  having  all  been  made  under  his 
personal  supervision. 

September  3,  my  command  marched  from  Halltown  to  Berryville, 
and  went  into  camp  near  the  latter  place  toward  evening.  About  an 
hour  before  sunset  the  enemy  aauis  reported  to  be  advancing,  and  driv¬ 
ing  in  the  pickets  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike.  I  at  once 
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placed  Colonel  Tliobiirn’s  division  in  i^osition  on  this  pike  with  the 
greater  portion  of  his  coniniand  to  the  right  of  it.  Colonel  DnvaPs 
division  was  coming  up  to  go  into  position  on  the  left  of  Colonel 
ThobnriPs,  when  the  enemy  made  a  fnrions  charge  on  the  latter,  driv¬ 
ing  his  two  or  three  left  regiments  in  great  disorder,  and  compelling 
me  to  use  Colonel  Duval’s  division  to  check  and  drive  him  back  and 
retake  the  position  lost  by  these  regiments.  Could  I  have  placed  the 
Second  Division — Colonel  Duval’s — on  the  left,  as  originally  intended, 
so  as  to  have  come  on  the  enemy’s  right  flank,  the  movement  would 
unquestionably  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  attacking 
force — Kershaw’s  division.  Some  fifty-nine  prisoners  were  captured 
from  the  enemy  in  this  engagement.  Our  loss  was  23  killed,  124 
wounded,  and  19  missing.  The  enemy’s  loss  must  have  been  much 
greater,  since  our  men  wxre  posted  behind  stone  walls  and  the  enemy 
had  to  advance  to  the  attack  over  an  open  country.  After  dark  1 
went  into  camp  in  the  old  position. 

The  following  morning,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the 
major-general  commanding,  I  fell  back  to  Clifton  and  took  up  my 
position  wuth  the  rest  of  the  army,  being  placed  on  the  left  of  the  line. 
September  8,  moved  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major- 
General  Sheridan,  to  Summit  Point,  where  we  were  encamped  until  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  September. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Middle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Near  Cedar  Creek.,  Va.,  Oetoher  17,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  in  the  engagement  of  the 
19th  of  September,  1864,  between  Opequon  Creek  and  Winchester,  Va. : 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Maj. 
Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding  Aliddle  Military  Division,  I  left  camp 
at  Summit  Point  at  daylight,  marched  across  the  country  to  the  point 
where  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  crosses  the  Opequon,  and 
there  halted  my  command  and  held  it  in  reserve.  At  about  12  m.  I 
received  orders  to  move  my  troops  forward  to  the  battle-field,  which  was 
some  two  miles  in  advance  of  the  creek.  The  road  to  be  i)assed  over  led 
through  a  narrow  defile,  whose  sides  were  covered  with  a  dense  under¬ 
growth  of  pine,  rendering  it  very  difficult  to  move  along,  except  on  the 
pike,  and  that  was  so  blockaded  by  ammunition  wagons,  battery 
wagons,  forges,  ambulances,  and  stragglers  going  to  the  rear  that  the 
l)rogress  of  the  infantry  was  greatly  impeded  and  the  artillery  was 
unable  to  come  up  for  an  hour  after,  having  been  compelled  to  halt  at 
almost  every  step  by  the  press  in  the  road.  1  was  instructed  by  Gcm- 
eral  Sheridan  to  jdac'e  my  command  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  and  to  look  out  for  our  right,  as  tlie  enemy  wais  reported 
to  be  moving  in  that  direction.  I  directed  Col.  J.  Thoburn,  (iommand- 
ing  First  Infantry  Division,  to  take  post  nearly  on  the  i)rolongation  of 
the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  which  was  op])osite  the  extreme  left 
of  the  enemy.  Col.  I.  H.  Duval,  commanding  Second  infantry  Divis¬ 
ion,  was  ])Osted  still  farther  to  the  right,  for  the  jairpose  of  swinging 
around  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Duval’s  right  in  thus 
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swinging  around  came  in  siglit  of  tlie  skinnisliers,  and  finally  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  main  body  of  General  Torbert’s  cavalry,  sweeping  down  on 
the  enemy  and  protecting  my  right  fiank.  Just  before  Colonel  Duval’s 
division  got  fairly  around  Colonel  Thoburn’s  division  made  a  charge, 
driving  the  enemy’s  right  back  in  confusion  to  their  final  position. 
Colonel  Duval,  after  getting  squarely  around,  charged  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  found  him  strongly  posted  l)ehind  a  stone  wall  with  his  left 
flank  resting  on  an  almost  imx:>assable  inorass,  named  Eed  Bud  Bun, 
wdiich  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  cross.  The  rough  and  uneven 
ground,  the  tangled  thickets  on  the  banks  of  this  slough,  and  the  great 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  men  in  crossing,  as  it  was  very  deep  and 
miry  in  places,  broke  the  lines  completely  and  mingled  the  men  of  the 
different  regiments  and  brigades  into  one  great  throng.  Without 
halting  to  form  after  having  crossed  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Second 
Division  united  with  those  of  the  First,  who  had  now  closed  in,  sending 
many  prisoners  to  the  rear,  and  the  whole  command,  cheering  as  they 
went,  rushed  on  heedless  of  the  destructive  fire  of  shot,  shell,  canis¬ 
ter,  and  musketry  that  thinned  their  ranks,  and  which  would  have 
driven  back  in  disorder  troops  less  determined,  all  seemingly  intent  bn 
one  grand  object,  the  total  and  complete  rout  of  the  enemy.  In  this 
they  were  successful,  as  the  enemy  gave  way  in  great  confusion  before 
their  determined  assaults,  and  but  for  the  morass  impeding  their  pro¬ 
gress  the  Second  Division  would  have  captured  many  more  prisoners 
in  this  charge.  The  enemy  left  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  our  hands 
Avhen  he  fled,  being  so  closely  pressed  that  he  could  not  take  them  off‘. 
To  have  halted  to  attempt  to  reform  my  lines  while  charging  would 
have  been  madness,  as  it  would  only  have  given  the  enemy  time  to 
reform  and  enabled  him  to  retire  in  good  order,  thus  preventing  his 
perfect  rout.  Knowing  this  fact  officers  and  men  were  urged  forw^ard 
as  rapidly  as  it  was  possible  for  them  to  pursue  the  flying  foe,  giving 
him  no  opportunity  to  halt  his  broken  ranks  to  check  our  victorious 
advance.  During  this  confusion  of  the  enemy  General  Torbert’s  cav¬ 
alry  made  several  gallant  charges  into  their  midst,  greatly  adding  to 
their  confusion  and  panic.  The  general  direction  of  my  line  was  on 
the  enemy’s  left  flank  and  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps.  Duitng  the  latter  part  of  the  charge  there  was  a  succession 
of  stone  fences  running  parallel  to  my  lines,  behind  which  some  of  the 
flying  enemy  took  refuge,  pouring  a  destructive  fire  into  my  ranks.  On 
riding  to  the  Nineteenth  Corps  to  request  them  to  enfilade  these  fences 
I  found  Brigadier-General  Upton,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  on  my  left,  making 
a  most  gallant  charge  with  his  brigade  against  the  enemy  thus  posted, 
although  having  been  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight  since  its  commence¬ 
ment  in  the  morning.  Finally  the  enemy  fled  from  these  fences,  pur¬ 
sued  through  the  town  of  Winchester  by  my  command,  which  was  the 
first  to  enter  the  city.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up  as  far  as  Milltown, 
two  miles  south  of  Winchester  on  the  Strasburg  pike,  where  we  went 
into  camp  just  after  dark. 

I  can  form  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  my 
troops,  as  a  great  many  of  them  Avere  turned  over  without  receipts  being 
taken,  while  numbers  Avere  passed  to  the  rear  Avithout  guards,  the  men 
knoAving  that  they  coidd  not  make  their  escape,  as  some  one  would 
pick  them  up. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  Col.  Joseph  Thoburn,  First  West 
Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  First  Infantry  Division,  and  Col.  I.  H. 
Duval,  Ninth  West  Virginia  Infiintry,  commanding  Second  Infantry 
Division,  for  their  bravery  in  action,  coolness  under  fire,  and  the  skill- 
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fill  manner  in  wliicli  tliey  liandled  tlieir  divisions.  I  regret  to  report 
that  the  latter  officer  was  painfully^  but  not  dangerously,  wounded  dur¬ 
ing  tliG^  engagement,  hut  did  not  leave  the  field  until  after  the  battle 
was  over  and  the  victory  won. 

For  the  manner  in  which  brigade  commanders  and  other  officers 
deserving  particular  mention  did  their  duty,  as  they  did  not  come 
under  my  special  notice,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accom¬ 
panying  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders. 

To  my  whole  command,  officers  and  men,  I  desire  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty,  all 
seeming  to  vie  with  each  other  in  acts  of  gallantry,  and  to  strive  to  be 
foremost  in  the  assaults  upon  the  enemy. 

From  the  following  officers  of  my  staff,  who  were  present  upon  the 
field  of  battle  and  amidst  the  thickest  of  the  fight  cheered  the  men 
onward  and  encouraged  them  by  example  to  do  their  whole  duty,  I 
received  invaluable  assistance:  Lieut.  Ool.  W.  0.  Starr,  Maj.  E.  W. 
Stephejis,  Capt.  W.  H.  Douglas,  Capt.  H.  A.  Du  Pont,  Capt.  P.  G. 
Bier,  Capt.  H.  0.  Oherrington,  Capt.  William  McKinley,  Lieut.  J.  K. 
Patton,  Lieut.  B.  H.  Moore,  Lieut.  M.  Watkins,  and  Lieut.  C.  S. 
Boberts. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  97  killed,  687  wounded,  and  7 
missing.* 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOBGE  CIJOOK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Aliddle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

War  Cedar  Creek^  Fa.,  October  18, 1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill, 
September  22,  1864: 

On  the  morning  of  the  battle  I  was  ordered  to  conduct  my  command 
under  cover  to  a  point  near  the  North  Mountain,  and  close  to  the 
enemy’s  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  his  left  flank.  This  iioint  was 
near  the  right  of  the  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  About  2  p.  m.  I  received 
instructions  to  move  my  troops,  still  unobserved,  to  the  eastern  slope 
of  North  Mountain,  and  to  pass  around  the  enemy’s  extreme  left  and 
get  on  Ids  flank  and  rear  and  drive  him  from  his  works.  I  arrived 
at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  unseen  by  the  enemy,  by  marching  in 
ravines  and  through  woods.  Tliere  1  formed  my  command  in  two  col¬ 
umns,  parallel  to  each  other,  and  marched  them  by  the  right  flank  along 
the  side  of  the  mountain  under  (*over  of  the  woods,  until  more  than 
half  of  the  command  had  passed  in  rear  of  the  enemy’s  works,  when  I 
had  them  faced  by  the  left  flank,  forming  two  parallel  lines  of  battle, 
the  Second  Division  being  on  the  right  and  the  First  Division  on  the 
left,  and  in  this  way  1  moved  down  the  mountain  side.  We  had  encoun¬ 
tered  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  some  200  yards  before  facing  by 
the  left  flank,  or  our  presence  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  Avould  not 
have  been  known  to  them.  As  soon  as  we  Avere  discovered  they  opened 
on  the  woods  Avith  artillery,  doing  but  little  exe(*ution,  howevei*. 
When  Avithin  about  half  a  mile  of  their  batteries  the  charge  began  Avith  a 
shout.  The  interAnning  ground  between  us  and  the  open  country  was 
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covered  witli  rocks,  ui)derbrusli,  and  almost  impenetrable  cedar  thick¬ 
ets,  and  intersected  and  broken  by  nnmeroiis  ravines,  so  that  by  the 
time  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  and  emerged  frpm  tlie 
woods  our  lines  were  completely  broken,  but,  without  halting  to  reform, 
with  cheer  upon  cheer  the  charge  was  continued  for  a  distance  of  four 
miles,  up  hill  and  down  hill,  across  fields  and  through  woods,  after  the 
disordered  and  rapidly  retreating  foe.  On  a  prominent  ridge,  about  one 
mile  from  the  base  of  the  mountain,  whei’e  one  of  their  main  batteries 
was  posted,  the  enemy  made  his  most  stubborn  stand.  Gallantly 
charging  with  irresistible  impetuosity,  my  men  soon  drove  them  pell- 
mell  from  their  position,  when,  abandoning  their  artillery  and  throwing 
away  their  small-arms  and  other  incumbrances  all  along  their  lines, 
they  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion  and  dismay.  Here  we  were  joined 
by  part  of  General  Eicketts’  division,  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  two 
commands  uniting  followed  the  enemy  until  darkness  closed  the  pur¬ 
suit,  some  two  miles  beyond  their  Avorks.  I  did  not  permit  any  of  my 
men  to  remain  with  the  artillery,  from  which  we  had  driven  the  enemy 
in  our  advance,  so  as  to  get  credit  for  its  capture,  as  I  needed  every 
man  at  the  front  to  make  the  rout  of  the  enemy  as  total  and  complete 
as  lAossible,  and  not  at  the  rear  to  guard  captured  guns. 

The  success  of  my  command  in  this  engagement,  as  well  as  at  the 
battle  of  Winchester,  was  mainly  owing  to  the  indiviclual  bravery  of  the 
officers  and  men,  who  are  entitled  to  great  credit.  Special  praise  is 
due  Col.  Joseph  Thoburn,  First  West  Virginia  Infiintry,  commanding 
First  Division,  and  Col.  E.  B.  Hayes,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  commanding  Second  Division,  for  their  coolness  and  gallant 
conduct,  being  always  in  the  front  line  directing  the  movements  of  their 
men ;  also  to  Surg.  J.  T.  Webb,  TAventy-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
who,  not  huAung  a  sufficient  number  of  wounded  to  attend  to,  was  con¬ 
spicuous  at  the  front  cheering  on  the  men.  Those  individual  acts  of 
bravery  that  did  not  come  under  my  immediate  notice,  but  which  are 
mentioned  by  my  subordinates,  I  most  cheerfully  indorse.  To  the 
color  bearers  of  regiments  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  example  they  set 
their  fellow  soldiers,  both  in  this  action  and  at  Winchester  on  the  Iflth, 
as  the  Stars  and  Stripes  in  their  hands  were  eA^er  to  be  seen  AvaAung  close 
upon  the  rear  of  the  retreating  enemy  and  in  the  first  line  of  our 
advancing  forces. 

I  am  personally  indebted  to  my  staff — Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Starr  j  Maj. 
E.  W.  Stephens,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 
assistant  adjutant- general;  Capt.  William  McKinley,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  H.  C.  Cherrington,  provost-marshal;  Lieut.  J. 
N,  Patton,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  B.  H.  Moore,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  M. 
Watkins,  acting  ordnance  oflicer,  and  Lieut.  C.  S.  Eoberts,  assistant  com¬ 
missary  of  musters — for  their  assistance  to  me  on  the  field  by  carrying 
orders  and  for  cheering  the  men  forward  during  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  and  to  Surg.  J.  M.  Leete,  medical  director,  and  Capt.  John  E. 
(haig,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  their  attention  in  getting  the 
AAmunded  off  tlK3  field. 

The  loss  of  my  command  in  this  engagement  was  8  killed,  153 
AAmunded,  and  1  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  Auuy  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEOEGE  CEOOK, 

•  Brevet  Major-General. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjiitant-Generalj  Middle  Military  Division. 
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Headquaiiteks  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

October  30^  180-1. 

Colonel:  I  liaAC  the  honor  liereArith  to  inclose  Col.  T.  M.  hlarris’ 
report  of  the  reconnaissance  made  on  the  lotii  instant  by  two  brigades 
of  the  First  Infantry  Division  of  tlie  Army  of  West  Virginia,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  late  Colonel  Thoburn,  in  the  vicinity  of  8tra.sburg.'* 
Tlie  report  of  Colonel  Harris  embraces  all  the  points  that  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan  did  not  i)ersonally  Avitness.  I  regret  to  report  the  loss 
of  Col.  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  AAdio  fell  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  In  him  the  service 
lost  a  most  gallant  soldier  and  an  estimable  gentleman.  Our  loss  Avas 
as  folloAvs:  22  killed,  110  wounded,  and  77  missing;  total,  209. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  CBOOK, 

Major-  General. 

Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  /Staff. 


Headc^uarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creel:.,  In.,  Kovemher  7,  1801. 

Colonel  :  I  luwe  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
ultimo  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  my  command,  OAving  to  the 
heavy  details  made  from  it,  did  not  number  over  4,000  bayonets  pres¬ 
ent.  The  First  Division,  Col.  Joseph  Thoburn  commanding,  and  Bat¬ 
teries  B,  Fifth  United  States,  and  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  were 
encamped  farther  down  Cedar  Creek,  and  about  one  mile  from  the  left 
of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  on  a  high  ridge  overlooking  Cedar  Creek  and 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Strasburg,  A\dth  the  right  resting  close  to 
and  fronting  down  the  creek.  The  general  bearing  of  this  ridge  was  an 
irregular  crescent,  running  to  the  rear  of  and  about  half  a  mile  distant 
from  the  lett  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery, 
Avas  occupying  the  works  above  the  bridge  across  the  creek,  while  the 
Second  Division,  Col.  B.  B.  Hayes  commanding,  was  held  in  reserve 
and  encamped  about  a  (piarter  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps.  My  pickets  Avere  at  the  usual  distance  from  camp,  and 
connecting  Avith  those  of  the  other  commands.  The  Avorks  in  front  of 
the  First  Division  were  being  extended  on  this  ridge  opposite  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division,  to  be  used  by  other  troops  in  case  of  an  emergency,  as  I 
had  not  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  man  them.  Subsequent  investi¬ 
gation  goes  to  show  that  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy  some  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  preAdous  crossed  tlie  Shenandoah  Rwer  beloAV  the  mouth 
of  Cedar  Creek  and  massed  just  outside  of  my  pickets.  At  about  4.30 
a.  m.  another  force  of  the  enemy  crossed  the  creek  in  front  of  the  Fii  st 
Division,  and  soon  after  the  enemy  came  rushing  in  solid  lines  of  bat¬ 
tle,  without  skirmishers,  on  my  pickets,  coming  to  the  aa  or ks  Avith  those 
of  the  pickets  tliey  had  not  captured,  in  overAvhelmiug  numbers,  entered 
that  portion  of  the  Avorks  not  occupied  by  our  troops,  and  soon  Avere  on 
the  hanks  and  in  the  rear  of  the  First  Division  and  the  two  batteries, 
compelling  them  either  to  retreat  or  be  cai)tured.  The  ground  to  be 
passed  over  was  one  succession  of  hills  and  ravines,  so  that  it  was  im¬ 
possible  for  troops  to  make  a  rapid  retreat  in  anything  like  good  order. 
In  the  meantime  the  Second  Division  Avas  formed  on  a  ridge  parallel  to 
and  facing  from  the  pike,  Avith  its  right  nearly  opposite  to  the  left  ot  the 
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Nineteenth  Corps.  One  brigade  of  the  hitter  was  phiced  in  position 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  this  division  and  on  its  extreme  right;  on  the  left 
of  the  Second  Division  was  formed  Colonel  Kitching’s  command.  The 
enemy  attacking  this  line  in  front  was  at  the  same  time  turning  the  left 
flank  of  Colonel  Kitching’s  command.  Tiiis  command  commenced  falling 
back,  when  the  whole  line  apparently  took  it  up  in  a  good  deal  of  disorder. 
In  every  regiment,  however,  a  considerable  number  of  men  contested 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  so  delayed  him  until  the  army  head¬ 
quarters  and  other  wagons  were  enabled  to  get  oft  safely.  Battery  L, 
First  Ohio  Artillery,  remained  in  position  until  compelled  to  retire, 
doing  good  execution  in  its  retreat.  The  dense  smoke  which  enveloi)ed 
everywhere  tended  greatly  to  create  the  general  confusion  that  pre¬ 
vailed.  After  my  command  was  reformed.  General  Sheridan  xilaced  it 
on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  to  be  held  in  reserve.  After  the  general 
advance  was  made  1  followed  after,  overtaking  the  other  commands 
before  they  reached  Cedar  Creek.  Ca^it.  H.  A.  Du  Pont,  with  Battery 
B,  Fifth  United  States,* and  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  galloped 
forward  to  the  skirmish  line  and  did  most  admirable  execution.  (See 
Captain  Du  Pout’s  report.*)  The  command  camxied  for  the  night  on  the 
grounds  occupied  before.  As  the  dense  fog  which  prevailed  shut  from 
view  the  operations  of  most  of  the  army,  I  res])ectfully  refer  you  to  the 
inclosed  reports  of  my  subaltern  commanders  for  further  details  of  this 
army’s  operations. 

My  loss  was  as  follows : 


Seven  pieces  of  artillery,  10  caissons,  2  battery  wagons,  l  forge,  4  army  wagons,  ami  2  ambulances. 


I  am  specially  indebted  to  my  division  and  other  commanders  and  to 
the  members  of  my  staft*  for  valuable  services  rendered  on  that  day. 
Captain  DuPont,  chief  of  artillery,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  bat¬ 
teries  are  deserving  of  ])articular  mention  for  their  conspicuous  gal¬ 
lantry  and  the  valuable  services  rendered  that  day. 

I  am  xiained  to  report  the  death  of  Col.  Joseph  Thoburn,  command¬ 
ing  First  Division,  and  Capt.  Philixi  G.  Bier,  assistant  adjutant-general 
on  my  staff.  Both  fell  mortally  wounded  while  rallying  the  men. 
Brave,  efficient,  and  ever  consiiicuous  for  their  gallantry  on  the  field 
of  battle,  in  them  the  country  sustained  a  loss  not  easily  rejiaired. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  valu¬ 
able  officers  who  fell  on  that  day,  as  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  my 
subaltern  commanders.  Col.  B.  B.  Hayes  had  his  horse  shot  under  him 
and  was  slightly  injured. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  CEOOK, 

Major-General. 


Lieut.  Coke).  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  tStaf  \  Middle  MUitary  Oieision. 
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Reports  of  Col.  Joseph  Thohurn,  First  West  Virginia  Infantry^  com¬ 
manding  First  Division.^  of  operations  Sepfemher  3,  10,  and  -22. 

HEADQUAflITEKS  FlKST  INFANTRY  DIVISION, 

Army^  of  West  Virginia, 
/Summit  Point,  Va.,  September  17,  1S64. 

Captain:  On  arriving  at  Berryville  on  tlie  afternoon  of  the  3d 
instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  directed  two  regiments  (the  First  Vv' est 
Virginia  and  Second  Eastern  Shore  Alaryland),  under  command  of  Col¬ 
onel  Kodgers,  to  move  one  mile  and  a  half  on  the  Winchester  pike,  and 
take  a  strong  x>esition  and  throw  out  a  picket-line  to  their  front  and 
hanks.  In  less  than  one  hour  information  was  received  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing  in  pretty  strong  force,  and  skirmish  firing  was  cpiite 
brisk.  This  information  was  at  once  sent  to  General  Crook,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  moved  out  three  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Linton,  of  the  Fifty-Fourth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  A^olunteers,  to  the  snpi)ort  of  Colonel  Rodgers.  1  found  the  lat¬ 
ter  falling  back,  and  directed  a  line  to  be  formed  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Berryville,  and  took  possession  of 
some  old  earth- works  in  an  o])en  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  also 
occupied  a  woods  to  the  right  of  the  road.  The  enemy  was  in  i)lain 
view  and  was  moving  his  troops  into  the  woods  upon  our  right  flank 
and  also  on  the  left.  General  Crook  arrived  on  the  ground  and  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  had  ordered  out  the  whole  of  my  command  and 
directed  that  it  be  formed  in  line  to  the  right  of  the  line  already  formed. 
The  Fifteenth  West  ATrginia.  A^olnnteers  and  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  Ohio  A^ohinteers  were  formed  upon  the  left  of  the  two  regiments 
of  Colonel  Rodgers  in  order  to  strengthen  his  line,  which  was  con- 
vsidered  an  essential  iioint  to  hold.  These  dis])ositions  were  scarcely 
completed  when  the  enemy  moved  upon  my  left  fiank  from  out  of  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  also  from  a  corn-field.  As  the  enemy  advanced  a 
battery  was  opened  u]ion  our  front,  and  the  left  of  the  line  at  once  gave  way. 
The  Second  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  broke  and  fell  back  in  disorder; 
the  First  AYest  A'irginia  was  left  alone  and  had  to  retire;  the  Fifteenth 
AVest  Virginia  Volunteers  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio 
Y'olunteer  Infantry  also  failed  to  make  a  stand.  My  line  upon  the  right 
of  the  road  was  thus  left  with  its  flank  exposed  and  fell  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  in  line  with  Colonel  Duval’s  division,  where  I  reformed 
my  line  and  repelled  several  assaults  of  the  enemy,  the  men  standing 
to  their  arms  all  night.  It  is  with  mortification. that  I  report  the  giving 
way  of  the  command  on  the  left.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  men  and 
officers  feel  their  disgrace,  and  also  believe  themselves  capable  of  doing 
better  things. 

My  loss  was  13  killed,  03  wounded,  and  19  missing.  The  enemy  is 
believed  to  have  suflered  heavily  in  my  front,  having  been  several  times 
repulsed. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T  HOB  URN, 

Co  lonely  Comm  an  ding. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ceneral,  Army  of  West  Virginia. 
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Hdqrs.  1st  Infantry  Div.,  Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Septemher  30,  1864. 

Captain:  1  submit  the  followiug  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
the  First  Infantry  Division  at  the  battle  near  Winchester  on  the  lOth 
instant : 

While  lying  at  the  Opeqnon  about  12  m.  of  tlfhtday  I  received  orders 
to  leave  my  smallest  brigade  to  guard  the  trains  and  move  the  balance 
of  my  command  rapidly  to  the  front  on  the  Wincliester  pike,  where  the 
Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  had  been  for  some  time  waPmly  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  I  left  the  Second  Brigade  and  started  at  once  with 
the  First  and  Third.  The  pike  was  filled  with  wagcns,  artillery,  ambu¬ 
lances,  and  stragglers  running  back  from  the  scene  of  action,  very 
seriously  impeding  my  progress.  After  proceeding  about  two  miles  I 
reported  in  person  to  General  Crook,  and  under  his  supervision  formed 
my  command  in  two  lines  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  in  rear  of  a  heavy 
wood,  in  the  front  of  which  the  Nineteenth  Corps  was  posted  and  was 
at  the  time  fighting  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
George  D.  Wells,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
composed  the  first  line,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  T. 
M.  F[ arris,  the  second  line.  I  then  moved  through  the  woods  to  the 
front,  where  I  was  directed  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps, 
but  on  arriving  at  the  front  I  found  the  right  of  this  corps,  resting  on  a 
very  deep  and  almost  impassable  morass,  called,  I  believe,  Bed  Bud  Run, 
and  having  learned  that  Colonel  Duval’s  division  was  to  move  up  on 
the  other  side  of  it,  I  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  try  to  form  my  line  as 
first  directed,  and  halted  immediately  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth.  I  presently  met  General  Emory,  who  informed  me  that  his  lines 
were  very  much  extended  and  very  Aveak,  and  recpiested  me  to  relieve  the 
two  brigades  posted  upon  his  right  and  enable  him  to  strengthen  his 
center.  This  I  did  at  once,  posting  Colonel  Wells’  brigade  in  the  front 
line,  with  one  regiment  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  the  Avoods  along  the 
margin  of  Red  Bud  Run.  Colonel  Harris’  brigade  formed  the  second 
line  and  had  two  regiments  faced  to  the  right  and  at  right  angles  to  the 
right  of  the  line,  these  latter  regiments  in  position  occupied  by  a  brigade 
of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  When  these  dispositions  were  made  General 
Sheridan  arrived  upon  the  ground  and  directed  me,  as  soon  as  Colonel 
Duval’s  division  arrived  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  morass,  to  moA^e 
forAvard  and  charge  the  enemy  and  drive  him  from  the  Avoods  in  which 
he  Avas  posted,  about  600  yards  to  my  front.  General  Emory  informed 
me  that  his  corps  had  charged  the  enemy  in  this  Avood  about  an  hour 
previous  to  my  arrAal  and  had  been  repulsed  and  driven  back.  A 
rousing  cheer  from  the  opposite  side  of  Red  Bud  Run  announced 
Colonel  Duval’s  approach,  and  the  order  was  at  once  given  to  move 
forAA^ard,  Avhich  aa  as  done  A\uth  alacrity.  After  moving  about  300  yards 
through  the  open  field  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  musketry  opened  very 
briskly  upon  my  lines,  but  its  efiect  was  to  increase  the  impetuosity  of 
the  command,  and  with  deafening  yells  and  cheers  the  men  rushed  for- 
Avard  and  reached  the  Avood  to  find  the  enemy  breaking  and  running  in 
confusion.  A  rapid  pursuit  Avas  made,  firing  as  briskly  as  possible  and 
cheering  most  lustily.  Deep  ravines  and  entangling  brushwood  pre¬ 
vented  the  in  eservation  of  lines,  and  as  the  command  emerged  into  the 
open  country  beyond  all  technical  order  aauis  gone,  the  two  brigades  Avere 
merged  into  a  victorious  throng,  each  individual  of  Avhich  Avas  bent  on 
pursuing  and  punishing  the  enemy,  and  all  eagerly  running  and  loading 
and  firing  and  cheering.  The  enemy’s  left  Avas  entirely  broken  and  we 
had  passed  beyond  the  left  of  his  line  that  still  remained  intact,  and  were 
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receiving  from  it  a  fire  into  our  left  fiank  and  rear-  the  enemy  had  also 
turned  toward  the  left,  and  from  their  retreating  forces  we  also  received 
a  scattering  fire.  I  directed  a  change  of  front  to  the  left,  but  the  instincts 
of  the  soldier  prompted  the  proper  movement  befoi  e  my  commands  could 
be  conveyed — each  man  Avas  marching  and  facing  toward  the  enemy’s 
fire.  Colonel  Duval’s  command  crossed  the  Ked  Bud  Bun  or  morass 
at  this  point,  and  his  command  and  my  own  mingled  together  and  acted 
together  until  the  pursuit  Avas  over.  Colonel  Harris,  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade,  arrived  with  three  regiments  that  had  been  formed  on 
our  right  and  now  came  forAvard  very  nearly  unbroken.  After  facing 
to  the  left  a  succession  of  stone  Avails  gave  excellent  cover  to  the  enemy, 
and  from  behind  them  Ave  received  a  very  severe  inusketry  fire,  and  at 
times  suffered  heavily  from  artillery,  but  Ave  steadily  advanced  and  beat 
back  the  enemy.  The  more  advanced  Avoidd  take  shelter  behind  a 
stone  Avail  or  such  other  protection  as  the  irregularity  of  the  surface  of 
the  land  would  afford ;  others  Avould  rush  forward  and  take  position 
beside  these  j  soon  a  strong  line  Avould  be  formed  and  another  advance 
made  to  the  next  stone  Avail  or  protection.  After  proceeding  upward 
of  a  mile  the  Nineteenth  Corps  came  up  in  our  rear,  and  from  that  time 
forward  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy. 

My  division  claims  the  capture  of  one  piece  of  artillery  and  two  cais¬ 
sons,  and  Avith  the  Second  Division  was  always  in  the  adAmuce  until 
we  entered  Winchester  in  triumx)h. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  as  a  general  thing  deserving  of 
the  highest  praise.  I  have  never  witnessed  more  zeal  and  daring  than 
Avas  here  displayed.  It  is  true  our  lines  Avere  broken  and  gone,  but 
had  Ave  moved  in  such  a  manner  as  to  preserve  our  lines  the  enemy 
would  have  escaped  unhurt  or  else  driven  us  back. 

IndiAidual  acts  of  gallantry  are  too  numerous  to  mention.  I  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  for  details. 
I  received  invaluable  assistance  from  Lieutenants  Ballard,  Macomber, 
Hornbrook,  and  Eollyson,  of  my  staff*. 

I  lost  four  officers  killed — Captain  Tliompson,  Thirty-fourth  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Yolunteers;  Capt.  J.  M.  Ewing  and  Lieut.  C.  B.  McCollum, 
of  the  Tenth  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Kirby,  of  the 
Eleventh  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  all  good,  brave  officers.  There 
Avere  17  officers  wounded,  57  enlisted  men  Avere  killed,  382  Avounded, 
and  0  missing.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Ca])t.  P.  C.  Biek, 

Assiatant  Adjatant- General ,  Dept,  of 


J.  THOBUBN, 
Colonel j  Conimanding. 

)Vest  Virginia. 


Headquaktees  Eikst  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Oetoher  Iddl. 

Captain:  I  submit  the  folio  Aving  report  of  the  part  performed  by  the 
First  Infantry  Division  at  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill  onthe22d  ultimo: 

The  Second  Brigade  of  my  division  Avas  still  on  duty  at  Winchester, 
the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Cols.  Ceorge 
D.  Wells  and  T.  M.  Harris  Avere,  Avith  the  Second  Division,  iield  in  reserve 
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during  tlie  fore  part  of  that  day.  About  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
were  moved,  under  the  sui)ervision  of  General  Crook,  tlirough  woods  and 
ravines,  so  as  to  be  unobserved  by  the  enetny,  until  we  gained  a  position 
on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Little  Korth  Mountain,  upon  the  left  of  the 
enemy’s  line  of  works.  The  First  Division  moved  by  the  right  flank  in 
two  lines  and  to  the  left  of  the  Second  Division — Colonel  Wells’  bri¬ 
gade  composing  the  first  line  and  Colonel  Harris’  the  second;  our  lines 
being  at  right  angles  to  that  of  the  enemy,  Avhich  extended  through 
the  oi)en  field  up  the  mountain  slope  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  under 
the  cover  of  which  our  troops  were  moving.  When  the  left  of  my  line 
had  nearly  passed  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  works  the  order  was 
given  ‘^by  the  left  flank,”  and  the  whole  command  moved  in  two  lines 
down  the  slope  to  the  edge  of  the  woods.  A  few  minutes  before  this 
the  enemy  had  discovered  our  position  and  had  commenced  shelling  us 
from  their  works  on  the  opposite  hill.  The  command  emerged  trom  the 
woods  yelling  and  firing,  and  found  the  enemy  running  from  their  works 
in  disorder.  A  vigorous  pursuit  was  at  once  made,  each  man  appar¬ 
ently  vying  with  the  others  who  could  shout  the  loudest  and  fire  the 
fastest.  The  open  field  for  several  hundred  yards  down  the  slope  was 
interspersed  with  little  clusters  of  field  pines  and  briars,  making  seri¬ 
ous  obstacles  to  the  advance  of  regular  lines,  and  by  the  time  the  divis¬ 
ion  had  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  the  lines  were  completely  broken, 
and,  as  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  both  brigades  were  merged  into 
one  large  body  of  advancing  soldiers,  the  bolder  and  stouter  men  being 
nearer  the  front,  and  the  rear  pushing  eagerly  forward  and  shouting 
and  hurrahing  and  firing  after  the  fast  receding  foe.  The  pursuit  was 
kept  up  without  orders,  and  on  the  second  hill  we  came  to  a  i)retty 
strong  line  of  works  that  were  extended  rearward  to  the  right  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  which  was  carried  Avithout  difliculty,  and  in 
Avhich  were  captured  three  pieces  of  artillery.  Fearing  that  we  Avould 
come  upon  some  strong  fortified  j)osition  of  the  eneiny  I,  at  this  point, 
tried  to  ari’est  the  advance  of  the  di\Tsion  until  the  lines  AAmuld  be  in  a 
measure  reformed  and  good  order  restored,  but  the  bold,  restive  si^irit 
of  the  men  would  not  be  repressed.  While  I  would  be  stopping  a  few, 
others  Avould  break  away,  shouting  and  firing  after  the  retreating 
enemy,  so  1  had  to  abandon  the  idea  of  good  order  and  lines  and  let 
them  go  ahead.  On  ai)proaching  the  next  hill,  Avhich  Avas  coA^ered  Avith 
woods,  the  enemy  eudeaA’ored  to  make  a  more  stubborn  resistance,  and 
our  advance  for  a  short  time  Avas  driA- en  back,  but  the  rear  soon  closed 
up  and  General  Crook,  approaching  at  the  time  and  cheering  the  men 
forAvard,  a  rush  was  made  up  the  steep  acclivity  and  the  enemy  again 
routed  and  more  guns  captured.  At  this  x)oint  we  AA^ere  joined  by  the 
Third  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  charge  the  men  and  officers  of  both  commands  mingled  together  in 
one  body.  The  Second  DiAusion  of  the  Army  of  West  Yirginia  had 
l)reviously  to  this  mingled  Avith  tlie  First  Division.  The  charge  Avas 
continued  until  the  pike  was  reached  and  Ave  adA-aiiced  along  the  pike 
one  mile  to  Found  Top  Mountain,  AA^hen  a  halt  aa  as  made,  the  enemy 
being  then  out  of  hearing.  The  command  aaxis  fairly  exhausted,  having 
made  a  charge  of  five  miles  in  length.  After  a  half  hour’s  cheering  and 
congratulating  the  men  laid  down  and  slei)t  AAuthout  dinner,  supper,  or 
blankets,  having  stripped  themselves  before  the  engagement.  The 
advance  was  made  in  rear  of  the  enemy’s  Avorks.  The  prisoners  and 
guns  that  AA^ere  captured  aa  ere  left  for  others  to  pick  up.  Two  battle- 
flags  AA^ere  captured  by  men  of  my  division. 
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My  loss  was  1  officer  killed,  1  enlisted  man  killed,  and  77  wounded. 
Officers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  behaved  with  great  gallantry, 
and  are  deserving  of  highest  praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOBUEN, 
Colonel.,  Commanding. 

Capt.  r.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  A djntant-  Genera  1. 


N'o.  107. 

Reports  of  Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris,  Tenth  ^Yest  Virginm  Infantry,  eom- 
manding  First  Division,  of  operations  Oetoher  13  and  10. 

Headquarters  First  Infantry  DivisioNj 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

i  Cedar  Creeh,  Va.,  Oetoher  28,,  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
reconnaissance  made  by  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division 
on  the  13th  instant: 

Tlie  enemy  having  advanced  a  battery  to  a  position  on  the  turnx)ike, 
between  Strasburg  and  Cedar  Creek  bridge,  which  commanded  the 
camp  of  the  First  Division  at  good  range,  and  having  thrown  some 
shells  into  various  parts  of  the  camp,  the  First  and  Third  Brigades 
Avere  at  once  sent  on  a  reconnaissance  to  develo})  his  strength  and  pur¬ 
pose.  Crossing  the  creek  beloAv  the  bridge,  the  command  formed 
itself  under  a  coA^er  of  a  Avood  from  the  fire  of  enemy’s  guns,  and  hav¬ 
ing  marched  by  the  flank  under  this  cover  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to 
bring  it  in  oj)position  to  the  enemy’s  position,  it  Avas  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  the  Third  Brigade  on  the  riglit  and  the  First  on  the  left  of  the 
pike,  and  at  once  moved  rapidly  forward.  Col.  George  D.  Wells,  Thirty- 
fourth  Massacliusetts  Infantry,  commanding  the  First,  and  Col.  T.  M. 
Harris,  Tenth  AVest  A^irginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade.  The  Third  Brigade  liad  no  sooner  made  its  appearance 
in  line  at  tlie  toj)  of  the  hill  than  it  was  seriously  assailed  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  shells,  aimed  with  such  accuracy  as  to  do  us  considerable  damage 
at  every  discharge?,  and  Avas  hence  moved  by  tiie  right  flank  at  a 
double-quick  for  200  yards  to  gain  the  slielter  of  a  Avood.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  First  Brigade  Avas  moved  rajeidly  forward,  through  a  Avood  at 
first  and  afterward  tlirough  an  open  field,  and  took  a  ])osition  behind  a 
stone  Avail,  Avithin  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy’s  position,  haAong 
been  exposed  from  the  time  it  emerged  from  the  Avood  in  front  of  the 
enemy’s  guns  to  great  annoyance  from  the  exxhosion  of  his  shells,  Avhich 
AAv^re  aimed  with  great  accuracy.  Simultaneously  Avith  this  adAWice  of 
the  Fii*st  Brigade  the  Third  Avn  s  also  moA^ed  forward  and  so  maneuvered 
as  to  x)lace  it  in  connection  with  the  First. in  a  continuous  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  The  Avhole  line  had  noAv  become  fiercely  engaged 
Avith  the  enemy’s  infantry,  and  it  soon  became  aj)])arent  tliat  he  Avas 
there  in  such  force  as  to  enable  him  to  turn  our  right,  and  that  he  had 
already  initiated  movements  to  this  end.  The  command  Avas  ordered 
to  retire,  Avhich  Avas  done  in  some  disorder,  as  our  line  was  rapidly 
])ressed  by  the  enemy  in  its  retrograde  movements.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  an  aide-de-camp  s(?nt  to  convey  the  order  to  Colonel  AAVlls  to  retire 
failed  to  reach  him  on  account  of  his  horse  haAung  been  killed,  the 
First  Brigade  Avas  not  AvithdraAvn  simultaneously  with  the  Third,  and 
consequently  became  exx)osed  to  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  right  as  the 
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eueiiiy’8  lines  advanced,  and,  being  thus  finally  compelled  to  withdraw 
without  orders,  was  so  hotly  j^ressed  from  front  and  flank  as  to  throw, 
it  in  some  disorder.  Its  losses  were  thus  rendered  severe  in  killed,' 
wounded,  and  missing.  The  Thirty-fourth  jMassachiisetts  Infantry, 
having  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  lost  heavily. 

The  reconnaissance,  though  successful  in  regard  to  its  object,  was 
nevertheless  expensive,  as  tlie  accompanying  list  of  casualties  will  show. 
Amongst  the  losses  I  announce  with  deep  sorrow  that  of  Col.  George 
D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Brigade,  who  was  mortally  wounded  and 
died  the  same  evening.  A  more  gallant,  accomplished,  and  unflinching 
soldier  would  be  hard  to  find. 

I  am,  captain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

T.  M.  HAEBIS,  , 

Colonel j  Commanding.  1 

Capt.  William  McKinley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  We,st  Virginia. 


List  of  casualties. 


Trooi)s. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

P 

Officers. 

1 

Men. 

Officers. 

•119]^ 

First  Brigade . . . 

1 

1.5 

0 

2 

08 

40 

3 

70 

4 

159 

50 

209 

Third  Brigade . 

Total . 

1  j  21 

2 

108 

3 

74 

Headquarters  First  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creelf  IT/.,  October  36^1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
X)art  taken  by  this  division  in  tiie  late  action  of  the  lOth  instant: 

At  about  4.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  in  heavy  force  against  the  works 
of  the  First  Division,  pushing  in  rapidly  whatever  of  the  picket-line  he 
failed  to  caiiture.  The  division,  having  been  aroused  by  the  firing 
along  the  picket-line  and  the  subsequent  skirmishing  of  the  pickets 
with  the  advancing  foe,  as  also  by  the  division  officer  of  the  day,  who 
reported  the  advance  of  a  heavy  force,  was  quickly  formed  behind  the 
works,  and  put  in  x^osition  for  defense  as  far  as  practicable.  Very  soon 
the  enemy’s  lines  advanced  close  up  to  the  works,  and  were  greeted 
by  a  volley  from  our  whole  line.  The  action  here  was  sharp  and  brief, 
the  greatly  sux^erior  foi  ce  of  the  enemy  enabling  him  not  only  to  turn 
our  left,  but  also  to  eflect  an  entrance  between  the  First  and  Third 
Brigades,  then  holding  the  works.  Being  thus  subjected  to  enfilading 
fires,  as  also  to  a  direct  fire  from  the  front,  these  tvro  brigades  were 
driven  from  the  works,  and  so  heavy  and  imxietuous  was  the  enemy’s 
advance  that  their  retreat  was  soon,  for  the  most  part,  converted  into 
a  confused  rout,  a  large  xMoportion  of  the  men  flying  across  the  fields 
to  the  rear  in  great  disorder.  It  is  pi’oper  that  I  should  here  remark 
that  during  this  portion  of  the  action  my  command  consisted  of  that 
X)ortion  of  the  Third  Brigade  then  present,  viz,  the  Tenth,  Eleventh, 
and  Fifteenth  West  Virginia  and  Fifty- fourth  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers.  The  Twenty-third  Illinois,'  having  been  for  some  time  x>Tevious 
temporarily  detached  from  the  brigade,  Avas  not  in  the  action.  Having 
my  headquarters  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  works,  I  did  not  arrive 
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in  time  to  participate  in  their  defense,  notwithstanding  I  had  made  all 
possible  haste  to  do  so  from  the  moment  I  was  awakened  by  the  report 
of  the  firing  of  onr  pickets.  I  was  only  in  time  to  meet  onr  flying 
forces  coming  to  the  rear,  and  from  their  numbers,  as  well  as  their 
reports,  I  was  at  once  convinced  not  only  that  the  works  were  irre¬ 
trievably  lost,  but  that  the  panic  amongst  onr  troops  was  so  great  as 
to  i)reclnde  the  possibility  of  their  being  speedily  rallied  by  the  indi¬ 
vidual  eflbrts  of  officers.  I  at  once  hastened  toward  the  headquarters 
of  Colonel  Thobnrn,  commanding  the  division,  to  inform  him  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disaster,  and  suggest  tliat  we  should  imme¬ 
diately  get  inline  formed  by  the  forces  occupying  the  field  to  onr  rear, 
consisting  in  part  of  the  Second  Division,  to  arrest  our  flying  command 
and  afford  us  such  snpi^ort  that  we  might  be  able  to  rally  and  reform 
in  their  rear.  I  met  the  colonel  near  his  headquarters  hastening 
toward  the  scene,  who  upon  hearing  my  report  and  suggestion  assented 
to  the  latter,  but,  as  if  to  assure  himself  by  a  personal  inspection,  has¬ 
tened  forward.  I  passed  at  once  to  the  ])oint  indicated,  and  found  the 
forces  there  rapidly  forming  for  action,  but  before  the  proposed  arrange¬ 
ment  could  be  effected  the  forces  on  their  left  were  being  assailed  by 
the  enemy  and  becoming  engaged;  at  the  same  time  our  fugitives  were 
beginning  to  pass  through  their  intervals  in  considerable  numbers, 
continuing  their  ])rogress  to  the  rear. 

From  this  time  I  labored  assiduously  for  the  next  two  hours  to  arrest 
the  retrograde  movement  of  the  command  and  form  it  for  use.  In  this 
labor,  which  was  rendered  very  difficnlt  by  the  fact  that  the  whole  left 
of  our  line,  consisting  of  the  Second  Division  and  then  in  turn  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Coiq^s,  was  being  steadily  driven  back  in  nmre  or  less  confusion 
by  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  that  had  completely  succeeded  in 
turning  our  left,  and  were  in  their  turn  contributing  largely  to  swell  the 
numbers  wlio  Avere  in  disorder  attemxAting  to  find  their  way  to  tlie  rear. 
In  these  eflbrts  I  Avas  carried  back  as  far  as  the  fields  to  the  right  of  Mid- 
dletoAvn,  having  been  joined  and  aided  in  my  efforts  by  the  general  com¬ 
manding  and  various  members  of  his  staff*  and  also  offlhe  staff*  of  the 
colonel  commanding  the  division.  By  this  time  we  had  arrested  and 
brought  together  a  suflicient  number  of  officers  and  men  to  justify  an 
attemx)t  on  our  x)art  to  aid  in  checking  tlie  enemy’s  advance,  and  were 
directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  a  imintof  the  line  in  the  woods 
on  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  In  our  advance  toward  these 
woods  we  were  joined  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wildes,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  and  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Fifteenth  West  Virginia, 
each  of  Avhom  brought  a  considerable  accession  to  our  strength.  This 
force,  now  numbering  bOO  or  400  men,  was  pushed  forward  into  the 
woods,  driAlug  back  the  enemy  and  holding  tlie  Avoods  until  its  Avith- 
draAval  Avas  rendered  imperati\"e  by  the  giAung  Avay  of  our  lines  on  our 
lelt  as  also  by  a  movement  of  the  enemy  to  turn  onr  right.  AVe  noAV 
retired  to  a  lAoint  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  aa  here  the  general  command¬ 
ing  selected  a  ])ositiori  for  collecting  together  and  reforming  as  miieh 
as  x^^ssible  of  his  command,  and  after  two  or  three  hours  sx)ent  in 
eflbrts  to  this  effect  the  division  Avas  raised  to  about  half  its  maximum 
strength,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding  Avas 
directed  to  an  eleA^ated  x)osifion  on  the  left  of  the  Winchester  x)ike, 
Avhere  it  was  disposed  for  the  sux)X)ort  of  a  battery  and  held  in  reserA^.e, 
Avith  the  remaining  portion  of  his  command,  until  our  now  reformed 
and  advancing  lines  called  for  our  being  jmt  in  motion,  when  Ave  Avere 
direcffed  to  the  front,  and  Avithout  encountering  a  foci  advaiu'ed  and 
reoccuxiied  the  grT)und  Iroin  Avhich  Ave  had  been  driven  in  the  morning, 
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establishing  our  ])ickets  exactly  on  tlie  line  they  had  previously  occu¬ 
pied.  Early  in  the  day  the  colonel  conmianding  the  division,  being 
engaged  in  efforts  to  arrest  and  reform  his  command,  was  assailed  in 
Aliddletown  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  who  from  being  dressed  in 
our  overcoats  were  enabled  to  approach  him  closely  without  exciting 
his  suspicions,  and  received  a  mortal  wound.  An  orderly  reported  to 
me  at  the  point  where  the  general  had  selected  for  reforming  his  com¬ 
mand  with  the  ffag  of  the  division,  and  a  message  from  the  colonel 
turning  over  to  me  the  command. 

I  should  say  injustice  to  the  officers  generally  of  the  division  that 
they  exerted  themselves  gallantly  to  retrieve  the  disaster  which  had 
befallen  us  in  the  morning.  The  Tenth  and  Eleventh  West  Virginia, 
having  position  on  the  right  of  our  works,  deserve  much  credit  for 
their  exertions  to  save  a  battery  which  had  a  position  between  these 
two  regiments,  by  which  five  out  of  the  six  pieces  were  safely  brought 
a  way.  The  commanding  officers  of  these  regiments  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  good  order  in  which  they  brought  oft*  their  respective  com¬ 
mands,  and  their  earnest  and  energetic*,  efforts  to  co-uperate  with  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  in  the  defense  of  their  works. 

The  battery  on  the  left  center  of  the  Third  Brigade  was  lost,  but 
the  apiiearance  of  that  part  of  our  works  on  the  following  morning 
showed  that  it  was  not  without  a  severe  struggle,  as  we  there  found 
eight  of  the  enemy’s  and  six  of  our  own  dead. 

Amongst  the  casualties  1  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Capt.  J.  P.  Kuy¬ 
kendall,  Com])any  K,  Tenth  West  Virginia,  and  Lieut.  Joseph  Peck, 
acting  adjutant  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  killed.  The 
former  lost  his  life  in  a  noble  effort  to  save  a  gun;  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  a  more  gallant  and  efficient  officer.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall, 
commanding  Tenth  AVest  Virginia,  was  wounded,  and  taken  to  the 
rear. 


Accompanying  please  find  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  com¬ 
manders,  also  inclosed  list  of  casualties. 

T  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  HAIIRIS, 

CoJo7}ely  Commanding. 


Ca])t.  AVilliam  McKinley, 

Acting  Asfiistant  Adjntan t- Oenerah 


No.  108. 

Reports  of  Col.  George  D.  Wells^  Thirty -fourth  Alassachnsetts  Infantry^ 
commanding  First  Brigade,  of  operations  Aiignst  SG  and  Septemher 
19  and  22. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Camp  near  HaUtou'n^  Ya.  Aug^ist  2G^  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade  in  the 
advance  to-day: 

The  brigade  was  ordered  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  a  small  triangular 
])iece  of  woods  iu  our  front  and  hold  the  opposite  edge  while  Colonel 
Duval  advanced  upon  the  right  and  until  he  should  retire,  also  to  drive 
the  euemy  away  from  the  wheat  stacks  and  burn  them.  The  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  and  Fifth  New  York  [Heavy  Artillery]  were 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods,  the  Thirty-fourth  [Massachusetts]  to  clfarge 
across  the  open  field  and  fire  the  stacks  after  the  woods  should  be 


*  Enibodied  in  tiible,  p.  131, 
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cleared;  tlie  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio  was  held  in  reserve. 
The  enemy’s  skirmishers  were  driven  easily  from  the  woods  by  our  own 
skirmish  line.  After  our  skirmishers  were  Avell  in  and  were  formed 
Colonel  Thoburn  directed  the  skirmishers  to  charge  through  the  woods. 
This  we  did  ;  but  as  soon  as  our  line  entered  it  we  received  a  very  heavy 
lire  from  a  line  of  woods  to  our  rigiit  across  the  pike.  Intrenchments 
had  been  thrown  up  along  the  edge  of  these  woods,  and  a  strong  skir¬ 
mish  line  hring  from  tliese  within  easy  range,  and  directly  upon  our 
flank,  made  the  small  piece  we  were  ordered  to  hold  almost  untenable. 
Our  line  quickly  changed  front  to  the  right,  and  a  portion  of  it  charged 
across  the  pike,  driving  the  enemy  ba(‘.k  from  the  edge  of  the  woods 
occupied  by  them.  1  withdrew  then  as  soon  as  possible  and  formed 
in  the  edge  of  my  own  woods  parallel  witli  and  facing  the  pike.  I 
sent  two  companies  through  to  the  part  of  the  woods  toward  Charles¬ 
town,  and  then  directed  the  Thirty-fourth  to  move  down  to  the  stacks 
and  bn rii  them.  This  was  very  quickly  done.  The  Thirty-fourth  moved 
to  the  rear  of  the  stacks  and  details  went  forward  and  fired  them  all 
at  once.  Meanwhile  the  line  in  the  woods  was  exchanging  fire  across 
the  pike  with  the  enemy  and  losing  men  fast.  We  probably  inflicted 
little,  if  any,  loss  upon  the  enemy,  as  they  were  protected.  After  I  saw 
the  Thirty-fourth  moving  back  I  began  to  withdraw  the  line  from  the 
woods;  just  as  I  was  doing  this  I  received  Colonel  Thoburn’s  order  to 
lall  back.  The  men  having  scattered  along  tlie  front  of  the  woods  to 
gain  cover  during  the  firing,  I  halted  them  just  at  the  edge,  and  the 
command  came  back  in  good  order.  The  regiments  behaved  very  well. 
The  Fifth  N^ew  York  Heavy  Artillery,  for  the  first  time  under  fire',  and 
losing  quite  heavily,  moved  forward  with  alacrity  and  well.  The  One 
hundred  and  sixteenth  [Ohio]  and  Thirty-fourth  [Massachusetts]  were 
steady  and  gallant,  as  usual.  In  the  above  aftair  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  was  made,  and  the  instructions  to  regimental  commanders  given, 
direct  by  the  colonel  commanding  the  division.  My  part  was  only  to 
follow  the  line  and  keep  it  to  its  work.  Yo  stretchers  were  brought 
upon  the  field,  and  none  were  seen  by  me  until  after  the  line  was  brought 
back.  The  men  having  no  shelter-tents  or  blankets  with  them,  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  severely  wounded  were  brofight  from  the 
field.  Some  five  or  six  dead  were  left,  some  beyond  the  pike  and  very 
near  the  enemy’s  wood,  but  none  who  appeared  to  be  li  ving. 

The  casualties  were  9  killed,  56  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 

Col.  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Tnfty.j  Comitg.  First  Brigade. 
laent.  F.  L.  Ballakd, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjuta}(t- General. 

IlDqus.  First  Brigade,  First  Infantry'  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Camp  near  Winchester.,  Heptcmher  20.,  1864. 
Lieutenant  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division,  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant. 

The  brigade  was  moved  forward  in  line  through  the  woods  to  the 
])oint  at  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Coiqis.  With  three  l  egiments  1  relieved 
a  brigade  of  the  Nineteentli  Corps,  then  forming  the  extreme  right 
of  our  line,  and  placed  the  Tliirty-foui  tli  Massacfiiusetts  in  rear,  fronting 
to  the  right  and  holding  the  right  flank.  In  bur  immediate  front  was 
an  ojien  field  about  500  yards  in  breadtli  and  extending  for  about  a 
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mile  to  tlie  front,  witli  woods  on  each  side.  At  this  point  the  woods  on 
the  left  terminated  and  the  oblong  field  opened  into  a  wide,  rolling,  open 
conntry,  intersected  by  strong  stone  fences.  The  MartiuslDurg  pike  was 
far  in  the  front  and  on  the  left  was  the  Berryville  pike.  Through  two 
woods  on  the  right  of  this  oblong  field  and  parallel  with  its  length  ran 
a  deep  creek  and  morass.  The  Second  Division  (Colonel  Duval)  was 
ordered  to  charge  through  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  creek.  The 
Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Harris)  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  First.  As 
Duval’s  division  arrived  abreast  of  onr  x3osition  we  were  ordered  to 
charge.  This  order  came  so  suddenly  that  I  had  only  time  to  leave 
word  for  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  to  follow,  leap  the  fence,  and 
go  on  with  the  three  regiments  forming  the  first  line.  As  we  charged 
through  the  oblong  field  we  met  a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  the  woods 
on  the  left.  I  asked  Colonel  Wildes  to  change  front  with  his  regiment 
(One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio)  and  clear  the  woods.  The  men  were 
going  forward  Avith  such  enthusiasm,  however,  that  it  seemed  impossi¬ 
ble  to  make  them  understand,  and  I  pointed  out  the  danger  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  a  regiment  of  the  second  line  (the  Tenth  Virginia)  following 
close  behind.  He  immediately  changed  direction  Avith  his  command, 
came  up  on  onr  left,  and  Avas  soon  hotly  engaged  in  the  woods.  Colonel 
Wildes  also  succeeded  in  turning  his  regiment  and  Avent  to  the  support 
of  the  Tenth  Virginia. 

Leaving  this  issue  behind  us  the  balance  of  my  command,  strongly 
re-enforced  by  a  portion  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  pressed  forAward 
with  great  rapidity,  Avent  on  until  we  passed  the  woods  on  our  left  and 
came  into  the  plain.  Here  I  saw  that  the  enemy,  driven  from  his  first 
position,  AAms  forming  behind  a  high  stone  wall  Avhich  ran  across  the 
field  in  a  direction  at  right  angles  AAnth  that  of  our  advancing  line. 
His  right  A^as  about  1,000  yards  from  the  wood,  his  left  extending 
towmrd  the  Martinsburg  pike.  Along  this  line  artillery,  was  posted, 
and  in  rear  of  it,  upon  a  knoll,  was  an  earth-work  with  rifle-pits,  in 
which  were  two  guns.  About  400  yards  in  front  of  this  line  and  par¬ 
allel  with  it  was  a  short,  loAV'stone  wall.  I  immediately  cbanged  front 
to  the  left  and  thrcAv  my  men,  iioav  thoroughly  exhausted  by  their 
long  run,  behind  this  Avail.  Soon  after  Colonel  Wildes  came  out  from 
the  woods  and  formed  on  our  left;  after  some  little  interval,  Colonel 
Harris,  with  the  balance  of  his  brigade  and  the  Thirty-fourth  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  came  up  on  our  right  and  took  position  in  the  open  field 
fronting  the  enemy’s  ncAv  line.  Beyond  these  Colonel  Duval’s  regi¬ 
ments,  struggling  through  the  marsh,  came  up  on  the  right,  and  still 
beyond  Avere  the  cavalry,  extending  onr  line,  broken  and  irregular,  but 
still  continuous  to  and  beyond  the  Martinsburg  pike.  Here  the  battle 
hung,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  for  hours.  The  artillery  Avas  playing  upon 
our  lines  from  three  different  directions,  one  battery  being  not  more 
than  500  yards  distant.  The  rebels  had  the  advantage  in  numbers, 
lAosition,  and  cover,  and  their  fire  seemed  to  increase  in  intensity  every 
minute.  Their  riglit  flank  was,  lioweA^er,  wholly  exi)osed,  and  I  was 
looking  anxiously  for  the  Sixth  Corps  to  make  its  appearance  there 
and  held  on.  Colonel  Thoburn  came  along  the  line  and  informed  me 
that  this  movement  Avas  about  to  be  made,  and  that  General  Crook 
desired  our  forces  to  charge  the  moment  the  flanking  brigade  should 
appear.  While  he  Avas  speaking  the  TJiirty-fourth  Massachusetts,  on 
the  right,  impatient  at  their  constant  and  increasing  loss,  sprang  to 
their  feet  and  started  for  the  rebel  battery  alone;  almost  at  the  same 
moment  the  long  looked-for  movement  Avas  made,  our  Avhole  line  went 
forward  with  a  cheer,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  wall  in  utter 
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rout.  The  battery  in  the  earth -works  still  remained  and  enough  of  the 
enemy  with  it  to  give  ns  a  heavy  fire  as  we  advanced  to  the  wall 
recently  held  by  the  enemy.  Halting  here  for  a  while  I  was  again 
ordered  forward,  and  moved  the  brigade  down  into  the  hollow  and 
within  300  yards  of  the  battery,  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio 
having  an  excellent  position  on  the  left,  from  which  they  were  enabled 
to  fire  directly  upon  the  piece  and  horses.  We  hung  here  again  for 
some  time,  the  Nineteenth  Corps  forming  in  line  in  rear  of  the  stone 
wall  and  the  Sixth  Corps  at  some  distance  on  the  left,  but  before  very 
long  Custer’s  cavalry  made  a  dashing  charge  upon  the  right,  sweeping 
around  almost- into  the  earth- works.  The  whole  line  went  forward 
again  and  the  battle  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  at  an  end.  In 
the  earth-works  was  a  brass  12-pounder,  a  caisson  full  of  ammunition, 
two  wounded  horses,  and  about  a  dozen  dead  ones.  Between  the 
earth- works  and  the  stone  wall  Avas  another  caisson  filled  Avith  ammu¬ 
nition,  all  the  horses  having  been  shot.  I  left  a  detail  of  the  Fifth 
New  York  to  take  charge  of  the  property  and  turn  it  over  as  soon  as 
opportunity  should  offer.  From  this  point  we  were  moved  by  the  left 
flaidi  into  Winchester,  A\diich  was  occupied  without  serious  opposition. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  behaved  magnifi¬ 
cently.  I  never  saw  less  straggihig  to  the  rear ;  the  men  left  behind  in 
the  rapidity  of  the  first  charge  came  up  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if 
unable  to  find  their  commands  immediately  went  into  the  fight  wherever 
they  happened  to  make  the  line.  The  artillery  fire  was  the  most  trying 
I  ever  experienced.  The  enemy’s  guns  were  served  with  great  precision 
and  with  Avonderful  nerve  and  pluck  in  the  face  of  our  fire  and  at  short 
rifle  range.  It  was  not  until  the  fight  was  nearly  over  that  our  artillery 
came  up 5  but  the  men  never  flinched,  they  never  thonght  of  going 
back,  and  when  they  could  stand  the  fire  no  longer  charged  forward. 

Major  Pratt,  commanding  Thirty-fourth  Alassachusetts,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Wildes,  commanding  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio,, 
handled  their  regiments  with  great  courage  and  skill,  and  in  all  the 
confusion  of  the  charges  kept  their  commands  together,  and  in  good 
order.  I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Major 
Pratt  and  his  regiment  in  the  last  charge. 

Captain  Chamberlin,  commanding  One  hundred  and  twenty-third 
Ohio,  lost  three  out  of  his  five  officers,  and  his  men  became  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  want  of  officers  much  discouraged,  but  with  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  he  kept  with  him  he  did  splendid  fighting,  and  was  one; 
of  the  first  in  the  enemy’s  works. 

To  my  oAvn  staff.  Captain  Karr  and  Lieutenants  Disosway  and  Cobb,, 
I  arn  under  great  obligations  for  tlieir  invaluable  assistance. 

In  the  first  charge  some  young  officer  of  Ceneral  Sheridan’s  staff  rode 
Avell  in  advance  of  the  line,  bareheaded  and  cheering  on  the  men;  I 
regret  I  am  unable  to  give  the  name  of  this  officer,  Avhose  gallant  exam¬ 
ple  helped  much  in  inspiriting  the  men. 

I  have  to  regret  the  death  of  Captain  Thompson,  for  a  longtime  com¬ 
manding  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts,  and  a  most  A^aluable  and 
gallant  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  casualties*  and  to  forAvard  the 
reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  1).  WELLS, 

Colonel  Thirty-foiirth  MiissacJiiisetts  Vol.  In/tij.,  (Jomdy.  Brif/ade. 

Lieut.  F.  L.  Ballard,  Acting  AHHistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Embodied  in  talde,  p.  115. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Cam])  Harrisonburg^  September  2(p  1804. 

Lieutenant  :  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  First 
Brigade  in  the  action  of  the  22d  instant; 

The  rebel  breast- works  extended  across  the  valley  from  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  to  the  North  Mountain.  (_)nr  command  was  formed  in  two  lines, 
and  led  along  the  side  of  the  mountain  until  a  portion  of  it  had  passed 
beyond  the  enemy’s  works,  then  faced  to  the  front  and  ordered  to 
charge;  the  Second  Division  was  on  our  right,  Harris’  brigade  in  the 
rear,  forming  the  second  line  of  our  division.  We  charged  down  the 
mountain  almost  immediately,  running  upon  a  line  of  works  which  the 
enemy  were  evidently  at  work  upon  when  we  attacked.  Passing  on 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  through  the  woods  in  the  face  of  more  or 
less  opposition,  we  came  out  at  the  foot  of  an  open  slope.  Upon  the 
crest  directly  in  front  was  a  double  line  of  strong  earth-works  tilled 
with  men.  In  the  angle  opposite  my  lett  was  a  ritle  gun.  The  sight 
of  all  this,  instead  of  checking  the  men,  seemed  to  inspire  them  with 
new  ardor.  Every  man  yelled,  if  possible,  louder  than  before,  and 
each  regiment  strove  to  be  the  first  in  with  its  colors.  Nothing  could 
withstand  the  inqietuosity  of  their  charge.  The  cannon  was  fired  at  a 
less  distance  than  100  yards  into  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio, 
but  they  rushed  on  without  an  instant’s  hesitation,  capturing  it  in  the 
very  smoke  of  its  discharge.  The  Thirty-fourth  i)lanted,  its  flag  first 
upon  the  parapet;  the  other  colors  were  but  a  second  behind.  Many 
of  the  men  first  in  were  from  the  second  lino,  liaving  caught  up  with 
us  on  the  run.  We  were  now  fairly  behind  the  enem^^’s  works.  Just 
over  the  hill  we  found  the  caisson  of  the  piece  with  all  its  six  horses 
attached.  Halting  but  for  an  instant  to  reform  and  gain  breath,  we 
X)ushed  on  for  the  next  hill,  from  which  the  enemy  were  already  play¬ 
ing  upon  us  with  their  artillery.  From  this  point  until  we  reached  tlie 
railroad  near  the  pike  the  fighting  was  mostly  in  the  woods.  The 
country  was  a  succession  of  hills  with  abrupt  sides,  and  the  vallej^s 
between  of  considerable  depth.  The  enemy’s  line  ran  directly  across 
these  ridges.  Dn  each  ridge  was  more  or  less  artillery,  which  had  full 
play  at  us  as  we  advanced.  1  directed  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
and  Thirty-fourth  to  keep  along  the  left  near  the  works,  and  followed 
myself  the  same  course.  The  enemy  formed  along  the  crest  of  these 
ridges,  and  with  musketry  and  artillery  gave  us  a  heavy  fii'e  as  we 
came  on — the  advain^e  would  be  stopped;  the  fire  became  rapid  and 
heavy;  more  would  come  up,  and  the  battle  would  stand  still  and 
increase  for  awhile,  until  the  cheers  and  firing  of  the  Second  Division, 
which  was  upon  our  right,  could  be  heard  sweeping  on  behind  the 
enemy’s  position.  Our  line  would  gather  force  as  men  constantly  came 
up,  and  were  directed  to  the  critical  point,  and  the  enemy  would  soon 
give  back  to  the  next  crest,  to  repeat  the  same  effort  with  the  same 
results.  Upon  all  these  eminences  we  found  artillery  hot  and  smoking, 
which  the  enemy  could  not  get  off'.  He  saved  very  few  of  the  pieces  or 
caissons,  which  were  behind  the  works  in  the  woods.  I  saw  and 
touched  four  brass  and  more  than  as  many  iron  guns  before  any, 
except  the  men  of  this  corps,  had  reached  them.  As  Ave  mounted  the 
last  ridge  before  reaching  the  railroad,  the  Sixth  Corps  were  coming 
in,  and  at  this  point  we  had  a  sharp  contest.  It  was  soon  over,  how¬ 
ever,  but  not  before  some  of  the  advance  of  the  Second  Division  had 
ap])eared  upon  the  right  near  the  railroad.  Crossing  the  railroad,  we 
advanced  up  the  right  side  of  the  ])ike,  in  conjunction  with  the  Sixth 
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Corps,  on  the  left,  and  a  portion  of  the  Second  Division,  on  the  right, 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  last  jmsition  on  the  ridge,  and  the  day’s 
work  was  over. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  its  proper  connection  that  just  as  we  were 
leaving  the  first  work  captured  on  the  left  Powell’s  cavalry  swept  by 
to  our  right  in  splendid  style. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  extreme  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  brigade.  Colonel  Wildes,  Major  Pratt,  Major  Urban,  and 
Captain  Cbainberlin,  commanding  regiments,  all  did  their  entire  duty. 
I  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  gallant  charge  of  Colonel  Wildes’ 
regiment  in  the  face  of  the  artillery  fire.  In  five  minutes  after  coming 
out  of  the  woods  tlie  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  had  its  men  together 
and  was  marching  forward  in  line  as  regularly  as  on  parade. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
assistance  in  the  action.  I  regret  to  add  that  after  the  afiair  Avas  all 
OA^er  IMajor  Pratt  was  very  severely  Avounded  in  both  legs  by  the  acci¬ 
dental  discharge  of  a  musket  in  the  regiment  behind  his.  The  lossof 
his  services  at  this  time  is  irreparable.  I  do  not  knoAv  a  more  gallant 
or  efiicient  officer. 

The  charge  from  first  to  last  must  have  covered  a  distance  of  more 
than  five  miles.  The  entire  distance  was  passed  under  constant  and 
continuous  fire,  sometimes  A^ery  scA^ere,  the  men  steadily  advancing 
much  of  the  time  on  the  double-quick.  They  would  not  stop  to  take 
possession  of  artillery  as  they  i^assed,  nor  would  they  go  to  the  rear 
AA  itli  prisoners.  All  these  were  passed  by  for  those  to  gather  who  came 
after.  As  long  as  a  rebel  was  in  sight  they  chased  him,  and  whenever 
they  heard  heavy  firing  and  saw  that  our  advance  Avas  checked  they 
gathered  like  bees.  The  field  Atas  so  vast  and  the  confusion  so  great 
that  officers  could  do  little  but  encourage  the  men  and  set  them  examples 
of  energetic  courage.  8o  far  as  this  brigade  is  concerned,  1  feel  the 
success  is  due,  more  than  in  any  battle  I  know,  to  the  splendid  indi¬ 
vidual  heroism  of  the  men  in  the  ranks. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  casualties,*  aim  the  rej^orts  of  commanding  officers 
of  mgiments. 

I  liaAm  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  Amur  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 

Colonel  Thirty-fourth  j\rassachnsetts  Tot.  lufty.j  Comdy.  Brigade. 

Lieut.  P.  L.  Ballard, 

Acting  AnsUtant  Adjutant -General. 


No.  100. 

Beport  oj'  Lieut.  Col.  lliomas  F.  Wildes.^  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
Ohio  Infantry^  commanding  First  Brigade^  of  operations  October  If). 

IIdqr«.  First  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creeh,  Fu.,  October  J86d. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  Avith  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  re])ort  of  the  ])art  taken  by  my  command  in  the 
action  of  the  19th  instant: 

About  4  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  tig'  19th  of  October,  1804,  I  heard 
brisk  picket-firing  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  imsition  occupied  by  my 
command.  1  immediately  ordered  the  brigade  under  arms  behind  its 
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fortifications.  In  a  few  minutes  afterY\arcI  I  liearcl  a  volley  of  perhaps 
twenty  rifle-shots  and  a  yell  as  thon^li  a  charge  was  being  made  in  the 
direction  of  a  picket-i)ost  in  front  of  my  left.  I  at  once  directed  Cap¬ 
tain  Karr,  of  my  stall,  to  inform  Colonel  Thobnrn  that  there  w^as  con¬ 
siderable  firing  along  the  picket-line.  I  then  went  to  the  right  of  my 
command  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  Third  Brigade,  First  .Division, 
wdien  I  discovered  tliat  some  of  the  pickets  were  coming  in.  Believing 
we  were  about  to  be  attacked,  I  moved  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  and  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  Eegiments  to  the  right, 
closing  upon  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Kegiment,  thus  filling  a 
gap  made  in  my  line  by  the  absence  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery  on  picket  duty.  The  line  was  scarcely  closed  up  when  a 
heavy  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  on  my  right.  Upon  going  again  to 
the  right  to  learn  the  cause  of  it  and  the  state  of  affairs  there,  I  found 
the  works  of  the  Third  Brigade  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  that  the 
Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  being  flanked  in  its  position, 
had  left  the  works  in  its  front.  Just  at  this  time  I  heard  brisk  firing 
on  my  left.  Seeing  that  I  was  flanked  on  my  right,  and  apprehending 
that  my  left  was  also  threatened,  I  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  six¬ 
teenth  and  One  hundred  and  twenty- third  Ohio  Eegiments  to  move  by 
the  left  flank  and  form  line  of  battle  in  the  field  on  my  left,  fronting  the 
position  lately  occupied  by  the  Third  Brigade.  I  had  scarcely  formed 
this  line  when  I  heard  firing  in  the  woods  immediately  in  my  rear.  I 
then  moved  by  the  left  flank  of  the  brigade  and  formed  another  line  on 
the  hill  overlooking  the  ravine  in  rear  of  the  works  of  the  Third 
Brigade.  Halting  here  a  moment,  I  discovered  the  enemy  was  in  my 
rear  and  threatening  to  cut  me  off  and  to  surround  me.  1  then  moved 
quickly  toward  the  turnpike,  my  command  fighting  the  enemy  in  my 
front  and  on  my  right  until  it  readied  the  position  occupied  by  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps.  Here  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  line,  under 
the  direction  of  General  Emory,  and  fought  until  the  line  was  broken 
on  this  x)art  of  the  field.  After  this  the  line  became  so  broken  that  but 
little  could  be  done  in  rallying  the  men  until  they  reached  the  train  of 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  headquarters  of 
General  Crook.  A  line  was  here  formed  to  allow  the  train  time  to  cross 
the  ravine  and  creek.  Considering  the  broken  condition  of  the  ranks, 
the  men  of  my  command  fought  with  great  bravery  and  coolness  at  this 
point.  When  the  train  had  crossed,  this  line  gave  way,  and,  falling  back 
some  distance,  scattering  portions  of  my  brigade  were  collected  and 
moved  forward  under  direction  of  Colonel  Harris  to  a  line  formed  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  beyond  the  ravine  in  which  the  Sixth  Corps  train  had 
become  blocked  up.  When  this  line  fell  back  i)drtions  of  my  command 
formed  with  the  remnant  of  the  First  Division  behind  a  stone  wall  on  the 
right  of  the  turnpike  beyond  Middletowfi.  Colonel  Harris  then  directed 
me  to  go  to  the  rear  and  direct  all  stragglers  from  the  Army  of  West 
Virginia  to  return  .to  their  commands.  Taking  Lieutenant  Disosway,  of 
my  staff*,  wdth  me,  I  w^eut  to  the  rear  and  succeeded  in  collecting  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  stragglers,  and  shortly  after  returning,  under 
direction  of  Colonel  Harris,  moved  the  brigade  across  the  turnpike  to 
the  su])port  of  the  batteries  situated  on  that  part  of  the  field.  It  lay 
here  until  the  advance  was  made  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  moved  for¬ 
ward  and  encamped  near  its  present  position. 

I  neglected  to  state  in  the  prpper  connection  that  my  command  was 
in  line  of  battle  fully  three-fourths  of  an  hour  before  the  attack  was 
made,  and  that  information  of  the  j)icket-firing  Avas  sent  to  division 
headquarters  a  half  hour  before  the  attack  was  made  on  my  right. 
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My  re^ineiital  commanders— Major  Kellogg,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-third  Ohio;  Captain  Teters,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio ; 
Captain  Potter,  Thirty-fourth  Alassachusetts,  and  Captain  Wilkie,  Fifth 
Kew  York  Heavy  Artillery  Kegiments— did  everything  in  their  power 
with  their  men,  and  performed  their  duties  nobly  throughout  the  day. 

Tlje  members  of  my  staff.  Captain  Karr  and  Lieutenant  Disosway, 
conducted  themselves  in  the  most  gallant  manner  throughout  the  day, 
and  rendered  very  valuable  service  in  their  strenuous  efforts  to  rally 
the  men  and  keep  the  command  together. 

I  have  heretofore  forwarded  a  list  of  casualties*  in  my  command  in 
the  action.  I  inclose  reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  r.  WILDES, 

Lieut.  Col.  116th  Ohio  Volunteers.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  F.  L.  Ballard, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Fifty.  JDiv.,  Army  of  W.  Va. 


Ko.  110. 

Report  of  Capt.  Andrew  Potter,  Thirty  fourth  Massachusetts  Fifantry, 
of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eourth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

Newtoicn,  Va.,  October  20,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  iiart  taken  by 
the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry  in  the  engagement  near  Cedar 
Creek,  Ya.,  October  19,'  1801. 

About  1  a.  111.  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line,  and  soon  after 
picket-firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  line  occupied  by  the 
Fifth  Kew  York  Artillery.  In  a  very  short  time  after  the  enemy  was 
seen  in  front  of  the  line  of  breast  works  occuiiied  by  the  First  Division, 
Department  of  West  Yirginia,  and  the  regiment  immediately  engaged  in 
action  with  tlie  enemy,  who  delivered  a  heavy  fire  into  our  front  and  on 
oiir  right  fiank  opposite  the  i)osition  occupied  by  the  Fifty-fourth  Penn- 
vsylvania.  AVe  continued  our  firing  until  the  enemy  were  seen  inside  the 
breast-Avork  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  A'olunteers,  and  also  over 
the  breast- work  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Anicated  by  the 
regiments  being  on  jiicket  duty.  Tims  surrounded  on  the  right  and 
left,  receiving  a  fire  from  the  right,  left,  and  front,  and  the  force  on  our 
right  having  retired,  the  order  Avas  given  to  retire,  and  the  regiment 
became  scattered  and  broken.  A  portion  of  the  regiment  rallied  on  the 
liill  near  Colonel  Thoburn’s  headquarters,  and  held  the  enemy  in  check 
until  an  immensely  superior  force  apiieared  in  our  front,  Avhen  the 
regiment  fell  back  again,  and  taking  the  west  side  of  the  pike  retreated 
tOAvard  MiddlctoAvn.  The  regiment  having  become  separated,  a  portion 
of  it,  under  command  of  Captain  Leach,  fell  back  to  Newtown,  and  AAnrc 
then  ordered  on  duty  in  town  by  the  pro A^ost- marshal  of  Ceneral 
Sheridan’s  staff.  Th(‘,  other  portion  of  the  regiment,  under  Captain 
Potter,  Avas  Joined  in  Avith  portions  of  other  regiments  of  Crook’s  cor])S, 
and  in  the  engagement  near  MiddletoAAm  in  the  afternoon  Avere  in  su])- 
l)ort  of  tli(i  batteries  engaged  in  action.  After  the  fight  was  over  the 
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portion  of  the  regiment  under  command  of  Captain  Potter  rejoined  that 
part  of  it  at  Newto^yn,  wliere  the  regiment  is  now  engaged  on  provost 
and  guard  duty. 

Very  respeetfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  POTTER, 

Captain^  Commanding  Thirty -fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  Disosway, 

Aide-de-Campj  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  W.  Ya. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

Neiotoivn,  Va.,  October  24,  1864. 

Lieutenant  Disosway, 

Aide-de-Camp,  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  TV.  Ya. : 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  N^o.  3,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

In  the  engagement  of  the  lOtli  instant  the  officers  of  this  regiment 
behaved  themselves  with  credit  to  themselves,  and  after  having  been 
driven  from  their  breast- works  in  the  morning,  succeeded  in  rallying 
their  men  together  to  a  very  creditable  extent,  A  portion  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  having  been  rallied  under  Captain  Leach  was  returning  to  the 
front  from  Newtown,  wLen  it  was  stopped  by  the  provost-marshal  of 
General  Sheridan’s  staff  and  [placed]  upon  duty  in  Newtown.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  regiment,  under  Captain  Potter  and  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Blake,  participated  in  the  afternoon  engagement.  One  officer.  First 
Lieut.  L.  W.  Van  Loan,  after  reaching  the  pike  in  the  morning,  took 
coTJveyance  in  an  ambulance  or  army  wagon,  and  did  not  return  until 
the  next  morning.  As  an  excuse  for  this  act  it  can  be  said  that  he  is 
troubled  with  sores,  wliicb  unfit  him  formarching,  and  for  the  x)ast  four 
Aveeks,  in  the  marching  done  during  that  time,  Lieutenant  Van  Loan 
has  been  unable  to  walk  and  has  had  to  ride  in  the  saddle. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  verv  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

A.  POTTER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 


No.  111. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frederick  C.  Yi/'illde,  Fifth  Neiv  Yorh  Heavy  Artillery, 
of  operations  October  19. 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  20,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Second  Battalion,  Fifth  Artillery  New  York  Volunteers,  under  my 
command  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant: 

The  battalion  went  on  ificket  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  and  Avas 
still  upon  that  duty  in  front  of  First  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia, 
Avhen  the  attack  aaxis  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  19th. 
About  one  hour  before  daylight  some  rebel  cavalry  appeared  in  front  of 
the  left  of  the  lines,  but  being  fired  upon  retired.  That  portion  of  the 
line  then  deployed  as  skirmishers.  Shortly  after  a  column  of  the  enemy 
crossed  the  creek  on  the  right  of  the  line,  AA^as  fired  upon  by  the  pickets 
posted  there,  also  by  the  small  reserve,  but  they  did  not  return  the  fire. 
The  reserve  fell  back  in  skirmishing  order,  but  AA^as  unable  to  check  in 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


383 


tlie  slightest  degree  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  With  the  exception  of 
about  forty  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  the  whole  battalion  was  cap¬ 
tured.  What  few  escaped  was  so  much  scattered  as  to  be  unable  to 
take  any  further  part  in  the  action. 

A  list  of  casualties  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  com¬ 
plete  it.* 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  G.  WILKIE, 

CapUj  Comdg.  Second  Battalion^  Fifth  Artillery  Few  York  Vols. 

Lieut.  I.  0.  i)isos\yAY, 

Aide- de- Camp. 

ADDENDA. 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  25,  1864. 

Lieut.  I.  C.  Bisosway, 

Acting  A8.nstant  Adjutant- O ener al : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Fifth  Artillery  New  York  Volunteers, 
in  the  action  of  October  10,  1864 : 

The  battalion  was  on  i^icket  when  the  attack  was  made,  and  all  taken 
prisoners,  except  a  few  from  the  right  company  and  a  few  who  were 
left  in  camp,  being  unfit  for  duty.  The  offi(*ers  who  escaped  capture 
are  myself,  commanding  battalion.  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Jacobson; 
Lieutenant  Bobbins,  commanding  right  company,  and  Doctor  Bowers, 
surgeon.  What  few  of  the  men  th.at  remained  were  so  much  scattered 
that  at  no  time  during  the  day  could  they  be  made  an  effective  organi¬ 
zation.  I  myself,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to  rally  some  of  the  corps  . 
on  the  pike  and  in  the  woods  on  the  left,  searched  over  the  field,  hoping 
to  find  some  part  of  the  battalion  whicli  1  hoped  had  escaped,  but  found 
none,  but  heard  that  the  colors  and  a  few  men  were  with  the  Tliirty- 
fourth  Massachusetts  at  Newtown.  Went  there,  but  the  men  being 
those  most  unfit  for  duty,  and  the  surgeon  urging  it,  let  them  remain. 
Lieutenant  Bobbins  succeeded  in  collecting  about  sixteen  men  and 
went  into  camp  with  them  with  the  brigade.  Adjutant  Jacobson 
reported  to  Colonel  Tlioburn,  commandiug  First  Division,  and  by  his 
orders  gave  his  attention  to  the  saving  of  the  trains  and  went  with  them 
to  Winchester.  Doctor  Bowers  rendered  assistance  in  the  hospitals 
at  Newtown. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  C.  WILKIE, 
Captain.,  Commanding  Battalion, 


No.  112. 

Beport  of  Capt.  Wilbert  B.  Teters,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  of  operations  October  19. 

Headquarters  HGth  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  21,  1861. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewitli  a  rei)ort  of 
the  i)art  taken  by  my  command  during  the  battle  of  the  Ihtli  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IDth  my  regijnent  held  position  on  the  left  of 
the  First  Brigade  in  the  outer  line  of  breast-works,  on  the  north  side 


The  list  suhsequeutly  forwarded  shows  4  officers  aud  305  men  captured. 
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of  Cedar  Creek.  At  daybreak,  about  4.30  o’clock,  tlie  enemy  attacked 
the  picket-line  on  our  front.  The  regiment  wh s  under  arms  immediately 
and  ready  for  any  emergency.  Shortly  after\yard  the  enemy  charged 
on  the  right  of  the  line,  carrying  the  works  there,  and  gaining  our  right 
flank.  The  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  received  orders  to  close  up  to 
the  right,  which  it  did.  We  were  soon  ordered,  however,  to  move  out 
by  the  left  flank;  we  formed  line  again  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  imme¬ 
diately  behind  the  strip  of  woods  in  which  the  breast- works  were,  the 
enemy  still  pressing  us  closely.  The  whole  brigade  then  fell  back  by 
the  flank,  my  regiment  being  still  on  the  extreme  left.  On  the  brow  of 
the  next  hill  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  by  Lient.  Col.  Thomas  F. 
Wildes,  commanding  brigade,  and  fell  back  in  good  order  until  Ave 
reached  the  hill  on  Avhich  the  Nineteenth  Corps  Avere  in  line,  the  enemy 
still  attemiAting  to  flank  our  column  both  on  the  right  and  left,  and  con¬ 
tinually  harassing  us  with  a  warm  musketry  fire.  Here  we  joined  the 
line  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Division  of  Crook’s  command,  and 
moA^ed  forward  to  the  support  of  a  division  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps, 
which  Avas  hotly  engaged  in  our  front.  My  command  fell  back  again 
with  the  whole  line  and  crossed  to  the  left  of  the  pike,  forming  in  front 
of  a  large  wagon  train  until  the  train  could  have  time  to  move  out. 
The  regiment  then  fell  back  gradually,  forming  line  of  battle  several 
times,  until  it  was  ordered  to  move  Avith  the  brigade  over  to  the  right  of 
the  pike  in  support  of  two  batteries.  At  about  4.30  p.  m.  we  moved 
forward  with  the  line  until  Ave  reached  the  position  where  the  regiment 
is  at  the  present  writing. 

I  neglected  to  state  in  the  proper  connection  that  1  Avas  wounded 
early  in  the  action  in  the  right  shoulder  Avith  a  piece  of  a  shell,  when 
the  command  devolved  upon  Capt.  John  Hull,  of  Company  K. 

The  ofticers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  Avith  praiseworthy 
coolness  and  bravery  throughout  the  many  exciting  changes  of  the  day. 
I  send  you  liereAvith  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  command.* 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TETEliS, 
Captain^  Commanding  RegimenU 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  IIOth  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Cedar  Creeks  Fu.,  October  33,  1864, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade: 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  22d  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  my  officers  did  their  full  duty  during 
the  action  of  the  19th.  After  the  battle  Avasover  every  one  was  with  his 
own  command,  and  had  been  Avitli  some  part  of  his  company  throughout 
the  entire  day.  Tliey  did  all  they  could,  I  am  Avell  satisfied,  to  rally 
their  men  and  to  overcome  the  disaster  of  the  early  part  of  the  battle. 
For  myself,  I  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  Avith  a  piece  of  shell  Avhich 
made  it  necessary  for  me  to  seek  medical  aid,  and  I  returned  on  the 
following  morning  to  my  command. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILBEET  B.  TETEES, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 


*  Embodied  iu  table,  p.  134. 
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No.  113. 


Keport  of  ]\Laj.  Horace  Kellogg^  One  hundred  and  taw7itg-third  Ohio 
In  fantry,  of  operations  October  10. 


Headohakteks  123d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creeh,  Va.,  October  21^  1864. 

1  liave  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  re])ort  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  19th  instant: 

We  were  alarmed  about  4.30  o’clock  in  the  morning  by  picket-firing 
in  our  immediate  front.  The  regiment  was  immediately  tormed  behind 
the  breast-works  which  had  been  constructed  by  us.  After  remaining 
a  short  time  in  line  we  were  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  flank  and 
occupy  the  works  built  by  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery.  We 
had  hardly  got  into  position  before  the  regiments  on  our  riglit  were 
heavily  engaged  and  were  being  driven  back.  After  firing  a  few 
rounds  we  were  ordered  to  move  by  the  left  flank  and  reoccipiy  our 
own  ^7orks.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  again  by  the  left  flank  and 
join  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  already 
moving  out  by  the  left.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were  on  our  right 
flank.  We  formed  line  of  battle  and  retreated  in  as  good  order  as 
possible  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles.  We  then  reformed  in  rear 
of  tlie  Second  Division  of  this  command,  and  remained  in  line  of  bat¬ 
tle  for  about  two  hours.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  across  the  pike,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  We  remained 
in  line  about  one  hour,  and  v/as  then  ordered  to  move  in  line  of  battle 
through  a  iiiece  of  woods  in  our  front.  Finding  no  enemy  we  went 
into  camp  for  the  night. 

A  list  of  casualties  accompanies  tliis  report,  showing  a  loss  of  12  men 
wounded  and  11  missing,  who  are  sup^iosed  to  be  captured  by  the  enemy. 

My  regiment  was  in  line  of  battle  full  half  an  hour  before  the  attack 
was  made  in  the  morning,  and  retreated  in  as  good  order  as  could  be 
expected. 

Very  respectfully, 


HORACE  KELLOGG, 

Major,  Commanding  12Sd  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Lieut.  1.  C.  Discs  WAY, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


A  J)  n  E  N  I)  A. 

Headquarters  123d  Ohio  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creehj  Va.,  October  23,  1864. 

Lieut.  I.  C.  Disosway, 

Aide-de-Camp  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  the  22d  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report: 

During  the  battle  of  the  19th  instant  the  oflicers  of  this  regiment,  I 
am  proud  to  say,  l)ehaved  with  bravery  and  did  all  in  their  power  to 
assist  in  rallying  the  men  after  our  lines  were  broken  and  we  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back.  Lieut.  Elmer  E.  Husted,  in  command  of  Company 
V>,  went  to  the  rear  as  far  as  Winchester,  where  his  company  was  on  duty 
guarding  division  supjhy  train,  and  returned  early  the  next  morning, 

I  am,  respectlhllv,  yours,  Ac., 

HORACE  KELLOGG, 

Major,  Commanding  123d  Ohio  Infantry, 

25  R  R— VOL  XLIII,  ft  1 
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No.  114. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Cot.  John  P.  Linton^  Fifty -fourth  Pennsylvania  Infan 
try,  eommanding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  September  3. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Infantry^  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Summit  Point,  Va.,  September  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant  ;  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following-  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  tlie  Third  Brigade  in  the  late  engagement  near  Berry- 
ville,  on  the  3d  instant: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  contest  the  Eleventh  and  Fifteenth  Begi- 
ments  West  Virginia  Infantry  were  hurriedly  ordered  from  prepara¬ 
tions  for  bivouac,  and  after  some  changes  were,  under  orders  from  the 
division  eommander,  placed — the  Eleventh  partially  deployed  as  skir¬ 
mishers  in  the  woods  at  the  north  (or  right)  side  of  the  pike  from  Berry- 
ville  to  Winchester,  and  the  Fifteenth  in  line  in  a  clump  of  woods  on 
the  south  (or  left)  side  of  the  same,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out  on  the 
front  and  left  flank.  Subsequently  the  iiosition  of  the  Fifteenth  was 
changed,  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  colonel  commanding 
division,  by  advancing  it  about  200  yards  to  a  crest  of  a  hill  in  front 
and  placing  it,  as  I  understand,  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line.  While 
these  disi)ositions  were  being  made  I  learned  that  the  general  com¬ 
manding  had  directed  the  balance  of  the  brigade  To  proceed  to  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  being  separated  as 
indicated,  1  deemed  it  in’oper  to  iwoceed  to  the  right.  I  have  therefore 
no  personal  knowledge  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eleventh  and  Fifteenth 
Eegiments  West  Virginia  Volunteers  in  the  light.  From  the  reports 
of  their  commanders,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer,  it  appears  that  the 
Fifteenth  was  assaulted  in  front  and  on  the  left  flank,  and  after  a  brief 
but  sharp  contest  fell  back  and  formed  in  rear  of  our  battery  on  the 
right  of  the  Winchester  road,”  and  remained  there  until  9  p.  m.  The 
Eleventh  had  been  deployed  about  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  charged 
upon  ”  their  line  and  they  were,  after  some  xiretty  severe  skirmishing,” 
ordered  to  fall  back  upon  their  reserves.  Not  finding  their  reserves,  the 
One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Ohio,  at  the  point  suxiposed,  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  fall  back  until  ‘‘rallied  behind  a  stone  fence  parallel  to  their 
origin alxiosition,  which  xiosition  they  held  till  daylight.”  When  I  arrived 
at  the  right  of  the  line  I  found  the  Twenty- third  Illinois  deployed  as  skir¬ 
mishers  and  the  Fifty -fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Tenth  West 
Virginia  advancing  by  the  flank  to  the  line.  These  regiments  were 
immediately  formed  in  line,  the  reserve  of  the  Twenty- third  Illinois  on 
the  left,  connecting  with  a  brigade  of  Second  Division,  the  Tenth  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  the  center,  and  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the 
right,  being  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  of  battle.  The  ground  in  front 
being  covered  with  thick  undergrowth,  I  strengthened  the  line  of  skir¬ 
mishers  with  one  company  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  and  one  from  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Pen  usylvania  Volunteers,  the  latter  extending  some  distance  to 
the  right  and  protecting  that  flank.  The  fighting  along  this  part  of  the 
line  was  princix)ally  between  the  skirmishers,  no  demonstration  being 
made  by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  though  we  were  xiretty  severely  shelled, 
the  shell  almost  invariably  passed  too  high,  doing  no  damage.  About 
daylight  ihe  Tenth  and  Twenty- third,  by  direction  of  colonel  command¬ 
ing  division,  were  quietly  retired  to  the  new  line,  the  Fifty-fourth  Penn- 
sylvaniaVolunteers  being  left  as  our  advance  picket,  Some  time  aftei^ 
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dawn  the  latter  i-eginient,  hnding  that  the  enemy  had  appeared  on  both 
Hanks  and  that  a  skirmish  line  was  advancing  on  their  front,  wasAvith- 
draAvn  by  its  commander  and  joined  the  balance  of  the  command. 

A  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report.* 

A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jl^O.  r.  LINTOK, 

Lieui.  CoL  Fifty-fourth  Feumylvania  Vols.,  Comdg.  Third  Brig, 
Lieut.  F.  L.  Baleakd, 

Acig.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Dir.,  Dept,  of  West  Virginia. 


N^o.  115. 

Reports  of  Col.  Thomas  M.  Harris,  Tenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  September  19  and  22. 

IIahkisonbuiig,  A"a.,  September  27,  18(71. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Army  of  West 
Virginia,  in  the  battle  near  Winchester,  on  the  19th  instant: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  live  regiments,  viz,  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and 
Fifteenth  West  Virginia,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania,  and  Twenty-third 
Illinois,  commanded  respectively  by  Maj.  H.  H.  Withers,  Lieut.  Col. 
Van  H.  Bukey,  Maj.  J.  W.  Holliday,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Linton,  and 
Capt.  S.  A.  Simison,  and  numbered  1,841  officers  and  enlisted  men  for 
duty.  I  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
commanding  general,  in  the  open  held  in  rear  of  a  wood  into  which  the 
First  Brigade  had  just  been  sent  foiward,  and  in  which  it  Avas  then 
resting.  Having  formed  my  line,  I  threw  it  forward  into  the  woods, 
•under  the  direction  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  diAusion,  being  aided 
very  materially  by  different  members  of  the  colonel’s  staff  as  well  as  by 
my  oAYii,  the  thickness  of  the  Avoods  and  unevenness  of  the  ground 
rendering  it  very  difficult  to  preserve  a  good  line  in  advancing.  Having 
adA^anced  to  near  the  open  ground  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  Avoods,  I 
found  my  command  immediately  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  which 
had  halted  and  Avas  resting.  My  command  did  the  same,  and  upon  a 
short  reconnaissance  1  found  that  the  First  Brigade  had  been  advanced 
so  as  to  form  a  continuation  of  the  line  formed  by  theMiieteenth  Corps, 
and  that  it  thus  occupied  at  that  time  the  right  of  our  line,  the  left  of 
the  First  Brigade  being  a  little  to  the  rear  and  overlapping  somewhat 
the  right  of  tlie  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  Third  Brigade  noAv  occuiiied  a 
position  parallel  to  the  First  ancl  a  feAv  paces  in  its  rear.  Whilst  resting 
here  I  received  an  order  from  the  colonel  commanding  to  throw  my  two 
right  regiments  to  the  rear  in  a  line  perpendicular  to  tlie  line  of  battle,  for 
the  jirotection  of  our  flank,  and  to  have  them  throw  forAAOird  skirmishers 
as  far  as  the  edge  of  a  small  creek  or  slough  that  bounded  our  right  flank, 
and  Avas  at  the  .same  time  informed  that  Colonel  Wells,  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Massachusetts,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  had  been  ordered 
to  throAv  a  regiment  to  the  rear  in  like  manner  on  his  right,  AAuth 
Avhich  my  two  regiments  VTiuld  connect  and  form  a  continuous  line. 
Colonel  Duval,  of  the  Ninth  West  Virginia,  commanding  the  Second 
Division,  avIio  had  formed  his  command  in  t.wo  lines  in  my  rear  at  my 
tirst  formation  in  the  field,  1  noAV  found  had  throAvn  his  command  across 

^  Shows  6  men  killed,  29  men  wounded,  audf>  men  cg^ptured  or  missing;  total  41, 
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tlie  slough  above  referred  to,  and  by  deployment  of  his  command 
formed  a  continuation  of  our  lines  on  our  right  on  the  opposite  side. 
The  First  Division  was  now  ordered  to  charge,  and  at  once  both  the 
First  and  the  Third  Brigades  moved  forward  in  fine  style,  clearing  the 
woods  and  emerging  with  hearty  cheers  into  the  open  field  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  who,  on  this  part  of  the  field,  occupied  a  stone  wall  some  300 
yards  distant  in  our  immediate  front  and  a  wood  on  our  left  flank. 
Our  lines  pressed  forward  with  irresistible  impetuosity',  dislodged  the 
enemy  and  occupied  the  wall  and  the  woods.  I  had  sent  my  aide-de- 
camp,  Lieut.  W.  H.  11.  King,  of  tlie  Eleventh  W est  Virginia,  on  receiving 
the  first  order  to  charge,  to  the  right  of  my  command  to  bring  up  the 
two  regiments  that  had  been  bent  to  the  rear  into  line,  and  then  bring 
them  forward,  and  as  soon  as  I  saw  that  that  portion  of  my  line  front¬ 
ing  the  enemy  (consisting  of  the  Tenth  West  Virginia,  Fifty-fourth 
Pennsylvania,  and  Fifteenth  West  Virginia)  were  going  forward  gal¬ 
lantly  in  the  open  ground  I  went  to  the  right  to  aid  Lieutenant  King  in 
bringing  up  my  riglit  regiments  that  had  been  thus  left  in  the  rear,  and 
found  that,  in  addition  to  the  Eleventh  West  Virginia  and  Twenty- third 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  Fifteenth  was  still  in  the  woods,  and  that  the 
First  Brigade  had  also  left  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  behind  in  a 
similar  manner.  These  regiments  and  part  of  a  regiment  were  still  in 
the  Avoods,  which,  at  this  part  of  my  line,  ranforAvard  between  the  field 
and  creek  or  slough  above  referred  to  to  a  distance  of  half  a  mile. 
Feeling  the  importance  of  keeping  up  a  connection  between  my  right  and 
Colonel  Duvafs  left,  I  now  threw  tliis  portion  of  my  command  forward, 
through  the  woods,  my  right  SAveeping  the  edge  of  the  slough.  The 
woods  being  brushy  and  the  ground  difficult  I  had  some  difficulty  in 
getting  my  subordinate*  officers  to  understand  the  movement  which  I 
desired  them  to  make,  as  AA^ell  as  in  adA^ancing  this  portion  of  my  line 
after  my  Avishes  were  understood.  And  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
valuable  assistance  Avhich  I  received  in  this  portion  of  my  task  from 
Lieutenants  Hornbrook  and  Ballard,  of  the  division  staff,  as  also  from 
my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  King.  I  here  found  that  the  slough, 
which  some  little  distance  to  my  front  bent  round  to  my  right  in  front 
of  Colonel  Duval,  so  that  it  had  to  be  crossed  by  him,  was  nearly  im¬ 
passable,  and  that  large  portions  of  his  command  were  returning  along 
its  side,  looking  for  a  place  at  which  they  could  cross,  which  they  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  where  1  AAms  then  advancing,  and  having  recrossed, 
they  at  once  formed  line  and  came  up  in  my  rear.  Having  extricated 
my  command  from  the  AAmods,  and  finding  nothing  in  my  immediate 
front,  supposing  it  had  been  swept  OA^er  by  Colonel  Duval  AAuth  that 
portion  of  his  command  which  had  succeeded  in  effecting  a  crossing  on 
my  right,  I  made  a  left  wheel,  and  quickly  came  up  on  to  the  plain 
in  front  of  the  enemy’s  left,  finding  nothing  supporting  me  on  my 
right,  in  continuation  of  my  line,  but  grouiis  of  soldiers  scattered  over 
the  field,  adA  ancing  as  they  could  from  one  cover  to  another  these  all 
being  in  advance  of  me.  I  iioaa^  found  that  the  First  Brigade,  Avith  the 
exception  before  mentioned,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts,  AAiiich 
Avas  with  me,  and  that  portion  of  the  Tliird  that  advanced  through  the 
field  on  the  first  order  to  charge,  were  occupying  positions  on  my  left, 
and  in  advance,  and  that  the  effect  of  our  combined  movements  had  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  deployment  which  placed  that  portion  of  my  command,  and  of 
others,  which  I  had  brought  from  tlie  woods,  on  the  right  of  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade.  I  Avas  noAV  fairly  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  left,  from  Avhoni  1  receKed 
a  terrible  storm  of  shot  and  shell  5  nevertheless,  I  was  able  to  advance 
my  command  in  tolerable  order  to  a  position  about  150  paces  to  the  rear 
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of  a  prolongation  of  our  lines  in  advance,  Avliick  now  enjoyed  the  cover 
of  the  woods  and  in  the  open  ground  of  a  stone  wall.  The  wall,  how¬ 
ever,  stopped  short  in  my  immediate  front,  and  my  men  could  get  no 
coA^er  except  that  afforded  by  inequalities  of  the  ground  and  by  scat¬ 
tering  rocks  and  trees.  The  enemy’s  artillery  had  now  gotten  my 
exact  range  and  was  throwing  shells  rapidly  and  with  terrible  effect. 
1  was  at  the  same  time  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry  at  good 
range.  My  command  was  compelled  to  seek  shelter  wherever  it  could  be 
found,  but  nobly  maintained  its  ground.  I  was  here  joined  by  Lieut.  O. 
P.  Boughner,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  who  had  accompanied 
my  left  through  all  its  various  changes,  and  from  him  received  very 
Amluable  assistance  in  holding  my  x)osition.  I  was  also  joined  here  by 
Colonel  Duval,  whose  x>resence  and  counsel  assured  both  myself  and 
my  command  very  greatly.  With  the  aid  of  Colonel  Duval  and  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Boughner,  Hornbrook,  and  Ballard,  and  other  officers,  the  men 
were  encouraged  to  go  forward  singly  and  in  squads,  from  one  cover  to 
another,  acting  as  sharpshooters.  This  had  a  marked  effect  in  slack¬ 
ening  the  enemy’s  fire,  particularly  that  of  his  artillery.  The  colonel 
commanding  now  made  his  appearance  on  this  part  of  the  field,  and 
superintended  all  subsequent  operations.  Here  Colonel  Duval  and 
Lieutenant  Boughner  each  received  disabling  wounds  and  were  carried 
off'  the  field.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Linton,  commanding  Fifty-fourth 
Pennsylvania,  was  seA^erely  wounded  a  little  on  my  left,  and  had  to 
retire.  At  this  juncture  our  cavalry,  Avhich  had  occupied  a  command¬ 
ing  position  on  our  right,  made  a  most  gallant  charge,  SAveeping  across 
the  plain  occupied  by  the  enemy,  dashing  amongst  them  everywhere, 
routing  and  capturing  as  they  Avent.  In  this  charge  a  large  number 
of  prisoners  Avere  brought  out.  The  enemy  again  attempted  to  rally, 
especially  around  his  guns,  but  our  lines,  having  taken  advantage  of 
the  confusion  created  by  the  charge  of  our  cavalry,  advanced  rai)idly 
and  quickly  had  possession  of  his  guns  and  put  a  stop  to  his  last  show 
of  resistance.  I  now  collected  together  what  I  could  of  my  command 
and  advanced  in  line,  throwing  forward  skirmishers  as  far  as  the  fort 
on  the  ridge  north  of  the  town,  when,  under  the  direction  of  the  general 
commanding,  1  changed  my  direction,  swept  the  ridges  on  the  Avestern 
edge  of  the  town,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Mill  Creek,  south  of  the 
town,  Avhere  I  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

My  losses  in  this  engagement  Avere  quite  severe,  as  will  appear  from 
the  accompanying  list  of  casualties.*  They  are  also  very  unequally 
proportioned  amongst  the  different  regiments,  the  Tenth  West  Virginia 
having  suffered  very  nearly  one-half  of  the  casualties  of  the  brigade. 
This  Avas  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  occupied  the  left  of  my  line,  and  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  at  close  range  from  a  AAmod  on  my 
left  as  it  advanced.  Here  Captain  EAving,  commanding  Company  G  of 
the  Tenth,  fell;  also  Lieutenant  McCollum,  acting  adjutant  of  the  same 
regiment. 

I  have  only  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  my  command,  both  of  officers 
and  men,  Avas  eminently  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  M.  HAPRIS, 

Colonel  Tenth  West  Virginia^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  F.  L.  Ballard, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  I)iv.,  Army  of  West  Virginia. 

Einl)()<lic<l  ill  table,  p.  115. 
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llARRisoNBURa,  Ya.,  September  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Army  of  AVest  A^ir- 
ginia,  in  the  action  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  on  the  22d  instant: 

The  Third  Brigade  (consisting  of  the  Tentli  West  A^irginia,  Maj.  II. 
H.  Withers^  Eleventh  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Yau  H.  Bukey;  Fif¬ 
teenth  West  Virginia,  Maj.  J.  W.  Holliday;  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania, 
Maj.  E.  D.  Yutzy,  and  Twenty-third  Illinois,  Capt.  S.  A.  Simison)  num¬ 
bered  on  that  occasion  1,405  officers  and  men  for  duty.  The  First 
Division  on  that  day  was  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Second  and  the 
Third  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  First.  The  Second  being  absent,  my 
X)osition  was  thus  on  the  left  of  our  lines.  The  command  being  formed 
in  two  lines,  the  aggressive  movement  was  initiated  by  a  detour  of  two 
or  three  miles  through  woods  and  ravines  to  gain  a  position  in  the 
dense  woods  on  the  side  of  I^orth  Mountain,  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy’s 
works,  unobserved  by  him.  Just  before  reaching  the  desired  point  a 
l)ortion  of  our  lines  became  exposed  to  his  view  in  passing  across  a 
narrow  strip  of  open  ground,  and  was  at  once  opened  uj^on  by  his  artil¬ 
lery  with  some  effect.  We  were  still  moving  by  the  flank,  and  pressed 
rapidly  forward  until  our  right  rested  clearly  in  rear  of  his  Avorks, 
when  Ave  came  at  once  to  a  front  and  charged  rapidly  down  the  side  of 
the  mountain.  The  charge  was  made  in  gallant  style,  accompanied  by 
deafening  cheers  and  a  ra^iid  discharge  of  musketry  at  the  onset.  So 
sudden,  unexiiected,  and  demonstrative  was  this  charge,  and  so  fairly 
directed  against  the  enemy’s  flank,  that  he  was  at  once  stricken  Avith 
terror,  and  that  portion  of  his  infantry  stationed  on  his  left  and  near  to 
us  fled  at  the  first  discharge  of  arms  and  cheer  from  our  men,  and  by 
their  confused  and  rapid  flight  carried  panic  and  consternation  with 
them  as  they  went.  Our  rax)idly  advancing  lines  became  constantly  more 
and  more  confused  by  the  men  of  the  rear  line,  who  were  xiossessed  of 
the  most  i)hysical  strength,  courage,  and  activity,  x)ressing  forward  into 
the  front  line;  the  men  of  my  command  becoming  thus  mingled  Avith 
those  of  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Wells),  and  finally  the  officers  and 
men  of  this  character  throughout  the  entire  command  had  the  advance 
and  quickly  planted  our  flag  and  had  possession  of  the  guns  on  the  left 
of  the  enemy’s  xiosition ;  but  without  pausing  or  giving  him  time  to  rally 
or  change  his  front,  they  continued  to  x)i‘^ss  forward  in  the  manner 
aboA^e  described,  taking  xiosition  after  x)osition  and  caxituring  guns  at 
each,  until  he  was  finally  driven  in  confusion  from  the  wliole  of  his 
long  line  of  works  and  comx)letely  routed,  our  x)ursuit  only  terminating 
Avith  the  coming  of  darkness,  the  charge  having  been  made  after  4 
X).  m.,  and  our  men  having  x^assed  rapidly  over  hill  and  hollow, 
through  woods  and  open  ground  for  a  distance  of  three  or  four  miles. 
During  the  greater  xiortion  of  this  time  I  was  engaged  in  urging  for¬ 
ward  the  more  timid  and  weak,  and  driving  from  cover  the  cowardly, 
that  I  might  thus  maintain  a  reserve  for  the  suxix^oi’t  of  the  brave  fellows 
who  had  gone  forward,  in  the  event  of  their  lieing  brought  to  a  stand 
or  meeting  with  a  reiiulse.  Consequently,  I  cannot  sx^eak  from  x)ersonal 
observation,  except  in  general  terms,  of  the  valiant  conduct  of  that  por¬ 
tion  of  my  command  which  was  with  our  advance.  I  only  know  that 
the  color- sergeant  of  the  Tenth  West  Virginia  claims  to  haAm  been  the 
first  to  x^lant  our  flag  on  the  enemy’s  works,  and  that  he  seems  to  be  well 
sux)X)orted  in  this  claim  by  his  comrades  Axho  stood  by  his  side,  and  that 
the  Twenty-third  Illinois  and  Eleventh  AA^est  Virginia  brought  out  each 
a  battle-flag.  Many  also  of  my  officers  and  men  from  the  various  regi¬ 
ments  chiim  to  have  (‘aiffured  guns  as  they  advanced. 
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The  coudiict  of  my  commaiul,  both  of  officers  and  men,  was  in  the  main 
very  satisfactory,  but  that  of  a  large  portion  of  it,  including  nearly  if 
not  quite  all  my  officers,  was  above  all  praise. 

My  losses  in  this  affiair  were  very  slight,  as  Avill  appear  from  the 
accompanying  list  of  casualties,*  but  many  of  the  wounds  are  of  a 
severe  character,  having  been  made  by  shells. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  HARKIS, 

Colonel  Tenth  ^¥efit  Virginia^  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Lieut,  r.  L.  Ballard, 

Acting  Assistemt  Adjutant-Generalj  First  Division. 


No.  IIG. 

Deport  of  Capt.  John  Suter,  Fifty -fourth  Penns  ylvania  Infantry  ^  of 
operations  Octoher  ..19. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-fot  rtii  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creehy  Fu.,  Octoher  1864. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  asking  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  tlie  Fifty- fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the 
action  of  the  19th  of  October,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  before  daylight,  when  I  was  first 
apiuised  of  j)icket- firing'  in  our  front,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  turn 
out  under  arms,  which  was  done  by  the  companies  forming  in  their 
quarters  and  afterward  marching  up  to  the  breast- work  in  our  front. 
Before  the  line  could  be  properly  formed  the  enemy,  apparently  in  a 
mass,  were  observed  advancing  along  the  whole  front  and  already  at 
the  abatis.  My  regiment  opened  and  maintained  a  fire  until  the  enemy 
getting  in  our  rear  from  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of  works,  were 
compelled  to  fall  back  to  avoid  capture,  and  in  so  doing  some  24  were 
taken  prisoners,  2  killed,  and  5  wounded.  As  there  was  no  order  given 
to  fall  back,  a  portion  of  tlie  regiment  was  rallied  at  the  skirt  of  the 
woods  in  the  camx),  and  disputed  the  advance  of  the  enemy  for  a  time, 
during  which  Lieut.  Joseph  Peck,  acting  adjutant,  was  killed  while 
urging  the  men  to  their  duty.  Arriving  on  the  turnpike  the  regiment 
was  partly  rallied  with  the  colors  and  formed  with  a  portion  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps,  after  Avhich  it  moved  back  to  a  x^oint  in  rear  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  where  a  detachment  of  a  few  hundred  of  different  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  were  rallied,  after  which  it  moved 
forward  with  said  detachment  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  skirt  of 
woods,  driving  him  out  and  holding  it  for  nearly  one  hour,  in  which  one 
man  was  severely  wounded.  Afterward  again  moved  back  with  the 
detachment  to  a  new  i)osition  in  rear  of  tlie  Sixth  Corps.  After  this, 
tlie  respective  brigades  and  divisions  being  again  reformed,  my  regi¬ 
ment  conformed  to  the  movements  of  its  own  brigade  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  day,  Avhich  was  that  of  a  reserve  and  support  to  artil¬ 
lery,  until  evening,  when  it  advanced  with  the  Avhole  line  to  Cedar 
Creek,  going  into  bivouac  on  nearly  the  same  ground  occupied  before. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

.JOHN  SITTER, 

Capt.^  Comdg  Fifty-fourth  l^ennsylvania.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Col.  Milton  Wells, 

Comdg.  Third  Brig.^  First  Div.y  Army  of  West  Yirginia. 

*  Einl)()(lie<l  in  tabln,  j).  ]2r». 
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.1  I)  J)  E  X  DA. 

Hdoks.  Fifty-foukth  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creelx,  P«.,  October  24^  186'i. 

Col.  Milton  Wells, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  witli  your  order  calling  for  a  report  of  the 
conduct  of  officers  on  the  19th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following : 

There  were  no  commissioned  officers  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry  went  to  Winchester.  Captains  Davis  and  Long 
and  Lieutenant  Dunlap  were  with  me  throughout  the  entire  day  with 
the  regiment.  Captain  Moulton  and  Lieutenants  Rehr,  Gageby,  Trout¬ 
man,  and  McCracken  were  on  different  iiarts  of  the  field  with  squads 
of  men  of  this  and  other  regiments  of  our  brigade,  doing  service  partly 
Avith  the  Mneteenth  Corps,  and  joined  their  regiment  in  the  afternoon 
and  evening  of  the  same  day.  This  accounts  for  all  the  officers  for 
duty  in  this  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SUTFR, 

Ca2)tain,  Comdg.  Fiftif-fonrih  Bennsylvanut  Volunteer  Infantru. 


No.  117. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Henry  H.  Withers^  Tenth  Went  Virgmia  Infant  rip  of 

operations  October  7.9. 

Headquarters  Tenth  AYest  Virginia  A^olunteers, 

Cedar  Creelp  October  25^  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  statement  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Tenth  AVest  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the 
late  action  with  Confederate  forces  under  General  Early  on  the  19th 
instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  was  very  restless  from  some  cause,  and 
rose  much  earlier  in  the  morning  than  usual;  had  taken  my  seat  in  my 
tent  (about  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  part  of  the  fortifications  occupied 
by  my  regiment)  and  commenced  eating  my  breakfast,  when  I  heard 
several  shots  fired  in  tolerably  quick  succession;  thought,  however, 
the  pickets  were  disturbed  by  some  unimportant  event,  until  I  heard  a 
Amlley  fired  apparently  from  the  left,  Avhere  the  Second  Division  Avere 
fortified;  then  almost  immediately  I  heard  a  volley  from  our  part  of 
the  fortifications  (the  part  occupied  by  Third  Brigade,  First  Division), 
Avhen,  leaving  my  breakfast,  I  ran  up  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  line, 
Avhere  I  encountered  an  enfilading  fire  from  my  left,  and  found  the  men 
of  my  regiment  throAving  themselves  doAvn  in  the  trenches  and  hurry¬ 
ing  into  the  works.  On  iiassing  around  outside  the  breast- Avorks  a 
short  distance  I  found  the  enemy  occupied  the  works,  and  the  EleA^enth 
and  Fifteenth  Virginia  on  my  left  apparently  confused.  Seeing  I  could 
not  fire  to  the  left  for  our  oaa  n  men,  I  ordered  the  right  captain  to  bring 
his  command  out  of  the  trenches  by  the  right  fiank,  and  the  men  of 
the  regiment,  Avith  others  intermixed,  began  to  obey  the  order,  when  from 
the  left  came  an  order  from  some  one  to  halt.  I  immediately  stopped 
the  further  Avithdrawal  of  the  men,  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall, 
commanding  the  regiment,  arrived  ami  asked  me  Avhat  to  do.  I  thought 
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I  understood  the  predicaineut  and  told  Iiiin  we  must  withdraw  to  where 
we  could  do  something,  and  he  agreed  to  it,  and  carried  out  the  order 
first  given  to  withdraw.  The  regiment  then  marched  double-quick  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill  below  fortifications,  where  it  Avas  formed  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  a  favorable  position  to  await  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ;  find¬ 
ing,  however,  all  the  other  troops  had  Avithdrawn  and  were  out  of  sight, 
the  regiment  was  then  ordered  right  about  and  commenced  a  rapid 
retreat.  Finding  we  were  flanked  all  along  down  on  our  right  and 
subject  to  a  heavy  fire,  we  bore  to  the  left  and  fell  back  upon  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps,  with  which  the  regiment  co-operated  in  checking 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  By  this  time  the  regiment  was  very  much 
broken  and  scattered,  and  myself  entirely  exhausted  and  unable  to 
walk,  I  loosed  an  old  horse,  and  by  the  assistance  of  a  friend  made  my 
way  back  until  I  found  a  small  squad  making  a  stand  opposite  lower 
end  of  AliddletoAvn.  Here  I  stopped  and  aided  in  stopping  stragglers, 
until  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  arrived. 
We  were  not  actively  engaged  in  any  other  part  of  the  operations  of 
the  day. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  H.  WITHERS, 

Major  Tenth  West  Virginia  Vol.  Infantrg^  Conidg.  liegiment. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  King, 

*  Aetg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Infantry  Division. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Tenth  West  Virginia  Volunteers, 

Cedar  Creeh,  October  23,  1864. 

Lieut.  William  H.  H.  King, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division: 

Lieutenant:  In  obedience  to  circular  order  dated  headquarters 
Third  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division,  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  22, 
1864,  requiring  a  statement  respecting  the  conduct  of  officers  of  the 
difterent  regiments  of  the  brigade,  in  the  late  battle  of  the  19th  instant, 

I  have  the  honor  to  state:  That  Lieut.  Col.  M.  S.  Hall  was  in  command 
of  the  Tenth  West  Virginia  and  I  was  acting  in  my  legitimate  capacity 
as  major  of  the  regiment.  OAving  to  the  suddenness  of  the  surprise  I’ 
was  left  without  a  horse,  and,  from  the  distance  the  regiment  retreated, 

I  Avas  completely  exhausted,  and  was  taken  by  the  lieutenant-colonel 
commanding  to  the  top  of  the  hill  on  Avhich  the  Nineteenth  Corps  Avas 
encamped,  from  Avhich  point  I  made  my  way  to  the  rear  AAuth  the  mass 
that  seemed  to  be  making  in  that  direction,  and  by  the  assistance  of  an 
old  horse,  led  by  Caifiain  Williamson,  succeeded  in  getting  to  the  rear 
until  I  saAv  the  first  squad  who  had  determined  to  make  a  stand, 
and  there  I  stopped  and  aided  in  collecting  stragglers.  I  Avas  thus 
prevented  from  seeing  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  after 
the  regiment  became  scattered  and  broken.  Up  to  this  time  all  seemed 
to  do  their  duty  alike.  I  know  of  but  two  officers  of  the  regiment  who 
AA^ent  far  to  the  rear,  one  was  Lieut.  Thomas  Hess,  who  was  excused 
from  duty  by  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  and  the  other,  Lieut.  I.  C. 
Burbridge,  Company  A,  both  of  Avhom  got  as  far  as  Winchester,  Va., 
and  returned  to  the  regiment  the  folio Aving  morning.  The  history  of 
Lieutenant  Burbridge  is  as  follows:  Being  left  sick  at  Summit  Point, 
W.  Va.,  on  the  19th  of  September,  and  afterwards  on  the  21st  of  same 
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moutli  excused  by  brigade  Surgeon  Gaus  for  twenty  days,  remaiued 
in  hospital  at  Winchester,  Ya.,  until  the  13th  instant,  at  which  time  he 
returned  to  the  regiment,  and  on  the  14th  reported  for  duty  with  his 
regiment.  1  make  this  statement  in  order  to  do  full  justice  to  all. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  H.  WITHERS, 

Major ^  Commandin/j  Regiment. 


No.  118. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Van  H.  Bulxey,  Eleventh  Wefit  Yirginm  Infantry^ 
of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry  Yols., 

Cedar  CreelCj  Va.,  October  25^  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant: 

Near  5  a.  m.  the  firing  on  the  left  alarmed  my  camp,  and  the  men 
were  quickly  in  line  under  arms  at  the  works  immediately  to  the  left 
of  the  battery,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  the  Army  of  West 
Virginia.  When  I  arrived  at  the  works  I  found  some  of  my  men  firing 
to  the  front,  and  fearing  injury  to  some  of  our  own  command  in  front, 
and  seeing  no  enemy  there  at  that  time,  1  ordered  them  to  cease  firing. 
1  had  not  passed  from  the  left  to  right  of  my  regiment,  however,  before 
the  Fifteenth  West  Virginia,  immediately  on  my  left,  fell  back  from  the 
works,  and  my  flank  received  a  pretty  severe,  but,  owing  to  fog  and 
darkness,  not  accurate  fire.  My  regiment  then  gave  way  by  companies 
from  the  left,  obliquing  to  the  right  and  rear  down  the  hill.  We 
assisted,  however,  in  running  some  (I  think  five)  of  the  pieces  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  above  named  to  the  rear,  whence  they  were  taken  off.  I  did  not 
succeed  in  forming  my  regiment  until  we  had  crossed  the  ravine  toward 
the  turnpike,  when  I  formed  a  perfect  line  and  remained  in  that  position 
a  short  time.  Being  left  separated  from  my  brigade,  and  hearing  firing 
almost  directly  in  my  rear,  I  moved  by  right  of  companies  to  rear  ” 
through  the  woods,  where,  finding  I  was  in  great  danger  of  being  cut  off* 
(the  rebels  having  the  hill  commancling  the  turnpike  from  the  creek  north¬ 
ward),  I  formed  columns  and  filed  my  command  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the 
works  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  I  am  satisfied  that  had  I  been  a  few  min¬ 
utes  later  my  command  would  have  been  cut  off.  I  had  taken  this  posi¬ 
tion  but  a  short  time  when  our  left  was  attacked,  and  a  staff  officer  (I 
think  of  the  Nineteenth  Coi  ps)  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  rear,  changing 
front  forward  on  left  company.  I  had  faced  my  command  to  the  left, 
when  all  in  front  of  ns  broke,  and  my  command  was  carried  with  the 
press  in  confusion  toward  the  stone  house  now  used  as  General  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  headquarters.  A  few  of  my  command  returned  to  the  breast¬ 
works,  but  as  they  were  otherwise  deserted  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  them.  My  command  being  from  this  time  so  scattered  I  cannot 
say  that  it  took  part  as  a  command  in  the  subsequent  action  of  the 
forenoon.  1  exerted  myself  to  reorganize,  and  whenever  1  found  officers 
of  my  command,  directed  them  to  retain  all  inen  of  the  regiment  with 
whom  they  could  meet  and  rally  on  General  Crook’s  flag.  I  succeeded 
in  rallying  most  of  the  regiment,  when  the  brigade  was  formed  in  rear 
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of  the  iSixtli  Corps,  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  moved  Avith  the  bri¬ 
gade  to  tlie  position  on  the  high  ground  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and 
advanced  to  our  present  position  with  our  armj^  in  the  evening. 

I  have  in  another  report  spoken  lAarticularly  in  reference  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  of  iny  command. 

T  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

YAK  H.  BUKEY, 

JAtuteuant- Colonel j  Conidg.  Eleveiifh  West  Yirgkiia  Volunteers. 

I  Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  King, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. \ 


A  D  DTJND  A. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry^  Yols., 

Cedar  CreelCj  la.,  October  24 j  1864. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  King, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Third  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division: 

Lieutenant  :  Being  in  receipt  of  a  circular  from  your  headquarters, 
directing  that  regimental  commanders  furnish  a  report  of  the  conduct 
of  their  subordinate  officers  on  the  occasion  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  comply  with  the  requirement,  as  follows : 

Major  Sim^ison,  though  quite  unwell,  was  with  the  command,  and 
performed  his  duties  throughout.  Captain  Cummings,  Conqiany  A; 
Captain  Clammer  and  Lieutenant  Ferrel,  Company  C ;  Lieutenant  Core, 
ComxiauyD;  Captain  Stoddard  and  Lieutenant  Collett,  ConqianyF; 
Lieutenant  Elkins,  Conqiany  G;  Lieutenant  Holt,  Company  H;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lytle,  Company  I,  and  Lieutenants  Poling  and  Biley,  Company 
K,  Avere  all  Avith  their  commands  until  the  regiment  Avas  disorganized  by 
being  forced  back  Avitli  and  becoming  mixed  with  the  left  of  the  Mne- 
teenth  Coiqis,  and  all  Avere  Avith  the  command  when  I  succeeded  in 
assembling  it  again.  Captain  Myers,  Comjiany  B,  Avas  not  thus  with 
it.  He  says  he  was  sick,  and  I  found  him  quite  sick  the  succeeding 
day  (in  the  evening).  In  case  of  Lieutenant  Park,  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  I  have,  in  obedience  to  an  order  received,  forwarded  a  s^iecial 
report  to  division  headquarters.  Lieut.  Levi  Canqibell,  jr..  Company 
1),  acting  adjutant,  Avas  Avith  the  command  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
Avhen  I  x^ermitted  him,  with  Captain  Parriott,  Comxiany  H,  to  remain 
behind.  They  were  evidently  unable  to  xu’oceed  Avith  the  command,  the 
former  being  dismounted.  Cax^t.  H.  B.  King,  Conqiany  I,  had  a  sur¬ 
geon’s  xiass  and  Avent  to  Winchester.  He  had  just  returned  from  a  sick 
leaYm,  and  v/ as  not  yet  reported  for  duty;  nor  is  he  so  rexiorted  yet. 
Lieut.  Philix)  F.  Poe,  Comxiatfy  E,  Avent  to  Winchester.  I  called  upon 
him  for  an  explanation  and  he  states,  that  upon  the  command  becom¬ 
ing  confused  he  retired  to  the  line  of  stragglers  being  halted,  or  near 
it,  when  an  officer  with  colonePs  uniform  ordered  him  to  take  charge 
of  some  men  of  different  commands,  and  with  them  guard  a  train  to  the 
rear.  He  went  beyond  KeAAdown,  and  fell  in  with  Colonel  Curtis, 
Twelfth  West  Virginia,  avIio  ordered  him  to  the  command  of  some  sick 
men,  whom  he  took  to  Winchester.  Leaving  them  there,  I  think  with 
the  provost-marshal,  he  returned  Avitli  Colonel  Curtis  to  this  x^l^ice. 
Caxitain  Stoddard,  Company  F,  Avas  Avounded.  Captain  Young,  Com¬ 
pany  C,  Avas  with  his  command  in  the  works.  He  afterward  Avent  to 
the  rear,  and  rex^orts  that  he  Avas  run  over  and  crippled.  The  surgeon 
rexiorts  having  given  him  -a  pass  near  Middletown.  Second  Lieut. 
William  G.  McDaidel,  Conqiany  G,  aauis  not  Avith  his  command  after  it 
was  formed  in  the  Kineteenth  (ffirps  Avorks,  and,  although  I  asked  (hq)- 
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taiu  Youug“  for  it  two  days  ago,  1  liave  as  yet  uo  explanation.  8ome 
of  the  absent  officers  named  above  have  acted  well  in  previous  engage¬ 
ments.  I  noticed  particularly  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Mc¬ 
Daniel,  of  Company  G,  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  Not  knowing  what  evidence  to 
call  upon  in  reference  to  the  above  facds^  I  can  only  take  officers’  state¬ 
ments.  After  we  were  driven  from  the  works  of  the  Nineteenth  (^.orps, 
and  until  the  command  was  again  formed  about  noon,  I  must  confess 
I  did  not  know  where  my  whole  command  was.  To  that  point  we  Avere 
in  good  order,  the  command  marching  through  the  Avoods  nearest  the 
ford  ‘‘ by  right  of' companies  to  the  rear.”  HoAvever,  in  riding  along  the 
lines,  front  and  rear,  I  found  those  officers  Avhose  names  I  first  men¬ 
tioned  on  several  jmrts  of  the  field,  each  with  a  detachment  of  the  com¬ 
mand.  I  instructed  them  that  Avhen  they  met  others  to  keep  them 
together,  and  that  when  tAA  o  such  detachments  met  they,  too,  should 
remain  together.  The  officers  A^ery  efficiently  obeyed,  and  Avhen  our 
corps  advanced  in  the  evening  I  had  thus  succeeded  in  again  having 
the  most  of  my  regiment  together. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VAN  H.  BUKEY^, 

JAeutenant- Colonel^  (Jimnnanding  Regiment. 


No.  119. 

Report  of  Moj.  John  W.  Holliday.,  Fifteenth,  West  Virginia  Infantry,  of 
opefaiions  fieptemher 

Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  West  Y'irginia  Infantry  Vols., 

Summit  Point,  September  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  Avitli  instructions  received  from  head¬ 
quarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Department  of  West  Virginia, 
requiring  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  command  in  the  late  action 
near  Berry ville,  Va.,  I  haA^'e  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  instant  the  regiment  received  orders  to  move,  and  left  camp 
near  CliarlestoAvn,  Y"a.,  and  proceeded  to  Berry  ville  and  Avent  into 
camp.  At  d  p.  m.  received  orders  to  fall  in  for  action,  and  proceeded 
out  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  road,  half  a  mile/  west  of  the 
former  place,  and  under  instructions  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Linton, 
commanding  brigade,  took  position  in  line  of  battle  immediately  south 
of  the  road,  and  deployed  Company  B  in  front  and  Company  K  on  the 
left  flank  as  skirmishers.  At  5.30  p.  m.,  under  orders  from  division 
commander,  the  regiment  advanced  200^  yards  and  eight  or  ten  yards 
in  rear  of  our  skirmishers  and  under  co\w  of  a  small  ridge.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  enemy  assaulted  our  line  in  front  and  on  the  left  flank, 
and  after  a  brief  but  sharp  contest  Ave  fell  back  and  formed  in  rear  of 
our  battery  on  the  right  of  the  Winchester  road,  and  remained  there 
until  9  ]).  m.,  when  General  Crook  ordered  the  regiment  to  report  to 
Colonel  Thoburn;  but  not  knoAving  the  whereabouts  of  the  First 
Division  Ave  formed  in  rear  ot  the  Second  Division,  and  remained  under 
arms  until  daylight  of  the  4th  instant. 

We  lost  4  killed  (2  corporals  and  2  ])i Wales),  19  Avounded,  and  5 
missing. 

VerA'  res])ectfullAq  ♦fee., 

J.  W.  HOLLIDAY, 

Major  Fifteenth  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry. 

Lieut.  O.  r.  Boitgiiner, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sd  Frig.,  1st  Fir.,  Dept,  of  11  .  Va. 
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Ko.  120. 


Iicpoyt  of  Col.  Milfon  Wells^  Fifteenth  Went  Virginia  lufantrjfj  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  19. 

HdoivS.  Thikd  Bkigade,  First  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oetoher  25,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Fifteenth  Kegiment  West  Virginia  Infantry  during  tlie  engagement  of 
the  19th  instant : 

Between  the  hours  of  5  and  6  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  action 
my  command  was  in  line  of  battle  in  the  breast- works  in  front  of  my 
camp,  at  whicli  time  the  enemy  were  observed  approaching  in  force 
within  a  few  rods  of  our  works.  I  gave  the  order  to  hre,  which  was 
kept  uj)  until  we  were  co]n])letely  outranked  by  the  enemy  on  our  left. 
I  here  lost  several  enlisted  men  killed,  wounded,  and  captured.  On 
falling  back  I  reformed  a  portion  of  my  command  in  rear  of  the  original 
line  of  works  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps;  said  corps  giving  way, 
my  command  was  scattered  somewhat,  but  afterward  were  collected  in 
squads,  and  about  12  o’clock  the  larger  part  of  the  command  were  re- 
forjned  in  line  with  other  portions  of  the  Third  Brigade,  the  brigade 
being  in  line  with  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  from  which  posi¬ 
tion  we  moved  to  the  left  with  the  Army  of  We-st  Virginia  as  a  reserve 
and  support  to  a  battery.  About  5  p.  ]n.  Ave  Avere  ordered  to  advance, 
which  Avas  done  in  good  order,  but  not  Avithout  a  loss  in  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  my  only  field  officer,  and  a  portion  of  the  line  officers, 
I  cannot  commend  A^ery  highly;  but  the  conduct  of  some  of  them  is 
commendable,  especially  that  of  Captain  Gandjq  of  Company  E,  Captain 
McCaskey,  of  Company  C,  Captain  Porter  and  Lieutenant  Lazear,  of 
Company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Powers,  of  Company  B.  The  conduct  of 
the  enlisted  men  who  Avere  present  Avas  highly  commendable. 

The  losses  in  my  command  AA^ere  as  folloAA^s:  5  enlisted  men  killed, 
1  commissioned  officer  and  11  enlisted  men  AA^ounded,  and  1  comniis- 
sioiied  officer  and  11  enlisted  men  captured. 

I  forgot  to  mention  among  the  officers  Avho  performed  their  duty  faith¬ 
fully  on  that  day  Avas  Lieut.  F.  G.  W.  Ford,  Comiiany  F. 

The  above  report  I  submit. 

I  am,  yours,^  respectfully , 

MILTON  WELLS, 

Col.  loth  West  Virginia  Inftg.,  Conidg.. Third  Brig.,  First  Inf tg.  lHi\ 

Lieut.  F.  L.  Ballard, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Inftg.  Dir.,  Dept,  of  IF.  Va. 

A  I)  ])  E  N  DA. 

Hdgrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creek,  Oetoher  24,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  your  own  special  request,  I  forward 
the  folloAving  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Fifteenth  West 
Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  engagemmit  on  the  19th  instant : 

Between  the  hours  of  5  and  (>  o’clock  of  that  morning  I  formed  the 
command  in  line  of  battle  and  placed  them  in  the  breast- works  in  front  of 
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camp  ready  for  action;  all  of  niy  line  and  field  officers  were  at  their 
posts.  As  soon  as  formed  I  reconnoitered  some  on  the  outside  of  the 
works  and  found  the  enemy  a])proaching.  I  gave  notice  to  my  command 
to  be  ready,  and  then  proceeded  to  have  the  rifty-fonrth  Pennsylvania 
llegiment  in  readiness,  but  just  as  I  ai)proached  the  left  of  my  own 
command  I  observed  the  enemy  in  force  in  a  few  rods  of  the  works.  I 
gave  them  orders  to  fire,  and  proceeded  to  assist  Cajitain  Suter  in  getting 
his  command  in  line  of  battle,  but  was  too  late  to  gain  the  works  for 
effective  service  before  the  enemy  reached  them.  At  this  critical  i>eriod 
the  troops  along  the  whole  line  from  left  to  right  gave  way,  leaving  the 
commanding  officers  as  a  general  thing  without  a  command.  d 
attempted  to  rally  my  command,  but  to  no  effect.  The  line  officers  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  all  discharged  their  duties  at  this 
critical  period.  Maj.  John  W.  Holliday  was  among  the  first  to  break 
and  run  away,  and  I  do  not  know  of  his  attempting  to  rally  any  of  the 
command  until  he  had  proceeded  several  miles  to  the  rear,  when  he 
returned  back  with  the  colors  and  part  of  the  command  about  11  or  12 
o’clock  the  same  day.  I  would  add  as  an  excuse-for  Major  Holliday  that 
when  he  returned  he  claimed  to  be  crijDpled  by  a  fall  or  stroke  from  some 
unknown  hands  near  the  breast- works,  [so  as]  to  be  unable  to  discliarge 
the  duties  incumbent  on  him.  1  sent  for  an  ambulance  and  he  was  sent  to 
the  rear,  but  returned  next  morning,  since  which  time  he  has  been  with 
the  command  but  unable  for  active  duty.  Lieut.  William  G.  W.  Price, 
of  Company  P,  went  as  far  to  the  rear  as  Kernstown,  when  he  concluded 
to  return,  and  joined  the  command  the  night  of  the  19th  after  the  com¬ 
mand  had  encamped  for  the  night.  Lieutenant  Price  heretofore  has 
always  acted  bravely.  Oapt.  John  B.  Lukens  went  as  far  as  Winches¬ 
ter,  but  had  a  surgeon’s  certificate  of  disability,  and  has  since  been  sent 
to  general  hospital.  I  would  add  that  Surgeon  Walsh,  observing  the 
colors  of  my  command  some  miles  to  the  rear,  accompanied  with  several 
of  my  officers  and  enlisted  men,  stopped  them  and  turned  them  back  to 
face  the  enemy.  Some  blame  may  be  attached  to  my  not  keeping  up 
with  the  colors  and  rallying  them  sooner.  1  would  add  that  I  being 
the  senior  officer  present  with  the  brigade  at  the  time  of  attack,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  not  only  to  rally  the  men  of  the  Fifteenth  West 
Virginia  llegiment  but  of  the  whole  command  wherever  I  found  them, 
relying  upon  Major  Holliday  and  the  officers  to  take  care  of  the  regi¬ 
ment.  Captains  McCaskey  and  Gandy,  also  Lieutenant  Lazear,  were 
the  only  officers  present  with  me  during  the  whole  day,  with  about 
twenty-five  enlisted  men. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above. 

Yours,  &c., 

MILTOY  WELLS, 

Colonel  Fifteenth  Wei^t  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[Col.  T.  M.  Harris.] 

The  following-named  officers  were  found  with  the  colors  when  they 
were  rallied:  Capt.  James  Humes,  Company  A;  Lieut.  Harry  Hinkley, 
Company  A,  slightly  wounded;  Capt.  Fenelon  Howes,  Comi)any  F; 
Lieutenant  Cutright,  Com^iany  1);  Lieutenant  Warthen,  Company 
E;  Lieutenant  Nash,  Company  I. 

MILTON  WELLS, 

( hi onel  Fifteenth  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infant rjl 
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^s^o.  121. 

Beports  of  Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval,  Ninth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  Second  Division,  of  operations  August  22,  24,  and  26,  and 
September  3. 

Headquartees  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 
Sumonit  Point,  Va.,  September  13,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  Second 
Infantry  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  for  the  22d,  24th,  and  26th 
days  of  August,  1864: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  I  received  orders  from  the  general  com- 
manding  to  make,  with  one  brigade  of  my  command,  a  reconnaissance 
on  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  line,  then  lying  in  our  front.  I  accordingly 
moved  out  three  regiments  of  First  Brigade  (Fifth  Virginia.,  Twenty- 
third  and  Thirty-sixth  Ohio),  Col.  It.  B.  Hayes  commanding,  under 
cover  of  a  wood  on  our  left,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  advanced  rapidly 
on  the  enemy’s  line  of  pickets,  driving  them  in,  capturing  some  twenty 
prisoners,  and  inflicting  upon  him  a  loss  of  about  twenty  killed  and 
wounded.  Our  casualties  were  three  slightly  wounded.  Having  ac¬ 
complished  all  the  general  commanding  desired,  I  returned  to  camp. 

On  the  24th  received  orders  to  hold  one  brigade  in  readiness  to  make  a 
reconnaissance  on  the  enenjy’s  line,  in  connection  with  Colonel  Thoburn, 
commanding  First  Infantry  Division.  At  12  m;  I  moved  out  three 
regiments  (Ninth  and  Fourteenth  Virginia  and  Ninety-first  Ohio)  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  D.  D.  Johnson  commanding,  formed  and 
advanced  5  meeting  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  some  800  yards  in  front  of 
our  lines,  engaged  them,  and  after  a  severe  but  short  fight  drove  them 
in,  capturing  a  few  prisoners.  Owing  to  our  having  advanced  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance  farther  than  Colonel  Thoburn’s  line,  my  right  became 
exposed  to  and  received  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  in  Colonel  Tho¬ 
burn’s  front.  Having  driven  the  enemy  from  my  front,  we  changed 
front  to  the  right  and  drove  him  from  that  flank,  punishing  him 
severely,  and  driving  him  within  his  main  lines,  after  which  we  returned 
in  good  order  and  went  into  camp.  We  captured  a  few  prisoners.  Our 
casualties  amounted  to  thirty  wounded;  that  of  the  enemy  was  much 
greater. 

On  the  26th  was  ordered  to  hold  my  division  in  readiness  to  operate 
with  Colonel  Thobnrn’s  (First)  division  in  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
enemy’s  line  in  our  front.  At  4  p.  m.  I  massed  six  regiments  of  my 
command  in  the  wood  near  our  left  and  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  right, 
threw  forward  skirmishers,  and  advanced  rapidly,  deploying  and 
extending  my  command  in  two  lines,  as  the  woods  through  which  I  was 
moving  became  wider  as  we  advanced.  Soon  engaged  the  rebels,  who, 
having  suffered  severely  in  the  actions  of  the  22d  and  24th,  seemed  to 
have  profited  by  their  experience  in  these  engagements  and  had  pre¬ 
pared  two  lines  of  defenses,  built  offence  rails,  logs,  and  earth  thrown 
up,  to  protect  their  men.  On  approaching  his  first  line  of  defenses 
found  them  in  strong  force  fully  equal  to  our  own,  showing  a  determi¬ 
nation  to  arrest  our  farther  advance.  He  also  had  several  iiieces  of 
artillery  in  position,  from  which  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  on  us.  Their 
fire  was  very  severe  and  destructive,  checking  our  lines  for  a  moment, 
I  was  convinced  that  to  fall  back  from  tliis  ])oint  would  prove  very 
disastrous,  and  determined  to  dislodge  him  if  possible.  I  therefore 
ordered  the  lines  to  charge,  which  was  gallantly  executed ;  carried  first 
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line  of  works,  following  so  closely  that  his  second  line  was  carried  with 
little  oiiposition.  The  cavalry  on  my  left  now  came  iii),  and  with  their 
assistance  we  captured  103  and  about  200  stand  of  arms.  Eleven  of 
the  enemy’s  dead  were  left  on  the  field  and  fell  into  our  hands,  their 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  amounting  to  over  300,  our 
casualties  amounting  to  76  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Ool.  E.  B.  Hayes,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
and  Ool.  I).  D.  Johnson,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  for  our  success 
in  the  several  reconnaissances.  Being  present  myself,  I  can  bear  testi¬ 
mony  as  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  the  command. 
For  details  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  brigade  com¬ 
manders. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  members  of  my  staff — Oapt.  George  W. 
Hicks,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Lieut.  0.  B.  Hayslip,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general;  Lieut.  J.  W.  Overturf,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut. 
J.  O.  Merrill,  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  Lieut.  E.  L.  Hersey,  act¬ 
ing  ordnance  officer — for  efficient  services  rendered  during  these  engage¬ 
ments. 

The  following  table  shows  the  casualties  of  the  command : 


Date.  !  Killed,  i  Wounded. 


8  i  lot 


1.  11.  DUVAL, 
Colonelj  Commcmdinf/. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 


Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Afisistiuit  Adjutant- (jenerah 


August  22, 1864 
August  24, 1864 
August  26, 1864 

Total  . . . . 


Headquarters  Second  Infantry  Division, 

•  Department  of  West  Viroinia, 

Summit  Pointy  Uu.,  September  76‘,  1861. 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Second  Infantry  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  in  the 
action  at  Berry ville,  Ya.,  September  3,  1864: 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  moved  from  Charlestown,  V"a.,  with  the 
main  army,  arrived  and  went  into  camp  at  Berry  ville,  Ya.,  about  3  p.  in. 
Soon  after  going  into  camp  the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our 
pickets.  I  received  orders  from  the  general  commanding  to  move  my 
division  out  on  the  Winchester  pike,  which  was  done  without  delay.  I 
found  Colonel  Thoburn,  commanding  First  Division,  in  line  of  battle 
about  half  a  mile  west  of  Berryville,  his  left  extending  across  the 
Winchester  road.  I  was  ordered  by  the  general  commanding  to  form 
on  his  (Thoburn’s)  left,  but  before  I  could  get  into  position  the  enemy 
advanced  and  drove  Thoburn’s  left  back  through  my  lines.  I  found  it 
necessary  to  form  a  portion  of  my  lines  so  as  to  check  the  enemy’s 
advance.  I  ordered  the  Fifth  Yirgioia,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  and  Four¬ 
teenth  Virginia  Eegiments  into  line,  facing  him,  charging  and  driving 
him  back,  inflicting  on  him  a  heavy  loss  and  capturing  a  number  of 
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prisoners.  The  Ninth  and  Thirteenth  Virginia  formed  on  the  left, 
cliarged  and  drove  the  enemy  from  that  flank,  killing  and  wounding 
many  and  capturing  some  prisoners.  Having  regained  oiir  lost  ground, 
maintained  this  position  until  8  p.  m.,  when  returned  and  went  into 
camp  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  battle-ground,  the  enemy  also  having 
retired  a  short  distance. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  officers  and  men  of  my"" 
command  the  praise  and  credit  due  them  for  their  brave  and  gallant 
conduct  on  this  occasion,  having  to  form  within  n  few  yards  of  the 
rebel  lines  under  a  galling  fire,,  showing  discipline  and  bravery  that  has 
not  been  vsurpassed  in  this  war. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Col.  K.  B.  Hayes,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
and  Col.  D.  D.  Johnson,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  for  our  success 
in  this  engagement;  also  to  my  personal  staff  for  A^aluable  and  efficient 
assistance.  For  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of 
brigade  commanders. 

My  casualties  amount  to  10  killed  and  78  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  H.  DUVAL, 
Colonel j  Commanding. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bieu, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Dept,  of  ^Yest  Virginia. 


No.  122. 

Reports  of  Col.  Rutherford  B.  HayeSj  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry., 
commanding  Second  Divi^ion^  of  operations  Septemher  19  and,  22 
and  October  19. 

Headquarters  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

IVear  Cedar  Creeh^  Fu.,  October  13^  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  battle  of  Opequon, 
September  19,  1864,  the  Second  Infantry  Division,  Army  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Avas  commanded  by  Col.  Isaac  H.  Duval  until  late  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  that  day,  Avhen  he  Avas  disabled  by  a  scA^ere  Avound,  and  the 
command  of  the  division  thereupon  devolved  upon  me.  Colonel  Duval 
did  not  quit  the  field  until  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  Avas  accomplished 
and  the  serious  fighting  ended.  The  division  took  no  part  in  the  action 
during  the  forenoon,  but  remained  in  reserA^e  at  the  Opequon  bridge,  on 
the  Berry ville  and  Winchester  pike.  The  fighting  of  other  portions 
of  the  army  had  been  severe,  but  indecisive.  There  Avere  some  indica¬ 
tions  as  Ave  approached  the  battle-field  soon  after  noon  that  the  forces 
engaged  in  the  forenoon  had  been  overmatched.  About  1  p.  m.  this 
division  was  formed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  infantry  line  of  our 
army,  the  First  Brigade,  under  my  command,  in  adAuince,  and  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade,  Col.  I).  D.  Johnson  commanding,  about  sixty  yards  in 
in  the  rear,  forming  a  supporting  line;  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade 
being,  hoAvever,  extended  about  100  yards  farther  to  the  right  than  the 
First  Brigade.  The  division  Avas  swung  around  some  distance  to  the 
left,  so  as  to  strike  the  rebel  line  on  the  left  flank.  The  rebel  left  was 
l)rotected  by  field-Avorks  and  a  battery  on  tlie  south  side  of  Bed  Bud 
Creek.  This  creek  ay  as  easily  crossed  in  sonu^,  places,  but  in  others  Avas 
a  deep,  miiy  pool  from  twenty  to  thirty  yards  Avideand  almost  imi)ass- 
able.  The  creek  Avas  not  visible  from  any  part  of  our  line  Avhen  avc 
began  to  move  forAvard,  and  no  one  probably  kncAV  of  it  until  its  banks 
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were  readied.  The  division  moved  forward  at  the  same  time  with  the 
First  Division,  Colonel  Thobiirii,  on  onr  left,  in  good  order  and  without 
much  opposition  until  we  unexpectedly  came  upon  Eed  Bud  Creek. 
This  creek  and  the  rough  ground  and  tangled  thicket  on  its  banks  was 
in  easy  range  of  grape,  canister,  and  musketry  from  the  rebel  line. 
A  very  destructive  hie  was  opened  upon  us,  in  the  midst  of  which  our 
men  rushed  into  and  over  the  creek.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  cross¬ 
ing,  the  rear  and  front  lines  and  different  regiments  of  the  same  line 
mingled  together  and  reached  the  rebel  side  of  the  creek  Avith  lines 
and  organizations  broken ;  but  all  seemed  inspired  by  the  right  spirit, 
and  charged  the  rebel  Avorks  pell-mell  in  the  most  determined  manner. 
In  this  charge  our  loss  Avas  heavy,  but  our  success  was  rapid  and  com¬ 
plete.  The  rebel  left  in  our  front  was  turned  and  broken,  and  one  or 
more  pieces  of  artillery  captured.  Ko  attempt  was  made  after  this  to 
form  lines  or  regiments.  Officers  and  men  Avent  forward  pushing  the 
rebels  from  one  position  to  another  until  the  defeated  enemy  were 
routed  and  driven  through  Winchester.  Twice  during  the  afternoon 
the  rebels  reformed  behind  lines  of  earth- works  and  stone  fences,  and 
succeeded  in  temporarily  checking  our  advance;  but  A^ery  opportunely 

the  cavalry  on  these  occasions  on  our  left,  under  General  - , 

charged  in  magnificent  style  the  rebel  lines  and  destroyed  their  last 
chance  of  holding  the  field.  This  division  folloAA  ed  the  rebel  rout  into 
Winchester,  being  the  first  troops  to  enter  the  town;  marched  through 
and  at  dusk  camped  south  of  tlie  town,  having  passed  from  the  extreme 
right  of  the  infantry  line  of  our  army  to  a  point  beyond  the  extreme 
left. 

The  loss  of  the  division  was  as  follows:  First  Biigade — killed,  13; 
Avounded,  121;  missing,  1;  total,  135.  Second  Brigade — killed,  24; 
Avounded,  107 ;  total,  191.  Tffital — killed,  37 ;  Avounded,  288;  missing,  1. 
Aggregate,  320. 

Among  the  Avounded  were — Col.  I.  H.  Duval,  Einth  Virginia,  com¬ 
manding  division,  severe;  Col.  D.  D.  Johnson,  Fourteenth  Virginia, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  severe;  Oapt.  Bussell  Hastings,  Twenty- 
third  Ohio,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  First  Brigade,  severe; 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteers,  Capt.  John  U.  Hiltz,  leg  amputated; 
Lieut.  Charles  W.  Atkinson,  slight,  and  Adjt.  William  E.  Sweet, 
severe ;  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  Oapt.  James  G.  Barker,  seA^ere ;  Thirty-fourth 
Ohio,  Lieut.  James  P.  Donnelly,  slight;  Binety-first  Ohio,  Capt.  L.  A. 
Atkinson,  Lieuts.  L.  K.  Stroup  and  0.  N.  Hall,  Adjt.  J.  G.  D.  Findley, 
all  severe;  Fifth  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Enochs,  slight;  Thirteenth 
Virginia,  Capt.  M.  Stewart  and  Lieut.  L.  C.  Bayburn,  severe;  Four¬ 
teenth  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Taggart,  severe. 

I  regret  to  haA^e  to  announce  that  Capt.  Greenbury  Slack,  Thirteenth 
Virginia,  and  Lieut.  Asa  B.  Carter,  Thirty-fourth  Ohio,  Avere  killed 
while  bravely  and  efficiently  discharging  their  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  HAYES, 
Colonel^  CommcmdiiKj. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier,,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Near  Cedar  Creel'^  Fa.,  October  14.,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Second  Infantry  Di¬ 
vision,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  about  3.30  p.  m.  Septem- 
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ber  22,  1864,  succeeded,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Major-General 
Crook,  in  gaining  a  position  on  the  east  side  of  North  Mountain  on  the 
left  and  rear  of  the  rebel  works.  The  division  was  formed  on  the  right 
of  Colonel  Tlioburn,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  supported  by  the 
First  Brigade,  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  in  rear.  The  position  was  hardly 
reached  before  the  rebels,  aware  that  a  force  was  moving  in  the 
Avoods,  began  to  throw  shell  in  or  near  our  ranks,  inflicting  some  injury. 
Our  line  advanced,  and  soon  coming  in  sight  of  the  rebel  works,  charged 
and  captured  them  with  a  shout.  The  moment  the  rebels  discovered 
that  Ave  had  turned  their  left  and  captured  a  battery  on  that  flank, 
they  seemed  to  give  up  all  hope  of  holding  their  Avorks  and  fled  in  con¬ 
fusion  toAAmrd  the  turnpike  on  their  right.  Our  men  folloAved  them  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  sweeping  everything  before  them  for  a  distance 
along  the  Avorks  of  perhaps  three  miles.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up 
until  dark,  AAdien  the  division  aa  as  halted  on  the  road  to  Woodstock 
farther  to  the  front  than  any  other  infantry  of  the  army. 

The  loss  of  the  division  Avas  as  follows:  First  Brigade — killed,  2; 
wounded,  27 ;  total,  29.  Second  Brigade — killed,  5  3  Avounded,  48;  miss¬ 
ing,  1 ;  total  54.  Total  loss — killed,  7 ;  wounded,  75 ;  missing,  1.  Aggre¬ 
gate,  83. 

I  regret  to  haA^e  to  announce  that  Lieut.  B.  N.  Hess,  Fourteenth 
Virginia,  was  killed  while  bravely  and  efficiently  doing  his  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  A^ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  B.  HAYP]S, 
Colonel.)  Commandbuj. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier,  A.^siHta}it  Adjiitant-Goieral. 


Headquarters  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Vcur  Cedar  Creel',  Va.,  October  M,  1861. 

Caftain:  I  haAU  the  honor  to  report*  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  instant  the  diAUsion  under  my  command  had  about  2,381  men  for 
duty;  of  that  number  287  were  on  picket,  one  large  regiment  of  the 
Second  Brigade  (Ninety-first  Ohio),  numbering  378,  aa  as  absent  guard¬ 
ing  cattle  below  MiddletoAvn,  and  one  regiment.  Ninth  West  Virginia 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Avas  camiAcd  near  breast- AAmrks  Avhich  they  Avere 
throAving  up  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  southeast  of  my  camp,  leav¬ 
ing  in  camp  only  about  1,445  men.  My  division  was  camped  as  a 
reserve  about  a  mile  north  from  the  line  of  breast-Avorks,  which  OA^er- 
looks  the  moutli  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  which  Avere  occupied  by  the  First 
Division  (Colonel  Thoburn).  At  early  daylight  Ave  were  notified  by 
Lieutenant  Ballard,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  of  Colonel 
Thoburifs  staff,  that  the  enemy  Avere  already  driving  the  First  Dhds- 
ion  from  their  x)o«ition.  My  command  Avas  immediately  ordered  under 
arms  and  soon  after  formed  in  line  of  battle,  under  the  direction  of 
Brevet  Major-General  Crook,  Major-General  Wright  also  being  present. 
My  right  rested  at  a  point  about  forty  yards  north  of  the  Avoods  on  the 
left  of  the  Valley  xnke,  east  of  army  headquarters,  and  my  line  extended 
nortliAAmrdly,  toward  a  brigade  under  command  of  Colonel  Kitching, 
which  Avas  forming  near  my  left.  The  line  was  formed  and  the  men 
ordered  to  lie  down.  There  Avas  a  heavy  fog  AAdiich  concealed  objects  a 
little  distance  otf,  but  firing  in  our  front  ami  both  on  our  right  and  left 
flanks  told  plainly  enough  that  the  rebels  were  rapidly  advancing.  At 
this  time  an  order  Avas  received  from  Major-General  Wright  to  move 
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by  tbe  right  flank  and  close  up  on  the  Mneteenth  Corps,  whose  left 
was  about  100  yards  from  iny  right.  While  this  order  was  being 
coinpninicated  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  the  bri¬ 
gade  on  my  left  was  observed  to  be  broken  or  falling  back,  and  a 
large  number  of  fugitives,  either  from  the  First  Division  (Colonel 
Thoburn),  or  from  the  brigade  of  the  F’ineteenth  Corps,  in  the 
woods  on  our  right,  came  pouring  past  and  through  the  right  of 
my  line;  at  the  same  time  the  I'ebel  fire  opened  on  us  in  front  and  on 
both  flanks.  The  line  began  to  fall  back,  many  supposing,  as  is  said, 
that  the  order  was  to  that  effect.  Every  effort  was  made  by  all  the 
officers,  whom  I  had  an  opportunity  to  notice,  to  xirevent  confusion  and 
a  retreat.  In  every  regiment  a  considerable  number  of  men  continued 
to  contest  the  advance  of  the  enemy  with  determination,  and  succeeded 
in  delaying  them  until  time  enough  was  given  to  get  off  all  trains  and 
liroperty  from  our  own  camj)  and  from  the  cam])s  immediately  on  our 
right  and  at  army  headquarters.  The  main  body  of  the  division  fell 
back,  until  they  reached  a  ridge  where  a  part  of  the  Sixth  Corps  had 
begun  to  form.  I  directed  my  command  to  form  on  the  left  of  this  line 
and  succeeded  in  firmly  establishing  a  considerable  part  of  them  as 
directed.  Afterward  a  part  of  the  Sixth  Coiqis,  under  General  Getty, 
formed  on  our  left,  thus  forming  a  line  facing  up  the  valley  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  north  of  Middletown,  with  the  left  resting  near  the  Valley 
pike.  We  remained  here  under  orders  until  about  3  ji.  m.,  when  an 
officer  of  the  Sixth  Coiq^s  informed  me  that  their  lines,  both  on  my  right 
and  left,  were  about  to  advance,  and  that  a  general  advance  of  the 
whole  line  had  been  ordered.  I  told  him  that  I  had  received  no  orders 
to  advance,  but  that  in  the  absence  of  orders  I  should  advance  with  the 
rest  of  the  line.  About  five  minutes  afterward,  and  before  any  order  to 
advance  had  been  given,  I  received  orders  from  Brevet  Major-General 
Crook  to  move  my  command  to  the  left  of  the  Valley  pike  and  to  join 
the  First  Division,  which  Avas  there  formed.  The  order  was  obeyed, 
and  the  division  remained  in  the  position  taken  until  ordered  forward 
on  the  left  of  the  Valley  pike,  wheli  we  rapidly  marched  as  far  as  Cedar 
Creek,  from  which  xioint,  at  about  dusk,  we  were  ordered  into  camxi, 
and  occupied  the  same  ground  we  had  left  in  the  morning. 

The  loss  in  the  division  is  as  follows:  First  Brigade — killed,  23; 
AYounded,  102;  total,  125.  Second  Brigade — killed,  3;  wounded,  52; 
missing,  31;  total,  86.  Total— killed,  26;  wounded,  154;  missing,  31. 
Aggregate,  211.* 

Among  the  killed  was  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Hall,  Thirteenth  West 
Virginia  Volunteers,  who  had  not  yet  recovered  from  wounds  received 
in  a  previous  battle,  and  might  well  have  been  excused  from  returning 
to  duty  for  many  weeks ;  but  with  a  noble  heroism  and  devotion  to  duty 
characteristic  of  the  man  he  would  not  be  absent  when  a  battle  was  in 
prosx)ect.  He  was  hit  by  two  balls,  either  of  which  would  have  killed 
him,  early  in  the  action,  in  the  extreme  front,  where  the  danger  was 
greatest.  No  braver  or  truer  man  fell  on  that  day. 

Inclosed  find  copies  of  brigade  commanders^  reports. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  HAYES, 
Colonelj  Coyyimcmding. 

Capt.  William  McKinley,  Jr., 

Acting  AHsUtant  Adjutant- General. 

*  But  see  revised  table,  p.  135. 
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No.  123. 

Beport  of  Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
mandiny  First  Brigade^  of  operations  Angust  S2  and.  20  and  Sep¬ 
tember  3. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Army  of  West  Tirginia, 
Summit  Point,  W.  Va.,  September  12,  1864. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  re^iort  that  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  22  the  Twenty-third  and  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  and  Fifth  Virginia 
Kegiments,  of  my  brigade  (the  Thirteenth  being  absent  on  picket), 
left  camp  at  Halltown,  Va.,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Duval  and 
attacked  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy  5  charged  them  with  great  vigor 
and  drove  them  perhaps  half  a  mile.  Cai)tured  a  number  of  prisoners 
and  threw  the  whole  line  into  confusion,  so  that  an  accompanying 
cavalry  force  also  took  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners.  My  loss 
was  as  follows:  Wounded,  Twenty-third  Ohio,  2-  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  1. 
The  rebel  loss  was,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  about  20  killed  and 
wounded  and  20  taken  prisoners. 

On  the  26th  of  August  my  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  Second 
Brigade,  again  attacked  the  rebel  x>icket-line  Avith  decided  success. 
Aly  loss  was  3  killed  and  21  wounded.  This  attack  was  similar  in  char¬ 
acter  to  the  former,  but  was  made  in  greater  force  and  with  results 
proportionably  greater.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  101  officers  and 
men  captured  and  about  150  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  about  4.30  p.  m.,  the  First  Brigade,  Avith  two 
regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  engaged  General  Kershaw’s  division, 
of  General  Early’s  army,  about  half  a  mile  from  Berryville,  Va.,  on  the 
Winchester  pike,  driving  them  back  to  an  intrenched  position,  captur¬ 
ing  about  75  prisoners,  and  killing  and  wounding  perhaps  200  of  the 
enemy.  The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows:  Twenty-third  Ohio, 
3  killed  and  8  wounded;  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  4  killed  and  21  wounded; 
Fifth  Virginia,  1  killed  and  11  wounded;  Thirteenth  Virginia,  15 
Avounded.  I  regret  the  loss  of  two  gallant  officers  in  this  action,  Ca])- 
tains  Gillis  and  Austin,  of  the  Twenty-third  Ohio.  They  Avere  both 
officers  of  great  merit  and  died  as  they  had  lived,  bravely  and  faith¬ 
fully  doing  their  duty.  My  color  bearer.  Private  George  M.  Brigden, 
Company  B,  Twenty-third  Ohio,  a  good  and  brave  soldier,  Avas  mortally 
wounded  at  the  head  of  my  command. 

In  all  of  these  ah'airs  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  all 
that  could  be  Avished. 

Recapitulation:  11  killed,  79  AVounded;  total,  90. 

R.  B.  HAYES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

1  Lieut.  0.  B.  Hayslip, 

Acting  Ass^istant  Adjutant-General.\ 
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Report  of  Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol,  Thirty-sixili  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding 
First  Brigade^  of  operations  October  19. 


ITdqrs.  First  Brioade,  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creel',  Va.,  October  23,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Intantry  Division,  Army  of 
West  Virginia,  in  the  action  of  October  19,  18G4: 

About  4  o’clock  in  the  morning,  or  x)erhaps  a  little  earlier,  I  was 
alarmed  at  what  seemed  to  be  very  heavy  picket-firing  in  the  direction 
of  the  canpi  of  the  First  Division.  I  immediately  caused  the  reveille 
to  be  sounded,  and  about  the  same  time  received  orders  from  Ool.  K.  B. 
Hayes,  commanding  division,  to  get  the  brigade  under  arms  immedi¬ 
ately.  This  I  succeeded  in  doing  in  a  short  time.  The  xficket  was  soon 
driven  in  on  my  left,  and  front  was  changed  to  the  rear  on  the  right, 
so  as  to  face  in  that  direction.  This  threw  the  brigade  into  line  par¬ 
allel  with  the  Winchester  pike  and  some  se^venty-five  yards  from  it. 
The  movement  being  executed,  two  conijianies  were  deployed  as  skir¬ 
mishers  and  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  once,  Avere  driven 
back,  and  a  number  of  the  men  captured.  While  this  Avas  transjAiring 
a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  inarching  as  if  to  gain  the 
pike  betAveen  us  and  Winchester,  and  the  troops  on  our  right  had  given 
Avay,  exxiosing  the  brigade'  to  a  flank  fire  from  that  direction.  Orders 
were  then  receiA^ed  to  retire,  which  Avas  done  in  some  confusion.  A 
portion  of  the  command  Avas  rallied  by  myself  in  front  and  to  the  left 
of  General  Crook’s  headquarters,  and  the  enemy  checked  long  enough 
to  enable  the  train  to  get  off.  Anotlier  xiortion  formed  in  a  belt  of 
woods  to  the  left,  and  did  excellent  service.  I  did  not  fall  back  from 
this  place  until  forced  to  by  vastly  superior  numbers.  Some  distance 
back  the  men  were  again  got  together,  and  under  orders  from  General 
Crook  I  charged  the  enemy  and  drove  liim  in  confusion  until  completely 
outflanked,  Avhen  I  returned  on  the  main  line  of  the  army,  reformed 
about  three  miles  from  the  camp  of  the  morning.  I  reached  this  front 
near  11  a.  m.  Prior  to  the  general  advance  of  our  army  toward  Cedar 
Creek  I  joined  the  remainder  of  General  Crook’s  command  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road,  and  moved  forward  with  it,  camping  in  the  same  place 
as  on  the  previous  night. 

With  feAv  exceptions,  both  officers  and  men  behaved  in  a  becoming 
manner. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  K.  Hall,  Thirteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  fell 
early  in  the  day  while  gallantly  doing  his  duty.  In  him  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  loses  a  brave  and  efficient  officer.  Lieutenants  McBride  and 
Mahan,  of  the  Twenty-third  [Ohio],  and  Zimmerman  and  Anderson,  of 
the  Phfth  [West  Virginia],  were  wounded  during  the  action. 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  23  killed  and  102  wounded,  including  the 
officers  above  mentioned.* 

Very  resxAectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  DEVOL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Lieut.  C.  B.  Hayslip, 

Actg.  Asst.  Jidjt.  Oen.^  Second  Infty.  I)ii\,  Army  of  TV.  Ya. 


*  Blit  see  j(‘viseil  t.alile,  p.  1.35. 
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No.  125. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Gomly^  Twenty -third  Ohio  Infantry^ 
of  operations  September  19  and  22  and  October  19. 

Headquarters  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Camp  at  Ha.rrisonburg^  Ya.^  October  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  circular  from  your  lieaclqiiarters,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  as  follows : 

At  the  battle  of  Opequon,  September  19,  this  regiment  formed  part  of 
the  first  line  on  the  extreme  right  of  Crook’s  command,  we  occupying 
the  right  center  of  brigade  in  all  its  movements  throughout  the  action. 
These  movements  having  been  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  col¬ 
onel  commanding  brigade,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  iiarticularize.  I 
desire  simply  to  say  for  my  officers  and  men  that  they  fought  splendidly 
and  contributed  their  share  to  the  success  of  the  day. 

I  regret  to  have  to  mention  the  loss  of  the  following  officers  of  this 
regiment,  all  of  whom  will  be  disabled  for  a  considerable  time,  if  not 
permanently :  Capt.  Kussell  Hastings,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general. 
First  Brigade,  a  most  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  wounded  severely  in 
leg;  Capt.  John  U.  Hiltz,  of  Company  C,  an  excellent  officer,  had  his 
right  leg  amputated;  First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  William  E.  Sweet,  as  brave 
a  man  as  lives,  and  a  very  valuable  officer,  had  his  leg  crushed  by  a 
shell.  In  addition  to  these,  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Atkinson  was  slightly 
wounded,  the  wound  being  very  painful.  He  was  carried  off  the  field 
insensible,  but  joined  his  command  next  morning. 

I  have  already  furnished  an  official  list  of  casualties.  Enlisted  men 
killed,  5;  wounded,  41  (since  died,  4). 

I  respectfully  refer  the  matter  of  special  mention  of  officers  who  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  to  tlie  brigade  commander,  who  had  them  all 
under  his  own  eye.  The  Twenty -third  sent  to  the  rear  over  200  j)rison- 
ers.  A  party  armed  with  Saxony  rifles  was  sent  out  under  Lieutenant 
McBride  and  did  very  efficient  service  in  shooting  artillerists’  horses  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  off  his  artillery.  Tliis  officer  with  his 
company  skirmish  line  caiitured  Colonel  Edgar  and  102  men  and 
officers.  . 

At  the  battle  of  North  Mountain  the  regiment  formed  part  of  the 
second  line,  again  on  tlie  extreme  right.  As  soon  as  the  charge  com¬ 
menced  this  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of  the  second  line,  charged  so 
impetuously  as  to  break  all  lines,  and  the  charge  became  a  wild  race  to 
see  who  could  reach  the  intrenchments  first.  Breaking  over  the  breast¬ 
works,  the  command  charged  with  xierfect  fury  up  the  whole  line  of 
intrenchments,  the  enemy  scarcely  making  a  stand  at  all,  flying  in 
utter  rout  and  terror  up  the  whole  line  as  Crook’s  command  gained 
their  rear,  abandoning  gun  after  gun  to  our  liands. 

Our  loss  was  only  (of  enlisted  men)  1  killed,  1  mortally  wounded,  and 
G  others  more  or  less  severely  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  all  officers  and  men  in  this  action  was  beyond  praise. 
One  squad  of  fifty-seven  prisoners  sent  to  the  rear  by  this  regiment; 
but  little  attention  was  paid  to  prisoners,  however. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  COMT.Y, 

Lientenant- Colonel,  CUnamandiny  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteers. 

ineut.  W.  S.  Stanley, 

Actiny  Asslsrant  Adjutant- (}e)ier(d,  First  liriyade. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Octoher  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  circular  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows: 

The  Twenty-third  Eegiment  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade  and 
division  as  faced  by  the  rear  rank.  The  regiment  kept  with  the  divis¬ 
ion,  and  shared  in  all  the  actions  of  the  day  [October  19]  in  which  the 
division  took  part.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Lieut.  Lyman  H.  Mc¬ 
Bride,  Company  K,  a  brave,  daring,  and  efficient  officer,  who  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  side  soon  after  crossing  the  pike.  Lieut.  Andrew 
Mahan  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  but  kept  the  field  dur¬ 
ing  the  day.  The  Twenty-third  Eegiment  saved  one  iiiece  of  artillery 
abandoned  by  the  artillerists ;  brought  off  by  First  Sergeant  Lighthiser, 
Company  K.  In  the  advance  of  the  after  part  of  the  day  the  regiment 
formed  the  left  center  of  the  brigade  in  the  second  line. 

A  complete  list  of  casualties  has  been  forwarded.  We  lost  9  killed, 
40  wounded,  and  8  missing  (who  are  supposed  to  be  prisoners  of  war). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,’ 

J.  M.  COMLY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Tiventy -third  Ohio  Vohmteers. 

Lieut.  W.  S.  Stanley, 

Acting  Assutant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade. 


Vo.  120. 

Reports  of  Col.  Daniel  D.  Johnson,  Fourteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  A^igust  24  and  26  and 
Septemher  3. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Near  Berryville,  Va.,  September  5,  1864. 
Sir:  At  11  a.  m.  August  24,  1864,  while  occupying  an  intrenched 
position  near  Halltown,  Va.,  1  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance 
upon  the  enemy^s  right.  I  accordingly  formed  the  brigade  and  moved 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  my  works,  halted,  and  formed 
the  brigade  in  column  of  regiments.  Soon  I  received  orders  to  advance 
directly  west.  I  at  once  ordered  the  brigade  forward,  and  after  pass¬ 
ing  through  a  narrow  strip  of  woods  I  deployed  the  two  rear  regi¬ 
ments  to  the  right  and  formed  them  upon  the  two  front  regiments, 
thus  forming  two  lines  of  battle,  the  Tliirty-fourth  and  NTinety-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  forming  the  first  and  the  Einth  and  Four¬ 
teenth  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  forming  the  second  line  of 
battle.  The  brigade  advanced  with  alacrity,  driving  the  enemy^s  skir¬ 
mish  line  and  its  supports  until  we  encountered  the  enemy  in  strong 
force.  A  very  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy  until  I  received 
orders  to  withdraw  the  brigade,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

At  4  p.  m.  on  the  26th  day  of  August  I  received  orders  to  make  another 
reconnaissance,  and  moved  the  brigade  over  tlie  same  ground  that  1 
passed  over  on  the  24th,  the  Yiiith  and  Fourteenth  West  Virginia 
Volunteer  Infantry  forming  the  first  and  the  Kinety-first  Ohio  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry  forming  tlie  second  line  of  battle,  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  being  on  picket  duty  at  the  time.  The  First  Bri¬ 
gade  (Colonel  Hayes)  was  on  my  left.  Tlie  troops  advanced  with  great 
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steadiness,  and  liad  greater  obstacles  to  overcome  than  they  had  on 
the  previous  reconnaissance.  Anticipating  another  demonstration 
upon  that  point,  they  had  constrneted  breast  works  of  fence  rails  and 
held  to  them  most  tenaciously.  My  front  line  was  here  subjected  to  a 
most  severe  lire,  but  finally  took  the  works  by  a  charge.  We  drove 
the  enemy  back  beyond  his  second  line  of  works,  completely  routing 
the  force  which  we  engaged  and  capturing  several  prisoners.  In  obe¬ 
dience  to  instructions,  I  then  withdrew  the  brigade  and  returned  to 
camp. 

The  conduct  of  the  ofiicers  and  men  was  admirable  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion.  The  commanding  ofiicers  of  regiments  are  deserving  of  great 
praise  for  their  bravery  and  efficiency  in  the  management  of  their 
respective  commands.  For  particulars  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  regimental  commanders,  herewith  transmitted. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  casualties  of  the  brigade  during  the 
afiairs  of  the  24th  and  26th  days  of  August,  1864 : 


Regiment. 

August  24,  1864. 

August  26,  1864. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

91st  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry . 

12 

4 

34th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry . * . 

6 

14th  W^est  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry . 

4 

1 

22 

9th  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry . 

8 

4 

21 

Total . 

30 

5 

47 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel.)  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  0.  B.  Hayslip, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Infty.  Biv.,  Bept.  of  W.  Va. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 
Summit  Point,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant, 
after  my  brigade  had  gone  into  camp  for  the  night  half  a  mile  north 
of  Berryville,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Duval,  commanding 
Se(mnd  Infantry  Division,  to  have  the  brigade  fall  in  immediately  to 
repel  an  assault  of  the  enemy.  I  marched  my  brigade,  preceded  by 
the  First  Brigade,  to  a  point  about  half  a  mile  west  of  Berryville,  on  the 
])ike  leading  to  Winchester.  Here  I  halted  for  a  few  moments,  when 
the  rebels  made  a  charge  upon  the  Union  skirmish  line  stationed  in  the 
woods  in  our  front.  I  had  previously  detached  the  Ninety-first  Begi- 
ment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Coates)  to  guard  the 
wagon  train  in  our  rear.  Ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  advancing 
upon  us,  I  at  once  made  disposition  to  meet  them.  In  obedience  to 
instructions,  I  ordered  the  Ninth  Eeginient  West  Virginia  Volunteers, 
commanded  by  Maj.  B.  M.  Skinner,  to  wheel  into  line  and  advance  upon 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade.  I  was  about  to  put  the  Fourteenth  Kegi- 
ment  West  Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieut,  ('ol.  (1.  W. 
Taggart,  in  line  upon  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Begiment  West  Virginia 
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Volunteers,  when  I  received  orders  to  send  it  in  on  the  right  of  the 
First  Brigade,  thus  placing  the  First  Brigade  between  the  only  two 
regiments  I  had  engaged,  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  being  held  in  reserve  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  depart¬ 
ment  headquarters,  through  Major  Stephens. 

The  two  regiments  engaged — the  Fourteenth  and  Ninth  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Volunteer  Infantry — performed  the  parts  allotted  to  them  with 
distinguished  credit  and  great  bravery.  Great  credit  is  due  their 
respective  commanders  for  the  courageous  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  handled  their  regiments. 

My  personal  staff  rendered  efficient  service  during  the  engagement. 
For  particulars  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  re¬ 
ports  of  regimental  commanders. 

My  casualties  were  2  killed  and  23  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  0.  B.  Hayslip, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Second  Infty.  Div.,  Dept,  of  W.  Va. 


No.  127. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates^  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry^ 
commanding  Second  Brigade^  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Cedar  Creeh^  Ya.^  October  24^  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Infantry  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  in 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  1864. 

The  Ninth  Regiment  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded 
by  Captain  Carroll,  having  been  at  work  on  the  fortifications  on  the  left 
of  the  line  of  works,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  camp,  on  the 
previous  day,  had  remained  in  that  locality  over  night  for  the  purpose 
of  finishing  their  works  in  the  morning.  The  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  except  about  forty  men,  were  on  picket,  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Furney,  commandant  of  that  regiment,  on  duty  as  division 
officer  of  the  day.  The  Ninety-first  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan¬ 
try,  Major  Cadot  commanding,  were  on  duty  guarding  cattle  near 
Middletown,  Va.,  leaving  only  one  regiment,  the  Fourteenth  West 
Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  Major  Moore  commanding,  and  the  forty 
men  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  in  camp.  About  4.30  a.  m.  a  messenger 
from  Captain  Carroll  informed  me  that  brisk  skirmishing  was  going  on 
in  his  front.  I  immediately  had  the  camp  aroused  and  the  troops  of  my 
command  under  arms.  About  this  time  I  received  orders  from  Colonel 
Hayes,  commanding  Second  Division,  to  form  my  brigade  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill  in  camp  and  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  fronting  to¬ 
ward  the  Shenandoah  River.  Before  this  was  accomplished  the  enemy 
had  broken  the  lines  of  the  First  Division  in  our  front  and  were  press¬ 
ing  them  back,  and  were  already  firing  into  our  line  of  battle.  The 
enemy  soon  made  their  appearance  in  overpowering  numbers  on  our 
right  and  fronts  and  our  slender  line  A^as  compelled  to  fall  back  in  con- 
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fusion  a  distance  of  three  miles,  when  they  were  collected  together  and 
moved  to  the  snpi3ort  of  a  battery  on  the  left  of  the  Winchester  pike, 
from  whence  they  were  marched  in  good  order  back  to  the  ground  on 
which  they  had  camped  the  previous  night,  and  went  into  camp. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Carroll,  commanding  NTintli  Eegiment  West 
Virginia  Volunteer  Infontry,  is  worthy  of  especial  commendation,  he 
having  kept  his  regiment  together  under  the  most  unfavorable  circum¬ 
stances  (being  at  the  time  of  the  attack  separated  from  the  brigade). 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Furney,  Thirty -fourth  Ohio,  being  officer  of  the  day, 
was  not  seen  after  visiting  the  picket-line  in  the  morning.  The  reports 
of  regimental  commanders  are  herewith  transmitted. 

The  casualties  of  the  brigade  were  as  follows:  Killed,  3  enlisted  men; 
wounded,  6  commissioned  officers  and  46  enlisted  men;  missing,  2  com¬ 
missioned  officers  and  29  men. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  COATES, 

Lieut.  Col.^  Com  (Iff.  M  Brig..,  2(1  Tufty.  Div.j  Army  of  W.  Va, 
Lieut.  C.  B.  Hayslip, 

A  etg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Army  of  W.  Va. 


Ko.  128. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Be^ijamin  F.  Coates,  Ninety -first  Ohio  T^ifantry, 
of  operations  August  24. 

Hdqps.  Kinety-fikst  Eegiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Halltown,  Va.,  August  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
Ninety-first  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  reconnaissance 
resulting  in  an  engagement  near  Charlestown,  Va.,  on  the  24th  instant. 

The  regiment  was  deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Ohio  and  in  front  of  the  Fourteenth  Virginia.  After  advancing 
one  man  from  each  company  as  skirmishers  the  regiment  moved  forward 
in  line  of  battle  parallel  with  the  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy,  and  at  a 
distance  of  200  yards  encountered  it  and  drove  it  back  to  a  supporting 
line,  which  also  was  driven  for  a  distance  of  200  yards,  when  by  order 
the  regiment  changed  front  to  the  right  and  again  moved  forward  until 
the  enemy  was  encountered  in  force.  At  this  point  the  regiment 
received  a  severe  fire  from  the  front  as  well  as  an  enfilading  fire  from 
the  right,  and  by  order  fell  back  in  good  order  over  the  ground  on  which 
it  advanced  to  the  camp. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  affair  was  12  wounded. 

Every  officer  and  man  of  the  regiment  deported  himself  in  this  en¬ 
gagement  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  To  Major  Cadot  especial  com¬ 
mendation  is  due  for  his  efficient  service  on  the  field. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  COATES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Lawhead, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Dept,  of  W.  Va. 
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No.  120. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Lemuel  Z.  Cadoty  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  19  and  22  and  October  10. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-first  Re&iment  Ohio  Yol.  Infantra^, 

Harrisonburg^  Y«.,  September  26 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Ninety-first 
Kegiment  Ohio  Yohinteer  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Y4nchester,  Ya., 
September  19,  1804. 

The  regiment  was  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Coates,  being- 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
which  formed  the  second  line.  Was  ordered  to  move  forward,  three 
companies  being  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to  protect  the  right  fiank. 
After  advancing  about  1,000  yards  the  regiment  came  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  but  continuing  to  press  forward,  passing  through  a  corn¬ 
field,  took  cover  behind  the  fence  beyond.  In  consequence  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  commanding  brigade,  being  wounded,  the  command  of  the 
brigade  about  this  time  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coates  and 
that  of  the  regiment  upon  me.  I  was  now  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy 
and  take  possession  of  a  ravine  in  front,  which  was  accomplished  under 
a  severe  fire,  the  enemy  retiring  to  a  second  position.  By  order  the 
regiment  again  moved  forward  and  gained  the  crest  of  a  little  hill  in 
front,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  second  to  his  third  line  of  defense. 
This  I  was  ordered  to  take,  and,  after  a  desperate  struggle,  succeeded 
in  totally  routing  the  enemy.  We  then  rested  a  short  time,  and  by 
order  pursued  the  enemy  through  the  town  of  Winchester,  after  which 
we  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  during  the 
engagement  was  highly  satisfactory. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement  was  11  enlisted  men 
killed  and  5  commissioned  officers  and  90  enlisted  men  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Z.  CADOT, 

Major ^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Lawhead, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Ninety-first  Eegiment  Ohio  Yol.  Infantry, 

Harrisonburg^  Ya.,  September  26^  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Ninety-first  Eegiment  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry  in  the  battle  of 
FisheFs  Hill,  Ya.,  September  22,  1864: 

The  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  a  steep  hill-side  confronting  the 
enemy’s  left  flank,  this  regiment  forming  the  right  center  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  was  in  the  front  line.  Before  we  were  entirely  formed, 
the  enemy  discovering  the  movement,  commenced  shelling  us  from  their 
batteries,  but  I  was  soon  ordered  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Coates,  com¬ 
manding  brigade,  to  move  the  regiment  forward.  This  order  1  had 
scarcely  passed  along  the  line  till  the  whole  column  commenced  moving 
furiously  upon  the  enemy’s  works.  The  men  advanced  with  a  will,  but 
few  orders  were  necessary.  The  enemy  were  soon  dispersed  and  our 
men  pressed  him  continually  for  a  distance  of  three  miles,  when  night 
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overtook  us  and  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  This  regiment  participated 
gallantly  in  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners  and  seven  pieces  of 
artillery. 

Great  praise  is  due  the  officers  and  men  for  the  determined  spirit 
with  which  they  assaulted  every  position  of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  is  15  men  wounded  and  1  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Z.  OADOT, 

Major,  Commanding  Begiment. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Lawhead, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Ninety-first  Eegiment  Ohio  Yol.  Infantry, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  performed  by  the  Ninety- 
hrst  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek, 
Va.,  October  19,  1864. 

The  regiment  was  on  duty  as  cattle  guard  near  Middletown  when  the 
battle  commenced,  it  having  been  detailed  for  that  purpose  some  days 
previous.  Soon  after  the  firing  commenced  at  the  front  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  attacked  a  train  passing  to  the  rear,  near  Middletown.  Fear¬ 
ing  that  the  enemy  had  got  between  us  and  our  army,  I  deemed  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  move  the  herd  to  a  place  of  safety  in  the  rear.  Accordingly 
started,  sending  some  men  at  the  same  time  to  assist  in  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  train.  After  proceeding  with  the  cattle  to  Kernstown 
I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Forsyth,  of  General  Sheridan’s  staft*,  to 
stop  stragglers  and  bring  them  to  the  front.  I  left  two  companies  (A 
ami  F)  in  charge  of  the  herd,  with  orders,  as  directed  by  Colonel  Forsyth, 
to  move  it  to  V^inchester,  deploying  the  regiment  on  each  side  of  the 
road.  I  then  moved  toward  the  front,  gathering  up  all  armed  men  I 
could  find  who  were  able  for  duty,  and  arrived  on  the  battle-ground 
about  8  p.  m.  The  regiment  was  not  under  fire  except  a  few  shots  from 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  the  morning,  and  no  casualties  occurred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Z.  CADOT, 

3Iajor,  Commanding  Begiment. 

Lieut.  A.  F.  Kendall, 

Aide- de- Camp,  Second  Brigade. 


No.  130. 

Beport  of  Capt.  Henry  A.  Hu  Pont,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  eommanding 
Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  October  19. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Brigade, 

Army  of  West  Virginia, 

Camp  near  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  31,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  artillery  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  19th  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  batteries  were  posted  as  follows: 
Batteries  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery  (six  3-inch  rifled  guns).  First  Lieut. 
Henry  F.  Brewerton  commanding,  and  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery 
^six  lO-pounder  Parrott  guns),  First  Lieut.  William  Munk  commanding, 


414  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  YA,,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

beliind  a  line  of  intrenchments  on  a  crescent-shaped  ridge  which  rises 
from  the  banks  of  Cedar  Creek,  with  their  caissons,  horses,  and  trains 
in  the  ravine  lying  between  this  ridge  and  a  second  parallel  one  com¬ 
manding  it  somewhat  and  extending  beyond  it  almost  to  the  pike. 
On  the  extreme  right  of  this  second  ridge,  where  it  stretches  beyond 
the  first,  encamped  near  a  little  work  overlooking  the  ford  and  bridge 
across  Cedar  Creek,  was  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery  (four  ^^apoleon 
guns),  Capt.  F.  0.  Gibbs  commanding.  The  two  first-named  batteries 
were  some  400  yards  apart,  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  on 
the  left.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  some  picket-firing.  As  a  matter  of  precaution  I  directed 
the  reveille  to  be  sounded  at  once.  Not  ten  minutes  after,  as  I  was  just 
starting  to  the  works  on  the  hill,  the  attack  began.  I  instantly  ordered 
the  horses  to  be  harnessed  and  hitched,  and  hastened  to  the  batteries. 
Upon  reaching  the  hill  I  found  that  the  infantry  were  falling  back  in 
great  confusion,  the  enemy  having  already  carried  the  works  at  a  point 
near  the  front  of  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  captured 
the  guns,  after  a  most  gallant  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
men,  a  number  of  whom  were  bayoneted  and  struck  down  with  clubbed 
muskets  at  their  pieces.  Lieutenant  Brewerton,  commanding  Battery 
B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  reported  the  battery  loaded  with  canister, 
but  no  enemy  in  his  immediate  front.  I  directed  him  to  bring  some 
guns  to  bear  on  the  point  of  attack  if  possible.  He  succeeded  in  get¬ 
ting  a  few  shots  from  his  two  center  pieces.  Seeing  that  the  only  chance 
of  saving  the  artillery  still  left  lay  in  the  prompt  harnessing  and  hitch¬ 
ing  of  the  teams,  I  directed  Lieiitenant  Brewerton  to  hold  his  position 
as  long  as  possible,  and  hastened  to  the  caissons  of  Battery  D,  First 
Pemisylvania  Artillery,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Munk  to  use  every 
exertion  to  get  ofi'  as  many  of  them  as  possible.  Thence  proceeding  to 
the  caissons  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  finding  the  drivers, 
•  with  but  few  exceptions,  hitching  and  harnessing  their  teams  under  a 
heavy  fire,  with  the  greatest  steadiness,  I  went  to  Battery  L,  First  Ohio 
Artillery,  and  at  once  ordered  Captain  Gibbs  to  open  a  section  on  a 
line  of  the  enemy  advancing  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek  toward  the 
ford,  and  who  were  thus  about  to  cut  offi  the  other  batteries.  1  also 
directed  him  to  immediately  put  his  other  section  in  i)osition  some  300 
yards  to  the  left  on  the  more  elevated  portion  of  the  ridge.  The  fire 
at  the  enemy’s  line  across  the  creek,  directed  at  the  hashes  of  their 
guns,  was  very  accurate,  and  caused  them  to  fallback.  The  other  sec¬ 
tion,  on  reaching  the  point  desiguated,  found  itself  witliout  support  face 
to  face  with  another  line  of  the  enemy,  Avho  were  rapidly  ad  vancing  and 
had  at  Once  to  fall  back  to  avoid  capture.  Captain  Gibbs  had  also  to  with¬ 
draw  for  the  samereason  his  other  section.  Lieutenant  Brewerton  mean¬ 
while  turned  his  guns  upon  the  enemy  within  the  works  and  continued 
firing  until  they  had  advanced  to  within  twenty-five  yards  of  the  bat¬ 
tery,  when,  abandoned  by  the  infantry,  he  ran  his  guns  by  hand  down 
the  hill  to  the  caissons,  uidimbered  them,  and  proceeded  to  limber  up  to 
the  pieces.  At  this  juncture  the  enemy,  now  holding  the  works  on  the  hill 
to  the  front  and  left,  as  Avell  as  the  ridge  in  rear,  Avhence  they  had  forced 
Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  to  withdraw,  almost  completely  envel¬ 
oped  the  other  two  batteries.  Fortunately  they  halted  for  a  few  minutes, 
seemingly  to  reform  their  lines,  and  contented  themseUes  Avith  pouring 
a  heavy  musketry  fire  into  the  ravine.  They  also  fired  some  canister 
from  the  captured  guns  of  the  Pennsylvania  battery.  In  consequence 
of  the  mist  and  the  yet  uncertain  daylight  the  fire  was  comparatiA^ely 
harmless,  though  some  casualties  occurred  and  a  number  of  horses 
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were  shot.  Taking  advantage  of  this,  three  caissons  of  Battery  D,  First 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  five  pieces  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artil¬ 
lery,  with  its  battery  wagon  and  forge  and  wagon  train,  moved  out  to 
the  right  and  reached  the  pike,  whence,  though  under  a  heavy  fire  for 
more  than  a  mile,  they  all  got  out  safely,  except  the  battery  wagon,  the 
horses  of  which  being  shot,  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  In  extricating 
Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Brewerton  was  captured 
at  the  rear  of  his  column,  and  Second  Lieut.  Samuel  D.  Southworth, 
Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  the  only  other  officer  then  with  it,  was  killed. 
Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  having  been  withdrawn,  with  the  loss 
of  only  one  caisson,  it  was  placed  in  position  about  800  yards  to  the 
rear,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  pike,  where  it  fired  with  effect,  until 
the  infantry  line  gave  way,  when  it  fell  back,  and  was  put  in  position 
on  some  heights  near  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  where  it  again  fired  a 
few  rounds.  As  the  lines  fell  back,  being  without  support  from  the 
infantry,  I  withdrew  it,  keeping  it  between  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
and  the  right  of  General  Levin’s  cavalry  brigade.  General  Devin 
afterward  gave  me  a  squadron  to  sup])ort  it,  and  I  then  placed  it  in 
position  near  the  pike  just  beyond  Middletown,  where  it  fired  with 
marked  effect  on  the  enemy’s  infantry,  who  were  advancing  under 
cover  of  some  buildings.  Our  lines  then  slowly  falling  back  for 
about  a  mile,  the  battery  ceased  firing  and  retired.  Battery  B,  Fifth 
U.  S.  Artillery,  here  joined  me,  having  refitted  as  far  as  possible 
from  its  severe  losses  in  the  morning,  and  upon  the  advance  of  our 
lines,  about  3.30  i).  m.,  I  placed  it  in  position  on  the  east  side  of  the 
ifike,  where  it  fired  with  great  precision  ujion  the  enemy’s  artillery. 
The  supply  of  ammunition  becoming  short  in  the  absence  of  cais¬ 
sons,  1  was  compelled  to  send  three  pieces  back  to  the  ammunition 
train  to  refill  their  limber-chests.  1  then  moved  forward  Battery  L, 
First  Ohio  Artillery,  and  two  jiieces  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artil¬ 
lery,  in  charge  of  Second  Lieut.  C.  Holman,  up  the  pike,  and  imt  them 
in  position  a  short  distance  north  of  Aliddletown,  where  1  was  able  to 
get  an  enfilading  fire  upon  a  battery  of  the  enemy  and  a  portion  of  his 
infantry  line  who  were  making  a  determined  resistance  at  a  point  of 
woods  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike.  Some  very  eftective  firing  was 
done  with  solid  shot  from  Captain  Gibbs’ Napoleons  and  shell  from  the 
section  of  rified  guns  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery.  The  enemy 
being  forced  back,  and  being  now  joined  by  the  three  other  ])ieces  of 
Battery  B,  Fifth  IJ.  S.  Artiilery,  I  moved  the  two  batteries  up  the  iiike 
at  a  trot  through  Middletown,  and  when  about  half  a  mile  from  Cedar 
Creek  took  the  gallop  until  the  column  reached  the  heights  above  the 
creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike.  From  this  position  we  overlooked 
the  enemy’s  column  for  more  than  a  mile  beyond.  His  rear  was  some 
600  yards  only  to  our  front.  I  immediately  opened  the  Napoleon 
guns,  firing  toward  the  rear  of  the  column,  tlie  rified  guns  farther  in 
advance.  The  firing  was  very  accurate,  almost  every  shell  exploding 
directly  in  the  crowded  masses  before  us.  After  a  very  few  rounds 
evidences  of  com])lete  demoralization  could  be  plainly  seen,  wagons  and 
artillery  abandoned  by  tlieir  drivers  and  dashing  along  the  road  in 
wild  confusion,  and  damaging  or  destroying  each  other  by  collisions. 
Our  cavalry,  who  had  now  formed,  then  charged  and  easily  captured 
everything  in  sight.  Tlie  enemy  attempted  to  cover  his  retreat  by  a 
battery,  which  fired  with  great  precision  for  a  short  time,  causing  a 
number  of  casualties,  aiiiong  otli(‘rs  Captain  Gibbs,  Battery  L,  First 
Ohio  Artillery,  who  was  severely  wounded.  Upon  the  advance  of  the 
.cavalry  I  ceased  firing.  It  was  then  almost  dark. 
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Tbe  casualties  during  the  day  in  the  artillery  were  52 — 7  killed,  17 
wounded,  and  28  missing.  Out  of  twelve  commissioned  officers  present 
for  duty  at  the  opening  of  the  battle,  six  were  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken  x)risoners. 

J  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Second  Lieut.  Samuel  1).  South  worth.  Sec¬ 
ond  U.  S.  Artillery,  serving  with  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  who 
was  killed  early  in  the  action  near  the  rear  of  the  column,  while  with¬ 
drawing  the  guns  of  the  battery.  Lieutenant  Southworth  was  one  of 
the  most  promising  young  artillery  officers  in  the  service — efficient, 
zealous,  and  brave,  beloved  and  respected  by  all  Avho  knew  him.  His 
loss  is  one  which  it  will  be  hard  to  replace.  Among  the  losses  in  pris¬ 
oners  were  Surg.  I.  D.  Knight,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  senior  medical  officer, 
subsequently  released  by  the  enemy  in  their  flight,  Oapt.  Janies  Gilliss, 
assistant  quartermaster,  First  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Brewerton,  Fifth  H.  S. 
Artillery,  commanding  Battery  B,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery,  and  Second 
Lieut.  James  Boyle,  Battery  H,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  who  was 
knocked  down  close  to  the  guns  with  a  clubbed  musket  while  in  the  act 
of  sabering  a  rebel. 

Capt.  F.  C.  Gibbs,  commanding  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  was 
the  only  officer  wounded.  He  was  struck  just  before  dark  by  a  piece 
of  the  last  shell  fired  by  the  enemy,  after  being  conspicuous  throughout 
the  whole  day  for  efficiency  and  gallantry.  I  desire  to  particularly  call 
attention  to  the  coolness  and  bravery  evinced  under  the  most  trying  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  First  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Brewerton,  commanding  Battery  B, 
Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery.  He  succeeded  in  getting  five  of  his  six  pieces 
off  almost  miraculously,  and  deserves  tbe  greatest  credit  in  this  con¬ 
nection. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  good  conduct  and  courage  displayed 
by  all  the  officers  and  the  enlisted  men  in  general  throughout  the 
whole  action.  To  the  obstinacy  and  determination  with  which  they 
stuck  by  their  guns  to  the  last  moment  are  to  be  attributed  tbe  heavy 
losses  in  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery.  Battery  L,  First 
Ohio  Artillery,  came  under  my  immediate  notice  during  the  whole  day 
and  behaved  admirably  at  all  times. 

To  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  Battery  B,  Fifth 
U.  S.  Artillery,  a  special  tribute  is  due  for  the  coolness,  steadiness,  and 
unflinching  bravery  which  they  displayed  throughout,  and  specially 
in  the  early  part  of  the  action  in  harnessing  and  hitching  under  a 
heavy  fire  and  in  the  extricating  of  the  battery  and  the  saving  of  the 
greater  jiart  of  its  material  when  almost  within  the  enemy’s  line.  For 
further  details  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accomx^auying  reports  of 
the  batteries. 

The  total  losses  in  material  during  the  day  Avere :  7  guns,  10  caissons, 
2  battery  AA^agons,  1  forge,  3  army  wagons,  1  ambulance,  21  sets  of  ar¬ 
tillery  harness  for  two  horses,  45  artillery  horses  and  18  mules.  About 
two-thirds  of  the  animals  were  killed.  All  the  guns  except  one,  with 
most  of  the  caissons,  &c.,  were  recaptured  at  the  close  of  the  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  J)\J  POKT, 

Captain^  Fifth  U,  kS.  Arty.y  Chief  of  Artillery^  Army  of  TV.  Va. 

Capt.  AVilliam  McKinley,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -Gener a f  Dept,  of  West  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gihhs^  Battery  X,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery^ 
of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 

Camp  near  Cedar  Creek,  Va.^  October  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following*  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  Battery  L,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  in  the  engagement  of  October 
19,  1864,  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. : 

Jnst  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  October  19, 1864, 
Avhile  in  camp  on  the  north  bank  of  Cedar  Creek,  with  my  guns  in 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  pike  overlooking 
the  creek,  I  was  aroused  by  a  straggling  fire  of  musketry  on  my  left 
and  front.  I  immediately  ordered  my  cannoneers  to  their  post  and  the 
horses  to  be  harnessed.  During  this  time  stragglers  from  the  left  in 
large  numbers  were  passing  through  my  camp,  reporting  the  caiiture 
by  the  enemy  of  the  artillery  and  earth-Avorks  on  my  left.  Captain  Du 
Pont  soon  after  arrived  ordenng  one  section  of  my  battery  to  take  posi¬ 
tion  on  a  high  cleared  point  to  tlie  rear  of  my  position,  and  the  caissons 
to  the  rear;  also  to  open  on*  the  enemy  in  front,  which  I  did  at  once. 
The  caissons  were  sent  to  the  rear,  but  so  rapid  had  been  the  enemy^s 
advance  that  the  wheel  horses  of  my  rear  caisson  were  shot  down  and 
the  caisson  abandoned.  While  the  battery  which  had  fired  a  few  rounds 
of  case-shot  Avas  limbered  up  and  started  for  the  pike  from  the  other 
flank  doAAm  a  very  steep  hill- side,  and  as  my  last  piece  left  the  position, 
my  camp  was  full  of  the  enemy  rushing  for  my  pieces,  and  but  for  the 
fortunate  occurrence  of  the  lock-chain  breaking  just  as  the  piece  reached 
the  foot  of  the  hill  it  must  have  been  captured.  I  brought  the  battery 
doAA  11  the  pike,  when  one  of  my  guns  was  ordered  in  position  in  the  rear 
of  the  center  of  Kitching’s  Provisional  Division,  east  of  the  pike,  and 
my  other  three  guns  a  little  to  the  rear  and  left  of  the  same  division.  I 
opened  with  case  shot,  and  soon  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  charge,  when 
I  ordered  canister,  but  my  supports  giving  away  without  any  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  immediately  limbered  up  and  got 
away  just  in  time  to  save  capture.  I  then  crossed  to  the  west  side  of 
the  pike,  crossing  a  run  which  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  pike,  going 
into  position  on  a  crest  beyond.  We  here  fired  a  number  of  rounds, 
and  as  the  right  of  our  lines  fell  back  Captain  Du  Pont  ordered  me  to 
fall  back  to  a  position  still  farther  to  the  rear  on  a  higher  crest  running 
parallel  to  our  former  position.  I  was  here  supported  by  a  squadron  of 
General  Devin’s  command.  1  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Du  Pont 
to  take  a  jiosition  to  the  left  and  rear  which  commanded  Middletown, 
where  we  did  good  execution  on  buildings  filled  with  the  enemy’s  sharp¬ 
shooters,  using  case-shot;  and  also  sent  our  compliments  in  the  shape 
of  solid  shot  to  a  battery  in  the  south  end  of  the  town.  The  right  still 
falling  back,  I  limbered  up  and  took  a  position  farther  to  the  rear  and 
firing.  From  there  I  fell  back  beyond  a  farm-house,  going  into  posi¬ 
tion.  From  there  struck  the  pike  one  mile  north  of  Middletown  and 
Avent  into  position  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  pike.  From  there  I  Avent  into 
position  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike  in  the  rear  of  a  large  barn.  I  then 
was  ordered  to  return,  going  into  position  on  the  west  side,  and  Battery 
B,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  on  the  east  side  of  the  pike.  At  4p.  m.  Cap¬ 
tain  Du  Pont  ordered  my  battery  forward  to  a  position  on  the  west  side 
of  the  pike,  600  yards  north  from  Middletown.  We  here  opened  on  a 
battery  near  a  point  of  Avoods  southAvest  of  the  town,  using  solid  shot 
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and  receiving  from  them  a  severe  lire  of  shell.  The  battery  was  soon 
silenced  and  th(',  enemy  gave  way  from  behind  a  stone  wall  on  the  north 
side  of  a  plowed  field  (the  battery  we  had  silenced  being  on  the  south 
side),  when  we  poured  a  concentrated  fire  into  them  for  some  minutes 
until  they  disappeared.  Captain  Du  Pont  then  ordered  me  to  limber 
up  and  forward  on  the  trot.  We  came  up  to  the  skirmish  line,  and  I 
was  ordered  into  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike  on  a  crest  over¬ 
looking  the  south  bank  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  opened  on  a  battery  which 
was  annoying  our  troops  terribly;  it  was  soon  silenced.  We  then 
turned  our  attention  to  the  mass  of  men,  horses,  artillery,  and  baggage 
wagons  of  the  enemy  who  were  crowding  the  pike  in  confusion  in  their 
efforts  to  get  away,  until  we  had  fired  away  our  last  shot  in  the  limber- 
chest. 

I  was  ably  seconded  by  Lieut.  H.  F.  Guthrie,  of  my  battery,  while  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  could  not  be  surpassed  in  gal¬ 
lantry  and  courage  under  the  very  severe  fire  we  were  frequently  under. 
I  had  eight  men  wounded,  three  mortally.  I  was  myself  severely 
wounded  in  the  foot  by  a  piece  of  shell  by  the  last  round  the  enemy 
fired,  and  had  a  horse  shot  under  me  in  the  morning.  Eleven  horses 
were  killed. 

I  fired  2G1  rounds  of  fixed  ammunitidn ;  went  into  position  twelve 
times ;  fired  my  first  shot  at  daybreak,  my  last  at  dark. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  GIBBS, 

Captain^  Commanding  L  Battery^  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Lem.  Evans, 

Adjutant  Artillery  Brigade^  Department  of  West  Virginia. 


Ko.  132. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  Miinli^  Battery  i>.  First  Pennsylva^iia  Light 
Artillery^  of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  Batty.  D,  First  Penn.  Eeserve  Light  Arty., 

Camp  near  Cedar  Creelc,  Fu.,  October  25.,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  request  for  a  report  of  the  part  my  battery 
took  while  engaged  in  the  action  of  the  19th  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  advise  you  as  follows,  viz : 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1864,  Capt.  H.  A.  Du  Pont,  chief  of  artillery, 
ordered  my  battery  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  Cedar 
Creek  bridge,  the  place  then  held  and  being  intrenched  by  the  brigade 
of  infantry  commanded  by  Colonel  Harris.  After  having  placed  my 
battery  in  the  position  indicated  I  was  ordered  by  Capt.  H.  A.  Du  Pont, 
chief  of  artillery,  to  intrench  my  guns  and  send  my  caissons  and  horses 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill  under  cover  in  rear  of  and  some  sixty  yards  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  pieces.  This  was  accordingly  done  and  all  necessary 
preparation  made  to  defend  the  battery  should  the  enemy  attack  our 
position.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  October,  1864,  at  reveille,  as 
was  then  the  custom,  my  cannoneers  went  to  their  posts  at  the  guns ; 
presently  several  musket  shots  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  my  front. 
This  was  the  only  intimation  of  an  enemy  near  at  hand,  until  they  were 
discerned  advancing  in  line  of  battle  not  twenty  yards  distant  from  my 
battery.  I  immediately  opened  fire  on  them  with  canister,  firing  some 
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fifteen  rounds,  when  the  infantry  supports  on  iny  left  offering’  but  little 
resistance  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  reach  the  inside  of  the  works, 
and  after  firing  one  volley  charged  the  battery  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
with  clubbed  muskets  drove  the  cannoneers  from  the  pieces.  When 
the  guns  were  captured  I  ran  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  ordered  the 
drivers  to  harness  up  their  horses  and  hitch  to  the  caissons,  but  being 
under  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry,  and  having  many  recruits  not  accus¬ 
tomed  to  harnessing  up,  under  those  circumstances  I  was  unable  to  get 
but  three  of  them  away. 

In  the  action  I  lost  6  men  killed,  6  men  wounded,  17  enlisted  men  and 

I  first  lieutenant  missing  j  6  pieces,  with  limbers  complete,  3  caissons, 

II  artillery  horses,  1  battery  wagon,  with  all  its  contents,  1  battery 
forge,  with  all  its  contents,  3  army  wagons,  18  mules,  10  sets  artillery 
lead  harness,  3  sets  artillery  Avheel  harness  captured. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MUJS^K, 

First  Lieut. j  Comdg.  Batty.  D,  First  Penn.  Reserve  Light  Arty. 

Captain  Du  Pont, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 


Ko.  133. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont.,  Battery  J5,  Fifth  IT.  8.  Artillery.,  of 

operations  October  19. 

Gamp  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery, 

Fear  Cedar  Creehj  Va.,  October  29,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  the  absence  of  all  the  officers  on  duty  with  Battery  B, 
Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  killed  or  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  enemy  in  the  engagement  of  that  date  at  Cedar  Creek, 
Ya.,  I  respectfully  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  battery  on  that  occasion,  in  addition  to  my  report  of  the  artillery 
as  a  whole : 

The  battery  (six  3-inch  rifled  ordnance  guns)  was  in  position  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  behind  earth-works,  on  the  crest  of  a  steep 
ridge  to  the  left  of  the  pike  rising  abruptly  from  the  banks  of  Cedar 
Creek.  Behind  this  ridge  and  parallel  to  it  is^  second  one,  Avhich  com¬ 
mands  it  somewhat  j  this  was  not  occupied  by  troops.  In  the  ravine 
between  these  ridges,  about  120  yards  from  the  battery,  was  the  camii, 
with  the  caissons,  horses,  harnesses,  battery  wagon  and  forge,  and  the 
train.  Upon  the  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy  before  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  First  Lieut.  Henry  F.  Brewerton,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artil¬ 
lery,  who  was  in  command  of  the  battery,  had  the  men  all  ready  and 
on  the  alert,  and  immediately  ordered  the  guns  to  be  loaded  Avitli  can¬ 
ister;  but  the  enemy  not  attacking  on  his  front,  but  some  300  yards  to 
his  left,  I  ordered  him  to  fire  some  shots,  if  possible,  toward  the  point 
of  attack.  He  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  shots  in  that  direction  from 
the  two  pieces  of  his  center  section.  The  infantry  on  the  left,  tlien 
breaking  and  abandoning  their  works  (which  Avere  at  once  occu])ied  by 
the  enemy).  Lieutenant  BreAA^erton  turned  the  two  iiieces  of  his  left  sec¬ 
tion  upon  them  (now  Avithin  the  works),  and  fired  at  them  Avith  canister 
until  they  had  advanced  to  Avithin  tAventy-five  paces  of  his  guns,  Avlieii 
he  ceased  firing  and  ran  tlie  pieces  by  liand  doAvn  the  hill  to  the  cais¬ 
sons.  The  limbers  he  ay  as  compelled  to  leave.  The  inlantry  fell  back 
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before  be  moved  tbe  guns,  and  failed  to  assist  tlie  cannoneers  in  get¬ 
ting  them  down,  though  asked  to  do  so.  Meantime  the  drivers  of  the 
battery  and  train  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  with  horses  unhitched  and 
unharnessed  and  tied  to  the  picket-rope  at  the  moment  of  tiie  attack, 
stood  manfully  to  tlieir  posts,  Avitli  but  few  exceptions,  and  with  the 
utmost  steadiness  and  gallantry  harnessed  and  hit(^hed  up  their  teams 
under  a  heavy  lire.  When  the  guns  arrived  at  the  caissons  in  the 
ravine  the  intrenchments  on  the  heights  above  to  the  front  and  left, 
not  150  yards  distant,  were  occuined  by  the  enemy,  who  also  held  the 
second  parallel  ridge  directly  in  rear,  thus  surrounding  them  on  three 
sides.  In  this  position  they  fortunately  halted  for  a  few  minutes,  evi¬ 
dently  to  reform  their  lines.  It  Avas  now  just  daylight,  but  a  heavy 
mist  lArevented  their  seeing  the  prize  in  their  A-ery  grasp,  and  they  con¬ 
tented  themselves  while  reforming  on  the  heights  above  Avith  pouring 
a  heavy  musketry  and  artillery  lire  in  the  ravine,  most  of  Avhich  passed 
over.  A  number  of  horses  Avere,  howeA^er,  shot.  Profiting  by  this  for¬ 
tunate  circumstance  the  train  of  seven  Avagons  and  ambulances,  the 
forge  and  battery  wagon,  inoA^ed  out  on  the  left  and  reached  the  i)ike. 
Lieutenant  BreAverton  at  the  same  time  had  the  caissons  unlimbered 
and  limbered  up  to  the  pieces,  all  of  which  he  succeeded  in  getting  oft' 
Avith  the  exception  of  one,  AA^hich  entangled  in  some  trees  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  and  delayed  by  a  gully  in  getting  it  to  the  caissons  Avas  una- 
A'oidably  abandoned.  The  limber  belonging  to  its  caisson  was,  how¬ 
ever,  brought  oft'  safely.  Here  Lieutenant  BreAA  erton,  who  was  at  the 
rear  of  tlie  column  Avith  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  several  i)ri- 
vates,  Avere  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  Second 
Lieut.  Samuel  I).  SoutliAvorth,  Second  IT.  S.  Artillery,  the  only  other 
officer  on  duty  Avith  the  battery  except  Lieutenant  BreAverton,  Avas 
killed.  In  him  the  seiwice  lost  a  brave,  intelligent,  and  faithful  officer. 
The  column,  now  much  scaltered,  moved  rapidly  up  the  pike,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  beyond  Middletown,  some  of  the  carriages  narrowly  escap¬ 
ing  capture  near  Middletown  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  avIio  succeeded 
in  picking  up  one  of  the  drivers  of  the  captured  limbers  with  his  team. 
At  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  from  the  camp  the  battery  wagon,  then 
passing  the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  was  lost,  three  of  the 
six  horses  being  killed  and  the  driver  wounded.  The  infantry  falling 
back  nothing  could  be  done  but  to  bring  off  the  remaining  three  horses. 
The  battery  (five  pieces)  was  now  joined  by  Second  Lieuts.  Charles 
Holman  and  B.  F.  Nash,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  the  latter  having  just 
arrived  from  Winchester  on  his  return  from  detached  service,  and  was 
moved  back  to  the  front  by  my  order  and  put  in  position  on  the  left  of 
the  pike,  Avhere  it  fired  with  good  effect  upon  the  enemy’s  artillery. 
The  enemy  falling  back,  and  the  supply  of  ammunition  in  the  limbers 
becoming  scant,  I  directed  it  all  to  be  placed  in  those  of  two  pieces 
which  I  sent  forward  and  placed  in  position  to  the  left  of  the  pike 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  front,  firing  with  marked  eff’ect  at  the  enemy, 
who  Avere  posted  at  a  point  of  woods  near  Middletown.  The  three 
other  pieces  were  sent  back  to  the  ammunition  train  to  fill  their  limber- 
chests.  The  enemy  being  again  forced  back,  and  the  other  pieces  hav¬ 
ing  returned,  the  battery  moved  forward  at  a  trot  up  the  ifike  through 
Middletown,  and  when  within  half  a  mile  from  Cedar  Creek  took  the 
gallop  and  Avent  in  position  on  the  heights  above  the  stream  to  the  right 
of  the  pike,  and  at  once  opened  with  great  precision  upon  the  enemy’s 
column,  the  rear  of  which  was  not  more  than  GOO  yards  distant,  and 
which  was  in  full  view  for  a  mile  beyond.  The  firing  was  kept  up  till 
dark  with  the  most  marked  effect. 
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Tlie  casualties  during  the  day  were  1  commissioned  officer  (Lieu¬ 
tenant  Soiithwortli)  killed,  1  commissioned  officer  (Lieutenant  Brewer- 
ton)  taken  prisoner,  2  enlisted  men  wounded,  G  taken  prisoners,  and  1 
missing. 

The  battery  lost  1  gun  and  G  caissons,  battery  wagon,  and  7  sets  of 
harness  for  two  horses.  The  battery  wagon,  3  caissons,  with  the  rear 
part  of  a  fourth  were  recaptured  at  the  close  of  the  day.  The  total 
loss  ill  horses  was  25 — 10  killed,  2  wounded,  and  13  captured  by  the 
enemy.  Two  hundred  and  forty-five  rounds  of  ammunition  Avere  ex¬ 
pended  by  the  battery  during  the  day. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  coolness  and 
gallantry  evinced  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  by  the  officers 
with  the  battery  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement — First  Lieut. 
Henry  F.  Brewerton,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  Samuel 
D.  South  worth,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery — as  well  as  to  the  zeal,  courage, 
and  splendid  conduct  of  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  battery 
without  exception.  I  Av^ould  particularly  mention  First  Sergt.  James 
A.  Webb,  in  charge  of  the  caissons  and  horses  at  the  moment  of  the 
attack;  Quartermaster- Sergt.  Kobert  Sautholf;  Sergt.  Charles  R.  Rog¬ 
ers,  stable-sergeant  of  the  battery;  Sergt.  Willard  A.  Petrie,  and  Cor¬ 
poral  of  ordnance  Michael  Kelly.  The  steadiness  and  brave  conduct 
of  the  enlisted  men  in  general  could  not  be  excelled.  I  would  specially 
name  Privates  James  Scott,  John  Dailies,  Joseph  S.  Kingsbury,  L.  H. 
Grow,  Eugene  Marker,  Alonzo  Tompkins,  Peter  Riley,  Edward  G. 
Weaver,  Edgar  H.  Stone,  William  J.  Shellenbarger,  William  S.  Saftbrd, 
and  Wagoner  Michael  A.  Schadt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  DU  PONT, 

Capialn  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Artillery^  Commanding  Battery  7>, 

Chief  of  ArtiUery^  Army  of  West  Virginia. 

[Capt.  R.  P.  Kennedy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. \ 


Ko.  131.  . 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Afaj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torherf  U.  S.  Army.,  Chief  of 
Cavalry^  of  operations  August  S-Oetoher  31^  JVovemher  72,  and  Novem¬ 
ber  21-23. 

Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

•  [November  — ,  1864.\ 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  July,  18G4,  I  received  an  order  to 
march  the  First  Division  of  Cavalry,  which  I  Avas  then  commanding, 
and  which  was  at  that  time  encamped  near  Lee\s  Mill,  Prince  George 
County,  Ya.,  to  City  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  it  for  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  The  division  moA^ed  according  to  orders,  and  commenced 
to  embark  on  the  night  of  the  31st.  It  was  concentrated  at  Harper’s 
F erry,  Va.,  by  the  night  of  the  0th  of  August  following.  On  my  arrival 
at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  August  I  reported 
in  person  at  once  to  Major-General  Sheridan,  who  was  then  commanding 
the  Middle  Military  Division,  and  was  appointed  chief  of  cavalry  for  that 
division,  Avhich  command  consisted  (organized  troops  for  the  field)  of  the 
First  Division  of  Cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Merritt 
commanding;  Second  Division  West  Yirginia  Cavalry,  General  Averell 
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commanding,  and  First  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Brigadier- 
General  Duffie  commanding.  Brigadier-General  AverelFs  division  was 
tlien  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  Brigadier-General  Duffle’s  at  Hancock, 
Md.  Both  of  these  divisions  were  ordered  to  join  the  army  by  the 
shortest  practicable  route.  At  this  time  a  brigade  was  formed,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania, 
Cole’s  cavalry,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Lowell,  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Cavalry,  and  assigned  to  the  First  Division  as  the  Third 
Brigade.  1  left  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.,  August  10,  with  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  Cavalry,  General  Merritt  commanding,  in  the  advance.  Arriving 
at  Charlestown,  Va.,  the  Deserve,  First,  and  Second  Brigades  took  the 
direct  road  to  Berry ville,  Va.,  the  Third  Brigade  was  sent  to  Summit 
Point,  Va.,  thus  placing  it  on  the  right  of  the  army  and  the  Eeserve, 
First,  and  Second  Brigades  on  the  left.  Arriving  at  Berryville,  a 
reconnaissance  was  sent  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  as  far  as  the 
Opequon  Creek,  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  across  the  creek.  The 
main  body  took  the  Berryville  and  Millwood  pike  as  far  as  the  Stone 
Chapel,  about  three  miles,  turned  to  the  right  to  go  over  to  the  Mill- 
wood  and  Winchester  pike.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  latter  pike  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  was  met  in  i)retty  strong  force.  They  were  imme¬ 
diately  engaged  and  driven  from  the  held.  The  command  then  went 
into  camp  in  the  neighborhood  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  the  next  day  (11th)  the  Keserve,  First,  and  Second  Bri¬ 
gades  moved  on  the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike  to  the  Opequon 
Creek.  From  this  point  the  First  Brigade  (Brigadier-General  Custer) 
was  sent  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
about  three  miles,  and  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  on  their  infantry 
lines,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  the  arrival  of  our  infantry  at 
the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike,  near  the  Opequon  Creek.  In  the 
meantime  the  Eeserve  and  Second  Brigades  (Brigadier-General  Mer¬ 
ritt)  moved  round  still  farther  to  the  left  to  get  possession  of  the  Front 
Eoyal  and  Wmchester  pike.  About  a  mile  from  the  pike  they  met  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  in  force  with  artillery.  Brigadier-General  Merritt 
immediately  engaged  them,  and  after  a  severe  light  he  drove  them 
across  the  pike  and  three  miles  back  in  the  direction  of  Newtown,  Va., 
on  the  Valley  pike.  In  the  meantime  the  First  Brigade  (Brigadier- 
General  Custer)  was  brought  up,  and  the  whole  division  was  advanced 
in  the  direction  of  Newtown.  Advancing  about  a  mile  and  a  half  they 
were  opposed  by  a  strong  force;  not  being  able  to  tell  whether  they  were 
dismounted  cavalry  or  infantry  an  attack  was  ordered — the  attacking 
party  being  dismounted.  After  a  very  severe  light  the  enemy  was 
driven  from  his  first  ])osition.  By  prisoners  being  captured  we  learned 
that  it  was  Gordon’s  division  of  infantry,  the  rear  guard  of  Major- 
General  Early’s  army.  The  attack  was  immediately  suspended,  and 
our  force  fell  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half  and  went  into  camp,  it  being 
now  after  dark.  About  this  time  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Lowell), 
with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  joined  us  from  the  right  of  the  army. 

On  the  next  morning  (12th)  the  cavalry  moved  in  the  direction  ot 
Newtown,  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Lowell)  in  advance.  Arriving 
at  Newtown,  on  tlie  Strasburg  and  Winchester  pike,  the  Third,  First, 
and  Eeserve  Brigades  moved  in  the  direction  of  Strasburg.  The 
Second  Brigade  (Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin)  moved  west  in  the 
direction  of  Fawcett’s  Gap,  and  then  toward  Cedar  Creek  on  the  Back 
road  about  three  or  four  miles  from  tlie  main  pike.  These  columns 
moved  steadily  along  toward  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  skirmishing  slightly 
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with  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  Valley  pike,  the 
Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Lowell)  drove  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  across 
and  advanced  to  the  other  side  and  held  this  x)osition  until  relieved  by 
our  infantry  during  the  same  afternoon.  The  command  then  went  into 
position  as  follows  for  the  night:  The  First  Brigade  (Brigadier-General 
Custer)  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  picketing  the  Shenandoah  Eiver  and 
watching  the  left;  the  Third  and  Eeserve  Brigades  on  the  right  of  the 
l)ike,  picketing  Cedar  Creek  ard  watching  the  right.  Just  after  dark 
the  Second  Brigade  (Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin)  arrived  from 
the  Back  road  and  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  Valley  pike  in  rear 
of  the  First  Brigade. 

On  the  13th  the  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Eeserve  Brigades  moved  to 
the  right,  crossing  Cedar  Creek  about  a  mile  from  the  Valley  pike,  and 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Strasburg  in  two  columns.  After  remainiog 
in  front  of  Strasburg  in  rear  of  the  infantry  skirmish  line  a  short  time 
the  command  recrossed  Cedar  Creek  and  went  into  its  former  x)osition. 
At  daylight  on  the  14th  the  Second  Brigade  moved  off  to  the  left  onto 
the  Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  pike,  at  Cedarville,  about  seven  miles, 
and  two  miles  from  the  Shenandoah  Eiver,  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
the  Luray  Valley.  The  same  day  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Lowell) 
moved  off  to  the  right  on  the  Back  road,  where  it  crossed  Cedar  Creek, 

On  the  15th  Brigadier-General  Duffie  rex)orted  to  me  with  his  divis¬ 
ion,  about  900  strong,  and  was  ordered  to  Berryville.  Brigadier-General 
Averell  also  reported  the  arrival  of  his  division  at  Martinsburg,  and 
was  ordered  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  On  the  morning  of 
the  15th  Brigadier-General  Merritt,  with  the  First  and  Eeserve  Bri¬ 
gades,  moved  over  to  the  Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  x)ike,  posting 
the  Eeserve  Brigade  at  Stony  Point,  about  three  miles  north  of  Cedar¬ 
ville,  and  the  First  Brigade  at  Cedarville.  One  regiment  of  the  Third 
Brigade  was  left  at  the  crossing  of  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  V alley  pike.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th  [16th]  the  pickets  of  the  First  and  Second  Bri¬ 
gades  were  attacked  near  the  Shenandoah  Eiver  by  two  brigades  of 
infantry  of  Kershaw’s  division  and  Wickham’s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
supported  by  three  pieces  of  artillery.  Brigadier-General  Merritt 
moved  out  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  to  meet  the  attack,  and, 
after  a  severe  engagement,  totally  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  across  the  Shenandoah  Elver,  killing  and  wounding  about  300 
men,  capturing  nearly  300  luusoners  and  2  infantry  battle-flags,  with  a  i 
loss  on  our  side  of  but  60  men. '  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to 
Brigadier-Generals  Merritt,  Custer,  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Devin 
for  their  good  judgment  and  gallantry  disx)layed  on  this  occasion,  for 
with  two  brigades  of  cavalry  they  defeated  two  brigades  of  infantry  and 
one  of  cavalry,  with  a  loss  on  our  side  of  but  sixty  men.  Orders  were 
issued  this  day  for  the  cavalry  to  fall  back  the  next  morning,  the  16th 
[17th],  in  the  direction  of  Winchester  and  Berryville,  with  directions  to 
drive  off  all  stock  and  destroy  all  forage  they  were  not  able  to  use  up  as 
far  as  the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  [17th]  the  First  Division  of  Cavalry  (Briga¬ 
dier-General  Merritt)  fell  back,  moving  in  five  separate  columns,  the 
First,  Eeserve,  and  Second  Brigades  concentrating  at  Berryville,  the 
Tliird  Brigade  at  Winchester.  About  11  a.  m.  this  day,  the  16th  [17th], 
Brigadier-General  Wilson,  Avith  the  Third  Division  of  Cavalry  from  the 
Army  of  the  I  ^otomac,  reported  to  me  at  Winchester,  liaving  been  ordered 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  via  Washington  and  Ashby’s  Gap.  The 
infantry  having  left  Winchester  that  morning,  and  being  ordered  to 
cover  the  rear,  I  placed  Brigadier-General  Wilson’s  division  (the  Third) 
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in  position  for  that  purpose  on  the  hills  south  of  Winchester;  also  one 
brigade  of  infantry  (700  muskets),  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Sixth  Corps,  commanded  by  Col.  William  II.  Penrose,  Fifteenth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  which  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  that 
morning.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  enemy,  having 
followed  up,  attacked  the  iiickets  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division 
(Colonel  Lowell),  which  was  concentrating  at  Winchester.  That  bri¬ 
gade  was  then  drawn  in  and  placed  on  the  left  to  cover  the  Berryville 
and  Winchester  pike.  Skirmishing  soon  became  general,  the  enemy 
apparently  in  strong  force.  It  was  sometime  before  it  could  be  defi¬ 
nitely  determined  whether  the  enemy  had  cavalry  only,  or  both  cavalry 
and  infantry.  The  engagement  became  jiretty  general,  and  I  learned 
I  was  fighting  Breckinridge’s  corps,  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army. 
It  was  now  about  dark,  and  I  immediately  made  dispositions  to  with¬ 
draw,  ordering  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  (Colonel  Lowell),  to 
fall  back  to  the  Opequon  Creek,  on  the  Winchester  and  Berryville 
pike.  The  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Chap¬ 
man),  was  ordered  to  move  through  the  town  and  take  position  on  the 
opposite  side.  Just  as  the  infantry  and  the  First*  Brigade,  Third  Di¬ 
vision  (Brigadier-General  McIntosh),  was  about  to  withdraw  the  enemy 
made  a  charge  on  the  whole  line  and  succeeded  in  capturing  about  200 
of  the  infantry  and  50  of  the  cavalry.  The  artillery,  which  was  admi¬ 
rably  served,  and  up  to  the  last  moment,  with  a  plentiful  use  of  canister, 
checked  the  enemy’s  advance  and  gave  us  time  to  withdraw  in  good 
order.  The  whole  command  was  withdrawn  to  the  opposite  side  of 
Winchester,  and  formed  to  await  a  farther  advance  of  the  enemy  and 
for  our  trains  to  get  to  the  rear.  About  9  p.  m.  we  commenced  to  fall 
back  to  Summit  Point.  At  this  time  orders  were  sent  to  Brigadier- 
General  Averell  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Charlestown.  Orders  were 
afterward  sent  him  by  Major-General  Sheridan  to  move  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Shepherdstown  and  cover  the  fords  across  the  Potomac.  On 
the  morning  of  the  18th  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson) 
arrived  at  Summit  Point  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  infan¬ 
try,  and  watching  the  country  well  to  his  front,  and  eonnecting  with 
Brigadier-General  Averell  on  his  right,  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield ; 
the  First  Division  (Brigadier- General  Merritt)  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Berryville,  covering  the  country  from  the  Opequon  Creek  to  Snicker’s 
Gap;  the  First  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General 
Duffie)  was  ordered  to  Charlestown. 

On  the  19th  and  20th  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  remained  in  the 
same  position  as  that  of  the  18th.  On  the  21st  the  rebel  army  advanced 
in  three  columns — by  Smithfield,  Summit  Point,  and  Berryville — on  our 
army,  concentrated  about  Charlestown,  Ya.  The  First  Ilivision  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Duffie)  was  ordered  out  across 
the  Charlestown  and  Leetown  road,  on  the  right  of  the  infantry;  the 
First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and 
Wilson)  were  ordered  to  fall  back  slowly,  as  the  enemy’s  infantry  col¬ 
umns  advanced,  and  pass  to  the  right  of  the  army,  where  they  were 
massed,  except  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  (Colonel  Lowell), 
which  was  posted  on  the  left  and  front.  The  army  fell  back  to  Hall- 
town,  Va.,  that  night  (the  21st),  and  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  fall 
back  the  next  morning. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  enemy  advanced  rapidly, 
with  strong  infantry  skirmishers,  and  were  held  in  check  by  the 
First  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Duffie), 
the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  (Colonel  Lowell),  and  part  of  the 
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Tliird  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson),  until  the  'First  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt)  could  withdraw  in  the  direction  of  Shep- 
herdstown  and  the  trains  withdraw  to  the  rear.  The  First  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt)  marched  direct  to  Shepherdstown j  the 
Third  Division  (Brigadier- General  Wilson)  fell  back  to  Halltown,  Ya., 
taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  infantry;  the  First  Division  West 
Yirginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Duffle)  moved  to  Point  of  Bocks, 
Md.,  crossing  the  Potomac,  via  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.;  the  Third  Bri¬ 
gade,  First  Division  (Colonel  Lowell),  fell  back  to  Halltown,  and  took 
position  on  the, left  of  the  infantry;  the  Second  Division  West  Yir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Averell)  was  now  across  the  Potomac 
Biver,  his  main  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Fair  Play,  Md.,  and  watching 
the  fords  on  the  upper  Potomac.  On  the  23d  and  24th  the  cavalry 
remained  in  the  same  position  as  on  the  22d. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  marched  the  First  and  Third  Divis¬ 
ions  of  Cavalry  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Wilson)  to  Kearney s- 
ville  by  two  routes,  making  the  junction  half  a  mile  from  Kearneys- 
ville.  From  there  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Leetown  in  two 
columns,  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  on  the  right 
and  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  YTlson)  on  the  left. 
About  one  mile  from  Leetown  a  small  cavalry  force  was  met  in 
a  heavy  woods,  and  from  all  the  information  that  could  be  obtained 
went  to  show  that  nothing  but  cavalry  was  in  our  front,  and  disposi¬ 
tion  was  immediately  made  to  attack.  A  brigade  was  sent  on  each 
flank,  two  to  attack  in  front  and  one  held  in  reserve.  •  Soon  after  the 
attack  was  commenced  it  was  found  that  we  were  fighting  infantry — 
a  division  of  Breckinridge’s  corps,  while  on  the  march  in  the  direction 
of  Shepherd stown,  Ya.  The  attack  was  so  sudden  and  vigorous  the 
division  was  thrown  in  complete  confusion  and  back  three-quarters 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  lost  250  killed  and  wounded,  together  with  one 
brigade  commander.  I  then  concluded  to  fall  back^  which  was  done 
in  good  order,  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  taking 
the  road  from  Kearneysville,  via  Duffleld’s  Station,  to  the  right 
of  the  army;  the  First  Division  (Brigadier- General  Merritt)  taking 
the  direct  road  to  Shepherdstown,  Ya.,  the  enemy  following  up  the 
latter  column  with  infantry  and  artillery.  Kear  Shepherdstown  the 
First  Brigade  (Brigadier-General  Custer)  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  a 
regiment  of  the  Beserve  Brigade,  which  was  the  rear  guard  and  which 
was  about  to  be  cut  off  from  the  main  body.  Soon  after  this  brigade 
was  cut  off  from  the  main  force,  and  they  quietly  withdrew  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Potomac  Biver,  via  Shepherdstown  Ford,  and  covered  that 
and  the  Antietam  Ford;  tlie  balance  of  the  First  Division  (Brigadier- 
General  Merritt)  fell  back  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  army. 
On  the  night  of  the  same  day  (25th)  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier- 
General  Wilson)  was  sent  across  the  Potomac  Biver,  via  Harper’s 
Ferry,  Ya.,  and  took  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Boonsborough,  Md. 

On  the  26th  the  cavalry  remained  in  the  same  position  as  on  that  of 
the  25th  instant.  On  the  27th  the  First  Hew  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry 
was  ordered  from  Brigadier-General  Duffle’s  division  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Averell’s  division,  and  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  in  the  same  division,  was  ordered  to  report  tem])orarily  to 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.  The  balance  of 
Brigadier-General  Duffle’s  division  was  dismounted  and  ordered  to 
Cumberland,  Md.,  to  remount,  their  horses  being  turned  over  to  other 
commanders. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Tliird  Division  (Brigadier- General 
Wilson)  was  ordered  to  Sharpsburg,  Md.  The  same  day  I  went  to 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  to  visit  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry 
(Brigadier-General  Averell).  The  next  day  (28th)  Brigadier-General 
AverelPs  division  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac  River  at  Williams¬ 
port  Ford,  and  move  on  Martinsbnrg,  Ya.,  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier- 
General  Wilson)  to  cross  at  Shepherdstown  Ford  and  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division  (Brigadier- General  Custer),  to  cross  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
Va.  The  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  moved  out  in  the 
direction  of  Leetown,  Ya.,  where  it  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  force, 
and  gallantly  drove  them  with  the  saber  through  Smithfield  and  across 
the  Opeqnon  Creek,  a  distance  of  five  miles ;  the  Third  Division  (Brig¬ 
adier-General  Wilson)  moved  from  Shepherdstown  to  Charlestown,  Ya., 
where  it  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  army. 

On  the  29th  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  enemy  in  strong  force  and  driven  back  about  a  mile, 
when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corj)S,  who  turned 
and  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Opeqnon  Creek.  The  First  Division 
^rigadier-General  Merritt)  then  went  into  camp  on  the  Smithfield  and 
Charlestown  pike.  On  this  day  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Surgeon 
Rulison,  my  medical  director,  who  was  killed  by  my  side,  by  being  shot 
by  a  minie-ball. 

On  the  30th  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt 
and  Wilson)  concentrated  at  Berry ville,  Ya.,  the  First  Division  (Brig¬ 
adier-General  Merritt)  moving  across  country  to  the  Summit  Point  and 
Berryville  pike,  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  moving 
down  the  Winchester  and  Berryville  pike.  Oji  the  31st  of  August  and 
1st  of  September  the  cavalry  remained  in  the  same  position,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Berryville,  as  on  the  30th  of  August. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  September  the  cavalry  moved  back  to 
Charlestown,  Ya.,  in  two  columns,  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Merritt)  via  the  Charlestown  and  Berryville  pike  and  the  Third 
Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  via  Kabletown.  At  5  p.  m.  same 
day  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and 
Wilson)  moved  to  Berryville  by  the  Manchester  and  Berryville  pike. 
The  next  morning  (the  3d)  at  daylight.both  divisions  moved,  via  Mill- 
wood  and  White  Post,  to  the  Front  Royal  pike,  with  the  expectation 
of  drawing  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from  their  infantry  lines  by  threatening 
their  communications  on  the  Yalley  pike.  I7o  opposition  was  made  to 
this  advance.  On  the  4th  the  cavalry  was  ordered  back  to  Berryville, 
moving  back  in  two  columns.  Arriving  near  Berryville,  the  advance 
of  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  opposed  by  the 
enemy’s  cavalry.  They  were  immediately  driven  back,  when  the  First 
Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  changed  front  on  the  Berryville 
and  Snickersville  pike,  thus  making  connection  with  the  Third  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Wilson),  which  was  marching  on  our  right,  and 
also  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  army.  On  the  same  afternoon  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Custer),  was  moved 
to  the  right  of  the  army,  joining  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division 
(Colonel  Lowell),  in  the  vicinity  of  Summit  Point.  On  the  5th  the 
balance  of  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  moved  to 
the  right  of  the  army.  The  cavalry  remained  in  the  following  positions 
from  the  5th  of  September  to  the  19th  of  September :  The  Third  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Wilson)  covering  the  country  from  Snicker’s  Gaj)  to 
the  Opeqnon  Creek,  on  the  Berryville  and  Manchester  pike;  the  First 
Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  covering  the  country  from  the  lat- 
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ter  place  to  Smithlielcl,  Va. ;  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry  (Brigadier-General  Averell)  covering  the  country  from  Smithfield 
in  the  direction  of  Martin shurg  and  the  vicinity  of  the  Potomac  Elver. 
During  this  time  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was 
reorganized  in  three  brigades — the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Custer ;  the  Second  Brigade,  by  Brevet  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Devin,  and  the  Deserve  Brigade,  by  Colonel  Lowell,  of  the  Second 
Massachusetts  Cavalry.  While  the  army  lay  in  this  position  the  cav¬ 
alry  was  constantly  active,  annoying  the  enemy  by  forced  reconnais¬ 
sances  and  otherwise. 

On  the  13th  the  Second  [First]  Brigade,  Third  Division '(Brigadier- 
General  McIntosh),  moved  up  the  Berry ville  and  Winchester  pike  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester,  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry  before  him  three 
miles,  and  within  two  miles  of  Winchester  came  ux)on  a  regiment  of 
infantry  (the  Eighth  South  Carolina)  and  by  a  sudden  dash  of  the 
Third  New  Jersey  and  Second  Ohio  Eegiments  this  regiment  was  broken 
and  completely  surrounded,  and  the  whole  regiment  entire — officers, 
men,  and  colors — marched  into  camp.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
Brigadier-General  McIntosh  for  his  quick  decision  and  gallantry  on  this 
occasion. 

Orders  were  issued  for  the  army  to  move  on  the  19th  of  September. 
The  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  moved  on  the  Berry- 
ville  and  Winchester  pike  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  in  advance 
of  the  infantry;  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  moved 
on  the  right  to  cross  the  Opequon  Creek  at  SeiA^ers’  and  Locke’s  Fords; 
the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Brigadier-General  Averell) 
was  ordered  to  cross  the  Opequon  Creek  and  move  on  the  Winchester 
and  Martinsburg  pike  in  the  direction  of  Winchester.  I  remained  on 
the  right,  in  command  of  these  Dvo  diGsions.  Early  in  the  morning 
the  crossing  of  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  Avas 
opposed  by  rebel  infantry,  but  tlie  cavalry  gallantly  charged  across 
the  creek  and  drOA^e  them  from  tlieir  first  position  back  to  their  second, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  creek,  Avhere  the  infantry  held  the 
cavalry  in  check  for  some  time,  they  being  posted  behind  stone  walls 
and  rail  breast-works.  In  the  meantime  Brigadier-General  Averell 
was  steadily  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  before  him  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester.  Brigadier-General  AA^erell  getting  well  in  rear  of  the 
infantry  force  in  front  of  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt), 
they  commenced  to  fall  back,  when  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Merritt)  advaiuied  rapidly,  and  made  a  junction  on  the  Valley  pike 
Avith  Brigadier-General  Averell,  in  the  vicinity  of  Steplienson’s  Depot. 
Both  divisions  immediately  formed  to  advance  on  Winchester,  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Averell  on  the  right  and  Brigadier- General  Merritt  on 
the  left  of  the  Valley  pike.  We  were  now  about  four  miles  from  Win¬ 
chester;  both  diAusions  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
pell-mell  before  them,  on  and  behind  their  infantry.  Near  AVinchester 
Ave  came  square  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  rebel  army,  now  hotly  engaged 
AA'ith  the  Federal  forces.  Their  infantry  lines  were  at  once  charged  by 
brigades,  Avhich  lines  Avere  broken,  and  a  great  many  inisoners  and 
battle-flags  captured.  This  day  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Merritt)  alone  captured  775  prisoners,  about  70  officers,  7  battle-flags, 
and  2  jneces  of  artillery.  The  rebel  army  being  driven  through  Win¬ 
chester,  after  dark  the  imrsuit  Avas  stopped,  and  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals  Miaritt  and  Wilson)  biAmuacked  on  the 
Winchester  and  Strasburg  pike,  and  Brigadier-General  Averell’s  divis¬ 
ion  on  the  Moorefleld  i)ike  about  three  miles  from  Winchester.  During 
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the  day  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Wilson)  fought  gallantly, 
doing  wonders,  driving  a  division  of  rebel  infantry  from  different  i)osi- 
tions,  and  clearing  the  way  for  our  infantry  to  form.  On  this  occasion 
Brigadier-General  McIntosh,  commanding  Second  [First]  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  suffered  the  loss  of  a  leg,  and  Brigadier-General  Chap¬ 
man,  commanding  First  [Second]  Brigade  of  same  division,  was  slightly 
wounded.  No  one  could  have  acted  with  more  coolness  and  gallantry 
than  did  Brigadier-Generals  Merritt,  Wilson,  Custer,  Mclntosli,  Chap¬ 
man,  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin  and  Colonel  Lowell.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  cavalry  for  the  active  part  they  played 
on  this  memorable  occasion.  At  daj light  on  the  20th  the  army  started 
in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  .Brigadier -General  AverelPs  division  of 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Back  road  to  Cedar  Creek,  Brigadier-General 
Merritt  on  the  Valley  pike  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  Brigadier-General 
Wilson,  via  Stephensburg  and  Cedarville,  on  the  Front  Royal  pike. 
The  enemy  were  overtaken  posted  in  a  strong  i)osition  at  Fisher’s  Hill 
above  Strasburg,  Va.  The  infantry  coming  up  relieved  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  (Brigadier-General  Merritt),  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  this  division 
was  then  placed  on  the  right  of  the  infantry  near  Strasburg.  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Averell’s  division  was  moved  across  Cedar  Creek,  and 
placed  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  Merritt’s  division  on  the  Back 
road. 

The  next  day,  the  21st,  Brigadier- General  Wilson,  commanding  Third 
Division,  drove  Wickham’s  division  of  rebel  cavalry  from  Front  Royal 
back  toward  Luray  six  miles.  On  the  same  day  Brigadier-General 
Merritt’s  division,  with  the  exception  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Devin’s  brigade,  which  was  left  at  Cedar  Creek  (in  rear  of  the  main 
army),  marched  across  theNorth  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  River,  at  Buck- 
ton  Ford,  through  Front  Royal,  and  encamped  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
beyond.  Brigadier-General  Wilson  was  now  about  six  miles  in  advance, 
the  enemy  having  halted  in  a  very  strong  position  on  the  south  side  of 
Gooney  Run.  At  2  a.  m.  the  next  day  (22d)  the  First  Brigade,  First 
'  Division  (Brigadier-General  Custer),  moved  across  the  ford,  over  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  River,  near  Front  Royal,  with  orders  to 
move  up  and  recross  the  Shenandoah  at  McCoy’s  Ford,  two  miles  in 
rear  of  the  enemy’s  position.  The  enemy,  fearing  or  knowing  this  move, 
commenced  to  evacuate  at  about  10  p.  m.  the  previous  night.  At  day¬ 
light  the  22d  the  balance  of  the  command  moved  up  the  valley.  About 
11  a.  m.  that  day  the  advance  came  upon  the  enemy  posted  in'U  still 
stronger  position  on  the  south  bank  of  Milford  Creek,  their  left  resting 
on  the  Shenandoah,  which  runs  so  close  under  the  mountain  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  turn  it,  and  their  right  rested  against  a  high  mountain. 
The  length  of  their  line  was  very  short,  and  the  banks  of  the  creek  so 
lirecipitous  it  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  get  across  in  order  to  make 
a  direct  attack.  In  addition  to  their  naturally  strong  position  they 
were  posted  behind  loop-hole  breast- works,  which  extended  clear  across 
the  valley.  Not  knowing  that  the  army  had  made  an  attack  at  Fisher’s 
Hill,  and  thinking  that  the  sacrifice  would  be  too  great  to  attack  without 
that  knowledge,  I  concluded  to  withdraw  to  a  point  opposite  McCoy’s 
Ferry.  The  next  day,  the  23d,  Brigadier-General  Wilson’s  division 
moved  across  at  McCoy’s  Ford  and  proceeded  to  Buckton  Ford,  on  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah;  Brigadier-General  Merritt’s  division 
went  through  Front  Royal,  crossing  the  Shenandoah  and  stopping 
at  Cedarville,  in  the  meantime  having  a  skirmish  with  Mosby’s  guer¬ 
rillas  at  Front  Royal,  killing  two  officers  and  nine  men.  About  4  p.  m. 
that  day  news  was  received  of  the  victory  at  Fisher’s  HiU,  and  direc- 
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tioiis  to  move  up  the  Luray  Valley.  The  Third  Division  (Brigadier- 
General  Wilson)  was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  McCoy’s  Ford, 
on  the  Shenandoah  River,  and  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Merritt)  to  move  up  the  Luray  Valley  through  Front  Royal.  Both 
divisions  bivouacked  near  daylight  at  Milford  Creek,  the  enemy  having 
evacuated  that  position.  The  jiext  morning  at  daylight,  the  24th,  both 
divisions  moved  up  the  valley,  the  First  Division  (Brigadier- General 
Merritt)  in  advance.  The  advance  came  upon  the  enemy  in  position 
about  three  miles  from  Luray.  -They  were  immediately  engaged,  and 
by  a  gallant  charge  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  led  by  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Custer,  were  driven  about  eight  miles  in  the  direction  of 
New  Market,  capturing  some  seventy  prisoners.  The  command  passed 
through  Luray  on  the  pike  leading  to  New  Market,  crossed  the  Shen¬ 
andoah  River,  and  bivouacked  at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  mountain  road  leading  out  of  the  valley.  The  next 
day  (25th)  at  daylight  passed  over  the  mountain  and  joined  the  army 
at  New  Market,  issued  forage  and  rations  and  marched  to  Harrison¬ 
burg  that  day.  In  tlie  meantime  Brevet  Major-General  Averell  had 
been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia 
Cavalry,  and  Colonel  Powell,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  placed  in  com¬ 
mand.  On  arriving  at  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  I  found  this  division  on  the 
Valley  pike  about  eight  miles  from  Harrisonburg,  on  the  North  River; 
the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division  (Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin), 
was  in  the  direction  of  Keezletown  and  Port  Republic.  The  next  day 
(26th)  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell), 
was  ordered  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Staunton;  Brigadier-General 
Merritt,  with  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  ordered  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  Port  Republic  and  join  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Devin’s  brigade.  I  moved  with  the  Third  Division  (Brigadiei -General 
Wilson)  and  Reserve  Brigade,  First  Division  (Coloiiel  Lowell),  in  the 
direction  of  Staunton.  Brigadier-General  Custer,  having  been  assigned 
to  the  commapd  of  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  he 
moved  with  me,  in  order  to  join  his  division.  Colonel  Powell,  moving 
on  the  Valley  pike,  turned  off  to  the  left  from  that  road  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Piedmont,  following  the  enemy.  I  moved  direct  to  Staunton, 
capturing  in  and  about  that  place  the  following  articles,  viz :  300  mus¬ 
kets,  75  sabers,  50  cartridge-boxes,  70  sets  horse  equipments  comx^lete, 
60  rounds  fixed  ammunition,  200  sets  harness,  350  saddle-trees,  200  tents, 
65  head  beef-cattle,  57  prisoners,  25  wagons,  5  tons  salt,  100  barrels  flour, 
500  bales  hay,  1,000  bushels  wheat,  125  barrels  hard  bread,  50  boxes  to¬ 
bacco,  50  horses,  medical  stores,  &c. 

On  the  27th  started  a  regiment,  with  Brigadier-General  Custer,  to 
join  his  command  at  Piedmont;  at  the  same  time  a  reconnaissance  in 
force  to  Waynesborough  and  Rockfish  Gap,  but  heard  nothing  from 
the  reconnaissance  until  the  whole  party  returned.  I  immediately 
started  the  whole  force  to  Waynesborough,  which  place  we  reached,  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles,  just  after  dark,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
On  the  next  morning,  the  28th,  j^roceeded  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge 
across  the  South  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah  River  and  burned  the  dex)ot 
and  Government  buildings.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  attacked 
us  in  strong  force  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  They  were  held 
in  check  until  after  dark,  when,  on  the  return  of  the  regiment,  sent  with 
Brigadier-General  Custer,  notifying  me  of  an  attempt  by  the  enemy  to 
cut  me  off'  from  the  main  army,  which  was  then  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles  distant,  I  fell  back  to  Spring  Hill,  on  Middle  River,  on  the  Back 
road  from  Staunton  to  Harrisonburg.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th 
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marched  to  Bridgewater  on  the  North  Kiver.  Left  the  Third  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Wilson)  in  position  there  and  sent  the  Keserve  . 
Brigade  (Colonel  Lowell)  of  the  First  Division  to  join  its  dhdsion  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Cross  Keys.  In  the  meantime  the  First  Division 
(Brigadier- General  Merritt)  and  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia 
Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell)  were  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Brown’s 
Gap  and  Piedmont.  On  the  30th  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia 
Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell)  was  withdrawn  from  the  front  and  sent  back 
to  Harrisonburg,  Va.  One  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  was  ordered 
on  the  Valley  pike,  crossing  the  North  Eiver.  Om  the  same  day  Brig¬ 
adier-General  Wilson  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Third 
Division  and  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Major-General  Sherman. 
Brigadier-General  Ouster  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Second 
Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Third 
Division,  Colonel  Powell,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  being  placed  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry.  On  the  next 
day  (October  1)  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Colonel 
Powell)  was  ordered  down  the  Luray  Valley,  to  take  position  at  Luray 
and  watch  the  country  in  that  vicinity.  On  October  2  the  First  and 
Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Custer) 
were  disposed  on  the  line  of  the  North  Eiver,  about  seven  miles  in  front 
of  the  army.  About  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
with  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  and  attempted  to  cross  the  river, 
but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  cavalry  alone.  October  3, 

4,  and  5  the  cavalry  remained  somewhat  in  the  same  position,  send¬ 
ing  reconnaissances  fo  Swift  Eiin  and  Brown’s  Gap,  and  all  the  time 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  October  5,  300  men  of  the  Second  Division 
West  Virginia' Cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Farabee,  First  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry,  were  sent  from  Luray  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Eapidan  Eiver }  to  proceed  from  there  to  Culpeper,  and  thence 
by  Sperryville  to  Luray.  He  completely  destroyed  the  bridge.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  officer  in  command  for  the  prompt  and  energetic 
manner  in  which  he  carried  out  his  instructions.  October  C,  tlie 
First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt 
and  Ouster)  followed  the  army  down  the  Valley,  the  First  Divis¬ 
ion  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  taking  the  Middle  road  and  stopping 
for  the  night  at  Timberville,  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Custer)  taking  the  Back  road,  and  camping  for  the  night  in 

the  neighborhood  of -  and  Brock’s  Gap.  The  enemy  made  an 

attack  at  this  point,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed.  One  brigade 
of  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry  came  from  Luray  through 
New  Market  Gap  and  returned  same  night  to  Luray.  October  7,  the 
First  Division  (Brigadier- General  Merritt)  continued  its  march  on  the 
Middle  road  and  came  into  the  Valley  at  Edenburg,  and.  camped  for 
the  night  about  tv'o  miles  south  of  Woodstock;  the  Third  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Custer)  continued  its  march  on  the  Back  road  and 
camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia  Furnace  for  the  night;  the  rear 
guard  of  this  column  was  fighting  all  day;  the  Second  Division 
West  Virginia  Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell)  marched  from  Luray  down 
Luray  Valley  to  Milford  Creek.  October  8,  the  First  Division  (Briga¬ 
dier-General  Merritt)  continued  its  march  on  the  Valley  pike  and  stopped 
on  Brook  Creek  | Tom’s  Brook?];  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Custer)  continued  its  march  on  the  Back  road  and  camped  for  the  night 
on  Tumbling  Eun — the  rear  guard  of  this  division  was  fighting  or  skir¬ 
mishing  during  the  whole  march.  About  4  p.  m.  this  day  Brigadier- 
General  Merritt,  commanding  First  Division,  sent  one  brigade  back  on 
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the  pike  to  make  the  enemy  develop  the  force  which  had  been  follow¬ 
ing  him  during’  the  day,  and  at  the  same  time  he  sent  two  brigades  to 
attack  the  enemy’s  column  which  had  been  following  the  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  (Brigadier-General  Custer),  and  stopped  their  farther  advance,  and 
at  dark  the  First  Division  was  drawn  in  and  camped  near  Brook 
Creek,  three  miles  south  of  Strasburg.  The  Second  Division  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell)  moved  from  Milford  Creek  to  Front 
Koyal,  holding  Chester  and  Manassas  Gaps. 

The  next  day  (the  9th)  I  had  received  orders  from  Major-General 
Sheridan  to  start  out  at  daylight  and  whiii  the  rebel  cavalry  or  get 
whipped  myself.  My  command  was  disposed  as  follows:  Brigadier- 
General  Merritt,  commanding  First  Division,  was  on  the  Valley  pike  at 
Brook  Creek,  at  the  foot  of  Round  Top  Mountain,-  Brigadier-General 
Custer,  commanding  Third  Division,  was  on* the  Back  road  at  Tumbling 
Run — these  two  roads  as  a  general  thing  are  parallel  and  from  two  and 
a  half  to  three  miles  apart.  Brigadier-General  Custer,  being  about  six 
miles  from  Brook  Creek,  was  ordered  to  move  at  daylight  back  on  the 
Back  road  and  attack  as  soon  as  met.  Brigadier-General  Merritt, 
being  near  Brook  Creek  and  the  enemy,  xv^as  directed  to  move  about  7 
a.  m.,  one  brigade  on  the  pike  and  two  brigades  between  the  roads,  and 
connect  with  Brigadier- General  Custer  and  the  brigade  on  the  pike.  The 
enemy’s  force  was  as  follows:  On  the  Back  road,  under  General  Rosser, 
three  brigades,  from  3,000  to  3,500  men  j  on  the  i^ike,  under  Generals 
Lomax  and  Bradley  Johnson,  1,000  to  1,500  men.  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Custer’s  guns  were  heard  early  in  the  morning  on  Brook  Creek, 
and  Brigadier-General  Merritt  moved  to  the  attack  and  to  make  a  con¬ 
nection  with  Brigadier-General  Custer.  Colonel  Lowell,  commanding 
Reserve  Brigade,  First  Division,  moved  on  the  pike  and  attacked  Lomax 
and  Johnson ;  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  moved  on  the  right  to 
connect  with  Brigadier-General  Custer  and  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
right  flank;  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  moved  in  the  center. 
Alter  a  spirited  engagement  for  about  two  hours,  the  enemy  seeing 
that  they  were  being  flanked  and  severely  pressed  in  front,  gave  way 
in  great  confusion,  which  was  immediately  taken  advantage  of  by  both 
division  commanders.  The  enemy  endeavored  to  rally  several  times, 
but  were  unable  to  stand  the  desperate  charges  made  by  my  men,  and 
they  were  driven  in  a  perfect  rout  for  twenty  miles,  the  First  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt),  on  the  pike,  pursuing  them  beyond  Mount 
Jackson,  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Custer),  on  the  Back 
road,  pursuing  them  beyond  Columbia  Furnace.  The  First  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt)  captured  five  pieces  of  artillery  (all  they 
had  on  this  road  except  one),  their  ordnance,  ambulance  and  wagon 
trains  and  sixty  prisoners;  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General 
Custer)  captured  six  pieces  of  artillery  (all  they  had  on  the  Back  road), 
all  of  their  headquarters  wagons,  ordnance,  ambulance  and  wagon 
trains;  there  could  hardly  have  been  a  more  complete  victory  and 
rout.  The  cavalry  totally  covered  themselves  with  glory,  and  added  to 
their  long  list  of  victories  the  most  brilliant  one  of  them  all  and  the 
most  decisive  the  country  has  ever  witnessed.  Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt  and  Custer  and  Colonels  Lowell  and  Pennington,  commanding 
brigades,  particularly  distinguished  themselves — in  fact,  no  men  could 
have  rendered  more  valuable  services  and  deserve  higher  honor  from 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  My  losses  in  this  engagement  will  not 
exceed  60  killed  and  wounded,  which  is  astonishing  when  compared 
with  the  results.  The  First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  re- 
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turned  as  far  as  Woodstock  and  cami^ed  for  the  night  5  the  Third  Divis¬ 
ion  (Brigadier-General  Custer)  returned  about  six  miles  and  camped 
for  the  night. 

October  10,  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry  (Brigadier- 
Generals  Merritt  and  Custer)  remained  in  camp  and  the  captured 
property  sent  to  the  rear.  The  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry  (Colonel  Powell)  was  ordered  from  Front  Koyal,  through  Chester 
Cap,  in  the  Blue  Kidge,  to  Sperryville,  and  obtained  important  infor¬ 
mation.  October  11,  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt  and  Custer)  moved  back  to  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek, 
taking  position  as  follows:  The  First  Division  (Brigadier-General Mer¬ 
ritt)  on  the  left  of  the  army,  and  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier- General 
Custer)  on  the  right  of  the  army;  the  Second  Division  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry  (Colonel  Powell)  marched  to  Amissville.  October  12, 1 
sent  reconnaissances  from  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier- 
Generals  Merritt  and  Custer)  up  the  Valley  pike  and  the  Back  road  for 
ten  or  twelve  miles,  but  could  find  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  October  13, 
all  quiet  during  the  day  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  advanced 
a  strong  infantry  force  on  the  Valley  pike  and  commenced  an  attack 
on  the  pickets;  at  the  same  time  they  appeared  in  strong  cavalry 
force  on  our  right,  opposite  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Cus¬ 
ter).  They  succeeded  in  driving  part  of  the  cavalry  pickets  across 
Cedar  Creek  and  advanced  about  a  mile.  Brigadier- General  Custer 
moved  out  liromptly  and  drove  the  enemy  back  across  the  creek  and 
held  that  line.  When  the  attack  commenced  Brigadier-General  Mer¬ 
ritt  put  his  division  (First)  in  the  saddle,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  the 
First  Division  (Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  moved  on  the  right  of 
the  army  and  to  the  left  of  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier- General  Cus¬ 
ter).  October  14,  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt  and  Custer)  were  in  camp  on  the  right  of  the  army,  covering 
the  country  for  five  or  six  miles  to  the  right  of  the  infantry.  Brigadier- 
General  Custer  sent  reconnaissances  out  on  the  Back  road  and  found 
the  enemy  had  retired  to  the  line  of  FisheFs  Hill.  October  15,  remained 
in  camij ;  all  quiet.  The  Second  Division  (Colonel  Powell)  was  still  near 
Front  Royal,  covering  the  line  of  the  Shenandoah  from  the  left  of  the 
infantry  to  beyond  Front  Royal.  After  dark  the  First  Division  (Brig¬ 
adier-General  Merritt)  was  ordered  to  move  to  Front  Royal;  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Division  (Colonel  Powell)  was  ordered  to  concentrate  at  the  same 
point,  both  of  these  divisions  being  designed  for  a  raid  on  Charlottes¬ 
ville  and  Gordonsville.  I  moved  to  the  Shenandoah  near  Front  Royal 
in  the  afternoon  to  go  in  command  of  the  expedition  which  was  to  start 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  During  the  night  of  the  15th  I  received 
orders  suspending  the  expedition.  October  16,  the  First  Division 
(Brigadier-General  Merritt)  was  ordered  back  to  the  army  and  took  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  infantry;  the  Second  Division  (Colonel  Powell) 
was  ordered  to  resume  its  old  position,  and  I  returned  to  the  army  on 
Cedar  Creek.  Brigadier-General  Custer  made  a  reconnaissance  in  his 
front,  but  could  find  no  enemy  outside  of  their  lines  on  Fisher’s  Hill. 
October  17,  just  before  daylight,  rebel  General  Rosser,  with  one  bri¬ 
gade  of  infantry  and  three  brigades  of  cavalry — the  infantry  riding 
behind  the  cavalry — attacked  Brigadier-General  Custer’s  extreme  right 
picket  from  the  rear,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  right  reserve  of  a 
major  and  twenty-five  men,  and  then  fell  back  rapidly,  evidently  fright¬ 
ened  from  his  original  designs,  whatever  they  may  have  been,  as  he  had 
made  a  circuit  of  thirty- two  miles  in  the  night  to  get  in  rear  of  our 
picket-line.  The  same  day  one  brigade  of  Second  Division  (Colonel 
Powell)  was  moved  nearer  the  infantry,  and  jiosted  at  Buckton  Ford, 
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on  tlie  Shenaiicloali  Eiver^  connecting  their  pickets  with  the  left  of  the 
infantry.  October  18,  all  quiet,  and  cavalry  in  same  i30sition.  Recon¬ 
naissances  showed  no  enemy  in  their  immediate  front.  While  the 
Second  Division  (Colonel  Powell)  was  at  Front  Royal  the  rebel  General 
Lomax,  with  his  division,  was  at  Milford  Creek,  up  Lnray  Valley,  about 
fourteen  miles  distant,  and  did  not  come  out. 

October  19,  before  daylight,  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  attack,  hav¬ 
ing  surprised  and  turned  the  left  of  the  army.  The  cavalry  was  imme¬ 
diately  put  in  the  saddle  and  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier- 
Generals  Merritt  and  Custer)  put  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  infantry. 
The  trains  were  then  sent  to  the  rear.  The  First  Brigade,  Second  Divis 
ion  (Colonel  Moore  commanding),  being  at  Burton’s  Ford,  on  the  Shen¬ 
andoah,  was  by  this  move  cut  off  from  the  main  army  and  Colonel  IMoore, 
Second  [Eighth]  Ohio,  immediately  i)assed  around  the  enemy’s  right  and 
came  up  on  the  left  of  our  army  at  Middletown,  on  the  Valley  pike,  hav¬ 
ing  previously  sent  his  trains  to  Winchester.  This  brigade  immediately 
attacked  the  enemy  and  held  them  in  check  on  the  pike  until  they  could 
be  re-enforced.  At  daylight  in  the  morning  the  enemy  made  his  appear¬ 
ance  in  front  of  Brigadier-General  Custer’s  pickets  on  the  extreme  right, 
but  the  gallant  men  of  the  Third  Division  prevented  their  farther  ad¬ 
vance.  A  great  portion  of  the  army,  being  badly  broken,  was  going  to 
the  rear  by  thousands.  To  check  this  stream  of  stragglers  I  deployed 
my  escort.  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  as  did  Brigadier-General  Merritt 
his.  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  After  an  hour  or  two  work  it  proved  to  be 
a  fruitless  effort.  The  escort  were  drawn  in  and  officers  sent  farther 
to  the  rear  to  form  the  men.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  come  near 
enough  for  the  cavalry  batteries  to  open  ui^on  them,  which  they  did. 
The  enemy  did  not  bring  their  lines  in  the  open  country  between  them 
and  the  cavalry,  but  kept  under  cover  of  the  woods.  Between  9  and  10 
o’clock  I  was  ordered  by  .Major-General  Wright,  commanding  the 
army  temporarily  (Major-General  Sheridan  being  temporarily  absent), 
to  move  my  whole  cavalry  force  on  the  left  of  the  army.  Tliis  1  was 
opposed  to,  but  proceeded  to  obey  the  order,  but  on  my  own  responsi¬ 
bility  I  left  three  regiments  to  i)icket  the  right,  and  to  this  fact 
thousands  of  our  stragglers  are  indebted  for  their  safety,  for  these 
brave  men  held  their  position  against  great  odds  for  five  hours.  The 
First  and  Third  Divisions  (Brigadier-Generals  Merritt  and  Custer) 
were  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  army;  the  First  Division  (Brigadier-Geji- 
eral  Merritt)  was  put  in  position  across  the  luke,  just  north  of  Middle- 
town;  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Custer)  was  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  First  Division;  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division  (Colonel 
Moore),  was  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Division;  the  Horse  Bat¬ 
tery,  B  and  Second  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  Lieutenant  Taylor  com¬ 
manding,*  was  left  on  the  right  fighting  on  the  infantry  line,  where 
it  did  admirable  serv^pe,  and  was  the  last  artillery  to  leave  that  front. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  bat¬ 
tery  for  their  coolness  ami  gallantry  on  this  oc('asion.  When-  the 
infantry  was  forced  back  and  the  battery  was  obliged  to  retire  it  joined 
its  brigade  (Second,  First  Division)  on  the  l  ight  of  the  pike,  where 
it  immediately  went  into  action.  As  soon  as  the  cavalry  was  in 
position  on  the  left  of  the  army  they  attached  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Lowell,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade,  First  Division,  dismounted  a 
])artot'  his  little  band,  and  they  advanced  L)  a  strong  position  behind 
a  stone  wall,  from  which  the  enemy’s  infantry  failed  to  drive  them  alter 
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repeated  attempts.  The  cavalry  fought  infantry  and  artillery  only  on 
the  left  of  the  army.  About  12  m.  the  cavalry  was  moved  to  the 
left  about  300  yards,  thus  bringing  it  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  Thus 
matters  stood  with  the  cavalry  until  3  p.  m.,  holding  on  to  their  ground 
with  more  than  their  usual  dogged  persistence,  displaying  gallantry 
which  has  never  been  surpassed,  while  most  of  the  infantry  was  reform¬ 
ing  several  miles  on  their  right  and  rear.  During  this  time  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade,  Second  Division  (Colonel  Powell  commanding  division), 
fell  back  slowly  (by  order)  on  the  Front  Boyal  and  Winchester  pike  to 
Stony  Point,  and  then  to  a  point  near  Newtown,  followed  by  the  rebel 
General  Lomax’s  division  of  cavalry,  where  th^y  remained  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  Colonel  Powell  thus  i)re vented  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  from  getting  on  the  pike  to  attack  our  trains  and  rear.  About 
2  |).  m.  Major-General  Sheridan  arrived  upon  the  ground  and  directed 
me  to  send  one  division  of  cavalry  on  the  right  of  the  army.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  the  Third  Division  (Brigadier-General  Custer)  to  that 
position,  where  he  arrived  just  in  the  nick  of  time,  for  the  enemy  had 
just  succeeded  in  crossing  infantry  and  cavalry  over  Cedar  Creek  on  the 
right  of  the  army,  but  the  gallant  Custer  was  equal  to  the  emergency. 
He  immediately  charged  the  cavalry  and  drove  them  about  a  mile,  in 
the  most  beautiful  manner,  behind  their  infantry  support,  from  which 
they  did  not  dare  show  themselves  in  force  again  during  the  day. 
On  the  left  the  battle  was  going  well  for  us ;  in  fact,  it  could  not  be 
otherwise,  with  the  cool  and  invincible  Merritt  on  the  ground,  sup¬ 
ported  by  such  soldiers  as  Devin  and  Lowell.  At  this  time  the  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  was  temporarily  under  the  orders  of  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Merritt,  who  was  constantly  annoying  and  attacking  the 
enemy  whenever  an  opportunity  presented  itself;  although  his  men 
were  completely  within  range  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  his  shot 
and  shell,  and  many  a  horse  and  rider  waS'  made  to  bite  the  dust,  they 
held  their  ground  like  men  of  steel;  officers  and  men  seemed  to  know 
and  feel  that  the  safety  of  the  army  in  no  small  degree  depended  upon 
their  holding  their  position,  and  they  can  never  receive  too  much  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  did  their  duty.  About  4  p.  m.  Colonel 
Moore,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  was  ordered  to 
join  his  division  at  Newtown,  and  Colonel  Powell,  commanding  the  divis¬ 
ion,  directed  to  shove  out  a  strong  force  to  hold  the  Front  Eoyal  and 
W inchester  pike.  About  4  o’clock,  in  a  charge,  the  gallant  but  lamented 
Lowell  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm  and  side,  but  still  kept  his 
saddle.  About  4.15  o’clock  a  general  advance  of  the  army  was  made, 
and  it  was  truly  grand  to  see  the  manner  in  which  the  cavalry  did 
their  part.  In  this  general  advance  Colonel  Lowell,  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Cavalry,  commanding  Eeserve  Brigade,  First  Division,  while 
charging  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  received  a  second  wound,  which 
proved  to  be  mortal.  Thus  the  service  lost  one  of  its  most  gallant  and 
accomplished  soldiers.  He  was  the  beau  ideal  of  a  cavalry  officer, 
and  his  memory  will  never  die  in  the  command.  In  the  general  advance 
Brigadier-General  Custer,  commanding  Third  Division,  left  three  regi¬ 
ments  to  attend  to  the  cavalry  in  his  front  and  started  with  the  balance 
of  his  division  to  take  part  in  the  advance  against  the  enemy’s  infantry. 
Thus  the  cavalry  advanced  on  both  flanks  side  by  side  with  the  infantry, 
charging  the  enemy’s  lines  with  an  impetuosity  which  they  could  not 
stand.  The  rebel  army  was  soon  routed  and  driven  across  Cedar 
Creek  in  confusion,  the  cavalry,  sweeping  on  both  flanks,  crossed  Cedar 
Creek  about  the  same  time,  charged  and  broke  the  last  line  the  enemy 
attempted  to  form  (it  was  now  after  dark),  and  put  out  at  full  speed  at 
their  artillery  and  trains.  They  continued  the  pursuit  to  the  foot  of 
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Fisher’s  Hill,  about  four  miles  from  Cedar  Creek,  and  captured  the  fol¬ 
lowing  property  and  prisoners,  viz :  45  pieces  of  artillery,  32  caissons, 
150  sets  artillery  harness,  184  horses,  156  mules,  150  sets  wagon  harness, 
46  army  wagons,  672  prisoners  of  war,  5  battle-flags,  also,  many  muskets, 
sabers,  &c.,  which  it  took  them  about  all  night  to  bring  in.  Darkness 
alone  saved  the  greater  part  of  the  rebel  army  from  capture,  for  there 
never  were  men  who  displayed  more  fear  of  cavalry  than  they  did  upon 
this  occasion.  The  service  of  the  cavalry  on  this  day  to  the  army 
and  the  country  can  never  be  too  highly  appreciated.  The  Horse 
Artillery,  Companies  K  and  L  of  the  First  United  States,  commanded 
by  First  Lieutenant  Taylor;  Companies  B  and  L  of  the  Second  United 
States,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  Peirce;  Company  C  [L],  Fifth 
United  States,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  Weir,  and  Captain 
Martin’s  battery,  of  the  Sixth  Kew  York,  rendered  invaluable  services 
on  this  day,  as  for  five  or  six  hours  the  only  artillery  used  was  that  of 
the  cavalry,  and  nobly  did  they  do  their  duty,  having  but  about  two 
rounds  per  piece  left  after  the  engagement. 

For  the  gallantry  and  good  judgment  displayed  by  Brigadier-Generals 
Merritt  and  Custer  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin  and  Colonel 
Lowell  in  this  battle  I  must  again  recommend  them  for  promotion,  which 
on  several  occasions  has  been  justly  earned. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  proper  authorities  the  following  members  of  my  staff,  as  fit  recipi¬ 
ents  of  higher  honors  than  lay  in  my  power  to  bestow,  for  gallantry  and 
courage  displayed  upon  this  and  several  other  occasions  during  the  cam¬ 
paign  ;  braver  and  more  efficient  staff’  officers  never  drew  rein  or  saber, 
viz:  Maj.  William  Kussell,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Capt.  M.  A. 
Eeno,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  chief  of  staff;  Capt.  R.  Ellis,  Sixth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  George  B. 
Sanford,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  assistant  commissary  of  musters;  Capt. 
J.  J.  Coppinger,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  acting  aide-de-camp ; 
Captain  Bailey,  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp; 
Cajjtain  Martindale,  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de- 
camp;  Capt.  M.  Berry,  Twentieth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  acting  aide- 
de-camp;  First  Lieutenant  Wallace,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  acting 
aide-de-camp;  First  Lieutenant  Ellis,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  act¬ 
ing  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieutenant  Slater,  First  New  York  Dragoons, 
ambulance  officer;  First  Lieut.  H.  H.  Goldsmith,  Fifteenth  New  Jersey 
Volunteer  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  sincere  thanks  to  division  command¬ 
ers  and  their  commands  for  the  hearty  co-operation  given  to  me  and 
each  other.  When  such  feelings  exist,  success  must  attend  our  efforts, 
and  yours  has  been  such  that  all  in  future  can  revert  with  pleasure  to 
the  fact  that  you  belonged  to  the  cavalry  of  the  Middle  Military  Divis¬ 
ion,  and  participated  in  the  successful  campaign  of  Major-General 
Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

For  further  particulars  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  division  and  bri¬ 
gade  commanders  rejjorts,  herewith  inclosed.  Annexed  is  also  a  rei^ort 
of  casualties. 

It  is  also  x:>roper  to  remark  in  this  connection  that  as  General  Averell 
in  his  report  has  gone  beyond  his  province  to  report  upon  General  Mer¬ 
ritt,  First  Division  of  Cavalry,  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  September 
19,  1864,  to  mention  a  few  facts  received  from  official  reports,  viz:  The 
loss  of  General  Averell’s  division  (Second  Division),  West  Virginia 
Cavalry,  at  this  time  was,  aggregate,  32,  and  not  250,  as  he  supi)oses; 
and  the  loss  of  General  Merritt’s  division  (First  Division  Cavalry)  in 
the  same  engagement  was  311. 
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Siaicment  of  the  casualties  in  the  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division,  front  the  1st  of 
Any  list  to  the  31st  of  Oetoher,  1864. 


Division. 


Cavalry  headquarters  (1st  Rhode  Island  Cavalry) 

First  Cavalry  Division . 

Second  Cavalry  Division . 

Third  Cavalry  Division . : . 

Total . 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

i 

Aggregate. 

1  ■ 

3 

4 

186 

778 

594 

1,558 

39  1 

148 

112 

299 

67  : 

1 

385 

321 

773 

293 

1,311 

1,  030 

2,  634 

Deport  of  property  captured  and  destroyed  from  the  enemy  hy  the  Cavalry,  Middle  Military 
Division,  from  August  8  to  Oetoher  31,  1864. 


PROPERTY  CAPTURED. 


First  i  Second 
Division.  Division. 


Pieces  of  artillery 

Caissons . 

Army  Avagons  .... 
Ambulances,  &c. . 

Forges . 

Horses . 

Mules . 

Harness  (sets)  . . . . 
Medicine  wagon . . 
Battery  wagon  . . . 
Horse  equipments 

Beef-cattle . 

Battle -flags . 


29 

12 

36 

40 

2 

134 
172 
263  i 


13 

10 

25 

5 

1 

2,  000 


177 


14 


1,  000 
7,000 
9 


Third 

Division. 


Total. 


423 

182 

404 

1 

1 


152 


71 

52 

105 

68 

3 

2,  557 
354 
844 
1 
1 

1,000 
7, 152 
29 


Prisoners  captured  dui’ilig  cami)aign,  2,5.56. 

PROPERTY  DESTROYED. 


Caissons . . . 

Army  wagons . 

Ambulances . 

Forges . . . . . 

Limbers . . . . . 

Muskets . . . 

Barns . 

Flour  mills . 

Sawmills . . . 

Woolen  mill . . 

Hay . tons. 

Straw . do.. 

Fodder . do . . 

Wheat . bushels. 

Oats . do. . . 

Corn . acres. 

Flour . barrels. 

Wagons  loaded  with  flour . 

Cattle  driven  off . 

Sheep  driven  off . . . 

Swine  driven  off' . 

Furnaces . 

Tanneries . 

Railroad  depot - .- . 

Locomotive  engine . 

Box-cars . 

Stand  of  arras . 

Ammunition . rounds . 


First 

Second 

Third 

Division. 

Division. 

Division,  j 

2 

3 

! 

i  50 

40 

1  4 

!  28 

5 

4  i 

i  4 

1  81 

i 

630 

150 

47 

. 1 

10 

4 

1 

3,455 

255 

1 , 5C0 

272 

410, 742 
750 

10,  000 

2,  000 

515 

560 

2 

1,347 

1,231 

100 

400 

725 

3 

. 1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3,  000  j 

700,000 

Total. 


8 

94 

37 

3 

4 
81 

780 

57 

4 

1 

4,955 
255 
272 
742 
750 
515 
560 
2 

1,447 

1,631 

725 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3,  000 
00,  000 


420, 

2. 


Kespectfully  submitted. 

A.  T.  A.  TOKBEKT, 

Brevet  Major-General  of  Vols.,  Chief  of  Cavalry j  Commanding. 
[Lieut.  CoL  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff Army  of  the  Shenandoah.] 
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Headquarters  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  Division^ 

Kernstorvn,  Va.,  November  12,  1864, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  moved 
to-day,  as  follows:  Second  Division,^^  Brigadier-General  Powell  com¬ 
manding,  moved  out  on  the  Winchester  and  Front  Eoyal  pike  and 
engaged  General  Lomaxes  (rebel)  division  of  cavalry  at  Mneveh  and 
routed  them  completely,  pursuing  them  two  miles  south  of  Front  Eoyal. 
Captured  all  of  the  artillery  (2  pieces  and  caissons)  they  had,  tUeir 
ordnance  train  (3  wagons),  and  180  prisoners,  among  them  18  officers; 
killed  and  wounded  several,  among  them  General  McCausland, 
slightly.  Third  Division,  Brevet  Major-General  Custer  commanding, 
moved  out  on  the  Middle  and  Back  roads  and  engaged  rebel  General 
EosseFs  division  of  cavalry,  about  four  miles  north  of  Cedar  Creek,  and 
routed  them  completely,  driving  them  across  Cedar  Creek.  Captured 
10  prisoners,  killed  and  wounded  several,  among  them  4  field  officers. 
I  regret  exceedingly  to  mention  the  loss  of  Colonel  Hull,  commanding 
Second  New  York  Cavalry,  who  lost  his  life  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  in  a  charge.  A  portion  of  the  First  Division,  Brevet  Major- 
General  Merritt  commanding,  moved  out  on  the  Valley  pike  and 
engaged  the  enemy’s  infantry  about  dark  and  fought  them  until  about 
10  o’clock.  The  cavalry  returned  to  camp  about  11  o’clock. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  8tajf  to  General  Sheridan. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

November  23,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  21st  instant  I  left  camp  with 
the  Second  and  Tliird  Divisions  on  a  reconnaissance  up  the  Shenandoah 
Vallejo  I  went  as  far  as  Eude’s  Hill,  about  forty  miles  up.  At  that 
point  I  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry  rapidly  before  me,  when  I  caused  the 
enemy  to  develop  about  10,000  infantry  and  artillery  and  one  division 
of  cavalry.  I  fought  them  for  some  time  on  Meeni’s Bottom,  whereupon 
the  infantry  advanced  in  force,  and  I  fell  back,  followed  by  infantry 
and  cavalry,  five  miles  north  of  Mount  Jackson,  and  by  a  small  force 
of  cavalry  to  Edenburg.  I  had  about  thirty  wounded.  Captured  fifteen 
or  twenty  prisoners.  I  ascertained  that  Kershaw’s  division  of  infantry 
had  left  Early’s  army,  and  that  they  commenced  taking  the  cars  at 
Wayntyb()rough  at  2  o’clock  Friday  morning,  18th  instant.  The  Sec- 
ond  Division  had  the  advance  and  behaved  most  gallantly.  The  Third 
Division  covered  the  retreat  and  behav  ed  in  the  most  handsome  manner. 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

A  D  I)  E  N  I)  A . 

General  Orders,  j  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

>  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  13.  )  October  11,  1864. 

The  chief  of  cavalry  desires  to  congratulate  the  ofiicers  and  men  of 
the  cavalry.  Middle  Military  Division,  for  their  unparalleled  successes 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 
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You  have  been  called  upon  to  endure  many  privations  and  hardships, 
but  they  have  been  borne  with  that  heroic  fortitude  so  necessary  to 
insure  to  you  the  victories  which  have  crowned  your  efforts.  In  the 
battle  of  the  19th  of  September  you  not  only  routed  the  enemy^s  cav¬ 
alry  but  gallantly  charged  their  infantry,  broke  their  lines,  and  cap¬ 
tured  many  hundred  prisoners,  nine  colors,  and  three  guns.  This  suc¬ 
cess,  followed  by  fatiguing  marches  and  harassing  skirmishes  and 
reconnaissances  with  an  ever  vigilant  foe,  crowned  by  your  uni^rece- 
dented  achievement  of  the  9th  of  October,  when,  having  broken  the 
entire  body  of  their  cavalry,  you  chased  their  routed  columns  over 
twenty  miles,  capturing  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  two  colors,  many 
prisoners,  and  their  entire  trains,  is  a  record  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  has  contributed  to  the  renown  of  our  arms  and  the  success  of  our 
cause. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Torbert: 

WM.  BUSSELL,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  135. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Alaj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  IT.  8.  Army,  commanding 
First  Division,  of  operations  August  9-Oetoher  20. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  5,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  during  the  campaign  in  the  Valley: 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  premise  that  from  the  fact  that  subordinate 
commanders  have  not  as  yet  forwarded  reports  that  accounts  of  the 
events  which  happened  early  in  the  campaign  cannot  be  given  in  sucli 
detail  as  I  could  wish. 

On  tlie  9th  of  August,  when  I  assumed  command  of  the  division,  it 
was  encamped  near  Hal) town,  from  which  point  it  marched  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  at  5  o’clock  via  Charlestown  and  Berryville.  After 
skirmishing  with  a  small  brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  was 
routed,  the  division  encamped  near  the  Winchester  and  Millwood  pike. 
The  following  morning  the  First  Brigade  was  ordered  toward  Win¬ 
chester,  near  which  place  the  enemy  was  found  in  considerable  force 
holding  a  defile  on  the  pike  near  the  town,  while  his  trains  and  army 
were  passing  toward  Strasburg.  The  brigade  had  a  sharp  fight  with 
tlie  enemy’s  infantry,  artillery  being  used  freely  by  the  enemy,  but  I 
am  glad  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was  not  large.  It  was  then 
determined  to  move  on  the  Front  Boyal  pike,  and  the  division,  in  three 
columns — the  First  Brigade  on  the  right,  the  Beserve  Brigade  in  the 
center,  and  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  left — marched  in  that  direction. 
Near  White  Post  General  (then  Colonel)  Devin  came  upon  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  a  ridge,  with  temporary  breast- works 
of  rails  for  protection.  A  sharp  fight  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  was 
finally  beaten  and  driven  from  tlie  field,  which  gave  us  possession  of 
the  Front  Boyal  pike.  About  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  two  brigades 
(the  Beserve  and  Second)  marched  out  toward  Newtown.  The  enemy’s 
infantry  was  encountered  about  two  miles  from  that  town,  and  a  battle 
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fought  by  the  Eeserve  Brigade  and  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvauia  Cav¬ 
alry  of  the  Second  Brigade.  The  enemy  were  strong  in  numbers  and 
position,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  dislodge  them  before  dark,  which 
closed  the  fighting.  I  regret  to  say  the  loss  on  this  occasion  was  severe 
to  the  brigade.  Among  the  wounded  was  Major  Scott,  First  New  York 
Dragoons,  an  officer  distinguished  for  gallant  conduct  on  several  pre¬ 
vious  occasions. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  march  was  resumed  without  opposition 
from  the  enemy,  who  was  not  come  up  with  until  reaching  Middletown, 
when  his  rear  guard  crossed  Cedar  Creek,  and  on  being  pursued  by  part 
of  the  division  commenced  a  desultory  skirmish  which  was  discontinued 
on  our  part  on  the  arrival  of  the  infantry.  The  next  day  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  was  made  by  the  Reserve  Brigade  to  Strasburg,  near  which  town 
the  enemy  was  found  posted  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  The  brigade  joined  the 
division,  which  remained  in  camp,  picketing  on  Cedar  Creek,  until  the 
13th  of  August,  when  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  Cedar  Springs 
on  the  Front  Royal  pike.  The  following  day  the  remainder  of  the 
division  moved  to  join  the  Second  Brigade,  the  Reserve  Brigade  going 
into  camp  near  Nineveh.  The  First  Brigade  was  ordered  into  camp  on 
the  left  of  the  Front  Royal  pike  opposite  the  camp  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
About  2  p.  m.  [16th]  the  enemy  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  Second 
Brigade  and  skirmishing  commenced,  which  preceded  the  battle  of 
Cedarville.  The  enemy  attacked  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry  (Lomax’s 
and  Wickham’s),  supported  by  Kershaw’s  division  of  infantry.  The 
pickets  of  the  Second  Brigade  were  driven  by  the  violence  of  the  attack 
to  the  reserve,  which  fought  the  enemy,  though  they  were  greatly  out¬ 
numbered,  contesting  the  ground  with  him  foot  by  foot,  until  Colonel 
Devin  marched  his  brigade  to  the  field.  The  First  Brigade  was  imme¬ 
diately  posted  on  a  position  to  the  front  of  its  camp.  The  enemy’s 
cavalry  charged  and  were  gallantly  met  by  three  regiments  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  routed  him  in  confusion.  A  brigade  of  infantry  was 
then  discovered  to  be  moving  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  toward 
our  left  fiank.  One  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade  was  dismounted  and 
thrown  forward  to  a  hill  near  the  river-bank  to  meet  this  movement, 
while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  moved  (mounted)  to  an  eligible  position 
near  the  right  of  the  hill  to  act  in  concert  with  the  dismounted  men. 
The  enemy  advanced  boldly,  wading  the  river,  and  were  allowed  to 
approach  within  short  carbine  range,  when  a  murderous  volley  was 
poured  into  their  solid  ranks,  while  the  whole  command  charged.  The 
enemy  were  thrown  into  the  wildest  confusion.  They  had  met  a  resist¬ 
ance  which  they  little  expected;  they  were  driven  pell-mell  into  the 
river,  losing  a  great  number  in  killed  and  wounded,  nearly  300  pris¬ 
oners,  and  2  stand  of  colors.  Re-enforcements  were  hurried  up  by  the 
rebels,  hut  they  came  too  late  to  retrieve  the  disaster  of  the  day. 
They  cautiously  remained  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  fight 
degenerated  into  an  artillery  duel,  the  enemy  using  vigorously  a  heavy 
battery  which  they  had  finely  posted  on  a  hill  to  our  right  front,  and 
which  had  given  us  much  trouble  by  its  wicked  fire  during  the  battle. 
Our  loss  was  small — sixty  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  covered  our 
entire  casualties — while  the  punishment,  &c.,  inflicted  on  the  enemy 
could  not  have  been  far  short  of  600  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
Colonel  Devin,  who  acquitted  himself  with  conspicuous  skill  and  gal¬ 
lantry,  was  painfully  wounded  in  the  foot,  though  he  kept  the  field  to 
the  end  of  the  battle.  Great  credit  is  due  General  Custer  for  the 
masterly  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  command.  All  honor  to  the 
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brave  officers  and  ineu  who  won  this  battle,  which  cost  the  enem^'  so 
dearly.  The  Eeserve  Brigade,  which  was  ordered  up  during  the  engage¬ 
ment,  but'  which  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part,  resumed  its  camp 
for  the  night,  as  did  the  other  brigades  of  the  division. 

On  the  17th  the  division  marched  at  8  a.  in.  in  compliance  with  orders, 
destroying  the  grain  and  forage,  and  driving  off  the  cattle  in  the  Y  alley 
from  Cedar  Creek  to  Berryville.  This  duty,  not  among  the  most  agree¬ 
able  assigned  to  soldiers,  was  thoroughly  though  delicately  done ;  no 
jirivate  property,  save  that  mentioned,  being  injured;  nor  family 
molested  by  any  soldier  in  the  command  to  my  knowledge,  lluring 
the  18th,  19tli,  and  20th  of  August  the  command  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  Berryville.  In  this  interval  several  attacks  were  made  by 
parties  of  guerrillas  on  the  i)ickets  and  foraging  parties  of  the  First 
Brigade,  in  wdiich  several  men  were  killed.  The  Tliird  Brigade,  Colonel 
Lowell  commanding,  joined  the  division  while  it  was  encamped  at 
Berryville.  It  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  watching  the  enemy  on  the 
Winchester  pike.  (I  would  here  remark  that  although  this  brigade 
constituted  part  of  the  division,  that  I  am  unable  to  give  any  account 
of  the  most  of  its  operations,  as  it  was  detached  from  the  command 
during  most  of  the  early  jiart  of  tlie  campaign,  until  it  was  broken  up, 
and  its  regiments  assigned  to  tlie  other  brigades  of  tlie  division.)  On 
the  21st  the  Third  Brigade  was  attacked  and  Colonel  Lowell  was  sent 
orders  to  fall  back  on  the  command  at  Berryville,  the  division  having 
ordera  to  march  to  Charlestown.  After  leaving  Berryville  the  enemy 
annoyed  the  rearguard  but  little,  the  force  that  followed  being  small. 
August  22,  marched  to  Shepherdstown  via  Duffield’s  Station.  On  the 
23d  and  24th  remained  in  camp,  picketing,  &c.  August  25,  a 
reconnaissance  was  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  Third  Division, 
toward  Leetown.  Near  Kearneysville  the  enemy’s  infantry  (Breckin, 
ridge’s  corps)  was  met,  and  after  a  sharp  skirmish  the  two  divisions 
fell  back  toward  Shepherdstown.  At  this  latter  place  the  rear  guard 
was  forced  from  its  position  by  the  enemy,  who  followed  it  up  with 
astonishing  vigor.  The  First  Brigade  was  ordered  out  to  repel  the 
attack,  which  it  did,  driving  the  enemy  well  toward  Shepherdstown, 
but  was  in  its  turn  threatened  in  its  rear  by  a  force  of  the  enemy  which 
had  marched  across  the  countiy  and  struck  us  in  the  hank.  The 
Second  Brigade  was  immediately  ordered  toengage  this  force  violently, 
in  order  to  give  the  First  Brigade  a  chance  to  retire  across  the 
Potomac.  The  attack  was  made  with  marked  impetuosity  by  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  had  the  desired  effect,  as  General 
Custer  retired  across  the  river  without  molestation.  During  the  day 
the  loss  to  the  enemy,  as  we  have  since  learned,  'was  very  heavy. 
The  first  attack  made  on  his  columns,  which  were  marching  toward 
Williamsport,  was  so  heavy  as  to  throw  him  into  the  greatest  confusion, 
and  though  it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  to  fight  his  infantry,  subsequent 
developments  have  proven  that  the  two  divisions  did  much  toward 
defeating  for  a  time  Breckinridge’s  entire  corps  of  infantry.  During 
the  day  a  splendid  mounted  charge  was  made  by  the  Second  Brigade, 
while  the  First  Brigade  did  noble  service  on  foot.  August  26  and 
27,  remained  in  camp  picketing  anti  reconnoitering.  August  28, 
marched  to  Leetown,  at  which  point  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  under 
Lomax,  was  engaged  by  the  Keserve  Brigade  and  driven  toward 
Smithfield.  At  this  latter  ]fiace  the  enemy  made  a  decided  stand,  when 
the  division  was  dis])Osed  for  battle,  tin'  First  Brigade  moving  to  the 
right  flank  and  the  Keserve  Brigade  attacking  in  front,  Second  Brigade 
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being-  held  as  reserve.  In  tlie  attack  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  distin¬ 
guished  itself  in  a  splendid  charge  against  double  its  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  repelling  his  charge  and  driving  his  column  ba(‘k  in  confusion. 
Lieutenant  Hoyer,  of  the  First,  a  gallant  and  i)romising  young  officer, 
fell  mortally  wounded  while  leading  his  squadron  in  the  charge.  The 
enemy  were  finally  driven  across  the  Oi)equon  to  Bunker  Hill,  and  the 
division  encamped  near  Sinithfleld.  Tlie  next  day  the  brigade  Avas 
ordered  on  reconnaissance  to  Bunker  Hill,  to  discover  if  possible  the 
AYliereabouts  of  the  enemy^s  infantry.  Two  divisions  of  his  force 
(infantry)  were  met  on  their  way  to  attack  us.  The  brigade  wms  with¬ 
drawn  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Opequon,  and  the  entire  diAusion,  after 
a  stubborn  resistance,  fell  back  toAAmrd  Charlestown,  about  two  miles. 
The  enemy  did  not  advance  far,  but  in  his  turn  retired  to  the  left  bank 
of  the  Opequon.  August  30,  marched  to  Berryville,  and  on  the  31st 
and  1st  of  September  remained  in  caiiip. 

September  2,  marched  to  Bullskin  Run  at  daybreak,  and  at  7  ii.  m. 
marched  again  to  Berryville.  September  3,  marched,  Ada  White  Post,  to 
Front  Royal  and  Winchester  pike,  and  on  the  4th  returned  to  Berry- 
Aulle,  AAdiere  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  line  Avas  found  to  rest. 
This  was  avoided  with  but  little  skirmishing  by  a  movement  to  our 
right.  On  the  5th  of  September  the  division  moved  to  the  right  of 
the  infantry  then  facing  the  enemy,  and  picketed,  reconnoitered,  &c., 
until  the  night  of  the  i8th.  At  2  a.  m.  on  tlie  19th  it  marched  to 
the  Opequon  and  took  part  in  the  battle  fought  on  that  creek,  a  report 
of  which  is  giA^en  separately.*  September  20,  led  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  to  Strasburg,  found  him  in  force  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  September 
21,  marched  to  Front  Royal  by  way  of  B nekton  Ford,  and  thence,  on 
the  22d,  Avitli  the  Third  Hivision,  up  Luray  Valley  to  Milford,  AAdiere 
the  enemy  was  found  strongly  posted.  The  division  was  but  slightly 
engaged.  Captain  Emmons,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Reserve 
Brigade,  was  dangerously  Avouuded  during  the  day  by  one  of  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters.  It  having  been  decided  impracticable  to  carry  the 
position  of  the  enemy  Avithont  great  loss  of  life,  it  was  decided  to 
Avithdraw  both  divisions.  This  was  done  at  dark,  and  the  command 
on  the  folloAving  day  returned  to  Front  Royal.  Near  this  town  the 
adAmnce  of  the  ReserA-e  Brigade  encountered  a  body  of  guerrillas, 
under  a  Captain  Chapman,  who  were  in  the  act  of  capturing  an  am¬ 
bulance  train  of  our  wounded.  The  gang  was  quickly  dispersed, 
with  a  loss  of  eighteen  killed.  Lieutenant  McMaster,  of  the  Second  U.  S. 
Cavalry,  aa^-s  mortally  wounded  in  this  affair,  being  shot  a^ter  he  was 
taken  prisoner  and  robbed.  The  night  of  the  same  day  the  command 
marched  to  Milford,  and  after  crossing  Overall’s  Run  (Avhere  the  rebels 
had  destroyed  the  bridge)  by  a  ford,  bivouacked  until  daylight  on  the 
24th.  The  march  was  then  resumed,  when  Wickham’s  cavalry  was  met 
near  Luray  and  routed  by  the  First  and  Reserve  Brigades,  Aviththe  loss 
of  nearly  100  prisoners  and  one  battle-flag  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry.  September  25,  crossed  the  mountains  to  Ncav  Market, 
where,  after  halting,  feeding,  &c.,  the  division  moved  on  to  Harrisonburg. 
September  20,  the  Reserve  Brigade  was  detached  and  marched  Avith  the 
Third  Division  to  Staunton,  Waynesborough,  &c. ;  the  remaining  por¬ 
tion  of  the  division  moved  on  to  Port  Republic,  the  Second  Brigade  in 
the  advance,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  before  it  across  Middle  River 
into  BroAvn’s  Gaj),  Avhere  the  enemy’s  army  Avas  found  in  force.  It  Avas 
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also  discovered  that  Kersliaw^s  division,  wliicli  liad  come  from  Gordons- 
ville,  was  joining  Early  tliroiigli  Swift  Run  Gap.  The  artillery  of  the 
division  was  placed  in  an  advantageous  position  and  shelled  Kershaw’s 
trains  with  great  effect.  An  attack  was  ordered  on  the  trains  at  the 
same  time,  but  it  was  found  that  they  were  too  strongly  guarded  to  be 
taken,  and  the  attack  had  no  other  effect  than  to  scare  the  enemy 
mightily.  In  the  afternoon  the  enemy’s  infantry  made  an  attack  on 
the  skirmish  line  of  the  Second  Brigade,  driving  the  light  of  it  from  a 
dense  chaparral  into  which  it  had  been  pushed  forward.  A  very  heavy 
and  accurate  artillery  fire  and  a  display  of  mounted  squadrons  in  the 
open  field  deterred  the  enemy  from  a  farther  advance.  Major  Scott, 
First  New  York  Dragoons,  was  wounded  (the  third  time  during  the 
campaign)  in  this  affair.  September  27,  the  Second  Division,  in  posi¬ 
tion  near  Weyer’s  Cave,  was  driven  from  that  place  by  a  combined 
attack  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry.  This  division  fell  back  from 
its  position  to  the  right  of  Port  Republic,  sending  its  wagon  trains  to 
the  First  Division.  The  enemy,  instead  of  advancing  to  our  front, 
threatened  our  right  and  communications  by  moving  in  the  direction  of 
Cross  Keys.  To  preserve  these  the  command  fell  back  to  Cross  Keys 
and  took  up  position  for  battle.  The  enemy  did  not  accept  the  offer, 
but  moved  from  Brown’s  Gap  the  same  night  to  Waynesborough,  where 
he  came  in  contact  with  the  command  of  the  chief  of  cavalry  at  that 
place.  September  28,  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered  the  enemy  were  with¬ 
drawing  from  Port  Republic  a  brigade  of  the  First  Division  (Colonel 
Kidd)  and  one  of  the  Second  Division  (Colonel  Schoonmaker)  were 
ordered  to  advance  to  Port  Republic,  which  was  done,  and  the  rear 
guard  of  the  enemy  driven  toward  Waynesborough.  September  29, 
both  divisions  (First  and  Second),  being  under  my  command  by  orders 
from  army  headquarters,  marched  across  the  country,  destroying  mills 
and  forage  and  driving  off  cattle.  This  work  was  completely  done 
throughout  the  Valley  from  within  a  few  miles  from  Waynesborough 
and  Staunton  to  Mount  Crawford. 

September  30  and  October  1,  remained  in  camp  near  Mount  Crawford. 
On  the  2d  of  October  the  enemy  advanced  and  skirmishing  took  place 
along  my  entire  line,  lasting  all  day.  October  3  and  4,  remained  in 
camp  near  Mount  Crawford,  from  which  place  the  division  moved,  on 
the  6th,  to  Cross  Keys  and  vicinity.  October  0,  moved  to  Harrisonburg 
and  thence  on  Middle  road  to  Timberville,  destroying  forage,  grain,  &c., 
and  driving  off  cattle  across  the  entire  valley.  October  7,  inarched 
at  6  a.  m.,  continuing  the  work  of  destruction,  joining  the  pike  near 
Edenburg,  where  the  division  camped.  October  8,  moved  as  rear  guard 
to  the  army  and  fought  the  enemy  near  Tom’s  Creek  (as  reported  in 
separate  report  of  the  battle  of  the  9th).  October  9,  fought  the  battle 
of  Tom’s  Creek  (report  made).*  October  10,  camped  near  Tom’s  Run. 
October  11,  marched  to  Cedar  Creek  and  camped  on  the  left  of  the  infan¬ 
try  at  Bowman’s  Ford,  where  we  remained  during  the  12th.  October 
13,  the  enemy  shelled  the  infantry  camps,  and  the  division  was  moved 
to  the  right  of  the  infantry  line,  where  it  remained  during  the  14th. 
On  the  15th  the  division  marched  at  dark  to  Front  Royal,  starting  on 
an  expedition  which,  for  reasons,  was  afterward  abandoned.  October 
10,  returned  to  camp  on  the  right  of  the  infantry,  where  w^e  remained 
during  the  17th  and  18th.  October  19  and  20 — accounts  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  these  dates  are  given  in  special  reports  of  the  battle  of  Middle- 
town. t 


See  p.  446. 


t  See  p.  448. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  property  destroyed  and  captured  by  the 
division  in  the  movement  from  Port  Eej)ublic  to  Tom’s  Brook: 


Property. 

No. 

Money 

value. 

Property. 

No. 

Money 

value. 

Barns . 

Flouring  mills . 

Saw -mills . . . 

Woolen  mill . 

Hav  .  -  .tons. . 

630 

47 

4 

1 

3,455 

255 

979 

410.742 

3 

515 

750 

$1,  693,  000 
314, 000 
8,000 
10, 000 
103,  607 

2,  550 

2,  720 

1,  026, 105 
^'5,  000 
18, 000 
750 

Cattle  driven  off . 

Sheep  driven  off . 

Swine  driven  off . 

Flour . barrels.. 

Tanneries . 

1,347 
1,  231 
725 
560 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

$36, 380 
6,  340 
8,000 
G,  720 
4,000 
3.  000 
5,000 
10,  000 
1,500 

3,  304,  672 

Straw . tIo... 

Fodder . do. . . 

Wheat . bushels. . 

Vn  rnnr.p.s 

Railroad  depot . 

Wagons  loaded  with  flour. 

Locomotive  engine . 

Box-cars . 

Cora  . . acres. . 

Unfllipl.'^  1 

Total _ 

1 

Yerv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEEEITT, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding  Division, 
Alaj.  William  Eussell,  Jr., 

yissL  Adjt.  Gen.y  Hdqrs.  Cavalry^  Army  Middle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  12^  1864. 

Sir  :  The  division  moved  as  ordered  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  two  brigades  and  the  wagons  via  Summit  Point,  the  First 
Brigade  across  the  country  to  Seivers’  Ford.  No  serious  opposition 
was  met  with  until  we  arrived  at  the  Opequon.  The  enemy’s  cavalry 
pickets  retreated  across  the  creek.  At  the  fords  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  was  picketing  as  usual  with  infantry,  which  seemed  determined 
to  prevent  our  crossing.  After  occupying  the  fords  below  I  sent  the 
First  Brigade  to  Locke’s  Ford,  while  the  Eeserve  Brigade  was  ordered 
to  effect  a  crossing  at  Seivers’  Ford  5  this  was  done  in  tine  style  by  Col¬ 
onel  Lowell,  who  threw  over  dismounted  men,  closely  supported  by  the 
Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  part  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 
mounted.  In  making  this  lodgment  on  the  left  bank  of  the  creek  Ca])tain 
Eodenbough,  of  the  Second  H.  S.  Cavalry,  with  his  gallant  regiment, 
was  particularly  conspicuous  in  charging  down  the  hill,  across  the  creek, 
on  up  the  opposite  incline  in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy’s 
infantry,  wdio  had  taken  possession  of  the  railroad  cut,  and  were  com- 
l)letely  covered  from  our  fire.  The  Second  advanced  (a  heroic  little 
l)aiKl)  almost  without  firing  ashot,  until  it  had  gained  the  crest  of  the  cut; 
here  a  number  of  prisoners  w^ere  taken ;  this  was  done  with  but  small 
loss.  Simultaneous  with  the  crossing  at  this  ford  General  Custer,  with 
his  brave  brigade,  forced  the  passage  at  the  ford  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  below — Locke’s.  His  men,  as  usual,  fought  with  the  greatest  gal¬ 
lantry,  rushing  recklessly  over  every  opposition,  and  pressing  well 
forward  into  the  country  on  the  other  side,  connecting  his  left  with  the 
right  of  the  Eeserve  Brigade.  This  was  all  completed  before  sunrise. 
The  rich  crimson  of  that  fine  autumnal  morning  was  fading  away  into 
the  broad  light  of  day  when  the  booming  of  guns  on  the  left  gave  sign 
that  the  attack  was  being  made  by  our  infantry.  The  glorious  old 
First  Division  was  never  in  better  condition.  Officers  and  men,  as 
they  saw  the  sun  appear  bright  and  glorious  above  the  horizon,  felt  a 
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consciousness  of  renewed  strengtli,  a  presentiment  of  fresli  glory  to 
be  added  that  day  to  tbeir  already  nniading  laurels.  They  felt  like 
men  who  were  willing  to  do  and  diej  that  they  were  not  deceived  the 
history  of  the  day  proves. 

After  the  junction  of  the  lines  on  the  other  side  of  the  Opeqiion  both 
brigades  were  ordered  to  advance  and  press  the  enemy  vigorously, 
keeping  him  engaged,  the  object  being  to  prevent  Breckinridge,  who 
was  known  to  be  in  our  front,  from-  sending  his  cort)S  to  join  the  rest  of 
Early’s  forces  near  Winchester,  or  at  least,  if  he  did  send  it,  to  follow 
closely  in  his  rear  and  get  on  the  enemy’s  flank.  Every  man  in  the  two 
brigades  now  engaged  (the  First  and  Iteserve)  fought  like  a  hero. 
About  11  o’clock  a  charge  was  made  by  part  of  the  First  Brigade  and 
the  Second  [U.  S.]  Cavalry,  Keserve  Brigade.  Our  men  rushed  upon  the 
infantry,  who  were  protected  by  along  line  of  rail  barricades,  but  find¬ 
ing  unusual  and  unexpected  obstacles,  retired,  taking  a  position  more 
advantageous,  from  which  they  made  the  enemy  in  his  turn  retire 
before  them.  Here  the  enemy  used  his  artillery  freely.  About  1.30 
p.  m.  the  order  for  a  general  advance  was  given.  Tlie  Second  Brigade, 
not  hitherto  engaged,  was  thrown  across  the  creek,  as  also  the  artillery, 
which  at  intervals  up  to  this  time  had  been  doing  good  execution  from 
fine  positions  on  the  right  bank.  The  Second  Brigade,  with  the  First 
U.  S.  Cavalry  (Captain  Baker),  moved  in  column  on  the  direct  road 
from  Seivers’  Ford  to  the  Winchester  pike  (the  road  meeting  the  pike 
about  four  miles  from  Winchester).  The  First  and  Keserve  Brigades 
moved  across  the  country  Avith  orders  to  concentrate  at  the  junction  of 
these  two  roads.  It  was  soon  found  that  the  enemy’s  infantry  had 
withdrawn  from  our  front,  leaving  the  protection  of  their  flank  to  their 
cavalry.  General  Devin  charged  this  last  about  a  mile  from  the  pike, 
and  hurled  it  in  confusion  up  the  road  and  across  the  country  to  the 
pike.  It  was  soon  disposed  of;  althongh  outnumbering  the  Second 
Brigade  it  could  not  stand  before  the  keen  steel  aiul  resistless  force  of 
the  sturdy  troopers  of  the  ‘^Old  War  Horse.”  The  junction  of  the 
three  brigades  at  the  point  designated  Avas  soon  effected  and  the 
advance  toward  Winchester  immediately  begun — the  First  Brigade  on 
the  right,  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  center,  and  the  Keserve  Brigade 
well  to  the  left,  to  cover  the  flank  and  connect  if  possible  with  our 
infantry.  When  approaohing  the  field  near  Winchester  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  (re-enforced)  again  met  our  advance,  Avlien  the  Second  Brigade 
charged  it,  which  charge,  being  closely  followed  up  by  the  First  Brigade 
(each  holding  a  reserve),  drove  the  rebel  horsemen  pell-mell  over  their 
infantry  and  out  of  sight  into  the  toAvn  of  Winchester.  These  men 
only  returned  later  in  the  day  on  the  crest  of  a  line  of  hills  Avell  to  our 
right  to  annoy  us  Avith  their  artillery  fire.  At  this  time  (3  p.  m.)  the 
field  was  open  for  cavalry  operations  such  as  the  Avar  has  not  seen, 
such  as  all  good  cavalry  officers  long  to  engage  in;  nor  was  the  division 
slow  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  grand  theater  of  battle  Avhich  Avas 
being  enacted  at  our  feet. 

Up  to  this  time  no  communication  had  been  opened  Avith  our  infantry; 
we  knew  they  Avere  going  to  fight  and  about  where  AA^e  might  expect 
them.  A  six-gun  battely  of  the  enemy  Avas  playing  away  rapidly 
toAvard  our  left  front.  This  was  ordered  to  be  charged,  but  before  the 
order  could  be  executed  it  withdreAv,  and  the  charge  Avas  directed  on 
the  enemy’s  infantry,  Avhich  was  attempting  to  change  front  and  meet 
us;  they  were  in  confusion;  no  time  Avas  lost;  the  intrepid  Devin,  Avith 
his  gallant  brigade,  burst  like  a  storm  of  case-shot  in  their  midst, 
showering  saber  blows  on  their  heads  and  shoulders,  trampling  them 
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under  liis  horses’  feet,  and  routing  them  in  droves  in  every  direction. 
The  brigade  emerged  from  the  fray  witli  3  stand  of  colors  and  over 
300  prisoners.  This  blow,  struck  by  General  Devin,  was  at  the  angle  of 
the  line  caused  by  the  enemy’s  refusing  his  left  to  meet  our  attack. 
Soon  Colonel  Lowell  (Eeserve  Brigade),  who  formed  to  left  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  from  which  Devin  charged,  entered  the  lists.  His  heroic  brigade, 
now  reduced  to  about  GOO  men,  rode  out  fearlessly  to  within  500  yards 
of  the  enemy’s  infantry  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  which,  resting  on 
an  old  earth- work,  was  a  two-gun  battery.  Tlie  order  was  given  to 
charge  the  line  and  get  the  guns.  The  noble  Lowell,  with  his  heroic 
little^  brigade,  moved  boldly  forward;  a  withering  fire  staggered  the 
head  of  his  column;  it  was  deployed;  the  enemy’s  capacity  for  harm 
was  gone,  their  pieces  being  unloaded.  The  brigade  dashed  down, 
broke  through  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  swept  it  away  in  confusion,  leav¬ 
ing  the  guns  far  behind  in  the  hurly-burly  of  the  melee.  It  was  a  noble 
work  well  done — a  theme  for  the  poet;  a  scene  for  the  painter.  In  this 
charge  the  gallant  Eodenbough,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  lost  an 
arm.  These  inovements  had  given  us  the  ground  at  first  occupied  by 
the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade  moved  to  a  position  near  the  front,  and, 
forming  in  column  of  squadrons,  made  ready  to  give  the  final  stroke  to 
the  work  of  tlie  day.  The  sun  was  fast  going  down  and  the  enemy 
making  the  greatest  effort  to  go  away,  but  the  cavalry  gave  them  no 
rest. 

We  were  at  this  time  under  a  fearful  fire  of  artillery,  which,  as  hinted 
at  before,  had  taken  its  position  on  the  crest  of  a  line  of  hills  to  our 
right  flank.  The  Fourth  and  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  (Second  Bri¬ 
gade)  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  in  column  of  squadrons, 
and  the  fragment  of  tlie  Eeserve  Brigade,  with  the  same  formation, 
was  posted  on  the  right  of  this  column.  A  battery  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  doing  some  execution,  ])osted  to  the  left  front  about 
500  yards,  limbered  up  and  ran  away.  The  charge  of  the  left  column 
Avas  ordered;  the  gallant  Custer  led  it;  boot  to  boot  these  brave  horse¬ 
men  rode  in.  The  enemy’s  line  broke  into  a  thousand  fragments  under 
the  shock.  The  Eeserve  Brigade  followed  the  blow,  and  all  was  lost 
to  the  enemy.  Many  of  them  threw  doAvn  their  arms  and  cried  for 
mercy;  others  hung  tenaciously  to  their  muskets,  using  them  with 
their  muzzles  against  our  soldiers’  breasts ;  a  number  took  refuge  in 
a  house  and  fought  through  the  doors  and  windows,  but  the  field  was 
won.  Four  stand  of  colors  were  here  taken  and  over  500  prisoners 
Avere  swejit  into  our  lines,  and  the  miserable  remnant  of  Early’s  army 
fled  madly  through  the  streets  of  Winchester. 

Thus  it  Avill  be  seen  that  six  distinct  charges  were  made  by  parts  of 
the  division  after  the  general  advance  toward  Winchester — two  by  the 
Second  Brigade  and  one  by  the  First  Brigade  against  the  enemy’s  cav- 
affy ;  one  by  the  Second  Brigade  and  one  by  the  Eeserve  Brigade  against 
the  enemy’s  infantry  and  artillery,  and  one,  the  final  charge,  in  Avhich  all 
three  of  the  brigades  were  concerned.  Brigade  and  regimental  com¬ 
manders  did  their  duty  handsomely  in  rallying  their  commands  after  each 
charge,  and  the  (commanding  officers  of  the  First  and  Eeserve  Brigades 
are  ])arti(cnUirly  Avorthy  of  praise  for  carrying  out  orders  and  concentrat¬ 
ing  their  brigades  at  a  given  point  on  the  pike  in  the  shortest  possible 
time.  Everything  Avas  Avell  done  during  the  day,  and  everything  Avas 
done  in  a  si)ace  of  time  which  seemed  short,  even  where  there  Avas  the 
greatest  reason  for  inii)atience  on  the  field  of  battle  in  time  of  need. 

The  battle  of  the  Oixcqnon  was  truly  a  glorious  occcasion  for  the  First 
Cavalry  Division,  and  there  is  not  a  man  nor  officei’  in  the  command  Avho 
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does  not  take  a  just  pride  in  wliat  was  done  by  the  division  toward 
winning  the  victory  and  trailing  the  rebel  banners  in  the  dust  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  the  former  valley  of  humiliation  to  Union 
armies. 

Our  losses  were  heavy,  not  in  numbers,  but  many  of  our  best  soldiers 
poured  out  their  life  blood  on  the  fields  around  Winchester.  Lieut. 
Ool.  Melvin  Brewer,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry;  Capt.  William  O. 
North,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry;  Maj.  C.  W.  Ayres,  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Capt.  James  F.  McQuescen,  Second  U. 
S.  Cavalry,  acting  inspector-general  on  my  staff,  fell  in  the  front  of 
battle  heroically  fighting  for  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  the  ascendancy 
of  the  old  flag.  Never  did  braver  men  shed  their  blood,  and  never  in 
a  juster  cause.  Each  one  of  these  gallant  oflicers  was  actuated  by  the 
highest  principles  that  inspire  a  soldier.  Each  was  a  willing  sacrifice 
in  the  hour  of  his  country’s  need. 

The  names  of  the  enlisted  men  who  fell  in  this  battle  are  transmitted 
herewith;  they  died  gloriously  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  with  the 
simple  but  proud  record  of  enlisted  men  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division 
who  had  always  done  their  duty;  they  need  no  more  flattering  history. 

There  are  many  events  of  personal  daring  which  it  would  not  be 
possible  in  the  limits  of  this  report  to  recount.  I  have  taken  occasion 
to  mention  in  a  separate  paper  those  who  were  particularly  deserving 
of  praise,  but  I  find  that  but  poor  justice  can  be  done  to  a  command 
in  any  report  of  a  battle  in  which  those  who  were  not  prominently  dis¬ 
tinguished  are  among  the  exceptions.  The  battle,  in  addition  to  its 
immediate  results,  has  had  the  effect  to  establish  in  the  mind  of  each 
officer  and  man  in  the  command  the  lesson  derived  from  our  former 
experience,  that  the  First  Cavalry  Division  is  invincible  in  a  contest 
with  anything  like  equal  numbers  of  the  foe. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEREITT, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  ?,  Commanding. 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generalj  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  12.,  1864. 

Major  :  On  the  8th  instant  the  division  marched  in  rear  of  the  army, 
acting  as  rear  guard.  When  arriving  at  Tom’s  Creek  it  was  ordered  to 
halt  and  go  into  position  by  the  chief  of  cavalry.  Soon  after  orders 
were  received  from  the  major-general  commanding  the  army  to  send  a 
force  toward  Woodstock  on  a  reconnaissance.  The  First  Brigade 
(Colonel  Kidd)  was  detached  on  this  duty,  while  a  regiment  from  the 
Reserve  Brigade  and  one  from  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  out  on 
the  flanks  of  this  reconnaissance  to  protect  the  movement.  Soon  after 
the  departure  of  the  First  Brigade  a  report  was  received  that  the  enemy 
was  attacking  the  Third  Division  in  force  on  the  Back  road,  about  four 
miles  to  our  right  rear.  At  the  same  time  orders  came  from  the  chiet 
of  cavalry  -that  if  the  attack  was  serious  to  strike  the  enemy  in  his  flank. 
The  Reserve  and  Second  Brigades  were  immediately  ordered  out,  and 
marching  across  the  country  found  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on  the  Back 
road  and  commenced  skirmishing  with  them.  The  enemy  soon  made 
front  toward  the  Reserve  Brigade,  wliich  was  ])rincipally  engaged,  but 
at  the  same  time  was  driven  back  across  Tom’s  Creek,  where,  with  his 
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artillery  in  position,  he  made  a  stubborn  resistance.  It  was  expected 
at  this  time  that  the  Third  Division  would  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
Back  road,  but  from  some  cause  the  attack  was  not  made,  and  at  dark 
the  two  brigades  engaged  were  withdrawn,  the  enemy  having  been 
forced  ba(;k  over  a  mile.  In  the  meantime  the  First  Brigade  had  made 
the  reconnaissance  to  Woodstock  without  opposition,  was  attacked  in 
its  rear  as  it  returned  to  Toufs  Creek,  but  the  enemy  was  easily  re¬ 
pulsed,  and  the  division,  after  establishing  its  picket-line,  went  into 
camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  division  marched  to  the  position  near 
the  Back  road,  where  the  brigades  had  been  engaged  the  evening 
before.  The  Third  Division  was  found  fighting  the  enemy  on  the  same 
ground  from  which  the  enemy  was  driven.  The  First  Brigade  was 
immediately  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  right  fiank  and  rear, 
while  the  Deserve  Brigade  was  ordered  to  move  on  the  pike,  cross 
Tom’s  Creek,  and  then,  if  it  met  with  no  opposition  on  the  pike,  to  turn 
to  its  right  after  moving  out  well,  and,  if  possible,  gain  the  enemy’s 
rear.  At  the  same  time  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front 
on  a  ridge  midway  between  the  pike  and  Back  road  to  push  the  enemy 
there,  as  well  as  to  establish  and  keep  up  the  connection  between  the 
two  wings  of  the  division.  These  orders  were  all  soon  carried  out,  and 
the  First  Brigade  very  quickly  became  hotly  engaged  with  the  flank  of 
the  enemy  in  position  in  front  of  the  Third  Division.  Martin’s  battery, 
attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  did  excellent  execution  in  enfilading  the 
enemy’s  lines,  while  the  brigade,  by  its  vigorous  attack,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Third  Division,  soon  hurried  the  enemy  from  his  position  and 
down  the  road.  At  this  time  report  came  that  Colonel  Lowell  (Deserve 
Brigade)  was  hotly  pressed  in  his  front  on  the  pike,  when  the  First 
Dew  York  Dragoons  (Second  Brigade)  and  Fifth  IT.  S.  Cavalry  (at 
division  headquarters)  were  thrown  in  to  his  assistance.  These  regi¬ 
ments  went  in  on  the  left  flank  of  the  force  attacking  Lowell,  and, 
together  with  the  Second  Brigade,  divided  the  two  wings  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  forcing  him  to  retreat  on  both  roads.  Dot  a  moment’s  delay  now 
occurred  j  the  enemy  was  pressed  at  every  step  j  the  Deserve  Brigade 
moved  on  the  pike,  the  Second  on  the  ridge  between  the  pike  and  Back 
road,  and  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  Back  road.  Dow  the 
enemy’s  resistance  became  very  feeble,  and  presently  his  retreat  became 
a  rout. 

The  success  of  the  day  was  now  merely  a  question  of  the  endurance  of 
horseflesh,  and  let  it  be  here  stated  that  no  more  splendid  commentary 
could  be  made  on  the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  troopers  of  this  division 
than  the  fact  that  their  horses,  with  but  few  exceptions,  endured 
a  run  of  nearly  twenty  miles  and  were  found  the  next  day  in  condi¬ 
tion  for  a  reasonable  march.  Tom’s  Creek  was  left  far  in  the  rear, 
Maurertown  was  passed.  The  enemy’s  opposition  was  fitful;  each 
time  our  troopers  came  in  view  they  would  rush  on  the  discomfited 
rebels  with  their  sabers,  and  send  them  howling  in  every  direction ; 
numbers  fled  to  the  mountains.  Once  or  twice  the  rebel  artillery  made 
a  stand  and  fired  a  few  shots;  when  near  Woodstock  they  did  it  to  their 
cost;  Lowell’s  brave  troopers  caught  sight  of  the  battery  and  rode  it 
down,  sabering  everyone  who  made  resistance — two  pieces  were  here 
sent  to  the  rear;  at  Edenburg  two  other  pieces,  together  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  caissons  and  wagons,  shared  a  like  fate.  At  the  crossing  of 
Stony  Creek  the  Deserve  Brigade  was  halted  in  order  to  collect  its 
strength,  and  two  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  previously  ordered 
to  the  pike,  took  up  the  pursuit.  After  crossing  the  creek,  which  was 
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deep,  a  shot  which  came  thundering  down  the  road  gave  us  to  under¬ 
stand  that  there  was  still  another  gun  ahead.  The  Xinth  New  York 
dashed  forward  and  soon  another  gun,  a  number  of  wagons,  caissons, 
foi-ges,  and  ambulances  were  added  to  the  trophies  of  the  day.  Still 
the  chase  did  not  end ;  it  was  only  when  the  advance  reached  INIount 
Jackson  that  the  command  was  ordered  to  halt,  aiul  our  weary  horses 
and  excited,  fearless  riders  were  called  from  the  pursuit.  The  fragments 
of  the  enemy’s  column  could  be  seen  flying  miles  in  advance;  where 
they  stopped  the  terror-stricken  wretches  could  scarcely  tell  themselves, 
I  cannot.  In  the  meantime  the  First  brigade,  still  co-operating  with  the 
Third  Division,  pushed  forward  along  the  Back  road  to  ai^oint  ox>])osite 
Woodstock ;  this  brigade,  though  not  immediately  concerned  in  any  of 
the  captures  made,  did  a  great  deal  to  add  to  the  success  of  the  columns 
on  both  roads,  particularly  in  dislodging  and  helping  to  rout  the  enemy 
in  front  of  the  Third  Division;  its  services  should  not  be  overlooked. 
In  this  connection  I  would  not  omit  to  mention  the  First  Michigan 
Cavalry,  of  the  First  Brigade,  with  its  gallant  commander,  Colonel 
Stagg.  This  regiment  was  on  picket  on  the  ])ike,  and  after  the  advance 
of  the  Deserve  Brigade  through  its  lines,  a  staff  oflicer  was  sent  from 
division  headquarters  to  have  it  move  on  and  act  with  the  Deserve 
Brigade  during  the  day;  this  it  did  right  nobly,  sharing  the  success 
of  the  Deserve  Brigade  and  dealing  the  enemy  some  heavy  blows.  The 
division  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Woodstock  on  the  night  of  the  9th. 

Never  has  there  been,  in  the  history  of  this  war,  a  more  complete  vic¬ 
tory  than  this  of  Tom’s  Creek.  Almost  everything  the  enemy  had  with 
his ‘D’eorganized  cavalry”  was  captured  or  destroyed;  his  force  was 
routed  and  driven  at  a  breakneck  speed  over  twenty  miles  of  country, 
which  was  covered  with  the  debris  of  his  unmannerly  retreat. 

The  list  of  captures  are  as  follows:  42  C.  S.  and  U.  S.  wagons 
with  ordnance  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  3  ambulances,  o  x)ieces  of 
artillery  with  limbers,  4  caissons,  5  forges,  29  mules,  39  horses,  25  sets 
harness,  52  i)risoners  of  war  (3  commissioned  officers)-,  1  C.  S.  wagon 
loaded  with  Enfield  rifles. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  recommending  to  the  proper  author¬ 
ities  the  accomplished  chief  surgeon  of  the  division.  Asst.  Surg.  J.  W. 
Williams,  for  the  able  and  energetic  manner  in  which  he  has  adminis¬ 
tered  the  affairs  of  his  department  during  the  present  campaign  in  tlie 
Valley.  After  the  close  of  this  battle,  as  also  after  the  battle  of  the 
Opequon,  every  attention  was  given  the  wounded  of  the  command  in 
the  shortest  possible  time.  No  single  c()mplaint  is  heard  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  officers  of  this  command,  but  praise  is  given  them  from  every  quarter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  AIEDDITT, 

Bri<jadkr- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  William,  Dussell,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Hdqrs.  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  JJivision. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  24 ^  1864. 

Ma.tor  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  'following  report  of  the  part  this 
division  took  in  the  battle  of  the  19th  and  subsequent  operations: 

About  4  a.  ni.  on  the  19th  an  attack  was  made  on  the  jnekets  of  the 
First  Brigade  near  Cupp’s  Ford,  which  attack,  coupled  with  the  firing 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  infantry  line,  alarmed  the  camps,  and  every- 
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thing  was  got  ready  for  immediate  action.  The  First  Brigade  was  at 
once  ordered  to  move  to  the  support  of  its  picket-line,  while  the 
Reserve  Brigade, which  had  the  night  before  received  orders  to  make  a 
reconnaissance  on  the  Middle  road,  was  ordered  to  halt  and  await  fur¬ 
ther  orders.  This  brigade  had  advanced  in  the  execution  of  its  recon¬ 
naissance  to  the  picket-line,  and  subsequently  acted  for  a  short  time 
with  the  First  Brigade  in  repelling  the  attack  of  the  enemy  feebly 
made  on  that  part  of  the  field.  Soon  after  moving  from  camp  the 
heavy  artillery  firing,  and  immense  number  of  infantry  stragglers 
making  across  the  country  to  the  Back  road  from  our  left,  showed  that 
it  was  in  that  direction  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  advancing. 
The  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  attached  to  division  headquarters,  was  imme¬ 
diately  deployed  across  the  fields,  ami,  together  with  the  officers  and 
orderlies  of  the  division  staff,  did  much  toward  preventing  the  infantry 
going  to  the  rear,  and  forced  everyone  to  stop  and  form  line.  About 
this  time  the  Second  Brigade  (General  Devin)  was  ordered  to  move 
to  the  left  of  the  line,  cover  and  hold  the  pike,  and  at  the  same  time 
deploy  men  in  that  part  of  the  field  to  i)revent  fugitives  from  going  to 
the  rearf  this  General  Devin  quickly  accomplished,  and  did  good 
service,  especially  in  preventing  the  infantry  straggling.  On  moving 
to  the  left  General  Devin  ordered  his  battery  to  report  to  division 
headquarters,  where  Lieutenant  Taylor,  commanding,  received  orders 
to  advance  to  an  eligible  position  on  the  infantry  line  of  battle,  and 
use  his  pieces  on  the  enemy  till  such  time  as  it  was  unsafe  to  remain 
there.  Great  credit  is  due  Lieutenant  Taylor  for  the  prompt  and  efii- 
cient  manner  in  which  he  carried  out  this  order.  He  was  well  advanced 
to  the  front  of  battle,  without  supports  from  his  own  command,  and 
none  save  what  was  offered  by  the  thin  and  wavering  line  of  infantry 
near  his  position.  The  artillery  of  the  infantry  had  gone  unaccounta¬ 
bly  to  the  rear,  or  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  TayloFs  was 
the  only  battery  for  some  time  on  that  part  of  the  field.  It  is  thought 
that  his  rapid  and  destructive  fire  did  much  toward  preventing  a  far¬ 
ther  advance  of  the  enemy  on  that  flank  in  the  early  part  of  the  day. 
About  10  o’clock,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  chief  of  cavalry, 
the  First  Division  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the  -infantry  line  and  dis¬ 
posed  so  as  to  connect  with  the  infantry  and  at  the  same  time  cover 
the  Valley  pike  and  the  country  to  the  left.  This  was  soon  done — the 
Second  Brigade  (Devin’s)  occupying  the  right,  the  Reserve  Brigade 
(Lowell’s)  the  center,  and  the  First  Brigade  (Kidd’s)  the  left  of  the 
division  line  of  battle.  Orders  were  then  sent  to  each  brigade  to  press 
the  enemy  warmly,  and  Lowell  was  cautioned  to  watch  his  opportunity 
and  charge  a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  seemed  exposed  in  the  open 
country  to  the  left  of  the  pike.  Never  did  troops  fight  more  elegantly 
than  at  this-  timej  not  a  man  shirked  his  duty,  not  a  soldier  who  did 
not  conduct  himself  like  a  hero.  All  through  the  day  each  man  fought 
with  the  instinct  and  judgment  of  an  officer  and  with  the  courage  for 
which  this  division  has  become  so  celebrated.  Twice  or  thrice  by 
movements  in  the  infantry  line  on  our  right  the  enemy  got  in  the  flank 
of  the  division  line  and  subjected  it  to  a  murderous  fire;  but  there  was 
»no  movement  on  the  part  of  tlie  men  save  that  demanded  by  superior 
judgment  for  a  fresh  disposition  to  meet  the  contingency;  no  running, 
no  confusion,  where  at  one  time  among  so  many  others  there  was  the 
most  intense  demoralization.  The  line  at  this  time,  in  compliance  with 
orders  given  as  above  stated,  advanced  nearly  to  Middletown,  driving 
the  enemy  before  it  through  the  open  country,  the  gallant  Lowell,  as 
usual,  with  his  noble  command  forcing  from  the  enemy  every  available 
29  K  R — VOL  XLIII,  PT  I 


450 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W  YA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


inch  of  ground.  This  advance  was  liandsoniely  made  by  all  the  bri¬ 
gades;  at  the  time  it  was  intended  more  as  an  offensive-defensive 
movement  than  one  looking  to  a  final  victory.  The  enemy  withdrew 
from  the  open  country,  evidently  fearing  the  attack  of  the  cavalry,  and 
the  battery  which  was  marked  for  attack  and  i)ossible  capture  also 
withdrew  to  a  safer  position.  Sheltered  by  the  woods  on  each  flank 
and  the  houses  and  fences  of  Middletown,  the  enemy  (Kershaw’s  and 
Pegram’s  divisions)  in  our  front,  Kershaw  on  the  extreme  right, 
continued  a  sharp  skirmish,  varied  by  attacks  on  both  sides,  until  the 
final  advance  by  the  whole  army  under  the  major-general  commanding. 
Shortly  after  taking  position  on  the  left  of  the  line  as  above  described, 
Colonel  Moore’s  brigade.  Second  Division,  was  ordered  to  report  to  the 
First  Division  for  orders.  This  brigade,  having  skirmishers  on  the  line 
to  the  left  of  the  pike,  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  line  of  the  First 
Division;  it  did  so  handsomely,  fighting  with  spirit  while  it  remained 
with  the  command;  it  was  ordered  to  the  left  toward  Front  Koyal 
latei  in  the  day  by  the  chief  of  cavalry.  During  the  entire  day  the 
enemy  kept  uj)  an  artillery  fire  on  our  position  which  was  truly  terrific; 
it  has  seldom  been  equaled  for  accuracy  of  aim  and  excellence  of 
ammunition.  The  batteries  attached  to  this  division  did  nobly,  but 
were  overpowered  at  times  by  weight  of  metal  and  sui^erior  ammuni¬ 
tion.  So  excellent  was  the  practice  of  the  enemy  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  cover  a  cavalry  command  from  the  artillery  fire;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  horses  and  men  were  destroyed  by  this  arm  during  the  day.  As 
the  news  si)read  through  the  command  that  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  army  had  arrived  a  cheer  went  up  from  each  brigade  in 
this  division ;  every  officer  in  the  command  felt  there  was  victory  at 
hand;  they  all  had  confidence  in  him  who  had  formerly  commanded 
them  more  directly  in  trying  circumstances,  and  when  the  order  was 
given  for  a  general  advance  each  veteran  in  the  First  Division  bent  his 
brow  resolutely  and  rode  fearlessly  toward  the  goal.  Words  are  but 
poor  vehicles  to  convey  a  description  of  the  scene;  suffice  it  to  say,  the 
charge  was  successfully  made,  each  brigade  doing  its  duty  nobly.  The 
Eeserve  and  Second  Brigades  charged  into  a  living  wall  of  the  enemy, 
which,  receiving  the  shock,  emitted  a  leaden  sheet  of  fire  upon  their 
devoted  ranks;  but  the  enemy  were  broken  and  fled  before  the  resist¬ 
less  force  of  the  blow,  coupled  with  the  stern,  steady,  unrelenting,  yet 
swift,  advance  of  the  infantry,  who,  under  the  new  regime,  excited  the 
admiration  of  all  beholders. 

The  First  Brigade,  in  column  of  regiments  in  line,  moved  forward 
like  an  immense  wave,  slowly  at  first,  but  gathering  strength  and 
speed  as  it  progressed,  overwhelmed  a  battery  and  its  supports  amidst 
a  desolating  shower  of  canister  and  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry  from  part 
of  Kershaw’s  division,  at  short  range,  from  a  heavy  wood  to  our  left. 
Never  has  the  m^tle  of  the  division  been  put  to  a  severer  test  than  at 
this  time,  and  never  did  it  stand  the  test  better.  The  charge  was 
made  on  an  enemy  well  formed,  i^repared  to  receive  it  with  guns 
double-shotted  with  canister.  Into  that  fearful  charge  rode  many  a 
noble  spirit  who  met  his  death.  One  more  prominent  than  the  rest,  if 
individual  prominence  among  a  band  of  heroes  is  possible,  received 
his  death  wound — the  fearless  Lowell,  at  the  head  of  as  gallant  a  bri¬ 
gade  as  ever  rode  at  a  foe,  fell  in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  meeting  his 
death  as  he  had  always  faced  it — calmly,  resolutely,  heroically.  His 
fall  cast  a  gloom  on  the  entire  command.  No  one  in  the  field  appre¬ 
ciated  his  worth  more  than  his  division  commander.  He  was  wounded 
painfully  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  soon  after  which  1  met  him;  he 
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was  sufferiug  acutely  from  bis  wound,  but  to  ask  him  to  leave  the 
held  Avas  to  insult  him  almost;  a  more  gallant  soldier  never  buckled 
on  a  saber.  His  coolness  and  judgment  on  the  held  Avere  unequaled. 
An  educated  and  accomplished  gentleman,  his  modest,  amiable,  yet 
independent,  demeanor  endeared  him  to  all  his  superiors  in  rank;  his 
indexible  justice,  temperate,  yet  undinching,  conduct  of  discipline  made 
him  respected  and  loA^ed  by  his  subordinates.  He  Avas  upright  as  a 
man,  pure  as  a  patriot,  and  pre-eminently  free  from  the  dnesse  of  the 
politician.  His  last  breath  was  warm  with  commendations  of  his  com¬ 
rades  in  arms  and  devotion  to  his  country’s  cause.  Young  in  years,  he 
died  too  early  for  his  country,  leaving  a  brilliant  record  for  future  gen¬ 
erations,  ending  a  career  Avhich  gave  bright  promise  of  yet  greater  use- 
fulness  and  glory. 

After  the  charge  our  ranks  were  soon  formed  and  the  command 
moved  forward  resistlessly  to  Cedar  Creek.  Part  of  the  enemy’s  forces 
which  had  ded  by  the  fords  below  were  folloAved  by  detachments  of  the 
First  and  Keserve  Brigades,  which  captured  quite  a  number  of  pris¬ 
oners,  the  First  Brigade  adding  another  to  its  trophies  in  the  shape  of  a 
battle-dag.  The  Second  and  Eeserve  Brigades  moved  to  Cedar  Creek 
(the  Second  Brigade  in  advance),  charged  across  the  fords  and  bridge, 
pursuing  the  enemy  Avith  unparalleled  vigor  to  his  stronghold — Fisher’s 
Hill — “  leaving,  like  the  whirlwind,  nothing  but  theAAueck  in  their  track 
to  be  gathered  up.”  In  this  pursuit  the  Second  Brigade  lost  heavily. 
I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  report  of  General  Devin,  command¬ 
ing  Second  Brigade,  who  ably  conducted  this  movement.  Great  credit 
is  due  him  for  his  untiring  energy  and  determination  in  following  up 
the  victory,  toward  which  he  and  his  gallant  command  had  done  as  much 
during  the  entire  day  as  men  could  do.  The  Keserve  Brigade  was  also 

in  at  the  death,”  but,  in  compliance  with  orders,  halted  and  formed 
as  a  reserve,  while  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  pursued  the  enemy 
on  their  difierent  roads.  Night  alone  saA^ed  Early’s  demoralized  army 
from  total  annihilation.  As  it  was,  he  carried  off  with  him  but  live 
pieces  of  artillery  and  but  few  other  wheels. 

The  following  morning  (October  20)  the  division  moved  to  Fisher's 
Hill,  where  a  small  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  Avas  found.  This  dis¬ 
appeared  from  our  front  and  the  command  was  pushed  on  to  Wood- 
stock.  At  that  point  it  was  ascertained  from  citizens  and  prisoners 
that  the  enemy  was  some  distance  in  advance.  The  First  and  Second 
Brigades  were  halted  and  the  Reserve  Brigade  ordered  on  toward 
Edenburg,  beyond  which  point  it  went,  without,  however,  coming  up 
with  the  flying  enemy.  During  this  pursuit  a  number  of  wagons,  am¬ 
bulances,  caissons,  arms,  &c.,  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  Avere  found  on 
the  road  and  destroyed. 

During  the  battle  and  subsequent  pursuit  the  following  captures 
were  made  and  proxjerty  destroyed  by  the  division :  3  battle -flags,  22 
])ieces  ot  artillery,  8  caissons,  37  ambulances,  29  Avagons,  95  horses  and 
harness,  141  mules  and  harness,  389  prisoners  of  Avar,  including  fl  com¬ 
missioned  officers;  two  of  the  above  Avagons  Avere  loaded  with  muskets. 
Property  destroyed;  12  army  Avagons,  28  ambulances,  81  muskets,  2 
caissons. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  must  again  return  my  acknowledgments 
to  iny  staff  and  subordinate  commanders  for  their  untiring  energy  and 
zeal  in  the  performance  ol  their  duties  and  implicit  and  unquestioning 
obedience  to  orders;  they  are  commended  to  the  notice  of  sux)erior 
head(xuarters. 
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The  men  and  officers  of  the  comuuind  liave  endured  all  the  hardships 
of  the  arduous  campaign  without  the  comforts  afforded  by  a  regular 
system  of  transportatiou,  oftentimes  without  regular  issues  of  rations, 
uncomplainingly  and  cheerfully.  If  there  have  been  any  instances  of 
un soldierly  conduct  they  are  exceptions  to  the  rule.  The  command  as 
a  whole  is  gallant  and  well  disciplined,  confident  in  its  own  strength, 
and  justly  proud  of  its  prowess. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEKKITT, 

Brevet  Major- Gemral^  Commandimj  Division. 

MaJ.  William  Kussell,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  Hdqrs.  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  Division. 

ADDENDA. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

W asliington^  October  24^  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Merritt,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Comdg.  First  Cav.  Div.,  the.,  I8heridan'’s  army.,  Strasburg,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  schedule  of  property  and  prisoners  captured  by  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  (Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  C.  Devin),  First  Cavalry  Division  (Brevet 
Major-General  Merritt),  in  the  battle  near  Strasburg,  Va.,  October  19, 
1864,  which  schedule  was  delivered  by  Captain  White,  brigade  in¬ 
spector:  22  pieces  of  artillery,  8  caissons,  30  ambulances,  29  army 
wagons,  117  horses,  143  mules,  2  stand  of  colors,  1  guidon,  353  prisoners, 
and  a  lar  ge  number  of  small-arms. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  well  pleased  to  have  this  new  occasion  to 
present  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Department  and  of  the  country  to 
the  officers  and  men  who  have  achieved  such  glorious  victories. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  31,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General:  With  extreme  gratification  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  mentioning  the  schedule  of  captures 
made  by  the  First  Cavalry  Division  in  the  battle  of  Middletown  on  the 
19th  instant,  and  expressing  the  ^‘acknowledgment  of  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  and  of  the  country  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  achieved  such 
glorious  victories.”  The  division  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command 
is  justly  XRoiid  of  its  many  successes  and  the  ready  recognition  of  its 
services  by  the  War  Department. 

The  captures  made  by  this  division  in  the  battle  of  the  19th  instant 
and  subsequent  imrsuit  are  as  follows:  3  battle-flags  and  1  guidon,  22 
pieces  of  artillery,  8  caissons,  37  ambulances,  29  wagons,  95  horses  and 
harness,  141  mules  and  harness,  389  jirisoners  (including  6  commissioned 
officers). 

The  following  property  was  destroyed  on  the  same  occasion,  viz: 
12  army  wagons,  28  ambulances,  81  stand  of  arms,  2  caissons. 
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Tbe  property  captured  was  duly  turned  into  army  lieadquarters,  and 
the  provost-marshal  of  this  division  has  receipts  for  the  same  from  the 
provost-marshal  of  the  army.  It  has  all  been  forwarded,  except  that 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  army,  to  Washington  City. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  in  this  connection  that  during  the 
present  campaign  in  the  Valley  the  First  Cavalry  Division  has  cap¬ 
tured  14  battle-llags,  29  pieces  of  artillery,  18  caissons,  over  100  wagons 
and  ambulances,  nearly  2,000  prisoners  of  war,  including  122  commis¬ 
sioned  officers.  Since  the  1st  of  May  the  command  has  captur(‘d  3,004 
prisoners  of  warr 

The  above  data  furnishes  evidence  of  a  record  upon  which  both  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  of  this  command  have  a  right  to  felicitate  themselves. 

1  am,  very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commandinij  Division. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

November  4,  1864. 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry  Corps^  Mid.  Mil.  Div. : 

Major:  Since  writing  the  above  my  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
congratulatory  order  which  appears  in  the  newspapers  over  the  vsigna- 
ture  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Custer,  commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
in  which  he  claims  that  forty -five  of  the  forty-eight  guns  captured  in 
the  battle  of  Aliddletown  on  the  19th  ultimo  were  taken  by  the  Third 
Division.  I  had  before  heard  from  difierent  sources  that  such  claims 
were  made  by  officers  of  the  Third  Division,  but  took  no  notice  of  them, 
as  I  did  not  think  it  possible,  from  what  I  knew  of  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  on  the  south  side  of  Cedar  Creek,  that  such  unfounded  assertions 
as  were  current  could  receive  the  support  or  indorsement  of  General 
Custer.  But  since  this  official  recognition  of  over  weening  greed  of 
some  of  the  Third  Division  for  the  rightful  captures  of  my  command  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  my  officers  and  men  to  declare  the  statement 
alluded  to  above  as  without  foundation  in  truth.  Furthermore,  I  state 
positively  that  the  number  of  guns,  twenty-two,  with  caissons,  wagons, 
ambulances,  &c.,  turned  in  by  this  division  to  army  headquarters  by 
positive  orders  were  all  captured  by  this  division,  and  that  the  provost- 
marshal  of  the  division  has  receipts  for  the  same.  I  have  no  personal 
ambition  to  gratify  in  this  matter.  I  left  the  field  after  dark  about  the 
same  time  General  Custer  left.  I  did  so  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
cavalry  headquarters,  which  orders  were  to  send  but  one  brigade  over 
the  creek,  holding  the  Reserve  Brigade  on  the  north  bank.  This  order 
sent  to  the  Reserve  Brigade  did  not  reach  it  until  it  had  gone  well  on 
to  Strasburg,  and  it  therefore  assisted  by  its  presence  in  making  the 
capture  above  spoken  of.  It  also  brought  in  and  turned  over  prisoners 
taken  in  Strasburg.  If  there  was  no  positive  proof  of  the  truth  of  the 
above  statements,  there  is  ample  presumptive  evidence  in  the  fact  that 
this  division  lost  almost  as  many  in  killed  and  wounded  on  the  south 
side  of  Cedar  Creek  as  the  Third  Division  lost  during  the  entire  day. 
Forty-five  out  of  forty-eight  guns  are  scarcely  captured  usually  without 
loss,  while  the  remaining  three  are  productive  of  more  bloodshed  than 
that  experienced  by  an  entire  division  of  cavalry  in  a  pitch -battle.  I 
make  this  statement  injustice  to  the  living  as  well  as  to  the  dead  heroes 
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of  tlie  First  Cavalry  Division.  True,  as  some  friends  urge,  tlie  division 
has  enough  glory  for  any  one  eommand,  but  not  enough  not  to  feel  such 
wholesale  robbery  as  is  attempted  to  be  practiced  on  it  in  this  instance. 

1  would  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is  possible  General  Custer  did 
not  write  the  order  attributed  to  him  in  the  newspapers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding. 


No.  136. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer^  TJ.  S.  Army,  eommanding  First 
•  Brigade,  of  operations  Septe^nher  19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Middle  Military  Division, 

September  28,  1864. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  brigade  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  instant  near  Winchester: 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  my  com¬ 
mand  was  in  readiness  to  move  from  its  encampment  near  Summit  Point 
at  2  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th.  It  being  the  intention  to  reach 
the  Opequon,  some  five  miles  distant,  before  daylight,  the  march  was- 
begun  soon  after  2  a.  m.  and  conducted  by  the  most  direct  route  across 
the  countiT,  independent  of  roads.  My  brigade  moved  in  advance  of 
the  division  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  Opequon  before  daylight 
and  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  whose  pickets  were  posted  along  the 
opposite  bank.  Massing  my  command  in  rear  of  a  belt  of  woods  and 
opposite  a  ford,  situated  about  three  miles  from  the  point  at  which  the 
railroad  crosses  the  stream,  I  waited  the  arrival  of  the  division  com¬ 
mander  and  the  remainder  of  the  division.  At  daylight  I  received 
orders  to  move  to  a  ford  one  mile  and  a  half  up  the  stream  and  there 
attemiit  a  c»ossing.  This  movement  was  also  made  beyond  the  view 
of  the  enemy,  and  my  command  was  massed  opposite  the  point  desig¬ 
nated  in  rear  of  a  range  of  hills  overlooking  the  Opequon.  Owing  to 
a  reconnaissance  made  at  this  point  by  our  forces  a  few  days  previous 
the  enemy  were  found  on  the  alert,  thereby  destroying  all  hopes  of 
securing  possession  of  the  ford  by  surprise.  Two  regiments,  the  Twen¬ 
ty-fifth  New  York  and  Seventh  Michigan,  both  under  command  of  that 
reliable  soldier,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brewer,  of  the  Seventh  Michigan, 
were  selected  to  charge  across  the  ford  and  obtain  possession  of  the 
rifle-pits  of  the  enemy  upon  the  opposite  bank.  By  request  of  the 
senior  otficer  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Cavalry,  that  regiment  was 
placed  ill  advance  and  both  regiments  moved  under  cover  of  a  hill  as 
near  to  the  ford  as  iiossible  without  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  At  the  same  time  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Kidd 
commanding,  advanced,  dismounted,  to  the  crest  overlooking  the  ford 
and  engaged  the  enemy  upon  the  opposite  bank.  Everything  jirom- 
ised  success  and  the  order  was  given  for  the  column  commanded  by 
Colonel  Brewer  to  charge.  Accordingly  both  regiments  moved  rapidly 
toward  the  ford;  the  advance  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  reached 
the  water,  when  the  enemy,  from  a  well-covered  rifle-pit  opposite  the 
crossing,  opened  a  heavy  .fire  upon  our  advance  and  succeeded  in  re¬ 
pulsing  the  head  of  the  column,  whose  conduct  induced  the  entire  por. 
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tioii  of  tlie  coininaiicl  to  give  way  in  considerable  confusion.  No  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  this  repulse  could  be  attached  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brewer,  who  had  left  nothing  undone  calculated  to  insure  success.  Giv¬ 
ing  him  orders  to  reform  his  command  under  cover  of  the  ridge  or  hills 
before  mentioned,  and  directing  Colonel  Kidd  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  as  closely  as  possible,  while  such  disposition  of  a  detachment  of 
‘sharpshooters  was  made  as  to  quiet  that  portion  of  the  enemy  lodged  in 
the  rifle-pits  covering  the  ford,  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Stagg 
commanding,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  ordered  to  accomplish 
what  two  regiments  had  unsuccessfully  attempted.  No  time  was  lost, 
but  aided  by  the  experience  of  the  command  which  preceded  it,  the 
First  Micliigan  Cavalry  secured  a  good  position  near  the  ford,  from 
which  Colonel  Stagg,  detaching  two  squadrons  as  an  advance  guard, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  one  of  the  most  dashing  and  intrepid 
officers  of  the  service,  ordered  the  charge,  and  undercover  of  the  heavy 
fire  poured  in  by  the  Sixth  Michigan,  gained  a  footing  upon  the  oppo¬ 
site  bank,  capturing  the  rifle-pits  and  a  considerable  number  of  prison¬ 
ers.  The  enemy  retired  about  one  mile  from  the  ford  in  the  direction 
of  Winchester  and  took  position  behind  a  heavy  line  of  earth-works, 
protected  in  addition  by  a  formidable  cheval-de-frise.  My  entire  com¬ 
mand  was  moved  to  the  south  bank  of  the  stream  and  placed  in  position 
along  the  ridge  just  vacated  by  the  enemy.  About  this  time  a  battery 
of  horse  artillery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Taylor,  reported  to  me 
and  was  immediately  ordered  into  position  within  range  of  the  enemy’s 
works.  Prisoners  captured  at  the  ford  represented  themselves  as  be¬ 
longing  to  Breckinridge’s  corps,  and  stated  that  this  corps,  with  Breckin¬ 
ridge  in  command,  was  posted  behind  the  works  confronting  us.  Deem¬ 
ing  this  information  leliable,  as  the  results  of  the  day  proved  it  to  be, 
I  contented  myself  with  annoying  the  enemy  with  artillery  and  skir¬ 
mishers  until  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  having  effected  a  cross¬ 
ing  at  a  ford  lower  down,  established  connection  with  my  left.  Acting 
in  conjunction  with  a  portion  of  Colonel  Lowell’s  brigade,  an  advance  of 
the  First  and  Seventh  Michigan  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  was  ordered 
to  test  the  strength  and  numbers  of  the  enemy.  This  movement  called 
forth  from  the  enemy  a  heavy  fire  from  his  batteries.  It  failed,  however, 
to  inflict  serious  damage.  Lieutenant-Colonel  JMaxwell,  who  headed  the 
charging  column,  as  was  his  custom,  succeeded  in  piercing  the  enemy’s 
line  of  infantry  and  reaching  to  within  a  few  feet  of  their  artillery. 
Overwhelming  numbers  alone  forced  him  to  relinquish  the  intent  of  their 
capture,  and  he  retired  after  inflicting  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy. 
This  advance,  while  clearly  developing  the  strength  aiid  position  of 
the  enemy,  was  not  without  loss  on  our  part.  Among  those  whose  gal¬ 
lantry  on  this  occasion  was  conspicuous  was  Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  the 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  who,  Achile  among  the  foremost  in  the  charge, 
received  a  wound  which  (iarried  aAvay  his  arm  and  afterward  proved 
mortal.  He  was  a  young  officer  of  great  promise,  and  one  whose  loss 
was  severely  felt.  At  this  time  the  engagement  along  the  center  and  left 
of  our  line  Avas  being  contested  with  the  utmost  energy  upon  both  sides, 
as  could  be  determined  both  by  the  heavy  firing  of  artillery  and  of 
small-arms.  While  it  Avas  known  to  be  impossible  to  carry  the  position 
in  my  front  with  the  force  at  my  disposal,  it  was  deemed  important  to 
detain  as  large  a  portion  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  as  possible  and  thus 
prevent  a  re-enforcement  of  other  parts  of  their  line.  With  this  object 
in  vicAv,  as  great  a  display  of  our  forces  Avas  kept  up  as  circumstances 
Avould  alloAv.  At  the  same  time  skirmishing  Avas  continued  AAnth  little 
or  no  loss  on  either  side.  From  the  configuration  of  the  ground,  the 
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eiieiny  was  enabled  to  move  or  mass  troops  in  rear  of  his  position,  nnseen 
by  my  eommand.  Either  detecting  onr  intention  of  delaying  him,  or  re¬ 
ceiving  orders  to  this  effect,  he  abandoned  the  position  in  onr  front  and 
withdrew  toward  our  left.  In  the  absence  of  instructions  I  ordered  a 
general  advance,  intending,  if  not  opposed,  to  move  beyond  the  euemy^s 
left  flank  and  strike  him  in  reverse.  I  directed  my  advance  toward 
Stephensoifs  Depot  and  met  Avith  no  enemy*until  two  miles  of  that 
point,  Avhere  I  encountered  Lomax’s  division  of  cavalry,  which  at  that 
time  Avas  engaged  with  AA^erell’s  division,  advancing  on  my  right  on 
the  Martin sburg  pike.  Our  appearance  was  unexi)ected  and  produced 
such  confusion  upon  the  part  of  the  enemy,  that  though  charged  repeat¬ 
edly  by  inferior  numbers,  they  at  no  time  waited  for  us  to  approach 
Avithin  pistol  range,  but  broke  and  fled.  Soon  after  a  junction  Avas 
formed  with  General  Averell  on  my  right,  which  Avith  the  connection 
on  my  left  made  our  line  unbroken.  At  this  time  flve  brigades  of 
cavalry  were  moving  on  parallel  lines;  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  brigades 
moved  by  brigade  front,  regiments  being  in  xAarallel  columns  or  >squad- 
rons.  One  continuous  and  heavy  Are  of  skirmishers  covered  the 
advance,  using  only  the  carbine,  while  the  line  of  brigades  as  they 
advanced  across  the  open  country,  the  bands  playing  the  national  airs, 
presented  in  the  sunlight  one  moving  mass  of  glittering  sabers.  This, 
combined  with  the  various  and  bright-colored  banners  and  battle-flags, 
intermingled  here  and  there  with  the  plain  blue  uniforms  of  the  troops, 
furnished  one  of  the  most  inspiring  as  well  as  imposing  scenes  of  martial 
grandeur  ever  Avitnessed  upon  a  battle-field.  No  encouragement  AAais 
required  to  inspirit  either  man  or  horse.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
necessary  to  check  the  ardor  of  both  until  the  time  for  action  should 
arrive.  The  enemy  had  effected  a  junction  of  his  entire  cavalry  force, 
composed  of  the  divisions  of  Lomax  and  Eitzhugh  Lee;  they  were 
formed  across  the  Martinsburg  and  Winchester  pike,  about  three  miles 
from  the  latter  ifface.  Concealed  by  an  open  pine  forest  they  awaited 
our  approach.  No  obstacles  to  the  successful  maneuvering  of  large 
bodies  of  cavalry  were  encountered;  even  the  forests  AA^ere  so  open 
as  to  offer  little  or  no  hinderance  to  a  charging  column.  Upon  our 
left  and  in  plain  vieAv  could  be  seen  the  struggle  now  raging  between 
the  infantry  lines  of  each  army,  Avhile  at  various  points  columns  of 
light-colored  smoke  showed  that  the  artillery  of  neither  side  was  idle. 
At  that  moment  it  seemed  as  if  no  perceptible  advantage  could  be 
claimed  by  either,  but  that  the  fortunes  of  the  day  might  be  decided 
by  one  of  those  incidents  or  accidents  of  the  battle-field  which,  though 
insignificant  in  themselves,  often  go  far  toward  deciding  the  fate  of 
nations.  Such  must  have  been  the  impression  of  the  officers  and  men 
composing  the  five  brigades  advancing  to  the  attack.  The  enemy 
wisely  chose  not  to  receiA^e  our  attack  at  a  halt,  but  advanced  from  the 
Avood  and  charged  our  line  of  skirmishers.  The  cavalry  A^ere  then  so 
closely  connected  that  a  separate  account  of  the  operations  of  a  single 
brigade  or  regiment  is  almost  impossible.  Our  skirmishers  were  forced 
back  and  a  portion  of  my  brigade  was  pushed  back  to  their  sui^port. 
The  enemy  relied  wholly  upon  the  carbine  and  pistol;  my  men  pre¬ 
ferred  the  saber.  A  short  but  closely  contested  struggle  ensued, 
which  resulted  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Many  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  quite  a  number  on  both  sides  left  on  the  field.  Driving  the 
enemy  through  the  woods  in  his  rear  the  pursuit  was  taken  up  with 
vigor.  The  enemy  dividing  his  columns  from  necessity,  our  forces  did 
likewise.  The  division  of  General  AA^erell  moved  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  and  gave  its  attention  to  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  which  was 
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its  retreat  toward  tlie  eoniioaiidiiii^’  liei^lits  Avest  of  tlie  town. 
My  coiiuuand^  by  agreeiiient  with  (ieneral  Averell,  took  charge  of  all 
forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  pike  and  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  ground  to  its  left.  Other  portions  of  the  First  Division  made  a 
detour  still  further  to  my  left,  so  that  which  had  lately  been  one 
unbroken  line  was  now  formed  into  several  columns  of  pursuit,  each 
Avith  a  special  and  select  object  in  vieAA\  Within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  point  where  the  enemy  had  made  his  last  stand  he 
rallied  a  portion  of  his  forces.  His  line  Avas  formed  beyond  a  small 
ditch,  which  he, no  doubt  supposed  would  break  if  not  a\  holly  oppose 
an  attacking  column.  .  Undermost  circumstances  such  might  have  been 
the  case,  but  with  men  inspired  with  a  foretaste  of  victory  greater 
obstacles  must  be  interposed.  Without  designating  any  particular 
regiment  the  charge  was  sounded,  and  portions  of  all  the  regiments 
composing  my  brigade  joined  in  the  attack.  The  volleys  delivered  by 
the  enemy  were  not  sufficient  to  check  the  attacking  column,  and  again 
was  the  enemy  driven  before  us,  this  time  seeking  safety  in  rear  of  his 
line  of  infantry.  Here  he  reformed  for  his  last  attack  to  check  our 
advance.  The  batteries  of  the  enemy  Avere  now  enabled  to  reach  us, 
an  advantage  they  were  not  sIoav  to  imj)rove.  At  this  time  a  battery 
of  the  enemy,  with  apparently  but  little  support,  was  being  withdraAvn. 
My  command,  owing  to  the  repeated  charges,  had  become  badly  broken, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  avail  myself  of  the  services  of  a  single  organ¬ 
ized  regiment.  With  detachments  of  each  regiment  a  chai'ge  was  oi  - 
dered  upon  the  battery,  which  but  for  the  extreme  smallness  of  our 
numbers  would  have  proved  successful.  Lieutenant  Lonsbury,  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  with  great  daring,  advanced  with  a  handful  of  men 
to  Avithin  a  few  i^aces  of  the  battery,  and  was  only  preA^ented  from  cap¬ 
turing  it  by  ,an  infantry  support,  hitherto  concealed  and  outnumbering 
him.  Sergeant  Barber,  clerk  at  .headquarters,  distinguished  himself  in 
this  charge  as  my  color  bearer.  He  carried  the  colors  in  jidvance  of 
the  charging  column  and  was  conspicuous  throughout  the  engagement 
until  severely  wounded  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  It  being  necessary 
to  reform  my  regiments  before  a  farther  advance,  advantage  was  taken 
of  a  slight  ridge  of  ground  within  1,000  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  bat¬ 
tle.  Behind  this  ridge  and  protected  from  the  enemy’s  lire  I  formed  as 
many  of  my  men  as  could  be  hastily  collected.  The  guns  which  had 
been  annoying  us  on  our  right  were  now  charged  and  taken  by  the 
First  and  Fifth  Kegular  Cavalry.  This  gaA^e  us  irossession  of  a  portion 
of  the  main  line  of  the  enemy’s  fortifications.  At  the  same  time  our 
infantry  on  the  left  and  center  had,  after  our  success  on  the  right,  been 
enabled  to  drive  the  enemy  and  were  now  forcing  him  toward  the  toAvn. 
Still  determined  to  contest  our  farther  advance,  the  enemy  now  con¬ 
tracted  his  lines.  This  gaA^e  me  an  opportunity  to  move  my  brigade  to 
a  small  crest  Avitliin  500  yards  of  the  enemy’s  position.  This  movement 
was  entirely  unobserved  by  him,  his  attention  being  drawn  toward  the 
heavy  lines  of  our  infantry  now  advancing  in  open  view  far  to  our  left. 
At  this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  the  division  commander  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  my  entire  brigade.  Having  personally  examined 
the  situation  and  kuoAAing  that  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  lying 
doAAm  behind  their  works,  facts  of  Avhich  I  kncAV  the  division  commander 
was  ignorant,  I  respectfully  requested  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  select 
my  OAvn  time  for  making  the  charge.  My  reasons  for  this  course  were 
that  I  was  convinced  the  adA-ance  of  our  infantry  on  the  center  and  left 
would  compel  the  force  in  my  front  to  shift  its  position  to  the  rear  and 
the  most  faAmrable  moment  to  strike  it  AAmnld  be  after  this  movement 
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had  commenced,  not  while  they  were  awaiting  ns  in  rear  of  their  works. 
My  opinions  were  veritied.  Watching  the  enemy  until  his  force  had 
risen  from  behind  their  works  and  commenced  the  retrograde  move¬ 
ment,  I  gave  the  order  to  my  command  to  charge.  The  order  was 
obeyed  with  zeal  and  alacrity  upon  the  part  of  all.  The  First,  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  Michigan,  with  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New 
York,  advanced  in  one  line;  most  of  the  command  using  the  saber  alone. 
Officers  and  men  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  as  to  who  should  lead. 
Among  those  in  advance  my  personal  attention  was  attracted  to  Colonel 
Stagg,  commanding  First  Michigan,  Lieutenant-fblouel  Brewer,  com¬ 
manding  Seventh  Michigan,  also  Captain  Warner,  of  the  same  regi¬ 
ment;  to  Colonel  Kidd,  commanding  Sixth  Michigan,  and  to  Colonel 
Hastings,  commanding  Fifth  Michigan.  Each  of  these  officers  led 
their  regiments  with  most  commendable  valor.  The  enemy  upon  our 
approach  turned  and  delivered  a  rvell- directed  volley  of  musketry,  but 
before  a  second  discharge  could  be  given  my  command  was  in  their 
midst,  sabering  right  and  left,  cai)turing  prisoners  more  rapidly  than 
they  could  be  disposed  of.  Further  resistance  upon  the  part  of  those 
immediately  opposed  to  ns  was  suspended.  A  few  batteries  posted  on 
the  heights  near  the  town  continued  to  fire  into  our  midst,  fortunately 
killing  more  of  their  own  men  than  of  ours.  This  fire  was  silenced, 
however,  as  we  advanced  toward  them.  Nothing  now  remained  but  to 
collept  the  prisoners  and  other  trophies  of  the  victory.  No  further 
resistance  was  offered.  The  charge  just  made  had  decided  the  day,  and 
the  entire  body  of  the  enemy  not  killed  or  captured  was  in  full  retreat 
up  the  Valley.  Many  of  the  prisoners  cut  off  by  my  command  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  infantry,  whose  advance  soon  reached  the  ground. •  My 
command,  however,  which  entered  the  charge  about  500  strong,  includ¬ 
ing  but  36  officers,  captured  over  700  prisoners,  including  52  officers, 
also  7  battle-fiags,  2  caissons,  and  a  large  number  of  small-arms.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that,.considering  the  relative  numbers  engaged  and 
the  comparative  advantage  held  on  each  side,  the  charge  just  described, 
stands  nnequaled,  valued  according  to  its  daring  and  success,-  in  the 
history  of  this  war.  Night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit,  and  this  brigade 
bivouacked  on  the  left  of  the  Valley  pike,  three  miles  from  the  battle¬ 
field.  Our  loss  was  by  no  means  trifling.  A  numerical  list  of  casual¬ 
ties  has  been  already  forwarded.  Among  the  gallant  dead  who  fell  on 
that  day  is  Captain  North,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  whose 
bravery  has  rendered  him  conspicuous  on  scores  of  battle-fields. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  record  the  death  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Brewer,  of  the  Seventh  Michigan,  who  fell  at  the  moment  of 
victory,  while  leading  his  regiment  in  the  final  charge.  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  stating  that  he  fell  farthest  in  advance  of  those  who  on  that 
day  surrendered  their  lives  in  their  country’s  cause.  Possessed  of 
ability,  qualifying  him  for  much  higher  positions  than  those  he  filled, 
he  was  invariably  selected  to  command  ex])editions  involving  danger 
and  requiring  experience,  daring,  and  sagacity,  and  invariably  did  he 
perform  the  duty  assigned  him  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  commanding  officers.  Known  and  respected  by  all  his 
brother  officers,  his  memory  will  always  be  cherished  by  every  member 
of  this  command.  And  of  him  all  will  say  he  was  a  soldier  sans  peur 
et  sans  reproche. 

Instances  of  personal  daring  and  gallantry  during  the  engagement 
Vere  numerous  and  deserving  of  particular  mention,  but  it  is  impracti¬ 
cable  to  include  this  list  in  a  report  of  this  character.  A  few  have  been 
referred  to,  having  impressed  themselves  upon  my  personal  notice  at 
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the  time.  I  will  ouly  add  in  tliis  connection  tliat  both  officers  and  men 
did  their  duty,  and  not  a  single  case  of  misbehavior  occurred  throiigh- 
ont  the  entire  engagement.  The  assistance  derived  from  the  zealous 
and  persevering  efforts  of  the  members  of  my  staff  deserve  to  be 
recorded.  My  orders  were  transmitted  with  accuracy  and  celerity^  fre¬ 
quently  delivered  under  a  heavy  fire.  Of  the  numerous  cliarges  made 
by  my  command  there  were  none  that  were  not  participated  in  by  one 
or  more  of  my  staff.  They  were  particularly  energetic  in  rallying  and 
reforming  regiments  broken  or  repulsed  in  the  charge.  The  following- 
named  staff  officers  distinguished  themselves:  Maj.  George  A.  Drew, 
Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  L.  W. 
Barnhart,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Capt.  E.  F.  Decker,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp ;  Lieut. 
G.  S.  White,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp. 

Surgeon  Wooster,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  was  extremely  attentive 
to  the  wants  of  the  wounded,  and  discharged  his  duties  with  marked 
success. 

liespectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division  Cavalry. 


No.  137. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Kidd,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  of  operations  September  26-October  27. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

November  8,  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Brevet  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Merritt,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry,  from  September  26 
to  October  27,  inclusive,  during  which  time  1  was  in  command: 

On  the  morning  of  26th  of  September,  Brigadier-General  Custer  hav¬ 
ing  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  AverelPs  division,  I  was  directed 
by  him  to  assume  command  of  the  brigade,  which  I  did,  and  proceeded 
witli  the  division  to  Port  Republic,  having  the  advance  until  connec¬ 
tion  was  made  with  General  Devin’s  (Second)  Brigade.  Arriving  at 
Port  Republic  I  was  ordered  by  the  general  commanding  division  to  send 
two  regiments  across  the  Shenandoah  to  capture  small  parties  of  the 
enemy  who  tvere  in  sight.  The  Sixth  and  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry, 
coiiJinanded  by  Major  Deane  and  Major  Darling,  respectively,  were 
sent,  and  charged  the  enemy  until  they  encountered  a  largely  superior 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  which  was  massed  at  a  convenient  dis¬ 
tance  and  under  cover,  disclosing  only  enough  to  invite  an  attack. 
Having  made  such  dispositions  of  the  regiments  as  to  prevent  a  flank 
movement,  which  was  attempted,  I  held  the  line  the  entire  day  and 
incketed  it  during  the  night.  Martin’s  (Sixth  New  York)  battery  was  in 
position  and  aided  in  checking  the  enemy  after  our  charge  was  repulsed. 
The  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry  was  on  picket,  the  First  in  reserve. 

Se])tember  27,  ordered  to  Cross  Keys;  went  into  camp  near  that  place 
at  night.  Sixth  Michigan  on  picket.  28th,  drew  in  my  picket-line  and 
moved  to  Port  Republic;  remained  there  (with  Seventh  Michigan  Cav¬ 
alry  on  picket)  until  the  29th,  wlien  marched  in  rear  of  the  division,  the 
Sixth  Michigan  deployed  as  skirmishers,  with  orders  to  burn  all  barns, 
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&c. ;  tlio  Fifth  Mi(‘liig‘aii  Cavalry  (Major  Hastings),  niarchod  on  the  left, 
via  Piedmont,  to  Aloimt  ('rawford,  where  the  entire  brigade  went  into 
eainp,  having  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  property  and  driven  in  a 
.'arge  number  of  cattle  and  other  stock.  Seventh  Mi(thigan  Cavalry 
left  on  duty  at  Port  Kepublic.  30tli,  moved  camp;  the  Twenty-tiftli 
NTew  York  Cavalry  on  duty  at  Conrad^s  lYrry;  Seventh  Michigan  at 
Port  Kepublic;  two  squadrons  (First  and  Sixth  Michigan)  on  picket  in 
front  of  brigade. 

October  1,  remained  in  camp;  Fifth  Michigan  sent  to  Port  Kepublic,' 
and  while  there  made  two  reconnaissances  through  Brown’s  Gap.  2d, 
attacked  and  fell  back  in  conjunction  with  the  force  on  right  of  the 
brigade.  3d,  ordered  to  Cimss  Keys;  picket-line  extended  by  patrol 
to  Conrad’s  Ferry,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles;  three  regiments 
constantly  on  duty.  4th  and  5th,  ditto.  6th,  marched  to  Timberville, 
via  Harrisonburg,  from  whence,  on  the  7th,  to  Woodstock. 

The  8th,  marched,  the  P^ifth  Michigan  Cavalry  in  rear,  acting  as  rear 
guard,  to  Fisher’s  Hill;  slight  skirmishing  all  day  with  Major  Hastings’- 
rear  guard.  At  Fisher’s  Hill  received  orders  from  the  general  command¬ 
ing  division  to  drive  back  the  force  following,  if  possible.  The  Sixth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Major  Deane,  supported  by  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry  (Major  Darling),  drove  the  enemy  at  a  run 
as  far  as  Woodstock.  Here  they  were  re  enforced,  and  I  deemed  it 
lirudent  to  withdraw,  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry  (Major  Hastings)  hav¬ 
ing  the  rear.  About  one  mile  from  Tom’s  Brook  I  halted  (the  enemy 
not  having  made  his  appearance).  The  Seventh  was  sent  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  favor  of  General  Custer,  while  the  Fifth  Michigan 
picketed  the  road  toward  Woodstock.  The  enemy  was  soon  discovered 
charging  with  heavy  columns  on  either  side  and  on  the  pike,  supporting 
an  unusually  strong  skirmish  line.  I  directed  the  Sixth  Michigan  and 
Twenty-fifth  Kew  York  to  move  back  and  take  up  the  position  on  Tom’s 
Brook,  while  the  Fii;st  Alichigan  remained  to  sujDport  the  Fifth  Mich¬ 
igan,  Avhich  I  ordered  to  fall  back  slowly  to  the  same  point.  I  cannot 
speak  in  terms  of  too  great  praise  of  the  gallantry  of  Major  Hastings 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  who  three  times  repulsed  des¬ 
perate  charges  made  by  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy;  nor  of  the 
squadron  of  the  Phrst  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Capt.  Charles 
Shier.  According  to  the  testimony  of  citizens  and  negroes,  the  force- 
which  attacked  that  night  consisted  of  two  brigades  of  cavalry  with 
artillery.  Having  taken  the  position  at  Tom’s  Brook,  and  brought  up 
one  section  of  Martin’s  battery,  I  made  preparations  to  hold  that  posi¬ 
tion.  The  enemy  not  pressing  the  attack,  I  ordered  Major  Birge,  with 
one  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  to  advance  and  recon- 
noiter  their  i)osition.  He  found  the  enemy  posted  near  tlie  point  where 
their  charge  was  repulsed.  On  account  of  darkness,  and  order  to  recross 
Tom’s  Brook,  no  attack  was  made  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  this  brigade  having  the  advance,  I  was 
ordered  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Hank  of  the  force  confronting  the 
Third  Division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Custer.  The  attack 
was  made  and  vigorously  followed  up  by  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Mich¬ 
igan  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Kegiments,  the  Fifth  Michigan  sup¬ 
porting  the  battery,  the  First  Michigan  on  picket.  The  enemy  was 
driven  a  distance  of  two  miles.  An  attempt  made  by  several  orgnuized 
regiments  to  charge  my  line  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Cavalry  and  the  enemy  scattered  in  confusion.  Keceiving 
orders  to  halt  until  the  brigade  on  my  left,  Avhich  was  at  first  repulsed, 
had  come  up,  I  was  unable  to  press  the  pursuit  until  the  enemy  had 
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made  bis  escape  to  tbetwo  roads  between  which  my  line  rested.  From 
Woodstock,  hearing  heavy  firing  in  that  direction,  I  went  to  the  right, 
arriving  near  the Furnace’’ simultaneously  with  General  Custer’s 
skirmish  line.  The  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  I  was  informed,  did  good 
service  in  supporting  the  flank  of  the  Reserve  Brigade. 

October  10,  in  camp  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  11th,  fell  back  to  Cedar  Creek. 
12th,  13th,  and  14th,  in  camp.  15th,  moved  in  advance  of  division  to 
Front  Royal.  10th,  turned  to  cami).  17th  and  18th,  in  camp. 

October  19,  the  picket-line  of  the  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry  was 
driven  in;  the  entire  brigade  moved  out  to  the  support.  Found  the 
enemy  strongly- posted  with  artillery;  was  ordered  back  and  ultimately 
took  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  My  left  was  not  sup- 
l^orted  by  General  Powell’s  division.  That  the  First  Brigade  was  en¬ 
gaged  that  day  the  casualties  bear  Avitness.  One  stand  of  colors  and 
many  jjrisoners  were  captured.  Darkness  intervened  to  prevent  per¬ 
fect  success.  Kershaw’s  division,  which  confronted  us,  was  utterly 
broken  and  scattered.  The  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Capt.  A.  W.  Duggan,  the  Fifth  Michigan,  commanded  by  Maj.  S.  H. 
Hastings,  the  Sixth,  by  Maj.  C.  W.  Deane,  and  the  Seventh  by  iTajor 
Darling,  all  deserve  special  mention.  They  never  behaved  Avith  more 
consummate  gallantry.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Capt.  Charles 
Shier,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  who  Avas  mortally  wounded  Avhile  leading 
a  charge.  A  gallant  officer,  a  polished  scholar,  and  an  accomplished 
gentleman,  his  loss  is  keenly  felt  by  all  who  knew  him. 

October  20,  moved  Avith  division  to  Woodstock.  21st  to  24th,  except 
detail  for  picket  and  reconnaissances,  no  duty  assigned  to  the  brigade. 
25th,  I  received  orders  to  moA^e  through  Little  Fort  Valley  and  attempt 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  at  Milford.  After  having  lost  about  two 
hours  by  a  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  roads  I  found  the  passage 
through  the  mountains  so  obstructed  that,  in  my  own  opinion  and  that 
of  every  officer  whom  I  consulted,  it  was  impossible  to  acconi])lish 
anything  that  day.  This  fact  I  reported  to  the  general  commanding 
division  and  also  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  and  received  orders  to  return 
to  camp.  26th,  I  Aras  relieved  from  command  by  order  of  the  chief  of 
cavalry. 

In  closing  this  report  I  would  tender  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  this  command  who  gave  me  cordial  co-operation  and  support  in  what 
I  attempted  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IT.  KIDD, 

Colonely  Coal  ma  n  ding  Brigade. 

Cai)t.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  First  Cavalry  Division^  Alid.  MU.  Div. 


No.  138. 

Report  of  Col.  Peter  Stagg^  First  Miehigan  Cavalrii^  of  operations  Sep¬ 
tember  1-30. 

Hdqrs.  First  Michigan  Cavalry  Veteran  Vols., 

Oetoher  15,  1804. 

Sir:  In  compliance  Avith  circular  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  for  the  month  of 
September,  1864,  from  the  regimental  diary  of  the  acting  adjutant: 

September  1  found  us  in  camp  near  Berry ville,  Va.  September  2, 
marched  at  6  a.  m,  toward  Charlestown  and  halted  tAvo  miles  from  Rippon 
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Corners,  from  whence  we  were  ordered  out  on  picket.  The  picket-line 
was  drawn  in  at  9  p.  m.,  and  the  regiment  returned  Avith  the  brigade  tc 
Berryville,  Va.,  consuming  the  most  of  the  night  in  the  march.  Sep- 
tember  3,  marched  6  a.  m.  to  corners  west  of  White  Post,  and  finding  the 
enemy  flanking  to  our  left  and  rear,  returned  to  one  mile  north  of  White 
Post  and  encamped.  September  4,  marched  fi  a.  m.  in  the  direction  ot 
CharlestpAYii ;  met  the  enemy  at  Berryville,  Avhere  they  shelled  the 
advance  of  the  column,  killing  one  man  and  woundiug  two  others  of 
Company  F.  A  slight  skirmish  ensued,  but,  fiankiug  to  the  right,  the 
brigade  marched  within  our  infantry  lines,  which  were  posted  at  the 
cross-roads,  one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Berryville.  September  5,  made 
a  reconnaissance  to  the  right  and  front;  found  the  enemy’s  lines  on  the 
Opequon  Bun.  September  6,  lay  in  camp.  September  7,  moved  camp 
to  another  field  on  the  left.  September  8,  went  out  on  a  reconnaissance 
under  command  of  Maj.  Thomas  M.  Howrigan,  Avith  orders  to  burn  the 
mills  at  Locke’s  Ford,  but  finding  the  enemy  quite  strong,  returned  to 
camp  without  executing  the  order;  the  regiment  was  then  sent  out  on 
picket.  September  9,  remained  on  picket.  September  10,  relieved  from 
picket  and  returned  to  camp.  September  11  and  12,  lay  in  camp.  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  went  out  on  a  reconnaissance  with  brigade  to  the  Opequon 
Bun,  near  Locke’s  Ford.  September  14,  moved  camp  half  a  mile.  Sep¬ 
tember  15  to  17,  lay  in  camp.  September  18,  regiment  was  inspected 
by  Brigadier-General  Custer  and  complimented  upon  their  general 
appearance. 

September  19,  marched  2  a.  m.  with  the  brigade  to  Locke’s  Ford,  there 
found  and  attacked  the  enemy  at  7  a.  m.,  whom,  after  quite  a  skirmish, 
we  dislodged,  and  crossed  the  stream.  Found  the  enemy  had  fallen 
back  to  a  strong  position  about  a  mile  farther  back ;  part  of  the  regiment 
Avas  deployed  upon  the  skirmish  line,  which,  after  the  enemy’s  lines 
were  ascertained,  the  whole  of  the  First  and  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry 
charged,  and  after  a  very  severe  fire  was  repulsed.  About  one  hour 
later  the  brigade  advanced  and  found  the  enemy  falling  back  toward 
Winchester,  whom  we  pursued  rapidly,  driving  them  before  us  and 
capturing  some  prisoners.  About  three  miles  from  Winchester,  Va., 
the  enemy  formed  two  regiments  en  masse  and  charged  the  skirmish 
line  of  the  Begular  Brigade,  forcing  back  their  line.  This  regiment 
charged  upon  them,  scattering  and  pursuing  them  nearly  a  mile.  The 
brigade  then  coming  up  the  whole  pushed  forward  toward  Winchester, 
charging  the  rebel  cavalry  twice  more,  and  last  of  all  the  rebel  infantry, 
capturing  and  killing  very  many,  which  closed  the  day,  giving  a  com¬ 
plete  victory  to  the  Union  army.  During  the  day  the  regiment  Avas  in 
five  different  charges,  in  three  of  which  it  was  completely  successful, 
but  suffering  a  loss  of  one  officer  killed,  MaJ.  Melvin  Brewer,  command¬ 
ing  the  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  three  Avounded — Oapt.  Amasa 
E.  MattheAvs,  Company  I,  Lieut.  Albert  T.  Jackson,  commanding  Com¬ 
pany  F,  and  Lieut.  Henry  Beach,  acting  adjutant — and  6  enlisted  men 
killed  and  30  wounded.  The  brigade  then  pushed  on  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  division,  as  far  as  Kernstown,  Va. 

September  20,  marched  6  a.  m.,  via  Newtown  and  Middletown,  across 
Cedar  Bun,  to  heights  overlooking  Strasburg,  Va.,  from  thence  two  miles 
to  the  right  and  rear  on  Capon  Springs  road  and  encamped.  September 
21,  marched  7  a.  m.  to  Front  Boyal,  Va.  September  22,  marched  1.30  a. 
m.,  crossed  to  north  side  of  South  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah  and  moved 
up  the  stream  to  opposite  Allen’s  Cross-Boads ;  there  recrossed  the  river 
and  marched  to  Allen’s  Cross-Boads,  thence  to  Milford;  brigade  suj)- 
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portiug  the  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  which  had  an  engagement 
at  that  place  with  the  enemy ;  at  dark  retired  to  Alien’s  Cross-Koads  and 
encamped.  September  23,  marched  7  a.  in.,  via  Front  Eoyal,  to  Cedarville 
and  encamped.  Deceived  dispatches  from  General  Sheridan  of  the  battle 
of  Fisher’s  Hill  and  of  the  defeat  of  the  rebels,  and  marched  to  intercept 
their  retreat,  via  Front  Eoyal  to  Milford.  September  24,  marched  7  a.  m. 
to  Lnray,  meeting  Imboden’s  brigade  of  cavalry  at  Yager’s  Mills,  on 
Hawksbill  Creek,  which  the  brigade  engaged,  charged,  and  routed. 
This  regiment  in  the  van  captured  4G  prisoners,  30  horses,  and  killed 
and  wounded  a  number  of  their  men,  pursuing  them  on  the  charge 
nearly  three  miles.  From  thence  marched  to  Kew  Market  Gap  and  to 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  where  finding  our  own  pickets,  returned 
to  the  base  again  and  encamped.  In  this  engagement  two  enlisted 
men  were  wounded.  September  25,  marched  7.30  a.  m.  to  New  Market, 
and  from  thence  to  within  a  mile  of  Harrisonburg.  September  20, 
suffered  the  most  severe  loss  of  the  camiiaign.  General  Custer  being 
relieved  and  put  in  command  of  the  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps; 
Colonel  Kidd,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  assumed  command.  Marched 
5.30,  via  Harrisonburg,  to  Port  Eepublic ;  found  and  engaged  the  enemy, 
forcing  them  back  quice  a  distance;  regiment  supported  the  battery. 
September  27,  marched  2.15  p.  m.  to  Cross  Keys  and  awaited  en  masse 
until  sundown;  no  enemy  appearing,  fell  back  to  cross-roads  near  Mas- 
sanutten  Mountain  and  encamped.  September  28,  marched  at  5  a.  m. 
on  a  reconnaissance  toward  Port  Eepublic;  found  a  dismounted  line  of 
rebel  pickets,  supposed  to  be  infantry,  and,  after  a  slight  skirmish, 
returned  to  camp.  In  the  afternoon  marched  to  Port  Eepublic  and 
took  possession  of  the  town,  the  enemy  having  suddenly  evacuated. 
Seiitember  29,  marched  11  a.  m.  the  most  direct  route  to  Mount  Craw¬ 
ford,  driving  stock  and  burning  all  forage  by  the  way.  September  30, 
moved  camp  down  the  river  one  mile. 

During  the  month  the  regiment  marched,  exclusive  of  picket  duty 
and  detached  duty  of  squadrons,  251  miles. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

PETEE  STAGG, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Safford, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  139. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Kidd,  Sixth  AlieMgan  Cavalry,  of  operations 

August  3-()ctoher  19. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

December  17,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  resume  of 
operations  of  this  command  for  the  year  embraced  between  the  dates 
November  1,  1863,  and  November  1,  1804: 

******* 

On  the  3d  of  August  the  regiment  embarked  on  transports  at  City 
Point,  arriving  at  Washington  on  the  0th,  and  marched  tlience,  via 
Poolesville  and  Harper’s  Ferry,  to  llalltown,  reaching  the  latter  place 
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Oil  tlie  inoriiiiAc;  of  the  lOtli  iu  time  to  join  in  the  advance  of  the  new 
army  of  tlie  Middle  Military  Division,  under  its  new  commander.  On 
the  morning  of  the  11th  marched  at  daylight;  took  up  a  position  be¬ 
yond  the  Opequon  Creek  toward  Winchester.  A  section  of  Kansom’s 
battery  was  charged  upon  by  the  enemy.  Capt.  James  Mathers,  with 
one  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  happening  to  be  at  hand, 
rei^ulsed  the  charge  and  saved  the  battery,  at  tlie  sacrifice,  however, 
of  his  own  life.  He  was  instantly  killed  while  urging  his  men  forward. 
12th,  was  ordered  by  General  Custer  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s 
position  beyond  Cedar  Creek.  Found  him  in  strong  force  and  no 
attack  was  made  by  the  cavalry  on  the  position.  1 3th,  14th,  in  camp. 
15th,  moved  to  Cedarville.  On  the  IGth  the  First  Cavalry  Division 
was  attacked  in  their  camp  near  Front  Itoyal  by  Kershaw’s  division  of 
infantry  and  Fitz  Lee’s  division  of  cavalry.  In  the  bloody  repulse 
given  the  enemy  only  one  battalion  of  this  regiment  participated,  the 
other  being  several  miles  distant  at  the  time  guarding  a  ford.  The 
Second  Battalion,  commanded  by  Capt.  H.  H.  Vinton  (subsequently 
major  and  now  lieutenant-colonel),  constituting  the  skirmish  line  in 
front  of  the  brigade,  repulsed  the  first  attack  made  by  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  afterward  made  two  charges,  capturing  many  prisoners. 
The  time  from  the  Kith  to  the  25th  was  consumed  in  a  retrograde 
movement,  finally  bringing  up  at  Shepherdstown.  25'th,  fought  the 
battles  of  Kearneysville  and  Sliepherdstowu,  where  the  Michigan 
Brigade,  cut  off  from  all  support  and  surrounded  by  the  enemy’s  infan- 
'‘try  and  cavalry,  was  rescued  by  the  genius  of  its  cominauder  and  the 
intrepidity  of  its  men.  Of  the  men  of  this  regiment  who  came,  of 
course,  under  my  particular  notice,  not  a  man  left  the  ranks  or  betrayed 
a  (sign  of  weakness  or  fear  Avhen  the  enemy  Avere  assailing  us  iu  front 
and  on  both  flanks,  with  a  river  in  rear,  the  fords  of  Avhich  were  siij)- 
posed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  So  unflinchingly  did  they 
face  the  danger  that  the  enemy  dared  not  charge  our  line,  but  suffered 
us  sloAvly  to  retire  to  a  ford,  the  existence  of  Avhich  Avas  known  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Custer  alone.  That  officer  afterward  said  that  if  he  had  found  the 
enemy  at  the  ford  as  he  apprehended,  he  had  determined  to  break 
through  their  lines  in  the  direction  of  Shepherdstown.  From  this 
perilous  position  we  escaped  without  the  loss  of  a  man  captured,  and 
our  wounded  were  all  brought  off*. 

From  the  25th  of  August  to  the  18th  of  September  the  regiment  was 
engaged  in  the  fights  at  Leetown  and  Smitlifield;  made  three  recon¬ 
naissances,  encountering  the  enemy  each  time  and  being  under  fire; 
acted  once  as  escort  for  General  Sheridan,  and  had  one  chase  after 
Mosby’s  guerrillas,  Avounding  an  officer  of  his  command,  who  was  cap¬ 
tured,  and  was  Avith  General  Sheridan  during  all  the  marchings  and 
counter-marchings  which  characterized  the  earlier  part  of  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  campaign. 

On  the  19th  of  September  this  regiment,  at  Seivers’  Ford,  on  Opequon 
Creek,  was  dismounted  and  ordered  by  General  Custer  to  dislodge  the 
I  enemy  from  their  position  on  the  opposite  bank  and  open  the  way  for 
'  the  brigade  to  cross.  The  enemy  was  strongly  posted  behind  breast¬ 
works  of  rails  in  such  a  manner  as  to  completely  command  the  ford. 
For  an  eighth  of  a  mile  before  reaching  the  ford  the  country  was  open. 
Across  this  space  the  regiment  charged,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire. 
When  reaching  temporary  shelter,  a  halt  was  made  to  reform  the  line. 
When  the  advance  was  again  ordered  the  enemy  fell  back  precipitately, 
a  force  having  come  up  from  another  direction  to  threaten  his  flank. 
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Having  effected  a  crossing,  the  brigade  pushed  on  to  Winchester, 
reaching  which  point  we  soon  became  engaged  with  rebel  cavalry  and 
infantry.  Three  charges  were  made  by  the  regiment — in  the  first  we 
assisted  in  routing  the  rebel  cavalry;  in  the  second  we  were  repulsed 
by  rebel  infantry,  and  in  the  third  charge  made  by  that  portion  of  the 
brigade  which  had  rallied,  led  by  General  Custer  in  person,  this  regi¬ 
ment  alone  captured  more  prisoners  than  it  had  men  engaged.  Seven 
officers  had  their  horses  shot  under  them  on  the  field. 

From  19th  to  23d,  in  pursuit  of  Early’s  army.  24th,  overtook 
Wickham’s  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  in  the  Luray  Valley  and  charged 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade  line,  assisting  in  routing  the  enemy.  2Gth, 
crossed  the  Shenandoah  at  Port  Republic.  The  regiment  charged  on 
a  rebel  wagon  train  near  Brown’s  Gap,  but  finding  itself  confronted  by 
Early’s  whole  army,  very  judiciously  failed  to  capture  the  train. 

From  the  26th  of  September  to  the  26th  of  October  the  regiment  was 
commanded  by  Maj.  Charles  W.  Deane.  During  that  time  the  regiment 
made  several  reconnaissances,  acted  as  escort  for  General  Sheridan  three 
times,  and  fought  three  battles.  On  tlie  evening  of  the  8th  of  October  I 
was  ordered  by  General  Merritt  to  drive  the  force  which  had  been  har- 
rassing  our  rear  in  the  retrograde  movement  from  Harrisonburg  back 
to  Woodstock,  a  distance  of  six  miles.  Giving  the  Sixth  Michigan  the 
advance,  I  succeeded  in  doing  this.  The  enemy  were  driven  at  a  jumj) 
the  entire  distance.  They  made  several  attemi^ts  to  charge  the  regi¬ 
ment,  but  were  repulsed  each  time.  On  tlie  9th  I  was  ordered  to  open 
the  ball  by  attacking  the  flank  of  a  very  strong  cavalry  [force]  which 
confronted  General  Caster.  This  attack  was  made  with  great  impet¬ 
uosity  by  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Michigan,  but  as  this  report  has  only 
to  do  with  one  regiment,  I  will  omit  all  mention  of  the  very  gallant 
part  taken  in  this  fight  by  the  Seventh  Michigan,  and  the  splendid  gal¬ 
lantry  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  in  the  fight  of  the  8th.  The  Sixth  Michigan 
charged  and  scattered  a  mounted  and  dismounted  line  of  the  enemy; 
made  the  first  impression  that  was  made  upon  the  enemy’s  lines  in  the 
action  of  the  9th  of  October,  charging  and  routing  everything  that 
oi)posed  them,  until  they  found  themselves  two  miles  in  advance  of  the 
other  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  who  were  being  at  the  same 
time  driven  back  by  another  portion  of  the  same  force  engaging  us,  and 
until  ordered  by  the  division  commander  to  halt.  On  the  19th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  the  regiment  behaved  with  such  coolness  in  the  face  of  the  defeat 
which  threatened  our  arms  as  to  win  complimentary  notice  from  all  its 
commanders.  It  made  two  charges  upon  lines  of  infantry,  in  both 
of  which  it  succeeded  in  breaking  the  enemy’s  lines.  In  the  second 
charge  many  prisoners  and  a  battle-flag  were  the  trophies;  the  enemy 
was  utterly  routed. 

During  the  year  the  regiment  has  been  in  twenty-three  pitched  bat¬ 
tles,  besides  innumerable  skirmishes;  has  captured  more  prisoners  than 
it  has  ever  had  men  for  duty  ;  has  participated -in  the  dangers  and 
shared  all  the  honors  of  the  Michigan  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  KIDD, 
Colonelj  Co'tmnandingc 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Robertson, 

Adjutant- Genera  I  of  Michigan. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Charles  W.  Deane^  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  August  10-Octoher  5. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

In  the  Fieldj  October  5,  18G-L 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry  from  the  10th  of  August  to  the 
Xiresent  date : 

August  10,  1804,  marched  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
from  camp  near  Halltown,  via  Berryville,  to  the  Millwood  and  Win¬ 
chester  pike  and  encamiied.  August  11,  marched  at  daylight  toward 
Winchester;  when  near  Winchester  the  enemy  was  encountered;  the 
Sixth  was  formed  beiiind  the  batterj^  After  an  hour  or  two  fifty  men 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Custer,  and  reached  him  just  in  time  to 
save  a  section  of  Hansom’s  battery.  I  regret  to  add  that  Capt.  James 
Mathers,  of  Company  L,  was  killed  at  this  point.  Soon  after  noon  we 
recrossed  the  Opequon  and  went  up  to  the  intersection  of  the  Front 
Eoyal  and  White  Post  roads.  The  regiment  was  sent  on  picket  on  the 
Front  Eoyal  road  toward  Winchester.  August  12,  marched  at  6  a.  m. 
through  Newtown,  Middletown,  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  camped  about 
dark.  The  Sixth  was  ordered  to  cross  the  creek  and  ascertain  the 
rebel  position,  which  was  satisfactorily  found  out  before  we  had 
marched  far.  We  then  returned  and  went  into  camii.  August  13, 
crossed  Cedar  Creek  on  the  Back  road  in  forenoon,  and  soon  after 
recrossed  and  went  into  camp  again.  August  14  and  15,  remained  in 
camp  all  day.  August  16,  marched  to  Cedarville  on  Front  Eoyal  pike; 
150  men  of  the  regiment  were  sent  out  on  picket;  shortly  after  the 
line  was  attacked  by  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry;  the 
brigade  supiiorted  the  line,  and  after  a  short  action  the  rebels  were 
repulsed.  August  17,  brigade  fell  back  to  Berryville;  camped  three 
miles  from  town  toward  the  river,  the  Sixth  Michigan  acting  as  rear 
guard.  August  18,  moved  camp  to  Berryville.  August  19,  regiment 
was  ordered  out  to  assist  Colonel  Alger  about  dark.  August  20,  regi¬ 
ment  went  on  picket  on  Snicker’s  Ferry  road.  August  21,  was  called  in 
at  noon  and  fell  back  to  Charlestown.  August  22,  marched  to  Shep- 
herdstown  and  went  into  camp.  August  23,  regiment  on  picket  on 
Knoxville  [Kearneysville|  road.  August  24,  regiment  on  picket.  August 
25,  relieved  and  marched  with  brigade  to  Knoxville  [ Kearney sville], 
where  a  strong  force  was  encountered;  the  Sixth  was  dismounted, 
then  remounted  and  formed  for  a  charge,  but  Avas  not  sent  in ;  about 
noon  marched  back  and  took  position  three  miles  south  of  Shep- 
herdstown,  where  we  were  attacked  and  nearly  surrounded  about 
3  p.  m.,  and  had  to  cut  our  way  through  to  the  river,  which  was 
safely  accomplished  by  the  brigade;  encamped  near  Sharpsburg. 
August  26,  marched  to  Antietam  Ford  and  camped.  August  27, 
marched  back  to  Sharpsburg;  started  at  10  p.  m.  and  marched  all 
night  toward  Harper’s  Ferry,  reaching  there  at  daylight.  August  28, 
marched  to  Leetown  and  joined  the  rest  of  the  division,  then  to  Smith- 
field,  and  Sixth  went  on  picket  at  ford  below  the  town.  August  20,  regi¬ 
ment  crossed  the  ford  at  9  a.  m.  and  connected  with  the  First  Michigan ; 
after  going  a  mile  were  ordered  to  the  left  and  rear;  finally  recrossed 
the  river  and  took  u])  our  old  position,  but  were  soon  ordered  back,  and 
fell  back  near  CharKstown  and  camped  for  the  night.  August  30, 
marched  toward  Berryville,  and  crossed  about  two  miles  north  of  the 
town.  August  31,  stayed  in  camp  all  day. 


Chap.  LV.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


467 


September  1,  regiment  relieved  the  Fifth  Michigan  on  picket  on 
Limestone  Eidge.  September  2,  moved  back  toward  Cliarlestown  and 
camped  at  darkj  started  for  Berry ville,  reaching  there  about  1  a.  m.; 
halted  until  daylight.  September  3,  marched  to  White  Post  and  out 
to  the  Front  Eoyal  pike,  where  the  brigiide  halted  and  the  Sixth  was 
ordered  to  Newtown  on  a  reconnaissance;  went  to  within  two  miles  and 
a  half  of  Newtown,  where  a  large  force  of  rebels  were  discovered ; 
returned,  moved  back  one  mile  beyond  White  Post  and  encamped. 
September  4,  marched  back  toward  Berry ville.  Sixth  in  advance; 
when  near  Berry  ville  encountered  Mosby  and  chased  him  about  three 
miles,  capturing  one  lieutenant;  moved  to  the  right  of  Berryville  and 
around  to  the  Summit  Point  pike,  and  camped  near  Clifton;  Sixth 
went  on  picket.  September  5,  on  ticket.  September  6,  relieved  by 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  September  7,  remained  in  camp.  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  went  on  reconnaissance  to  fords  on  Opequon.  September  1), 
remained  in  camp.  September  10,  remained  in  camp;  100  men  sent  to 
report  at  dark  to  escort  train.  September  11,  remained  in  cjimp. 
September  12,  regiment  escorted  General  Sheridan  to  Swan’s  Ford. 
September  13,  brigade  moved  down  to  Locke’s  Ford  and  made  demon¬ 
strations;  Sixth  on  picket.  September  14,  remained  on  picket.  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  relieved  by  Seventh  Michigan  and  returned  to  camp. 
September  16  and  17,  remained  in  camp.  September  18,  regiment 
made  demonstrations  at  Swan’s  Ford  in  forenoon ;  returned  to  camp. 
September  19,  started  at  2  a.  m.,  went  to  Swan’s  Ford,  and  then  to 
Locke’s  Ford,  where  the  Sixth  was  dismounted,  and  advanced  to  drive 
the  rebels  from  the  ford;  after  some  firing  this  was  accomplished,  and 
brigade  crossed  over;  followed  the  rebels  to  near  Winchester,  when 
the  whole  division  charged  them;  after  reforming  twice  the  brigade 
charged  the  third  time  and  brought  out  over  500  prisoners.  The 
Sixth  was  in  all  of  those  charges  and  took  their  share  of  the  prisoners. 
Afterward  we  marched  through  Winchester  and  camped  three  miles 
beyond.  September  20,  marched  to  Strasburg;  went  into  camp  on  Eock 
Valley  road.  September  21,  marched  to  Front  Eoyal.  September  22, 
started  at  1  a.  m.  and  marched  to  Milford.  September  23,  marched 
back  to  Front  Eoyal;  started  at  dark;  marched  back  to  Milford; 
halted  till  daylight.  September  24,  marched  toward  Luray ;  met  Wick¬ 
ham’s  rebel  cavalry  about  three  miles  this  side;  whipped  them  in  thirty 
minutes,  and  went  on  a  piece  and  halted.  I  would  remark  that  Maj. 
jVI.  D.  Birge  and  Lieutenant  Brobasco  displayed  great  gallantry  on  the 
skirmish  line  during  this  skirmish.  Marched  to  Luray  Gap  and 
camped.  September  25,  crossed  the  mountain  to  New  Market;  marched 
to  Harrisonburg  and  encamped.  September  26,  Colonel  Kidd  as¬ 
sumed  command  of  brigade,  and  I  took  command  of  the  regiment. 
Marched  to  Port  Eepublic;  sliortly  after  arriving  there  I  was  or¬ 
dered  to  cross  the  river  and  try  and  capture  the  enemy’s  wagon  train. 
1  charged  down  the  road  about  two  miles,  when  I  found  a  strong  line 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  and  a  section  of  artillery  in  front,  and  halted; 
shortly  alter  was  ordered  back  and  threw  out  a  skirmish  line  near  the 
ford;  at  dark  recrossed  the  river  and  encamped.  September  27,  regi¬ 
ment  ordped  to  Cross  Keys;  went  there  and  was  joined  by  brigade 
shortly  after;  at  dark  moved  back  about  two  miles,  and  Sixth  went 
on  i)icket.  September  28,  joined  brigade  at  Port  Eepublic  at  dark. 
September  29,  marched  toward  Piedmont;  sent  out  one  battalion  to 
destroy  mills,  barns,  &c.,  and  bring  in  cattle;  crossed  the  Middle 
Elver  and  ordered  to  hold  position  until  dark  and  join  brigade  at 
Mount  Crawford,  which  I  did,  September  30,  marched  to  Eollins’ 
Mills  and,  camped,  one  battalion  acting  as  cattle  guard, 
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October  1,  staid  in  cami^;  one  battalion  went  to  Harrisonburg  with 
cattle  toalay.  October  2,  regiment  placed  on  skirmish  line  about  noon 
and  kept  on  till  dark;  then  went  on  picket  between  Cross  Keys  and 
Hollins’  Mills.  October  3,  still  on  picket.  October  4,  relieved  by 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry  and  joined  brigade  at  Cross  Keys.  October 
5,  remained  in  camp. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAHLES  W.  DEANE, 

MajoVj  Cominanding  Begiment. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Safford, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjnta^it- General. 


No.  141. 

Report  of  Maj.  Melvin  Breieer^  First  Michigan  Cavalry.,  commanding 
First  and  Seventh  Alichigan  Cavalry,  of  operations  August  23. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry, 

August  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  according  to  orders  I  proceeded, 
in  command  of  the  First  and  Seventh  Micliigan  Kegiments,  out  on  the 
Smithfield  or-W inchester  ])ike.  Found  a  few  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  two 
miles  and  a  half  this  side  Kearneysville;  drove  them  with  some  skirmish¬ 
ing  to  the  other  side  of  Kearneysville,  occupied  that  station  for  twenty 
minutes  and  returned,  leaving  the  enemy  with  a  few  dismounted  skirmish¬ 
ers  in  our  front.  They  belong  to  Johnson’s  command,  and  according  to 
statements  of  citizens  Johnson’s  and  Gilmor’s  cavalry  lay  between  Kear¬ 
neysville  and  Leetown,  J  ackson’s  command  having  been  relieved  by  them 
last  evening.  Gilmor,  with  his  men,  variously  stated  to  be  from  100  to 
300,  was  at  Kearneysville  last  evening.  I  found  no  damage  done  the 
railroad,  and  the  telegraph  uninjured.  1  could  learn  nothing  in  regard 
to  Early’s  force. 

Very  resnecf fully, 

M.  BEEWEE, 
Major,  Commanding. 

Captain  Barnhart, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  142. 

Report  of  Maj.  Daniel  11.  Darling,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  November  7. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry, 

November  7,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  made  a  reconnaissance  to  Eden- 
burg,  with  the  Seventh  Eegiment  and  100  men  of  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  We  passed  unmolested  up  the  pike  till  we  struck  the  enemy’s 
picket  line  beyond  the  (*reek  that  crosses  the  pike  this  side  of  Edenbnrg. 
Their  outer  vedettes  were  driven  in  upon  tlieir  main  line,  together  with 
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some  dismounted  men.  A  few  shots  were  fired  and  we  withdrew,  having 
found  their  line  quite  strong,  and  posted,  as  nearly  as  we  could  learn 
from  citizens,  about  where  it  has  been  for  the  last  ten  days.  Citizens 
also  report  the  enemy^s  infantry  at  New  Market  and  Forestville.  Drums 
were  distinctly  heard  in  direction  of  Forestville.  I  send  you  a  man 
whom  I  picked  up  at  Woodstock;  he  is  a  stranger  there,  and  came  in 
yesterday  from  Staunton.  Thinking  he  might  give  some  valuable 
information  I  brought  him  along.  The  command  left  camp  at  8  a. 
m.,  being  detained  two  liours  by  the  detail  from  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  Arrived  in  camp  at  8  p.  m. 

All  of  which  is  very  resi)ectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient. servant, 

D.  IT.  DAELING, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Capt.  C.  n.  Safford, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjxitant- General. 


No.  14.3. 

Report  of  Col.  Louis  P.  Di  Cesnola^  Fourth  New  Yorh  Cavalry,  com- 
manding  i^ccond  Brigade,  of  operations  August  29. 

Camp  Near  Leetown,  Ya., 

August  29,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  to-day’s 
operations : 

My  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  Smithfield  at  about  2 
p.  m.  As  soon  as  I  had  massed  it  I  received  orders  to  dismount  two 
regiments  and  support,  or  rather  re-enforce,  the  Eeserve  Brigade,  which 
I  i^romptly  did.  I  placed  two  pieces  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and 
checked  the  enemy’s  advance  in  my  front  quite  efiectively.  Some  time 
afterward  I  was  directed  to  withdraw  on  account  of  the  First  Brigade 
having  fallen  back  on  the  right.  I  then  deployed  a  regiment  as 
mounted  skirmishers  in  order  to  protect  the  withdrawal  of  the  two  dis¬ 
mounted  regiments.  I  remained  in  the  rear  until  I  succeeded  in  with¬ 
drawing  all  my  dismounted  men,  but  before  I  reached  the  center  of  the 
town  I  found  the  enemy  had  already  occupied  the  right  of  the  town, 
and  I  was  compelled  to  order  the  dismounted  men  to  enter  the  field  in 
the  rear  of  it,  and  reach  their  horses,  which  were  brought  to  the  rear 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  withdrawal  of  the  other  two  brigades  had 
been  too  quick  to  give  me  the  indispensable  time  to  bring  out  the  bri¬ 
gade  in  a  proper  condition  to  make  an  effective  stand  at  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  town.  Besides,  the  pack  train  of  the  Eeserve  Brigade  got 
among  my  men,  many  of  whom  had  not  yet  reached  their  horses.  Know¬ 
ing  how  necessary  it  was  to  find  out  a  position  where  to  make  an  effect¬ 
ive  stand  and  to  hold  the  position  until  the  infantry  could  come  to  our 
'support,  I  rode  with  one  of  my  battery  officers  toward  the  rear  to 
select  a  commanding  position.  1  selected  the  spot  where,  afterward,  the 
infantry  relieved  us.  1  put  the  two  sections  in  position,  one  to  the 
right  and  the  other  to  the  left  of  the  road.  1  was  afterward  directed 
to  withdraw  the  section  on  the  right  of  the  road,  having  been  informed 
that  General  Custer  would  hold  that  side  of  the  road.  I  then  i)laced  in 
position  the  other  section  on  tlie  left  also,  and  having  dismounted  the 
two  regiments  I  had  with  me  (Ninth  New  York  and  Seventeenth  Penn- 
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sylvailia  Cavalry),  I  ordered  to  tdrow  up  barricades  and  prepare  tliem- 
selves  to  hold  that  position  at  all  hazards.  I  went  then  back  where 
the  other  two  regiments  were  fighting,  they  having  been  directed  by 
the  general  commanding  to  form  there,  and  directed  their  retreat,  hav¬ 
ing  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  on  the  left  of  my  two  regiments.  In 
the  second  advance  by  the  infantry  1  sent  the  Fourth  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry,  which  they  did,  and 
returned  at  about  10.30  m.  Had  1  been  informed  a  little  sooner  of 
the  falling  back  of  the  First  Brigade  I  would  have  withdrawn  sooner 
my  dismounted  men,  who  were  quite  a  mile  in  front  of  the  town  at  the 
moment  I  gave  the  order  of  recall,  and  I  would  not  have  required  more 
than  half  an  hour  before  I  could  evacuate  the  town.  I  would  have  also 
had  more  time  to  select  a  nearer  ])osition  to  hold  than  I  did. 

The  officers  and  men  fought  well,  which  the  casualties  in  horses  and 
men  both  will  show.  1  did  all  I  could  to  keep  up  the  good  name  which 
the  Second  Brigade  enjoys,  and  if  the  brigade  did  not  do  as  much  as 
the  commanding  general  had  a  right  to  expect  from  it  it  is  certainly  not 
the  want  of  good  will  but  the  lack  of  time  to  form  sooner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DI  CESNOLA, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  144. 

B.eporis  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  Sixth,  New  Yorlc  Cavalry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  operations  July  4-October  21.* 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brioade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Sexjtemher  1,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foiloAving  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  from  July  4,  1804,  to  September  1,  1804: 

July  4,  marched  to  and  encamped  at  junction  of  telegraph  and 
Light-House  Point  roads.  July  10,  marched  to  Jerusalem  yilank  road, 
on  the  left  of  the  army,  and  relieved  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  and 
Bryants  Provisional  Brigade,  then  picketing  that  flank.  July  19,  the 
pickets  of  the  brigade  were  attacked  and  driven  in  by  the  enemy’s 
infantry,  who  were  immediately  repulsed  and  tne  line  re-established. 
July  20,  were  relieved  by  Chapman’s  brigade,  of  Third  Cavalry  Divis¬ 
ion,  and  returned  to  camp  on  telegraph  road.  July  26,  marched  to 
Ax)i)omattox  River,  crossed  on  pontoons,  thence  to  James  River,  cross¬ 
ing  by  pontoons  to  Jones’  Neck,  from  which  point  the  brigade  marched 
to  Deep  Bottom,  arriving  on  the  morning  of  July  27.  The  same  day 
marched  to  New  Market  road,  where  the  brigade  encamped. 

July  28  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  support  the  Reserve  Brigade,  which 
had  been  heavily  attacked,  and  the  left  of  which  forced  back  by  Wilcox’s 
division  of  rebel  infantry.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Sixth  and  Ninth 
New  York  and  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  prepare  to  fight 
on  foot  (the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry  had  been  previously  sent  on  a 
reconnaissance  on  the  Charles  City  road).  While  this  order  was  in 
process  of  execution  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  appeared  on  the  crest 

*  See  foot-note  reference  to  Devin’s  report  of  operations  from  July  4  to  July  31, 
1864,  bottom  of  p.  2,  Part  I,  Vol.  XL. 
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overlooking  oitr  position  near  the  New  Market  road.  To  carry  the  enemy’s 
position  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  men  by  file  (on  the  run)  through 
two  passages  across  a  swamp  and  ditch,  and  form  on  the  bottom  under 
the  crest  and  the  enemy’s  fire.  This  was  quickly  effected;  I  formed 
the  squadrons  as  they  passed  through,  and  ordered  the  Ninth  New 
York  Cavalry  to  gain  the  woods  on  the  enemy’s  right  flank;  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  ordered  to  support  the  Ninth  New 
York,  and  as  soon  as  the  order  was  in  process  of  execution  I  ordered 
the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  to  charge  up  the  crest.  The  enemy,  con¬ 
fused  by  the  rapid  and  effective  fire  of  the  Ninth  New  York  on  their 
flank  and  the  Ten e wed  attack  of  the  Eeserve  Brigade  on  their  left, 
retired  precipitately  when  charged  in  front  by  the  Sixth  New  York, 
and  the  brigade,  closing  in  upon  them,  inflicted  severe  punishment, 
capturing  seventy-two  iwisoners  (besides  a  number  of  wounded),  two 
battle-flags,  and  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number  of  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  showing  a  disposition  to  reform  and  advance,  Mclntire’s 
section  of  Heaton’s  battery  (which  had  already  opened  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  bottom)  was  ordered  on  the  crest,  and  its  splendid  practice 
soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  woods,  where  he  was  massing.  The 
brigade  was  soon  after  relieved  by  Gibbon’s  division,  of  Second  Cori)s. 
The  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  were  ordered  to  take  uy)  a  part  of  the 
new  line  for  a  time,  but  were  retained  until  10  p.  m.,  and  did  not  retire 
until  they  found  the  infantry  had  retired  and  left  their  flanks  exposed. 
This  short  but  brilliant  engagement  reflected  great  credit  on  the  regi¬ 
ments  engaged,  and  established  the  fact  that  our  cavalry  can  dismount 
and  with  their  carbines  successfully  repulse  their  own  front  of  veteran 
infa7itry.  Colonel  Cesnola,  with  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  was 
for  a  time  cut  off  from  the  command,  but  succeeded  in  coming  in.  with 
the  loss  of  one  man  wounded  and  a  few  horses. 

July  29,  at  1  a.  m.  crossed  James  Kiv.er  to  Jones’  Neck;  at  daylight 
recrossed  to  Deep  Bottom  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  witlt  the 
division,  remaining  in  line  until  dark,  when  the  brigade  recrossed 
the  James  and  Appomattox  Elvers,  and  on  the  morning  of  July 
30  marched  to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  on  the  left  of  the  army.  On 
tl)e  same  night  marched  to  Lee’s  Mills,  relieving  a  brigade  of  Gregg’s 
division.  July  31  mar(*Jied  to  City  Point  and  encamped.  August 
3,  embarked  at  City  Point  for  Camp  Stoneman  at  Giesborough 
Point.  On  the  night  of  August  6  marched  through  Washington  and 
Georgetown  to  Tennallytown,  where  the  brigade  encamped.  August 
7,  marched  by  Eockville,  Darnestown,  and  Dawsonville,  to  Monocacy 
Church,  where  the  brigade  encamped.  August  8,  marched  by  Point 
of  Eocks,  Petersville,  and  Knoxville,  to  Pleasant  Valley,  where  the 
brigade  encamped.  August  9,  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  marched  to  Halltown,  where  the  brigade  encam])ed.  August  10, 
marched  by  Charlestown  and  Berryville  to  Chapel  Bridge  and  encamped 
one  mile  beyond.  Fight  at  the  old  toll-gate. 

August  11,  Colonel  Cesnola,  with  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  was 
ordered  to  recon noiter  toward  Newtown.  Colonel  C.  having  reported  the 
enemy  in  force  on  the  Front  Eoyal  turninke,  the  brigade  was  ordered  up 
in  su])i)ort,  the  Sixth  New  York  and  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  on  the 
left  and  the  Ninth  New  York  advancing  on  a  line  one  mile  to  the  right, 
but  intersecting  the  Front  Eoyal  pike.  Tlie  enemy  was  found  strongly 
posted  Ix'hind  stone  walls  at  the  point  where  the  road  from  Wliite  Post 
to  Newtown  crosses  the  Front  Ivoyal  pike.  The  Sixth  New  York  were 
ordered  to  chai  ge  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
aground,  fences,  &c.,  were  unable  to  make  any  impresj^ion  mounted,  and 
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were  obliged  to  retire.  I  now  ordered  one  section  of  Heaton’s  battery 
into  position  and  opened  upon  tlje  enemy’s  front.  At  the  same  time  I 
ordered  the  Sixth  New  York  and  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  to  dis¬ 
mount  and  charge  the  left  of  his  i^ositioh,  which  was  at  this  time  par¬ 
tially  uncovered.  The  galling  fire  on  his  flank  soon  dislodged  the 
enemy  from  his  cover,  and  he  i)recii)itvate]y  retired  to  a  position  one 
mile  in  rear,  whence  he  opened  upon  my  advance  with  a  battery  of 
3-inch  guns.  I  immediately  ordered  up  the  other  se(ition  of  Heaton’s 
battery,  and,  unlimbering  within  short  range,  soon  made  the  enemy 
vacate  his  new  position  and  retire  toward  NeAvtown.  The  force 
engaged  proved  to  be  Vaughn’s  (Tennessee)  brigade  of  mounted  in¬ 
fantry.  I  was  now  ordered  by  General  Merritt  to  halt  and  reform. 
At  4  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  march  in  rear  of  the  Keserve  Brigade  on 
the  road  toward  Newtown.  After  advancing  some  miles  the  Keserve 
Brigade  became  warmly  engaged,  and  being  ordered  to  support  I  sent 
in  successively  the  Sixth  New  York,  Seventeeath  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry.  Tlie  enemy  were  driven  a  mile  before 
dark,  when  the  brigade  was  retired  and  encamped. 

August  12,  the  brigade  marched  to  Newtown,  where  I  was  ordered 
to  march  in  the  direxdion  of  PaAvcett’s  Gap  and  scour  the  country  in 
that  vicinity.  I  marched  to  Cedar  Run  Church,  whence  the  Fourth 
New  York  Cavalry  were  sent  [to]  Fawcett’s  Gap,  and  the  Sixth  New 
York  Cavalry  were  ordered  to  i)ursue  a  train  of  the  enemy’s  Avagons,  then 
about  tAvo  miles  ahead  on  the  Strasburg  road.  The  Fourth  New  York 
reached  the  gap  without  trouble,  and  ascertained  that  no  trains  or 
organized  bodies  of  the  enemy  had  passed  in  that  direction.  A  few 
stragglers  were  captured.  The  Sixth  New  York  came  up  with  and 
engaged  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  for  two  miles,  but  were  unable  to  OA^er- 
tak^e  the  wagons  before  reaching  the  cover  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  at 
Strasburg.  At  3  p.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Merritt,  order¬ 
ing  me  to  join  the  division  at  MiddletoAvn,  Avhich  point  I  reached  at  dark 
and  encamped.  August  13,  the  brigade  crossed  Cedar  Creek  to  near 
Strasburg,  but  was  ordered  to  recross,  and  aa  cut  into  camp  Avest  of  the 
turnpike.  At  7  ]).  m.  the  brigade  Avas  ordered  to  march  in  the  direction 
of  Cedarville,  on  Front  Royal  and  Winchester  pike.  Encamped  that 
night  five  miles  from  Middletown,  and  picketed  to  Cedarville.  August 
14,  marched  to  Cedarville  and  encamped;  drove  the  enemy’s  pickets 
across  both  forks  of  Shenandoah,  and  ])icketed  within  sight  of  Front 
Royal. 

Fight  at  Front  Royal. — August  16,  General  Merritt  came  up  with  First 
and  Reserve  Brigades.  The  latter  wen  t  into  i)Osition  at  Stony  Point,  Cus¬ 
ter’s  brigade  remaining  in  support  at  Cedarville.  About  2  p.  m.  a  heavy 
force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  crossed  the  rwer  above  the  forks,  and,  driv¬ 
ing  in  the  squadron  of  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  on  picket,  obtained 
possession  of  the  high  crests  on  each  side  of  the  turnpike  at  the  point 
where  it  crosses  Crooked  Run.  At  the  same  time  Wickham’s  brigade  of 
rebel  cavalry  dashed  up  the  turnpike  and  charged  Hanley’s  squadron  of 
Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  (which  had  been  dismounted).  Captain  Han¬ 
ley,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  I  was 
enabled  to  get  up  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  Cesnola,  with 
Avhich  I  at  once  charged  the  enemy’s  column  in  flank,  routing  and  driA^- 
ing  him  back  across  the  run,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  a 
battle-flag.  I  now  ordered  the  other  three  squadrons  of  Ninth  New 
York  Cavalry  to  take  position  on  the  hills  to  the  right  and  threaten 
the  enemy’s  left.  The  Sixth  New  York  and  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  were  placed  in  support.  The  enemy,  haAung  throAvn  across  a 
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lieavy  force  of  iufaiiliy  at  tlie  ford  at  tlie  forks  of  tlie  two  rivers,  at 
tliis  time  suddenly  appeared  in  force  on  my  left  and  front.  The  Fourtli 
^few  York  and  two  squadrons  of  Sixth  were  sent  across  the  turn¬ 
pike,  and  at  once  charged  the  enemy  before  he  had  an  o])portunity  to 
form.  The  rebel  intantry  were  driven  into  the  river,  where  many  of 
them  were  taken  prisoners,  and  another  battle-hag  was  captured  by 
the  Sixth  Kew  York  Cavalry.  Two  squadrons  of  the  Sixth  New  York 
had  fortunately  been  left  in  reserve  in  a  hollow  upon  the  right  of  the 
pike.  Simultaneously  with  the  charge  of  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  New 
York  upon  the  enemy’s  infantry  his  cavalry,  led  by  General  Wickham 
in  person,  again  crossed  the  run  and  dashed  up  the  pike.  The  head  of 
his  column  was  at  once  charged  in  hank  by  the  two  squadrons  of  Sixth 
New  Y^ork,  and  again  he  was  routed  and  driven  across  the  run.  The 
enemy  had,  by  incredible  exertion,  succeeded  in  placing  his  guns  upon 
the  almost  perpendicular  crests  before  mentioned,  and  during  the  whole 
action  kept  an  incessant  rain  of  shot  and  shell  upon  our  line,  but  for¬ 
tunately  with  slight  effect.  The  elevation  was  too  great  to  allow  of 
our  guns  being  used  upon  them  effectually,  although  Peirce’s  battery 
was  advanced  to  the  front  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  crest  Avith 
shell.  General  Custer  had  in  the  meantime  engaged  the  enemy  upon 
my  extreme  left,  and  although  he  made  repeated  efforts  to  gain  a  foot¬ 
ing  upon  this  side  of  the  run,  he  was  in  every  instance  repulsed  until 
dark. 

August  17,  the  brigade  marched  to  Nineveh.  At  that  point  the 
Fourth  New  York  Cavalry  were  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  White  Post  to 
burn  all  hay  and  grain  stacks,  &c.  The  other  regiments  marched  to 
the  Berryville  turnpike  to  near  Chapel  Pun,  where  the  brigade  en¬ 
camped,  picketing  the  front  of  the  division.  August  19,  Colonel  Cesnola 
assumed  command  of  the  brigade,  Colonel  Devin  having  been  wounded 
in  the  action  at  Front  Royal.  August  20,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
retire  to  Berryville  and  encamp.  August  21,  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  cover  the  retirement  of  Lowell’s  brigade,  which  had  been  attacked 
by  the  enemy  on  the  Winchester  pike.  After  Colonel  Lowell  had  with- 
draAvn,  the  brigade  \Vas  ordered  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  division,  then 
retiring  to  Charlestown,  where  the  command  encamped.  August  22, 
marclied  to  iiear  Shepherd stoAvn  and  encamped,  pi(!keting  toward 
Charlestown.  August  25,  marched  to  Kearneysvilie,  where  the  brigade 
went  into  action  on  the  right  of  the  division,  then  about  to  engage  the 
enemy’s  infantry.  At  1  p.  m.,  after  suffering  seA^erely,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  retire  in  column  parallel  with  First  Brigade;  inarched 
to  near  Sbepherdstown,  Avhen  the  command  again  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  had  closed  up  and  had  succeeded  in  cutting  off  th^First  Brigade 
from  the  division.  Major  Durland,  Avith  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania, 
was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  and  open  communication  with  the 
First  Brigade.  The  major  charged  gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  back 
into  the  Avoods  and  to  a  certain  extent  relieving  the  First  Brigade, 
altliougli  he  did  not  succeed  in  ojiening  communication.  The  brigade 
Avas  then  ordered  to  retire  and  encamped  near  Bolivar  Heights. 
August  20,  advanced  pickets  to  near  CharlestoAvn.  August  28,  marclied 
to  LeetOAvn  and  engaged  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  driAung  them  through 
Smitlifield,  Avliere  the  brigade  encamped.  August  29,  the  brigade  AAumt 
into  action  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  diAusion,  then  engaged  Avith  the 
enemy’s  infantry.  After  a  sewere  fight  tlie  brigade  was  ordered  to 
retire  in  colunin  parallel  Avith  the  other  brigades,  and  encnmyied  on 
Washington’s  farm.  August  30,  the  brigade  niai  ched  to  BerryAulle  in 
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advance  of  the  division  and  encamped  near  the  town.  Colonel  Oesnola 
was  relieved  from  command  and  ordered  to  HarpeCs  Ferry  for  muster 
out. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received 
in  action  near  Front  Eoyal,  I  was  absent  from  the  brigade  from  August 
19  to  September  15,  and  am  consequently  unable  to  detail  from  personal 
observation  the  operations  of  the  brigade  during  that  time,  but  have 
been  obliged  to  rely  upon  such  data  as  are  now  accessible.  I  believe, 
however,  the  facts  as  stated  are  mainly  correct. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  quick,  sharp,  and  arduous  campaign 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  have  been  true  to  their  reputation 
and  that  of  the  gallant  old  First  Division.  The  regimental  com¬ 
manders — Cesnola,  Durland,  Nichols,  and  Beardsley — have  been  up  to 
the  mark  and  their  men  have  followed  with  the  confidence  that  arises 
from  an  implicit  trust  in  the  ability  of  their  gallant  leaders.  My  staff — 
Captains  Mahnken,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Captain  Wright,  acting 
assistant  inspector- general ;  Captain  White,  provost-marshal ;  Surgeon 
Clarke,  and  Lieutenant  Wheeler,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Gating  and  Parker,  acting  aides-de-camp — have  added  to  their 
already  well  earned  reputations  as  gallant  soldiers  and  efficient  staff. 

Detailed  lists  of  casualties  during  this  campaign,  and  of  prisoners 
and  property  capturqd,  have  already  been  forwarded  to  division  head¬ 
quarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 

Brevet  Brigadier- Oerter al^  Commanding. 

r^ai)t.  A.  E.  Dana, 

A.^sisfant  Adjutant- General^  First  Cavalry  Division. 


August  22,  1864. 

Col.  E.  D,  Townsend, 

Adjutant- General  IJ.  8.  Army: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  lionor,  in  accordance  witli  your  request,  to 
transmit  a  resume  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  15th  [16th] 
instant.  I  have  endeavorcM  to  be  as  brief  as  possible,  consistent  with 
furnishing  you  a  clear  idea  of  what  occurred. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  DEYIN, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General.,  Coynmanding  Brigade. 

About  3  p.  m.  on  Monday  [Tuesday],  August  15  [16],  the  pickets  of 
Devin’s  (Second)  brigade.  First  Cavalry  Division  (then  holding  the  fords 
of  the  Shenandoah)  were  driven  in  by  a  heavy  force  of  cavalry.  The 
brigade  was  at  once  advanced  in  support,  and  the  Fourth  New  York 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Cesnola,  was  ordered  to  charge  the  rebel  cavalry,  who 
were  endeavoring  to  surround  and  capture  our  dismounted  men.  The 
Fourth  charged  with  the  saber,  routing  and  driving  back  the  rebel 
column  and  capturing  the  battle-flag  of  the  Third  Virginia  Cavalry, 
with  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  enemy  now  threw  a  heavy  force  of 
infantry  across  the  river  on  the  left  of  the  position.  The  Fourtli  and 
])art  of  the  Sixth  New  York  were  ordered  to  charge  them  before  they 
could  succeed  in  forming.  This  was  successfully  accomplished,  the 
Sixth  New  York,  Major  Beardsley  commanding,  capturing  the  battle- 
flag  of  Cobb’s  Legion  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  General  Custer 
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at  tlie  same  time  charged  ou  the  extreme  left,  with  great  success, 
capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  While  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  were 
charging  the  rebel  infantry,  the  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-General 
Wickham,  again  advanced  to, turn  our  right.  As  soon  as  the  flank  of 
their  column  was  fully  exposed  two  squadrons  of  the  Sixth  Kew  York 
were  ordered  to  charge  and  again  broke  and  routed  them.  The  Ninth 
New  York  (with  the  exception  of  Hanley’s  squadron)  was  posted  on 
the  roads  to  the  right  and  was  not  heavily  engaged.  The  Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania  was  drawn  up  in  support  and  suffered  somewhat  from 
the  heavy  artillery  Are  of  the  enemy. 

The  brigade  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  8  officers  and  37 
enlisted  men.  Ten  officers  and  128  enlisted  men  were  captured  by  the 
brigade,  and  a  large  number  of  the  enemy’s  wounded  were  brought  in 
and  Cared  for. 

Captain  Mann,  of  Fourth  New  York,  was  killed,  and  Captain 
Schneider,  of  Fourth,  and  Captain  Heermance  and  Lieutenant  Weston, 
of  Sixth  New  York,  were  desperately  wounded  while  charging  at  the 
head  of  their  squadrons. 

Colonel  Devin,  commanding  the  brigade,  was  struck  in  the  foot  by 
a  minie-ball. 

Captain  Hanley,  of  Ninth  New  York,  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry,  and  had  three  horses  shot  under  him  during  the  action. 


Hdqks.  Second  Beigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  23^  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  from  September  1  to  October  21: 

September  2,  the  brigade  marched  from  Berryville  to  Kippon,  return¬ 
ing  the  same  night  to  Berryville.  September  3,  the  brigade  marched 
to  White  Post  and  encamped.  September  4,  marched  to  near  Snicker’s 
Ferry  and  encamped.  September  5,  marched  to  Summit  Point  and 
encamped.  September  6,  marched  to  near  Smithfleld  and  encamped. 
During  a  skirmish  near  the  Opequon,  Captain  Eeinhold,  Seventeenth 
Pennsylvania,  was  killed.  September  9,  the  First  New  York  Dragoons 
were  transferred  to  the  brigade  and  Colonel  Gibbs  assumed  command. 
The  brigade  remained  at  Smithfleld  holding  the  line  of  the  Opequon 
until  September  19,  at  which  time  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin 
returned  and  assumed  command. 

Battle  of  the  Opequon. — A  full  detail  of  the  operations  of  the  brigade 
during  this  battle  has  been  forwarded  to  you.* 

September  20,  tlie  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  on  the  Strasburg 
pike  to  the  crossing  of  Cedar  Creek.  Passed  through  Kernstown  and 
Newtown  without  opposition  j  came  up  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Mid¬ 
dletown;  drove  them  across  Cedar  Creek  and  through  Strasburg  to 
Fisher’s  Hill.  I  was  here  ordered  to  hold  the  town  until  relieved  by 
the  infantry  at  5  p.  m.  The  brigade  then  marched  to  the  right  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  September  21,  was  detached  from  the  divis¬ 
ion,  crossed  Cedar  Creek,  and  encamped  near  Middletown.  At  this 
point  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  was  detached  and  ordered  to  Win¬ 
chester  and  the  Fourth  New  York  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  leaving  me  less 
than  ()00  men.  September  22,  at  5.30  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from 
Major-General  Slieridan  to  advance  rapidly  with  my  brigade  and  join 
in  the  i)ursuit  of  tlie  enemy,  then  in  full  retreat  from  Fisher’s  Hill. 


*  See  report  dated  October  13,  p.  481. 
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After  passing  tlirougli  Strasbnrg  I  found  the  roads  blocked  np  ^Yith 
our  infantry  advancing.  With  great  difficulty  1  reached  the  head  of 
our  infantry  column,  twelve  miles  from  my  camp,  about  10  p.  m.,  and 
rei)orted  to  General  Sheridan.  One  section  of  my  battery  was  placed 
in  position  and  opened  upon  tlie  enemy’s  rear.  I  was  now  ordered  to 
advance  through  the  fields  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  on  aline  parallel 
with  the  head  of  tlie  infantry  column. 

September  23,  at  daylight,  having  reached  Woodstock,  I  was  ordered 
to  take  the  advance  and  pursue  the  enemy  through  Mount  Jackson.  I 
came  up  with  and  engaged  his  cavalry  at  a  creek  three  miles  south  of 
Edenburg,  and  drove  them  through  Hawkinsville  to  Mount  Jackson. 
Here  a  large  force  of  infantry  was  plainly  visible  bivouacked  around  the 
town.  1  ordered  Taylor’s  battery  into  position  on  the  crest  on  the  left 
of  the  pike  and  opened  upon  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time  advancing  the 
Ninth  New  York  as  skirmishers  with  the  Sixth  New  York  in  supi)ort. 
They  immediately  became  warmly  engaged.  General  Averell  now  came 
up  with  the  Second  Division  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  assumed  com¬ 
mand.  He  deployed  one  of  his  brigades  on  the  left  and  the  other  on  the 
right  of  ]ny  command.  1  lemained  in  position  in  the  center  until  dark, 
when,  having  expended  my  ammunition,  I  was  ordered  to  retire.  Sep- ' 
tember  24,  at  sunrise  our  infantry  came  uj^  and  I  was  ordered  to  advan(*e 
on  the  left  toward  Mount  Jackson.  On  arriving  at  that  place  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Sheridan  to  send  a  regiment  across  the  river  on 
our  left,  drive  in  the  enemy’s  cavalry  skirmish  line,  and  develop  the 
force  on  his  (the  enemy’s)  right.  The  order  was  promx)tly,  successfully 
executed  by  Colonel  Gibbs  with  the  First  New  York.  I  was  now 
ordered  to  cross  with  the  balance  of  my  command  and  iness  the  enemy’s 
right,  rinding  the  enemy  in  full  retreat,  I  swung  around  on  the  turn¬ 
pike,  deploying  on  both  sides  in  advance  of  our  infantry  skirmishers, 
and  pressed  forward  on  the  trot.  At  this  point  the  Ninth  New  York 
was  ordered  to  the  left  to  follow  some  trains  said  to  have  gone  in  that 
direction.  I  came  up  with  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  in  front  of  New 
Market.  Ordering  Taylor’s  battery  to  the  front  (and  on  a  ridge  to  the 
right  of  the  road)  I  opened  with  shell  and  spherical  case-shot,  at  the 
same  time  advancing  the  First  New  York  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy 
at  once  replied  with  a  battery  from  a  hill  on  my  right  front.  I  had 
pressed  up  to  within  500  yards,  when  the  enemy  retired  precipitately 
through  the  town.  I  charged  half  way  through  the  main  street,  and 
on  the  left,  but  a  hot  fire  from  the  inclosnres  and  gardens  forced  me 
back.  [  now  dismounted  two  squadrons  of  the  First  New  York,  cleared 
the  town,  charged  through  with  the  rest  of  my  command,  and  found 
another  line  formed  300  yards  beyond  and  retiring  in  excellent  order. 
1  again  advanced  my  skirmishers  and  battery,  and  again  the  enemy 
retired.  The  chase  continued  in  this  manner  to  a  point  seven  miles 
south  of  New  Market,  the  enemy  retiring  frchn  one  i:>osition  to  another, 
while  I  pressed  them  so  sharply  with  my  skirmishers  and  Taylor’s  bat¬ 
tery  (I  had  nothing  more)  that  I  Avas  frequently  within  500  yards,  and 
the  enemy  was  compelled  to  retire  in  line.  At  dark  I  was  relieved  by 
the  infantry  and  went  into  camp.  The  Ninth  New  York  joined  me 
during  the  night,  not  having  found  any  train.  Nothing  could  surpass 
the  gallantry  with  which  my  little  force  (less  than  400  men)  continued  to 
press  the  enemy’s  line,  though  at  times  two  miles  from  sux)port.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Taylor  handled  his  guns  most  efficiently. 

September  25,  I  Avas  ordered  to  advance  to  Harrisonburg.  This  I 
did  without  opposition,  and  ascertaining  that  a  large  part  of  the  enemy’s 
forces  had  i^assed  on  the  Keezletown  road  I  formed  on  that  front.  I  was 
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now  ordered  to  advance  t5  Keezletown,  wliicli  I  did,  and  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  on  the  road  to  Port  Pepublic.  A  number 
of  prisoners  were  captured  during  the  march.  I  encamped  for  the 
night  at  Peale’s  Cross-Poads.  September  20, 1  was  ordered  to  advance 
to  Port  Pei^ublic.  While  near  Cross  Iveys,  Brigadier- General  Merritt, 
commanding  First  Cavalry  Division,  came  uj)  with  the  First  and  De¬ 
serve  Brigades,  and  assumed  command.  Wlien  within  two  miles  of 
Port  Kepublic,  my  advance — Ninth  New  York — met  and  engaged  Mc.- 
Causland’s  cavalry  brigade.  We  soon  drove  them  to  the  river,  across, 
and  nearly  to  Brawids  Gap.  The  enemy  deployed  at  this  time  a  divis¬ 
ion  of  infantry  through  the  woods  on  our  front  and  right,  and  we  were 
suddenly  attacked  on  right  and  rear  and  comi^elled  to  retire  to  the 
open  country  near  the  river.  The  enemy  attemi)ted  to  press,  but  the 
accurate  range  and  splendid  execution  of  Taylor’s  battery  soon  drove 
them  into  the  woods.  We  remained  in  jiosition  until  dark  and  en¬ 
camped.  There  was  evidently  a  heavy  force  in  our  front.  September 
27,  about  noon,  Powell’s  division,  on  our  right,  were  suddenly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  enemy  in  force  and  were  driven  rai)idly  past  our  flank. 
I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  position  I  held  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  marched  toward  Keezletown.  I  retired,  with 
slight  molestation,  and  encamiDed  at  the  junction  of  the  road  to  Cross 
Keys.  September  28,  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  were  sent  to 
McGaugheystown,  and  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry  out  of  that  place. 
While  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  the  First  New  York,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Cating,  of  my  staff,  had  his  horse  killed  and  was  himself  wounded 
and  taken  x)risoner.  September  29,  the  brigade  swung  around  by 
Port  Pepublic,  Lewis’  Furnace,  Piedmont,  and  the  Yalley  pike,  to  Mount 
Crawford,  destroying  and  burning  82  barns  containing  hay  and  grain, 
72  stacks  of  hay  and  grain,  5  flouring  mills,  2  saw-mills,  1  iron  furnace, 
1  wagon  loaded  with  grain,  and  1  wagon-load  of  flour,  and  drove  in 
321  head  of  cattle  and  20  sheep.  September  30,  the  brigade  moved 
out  upon  the  road  to  Cross  Keys  and  encamped. 

October  2,  in  a  skirmish  at  the  bridge  on  the  turnpike.  Lieutenant 
Saunders,  of  the  Sixth  New  York,  was  mortally  wounded.  The  brigade 
retired  two  miles  to  Eai  ly’s  farm  and  encamped.  October  6,  the  bri¬ 
gade  marched  to  Harrisonburg,  thence  by  the  Middle  road  to  Timber- 
ville  and  encamped.  October  7,  the  brigade  marched  on  the  Middle 
road  by  Forestville,  striking  tlie  Valley  pike  near  Edenburg.  The 
enemy  threatening  our  rear,  the  command  was  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
At  dark  I  crossed  Stony  Creek  and  encamped  between  Edenburg  and 
Woodstock.  October  8,  marched  to  Tom’s  Brook.  The  Ninth  New 
York  Cavalry  were  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  pike  and  the  First  New 
York  Dragoons  to  the  left  for  the  i^urpose  of  destroying  grain,  &c. 
These  two  regiments  burnt  115  barns  Mled  with  hay  and  grain,  200 
stacks  of  hay  and  grain,  18  flouring  and  grist  mills,  18,000  bushels  of 
wheat,  1  woolen  mill,  2  saw-mills,  and  60  acres  of  stacked  corn.  The 
brigade  also  drove  in  290  head  of  cattle,  319  sheep,  and  75  hogs.  The 
railroad  depot  at  Woodstock,  containing  a  locomotive  engine  and  three 
cars,  were  also  burned.  About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  a])peared  in  foine  on 
our  left  and  rear,  and  such  part  of  the  brigade  as  was  available  was 
ordered  to  support  the  Deserve  Brigade  then  engaged.  At  dark  the 
brigade  encamped  near  the  turnpike.  October  9,  the  brigade  was  oi  - 
dered  to  form  in  center  of  the  division  on  the  crest  south  of  Tom’s 
Brook  and  attack  the  enemy.  A  special  leport  of  this  day’s  oper¬ 
ations  has  already  been  forwarded.*  October  10,  the  brigade  marched 
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to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  above  Tom^s  Brook  and  encamped.  Octo¬ 
ber  11,  the  brigade  marched  through  Strasburg,  across  Cedar  Creek,' 
and  encamped  near  Bowman^s  Ford.  October  13,  the  enemy  having  at¬ 
tacked  the  left  of  our  infantry  lines,  the  brigade  was  marched  to  the 
r’ight  of  the  turnpike  and  encamped  with  the  division. 

October  14, 1  was  ordered  to  cross  Cedar  Creek  in  front  of  our  right; 
endeavored  to  reach  Strasburg  from  that  direction  and  ascertain  to  what 
point  the  enemy  had  retired.  On  arriving  near  the  hill  overlooking  tlie 
town,  1  found  a  brigade  of  the  Eighth  Corps  which  had  advanced  by  the 
pike.  A  small  force  of  the  enemy  were  occupying  the  town  and  earth¬ 
works  on  this  side.  I  ordered  the  Sixth  New  York  to  charge,  supported 
by  the  First  New  York.  The  order  was  promptly  executed  and  the 
enemy  driven  through  the  town.  He  then  advanced  a  regiment  of  in¬ 
fantry  through  the  woods  on  my  right  and  also  a  regiment  of  infantry  up 
the  turnpike  from  Fisher’s  Hill.  As  I  had  no  artillery  with  me  and  had 
been  ordered  not  to  engage  the  infantry  of  the  enemy,  I  retired  wheii 
attacked  to  the  crest  from  which  I  had  first  advanced.  At  3  p.  ni.  the 
Ninth  New  York,  which  had  been  sent  toward  the  Back  road,  joined 
me,  and  I  again  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  town.  He  at 
once  deployed  two  lines  of  battle,  consisting  of  at  least  one  brigade 
each,  on  the  slope  and  in  the  works  on  Fisher’s  Hill  west  of  the  turn¬ 
pike.  Both  the  enemy’s  line  and  my  own  remained  in  this  position 
until  dark,  when  I  retired  in  i)ursuance  of  orders  to  retire  when  I  had 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  occupied  Fisher’s  Hill  in  force.  The  bri¬ 
gade  encamped  with  the  division  west  of  Middletown. 

October  15,  at  7  p.  m.,  the  brigade  marched  Avith  the  division  by 
Cedarville  to  Front  Eoyal,  crossing  both  forks  of  the  Shenandoah  and 
encamped  near  the  town.  At  8  a.  m.  October  16  1  was  ordered  to  re¬ 
cross  in  advance  of  the  division  and  mass  near  Cedarville.  At  12  m. 
the  brigade  returned  to  camp  near  Middletown. 

Battle  of  Cedar  Creel'. — At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the 
left  of  our  infantry  lines  was  attacked  by  the  enemy.  Immediately  on 
hearing  the  firing  I  ordered  the  command  to  saddle  ui).  I  was  s(K>n 
after  ordered  by  General  Merritt  to  deploy  my  command  toward  the 
turnpike  and  drive  up  the  infantry  stragglers.  ^  On  deploying  my  com¬ 
mand  as  skirmishers  toward  the  left  1  found  large  numbers  of  the 
infantry  retiring  by  regiments,  companies,  squads,  and  stragglers. 
With  some  difficulty  I  checked  the  rout  at  this  point  (between  the  turn¬ 
pike  and  the  cavalry  camp),  it  being  necessary  in  several  instances  to 
fire  on  the  crowds  re  tiring,  and  to  use  the  saber  frequently.  I  iioaa^ 
proceeded  to  the  turnijike  and  found  a  brigade  of  the  Second  Division, 
Avhich  had  just  come  in  from  the  left.  I  immediately  deployed  the  left 
of  my  line  in  connection  with  them.  At  this  time  the  enemy  adA^anced 
through  the  town,  and  commenced  to  drive  in  the  skirmishers  of  the 
brigade  mentioned.  A  battery  also  opened  upon  us  from  the  rear  of  the 
town.  As  I  was  fearful  that  the  enemy  AAmuld  turn  our  left  at  this  point, 
gain  possession  of  the  turnpike,  and  make  certain  the  disaster  that  Avas 
then  imminent  (viz,  the  loss  of  our  trains,  and  perhaps  the  rout  of  the 
army),  I  requested  the  olficer  in  command  of  this  brigade  to  dismount 
his  command  and  seize  and  hold  the  stone  walls  crossing  the  road  at 
this  point.  He  protested  that  his  men  had  great  objections  to  fighting 
dismounted,  and  declined  to  ac(tede  to  my  request.  Fortunately,  Gen¬ 
eral  Merritt  had  become  aware  of  the  state  of  affairs  and  ordered 
Colonel  Lowell  with  the  Beserve  Brigade  to  my  support.  That  gallant 
officer,  at  my  request,  at  once  dismounted  a  part  of  his  connnand  and 
seized  the  stone  Avails.  I  Avas  soon  after  enabled  to  withdraAv  my  com- 
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m3  lid  from  tlie  right  and  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Lowell’s  line  with  the 
Sixth  New  York  and  part  of  the  First  New  York,  and  the  position  was 
held  until  the  general  advance  at  3  p.  m.,  although  the  enemy  made 
several  determined  efforts  to  drive  us  from  it,  and  even  gained  our 
right  and  rear  by  the  retiring  of  our  infantry  lines.  Taylor’s  battery, 
had  been  placed  in  position  on  the  right,  but  on  ascertaining  the  sit¬ 
uation  on  the  turnpike  I  ordered  it  to  that  point  and  posted  it  immedi¬ 
ately  in  rear  of  the  stone  walls  referred  to.  The  enemy  immediately 
concentrated  upon  it  a  converging  lire  from  several  batteries,  disabling 
one  3-inch  rifled  gun  and  killing  several  men  and  a  number  of  horses. 

I  was  obliged  to  retire  the  battery  to  another  and  more  sheltered  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike.  In  both  positions,  however,  it  was 
well  served  and  most  efficiently.  At  3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
on  the  right  of  the  division  and  connecting  with  the  left  of  our  infantry 
lines,  my  right  on  the  turnpike.  On  reaching  the  town  (Middletown) 
it  became  necessary  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  gardens 
and  inclosures.  Twice  the  Sixth  and  First  New  York  charged  the 
town,  and  each  time  were  comijelled  to  retire  under  the  terrible  lire,  as 
it  was  impossible  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  to  reach  the  enemy’s 
infantry.  The  brigade  was  at  the  same  time  exposed  to  a  hot  fire 
on  its  right  flank  from  the  enemy’s  line  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
turnpike,  which  line  had  not  yet  been  dislodged  by  our  infantry.  On 
again  advancing  the  brigade  passed  to  the  left  of  the  town  and  ad¬ 
vanced  rapidly  toward  Cedar  Creek.  1  was  now  ordered  to  charge  down 
to  the  creek.  On  nearing  the  creek  I  ordered  the  leading  regiment  (Sixth 
New  York)  to  break  by  iflatoons  and  charge  the  bridge.  This  bridge 
was  about  150  feet  in  length,  some  30  feet  high,  and  so  narrow  that  but 
two  horses  could  pass  abreast.  The  enemy’s  infantry  were  in  line  across 
the  turnpike.  The  Sixth  gallantly  charged  across  the  bridge,  Lieutenant 
Blunt,  of  my  stafl’,  in  advance.  The  enemy  fired  one  volley,  and  as  the 
Sixth  dashed  at  them  they  broke  for  the  Avoods  on  the  left.  Adjutant 
Main,  of  the  Sixth  New  York,  was  killed  at  this  poinc,  Sergeant  Grim- 
shaw  shot  through  the  groin,  and  several  men  wounded.  1  had  sent 
Captain  White,  brigade  inspector,  to  bring  the  other  regiments  across 
the  ford  on  the  left,  and  had  myself  crossed  with  the  Sixth  New  York. 
On  the  enemy’s  breaking  I  went  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike  to  form  the 
other  regiments  as  they  came  up.  I  ordered  Colonel  Gibbs  to  form  two 
squadrons  of  his  regiment  and  to  look  out  for  our  right  flank,  and 
myself  proceeded  to  the  front.  Up  to  this  time  I  was  not  aware  that 
any  troops,  except  those  of  our  own  division,  had  crossed  Cedar  Creek. 
While  the  Sixth  were  charging  up  the  road  I  had  noticed  a  skirmish 
line  (of  certainly  not  over  thirty  men)  advancing  over  the  hill  from  the 
right,  which  I  at  first  supposed  to  be  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry,  and 
afterward  thought  must  have  been  a  part  of  my  own  men  who  had 
diverged  to  the  right.  I  afterward  learned  that  they  were  part  of 
General  Custer’s  force.  While  crossing  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  to 
ascertain  if  there  was  any  movement  on  that  flank  I  met  a  gun  going 
to  the  rear,  and  some  person,  either  a  commissioned  or  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officer,  called  out  to  me,  We  have  got  the  gun;  a  gun  and 
a  stand  of  colors  for  the  First  Vermont.”  I  asked  the  men  what  they 
were  doing  there,  and  they  answered  that  their  regiment  had  crossed 
upon  the  right.  I  proceeded  down  the  road  and  soon  met  a  non-com¬ 
missioned  officer  of  the  Sixth  New  York  with  a  gun.  1  at  once  ordered 
all  of  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  to  tlie  front,  except  one  s(iuadron  ; 

I  proceeded  toward  Strasburg  and  successively  met  men  of  the  Sixth 
New  York  and  First  New  York  Dragoons  with  guns,  caissons, 
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At  this  time  Colonel  Nichols,  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  l  eported  to  me 
that  he  had  met  General  Custer  on  the  hill  just  above  the  bridge,  and 
that  the  general  had  asked  him  to  go  into  the  Avoods  to  the  left  of  the 
pike  after  some  rebel  infantry  which  he  said  were  in  there.  Colonel 
Nichols  had  gone  in  there  and  captured  eight  prisoners  and  had  then 
follow[ed]  me.  Captain  White  at  this  time  sent  me  word  that  there 
were  a  number  of  guns  beyond  Strasburg,  many  of  them  overthrown 
beside  the  road,  and  that  the  enemy’s  trains  were  just  in  front.  1  at 
once  ordered  Colonel  Nichols  to  hold  a  small  reserve  and  go  to  the 
assistance  of  Colonel  Gibbs  and  remove  all  the  property  possible.  My 
headquarters  were  at  this  time  in  front  of  the  brick  house  at  this  end 
of  the  town  of  Strasburg.  My  horse  had  been  shot  in  the  oft‘  fore  leg 
while  charging  the  bridge,  and  by  this  time  had  gone  dead  lame.  I 
was  quite  anxious  with  regard  to  our  right  rear  flank,  AThich  was  open 
from  the  direction  of  the  grade  road  that  intersects  the  Middle  road, 
and  comes  out  on  the  hill  overlooking  Strasburg,  in  advance  of  which 
road  my  whole  organized  force  Avas  at  this  time.  I  remained  at  this 
point  until  between  10  and  11  p.  m.,  at  which  time  one  of  my  staff 
reported  that  the  Ninth  New  York  had  reached  the  stone  bridge  at  the 
foot  of  Fisher’s  Hill  and  had  cut  off  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  train, 
besides  capturing  all  the  guns  that  were  left  on  this  side  of  Fisher’s 
Hill,  and  that  we  had  now  on  the  Avay  back  all  the  property  Ave  could 
escort,  but  that  there  was  a  large  amount  that  would  have  to  be  left. 
I  had  already  sent  tAvo  of  my  staff  (Lieutenants  Chamberlin  and  Blunt) 
across  Cedar  Creek  in  charge  of  guns,  &c.  The  rest  of  my  staff*  (Cap¬ 
tains  Mahnken  and  White)  were  beyond  Strasburg  sending  property  to 
the  rear,  and  I  determined  to  go  back  to  General  Sheridan  and 
endeavor  to  have  a  force  sent  over  to  hold  the  toAAUi.  I  ordered  the 
squadron  in  reserve  to  be  deployed  as  a  rear  guard,  when  the  last  of 
the  column  should  be  ready  to  come  in,  and  myself  proceeded  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan  some  time  before  midnight.  The  captured  property — 22 
pieces  of  artillery,  8  caissons,  29  army  wagons,  30  ambulances,  117 
horses,  143  mules,  2  stand  of  colors,  a  large  number  of  small-arms, 
and  in  addition  352  prisoners — was  safely  brought  across  Cedar  Eun, 
parked  near  the  pike,  and  duly  turned  over  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
instant  to  Captain  Bean,  provost-marshal  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  detailing  the  operations  of  my  com¬ 
mand  while  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant,  as 
some  misunderstanding  appears  to  have  arisen  as  to  what  command 
charged  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  captured  his  guns,  trains,  &c.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  First 
Cavalry  Division  Avas  the  only  organized  force  that  approached  Avitbin 
one  mile  of  Strasburg  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant;  that  I  Avas  the 
only  brigade  commander,  and  was  in  any  event  the  senior  officer, 
present  after  General  Custer  had  retired  after  the  capture  of  the  gun 
on  the  hill  above  the  creek;  that  no  troops  except  those  of  my  own 
command  went  beyond  Strasburg;  that  none  other  (except  perhaps 
some  stragglers)  entered  the  town,  and  that  I  alone  had  made  any  dis¬ 
position  to  protect  the  captured  property.  A  gallant  officer  and  some 
valuable  men  of  the  Sixth  NeAv  York  were  killed  and  wounded  Avhile 
charging  the  enemy  betAA^een  the  bridge  and  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  an 
officer  of  the  Ninth  Noav  York  Avas  knocked  doAvn  and  his  horse  killed 
Avhile  cutting  off*  tlie  rear  of  tlie  enemy’s  train  at  the  stone  bridge  at 
the  foot  of  Kisher’s  Hill.  The  Ninth  Noaa^  York  alone  captured  three 
guns  between  the  old  mill  beyond  Strasburg  and  the  stone  bridge.  On 
the  hill  this  side  of  Strasburg  laeutcnaiit  Blunt,  of  my  staff*,  chased  a 
3-inch  rifled  gun  into  the  Avoods  and  brought  it  off  with  its  drivers. 
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My  officers  and  men  were  repeatedly  fired  into  after  passing  the  rail¬ 
road  and  one  man  of  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  killed.  As  I  was 
returning  I  met  a  field  officer,  a  major  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry; 
I  saw  also  another  officer,  a  staff  lieutenant.  These  were  the  only 
officers  I  saw  except  those  of  my  own  command.  I  respectfully  trust 
that  nothing  in  this  latter  explanatory  report  will  be  construed  as  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Third  Division,  who  charged  with 
my  men.  The  glory  acquired  was  sufficient  for  all,  and  they  are  heartily 
welcome  to  their  share. 

October  20,  at  daylight  the  Ninth  New  York,  with  part  of  tlie 
First  New  York  Dragoons,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Strasburg, 
and,  if  possible,  gain  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  ascertain  whether  the  enemy 
remained  in  that  vicinity.  Soon  after,  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  march  with  the  division  to  that  point.  Colonel  Gibbs,  on  reaching 
Fisher’s  Hill,  found  it  occupied  by  two  squadrons  of  the  enemy 
holding  the  approach  on  the  turnpike.  He  succeeded  in  ascending  the 
hill  on  the  left,  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  to  near  Tom’s  Brook. 
The  brigade  advanced  with  the  division  on  the  turnpike  to  Woodstock, 
where  the  command  was  massed  and  the  men  and  horses  were  fed,  after 
fasting  tor  thirty- six  hours,  during  which  they  were  almost  constantly 
fighting,  marching,  or  working.  At  4  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  return  to 
Tom’s  Brook  and  sweep  the  country  east  of  the  turnpike  as  far  as  the 
mountains.  The  Ninth  New  York  was  ordered  to  move  up  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river;  two  squadrons  of  the  First  New  York  were  deployed 
to  move  up  the  west  bank,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  I 
moved  to  the  right  of  the  ridge  east  of  the  turnpike.  We  succeeded  in 
picking  up  some  twenty-five  infantry  stragglers  from  the  rebel  army. 
The  brigade  encamped  north  of  Tom’s  Brook.  October  21,  I  was 
ordered  to  march  to  Strasburg;  thence  crossing  Cedar  Creek,  the 
brigade  moved  into  camp  with  the  division  on  the  left  of  the  army. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  these  operations  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
command  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry.  During  the  early  part 
of  the  engagement  at  Cedar  Creek,  when  all  seemed  lost,  I  did  not  see 
a  single  cavalry  straggler,  and  the  men  stood  up  nobly  under  a  most 
withering  fire.  When  obliged  to  retire  the  movement  was  effected  in 
perfect  order,  and  new  lines  formed  as  if  on  parade. 

I  respectfully  trust  that  it  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  bere  to 
mention  the  hearty  and  willing  co-operation  that  was  at  all  times  ex¬ 
tended  to  me  by  the  brave  and  lamented  Colonel  Lowell,  commanding 
the  Reserve  Brigade.  In  him  the  service  has  lost  an  estimable  gentle¬ 
man,  and  a  gallant  soldier  whose  future  was  bright  with  promise. 

List  of  casualties  and  returns  of  prisoners  and  property  captured 
have  already  been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully. 


TH08.  C.  DEVIN, 
Brevet  Bri gadi er-  General. 


Capt.  A.  E.  Dana,  AhhI.  Adjt.  Gen..  First  Cavalry  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  13,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  action  of  September  19, 1864,  near 
Winchester,  Va.: 

The  brigade  marched  from  Summit  Point  at  2  a.  m.,  in  rear  of  the 
division  and  train,  and  arrived  at  Seivers’  Ford,  on  the  Opequon,  soon 
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after  daybreak.  I  was  ordered  to  mass  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade. 
The  First  Brigade  was  soon  after  ordered  to  cross  on  the  right,  and  I 
was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  creek  and  cover  the  lieserve  Brigade, 
which  had  crossed  in  front  and  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  also, 
by  order  of  General  Merritt,  directed  one  section  of  Taylor’s  battery, 
supported  by  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  to  move  to  the  right  and 
take  position  on  the  hill  covering  the  ford  where  General  Custer  was 
endeavoring  to  force  a  crossing.  The  section  rendered  valuable  service 
at  that  point.  About  2  in  in.  I  was  ordered,  with  the  remaindcT  of  the 
brigade,  to  cross  on  the  left,  advance,  and,  if  possible,  gain  the  Win¬ 
chester  i)ike,  and  endeavor  to  effect  a  junction  with  Lowell  and  Custer. 
I  crossed  the  river  without  opposition,  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  half 
a  mile  from  the  river,  charged  with  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania,  and 
drove  them  for  a  mile,  until,  having  crossed  a  bridge  and  run,  I  was  sud¬ 
denly  attacked  on  my  right  flank  by  a  column  of  the  enemy’s  infantry, 
which  1  had  broken  through  as  they  retired  from  Custers  front.  My 
men  were  momcmtarily  thrown  in  confusion,  and  the  rebel  cavalry, 
seizing  the  opportunity,  rallied,  charged,  and  forced  us  back  to  the 
bridge.  I  immediately  formed  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  across  the 
road,  and,  after  a  sharp  tight,  succeeded  in  checking  them.  It  was  here 
the  gallant  Captain  Thor]),  of  the  First  New  York,  was  killed.  I  now 
ordered  up  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  with  that  regiment  and 
First  New  York  again  advanced.  My  skirmishers  eagerly  followed  up 
the  rebel  cavalry  as  they  rapidly  retired,  and  the  latter  faced  about 
and  again  charged  them,  driving  them  in  on  the  gallop.  I  at  once 
ordered  the  Ninth  New  York  to  charge  and  the  First  New  York  to  sup¬ 
port.  The  wild  cheers  and  gleaming  sabers  of  the  gallant  Ninth, 
as  they  dashed  at  the  “chivalry,”  so  dismayed  them  that,  barely 
meeting  the  shock,  they  whirled  and  broke  for  the  woods  on  their  left, 
leaving  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  a  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
Beforming,  I  again  advanced  in  line,  with  the  Ninth  New  York  in 
advance,  the  First  New  York  on  the  left  and  rear,  and  in  a  direction 
facing  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  were  firing  rapidly.  At  this  time 
a  line  of  infantry  emerged  from  the  woods  on  our  left  front.  They  were 
in  some  disorder,  and  I  was  at  first  mistaken  as  to  their  identity,  sup¬ 
posing  them  to  be  our  own  troops,  as  I  was  not  aware  we  had  gained 
the  enemy’s  rear.  General  Merritt  at  once  ordered'me  to  charge,  which 
1  did  by  changing  front  obliquely  to  the  left,  the  evolution  being  splen¬ 
didly  executed  by  both  regiments  at  a  gallop,  when,  like  a  w  hirlwind, 
they  dashed  on  the  unfortunate  infantry,  who  w^ere  vainly  endeavoring 
to  form.  It  wms  a  terrible  scene.  Eight  on,  over  and  through  the  rebel 
lines  dashed  the  w  ild  troopers,  slashing  right  and  left,  pistoling  those 
who  had  again  seized  their  guns  after  surrender,  and  taking  prisoners 
by  the  score.  The  rebel  batteries  redoubled  their  fire,  which  they  dis¬ 
tributed  impartially  alike  to  friend  and  foe.  The  brave  Colonel  Gibbs, 
of  the  First,  and  Nichols,  of  the  Nintli,  led  their  regiments  in  gallant 
style,  and  won  unfading  laurels  in  this,  one  of  the  grandest  charges 
ever  made  in  this  waxr.  The  charge  resulted  in  the  capture  of  3  battle- 
flags  and  over  300  prisoners,  and  the  total  rout  of  the  division  attacked. 
It  cost  the  lives  of  the  gallant  Major  Ayres,  of  the  Ninth  New  York, 
and  Captain  Wright,  brigade  inspector  on  my  staff,  soldiers  whom  the 
brigade  could  ill  spare.  Our  loss  otherwise  was  comparatively  slight, 
in  view  of  the  desperate  nature  of  the  charge  and  the  terrible  fire  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries.  The  First  and  Ninth  w^ere  halted  to  reform,  and 
the  Sixth  and  Fourth  New  York  were  ordered  to  charge  on  the  left  of 
Custer’s  brigade.  In  this  charge  the  Sixth  New  York, .numbering  less 
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than  100  men,  captured  2  battle-flags  and  over  100  prisoners.  The 
little  band  suflered  severely  in  this  charge.  I  v'as  now  ordered  to 
mass  the  brigade  near  Winchester,  and  at  dark  was  ordered  to  advance 
on  the  Strasburg  pike,  where  1  encamped  one  mile  beyond  the  town. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade,  as  usual,  sustained  their  old 
reputation,  and  where  all  behaved  so  gallantly  it  is  impossible  to  dis¬ 
criminate.  Tlie  officers  of  my  staff  behaved  gallantly,  in  every  instance 
charging  with  the  regiments  to  whom  they  conveyed  the  order. 

Lists  of  casiulties*  and  names  of  officers  individually  distinguished 
have  already  been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Caiff.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

October  15,  1864, 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  jiursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  9th 
of  October,  18G4 : 

The  brigade  marched  at  sunrise  to  near  'Pom’s  Eun,  at  which  point  I 
was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  First  Brigade.  I  was  soon  alter 
ordered  to  cross  the  run  and  form  on  the  opposite  crest,  connecting  on 
the  left  with  Eeserve  Brigade  and  on  the  right  with  First  Brigade. 
While  this  order  was  in  process  of  execution  the  Eeserve  Brigade  be¬ 
came  warmly  engaged  with  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  moving  up  the 
turnpike.  That  brigade  was  forced  back  to  my  left  and  rear  and  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  in  the  woods  on  my  left  and  front.  I  at  once 
dismounted  two  squadrons  of  First  New  York  Dragoons  and  soon  dis¬ 
lodged  them,  at  the  same  time  relieving  the  pressure  on  Colonel  Lowell’s 
front.  I  was  now  ordered  by  General  Merritt  to  advance  and  press  the 
enemy,  which  I  did  with  success,  my  skirmishers  advancing  at  the  trot. 
I  reached  Woodstock  with  but  slight  opposition,  and  taking  a  road  to 
the  right  drove  a  force  of  the  enemy  rapidly  through  the  woods  and 
across  the  run  and  ravine  beyond  the  town.  Ascertaining  that  the 
road  bore  too  much  to  the  right,  1  crossed  the  country  to  the  turnpike, 
on  which  I  met  General  Torbert,  who  ordered  me  to  take  the  advance 
on  a  trot  and  pursue  the  em*my  to  Edenburg.  On  arriving  at  that 
point  I  found  the  enemy  had  passed  through.  I  at  once  forded  Stony 
Creek  with  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  at  a  gallop  pursued  the 
enemy  up  the  turnpike.  When  near  Hawkinsburg  we  pressed  them  so 
closely  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  in  our  hands  one  of  the  two  guns 
yet  in  their  possession,  continuing  their  retreat  with  the  other.  On 
rising  the  crest  of  the  hill  a  jiarty  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  retiring 
on  the  road  to  the  right  while  none  could  be  seen  on  the  turnpike.  I 
naturally  concluded  that  the  remaining  gun  had  gone  in  that  direction, 
and  ordered  Colonel  Nichols  with  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  to  pursue 
on  that  road.  Ascertaining  from  a  prisoner  captured  that  the  gun  had 
gone  toward  Mount  Jackson,  I  ordered  Captain  Edwards  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  to  pursue  on  a  gallop.  The  Sixth 
charged  clear  through  Mount  Jackson,  but  the  gun  had  been  taken 
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hastily  across  the  river,  on  the  south  bank  of  which  a  strong  force  of 
the  enemy  were  endeavoring  to  form.  Many  of  the  horses  had  already 
broken  down  in  the  long  and  rapid  pursuit  (nearly  twenty  miles,  and 
eight  miles  on  the  gallop),  and  after  bolding  Mount  Jackson  for  an  hour 
the  command  was  ordered  to  retire.  The  rebel  surgeons  at  the  hospital 
at  Mount  Jackson  stated  that  the  force  we  were  pursuing  consisted  nf 
two  brigades  of  cavalry  under  General  Lomax,  and  that  they  passed 
through  at  a  rapid  gait  and  in  evident  terror.  The  First  New  York 
Dragoons  while  following  the  command  discovered  a  park  of  thirty  one 
wagons  loaded  with  ordnance  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  The  wagons 
and  contents  were  burned  by  our  troops. 

The  men  and  officers  behaved  splendidly,  as  usual. 

Lists  of  casualties  and  property  captured  and  destroyed  have  already 
been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  i espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 

Brevet  Bri(jadier- General^  Commandmg, 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  First  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  145. 

Report  of  Maj,  William  E.  Beardsley j  Sixth  Fete  York  Cavalry ,  of  oper- 
•  ations  August  13. 

Winchester,  Va.,  August  14^  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  in  this  place  with 
all  of  our  brigade  train  but  about  eight  or  ten  wagons.  We  were 
attacked  by  Mosby  at  daylight ‘yesterday  morning  in  Berryville  (en 
route  l‘(>r  Winchester),  and  a  disgraceful  panic  ensued,  resulting  in  the 
entire  destruction  of  the  Keserve  Brigade’s  train  and  a  portion  of 
ours,  with  battery  forges,  &c.,  the  running  offi  of  nearly  all  the  mules, 
the  capture  of  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  killing  of  five  men  of  ours, 
with  many  wounded;  among  the  latter  is  Captain  McKinney,  flesh 
wound  in  right  thigh;  he  is  here  and  doing  well.  After  emptying  my 
pistol  in  exchange  with  an  officer,  and  being  hard  pressed,  without  a 
single  man  as  support,  I  dashed  off  and  checked  the  guard  (100  days’ 
men),  but  failed  to  get  them  back  until  finding  Mason  and  one  man  of 
the  old  Sixth  with  a  carbine,  we  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  returned 
to  the  head  of  our  train,  where  a  party  was  applying  the  torch,  and  by  the 
use  of  the  one  carbine  succeeded  in  driving  oft*  the  enemy  and  secured 
the  paymaster’s  treasure  chest  and  trunk  of  pay-rolls,  which  we  carried 
on  our  horses  to  a  place  of  security,  when  I  succeeded  in  rallying  about 
twelve  muskets,  under  a  sergeant,  who  advanced  as  skirmishers,  when 
a  single  volley  saved  all  our  train  but  eight  wagons,  which  were  already 
burned.  Lieutenant  Allyn  had  charge  of  200  head  of  cattle;  all  miss¬ 
ing  from  the  rear  of  the  train.  I  serit  for  cavalry,  and  shortly  the  First 
Rhode  Island  arrived,  but  about  thirty  minutes  too  late,  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  disappeared  with  their  booty  in  the  direction  of  Snicker’s  Gap,  and 
they  did  not  pursue.  I  sent  to  this  place  for  ambulances  and  have  the 
wounded  here.  General  Kenly,  commanding  here,  sent  down  his  teams, 
and  our  brigade  train  is  now  here  without  teams,  except  nine  wagons, 
including  your  wagon  and  the  two  regimental  ones.  Now,  what  shall 
we  do  1?  No  guard  furnished  us,  neither  teams  with  which  to  proceed. 
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Major  Sawyer  is  here  and  anxious  to  pay.  His  money,  $112,000,  is 
also  safe.  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  with  fifty  good  men  of 
the  Sixth  New  York  I  could  have  repulsed  the  thieves.  Mr.  Evarts 
now  informs  me  that  for  Tack  of  teams  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  all 
the  forage  and  seven  wagons  and  three  battery  forges,  all  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  now  at  Berryville,  which,  for  lack  of  guards,  cannot  return  for 
them.  The  infantry  here  are  only  in  the  way.  We  shall  remain  here 
until  we  hear  from  you.  I  am  myself  still  quite  sick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BEARDSLEY, 

Major  Sixth  New  Yorh  Cavalry. 

Col.  Thomas  0.  Devin, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  146. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  E.  Farmer,  Sixth  Neic  Yorh  Cavalry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  19. 

Headquarters  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry, 

October  23,  1864. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Brevet  Brigadier- General 
Devin,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  lOtli 
instant,  in  accordance  with  insti  uctions  received  from  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Devin,  the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  was  formed  in  columns  of 
platoons  north  of  the  bridge  on  Cedar  Creek,  for  the  purpose  of  charg¬ 
ing  the  enemy.  The  command  charged  in  column  across  the  bridge, 
driving  the  enemy’s  infantry  from  the  opposite  side  into  the  first  crest 
of  woods.  At  this  moment  several  mounted  men  appeared  on  the  hill 
on  our  right,  one  of  whom  waved  a  red  flag.  Mistaking  them  for  the 
enemy,  the  command  turned  to  the  right,  where  we  found  General  Cus¬ 
ter  with  the  First  Yermont  and  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry.  The  regi¬ 
ment  was  here  formed  on  the  left  of  General  Custer’s  command,  and 
charged  at  the  same  time.  The  charge  was  continued  through  the 
town  of  Strasburg.  At  the  outer  edge  of  the  town  the  advance 
halted,  the  men  having  become  scattered  in  securing  and  carrying  off 
the  plunder.  The  advance  mentioned  consisted  of  ten  or  fifteen  men 
belonging  to  the  First  Vermont  and  Fifth  and  Sixth  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry.  In  charging  the  bridge  we  lost  one  man  wounded.  In  charging 
the  artillery  and  trains  we  lost  our  adjutant  (John  G.  Main)  killed  and 
one  man  severely  wounded.  The  colors  of  the  Forty-fourth  Georgia 
(captured  by  Chief  Bugler  Thomas  M.  Wells),*  seven  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  one  caisson,  a  number  of  wagons  and  ambulances,  besides  a  nuiur 
ber  of  prisoners,  were  brought  pi  by  this  com ui and,  all  of  whjcb 
turned  over  to  Lieut.  W.  N.  Chamberlin,  acting  quartermaster, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  E.  FARMER, 
Captain,  Sixth  New  Yorh  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  II.  Mahnken, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 


Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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No.  147. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell.,  jr.^  Second  Massaichusetts  Cavalry,  com¬ 
manding  Third  Brigade,  of  operations  August  9-31. 

Eeport  of  operations  of  Third  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division,  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division,  for  August,  1804 : 

August  9,  brigade  organized  near  Halltown,  Va.  August  10,  moved 
to  Summit  Point,  on  extreme  right  of  army,  skirmishing  near  the  Ope- 
quon.  Eighteen  prisoners  captured — 15  Imboden’s  cavalry  and  13 
Kodes’  division.  August  11,  crossed  Opequon  to  Winchester,  driving 
out  200  of  enemy’s  cavalry;  light  skirmishing;  captured  5  prisoners; 
moved  to  White  Post.  August  12,  took  the  advance  through  Newtown 
and  Middletown  to  Cedar  Creek;  took  3  prisoners.  Skirmislied  at 
Cedar  Creek;  Took  14  prisoners.  August  13,  14,  and  15,  camped  near 
Cedar  Creek  and  picketed.  August  16,  left  camp  and  moved  to  old 
forge  on  extreme  right.  August  17,  moved  to  Wincliester,  on  Back 
road,  burning  forage  and  driving  in  stock;  skirmishing  near  Win¬ 
chester;  moved  across  Opequon  Creek  on  Berry ville  and  Winchester 
pike.  August  18,  skirmishing;  fell  back  one  mile  from  creek.  August 
19,  in  camp;  picketing  on  right;  attack  on  our  lines  toward  evening 
rejnilsed.  August  20,  attacked  about  4  p.  m.;  repulsed  the  enemy  and 
connected  picket  with  Second  Brigade  on  left.  Third  Division  on  right; 
kei)t  the  old  line,  one  mile  from  the  Opequon.  August  21,  attacked  10 
a.  m.  vigorously;  skirmished  constantly  till  2  p.  m.,  when  retired  by 
order  to  near  Berry  ville,  followed  by  enemy;  tried  to  take  position  on 
ridge  west  of  town ;  thrown  into  confusion  for  a  time,  but  held  the  ridge 
till  ordered  back  and  moved  to  north  fork  of  Bullskin  Run  through 
Rippon.  August  22,  moved  to  Charlestown;  sharp  skirmish;  had  the 
rear  guard  to  Halltown;  picketed  left  of  the  army  to  the  Shenandoah. 
August  23,  in  camp  picketing.  August  24,  reconnaissance  made  on 
the  left;  captured  13  prisoners.  August  25,  reconnaissance  made;  4 
prisoners  captured;  killed,  3,  wounded,  4,  left  in  our  hands.  August 
26,  reconnaissance  made;  captured  1  lieutenant-colonel,  3  captains,  3 
lieutenants,  and  69  enlisted  men.  Fifteenth  South  Carolina.  August  27, 
enemy  retired;  followed  them  to  Charlestown;  1  prisoner  taken,  Ker¬ 
shaw’s;  2  prisoners  taken  near  Duffield’s;  sharp  skirmish  in  afternoon 
with  Lomax.  August  28,  moved  to  north  fork  of  Bullskin  Run,  left  of 
army.  August  29,  moved  to  Summit  Point;  still  on  extreme  left.  Au¬ 
gust  30,  reconnaissance  made  toward  Opequon ;  killed  2  lieutenants  and 
3  men,  left  in  our  hands;  captured  5  enlisted  men  (Lomax’s  brigade); 
moved  to  Smithfield  pike.  August  31,  in  camp;  regiments  picketing 
Summit  Point,  Smithfield,  and  Leetown. 

In  the  various  skirmishes  the  brigade  has  lost  3  officers  and  14  men 
killed,  2  officers  and  56  men  wounded,  and  1  officer  and  3, men  captured 
and  missing. 

Total  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  brigade,  7  officers  and  121 
enlisted  men.  Two  officers  and  6  enlisted  men  killed,  and  4  enlisted 
men  wounded. 

C.  R.  LOWELL,  Jr., 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 


CHAP.  LT.] 


THE  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 


487 


Ko.  148. 

Report  of  Col.  Alfred  Gihhs,  Nineteenth  New  York  Cavalry  {First  New 
York  Dragoons)^  commanding  Reserve  BrigadCy  of  operations  August 
10-September  1. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Eeserve  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Berryvillej  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  Ifonor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  from  August  10  to  the  present  date,  both  in¬ 
clusive  : 

Oil  the  10th  ultimo  the  undersigned  assumed  command  of  the  bri¬ 
gade,  consisting  of  tlie  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Captain  Sweitzer  com¬ 
manding;  the  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Capt.  1).  S.  Gordon  commanding; 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Major  Starr  commanding;  First  jS^ew 
York  Dragoons,  Major  Scott  commanding;  First  Khode  Island  Cav¬ 
alry,  Major  Farrington  commanding,  and  Battery  D,  Second  U.  S. 
Artillery,  Lieut.  E.  B.  Williston  commanding.  The  brigade,  except 
the  First  Ehode  Island  Cavalry,  on  detached  service,  marched  from 
camp  near  Halltown  at  8  a.  m.,  i)assed  through  Charlestown  and  took 
the  road  toward  White  Post.  About  4  p.  m.  met  tlie  enemy’s  pickets, 
when  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  First  New  York  Dragoons 
were  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  dismounted,  handsomely  drove  back 
the  enemy  through  a  thick  Avood  and  upon  the  road  leading  toward  New¬ 
town,  and  at  about  3..10  p.  m.  [11th]  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  was 
thrown  out  in  advance  on  the  Newtown  road,  where,  about  4  p.  m.,  it 
met  and  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  skirmishers,  posted  in  ojien 
woods  on  either  side  of  the  road  and  forced  them  back  to  a  strong  line 
of  breast  works  made  of  fence  rails  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town.  The  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  was  then  thrown  in  on  the  left  of  the 
First  New  York  Dragoons  and  the  Second  U.  S.  Cavaky  on  the  right. 
The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  throwing  a  squadron  into  the  woods 
on  the  extreme  left  to  protect  that  flank  and  a  squadron  of  the  First 
New  York  Dragoons  mounted,  covering  the  right  flank,  the  remaining 
squadron  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  being  held  in  reserve  as 
a  support  to  the  battery.  The  enemy  showing  a  strong  force  of  infantry 
and  gradually  pushing  the  command  back,  the  battery  was  brought 
into  position,  and  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  thrown  forward  in 
the  oi)en  field  on  their  front.  They  deployed  in  excellent  order  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  through  the  woods  lining  this  open  field.  The 
battery  then  opened  with  excellent  effect,  throwing  solid  shot  and 
shell  with  great  precision,  and  the  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
of  Devin’s  brigade,  being  deployed  to  support  the  regiments  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  the  enemy  retiied  sullenly  to  his  breast  works,  and  the 
action  closed  about  dark.  The  brigade  went  into  camp  about  a  mile  in 
rear  unmolested.  Our  loss  that  day  was  quite  heavy.  At  sunrise  [EJth] 
the  enemy  fired  into  the  pickets,  but  made  no  furtlier  demonstrations, 
and  the  brigade  entered  Newtown  without  meeting  the  enemy,  who  had 
passed  through  the  town  a  couple  of  hours  before.  The  brigade  moved 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  on  a  line  ])arallel  with  the  First  and  Second 
Brigades,  on  the  Winchester  and  Strasburg  pike,  and  camped  for  the 
night  on  Cedar  Creek,  near  Middletown. 

On  the  14th,  taking  a  dirt  road,  maiched  to  Strasburg,  where  found 
the  enemy  in  force  in  intrenchments  about  a  mile  beyond  the  town. 
Eetumedto  camp  same  day  and  camped  near  Middletown,  where  the 
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brigade  remained  on  the  15tb,  and  marched  on  the  16th  through  Mid¬ 
dletown  and  Cedarville  and  camped  at  Nineveh.  At  6  p.  m.  tlie  First 
and  Second  Brigades,  being  sharply  engaged  in  front  of  Front  Eoyal, 
saddled  up  and  marched  back  to  near  Cedarville,  when  the  brigade  was 
ordered  back  and  returned  to  its  previous  camp  at  Nineveh.  On  the 
17th  marched  through  Berryville  and  camped  two  miles  out  of  town  on 
the  Suickersville  road.  The  next  morning  marched  through  Berryville 
and  camped  one  mile  out  of  town  on  the  Winchester  pike.  The  regi¬ 
ments  and  battery  remained  in  camp  there  until  the  21st,  when  the 
brigade  marched  down  the  Charlestown  pike.  On  arriving  at  the 
cross-roads,  or  the  fork  of  the  Summit  Point  road  and  the  Charlestown 
pike,  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  First  New  York  Dragoons,  with  a 
squadron  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  as  flankers  on  the  left, 
were  deployed  as  rear  guard,  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  on  the 
left  of  the  pike  as  far  as  Kippon.  The  brigade  went  into  position  half 
a  mile  in  rear  of  Charlestown.  On  the  22d  marched  toward  Shei)herds- 
town  without  meeting  the  enemy;  camped  on  a  ridge  back  of  the  town 
that  night  (the  23d)  and  moved  camp  to  near  Antietam  Ford  on  the 
24th.  On  the  morning  of  the  i^oth  marched  toward  Kearneysville  and 
met  the  enemy  in  force  about  half  a  mile  beyond  the  railroad,  the 
Deserve  Brigade  being  held  in  reserve.  Found  a  strong  force  of  infan¬ 
try,  artillery,  and  cavalry  in  front.  Began  to  retire  about  1  p.  m.,  throw¬ 
ing  out  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  and  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  on  the 
left  of  the  road  retiring.  Kept  up  continued  skirmishing  as  far  as 
Shepherdstown,  when  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  join  the 
column  on  the  Halltown  road.  A  force  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  inter¬ 
posing  between  the  rear  guard  and  the  main  guard,  the  First  New 
York  Dragoons  took  the  road  to  Antietam  Ford,  crossed  the  river,  and 
camped  for  the  night,  coming  into  camp  two  miles  and  three-quarters 
from  Harper’s  Ferry  the  next  afternoon.  After  passing  through  Shep¬ 
herdstown,  on  the  Halltown  road,  when  about  tour  miles  from  the  town, 
the  enemy  appearing  close  in  rear  with  infantry,  the  First  and  Second 
U.  S.  Cavalry  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  both  sides  of  the  road, 
and  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  relieved,  when  they  marched  to  camp 
as  above,  reaching  it  soon  after  dark.  Kemained  in  camp  next  day  till 
noon,  when  the  brigade  made  a  reconnaissance  toward  Shepherdstown, 
drove  a  company  of  Gilmor’s  force  out  of  toAvn,  the  First -H.  S.  Cav¬ 
alry  making  a  brilliant  charge  through  the  town  and  occupying  it  for 
an  hour,  until  reconnaissances  could  be  made  on  the  Winchester  and 
Kearneysville  pikes.  The  brigade  remained  in  camp  on  the  26th  and 
27th.  On  the  28th  the  brigade  in  arched  toward  Leetown  and  Smithfleld, 
charged  through  Leetown  with  the  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  supported 
by  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Leaving  Leetown  by  the  Smith- 
field  pike,  the  First  TJ.  S.  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Sweitzer, 
supported  by  the  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Harrison,  met  a  brigade  of  Maryland  cavalry,  and  brilliantly  charged 
them  with  the  saber,  completely  routing  them,  and  driving  them  in  con¬ 
fusion  down  the  road.  In  this  dashing  aflair  a  most  excellent  officer, 
Lieut.  Joseph  S.  Hoyer,  of  the  First  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  soon  after.  The  brigade  was  then  dei  Joyed  with 
strong  supports,  and  pursued  the  enemy  down  the  road.  Ilpon  reach¬ 
ing  a  wood  near  Smithfield,  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  Williston’s  battery  was  sent  to  an  eminence  on  the  left 
of  the  pike,  soon  silencing  the  enemy’s,  which  limbered  up  and  retired 
with  all  its  other  force  across  the  river  Opequouo  Smithfleld  was  occu- 
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pied  without  further  molestation,  and  the  brigade  bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  the  heights  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Opequon.  About  10  a. 
m.  on, the  29th  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  on  the  opposite  heights, 
and  showed  a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry.  A  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  battery  was  placed  on  each  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
bi  idge  across  the  river.  The  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  constructed 
a  barricade  of  rails  in  front  of  the  battery,  which  was  occupied  by  one 
of  its  squadrons,  under  Cajdain  Morrow.  The  First  Kew  York  Dra¬ 
goons,  First  and  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  with  the  remainder  of  the  Sixth 
Pennsjdvania  Cavalry,  were  deployed,  dismounted,  in  the  woods  and  on 
the  ridge  bordering  the  stream.  About  11.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened 
furiously  from  two  batteries  on  either  side  of  the  road  leading  to 
Bunker  Hill,  and  made  excellent  practice,  many  case-shot  and  shells 
exploding  in  and  about  the  battery  and  among  the  led  horses.  About 
12.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  crossed  the  stream  on  both  flanks,  and  showed  a 
strong  force  of  infantry  in  front.  The  command  fell  slowly  back,  con¬ 
testing  sharply  every  foot  of  ground,  retuing  without  confusion  and 
leisurely  for  about  three  miles,  which.took  about  four  hours  and  a  half, 
the  battery  going  into  position  twice,  and  being  served  with  great  pre¬ 
cision.  When  about  three  miles  from  Charlestown  the  brigade  came 
into  position,  and  made  a  firm  stand;  the  enemy,  however,  soon  ceased 
pursuit  and  retired.  About  5  i).  m.,  part  of  the  Sixth  Corps  having 
arrived  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road,  the  Second  U. 
S.  Cavalry  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  road,  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  strong  line  of  battle,  composed  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania 
and  First  New  York  Dragoons,  with  the  First  United  States  as  a  reserve, 
and  moved  steadily  toward  the  Opequon.  The  enemy  was  found  in  small 
force,  retiring  quickly  at  our  approach,  firing  sluggishly.  At  sunset 
the  brigade  i)assed  beyond  Smitli field,  and  halted  upon  the  crest  over¬ 
looking  the  river,  driving  the  enemy  across  the  river,  when  all  firing 
ceased.  Our  loss  was  1  officer  killed  and  4  wounded,  and  30  men  killed 
and  wounded.  At  dark  the  brigade  returned  to  within  two  miles  and 
a  half  of  Charlestown,  where  it  went  into  camp.  On  the  30th  the 
brigade  moved  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  Summit  Point  and  Berryville  pike, 
and  went  into  camp  near  the  forks  of  that  and  the  Charlestown  pike. 
Kemained  in  camp  on  the  31st  ultimo  and  1st  of  September. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  on  the  13th  of  August  the  train  of 
the  brigade,  while  en  route  to  join  it  at  Cedar  Creek  and  guarded  by  a 
battalion  of  100  days^  men,  was  attacked  by  guerrillas  at  or  near  Berry¬ 
ville  at  daylight  and  completely  destroyed,  with  all  tlie  archives  of 
the  brigade  headquarters,  regiments,  &c.,  officers’  baggage,  &c.  At 
this  time  it  was  about  eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  brigade. 

On  the  15th  instant  [ultimo]  the  brigade  commissary.  First  Lieut.  J. 
S.  Walker,  regimental  commissary  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  while  on  his  way 
to  Harijer’s  Ferry  on  official  business,  with  au  escort  of  five  men,  when 
near  Charlestown  was  attacked  by  guerrillas  and  murdered,  and  First 
Lieut.  Philip  Dwyer,  regimental  commissary  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  All  of  the  escort  except  one  were  killed  or  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  On  the  IGth  of  August  Second  Lieut.  eJohn  Barry, 
First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  with  a  party  of  forty  men,  was  sent  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  infantry  on  the  right  and  report.  He  proceeded  to  New¬ 
town,  and,  finding  the  enemy  there,  proceeded  to  Winchester,  where  he 
found  the  infantry  and  reported  and  ]iroceeded  to  rejoin  the  brigade. 
He  was  attacked  at  the  cross-roads  of  the  pike  and  White  Post  roads, 
and  was  obliged  to  letreat  with  the  loss  of  seven  men,  lejoining  camp 
in  safety  on  the  18th. 
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Owinpc  to  the  absence  of  official  documents,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  a 
correct  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  but  copies  of  the  lists 
have  already  been  forwarded  to  your  office. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  (IIBBS, 

Colonel  First  Feiv  Torlc  Dragoons^  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- 6 eneraJj  Edqrs.  First  Cavalry  Division. 


Ko.  149. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  R.  Loivelf  jr.,  Seeoiul  Massachusetts  Cavalry., 

commanding  Reserve  Brigade.,  of  operations  September  8-October  4. 

Report  of  operations  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade  from  September 
8,  1804,  to  October  4,  1804: 

September  8,  1804,  the  Reserve  Brigade  was  reorganized  under  Spe¬ 
cial  Orders,  No.  103,  September  8, 1804,  headquarters  First  Cavalry 
Division.  The  First  New  York  Dragoons  were  replaced  by  the  Second 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was 
ordered  to  Pleasant  Valley  for  muster-out.  Colonel  Lowell,  Second 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  assumed  command.  September  8-12,  the  bri¬ 
gade  lay  in  camp  near  Summit  Point,  picketing  on  the  left  of  the  cav¬ 
alry  line  and  in  front  of  the  Sixth  Corps  September  13,  made  demon¬ 
stration  at  Locke’s  Ford,  on  the  Opequon,  in  conjunction  with  First 
Brigade;  took  one  lieutenant  and  ten  judvates  of  Breckinridge’s 'corps; 
returned  to  former  camp  at  night  fall.  September  14-18,  picketing  as 
before.  Sei)tember  19,  inarched  at  2  a.  m. ;  reached  the  Opequon  at 
Seivers’  Ford  before  daybreak.  The  enemy’s  picket-line  was  driven  in 
by  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  about 
forty  prisoners  being  taken,  and  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek 
occupied  in  a  line  of  about  three  miles,  the  right  connecting  with  the 
First  Brigade.  A  very  gallant  charge  was  made  by  Second  U.  S. 
Cavalry  on  one  of  Breckinridge’s  batteries,  but  was  repulsed,  the  in¬ 
fantry  supports  being  well  i)laced  behind  rails  breast  high,  a  simulta¬ 
neous  charge  by  the  First  Brigade  being  also  repulsed.  Soon  after 
noon  the  whole  line  was  advanced  to  the  Maitiusburg  i)ike;  the  bi  igade 
was  necessarily  much  scattered.  Two  squadrons  of  the  Second  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Cavalry  joined  the  charge  of  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  enemy’s 
infantry;  the  rest  of  that  regiment  got  mixed  up  with  the  skirmish 
line  of  Averell’s  division.  The  First,  Second,  and  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry 
advanced  toward  Winchester,  on  the  left  of  the  pike;  charged  a  battery 
supported  by  infantry  and  cavalry;  captured  two  guns,  with  their  cais¬ 
sons  and  most  of  the  horses  and  drivers.  What  part  of  these  regiments 
could  be  rallied  assisted  in  the  subsequent  charge  of  the  First  Brigade 
upon  a  brigade  of  the  enemy’s  infantry.  After  dark  the  brigade  was 
moved  through  Winchester  and  camped  two  miles  out  on  the  Valley  pike. 
September  20,  marched  to  Strasburg  and  camped  on  the  road  to  Capon 
Springs.  September  21,  marched  to  Front  Royal  and  camped  on  the 
Shenandoah.  September  22,  marched  to  Milford  in  support  of  the  Third 
Division;  relieved  one  of  its  brigades  on  the  right  of  the  line,  but  no 
attack  on  the  enemy’s  position  was  ordered ;  fell  back  to  McCoy’s  Ford 
and  camped.  Captain  Emmons,  assistant  adjutant-general,  wounded. 
September  23,  marched  to  near  Cedarville,  dispersing  en  route  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  Mosby,  under  Captain  Mountjoy,  killing  thirteen.  From 
Cedarville  returned  by  forced  march  to  Milford,  finding  that  position 
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just  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  September  24,  marched  up  valley  to 
Luray,  supporting  First  Brigade  in  a  rapid  and  brilliant  affair  with  one 
of  Wickham’s  brigades,  two  squadrons  of  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry  charging  and  capturing  battlcrflag  of  Sixth  Yirginia  Cavalry 
and  twenty  prisoners;  camped  west  of  Shenandoah.  September  25, 
crossed, ridge  to  New  Market;  marched  in  the  afternoon  to  Harrison¬ 
burg  and  camped.  September  2G,  the  brigade  was  temporarily  detached, 
acting  with  Third  Division  under  order  of  chief  of  cavalry;  marched  in 
the  advance  to  Staunton,  capturing  ])risoners,  cattle,  and  stores ;  camped 
east  of  the  town.  September  27,  destroying  railroad ;  at  4  ]).  m.  marched 
to  AVaynesborough.  September  28,  thebrigadeon  picket  at Rockhsh  G ap 
and  toward  New  Hope.  At  5  p.  m.  were  attacked  at  both  points  by 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  and  fell  back  to  position  above  Way ues- 
borough.  After  dark  returned  with  Third  Division  through  Staunton 
and  by  forced  march  to  Spring  Hill,  the  brigade  having  both  the  advance 
and  rear  guards.  September  29,  moved  to  Bridgewater  and  anon  to 
Mount  Crawford,  camping  on  the  lelt  of  the  infantry  and  picketing  to 
Cross  Keys  and  Rockland  Mills.  September  30,  rejoined  the  brigade, 
camping  and  picketing  as  before.  October  1-3,  encamped  north  of 
Mount  Crawford,  picketing  upon  the  pike.  October  3,  made  a  recon¬ 
naissance  in  afternoon  upon  pike.  October  4,  in  camp;  picketing  as 
before. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  LOWELL,  Jr., 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  150. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  CoL  Casper  Croivninshield,  Second  Massachusetts  Cav¬ 
alry,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade,  of  operations  October  5-31. 

Report  of  operations  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade  from  October 
5,  1804,  to  October  31,  1804,  inclusive: 

October  5,  moved  in  morning  to  Cross  Keys;  picket  in  front,  connect¬ 
ing  with  Second  Brigade  on  right  and  left  covering  road  leading  to  Har¬ 
risonburg.  October  0,  at  7  a.  m.  withdrew  pickets  and  moved  with  divis¬ 
ion  to  Harrisonburg,  thence  down  the  Valley  on  Ridge  road  to  Timber- 
ville.  First  and  Second  United  States  and  one  squadron  Second  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Cavalry  on  duty  all  day  burning  hay  and  grain  and  collecting 
cattle.  Camped  at  Timberville,  picketing  toward  Harrisonburg,  con¬ 
necting  with  Third  Division  on  right  and  Second  Brigade,  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  on  left.  October  7,  moved  along  Ridge  road,  intersecting  pike 
near  Eden  burg;  found  the  enemy  following  up  the  infantry;  moved  out 
in  connection  with  Second  Brigade  to  develop  their  strength;  enemy 
fell  back  as  we  advanced,  and  not  finding  them  in  any  force  fell  back 
north  [of]  Edenburg,  i^icketing  in  front.  October  8,  moved  through 
Woodstock  and  across  Tom’s  Creek,  connecting  with  Third  Division  on 
right  and  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  on  left.  October  9,  broke 
camp  at  sunrise;  moved  out  on  the  pike;  sent  out  an  advance  guard 
at  Tgm’s  Creek;  moved  down  the  pike  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  and  met 
the  enemy  in  force;  formed  skirmish  line,  connecting  with  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  on  right,  when  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  and  simultane¬ 
ously  charged  our  skirmish  line,  driving  it  back  a  short  distance,  when 
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eHectually  [routing]  them  (the  enemy),  thej"  were  forced  to  retire.  We 
again  advanced,  commencing  to  drive  them  before  us  till  near  Wood- 
stock,  at  which  time,  the  order  being  given  to  charge,  was  effected  in 
the  following  order:  First  United  States,  supported  by  Fifth  United 
States,  on  the  pike.  Second  Massachusetts  on  either  flank  (Second 
United  States  being  left  behind  in  support  of  a  section  of  artillery); 
pursued  the  fleeing  enemy  beyond  Edenburg,  capturing  1  battle-flag,  4 
pieces  of  artillery,  4  caissons,  2  forges,  2  ambulances,  7  wagons,  and 
50  prisoners;  lost  but  7  wounded  in  the  brigade.  At  dark  moved  back 
to  Woodstock  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  picketing  our  own  camp. 
October  10,  returned  to  within  three  miles  of  Strasburg  and  camped, 
picketing  on  left  of  Second  Brigade.  October  11,  broke  camp  at  11  a. 
m. ;  moved  through  Strasburg  across  Cedar  Creek  and  camped  on  left 
of  infantry  at  Buck’s  Ford,  on  North  Fork  Shenandoah,  picketing  on 
south  bank  of  river,  connecting  with  infantry  on  right  and  Second 
Division  on  left.  October  12,  remained  in  camp,  picketing  as  before. 
Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  moved  at  midnight  for  Kectortown  with 
dispatches  for  General  Augur.  October  13,  broke  camp  at  2  p.  m.; 
moved  to  right  and  camped  in  rear  of  army  headquarters,  two  miles 
west  of  Middletown;  pickets  not  withdrawn.  October  14,  command 
saddled  all  day,  but  did  not  break  camp;  Second  Massachusetts 
returned;  pickets  withdrawn  from  left  of  infantry.  October  15,  moved 
with  balance  of  division  to  Front  Royal  via  Middletown  and  Cedarville; 
camped  near  Front  Royal.  October  16,  returned  to  cami)  two  miles 
west  of  Middletown.  October  17,  remained  in  camp,  picketing  on  right 
of  First  Brigade.  October  18,  remained  in  camp,  picketing  as  before. 
October  19,  broke  camp  at  daylight  and  moved  to  the  right  of  infantry 
on  a  reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  of  the 
enemy;  found  their  cavalry  in  force;  skirmished  with  them  about  an 
hour,  when  orders  were  received  to  fall  back,  as  the  whole  army  had 
been  attacked;  ijroceeded  to  the  left  of  infantry  and  formed  skirmish 
line,  connecting  with  infantry  on  right  and  First  Brigade  on  left;  Second 
Massachusetts  made  two  charges  on  the  enemy’s  infantry,  checking 
their  advance;  held  our  position  till  3  p.  m.,  when  the  whole  line 
advanced,  and  this  brigade,  together  with  Second  Brigade,  charged  a 
battery  of  enemy’s  artillery;  were  repulsed,  with  considerable  loss. 
Colonel  Lowell  being  mortally  wounded  while  leading  his  command  in 
the  charge.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crowninshield,  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  assumed  command  of  brigade.  The  enemy’s  line  commenced 
to  fall  back,  when  we  again  charged,  pursuing  them  down  the  pike  and 
across  Cedar  Creek.  Here  we  were  halted  and  ordered  to  fall  back, 
recrossed  the  creek  and  camped  on  left  of  infantry.  October  20, 
moved  with  the  division  to  Woodstock;  brigade  advanced  far  as  Eden¬ 
burg;  finding  no  enemy,  returned  and  camped  near  Fisher’s  Hill. 
October  21,  marched  to  Middletown  and  camped  on  left  of  infantry. 
October  22,  reiqained  as  above.  October  23,  remained  as  above;  sent 
two  squadrons  on  picket  in  front  of  General  Getty’s  division,  Sixth 
Corps,  near  Fisher’s  Hill.  October  24  to  26,  still  in  camp  as  above. 
October  27,  sent  two  regiments  (First  United  States  and  Second  Mas¬ 
sachusetts)  on  reconnaissance  to  Woodstock;  returned,  finding  no 
enemy.  October  28  to  31,  remained  in  camp,  picketing  as  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CROWNINSHIELD, 

Lieut.  Col.  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.,  First  Cavalry  Division. 
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No.  151. 

Reports  of  Bvt,  Maj.  Oen.  William  W.  Averell,  TJ,  8.  Army^  command¬ 
ing  Second  Division  [Army  of  West  Virginia)^  including  operations 
August  S-Septemher  23, 

Bath,  N,  Y.,  October  25^  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U,  8.  Army  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  reports  of  expedition  to 
Wytheville  and  destruction  of  Tennessee  railroad;  of  operations  dur¬ 
ing  General  Hunter’s  expedition  to  Lynchburg,  Va.;  of  engagement 
with  Kamseur’s  division  of  rebel  infantry  near  Winchester,  Va.,  on  the 
20th  of  July;  of  operations  with  Army  of  West  Virginia;*  of  figlit  at 
Moorefield,  August  7,  and  of  oi^erations  with  Middle  Military  Division 
up  to  September  23, 1864.  All  of  these  reports  have  been  sent  through 
the  proper  channels,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  was  relieved  of  the 
command  of  my  division  on  the  23d  of  September,  I  have  the  honor  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  these  reports  in  the  connected 
form  in  which  they  are  presented,  in  order  that  a  just  opinion  may  be 
formed  of  my  conduct  since  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brevet  Major-General^  U,  8.  Volunteers, 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Wew  Creelc^  Va.,  August  8, 1864, 

Captain:  After  having  pursued  the  enemy  under  McCausland  from 
Chambersburg  to  Hancock,  on  the  3d  instant  I  received  a  dispatch 
from  the  major-general  commanding  the  department  directing  me  to 
pursue,  by  the  most  expeditious  route,  that  portion  of  the  enemy’s 
foi  ces  and  attack  it  wherever  found.  On  the  same  day  I  learned  by 
telegram  from  Brigadier-General  Kelley,  at  Cumberland,  that  the  enemy 
was  then  at  Springfield.  On  the  4th  I  accordingly  crossed  the  Potomac 
with  my  command  at  Hancock,  taking  the  route  via  Bloomery  Gap,  the 
Cumberland  turnpike  having  been  rendered  impracticable  by  the  enemj^ 
Arriving  at  Bath,  I  received  information  from  what  was  deemed  a 
reliable  source  that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  was  crossing  the 
river  at  Cherry  Run  and  marching  toward  Hancock.  I  halted  my  com-  ♦ 
mand  and  sent  scouts  to  verify  the  report,  which  was  ascertained  to  be 
false,  though  it  occasioned  a  delay  of  sever  d  hours  in  my  movements. 
At  4  ]).  m.  I  moved  forward,  and  by  making  a  night  march  reached 
Springfield  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  5th,  losing  during  the  day  about  100  horses 
from  exhaustion.  I  had  learned  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  from 
New  Creek  on  the  4th  in  the  direction  of  Burlington  and  Moorefield,  and 
reports  were  numerous  that  he  had  been  re  enforced  by  Imboden  and 
Vaughn.  During  the  night  of  the  5th-Gth  rations  and  forage  were 
received  and  issued  to  the  command,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  1 
resumed  the  march,  arriving  at  Romney  at  about  11  a.  m.  Here  J 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  junction  of  the  Moorefield  grade 
with  the  West  Virginia  turnpike,  seven  miles  from  Romney,  between  9 
and  10  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  going  in  the  direction  of  the 

For  the  reports  previously  enumerated,  see  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  I,  pp.  41,  145,  326, 
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former  place.  Placing  little  reliance  in  the  numerous  reports  that  the 
enemy  re-enforced  intended  a  further  raid  through  West  Virginia,  I 
believed  he  would  attempt  to  reach  the  Valley  via  the  Wardensville 
turnpike.  I  therefore  sent  Major  Work,  of  tlie  Twenty- second  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cavalry,  commanding  a  battalion,  with  instructions  to  pro¬ 
ceed  ra])idly  by  what  is  known  as  the  Grassy  Creek  road  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Wardensville  and  endeavor  to  reach  Lost  Kiver  Gap,  on  the 
Wardensville  turnpike,  in  advance  of  the  enemy  to  blockade  and  hold 
the  gap  until  I  could  overtake  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear;  oiyif 
he  C(mld  hnd  that  McCausland  had  not  left  Moorefield,  tomove  rapidly 
forward  and  attack  him  as  so(ui  as  he  heard  the  sound  of  my  guns;  or, 
should  he  find  the  enemy  had  taken  Strasburg  road,  to  still  endeavor  to 
intercept  him.  I  resumed  the  march  at  about  1  p.  m.  During  the  after¬ 
noon  an  order  of  McCausland’s,  dated  at  Moorefield  on  the  Gth,  was  cap¬ 
tured,  from  which  I  inferred  he  could  not  be  far  from  that  place.  About 
6  p.  m.  my  scouts  reported  the  enemy’s  pickets  four  miles  in  advance  and 
about  ten  miles  from  Moorefield,  information  also  placing  McCausland’s 
and  Johnson’s  brigades  three  and  four  miles,  respectively,  north  of  the 
town.  I  soon  alter  halted  my  command  for  rest  and  feed,  with  orders 
to  be  ready  to  move  at  1  o’clock  the  following  morning,  timing  the 
movement  so  as  to  make  the  attack  ])recisely  at  daylight.  I  also  sent 
couriers  to  Major  Work  with  orders  for  him  to  move  as  rapidly  as 
possible  over  the  Wardensville  turnpike  and  attack  the  enemy  vigor¬ 
ously  at  the  same  time.  I  designed,  if  possible,  to  surprise  the  enemy, 
wherein  I  was  only  partially  successful.  At  1  a.  m.  the  column  was 
again  in  motion,  and  by  an  adroit  movement  the  enemy’s  pickets 
and  reset  ve  and  a  patrol  going  out  from  his  camj)  were  successfully 
captured  without  a  shot  being  fired,  though  some  delay  in  the  march 
was  occasioned.  From  the  captured  patrol  I  learned  that  the  enemy 
was  apprised  of  my  approach  and  had  been  waiting  an  attack  since  3 
o’clock.  I  no  longer  hoped  for  a  surprise,  but  relied  upon  the  vigor  of 
the  attack.  Passing  through  and  beyond  Peynolds’  Gap  at  a  trot  at 
5  a.  m.,  the  rebel  General  Bradley  Johnson’s  brigade  was  found  posted 
in  line  of  battle  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  one  mile  north  of  the  South 
Branch  of  the  Potomac  Eiver.  Without  a  moment’s  halt  or  delay  my 
advanced  bi  igade,  under  Major  Gibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cav¬ 
alry,  deployed,  and  with  an  eager  shout  dashed  forward  iii)on  the 
enemy’s  lines  with  such  impetuosity  that,  waiting  only  to  fire  a  few 
shots,  they  broke,  fled  in  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  throwing  away  whatever  im¬ 
peded  their  flight.  Giving  them  no  time  to  reform,  Gibson  pursued 
them  hotly  to  the  river,  precipitating  them  over  its  steep  banks  across 
and  into  the  ranks  of  McCausland,  who,  with  another  brigade,  was 
posted  upon  the  south  bank.  There,  as  I  anticipated,  t!ie  enemy 
endeavored  to  make  a  stand.  Colonel  Powell,  of  the  Second  Virginia 
Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  was  immediately  ordered  forward, 
and,  cros.'-ing  the  river  in  the  face  of  a  severe  fire,  soon  routed  the  enemy 
a  second  time,  rolling  the  tide  of  fugitives  back  toward  Moorefield.  A 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river  the  roads  fork — the  right-hand  one  lead¬ 
ing  to  Moorefield,  upon  which  a  jiart  of  the  enemy’s  forces  fled,  pur¬ 
sued  by  Major  Gibson ;  the  left-hand  one  leading  to  the  hills  and  inter¬ 
secting  the  Wardensville  turnpike  four  miles  east  of  Moorefield. 
Taking  advantage  of  a  strong  position  on  this  latter  road  one  mile 
from  the  river,  McCausland,  with  a  larger  portion  of  his  scattered  com¬ 
mand,  offered  a  stubborn  resi.stance,  but  after  a  sharp  contest  of  a  few 
minutes’  duration  he  was  for  the  third  time  routed  by  a  portion  of  the 
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Second  Brigade  and  driven  to  the  mountains,  with  the  loss  of  his 
remaining  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  Pursuit  was  (!ontinued  on  the 
various  roads  taken  by  the  enemy  until  noon.  Ten  miles  east  o^  Moore- 
field,  on  the  Wardensville  turnpike,  Major  Work  met  a  portioi  )f  their 
retreating  force,  estimated  by  him  at  500  men,  attacked  them,  captur¬ 
ing  35  prisoners  and  about  100  horses;  the  balance  scattered  through 
the  woods  and  tied  to  the  mountains.  The  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy  is  unknown,  but  large.  Three  battle-flags  were 
captured,  with  4  pieces  of  artillery  (all  the  enemy  had),  420  prisoners, 
including  0  field  and  stafl*  and  32  company  oflicers,  over  400  horses 
and  equipments',  and  a  number  of  small-arms.  General  .’ohuson  was 
captured,  with  his  colors  and  three  of  his  staff,  but,  passing  undistin¬ 
guished  among  other  prisoners,  effected  his  escape.  My  loss  is  9  killed 
and  32  wounded. 

Major  Conger  and  Captain  [Lieutenant]  Clark,  Third  West  Virginia 
Cavalry,  were  killed  while  leading  a  charge.  Captain  Kerr,  Four¬ 
teenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  severely  wounded  while  penetrating 
the  enemy’s  lines  in  a  gallant  effort  to  cai)ture  the  rebel  commander. 
Among  the  prisoners  captured  is  Major  Green,  chief  engineer  upon 
the  staff  of  General  Ewell.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
division  was,  without  exception,  in  the  highest  degree  praiseworthy. 

Especial  praise  is  due  to  Maj.  Thomas  Gibson  and  Col.  William 
H.  Powell,  commanding  brigades.  The  enemy  having  become  so  thor¬ 
oughly  dispersed  and  scattered,  I  deemed  farther  pursuit  with  my 
worn  down  horses  futile,  and  accordingly,  after  having  my  killed  and 
wounded  cared  for,  and  such  of  the  captured  small-arms  as  1  could  not 
bring  away  for  want  of  transportation  destroyed,  I  withdrew  my  com¬ 
mand  from  Moorefield  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  arriving  here  at 
5  o’clock  this  p.  m. 

I  am,  caiJtain,  very  respectfully,,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bath,  Y.,  October  18, 1864. 

Colonel:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  ot  the  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  from  the  7th  of  August,  18(>4,  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
command  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  to  the  23d  of  September,  the  date 
on  which  I  was  relieved  from  duty  with  my  division: 

A  brief  summary  of  the  previous  operations  of  the  division  may  not 
be  out  of  place.  The  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  found  me  at 
Martinsbuig.  On  the  20th  of  April  2,000  of  my  division  weie  on  tlieir 
way  to  Beverly  to  join  an  expedition  under  Major-General  Ord.  That 
enterprise  being  abandoned,  1  i)roceeded  with  1,000  men  to  Kanawha 
Valley;  thence,  having  been  joined  by  the  Second  and  Tliird  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry  and  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Mounted  Infiintry,  over 
the  mountains  to  the  Tennessee  railroad;  fought  a  severe  engagement 
May  10;  destroyed  the  railroad  from  New  River  to  LaFayette  east  of 
Christiansburg,  and  came  back  to  Lewisburg;  went  across  the  Alle- 
ghanies  to  Staunton,  joining  the  expedition  of  Major  General  Plunter 
to  Lynchburg,  encountering  the  enemy  in  several  severe  engagements. 
After  the  failure  of  that  campaign  came  back  to  Kanawha  Valley,  and 
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around  to  the  Shenandoah  up  to  Winchester,  where  I  attacked  with 
1,000  cavalry  and  1,350  of  Crook’s  infantry,  and  defeated  the  division 
of  Kainseur,  including  the  Stonewall  Brigade,  capturing  4  guns  and  200 
prisoners.  When  the  united  forces  of  the  rebels  under  iEarly  compelled 
the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  General  Crook,  to  fall  back  to  Mary¬ 
land,  my  division  took  ])ost  at  Hagerstown,  from  which  i)oint  it  marched 
down  the  Cumberland  Valley  on  the  29th  of  July,  the  enemy  having 
crossed  the  Potomac  in  three  columns.  Pursued  the  command  of 
McCausland  135  miles,  attacking  it  at  McConnellsburg  and  finally  at 
Moorefield,  Va.,  totally  routing  it,  captuiang  the  guns  of  the  Baltimore 
Battery,  3  colors,  420  ])risoners,  and  over  400  horses,  arms,  equipments, 
&c.  With  the  results  of  this  last  victory  1  returned  to  New  Creek  on  the 
8th  of  August,  where  I  received  the  following  telegram  from  Major- 
General  Sheridan : 

Haj;i'Ek’s  Fekuy,  Anyust  7,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Avekell  : 

Concentrate  3^011  r  cavalr}'  command  at  Hancock  and  join  me  the  shortest  and 
most  practicable  route. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 

My  division  on  the  8th  of  August  consisted  of  First  Brigade,  Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Twenty-second  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cavalry,  attached.  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker;  Second  Brigade,  First 
West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Third  West 
Virginia  Cavalry,  First  New  York  (Lincoln),  attached.  Col.  W.  H.  Powell. 
Battery  L,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Weir  (four  guns).  These 
troops  had  marched  almost  continuously  about  1,700  miles.  With  the 
greatest  exertion  1  had  been  unable  to  obtain  horses  for  my  dismounted 
men  01  remounts  in  ])lace  of  my  exhausted  animals.  The  strength  of 
my  command  had  been  partially  maintained  by  using  the  horses  cap¬ 
tured  from  time  to  time  from  the  enemy.  I  con(*entrated  my  division 
at  Hancock  and  reached  Martinsburg  on  the  14th  of  August,  on  my 
way  to  join  General  Sheridan,  who  was  then  near  Cedar  Creek.  At 
Martinsburg  I  received  orders  to  remain  and  refit  my  division  for  the 
field.  I  was  unable  to  obtain  any  information  of  General  Sheridan’s 
movements,  exceptthrough  my  own  scouts,  until  the  18th,  when  I  received 
information  from  the  chief  of  staff  that  Torbert’s  cavalry  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back  to  Summit  Point,  and  directions  to  fall  back  to  the 
north  side  of  the  Potomac  if  necessary,  covering  the  crossings  (marked  A), 
and  also  orders  through  the  chief  of  cavalry  to  fall  back  from  Martins¬ 
burg  to  Charlestown  (marked  B).  Starting  for  Charlestown,  I  received 
verbal  orders  through  the  chief  of  cavalry  to  go  to  Smithfield.  Chang¬ 
ing  direction  to  the  latter  place,  I  was  overtaken  by  the  order  (repeated) 
of  the  major-general  commanding  to  cover  the  crossings  of  the  Potomac, 
crossing  the  river  if  necessary.  To  cover  the  crossings  of  the  Potomac 
from  Cherry  Eun  to  Harper’s  Ferry  with  a  division  of  cavalry  operating 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  it  is  necessary  to  take  post  at  or  near 
Martinsburg  and  establish  a  picket-line  from  Mills’  Gap,  in  North  Moun¬ 
tain,  across  the  Valley  to  Charlestown.  If  unable  to  maintain  that  line 
it  is  best  to  guard  the  fords  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  There  had 
been  nothing  in  the  instructions  received  from  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  which  contemplated  the  occupation  of  Martinsburg  by  my 
division.  I  therefore  moved  to  Shepherdstown  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th  and  picketed  the  river  as  well  as  possible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  received  an  order  (marked  C)  from  the 
chief  of  staff  in  which  these  words-ocour;  “In-fact,  the  general  rather 
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desires  that  the  enemy  should  cross ;  all  that  he  wants  is  early  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  character  and  number  of  the  troops  that  pass  over.”  In 
order  that  the  enemy  should  have  an  opportunity  to  make  the  desired 
•movement,  and  that  the  required  observations  might  be  made,  I  moved 
my  division  across  the  river  to  Fair  Play  and  established  my  pickets 
from  Cherry  Pun  to  Anti etam  Furnace,  which  satisfied  all  the  conditions 
of  the  instructions  received  from  the  major-general  commanding.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  orders  direct  from  the  chief  of  cavalry  on  the  19th,  I 
addressed  a  communication  (marked  1))  to  the  chief  of  staff  on  that 
date,  in  reply  to  which  I  received  on  the  23d  the  order  (marked  E)  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Torbert,  and  to  obey  all  orders  coming  from 
him,  although  he  was  and  is  my  junior.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  I 
received  the  dispatch  marked  F  from  the  major-general  commanding, 
which  amazed  and  pained  me,  as  it  evinced  an  undue  readiness  on  the 
part  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  find  faults  in  my  official  con¬ 
duct.  My  reply  (marked  G)  is  inclosed. 

The  correctness  of  my  dispositions  was  shown  on  the  2Gth,  when  the 
enemy  attempted  to  force  a  crossing  of  the  river  with  his  entire  cavalry 
force,  supported  by  an  infantry  division,  with  artillery.  He  was  pre¬ 
vented  and  suffered*  loss  without  any  casualties  worth  mentioning  in 
my  command.  My  action  in  preventing  the  crossing  of  the  enemy  into 
Maryland  received  no  expression  of  approval  from  the  major-general 
commanding.  Believing  that  the  enemy  was  about  withdrawing  to 
the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  I  crossed  the  river  on  the  28th  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Hainesville,  and  on  the  29th  to  Martinsburg,  driving  the 
enemy’s  pickets  four  miles  beyond  that  place,  and  establishing  a  picket- 
line  across  the  Valley.  This  line  being  too  close  to  the  enemy  for  his 
comfort,  he  advanced  Bodes’  division  of  infantry,  with  cavalry  and 
artillery,  on  the  31st,  compelling  me  to  retire  to  Falling  Waters,  with 
the  loss  of  forty-eight  men  killed  and  wounded.  Again  I  believed  this 
advance  a  screen  to  a  retrograde  movement,  and  moved  forward  on  the 
2d  of  September  without  meeting  any  serious  opposition  until  near 
Bunker  Hill,  ten  miles  from  Martinsburg,  where  I  attacked  three 
brigades  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  under  Lomax,  routing  them  and 
capturing  2  battle-flags,  55  prisoners,  20  wagons,  1  battery  forge, 
a  herd  of  cattle,  and  a  quantity  of  small-arms.  The  enemy  had  no 
artillery.  On  the  ensuing  day  the  enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  me,  but 
were  completely  beaten  and  were  driven  to  within  five  miles  of  Win¬ 
chester,  where  his  infantry  was  encountered.  The  enemy  was  pressed 
again  on  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  until  it  was  ascertained  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  farther  movement  up  the  Valley.  All  the  information 
gained  by  the  above  detailed  movements  from  scouts  and  all  other 
sources  was  x^romptly  transmitted  to  the  headquarters  Middle  Military 
Division,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  upon  the  inforuiation  thus 
sent  the  army  left  its  intrenchments  in  front  of  Harx^er’s  Ferry  and 
moved  forward  to  the  line  of  the  Opequon.  These  movements,  it  may 
be  seen  from  the  inclosed  orders  (marked  H),  were  made  in  compliance 
with  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding;  yet  these  very 
operations  were  the  subject  of  covert  animadversions  at  the  headquar¬ 
ters  Middle  Military  Division,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  were  represented  to  the  General-in-Chief  induced  the 
issuance  of  an  optional  order  to  relieve  me  from  duty.  Actuated  solely 
by  a  desire  to  render  the  greatest  possible  service  with  my  division,  I 
cannot  conjecture  the  grounds  upon  which  my  motives  and  reputation 
were  permitted  to  suffer  reproach. 
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Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  tlie  chief  of  cavalry  I  moved  the 
main  body  of  my  division,  on  the  8th,  across  the  Opequon  to  Leetown, 
picketing  the  Yalley  with  one  brigade  until  the  lOth,  Avhen  it  was  driven 
back  to  Martinsburg  by  a  division  of  the  enemy’s  infantry.  On  the 
13th,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
made  a  reconnaissance  with  my  division  to  Bunker  Hill,  Oerrardstown, 
and  Pugh  town.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  were  driven  beyond  Bu  iker  Hill 
and  his  infantry  found  in  position.  On  the  14th  1  returned  to  my 
former  position  and  remained  quiet,  but  with  vigilant  pickets  and  active 
scouting  parties  out,  until  'the  18th,  when  the  enemy,  under  Early  in 
person,  advanced  a  division  of  infantry,  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and 
sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  a  division  of  infantry  at  Bun¬ 
ker  Hill,  to  Martinsburg,  driving  my  First  Brigade  across  the  Opequon 
after  an  obstinate  resistance,  in  which  several  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
and  captured. 

Battle  of  the  19th. — In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  the 
chief  of  cavalry,  I  advanced  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  19th  across  the  Opequon  to 
Darkesville,  thence  to  Bunker  Hill,  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  pickets 
steadily.  The  enemy  made  a  determined  stand  with  his  cavalry  at 
Bunker  Hill  and  stubbornly  resisted  the  advance  of  my  division  to  Steph¬ 
enson’s  Depot,  live  miles  north  of  Winchester.  At  this  point  my  attention 
was  attracted  by  heavy  firing  to  my  left  and  rear,  which  was  soon  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  General  Torbert  endeavoring  to  cross  the  Opequon  with 
Merritt’s  division  of  cavalry.  Distant  firing  could  also  be  heard  to  the 
southward.  Attacking  the  enemy  opposed  to  Custer  promptly  in  rear 
he  was  enabled  to  cross  and  join  my  left.  My  division  soon  shifted 
entirely  to  the  west  side  of  the  pike,  and  as  it  advanced  the  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  had  an  oi^portunity  to  form.  My  division  advanced 
at  a  trot  when  within  three  miles  of  Winchester,  never  failing  to  drive 
the  enemy  before  it.  The  enemy,  one  mile  in  front  of  the  town,  pre¬ 
sented  a  strong  line  at  2.30  p.  m.,  but  the  attack  of  my  division  swept 
away  that  x)ortion  of  his  line  west  of  the  pike,  captured  one  piece  of 
artillery,  seized  the  heights  west  of  the  town,  and  penetrated  the  town 
itself,  when  the  giving  away  of  Custer’s  brigade  oi)ened  my  left  flank  to 
the  enemy’s  attack,  an  opportunity  which  he  quickly  embraced  with 
infantry  and  artillery,  but  without  succeeding  in  making  my  division 
relinquish  the  important  position  it  had  gained.  Three’of  my  staff,  with 
several  orderlies,  were  engaged  for  sometime  in  rallying  Torbert’s cav¬ 
alry,  and  our  advance  was  delayed  on  account  of  the  resistance  the  enemy 
was  enabled  to  offer.  At  about  this  time,  3  p.  m.,  the  attack  of  the  infantry 
of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  was  made,  and  it  became  at  once  visible 
to  both  armies  that  we  had  gained  the  day.  The  broken  ground,  inter¬ 
sected  by  deep  ditches  and  high  embankments,  west  of  the  town  gave 
the  enemy  a  chance  to  save  his  left  flank.  Opi)osed  by  stubborn 
infantry  and  well-handled  artillery  our  cavalry  on  such  ground  could 
make  but  slow  progress,  but  with  the  shades  of  evening  some  of  our 
infantry  came  to  our  assistance.  Throughout  the  whole  engagement 
my  division  was  not  broken  nor  thrown  into  disorder  and  was  con¬ 
stantly  in  advance.  My  losses,  as  stated  by  informal  reports  of  bri¬ 
gade  commanders,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  were  250.  Of  the 
enemy,  3  officers  and  80  men  were  cai>tured,  and  1  gun,  1  caisson,  and 
2  ambulances.  The  reports  received  from  brigade  commanders  indicate 
a  greater  number  of  prisoners  captured,  but  the  above-mentioned  num¬ 
ber  is  all  for  which  my  provost-marshal  has  receipts. 

At  5  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  pursuant  to  instructions 
received  from  the  chief  of  cavalry,  I  marched  my  division  by  the  Mid- 
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die  road  to  Cedar  Creek,  the  advance  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  four 
miles  beyond  and  forming  a  junction  with  the  pickets  of  Torbert’s  cav¬ 
alry  on  the  Strasburg  pike.  Kations  and  forage  were  brought  up  and 
issued.  On  the  21st  moved,  at  5  a.  m.,  to  Lebanon  Church,  where  I 
awaited  orders  until  7.45  a.  m.  Merritt’s  division  was  withdrawn  from 
my  left,  and  I  was  left  alone,  with  instructions  to  move  on  the  Middle 
and  Back  roads  until  stopped  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  keep¬ 
ing  up  my  connection  with  the  right  of  the  infantry  line.  As  there  is 
but  one  road  besides  the  pike  leading  by  Fisher’s  Hill,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  some  blind  lanes,  I  moved  along  the  Back  road  aiid  across  the 
country,  driving  the  enemy’s  outposts  until  a  line  of  rail  and  earth 
breast- works  was  reached,  behind  which  the  enemy  had  a  strong  line 
of  infantry  or  dismounted  men.  I  informed  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  that  cavalry  could  not  carry  the  position  without  co-operative 
movements  of  inhintry,  and  that  an  infantry  corps,  by  hugging  the 
base  of  the  North  Mountain,  might  break  around  the  enemy’s  left  and 
render  his  position  untenable.  The  major-general  commanding  inspected 
the  line  in  person  and  directed  me  to  keep  up  a  strong  show  of  cavalry 
before  it,  which  was  done  until  the  ensuing  morning,  when  I  x)ressed  it 
as  closely  as  possible  with  dismounted  men.  About  3  p.  m.  of  the  22d  a 
division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  attacked  on  the  left  of  my  immediate  front, 
enabling  me  to  carry  the  line,  after  which  the  enemy  was  driven  by 
my  division  about  a  mile  into  his  'main  works.  General  Crook’s  com¬ 
mand  jtassed  along  my  rear  through  a  ravine  to  my  right  and  assaulted 
the  enemy’s  extreme  left  in  conjunction  with  one  of  my  brigades,  which 
leaped  the  Avorks  and  scattered  the  enemy  in  wild  confusion,  ifursuing 
the  fugitives  seven  miles  up  the  Yalley,  while  Crook’s  command  passed 
toAvard  the  center.  The  country  w^as  only  practicable  for  cavalry  along 
the  Back  road;  toward  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  position  it  is  broken 
and  wooded.  The  guerrillas  were  busy  with  Crook’s  rear,  ihcking  up 
his  stragglers,  and  my  remaining  brigade  protected  it,  pursuant  to  a 
request  from  Major-General  Crook,  to  whom  I  had  been  directed  to 
report,  and  guarded  our  own  and  the  captured  artillery,  collecting  pris¬ 
oners  and  property.  The  Second  Brigade  captured  110  prisoners,  175 
horses,  14  Avagons,  8  ambulances,  4  guns,  4  caissons,  and  2  battle-flags. 
This  report  is  made  from  the  verbal  reports  received  at  the  time.  The 
division  was  not  entirely  assembled  at  midnight.  The  sounds  of  battle 
had  died  away  on  my  left  and  rear  with  the  daylight,  and  a  darkness 
succeeded  through  Avhich  it  was  difiicult  to  find  tlie  way.  Trains  of 
ambulances,  ammunition  wagons,  with  guards  and  stragglers,  were 
constantly  coming  up,  requiring  directions  as  to  their  destination.  No 
information  was  received  from  the  left  and  no  instructions  came  from 
the  major-general  commanding  or  any  one  else.  A  staff  officer,  who 
had  been  sent  to  obtain  information,  returned  and  reported  the  oper¬ 
ations  on  the  left  concluded  and  the  army  at  a  halt. 

At  daylight  the  ensuing  morning  I  pushed  on  over  a  rough  country 
road,  sending  scouting  parties  out  to  the  left  to  communicate  with  the 
troops  on  the  pike.  Lieutenant  Wakefield  returned  with  one  of  these 
parties  when  I  AA^as  AA'ithin  six  miles  of  Woodstock,  and  reported  the 
army  was  four  miles  behind.  A  staff  officer  sent  to  Major-General 
Crook  returned  with  the  message  that  I  ^^had  done  exactly  right,”  and 
if  no  orders  had  yet  been  received  by  me  to  move  on.  The  road  Avas 
so  hilly  and  indirect  that  I  was  delayed,  so  that  upon  my  arrival  at 
Wooc\stock  I  found  the  major-general  commanding  already  there. 
Calling  upon  him,  he  informed  me  that  I  had  made  a  mistake  in  not 
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pursuing  the  enemy  the  night  before.  He  did  not  ask  if  I  had  pur¬ 
sued  him  or  seem  to  care  about  knowing  what  had  occupied  me.  I 
replied  that  I  had  received  no  information  or  instructions  from  him.  - 
He  stated  that  he  could  not  find  me.  I  asked  him  if  he  bad  tried,  to 
which  he  made  no  reply,  but  stated  that  the  rebel  army  was  a  perfect 
mob,  which  would  run  away  upon  the  firing  of  a  single  gun,  and  that 
he  desired  me  to  go  and  put  in  my  cavalry.  I  assured  him  that  I  had 
never  hesitated  to  put  it  in  when  there  was  any  chance  for  success.  The 
tone,  manner,  and  words  of  the  major-general  commanding  indicated 
and  implied  dissatisfaction.  I  did  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
rebel  army  was  a  mob.  The  loss  of  his  guns  at  Fisher’s  Hill  had  been 
the  result  of  the  flank  movement,  but  his  loss  in  men  had  been  incon¬ 
siderable,  and  his  troops  had  been  too  well  handled  and  his  stragglers 
too  few  to  justify  in  my  mind  an  opinion  that  he  was  totally  demor¬ 
alized.  I  proceeded  along  the  pike  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  within  two 
miles  of  Mount  Jackson^  where  I  found  the  brigade  of  General  Devin 
engaged  with  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Putting  my  division  in 
action,  the  enemy  was  driven  beyond  the  town.  Major  Lady  and 
several  prisoners  were  captured.  On  the  heights  beyond  the  village 
the  army  of  the  enemy  could  be  plainly  seen  in  bivouac,  while  a  divis¬ 
ion  of  his  infantry  marched  down  and  engaged  me,  opening  five  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  position,  naturally  strong,  had  been  strengthened  by 
artificial  defenses.  The  enemy  was  fully  on  the  alert  and  perfectly 
able  to  hold  the  position  against  five  times  my  force,  and  a  signal 
officer  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  was  moving  a  brigade  or  divis¬ 
ion  around  my  right.  My  left  rested  on  the  river,  and  in  my  rear  was 
an  almost  imxiassable  creek,  across  which  a  detail  from  my  division 
built  a  bridge,  used  by  the  army  the  next  morning.  I  held  my  position 
until  dark,  reporting  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy  to  the 
major-general  commanding.  Placing  a  strong  picket-line  close  to  the 
enemy,  I  moved  my  command  across  the  creek  in  rear,  where  water  and 
forage  could  be  obtained,  and  where  the  command  could  rest  securely 
until  morning,  as  they  had  had  but  little  forage  for  two  days.  At  11 
p.  m.  1  received  the  note  marked  I  from  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing;  shortly  after  the  order  marked  K,  relieving  me  from  duty  with  my 
division. 

I  have  in  the  above  report  introduced  some  details  which  would  have 
been  excluded  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
it  is  written.  An  officer  who  has  served  the  Government  nine  years, 
who  has  suffered  from  wounds  in  battle,  cannot  without  any  assigned 
cause  or  pretext  be  suddenly  relieved  from  the  command  of  a  division 
whose  record  tells  of  nothing  but  success  and  victories  without  having 
his  sensibilities  outraged  and  his  reputation  jeopardized.  It  is  natural 
that  the  War  Department  should  ask  the  wherefore  for  such  action, 
and  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  as  exphcitly  as  possible  the  reasons 
so  far  as  known  to  me.  I  have  evidence  that  it  was  determined  to  re¬ 
lieve  me  in  order  to  make  Brigadier-General  Torbert  chief  of  cavalry 
before  Major-General  Sheridan  assumed  command  of  the  Middle  Mili¬ 
tary  Division.  My  success  at  Moorefield,  achieved  with  an  exhausted 
division  against  twice  its  numbers,  probably  caused  a  hesitation  in  my 
removal.  The  note  of  Major-General  Sheridan,  dated  August  20,  ex¬ 
hibits  his  readiness  to  avail  himself  of  any  pretext  to  censure  me,  and 
his  reply  to  my  explanation  shows  how  completely  his  purpose  was 
baffled.  Major-General  Sheridan  illegally  assumed  the  prerogative 
of  the  Pi-esident  of  the  TJnited.  States  and  ordered  me  to  report  to  a 
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junior  officer  on  the  23d  of  August  without  any  just  cause.  While  I 
had  the  entire  country  on  the  right  flank  of  the  army  to  guard  up  to 
the  19th  of  Sex)tember  and  had  the  orders  of  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  to  attack  the  enemy  whenever  I  had  an  opportunity,  my  suc¬ 
cesses  were  barely  mentioned,  ray  activity  was  covertly  censured,  and 
an  unjust  impression  was  permitted  to  rest  in  the  mind  of  the  General- 
in-Ohief  to  the  extcmt  of  causing  him  to  send  an  optional  order  for  my 
relief.  It  was,  I  believe,  admitted  on  the  19th  of  September,  on  both 
sides,  that  our  cavalry  attack  was  the  key  to  the  victory  which  we  won, 
and  I  think  it  was  obvious  that  the  success  of  that  attack,  as  to  time 
and  place,  was  mainly  attributable  to  the  exertions  of  my  division, 
yet  although  I  was  the  ranking  officer  of  cavalry  making  the  attack 
the  mention  of  my  name  in  the  dispatches  was  studiously  avoided. 
Finally,  the  angry  and  discourteous  note  of  the  23d  was  addressed 
to  me  to  give  the  precext  implied  therein  a  quasi  establishment  in  his¬ 
tory,  and  before  time  was  given  me  to  reply  the  order  was  issued 
which,  trampling  upon  my  record  and  upon  all  military  courtesy  and 
justice,  consigned  me  to  the  ignominy  of  idleness. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brevet  Major-General, 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Kingsbury, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Middle  Military  Division. 

[Inclosure.] 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ko.  4.  )  Harper^s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  8,  1864. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  T.  A.  Torbert,  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  cavalry  for  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division.  Commanders  of  the  Middle,  Susquehanna,  and 
Washington  Departments  will  at  once  render  returns  of  the  cavalry 
force,  and  where  stationed  in  their  respective  departments. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSOKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


A. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Berryville,  August  18,  1864 — 5.30  a.  m. 

^Received  11.30  a.  m.  19th.) 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  our  cavalry  under  General  Torbert  at  Winchester  have  fallen 
back  to  Summit  Point.  The  general  directs  that  you  move  your  com¬ 
mand  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  if  necessary,  and  cover  the 
country  from  Williamsport  to  Sharpsburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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B. 

Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  17 j  1864.  (Received  2.30  a.  m.  18th.) 
[Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Second  Division:] 

General:  Winchester  is  evacuated  to-night.  Fall  hack  toward 
Charlestown.  The  enemy  are  here  in  strong  force. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Torbert: 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

C. 

Headquarters  Middi.e  Military  Division, 

In  the  Field,  August  19,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  a.  m.  20th.) 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell, 

Commandmg  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  if  you  can 
that  you  employ  loyal  citizens  of  Williamsport  and  vicinity  to  give  you 
information  in  the  case  of  an  advance  or  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  cross  the  Potomac.  In  fact,  the  general  rather  desires  that 
the  enemy  should  cross;  all  that  he  wants  is  early  information  of  the 
character  and  number  of  troops  that  iiass  over.  All  citizens  that  you 
may  employ  you  Avill  be  authorized  to  pay  a  fair  compensation  to  for 
the  information  given. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenan  t- Colon  el  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

D. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Shepherdstown,  August  19,  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  3Iiddle  Military  Division: 

Colonel:  I  have  received  orders  from  General  Torbert  regarding 
the  return  of  some  men  of  General  Duffie’s  division,  now  serving  with 
mine,  and  also  requiring  returns,  &c.  As  1  have  received  no  order 
placing  me  under  General  Torbert's  command,  and  as  my  commission 
is  senior  to  his,  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  obey  his  orders  until  I  am 
shown  by  some  law  or  order  that  it  is  proper  that  my  rank  should  be 
ignored.  The  only  general  orders  I  have  received  regarding  the 
organization  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Middle  Military  Division  did  not 
include  the  cavalry  of  the  Deiiartment  of  West  Virginia.  I  trust  that 
you  will  understand  that  my  only  motive  in  declining  to  obey  the  orders 
of  a  junior  is  dictated  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  and  from  no  dis¬ 
respect  to  General  Torbert  or  others.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to 
instruct  me,  if  I  am  wrong,  at  your  earliest  convenience? 

I  inclose  a  return  of  my  command;  the  remounting  and  arming  of  a 
portion  is  going  on  at  Hagerstown.  The  latest  news  I  hear  of  the 
enemy  is  that  he  placed  a  strong  infantry  picket  north  of  Winchester 
last  evening,  upon  the  road  to  Martinsburg.  He  had  also  about  400 
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cavalry  at  that  i)oint.  As  I  have  been  unable  to  hear  anything  of  the 
cavalry  of  Kamsenr  I  apprehend  a  demonstration  upon  onr  flanks  or 
some  other  points  in  West  Virginia.  I  have  sent  some  good  scouts 
upon  that  flank,  and  have  requested  Major-General  Kelley,  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  to  send  scouts  to  Eomney  and  Moorefield.  I  hardly  think  the 
enemy  have  any  business  upon  your  eastern  flank  at  present.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  informed  of  any  news  or  movements.  My  pickets  are 
undisturbed  at  Martinsburg  and  other  points  southwest  of  that  iflace. 
I  have  three  parties  to  ascertain  as  exactly  as  possible  the  force  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Valley,  and  gain  some  indications  of  his  designs. 
Eespectfiilly,  &c., 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL4 

Brujadier- General. 

E. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown,  Va.,  August  23^  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  report 
without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  T.  A.  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry,  Middle 
Military  Division.  All  orders  received  by  you  from  him  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

F. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  the  Field,  August  20,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8  a.  m.  21st.) 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  I  do  not  know  why  you  moved  your  cavalry  from  Shep- 
herdstown.  If  there  was  a  necessity  it  was  not  known  to  me,  and  you 
have  not  informed  me.  Your  own  scouts  report  nothing  at  Martins¬ 
burg  or  for  four  miles  beyond  in  the  direction  of  Winchester.  Eeport 
to  me  at  once  where  you  are  and  why  you  moved  from  Shepherdstown. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAK, 

Alajor- General. 


G. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Fair  Play,  Md.,  Aiigust  21,  1864—7.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 

General:  1  have  received  your  note  of  8.80  p.  m.  yesterday,  stating 
that  I  had  not  informed  you  why  my  cavalry  was  moved  from  Shep- 
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lierdstowii,  &c.  In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  sent  a  report  yes¬ 
terday  morning  of  the  movement  to  you,  and  that  it  was  made  to 
carry  out  your  desires  and  in  compliance  with  instructions  received 
from  you.  There  was  no  necessity  in  the  shape  of  an  enemy,  but  it  Avas 
necessary  that  your  orders  should  be  complied  with.  I  received  infor¬ 
mation  from  you  at  Martinsburg  that  General  Torbert’s  cavalry  had  been 
compelled  to  fall  back  to  Summit  Point,  and  directions  to  fall  back  to 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac  if  necessary,  covering  the  crossings.  I 
awaited  the  necessity,  Avhich  came  in  the  orders  of  the  chief  of  cavalry 
to  fall  back  from  Martinsburg  to  OharlestoAvn,  on  the  way  there  to 
proceed  to  Smithfield,  and  a  few  minutes  after  a  repetition  of  your  order 
to  cov^  the  crossings  of  the  Potomac,  crossing  it  if  necessary,  and  again 
yesterday  morning  an  order  from  you  in  which  these  words  occur:  ‘‘  In 
fact,  the  general  rather  desires  that  the  enemy  should  cross;  all  that  he 
Avants  is  early  information  of  the  character  and  number  of  the  troops 
that  pass  over.”  Now,  in  order  that  the  enemy  might  do  as  you  desired, 
it  was  necessary  that  I  should  cross  to  this  side,  A\diere  the  observa¬ 
tions  you  required  could  be  made.  The  instructions  received  from  your 
headquarters  since  I  was  ordered  to  stop  at  Martinsburg  on  my  way  to 
join  you  have  not  involved  a  chance  to  fight,  but  their  uniform  tenor 
has  been  to  keep  my  division  from  the  front,  and  also  to  give  it  some 
opportunity  to  remount.  The  position  I  now  occupy  at  Fair  Play,  with 
my  pickets  from  Cherry  Eun  to  Antietam  Furnace,  satisfies  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  your  instructions  better  than  any  other  except  Martinsburg, 
which  I  was  directed  to  leave,  and  no  other  place  has  been  designated 
in  your  orders.  The  reports  of  my  own  scouts,  to  which  you  refer,  con¬ 
flicted  with  those  received  from  your  headquarters,  that  4,000  or  5,000 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  moving  in  my  direction.  The  remounting 
of  my  division  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as  horses  can  be  procured.  I 
have  yet  over  600  dismounted  men.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  there 
should  be  any  misunderstanding  regarding  the  position  of  my  division, 
as  my  only  desire  is  to  do  Avith  it  the  greatest  possible  good  to  the  cause 
and  render  the  most  assistance  to  you. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYEEELL, 

Brigadier- QeneraJ. 

H. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

September  4,  J864 — 4.20  • 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  General  Torbert  came  back  from  the  Front  Eoyal  pike 
last  night ;  reports  that  no  rebel  troops  have  left  the  Yalley.  Last  night 
Kershaw  attacked  Crook  on  tlie  Berryville  pike  about  dark,  and  was 
handsomely  repulsed,  some  360  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  The 
enemy’s  force  appear  this  evening  to  be  concentrated  at  or  about  the 
Berryville  ford  of  the  Opequon.  I  want  you  to  cover  The  Smithfield 
road  from  Bunker  Hill,  if  possible,  and  to  push  up  the  Yalley  so  far  as 
it  is  prudent.  Whenever  you  haA^e  an  opportunity  attack  the  enemy. 
Yery  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General.!  Commanding. 
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I. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Woo fl stocky  1y/.,  Septemher  23^  1364. 

Brevet  Major-General  Averell: 

Aoiir  report  and  report  of  signal  officer  received.  I  do  not  want 
you  to  let  the  enemy  bluff  you  or  your  command,  and  I  want  you  to 
distinctly  understand  this  note.  1  do  not  advise  rashness,  but  I  do 
desire  resolution  and  actual  fighting,  with  necessary  casualties,  before 
you  retire.  There  must  now  be  no  backing  or  filling  by  you,  without  a 
superior  force  of  The  enemy  actually  engaging  you. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDANT, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 

K. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

]S[o.  41.  ]  ISeptemher  23,  1864. 

I.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  commanding  Second  Cavalry 
Division,  Department  of  West  Yirginia,  is  relieved  from  duty  with  that 
command  and  will  at  once  proceed  to  Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  there  to  await 
orders  from  these  headquarters  or  higher  authority.  General  Averell 
will  only  take  with  him  his  personal  staff*.  Col.  William  H.  Powell, 
Second  West  Yirginia  Cavalry,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  West  Yirginia,  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

C.  KINGSBURY,  jR., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

ADDENDA. 

General  Orders,  i  Hdqrs.  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

[  Department  of  West  Yirginia, 

No.  22.  )  In  the  Field,  August  9,  1864. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  congratulates  tlie  officers  and 
men  of  the  division  upon  the  brilliant  success  achiev-ed  by  their  valor  at 
Moorefield  oii  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant.  A  boastful  enemy  of 
double  your  numbers  was  completely  routed,  many  killed,  his  artillery 
captured,  with  three  battle-flags  and  over  400  prisoners.  But  with  our 
exultations  is  mingled  a  profound  grief  at  tlie  loss  of  Major  Conger, 
Third  West  Yirginia  Cavalry,  who  found  death  as  he  had  always 
Avished,  in  the  front  of  battle,  with  heart  and  hand  intent  upon  the 
doing  of  his  duty.  Brave,  steadfast,  and  modest;  when  he  fell  this 
command  lost  one  of  its  best  soldiers,  and  his  regiment  and  general  a 
friend.  The  men  who  followed  Iiiin  in  the  charge  will  never  forget  liis 
glorious  example  or  that  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Clark,  who  fell  by 
his  side.  The  thanks  of  the  division  are  given  to  Col.  W.  H.  Powell 
and  Major  Gibson,  commanding  brigades,  for  the  irresistible  elan  with 
which  they  led  their  men  against  the  enemy.  The  conduct  of  Captain 
Kerr,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  the  daring  with  which  he 
penetrated  the  enemy’s  lines  of  battle,  taking  a  battle-flag  from  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  his  dash  after  the  rebel  commander,  is  worthy  of  our  highest 
admiration;  with  his  horse  killed  under  him  and  a  severe  wound  in  the 
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head,  that  he  escaped  death  or  capture,  is  due  to  the  devoted  heroism 
of  the  men  who  followed  him.  The  steady  and  rapid  advance  of  the 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  Eighth  Ohio,  First  and  Third  Virginia 
Cavalry  (the  Second  Virginia  being  held  in  reserve),  and  the  brilliant 
charge  of  the  First  Kew  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  repeated  the  lesson  that 
the  enemy  cannot  stand  before  our  united  and  determined  efforts. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell : 

WILL  EUMSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  152. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Poivelf  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Division  (Army  of  West  Yirginia),  of  operations  September 
24-October  27  and  November  12. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

♦  Front  Royal,  Va.,  October  27,  1864, 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  37,  headquarters  Cav¬ 
alry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
De[)artment  of  West  Virginia,  since  the  24th  day  of  September,  1864, 
at  which  time,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  current  series, 
from  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division,  I  assumed  command  of 
the  division,  composed  of  two  brigades  and  one  four-gun  battery  (Battery 
L,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  G.  V.  Weir),  the  First 
Brigade  consisting  of  Eighth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Fourteenth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cavalry ;  and  Second  Brigade  consisting  of  the  First,  Second, 
and  Third  West  Virginia  Cavalry  Eegiments  and  First  New  York  (Lin- 
€oln)  Cavalry  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Col.  H.  Capehart,  First  Eegiment 
West  Virginia  Cavalry.  The  entire  staff'  of  Brevet  Major-General 
Averell  (whom  I  relieved),  with  the  exception  of  surgeon-in-chief.  Doctor 
Wynne,  surgeon  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  accompanied  the 
general  (and  are  still  absent),  taking  with  them  the  papers,  books,  &c. 
(all  recoids  of  the  division),  by  which  I  have  suffered  much  inconven¬ 
ience  in  furnishing  necessary  reports.  At  the  time  I  assumed  command 
of  the  division  the  strength  present  of  it  was  101  commissioned  officers, 
and  2,186  enlisted  men;  present  and  absent,  276  commissioned  officers, 
and  6,950  enlisted  men: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division  I 
moved  the  command  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1864,  at  11a.  m., 
from  the  Valley  pike  across  to  the  Middle  road  leading  through  Forest 
Hill  and  Broadway  to  Harrisonburg.  My  advance  met  the  enemy’s 
pickets  one  mile  north  of  Forest  Hill,  drove  them  beyond  Forest  Hill  a 
short  distance,  when  the  enemy  formed  line  of  battle,  which,  not  being 
very  strong,  was  soon  broken  and  he  driven  in  confusion.  From  the 
citizens  and  prisoners  taken  at  Forest  Hill  I  learned  that  the  force  on 
my  front  was  composed  of  the  commands — cavalry — of  Generals  Im- 
boden,  Johnson,  and  McCausland.  I  drove  them  rapidly  before  me  to 
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within  four  miles  of  Harrisonburg.  Camped  the  command  three  miles 
south  of  Broadway.  The  enemy’s  loss  during  the  day  was  15  killed, 
18  prisoners,  14  wagons,  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition.  My  loss 
was  one  man  slightly  wounded.  September  25,  broke  camp  at  8.30 
a.  m.  Movements  detained  awaiting  return  of  squadron  sent  to  Major- 
General  Sheridan’s  headquarters  the  evening  previous  to  open  com¬ 
munication. '  Found  no  enemy  on  the  road  to  HarrisoTiburg,  which 
point  I  reached  at  noon.  After  a  halt  of  two  hours  to  feed  moved  out 
to  and  beyond  Mount  Crawford,  camping  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river.  September  26,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Cav¬ 
alry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division,  moved  at  daylight  across  the 
Valley  to  Middle  Eiver;  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  100  strong; 
drove  them  across  toward  Brown’s  Gap;  thence  moved  in  accordance 
with  orders  in  the  direction  of  Staunton.  On  reaching  Piedmont  I  w  as 
overtaken  by  a  staff  officer  from  Brigadier-Generul  Merritt’s  headquar¬ 
ters,  Port  Eepublic,  Va.,  with  a  request  from  General  M.  for  my  imme¬ 
diate  return  to  Wej^er’s  Cave,  near  Brown’s  Gap,  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  the  capture  of  General  Early’s  train.  Having  received  informa¬ 
tion  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Staunton  I  returned  with  my  com¬ 
mand  at  once,  in  compliance  with  General  M.’s  request;  and  on  my 
arrival  at  Weyer’s  Cave,  three  miles  west  of  Brown’s  Gaj),  ordered  my 
command  across  the  South  Eiver,  prepared  for  and  immediately  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  the  only  force  that  could  be  seen  at  that 
time.  This  was  driven  back  with  but  little  delay.  The  enemy  at  once 
pushed  forward  his  infantry  and  opened  his  artillery  vigorously  upon 
my  advance,  Avhich,  together  with  the  dense  forest  and  underbrush, 
precluded  the  lAOSsibility  of  a  farther  advance  of  my  main  line,  which 
was  then  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  Avest  side  of  the  river,  leaving  my 
skirmish  line  confronting  the  enemy’s  during  the  night. 

September  27,  at  the  request  of  General  JMerritt  I  again  threw  my 
command  across  the  South  Eiver,  except  the  Second  Virginia  Cavalry, 
which  was  ordered  into  position  on  the  front  of  my  camp,  and  two 
squadrons  left  in  camp  to  guard  train,  &c.  At  the  moment  1  Avas 
about  to  order  the  advance  of  my  line  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  caAmlry,  with  one 
brigade  of  infantry  and  one  battery,  made  an  attack  on  the  front  of  my 
camp,  where  the  Second  Virginia  Cavalry  was  formed.  The  first  inti¬ 
mation  I  had  of  the  whereabouts  of  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  command  was  the 
opening  of  his  artillery,  he  having  crossed  the  South  EiAW  about  two 
miles  above  my  camp  at  the  same  time  that  my  command  crossed  at 
Weyer’s  Cave  to  attack.  I  changed  front  immediately,  ordered  train 
to  the  re^r,  changed  position  of  my  battery,  and  opened  vigorously  on 
the  enemy,  who,  in  his  superiority  of  strength,  was  driving  the  Second 
Virginia  Cavalry.  His  line  Avas  soon  checked  and  held  until  my  main 
body  had  recrossed  tbe  South  [Eiver]  and  formed,  Avhen  my  line  advanced 
and  charged  the  enemy,  driving  him  back  rapidly,  thereby  relieving 
Brigadier-General  Custer  (Avith  a  small  escort),  Avho  Avas  on  his  way  from 
Staunton  to  take  command  of  my  division.  In  the  meantime  a  heavy 
column  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  moved  out  from  BroAvn’s  Gap, 
and  Avas  preparing  to  atta(;k  my  lelt  flank  and  cut  off  my  retreat,  Avhicli, 
hoAvever,  I  xuevented  by  fallii  g  back  slowly  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Eepublic,  keeping  my  command  well  in  hand  for  any  emergency,  being 
followed  up  closely  by  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  command  and  the  main  for(^e  of  the 
enemy,  avIio  crossed  the  l  iver  at  the  ford  near  Weyer’s  Cave.  On  arriA^- 
ing  at  North  EiA^er  the  main  body  of  my  command  crossed  at  the  ford 
one  mile  above  Port  Eepublic,  Aviiich  was  covered  by  a  strong  skirmish 
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line  thrown  out  from  my  own  command,  having  received  no  support 
from  any  other  source.  After  the  command  had  crossed  the  river  it 
was  moved  off  to  Cross  Keys  in  good  order,  though  under  a  terrific  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  artillery  which  was  put  in  position  on  tlie  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  I  then  turned  the  command  over  to  Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral  Custer,  who  had  been  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  division. 
September  29,  the  division  under  command  of  General  Custer,  moved 
from  Cross  Keys  to  Mount  Sidney,  covering  the  country  lying  between 
the  roads  via  Weyer’s  Cave  to  Piedmont  and  Mount  Sidney,  under 
orders  to  collect  and  drive  off  all  stock,  horses,  &c.,  and  to  destroy  all 
forage,  grain,  and  flouring  mills,  returning  to  Mount  Crawford  on  the 
main  pike  under  same  orders,  where  in  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps  the 
division  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  Brigadier- 
General  Custer  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  division  and 
ordered  to  assume  command  of  Tliird  Cavalry  Division,  and  I  was 
again  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  division  and  to  report  to  Brevet 
Major  General  Torbert  at  Harrisonburg,  Va.  1  moved  the  command 
to  near  Harrisonburg  and  camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  October  I  moved  the  division,  by  order 
of  General  Torbert,  on  the  Port  Eepublic  road  down  Page  Yalley  to 
Luray,  driving  off*  all  stock  of  every  description,  destroying  all  grain, 
burningmills,  blast  furnaces,  distilleries,  tanneries,  and  all  forage,  reach¬ 
ing  Luray  on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  where  the  division  remained  until 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  subsisting  entirely  upon  the  enemy.  October 
3,  I  sent  a  reconnoitering  party  up  into  Blue  Eidge  Mountains,  sur¬ 
prised  a  party  of  bushwhackers,  destroyed  their  rendezvous,  capturing 
2  prisoners,  10  wagons  (loaded  witli  idunder  of  every  description), 
medical  supplies  to  the  value  of  $5,000,  horses,  mules,  &c.,  and  sent 
one  bushwhacker  to  his  long  home.  Sent  scouting  party  through  Thorn¬ 
ton’s  [Gap]  to  Sperry ville  j  found  all  quiet  at  that  point.  October  4,  had 
two  bushwhackers  shot  to  death  in  retaliation  for  the  murder  of  a 
soldier  belonging  to  my  command  by  a  bushwhacker,  the  soldier  hav¬ 
ing  been  found  by  my  command  with  his  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear. 
October  5,  sent  Major  Farabee,  First  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  in  com¬ 
mand  of  a  detachment  of  300  men,  through  Thornton’s  Gai)to  Eapidan 
railroad  bridge,  who  rejoined  the  column  .on  the  7th  on  the  road  to 
Front  Eoyal,  reporting  the  entire  destruction  of  the  bridge  by  cutting 
down,  the  timber  being  so  green  that  it  would  not  burn,  and  the 
capture  of  1  lieutenant  and  8  men  and  horses;  no  organized  force 
of  the  enemy  seen  on  his  route.  October  6,  destroyed  tannery,  the 
property  of  Peter  Borsk,  of  Luray,  used  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
rebel  army.  Unfinished  leather  to  the  value  of  about  $81)0,000  was 
destroyed  here.  October  7,  moved  the  division  down  the  Luray  Y alley 
to  Front  Eoyal.  October  11,  moved  the  division,  under  orders  from 
Brevet  Major-General  Torbert,  through  Chester  Gap,  Flint  Hill,  Gaines’ 
Cross-Eoads,  and  Little  Washington,  to  Sperry  ville ;  sent  detachment 
to  Thornton’s  Gap;  captured  General  Eosser’s  picket  post  in  the  gap; 
found  no  enemy  at  Sperryville.  On  my  arrival  at  Sperry  ville  I  learned 
of  the  movements  of  McCausland’s  cavalry  command  in  the  direction 
of  Amissville  to  form  a  junction  with  Mosby’s  guerrillas  (some  400 
strong,  with  four  ifieces  artillery),  with  a  view  to  making  an  attack 
ui)on  tlie  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  at  Salem.  As  soon  as  the  command 
was  fed  I  moved  across  to  Amissville,  via  Little  Washington  and 
Gaines’  Cross-Eoads,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off*  his  retreat  and 
following  him  up.  On  my  arrival  at  Amissville,  at  6.30  a.  m.  of  the  12th, 
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I  learned  that  McCausland’s  command  passed  through  Amissville  at  a 
very  rapid  speed  in  the  direction  of  Madison  Court-House  at  4  o’clock 
that  a.  m.,  having  heard  of  my  movements  on  the  evening  of  the  11th. 
Having  no  artillery,  he  was  enabled  to  move  much  more  rapidly  than  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  move  my  division.  Being  surrounded  at  all 
times  by  small  squads  of  guerrillas  watching  opportunities  to  dash 
ux^on  small  x>arties,  I  deemed  it  impracticable  to  allow  my  command  to 
become  sex)arated  or  scattered.  I  then  moved  the  command  to  Flint 
Hill,  collecting  and  driving  off  all  stock  that  could  be  found  on  our 
route  to  that  j^oint. 

October  13,  liaving  learned  of  the  willful  and  cold-blooded  murder  of 
a  U.  S.  soldier  by  two  men  (Chancellor  and  Myers,  members  of  Mosby’s 
gang  of  cut-throats  and  robbers),  some  two  miles  from  my  camp  a  few 
days  iwevious,  I  ordered  the  execution  of  one  of  Mosby’s  gang  whom  I 
had  captured  the  day  x)revious  at  Gaines’  Cross-Eoads,  and  placing 
the  xdacard  on  his  breast  with  the  following  inscription :  “A.  C.  Willis, 
member  of  Company  C,  Mosby’s  command,  hanged  by  the  neck  in  re- 
taliatiou  for  the  murder  of  a  U.  S.  soldier  by  Messrs.  Chancellor  and 
Myers.”  I  also  sent  a  detachment,  under  command  of  Captain  Howe, 
First  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Avith  orders  to  destroy  the  residence,  barn, 
and  all  buildings  and  forage,  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Chancellor,  and 
to  drive  off  all  stock  of  every  description,  which  orders  were  x^romptly 
carried  out. 

October  19,  all  quiet  on  my  front  since  the  13th.  At  daylight  this  a. 
m.  I  heard  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  tiring  on  my  right.  Held  my 
command  well  in  hand  for  any  emergency.  At  8  a.  m.  received  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  First  Brigade,  stationed  on  my 
right  at  Buckton  Ford,  that  he  was  moving  back  toward  Middletown, 
but  gaA^e  no  reason  for  doing  so.  At  9  a.  m.  Caxffaiii  Berry,  of  Major- 
General  Torbcrt’s  staff,  reached  my  headquarters  with  verbal  orders 
to  fall  back  at  once,  stating  that  the  enemy  was  between  me  and  our 
main  force  and  some  three  miles  in  iny  rear,  on  my  right.  I  moved 
back  sloAvly  on  the  Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  pike.  On  my  leaving 
Guard  Hill  the  enemy  charged  my  picket-line  at  South  Branch  Ford, 
but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  four  men  killed.  The  enemy’s  force 
on  my  rear  following  at  a  respectful  distance  was  said  to  be  Lomax’s, 
Imboden’s,  Johnson’s,  and  McCausland’s  cavalry,  3,000  strong.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  cross-roads  leading  to  Winchester,  White  Post,  and 
Newtown  I  formed  line  of  battle,  with  a  view  to  attacking  the  enemy 
on  his  approach.  From  this  position  and  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy  I  was  ordered  by  General  Torbert  to  join  him  at  once,  Avhich  I 
did  by  moving  across  to  Newtown,  where  I  remained  awaiting  orders. 
Having  disx)atched  General  T.  tlie  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  x^ike,  I  Avas  ordered  to  moA^e  my  command 
back  to  the  cross-roads  and  x^i'^vent  the  advance  of  the  enemy  to 
W  inchester.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  moved  my  command  for- 
Avard  to  Cedarville  and  learned  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  to  Mil¬ 
ford.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  I  ordered  Maj(^’  Gibson,  with  de- 
tactiment  of  300  men,  u])  the  Luray  Valley  towara  Milford.  He  met 
the  enemy’s  picket  at  Bentonville,  charged  his  reserve,  and  drove  him 
across  Milford  Creek;  found  him  in  strong  force  and  in  his  fortifica¬ 
tions.  On  his  return  to  camp  found  Colonel  Dunn’s  (rebel)  battle-flag 
at  the  x>icket-post  from  whence  he  had  drwen  him.  The  road  being 
strongly  barricaded  xwevented  the  caxffure  of  any  prisoners.  On  the 
evening  of  the  23d  1  ordered  Col.  H.  Caxiehart,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  with  detachment  of  500  men,  on  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direc- 
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tion  of  Milford;  found  tbe  enemy’s  pickets  at  Bentoindlle,  drove  them 
in,  cliarged  the  reserve,  and  drove  everythin across  Miliord  Creek; 
found  the  enemy  still  occupying'  his  works.  After  a  brisk  and  spirited 
but  fruitless  attempt  to  dislodge  him,  fell  back  to  Allen’s  Cross-Koads. 

On  the  evening  of  tlie  25th  I  collected  everything  I  had  in  camp 
but  a  light  camp  guard  and  moved  to  that  point.  On  the  morning  of 
the  2Gth  I  moved  my  whole  command  (effective  strength,  70  officers 
and  1,()‘>3  enlisted  men)  to  the  north  side  of  Milford  Creek,  attacked 
the  enemy  in  his  woi  ks  at  daylight,  made  such  disposition  of  my  force 
as  to  attack  him  on  his  right  flank  and  front,  supporting  the  attack  by 
a  vigorous  fire  from  my  artillery;  did  severe  damage  to  the  enemy’s 
works,  but  failed  to  dislodge  him  for  want  of  adequate  force  covering 
his  entire  line  of  fortifications.  I  kept  him  closely  holed  during  the 
day,  having  received  dispatch  from  General  Torbert  that  Colonel  Kidd’s 
brigade  had  been  sent  up  the  Powell’s  Big  Port  Valley  passage  to 
co-operate  with  me  by  striking  the  enemy’s  rear.  I  held  the  enemy  in 
his  works  aAvaiting  report  from  Colonel  Kidd,  which  I  received  by 
Captain  Warner  about  12.30  p.  m.,  stating  that  Colonel  K.  had  been 
misled,  lost  the  road,  and  when  he  (Captain  W.)  left  Colonel  K.’s  com¬ 
mand,  it  was  at  least  three  miles  north  of  McCoy’s  Ford,  and  about 
moving  up  into  the  mountain  to  open  communication  with  me  by  sig¬ 
nal.  Later  in  the  day  I  received  Colonel  K.’s  second  dispatch,  saying 
that  he  had  been  ordered  to  reach  the  flank  or  rear  of  the  enemy  on 
my  front,  that  he  found  the  pass  so  obstructed  that  he  could  not  reach 
me  in  time  to  accomplish  anything,  and  had  gone  back  to  camp.  In 
obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  I  returned  with 
my  command  to  Guard  Hill  at  10  p.  m.  20th.  On  my  leaving  Milf  trd 
the  enemy  developed  his  Avhole  force  in  his  works,  but  did  not  follow 
my  command. 

The  country  through  Avhich  I  have  passed  and  in  which  I  have  oper¬ 
ated  has  been  left  in  such  a  condition  as  to  barely  leave  subsistence  for 
the  inhabitants.  The  property  destroyed,  viz,  grain,  forage,  flouring 
mills,  tanneries,  blast  furnaces,  &c.,  and  stock  driven  oif,  has  inflicted 
a  severe  blow  on  the  enemy.  The  money  value  of  this  property  could 
not  have  been  less  than  $3,000,000.  There  is  still  considerable  forage 
and  stock  in  the  valley,  east  of  the  Blue  Bidge,  adjacent  to  the  head¬ 
waters  of  the  Bapiiahannock. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  present  brigade  commanders.  Cols.  H. 
Capehart,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  A.  8.  Moore,  Eighth  Ohio  Vol¬ 
unteer  CaA'alry,  for  their  cheerful  obedience  and  promptness  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders;  and  especially  are  my  thanks  due  to  the  sol¬ 
diery  in  the  division,  who  have  been  called  upon  to  labor  incessantly 
since  the  1st  of  May,  often  barefooted,  bareheaded,  aud  ragged  and 
lousy  for  lack  of  clothing  and  time  to  keep  themselves  clean,  all  of 
Avhich  has  been  borne  by  them  without  a  murmur. 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  operations  of  my  com¬ 
mand,  sim  e  under  my  immediate  control,  I  have  endeavored  to  execute 
all  orders  from  headquarters  promptly  and  to  the  letter,  fearless  and 
regardless  of  rebel^consequences.  On  the  5th  and  13th  instant  it 
became  my  duty,  though  painful  and  repugnant  to  my  oavu  feelings,  to 
order  the  execution  of  three  Confederate  bushwhackers,  in  retaliation 
for  two  Union  soldiers  murdered  by  guerrillas,  believing  it  to  be  the 
only  means  of  ])rotection  to  our  soldiers  against  the  oi)erations  of  all 
such  illegal  and  outhnved  bands  of  horse-thieves  and  murderers, 
recognized  and  supported  by  rebel  authorities,  for  which  I  have  been 
threatened  by  the  Bichmond  press.  But  by  this  I  cannot  be  intimi- 
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dated  in  tbe  discharge  of  piy  duties  under  orders.  And  T  wish  it  dis¬ 
tinctly  understood  by  the  rebel  authorities  that  if  two  to  one  is  not 
sufficient  I  will  increase  it  to  twenty-two  to  one^  and  leave  the  conse¬ 
quences  in  the  hands  of  my  Government. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  W.  H.  POWELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  William  Kussell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps,  Mid.  Mil.  Biv. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

DePARTMI  NT  OF  W^EST  VIRGINIA, 

Front  Royal,  Va.,  October  27,  1864. 

Major:  I  returned  to  camp  at  10  p.  m.  yesterday.  Fought  the 
enemy  vigorously  from  0  a.  m.  until  2  p.  m. ;  found  his  works  lengthened 
and  strengthened.  His  line  of  works  is  fully  one  mile  in  length,  from 
which  he  cannot  be  driven  by  an  attack  on  his  front  alone.  1  made  an 
attempt  to  turn  his  right  by  sending  all  the  force  I  could  spare  from 
my  front  and  rear;  dismounted,  gained  his  flank,  and  at  the  same  time 
opened  iny  guns  vigoiously  on  his  right  and  attacked  his  front,  but 
found  my  force  too  weak.  With  the  co  operation  of  Colonel  Kidd’s 
brigade  on  the  enemy’s  rear  1  am  confident  I  could  have  carried  his 
works  and  ])unished  him  severely.  Colonel  Kidd’s  command  was  near 
McCoy’s  Ford  between  the  hours  of  10  a.  in.  and  12  m.  yesterday,  so 
reported  to  me  by  Captain  Warner,  of  his  command.  Why  he  did  not 
report  is  as  yet  unexplained  to  me,  as  he  could  have  marched  his 
brigade,  via  the  cross-roads  to  Milford,  and  have  reached  me  at  1  p.  m. 
(as  did  Ca])tain  Warmw  with  his  escort),  and  from  that  i)oint  reached 
the  enemy’s  rear  at  2.30  p.  m.,  giving  us  ample  time  for  the  attack.  I 
learned  from  a  reliable  source  that  General  Lomax  was  in  command; 
that  he  had  seven  brigades  of  cavalry,  stnmgth  said  to  be  b(*tween 
3,000  and  5,000  men.  J  saw  no  artillery.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
infantry  near  him.  His  entire  line  of  fortifications  was  well  filled  with, 
1  think,  dismounted  cavalry.  Lieutenant  W^eir  served  his  battery  well; 
smashed  up  considerable  of  the  enemy’s  works  and  the  rebel  head¬ 
quarters;  killed  and  wounded  several.  My  loss  is  six  men  wounded. 
1  was  unable  to  get  any  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
from  Luray  Valley  or  elsewhere,  except  citizens  report  that  his  cavalry 
is  nearly  all  in  the  valley  between  Milford  and  Luray.  I  think  all 
there  is  of  it  in  the  Luray  Valley  was  on  my  front  yesterday. 

Why  is  it  that  my  ordnance  train  was  stopped  at  Winchester  last 
Saturday  night  and  kept  there?  The  train  system  of  my  division  is 
certainly  in  bad  shape,  from  which  1  will  always  have  trouble  until  my 
quartermaster  has  ])ossession  of  it  to  a-certain  extent,  if  not  entire.  I 
understand  reflections  have  been  cast  upon  my  quartermaster  by  some 
one  at  cavalry  headquarters,  for  my  not  having  received  clothing,  &c. 
1  know  him  well,  and  know  he  is  capable,  and  is  doing  all  he  has  the 
means  to  do  with. 

1  will  send  in  my  official  re])ort  of  operations  this  evening,  and  will 
have  tijl  other  reports  forwarded  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  POWELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  William  Eussell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps,  Mid.  Mil.  Biv. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

November  17,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  lionor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  my  command  on  the  12th  instant,  in  an  engagement  with  rebel 
Major-General  Lomax’s  division,  on  the  Winchester  and  Front  Eoyal 
pike,  near  ISIineveh,  Va. : 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Mili¬ 
tary  Division,  I  moved  my  command  at  daylight  of  the  12th  Iroin  camp 
at  Parkins’  Mills,  on  Winchester  and  Front  Eoyal  pike,  moving  in  the 
direction  of  Front  Eoyal,  and  to  the  crossing  of  the  road  leading  from 
JS'ewtown,  Va.,  to  White  Post.  Before  arriving  at  this  point  orders 
reached  me  from  Major-General  Torbert  (by  Captain  Martindale)  to  send 
one  brigade  on  a  reconnaissance  toward  Cedarville.  On  my  arrival  at 
the  cross-roads  I  sent  my  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  William 
B.  Tibbits,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  immediately  lorwarcl  on 
the  reconnaissance.  Soon  after  Colonel  Tibbits  had  moved  out  I  again 
received  orders  from  chief  of  cavalry  (by  Captain  Eeno)  to  move  my 
whole  command  to  Nineveh,  and  thence  across  the  country  to  Middle- 
town.  On  my  arrival  at  Nineveh,  while  in  the  execution  of  the  latter 
order,  I  found  Colonel  Tibbits  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  the  village.  I  moved  Second  Brigade  forward  at  once  to 
his  support,  and  learned  from  him  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  back 
to  under  cover  of  his  guns.  Colonel  Tibbits  was  then  falling  back,  in 
compliance  with  my  orders  to  move  across  to  Middletown.  While 
forming  my  division  for  a  charge,  the  enemy  charged  my  advance.  I 
moved  my  whole  line  forward  at  once  with  drawn  sabers  (having  the 
lines  well  supported  on  each  flank  and  the  center),  charged  the  enemy, 
broke  his  lines,  and  drove  him  in  great  confu>i()n  beyond  Front  Eoyal 
and  pursued  him  so  closely  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  rallying 
or  reforming  his  lines.  The  close  of  the  day  jire vented  farther  pursuit. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  throughout  the  entire 
command  was  most  gallant — seldom  equaled,  rarely  excelled. 

The  enemy’s  force  consisted  of  the  Fourteenth,  Sixteenth,  Seven¬ 
teenth,  Twenty-first,  and  Twenty-second  Eegiments  of  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry,  Sixty- second  Eegiment  Mounted  Infantry,  and  Lurty’s  battery — 
two  guns.  My  command  was  composed  of  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Twenty-first  New  York 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  William  B.  Tibbits  (First  Brigade),  and 
the  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  First  New 
York  Cavalry  (Second  Brigade),  commanded  by  Col.  H.  Capehart,  First 
Virginia  Cavalry. 

The  enemy’s  loss  was  20  killed,  35  wounded,  and  161  prisoners, 
including  19  commissioned  officers  (jirisoners),  from  the  grade  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  down.  Among  the  enemy’s  killed  was  Colonel  Ead- 
ford,  of  the  Twenty-second  Virginia  Cavalry,  a  major  on  General 
Early’s  staff,  and  a  captain  on  McCausland’s  staff.  I  captured  of 
the  enemy  2  pieces  artillery  (all  he  bad),  2  caissons,  2  wagons  and  1 
ambulance,  and  50  horses,  and  2  battle-flags.  I  was  obliged  to  destroy, 
for  want  of  means  to  bring  from  the  field,  one  of  the  caissons,  one 
wagon  loaded  with  ammunition,  and  the  ambulance.  The  enemy  had 
strewn  the  ground  with  small-arms  in  his  flight 5  these  were  broken  up 
as  far  as  pracficable. 

The  prisoners  reported  that  General  McCausland  was  slightly 
wounded,  and  escaped  by  taking  to  the  woods.  My  own  loss  was  1 
commissioned  officer  and  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  15  enlisted  men 
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wouuded.  Among  the  killed  was  Capt.  li.  G.  Prendergast,  acting  pro¬ 
vost-marshal  on  my  staff.  I  brought  the  wounded  of  my  command 
and  most  of  the  enemy’s  wounded  off' the  field,  and  returning  reached 
camp  at  Parkins’  Mills  at  9.30  p.  m.  same  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  POWELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


[Maj.  William  Kussell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutayit-  General.] 


Xo.  153. 


Keport  of  Col.  James  M.  Behoonmakerj  Fourteenth  Fennsylvania  Cav¬ 
alry,  eommanding  First  Brigade^  of  operations  Septemher  ^8. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Canqy  near  Cross  Keys,  Fu.,  September  28j  1864 — 8.10  p.  m. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  this  moment 
returned  from  the  reconnaissance  ordered,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
folio  wi  n  g  report : 

I  crossed  the  river  with  two  regiments  (Twenty-second  Pennsylvania 
and  Eighth  Ohio),  and  proceeded  witliout  any  molestation  to  the  road 
which  leads  from  Brown’s  Gap  to  the  Piedmont  road  and  to  the  ground 
occupied  by  this  division  when  it  was  attacked  yesterday,  sending 
strong  patrols  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Brown’s  Gap,  and  on  the  Pied¬ 
mont  l  oad  to  near  the  Staunton  pike  and  to  Piedmont.  From  informa¬ 
tion  carefully  gleaned  I  learned  that  the  enemy’s  force  left  the  river 
this  morning  at  10  a.  m.  Their  force  consisted  of  one  brigade  of  in¬ 
fantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  battery  (four  pieces)  horse  artillery. 
They  retired  to  the  cross-roads  and  thence  in  rear  of  the  army  through 
Piedmont.  The  rebel  army  moved  last  night  in  the  following  order : 
Bodes’  old  division,  with  the  entire  train,  moved  up  this  side  of  the 
Blue  Eidg’^e  in  the  direction  of  Eockfish  Gap;  the  remainder  of  the 
infantry  and  artillery  moved  past  Weyer’s  Cave,  through  Piedmont 
and  Mount  Meridian,  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad;  the  cavalry 
moved  yesterday  from  Brown’s  Gap  in  the  direction  of  Charlottesville, 
and  a  man  who  passed  over  the  road  states  that  they  were  scattered 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  twenty-two  miles.  Early  in  person  went 
Avitli  Eodes’  division  and  the  train.  At  the  house  where  he  made  his 
headquarters  last  night  they  reported  him  beastly  intoxicated  all  night. 
Kershaw’s  division  is  shoeless,  and  a  large  number  of  the  infantry  with¬ 
out  arms.  While  on  the  hill  above  Weyer’s  Cave  I  could  distinctly 
hear  artillery  firing  in  the  direction  of  Staunton,  and  citizens  report 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Eockfish  Gap  this  a.  m.  Nothing  has 
passed  through  Brown’s  Gai).  Citizens  state  that  Early  was  censured 
from  Eichmond  for  placing  his  command  in  the  mountain  region  and 
leaving  Staunton  and  the  V alley  open .  I  tried  to  capture  some  prisoners, 
l)ut  the  only  squad  I  saw  flew  like  sheep  in  all  directions.  My  com¬ 
mand  is  upon  the  same  ground  occupied  during  the  day,  and  pickets 
out  as  ordered. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKEE, 

^  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Custer. 

(Through  Captain  Prendergast,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general.) 
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No.  154. 

Report  of  Lieuts.  Albert  G.  Hague  and  John  H.  Nesmith,  Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania,  Cavalry,  of  operations  October  3. 


Guard  Hill,  Va.,  October  9,  1864. 
Captain:  We  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  con¬ 
cerning  the  capture  of  part  of  the  picket-post,  commanded  by  Captain 
Jackson,  at  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  Itiver  near  Mount  Jackson, 
Va.,  on  Monday  morning,  October  3,  1864: 

The  picket-post  was  taken  by  surprise  about  4  a.  m.  Captain  Jack- 
son,  of  Company  F,  and  First  Lieutenant  Murphy,  of  Company  G,  with 
forty-two  men,  were  captured;  six  men  wereAvounded — four  men  of  the 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  two  infantrymen  who  staid  with 
us  over  night  (infantry  stragglers  froip  train).  Lieutenant  Hague,  Avith 
nine  men,  escaped  by  way  of  bridge  under  cover  of  darkness  to  picket- 
post  on  the  road;  Lieutenant  Nesmith,  with  three  inen.  escaped  to 
picket-post  toward  New  Market,  and  finding  his  retreat  cut  off  toward 
New  Market  crossed  the  river  at  the  bridge  after  daylight  and  joined 
Lieutenant  Hague  at  Edenburg,  where  we  found  we  had  forty  men  left 
of  the  command;  since  we  have  ascertained,  by  one  of  our  men  who  Avas 
paroled,  that  sixty  of  the  enemy  pursued  us  as  far  as  Edenburg,  then 
ascertaining  our  strength  sent  for  re- enforcements  and  still  pursued  us 
on,  but  did  not  OA^ertake  us.  At  Edenburg  we  ascertained  that  Ave 
would  likely  meet  an  upward-bound  train  near  Strasbiirg.  We  kept  on 
the  road  in  that  direction,  but  did  not  meet  any  train,  and  as  the  men 
were  out  of  rations  and  had  been  for  seA^eral  days,  and  the  horses  in  a 
bad  condition  for  the  want  of  shoeing  and  forage,  and  not  knowing 
where  our  regiment  was,  Ave  concluded  to  go  back  as  far  as  Winchester, 
where  we  reported  to  the  post  commander,  Colonel  EdAvards,  and  the 
first  opportunity  we  had  we  returned  Avith  train  to  Cedar  Creek,  and 
from  there  to  this  place,  where  we  again  joined  our  regiment. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  plat  of  picket-iiost.* 

The  above  we  respectfully  submit. 

Your  obedient  servants, 


A.  G.  HAGUE, 

Second  Lieutenant  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Peyinsylvania  Cavalry. 

JOHN  H.  NESMITH, 

Second  Lieutenant  Company  F,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


Ca])t.  W.  W.  Miles, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  LNnnsylvania  Cavalry. 


No.  155. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  Gibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of 

operations  October  23. 

Camp  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

October  24,  1864.^ 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your, 
directions,  I  left  camp  last  evening  with  300  men — detachments  of 
the  regiments  composing  the  First  and  Second  Brigades — at  7  p.  m. 
I  proceeded  as  far  as  Dry  Pun,  and  seeing  fires,  which  I  thought  were 
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probably  the  camp-fires  of  a  party  of  guerrillas,  on  my  left,  I  moved  for¬ 
ward  a  short  distance  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  a  road  leading  in 
the  direction  of  the  fires.  My  advance  moved  and  were  immediately 
fired  into  by  a  squad  of  five  or  six  of  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  be- 
liind  a  strong  barricade  in  the  road  in  my  front.  The  night  was  very 
dark  and  the  shade  of  the  trees  made  the  road  so  dark  that  an  object 
was  not  discernible  at  ten  paces.  The  enemy’s  vedettes  did  not  chal¬ 
lenge  my  advance  nor  make  any  noise  or  movements  calculated  to  re¬ 
veal  their  presence.  My  advance  charged  but  were  prevented  from 
reaching  the  enemy  by  the  barricade.  They  had  tliree  barricades  in 
the  road  between  the  vedettes  and  reserve,  all  of  which  could  only  be 
passed  by  a  detour.  These  obstructions  prevented  my  capturing  any 
of  the  picket  and  gave  the  main  guard  of  the  enemjq  (composed  of  two 
squadrons,  time  to  form.  I  charged  the  main  guard  of  their  outpost, 
and  the  enemy  fled  before  us  down  the  main  road  and  through  the 
woods,  leaving  their  blankets,  haversacks,  &c.,  strewn  about  their 
camp.  The  outpost  was  Dunn’s  battalion.  We  captured  their  battle- 
flag,  but  the  bearer  escaped.  I  kept  steadily  down  the  pike  at  a  fast 
trot,  my  advance  at  a  gallop,  and  ran  the  enemy  into  their  camp  in 
great  confusion.  The  delay  at  the  barricades  allowed  the  outpost  time 
to  warn  the  camp,  and,  in  consequence,  the  enemy  were  mostly  formed 
on  foot.  I  charged  them  in  column  of  fours  and  drove  them  in  confu¬ 
sion  back  to  the  creek,  but  a  line  on  the  opposite  side  opened  a  heavy 
fire  and  my  movement  was  checked.  I  formed  a  line  and  charged 
again,  but  could  effect  little,  owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  darkness.  I  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  confused  the  enemy 
greatly  and  drove  him  in  a  disorderly  mass  over  the  creek,  where 
he  formed  under  cover  of  earth- works  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek, 
which  commanded  my  advance.  The  darkness  and  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  together  with  the  superiority  of  the  enemy’s  numbers,  induced 
me  to  retire.  I  did  not  leave,  however,  until  nearly  all  the  enemy’s 
forces  crossed  the  creek.  The  camp  we  attacked  contained,  at  the  low¬ 
est  estimate,  1,800  men.  I  gained  from  a  citizen,  at  whose  house 
Colonel  Dunn,  commanding  the  rebel  outpost,  staid,  that  the  commands 
of  Lee,  Lomax,  and  Kosser  were  camped  from  Milford  to  Luray.  The 
citizen  said  they  were  ‘‘camped  for  fifteen  miles  along  the  road,”  which 
was  corroborated  by  women  and  negroes  in  the  vicinity.  Eosser  is 
said  to  have  reached  Milford  at  dark  yesterday.  The  movements  of 
wagons  could  be  distinctly  heard  in  the  rebel  camps  on  the  Luray  side 
of  the  creek,  evidently  hurrying  away.  The  camps  on  the  Luray  side 
appeared  to  be  of  a  brigade,  besides  the  fires  in  rear  of  the  earth- works, 
supposed,  and  so  reported  by  a  citizen,  to  be  the  camp  of  a  battery  of 
artillery.  One  citizen  reported  having  seen  four  guns.  Eosser  is  said 
to  be  3,000  strong  and  has.  four  guns. 

I  regret  that  1  could  caiffure  no  prisoners,  but  the  circumstances 
made  it  impossible.  1  retired  from  the  enemy’s  front  at  2  a.  m.,  and  on 
reacliing  the  cross-roads  I  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  and 
captured  about  sixty  head  of  cattle  and  sheep.  The  battle-flag  cap¬ 
tured  is  that  of  Dunn’s  battalion,  I  believe.  Thirty- seventh  Virginia 
Cavalry  Battalion. 

I  am,  very  res])ectfully, 

T.  GIBSON, 

Major  Fourteenth  Penns iflvania  Cavalry. 

Col.  W.  H.  Powell, 

Conidg.  ^Second  Cavalry  THrision^  Dept,  of  West  Viryinia. 
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Beiwrt  of  Brief.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson ,  U.  N.  Arniy^  eonimandimj  Third 
IHvision^  of  o][)eraUons  July  31- September  30. 

Gravelly  Sprinos,  Ala.,  February  18, 1865.* 

From  jbhc  31st  of  July  till  tlie  Ith  of  August  the  divisiou  picketed 
from  the  left  of  the  infantry  line  to  Lee’s  Mill,  connecting  at  that  place 
Y’ith  the  Second  Division.  On  the  4th  of  August  I  received  orders  to 
move  my  division,  via  Washington  City,  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and 
report  to  Major-General  Sheridan.  At  daylight  the  next  day  the  divis¬ 
ion  broke  camp  and  marched  to  City  Point,  where  it  arrived  the  same 
day  and  made  preparations  to  embark  upon  steam  transports  for  Gies- 
borough  Point,  near  Washington.  On  the  night  of  August  12,  the  whole 
division  having  arrived  at  Giesborough,  it  began  the  march  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  via  Leesburg  and  Snicker’s  Gap.  While  near 
Washington  the  First  Brigade  had  been  armed  with  Spencer  carbines. 
On  the  17th  of  August,  about  noon,  the  command  arrived  at  Winches¬ 
ter,  having  marched  from  Berryville  by  the  Avay  of  White  Post.  The 
army  had  fallen  back  from  Cedar  Creek  and  was  just  retiring  from 
Winchester.  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Torbert,  chief  of  cav¬ 
alry,  and  hold  Winchester  as  long  as  possible.  I  posted  my  command 
so  as  to  cover  all  the  roads  into  the  place  from  the  south,  particularly 
the  Millwood,  Front  Eoyal,  and  Valley  pikes.  About  2  p.  m.  Lowell’s 
brigade  of  cavalry  and  Penrose’s  brigade  of  infantry  arrived;  the  lat¬ 
ter  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  between  the  Valley  and  Front  Koyal 
pikes.  At  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  attack  with  infantry 
skirmishers,  but  were  repulsed,  but  at  6  p.  m.  returned  Avitli  Breckin¬ 
ridge’s  entire  corps,  and  after  a  sharp  fight  compelled  us  to  withdraw 
from  the  place.  This  was  done  under  cover  of  night,  Colonel  Chap¬ 
man’s  brigade,  with  I*enningtoM’s  battery,  having  been  previously  sent 
back  to  occupy  a  strong  position  on  the  Martinsburg  road,  just  north 
of  Winchester.  The  command  then  marched  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Opequon  and  bivouacked  at  Summit  l^oiut  just  before  daylight.  The 
army  having  halted  at  Charlestown  my  division  was  kept  employed  in 
picketing  and  iiatrolling  the  Opequon  from  Middle  way  to  the  Berryville 
and  Winchester  pike.  On  the  21st  of  August  the  rebels  crossed  the 
Opequon  in  force  at  Middle  way,  drove  in  our  jiickets  at  that  place, 
and  threatened  to  interpose  themselves  between  us  and  Charlestown. 
After  a  sharp  tight,  in  which  both  Chapman  and  McIntosh  gave  the 
enemy  a  severe  check,  I  received  orders  from  General  Sheridan  to 
communicate  with  General  Merritt’s  division,  then  operating  in  the 
direction  of  Berryville,  and,  in  conjunction  with  it,  to  lose  no  time  in 
joining  the  army  at  Charlestown.  I  therefore  called  in  everything 
except  a  light  skirmish  line,  withdrew  by  the  right  and  left  flank  of 
brigades  at  the  same  time,  and  marched  directly  for  the  Charlestown 
and  Berryville  pike.  After  hearing  that  General  Merritt  was  unmo¬ 
lested,  I  retired  slowly  to  Charlestown  and  went  into  position  on  the 
Lee  town  road,  covering  the  right  of  the  infantry.  General  Sheridan 
having  determined  to  withdraw  to  the  strong  position  at  Halltown 
during  the  niglit,  1  was  directed  to  cover  the  rear  with  my  division. 
1  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move  at  dawn,  and  had  my  command  under 
arms  accordingly.  Merritt’s  division  and  Duffie’s  brigade  were  late  in 

*  For  portions  of  this  report  here  omitted;  see  Vol.  XXXVI;  Part  I;  p.  875;  and  Voi. 
XL;  Part  I;  p.  620. 
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starting  and  thereby  delayed  my  march.  The  enemy,  having  discov¬ 
ered  the  withdrawal  of  the  infantry,  advanced  just  after  dawn,  and  a 
sharp  skirmish  ensued.  The  road  was  soon  cleared  by  the  march  of 
Merritt’s  division,  marching  toward  Shepherdstown.  The  withdrawal 
was  finally  effected  with  but  little  difficulty.  The  division  camped  that 
night  near  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  covered  all  approaches 
between  the  right  of  the  infantry  and  the  Potomac. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  General  Sheridan,  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th  of  August  my  division  marched  through  the  country  to  ^ 
Walper’s  Cross-Roads,  where  it  met  MerritCs  division.  The  corps, 
nnder  the  comnrand  of  General  Torbert,  proceeded  by  the  pike  toward 
Leetown  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  and  movements 
of  the  rebel  army.  The  advance  had  hardly  crossed  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Kearneysville  before  it  encountered  the  enemy’s 
X^ickets.  The  command,  moving  by  flanks  of  brigades,  with  the  artil¬ 
lery  on  the  pike,  formed  line  of  battle  with  great  rapidity,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  at  once  to  the  attack — Alcintosh’s  brigade,  with  Ransom’s 
battery,  formed  on’  the  left  of  and  across  the  pike,  dismounted  in  a 
heavy  piece  of  woods;  Ohapman’s  brigade,  with  Pennington’s  battery, 
moved  well  off  to  the  left,  partly  mounted  and  partly  dismounted, 
while  Alerritt’s  division  kex)t  to  the  right  of  the  xiike.  The  enemy  was 
encountered  in  the  woods,  and  after  a  very  sharp  fight  of  twenty 
minutes  was  driven  back  nearly  a  mile  in  great  confusion.  Aly  division 
took  sixty  prisoners,  all  from  Breckinridge’s  corx^s.  From  them  we 
learned  that  Early’s  whole  force  had  begun  the  march  that  morning  for 
Shex3herdstown,‘with  the  intention  of  again  (crossing  the  Potomac  into 
Alaryland.  Having  accomx^lished  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  I 
was  directed  to  return  with  my  division  to  its  old  cam]).  Although  by 
this  time  the  enemy  had  recovered  from  their  sur])rise  and  succeeded 
in  forming  their  line  for  an  attack  u])on  us,  no  difficulty  was  experienced, 
by  my  command  in  regaining  its  cam]).  General  Sheridan  hearing 
that  the  rebels,  notwithstanding  the  discovery  of  their  movements, 
would  endeavor  to  make  a  new  invasion  of  Maryland,  directed  me  to 
cross  the  Potomac  at  Harx)er’s  Ferry  and  x)roceed,  by  the  way  of  Pleas¬ 
ant  Valley  and  Boonsborough,  to  the  vicinity  of  Sharx)sburg,  for  the 
X)urx)ose  of  watching  the  fords  on  the  Potomac  as  far  u])  as  Williams¬ 
port.  At  11  p.  m.  the  same  night  I  began  the  inarch,  and  after  cross¬ 
ing  the  river  sent  parties  to  communicate  Avith  General  Ouster,  near 
Antietam  Furnace,  and  the  pickets  of  Averell’s  division,  still  farther  u]) 
the  river.  The  enemy  having  failed  to  attempt  a  crossing  and  fallen 
back  beyond  the  Opeqiion,  my  division  recrossed  the  rir^er  at  She])- 
herdstoAvn  on  the  28th  of  August,  and  marched,  via  Charlestown,  to 
Berryville,  from  Avliich  ])lace  it  was  engaged  till  the  18th  of  Sei)tember 
in  making  daily  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Millwood,  White 
Post,  and  tlie  Oxiequon.  On  the  13th  of  Sexitember  General  Alclntosh 
was  directed  to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  toward  Winchester  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  enemy’s  position.  Rushing  rapidly 
across  the  Oxiequon  on  the  Win(*hester  xiike,  he  struck  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  x)ickets  near  the  stream  and  caxitured  37  men  and  2  officers. 
Without  halting  he  marched  raxiidly  forward.  WTthin  two  miles  of 
Winchester  he  struck  a  strong  force  of  infantry  posted  so  as  to  cover 
the  town,  broke  through  their  line,  eaxitured  one  entire  regiment,  the 
Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  with  their  colors,  II  commissioned 
officers,  including  the  colonel,  and  92  enlisted  men. 

Se])tember  18,  orders  Avere  issued  for  a  general  movement  against  the 
enemy,  and  in  ])ursnanc.e  thereof,  at  2  a.  m.  the  next  morning,  the  divis- 
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ion,  McIutoslEs  brigade  in  advance,  moved  by  the  Berryville  and  Win¬ 
chester  pike,  crossed  the  Opequon,  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and 
attacked  Ramseur’s  division  of  infantry,  found  in  the  same  position 
occupied  by  the  rebel  infantry  on  the  13th.  It  was  not  yet  dawn,  but 
General  McIntosh  posted  Peirce’s  battery,  Second  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  sup¬ 
ported  by  General  Chapman,  attacked  at  once  with  his  entire  brigade, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  and  after  a  most  gallant  and  determined 
effort  drove  the  enemy  from  their  strong  position.  Knowing  the  ground 
they  had  lost  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  them,  they  returned  at 
once  to  the  attack  with  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  but  were  gallantly 
met  and  repulsed.  I  then  disposed  of  my  forces  on  the  right  and  left 
of  the’ road  so  as  to  hold  all  they  had  gained  till  the  infantry  could 
reach  and  relieve  them.  Sharp  skirmishing  continued  till  8  a.  m.,  at 
which  time  the  Sixth  Corps  had  all  arrived  and  occupied  the  position 
we  had  gained.  I  was  then  directed  to  move  to  the  left  and  watch  for 
an  opportunity  to  attack  the  enemy  again.  About  eighty  prisoners 
were  taken  during  the  morning.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brinton,  in  charg¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  got  so  entangled  with  them  as  to  fall  into  their  hands  as 
a  prisoner.  Our  loss  was  quite  severe  in  killed  and  wounded.  General  ^ 
McIntosh  displayed  the  highest  qualities  of  a  cavalry  officer  in  this 
morning’s  work.  The  pike  runs  all  the  way  from  the  Opequon  through 
a  deep  ravine  heavily  wooded  on  both  flanks;  at  a  point  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  Winchester  crosses  a  commanding  ridge.  The 
enemy  was  strongly  posted  along  the  ridge,  in  the  woods  and  hastily 
constructed  breast- works  commanding  the  road  and  the  open  fields  on 
both  sides  of  it.  This  position,  the  most  commanding  one  on  the  entire 
field,  securely  in  our  possession,  the  infantry  were  enabled  to  form  at  leis¬ 
ure  and  to  deliver  battle  with  every  prospect  of  success.  Having  moved 
well  round  toward  the  Millwood  pike,  numerous  demonstrations  were 
made  upon  the  enemy’s  right  during  the  day,  in  one  of  which  General 
McIntosh  was  severely  wounded  through  the  leg  by  a  musket-ball.  He 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  and  that  night  had  his  leg  amputated 
below  the  knee.  General  Chapman  was  also  struck  and  partially  dis¬ 
abled  for  several  hours.  Peirce’s  battery  was  posted  well  to  the  front, 
and  from  the  commanding  position  it  occupied  did  excellent  service  in 
enfilading  the  rebel  infantry  line.  About  3  p.  m.,  seeing  that  the  enemy 
were  giving  way,  I  directed  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Purington,  Second 
Ohio  Cavalry,  then  commanding  General  McIntosh’s  brigade,  to  march 
at  once  toward  Kernstown,  on  the  Valley  pike,  followed  as  closely  as 
practicable  by  Chapman’s  brigade.  The  Second  Kew  York  Cavalry, 
Captain  Hull  commanding,  in  advance,  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
it  found  Bradley  Johnson’s  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  posted  upon  the 
Millwood  pike  to  cover  the  enemy’s  fiank.  Captain  Hull  formed  his 
regiment  by  platoon,  at  a  trot,  and  with  sabers  drawn  dashed  gallantly 
forward,  riding  through  and  scattering  the  rebels  in  all  directions. 
Their  fiight  was  accelerated  by  a  simultaneous  charge  upon  their  right 
flank  and  rear  by  Captain  Boice,  Fifth  Kew  York,  commanding  a 
squadron  of  scouts.  The  march  across  the  country,  although  impeded 
by  stone  fences  and  rough  ground,  was  made  with  rapidity.  The 
Third  Yew  Jersey  and  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  continued  the  pursuit 
till  10  j).  m.,  repeatedly  charging  the  enemy’s  infantry  during  the  night. 
The  command  bivouacked  10  p.  m.  at  Kernstown. 

Early  next  morning  the  i)ursuit  was  renewed,  but  at  Middletown  I 
turned  toward  Front  Royal  and  drove  the  rebel  cavalry  on  that  road 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Shenandoah.  When  near  Cedarville  Captain 
Russell,  assistant  inspector-general  ofthedivision,  was  severely  wounded 
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in  the  -knee,  from  the  effects  of  Avhich  he  died  a  few  days  after.  At 
daybreak  of  the  21st  the  division  crossed  the  Shenandoah  and  attacked 
the  rebels  at  Front  Royal,  while  the  First  Vermont  and  the  First  New 
Hampshire,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  First  Ver¬ 
mont,  marched  up  the  south  fork  and  crossed  it  at  Kendrick’s  Ford. 
The  rebels  were  driven  with  confusion  up  the  Luray  Valley  and  closely 
followed  to  Cooney  Run  that  night.  The  valley  at  this  place  is  a  mere 
gorge,  impracticable  for  any  kind  of  troops,  except  on  the  pike.  The 
position  was  turned  the  next  day  by  Custer’s  brigade,  of  t;he  First 
Division,  and  the  march  continued  through  Luray,  Massanutten  Gap, 
and  New  Market,  to  Harrisonburg,  where  we  joined  the  army  Septem¬ 
ber  25.  The  enemy  by  occupying  the  numerous  advantageous  positions 
which  the  valley  afforded  him,  had  been  enabled  to  delay  us  long 
enough  to  prevent  any  damage  to  the  army  under  General  Early.  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  marched  to  Staunton  with  Lowell’s  brigade,  of  First  Division, 
General  Torbert  in  command  of  the  whole,  where  we  captured  a  num¬ 
ber  of  convalescent  and  wounded  men,  a  large  quantity  of  hard  bread, 
flour,  tobacco,  saddles,  bridles,  clothing,  and  camp  equipage.  After  sup¬ 
plying  the  wants  of  the  command  the  balance  was  destroyed.  On  the 
27th  moved  to  Waynesborough  and  bivouacked.  The  next  day  the  com¬ 
mand  was  engaged  in  destroying  the  track  and  bridges  of  the  Gordons- 
ville  and  Staunton  railroad.  On  the  29th,  at  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  drove 
our  pickets  back  to  the  village  and  advanced  to  attack  our  main  force 
about  a  mile  west  of  them,  with  a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and 
artillery.  Heavy  skirmishing  continued  till  dark,  but  General  Torbert, 
having  heard  from  General  Sheridan,  and  the  balance  of  the  cavalry  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Port  Republic,  thought  best  to  retire  without 
delivering  battle.  The  withdrawal  had  already  begun,  with  nearly  all 
the  command  on  the  march,  when  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  succeeded 
in  getting  to  the  pike  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  force  covering  the 
movement.  I  ordered  Colonel  Lowell  to  charge  through  with  his  com¬ 
mand  and  sent  word  to  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  the  rear  guard,  to 
follow  him.  The  former  Avent  through  handsomely  by  following  the 
road,  and  Colonel  Wells  inclined  to  the  left  avoiding  the  rebels  entirely. 
The  march  was  continued  through  Staunton  to  Spring  Hill,  where  we 
bivouacked  and  fed  at  daylight.  The  same  day  we  marched  to  Bridge- 
water,  seven  miles  from  Harrisonburg. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  I  was 
relieved  from  command  of  the  division  September  30,  and  directed 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  report  to  Major-General 
Sherman,  as  chief  of  cavalry  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sipi)i. 

In  closing  this  report  I  haA^e  the  honor  to  commend  the  zeal,  gal¬ 
lantry,  and  soldierly  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  the  division 
throughout  the  entire  period  they  remained  under  my  command. 

Generals  McIntosh  and  Chapman  performed  every  duty  assigned 
them  Avith  the  utmost  x)romptitude  and  fidelity,  and  are  entitled  to  pro¬ 
motion  for  distinguished  and  meritorous  services. 

Col.  John  Hammond,  Fifth  New  York,  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  P.  Brinton, 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania;  Col.  W.  Wells  and  Lieutenapt-Colonel  Ben¬ 
nett,  First  Vermont:  Colonel  Benjamin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pope,  and 
Maj.  Caleb  Moore,  Eighth  New  York;  Maj.  Samuel  Mclrvin  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Hull,  Second  New  York;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam,  Third  New 
Jersey;  Major  Patton,  Tliird  Indiana,  were  always  conspicuous  for  the 
zealous  and  intelligent  performance  of  their  duties  in  the  field,  and  in 
the  care  of  their  men  in  caini).  Tl)ey  are  Avorthy  the  si)ecial  confidence 
and  care  of  the  War  Department. 
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To  iny  assistant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  Louis  Siebert,  and  to  my 
aides,  Oapts.  E.  B.  Beaumont,  J.  N.  Andrews,  Eiglitb  U.  S.  Infan¬ 
try;  Lieut.  Henry  E.  iS^oyes,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry;  Captain  Lee, 
Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  provost-marshal;  Capt.  E.  W.  Whitaker,  First 
Connecticut  Cavalry,  always  prompt  and  gallant  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  valuable  assistain^e  they 
have  rendered  me. 

From  the  4th  of  May  till  the  1st  of  October  the  division  marched 
1,350  miles  and  participated  in  over  twenty  fights  and  skirmishes. 
For  details  of  these  operations  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of 
Generals  McIntosh  and  Chapman,  herewith  transmitted. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brevet  Major-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  8taff,  Middle  Military  Division. 


No.  157. 

Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Georye  A.  Custer,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Third  Division,  of  operations  October  9  and  19. 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

October  13,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  division  in  the  engagement  of  the  9th  instant: 

At  a  late  hour  on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  I  received  a  brief  note 
from  the  chief  of  cavalry,  directing  me  at  an  early  hour  the  following 
morning  to  move  my  command  up  the  Back  road  toward  Columbia 
Furnace,  and  to  attack  and  whip  the  enemy.  In  obedience  to  that 
order  this  division  moved  at  6  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  Pen¬ 
nington’s  brigade  taking  the  advance,  followed  by  Peirce’s  battery  of 
horse  artillery,  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wells  commanding,  mov¬ 
ing  in  rear.  The  advance  guard  of  Pennington’s  brigade,  consisting  of 
one  battalion  of  the  Fifth  New  York,  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets 
near  Mount  Olive,  and  drove  them  back  upon  their  reserves  at  a  trot. 
After  considerable  skirmishing  the  enemy’s  advance  line  was  forced 
back  to  the  position  chosen  for  his  main  force.  This  position  was  well 
adapted  for  defense,  being  a  high  and  abrupt  ridge  of  hills  running 
along  the  south  bank  of  Tom’s  Bun.  Near  the  base  of  this  ridge  the 
enemy  had  posted  a  strong  force  of  dismounted  cavalry  behind  stone 
fences  and  barricades  of  rails,  logs,  &c.,  while  running  along  near  the 
summit  was  a  second  and  stronger  line  of  barricades,  also  defended  by 
dismounted  cavalry.  On  the  crest  of  the  ridge  the  enemy  had  six  guns 
in  position,  strongly  supported  by  columns  of  cavalry.  Peirce’s  bat¬ 
tery  was  at  once  placed  in  iiosition  on  an  eminence  just  north  of  Tom’s 
Bun,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Owing  to  the  extreme 
defectiveness  of  the  ammunition  used  but  little  execution  was  done,  ex¬ 
cept  to  create  j*onsiderabie  confusion  among  the  led  horses  of  the  enemy 
and  to  compel  a  change  in  their  position.  Colonel  Pennington  then 
threw  forward  a  strong  line  of  mounted  skirmishers,  composed  of  the 
Fifth  New  York,  Second  Ohio,  and  Third  New  Jersey,  with  orders  to 
press  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  Peirce’s  battery  was  moved  forward 
to  a  position  near  the  enemy’s  line,  the  Second  New  York  supporting 
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the  batter}^,  while  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  supported  the  skirmish¬ 
ers  in  front.  The  Second  Brigade  at  this  time  was  massed  in  reserv^e 
near  the  position  just  occupied  by  Peirce’s  battery.  The  enemy  from 
his  commanding  position  was  able  to  witness  all  these  dispositions,  and 
began  using  his  artillery  with  telling  effect.  Peirce’s  battery  replied  with 
spirit,  but  a  glance  sufficed  to  show  the  immense  advantage  the  enemy 
had  in  position  5  "resides  his  numerical  superiority  in  guns,  his  ammuni¬ 
tion,  unlike  ours,  was  not  defective.  Peirce’s  battery  was  exposed  to  a 
well-directed  plunging  lire.  One  shot  from  the  enemy’s  guns  killed  or 
disabled  all  the  cannoneers  of  one  piece;  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
disadvantages,  oiir  battery  maintained  its  position  and  firing  until  the 
enemy,  after  having  one  gun  disabled,  was  compelled  to  withdraw  his 
battery.  Seeing  the  stubborn  resistance  met  by  Pennington’s  line  in 
front,  I  ordered  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  supported  by  the  Eighth 
New  York  and  Twenty-second  New  York,  to  move  forward  on  our 
extreme  right,  with  a  view  to  taming  the  enemy’s  left  flank ;  at  the  same 
time  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  was  ordered  to 
forward  on  the  road  to  within  supporting  distance  of  the  advance  line. 
These  arrangements  completed,  the  entire  line  was  ordered  forward,  and 
when  sufficiently  near  the  enemy  the  charge  was  sounded.  The  enemy 
seeing  his  flank  turned  and  his  retreat  cut  off  broke  in  the  utmost  con¬ 
fusion  and  sought  safety  in  headlong  flight.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up 
at  a  gallop  by  the  entire  command  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles, 
where  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  was  formed  to  check  our  farther  advance. 
Their  battery  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  road,  and  for  a  moment 
caused  the  column  to  falter.  Taking  advantage  of  this  hesitation  in 
our  ranks  the  enemy  charged  with  about  two  brigades  and  succeeded 
in  forcing  our  advance  back  about  half  a  mile.  Peirce’s  battery,  coming 
into  position  at  a  gallop,  opened  upon  the  enemy  a  destructive  Are.  The 
enemy,  defeated  in  his  attempt  to  break  my  line,  contented  himself  by 
occupying  a  strong  position,  supporting  his  battery,  which  still  con¬ 
tinued  his  fire.  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  Col¬ 
onel  Pennington,  commanding  First  Brigade,  hastily  formed  their  com¬ 
mands  for  a  general  advance  upon  the  enemy’s  position.  Everything 
worked  admirably,  and  the  movements  of  the  brigades  were  well  timed. 
The  whole  line  moved  forward  at  the  charge.  Before  this  irresistible 
advance  the  enemy  found  it  im])ossible  to  stand.  Once  more  he  was 
compelled  to  trust  his  safety  to  the  fleetness  of  his  steed  rather  than  the 
metal  of  hi s  saber.  His  retreat  soon  became  a  demoralized  rout.  V ainly 
did  the  most  gallant  of  this  aflrighted  herd  endeavor  to  rally  a  few  sup¬ 
ports  around  their  standards  and  stay  the  advance  of  their  eager  and 
exulting  pursuers,  who,  in  one  overwhelming  current,  were  bearing  down 
everything  before  them.  Never  since  the  opening  of  this  war  had  there 
been  Avitnessed  such  a  complete  and  decisive  overthrow  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  The  pursuit  Avas  kept  ip)  vigorously  for  nearly  twenty  miles, 
and  only  reliinjuished  then  from  the  com])lete  exhaustion  of  our  horses 
and  the  dispersion  of  our  panic-stricken  enemies.  Among  the  evidences 
of  our  victory  Avere  six  pieces  of  artillery,  the  entire  ordnance  and  ambu¬ 
lance  train  of  the  enemy,  including  the  headquarters  wagons,  desks,  and 
papers  of  the  rebel  General  liosser  and  of  his  brigade  commanders;  also 
a  large  number  of  i)risoners. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  both  officers  and  men  of 
this  command.  Not  a  single  instance  of  misbehavior  fell  under  the  eye 
of  the  division  commander.  All  seemed  eager  to  perform  tlieir  entire 
duty;  if  any  fell  behiiid  in  the  advance  and  pursuit  it  Avas  because  of 
the  unparalleled  rapidity  with  Avhich  our  boastful  enemy  gave  Avay. 
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Tliere  were  iiiciuy  instanees  of  personal  lieroisni  and  bravery  displayed 
by  botli  men  and  odicers,  but  to  enumerate  them  would  not  only  be 
impossible  but  would  apparently  cause  injustice  to  be  done  in  many 
instances  which  have  not  been  brought  to  tlie  notice  of  the  division 
commander. 

To  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Second  Brigade;  Colonel  Pennington, 
commanding  First  Brigade;  Captain  Peirce,  commanding  Batteries  B 
and  L,  Horse  Artillery,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  their  commands, 
should  all  praise  be  given  for  their  heroic  conduct  and  untiring  efforts 
in  achieving  this  brilliant  success  over  an  enemy  whose  numbers  were 
more  than  double  their  own,  who  were  superior  in  artillery,  allowed  to 
choose  their  positions,  a  favorite  leader,  but  were  deficient  in  con¬ 
fidence,  courage,  and  a  just  cause. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  1  can  only  offer  my  grateful  thanks  for 
their  zeal  and  energy  in  transmitting  my  orders,  as  well  as  for  the  per¬ 
sonal  gallantry  displayed  by  each  throughout  the  entire  engagement. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  CUSTEE, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commandiny. 

Maj.  William  Kussell,  Jr., 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  Division, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Middle  Military  Division, 

October  22,  1864. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  instant: 

About  4  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  xnckets  of  the.  First  Division, 
posted  on  Cedar  Creek  near  Cupii’s  Mill,  were  suddenly  and  strongly 
attacked  by  a  heavy  force  of  infantry.  My  camp  being  within  hearing 
of  the  musketry,  I  caused  to  horse”  to  be  sounded  and  my  command 
got  in  readiness  to  move.  The  enemy  having  obtained  xiossession  of  the 
ford  at  Cux)x>’s  Mill,  seemed  content,  and  for  the  time  made  no  further 
disposition  except  to  command  the  ford  with  artillery.  Soon  after 
daylight  Captain  Coxixiinger,  aide  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  informed  me 
of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  the  extreme  left  of  our  line;  at  the 
same  time  gave  me  an  order  from  the  chief  of  cavalry  to  move,  x)lace 
my  command  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  infantry,  and  endeavor  to 
check  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy  against  our  right  flank. 
Executing  this  order  as  rapidly  as  possible,  my  command  was  soon  in 
line  of  battle  and  my  artillery  xilaying  upon  the  guns  of  the  enemy, 
which  were  posted  to  the  right  of  the  and  near  the  crossing  of 
Cedar  Creek.  I  also  deployed  a  xiortion  of  my  command  in  order  to 
collect  and  reform  the  large  number  of  our  infantry,  which  were  now 
falling  back  in  disorder  and  without  any  sufficient  or  apxiarent  cause. 
I  was  successful  in  accomplishing  both  of  these  objects.  The  enemy, 
seeing  so  large  a  body  of  troops  formed  in  good  order  as  if  ready 
either  to  make  or  receive  an  attack,  did  not  seem  disposed  to  advance 
farther  in  that  direction,  but  contented  himself  with  using  his  artillery 
upon  exxwsed  columns.  While  the  effect  upon  our  broken  masses  of 
infantry  was  equally  gratifying,  they  rallied  and  were  soon  engaged 
throwing  up  a  breast- work  of  rails,  from  behind  Avhich  a  good  defense 
could  be  offered.  No  sooner  had  this  been  accomx)lished  than  an  order 
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was  received  from  the  chief  of  ca  valry  to  move  all  my  command  except 
three  regiments  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  army  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  gallant  First  Division,  arrest  the  farther  progress  of  the 
enemy  at  that  point,  where  he  had  succeeded  in  turning  our  flank  and 
was  then  driving  our  line  before  him  with  every  prospect  of  obtaining 
possession  of  the  pike  leading  to  Winchester.  This  division  was  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  with  regiments  in  column  of  battalions,  to  the  left  of 
the  pike  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  Middletown. 
Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  had  been  left  with  three 
regiments  on  the  right  of  our  line  to  give  notice  of  any  approach  of 
the  enemy  from  that  direction;  also  to  keep  a  large  force  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  occupied,  which  were  maneuvering  on  our  right  flank.  The 
First  Division  and  a  portion  of  the  Second  Division  were  formed  to  the 
left  and  in  front  of  the  position  held  by  my  command.  I  deployed  one 
regiment  as  skirmishers  and  engaged  the  enemy  to  the  left  and  rear 
of  Middletown.  Peirce’s  battery,  being  in  a  favorable  position,  became 
engaged  with  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  and  after  a  brisk  cannonade 
on  both  sides  compelled  the  enemy  to  shift  his  guns  farther  to  the  rear. 
While  in  position  here  my  command  was  exiiosed  to  a  very  destructive 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery,  the  loss  in  horses  being  particularly 
heavy.  I  am  confident  that  the  services  of  the  cavalry  on  the  left  flank 
at  this  period  of  the  engagement  cannot  be  overestimated.  But  for  the 
cavalry  the  enemy  would  have  penetrated  to  the  rear  of  our  army, 
which  at  that  time  was  in  no  condition  to  receive  an  attack  from  any 
direction.  This  division  was  not  generally  engaged  while  on  the  left; 
the  brunt  of  the  fighting  was  borne  by  the  First  Division.  About 
11  a.  m.  I  was  directed  to  transfer  my  command  again  to  the  riglit 
flank  and  to  “  take  charge  of  affairs  on  the  right.”  Acting  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  these  instructions,  I  soon  had  my  command  in  position  on 
the  extreme  right,  and  opened  communication  with  Colonel  Wells,  who 
had  become  engaged  with  a  division  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  under 
Bosser.  There  being  no  connection  between  the  left  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry  and  Kosser’s  division  of  cavalry,  I  succeeded  in  moving  a 
portion  of  my  command,  the  battery  included,  to  a  position  almost  in 
rear  of  and  overlooking  the  ground  upon  which  the  enemy  had  massed 
his  command.  Being  undiscovered,  I  caused  my  battery  to  open  sud¬ 
denly  at  short  range;  at  the  same  time  charged  with  about  three 
regiments.  The  effect  was  surprising  and  to  none  more  so  than  to  our 
enemies,  who,  being  entirely  off  their  guard,  were  thrown  into  the 
utmost  confusion  by  this  sudden  and  unexpected  attack.  Owing  to  the 
wide  gap  then  existing  between  my  left  and  the  right  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps,  with  which  I  desired  to  connect,  I  could  not  follow 
up  my  advantage  to  the  extent  I  otherwise  should.  The  enemy 
retired  in  the  direction  of  (Jupp’s  Ford,  near  which  point  he  formed 
his  forces.  This  enabled  me  to  contract  my  line  and  collect  my  com¬ 
mand  preparatory  to  further  movements.  As  it  then  existed,  the  gen- 
eml  direction  of  my  line  of  battle  was  parallel  to  Cedar  Creek,  my 
right  resting  near  the  old  forge,  my  left  near  the  ridge  Middle  road, 
and  connecting  Avith  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  About  this 
time  a  staff  officer  reached  me  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
army  informing  me  that  preparations  Avere  nearly  completed  for  a  gen¬ 
eral  attack  along  our  entire  line,  and  that  I  AAms  to  hold  my  division  in 
readiness  to  participate  in  the  attack  about  to  be  made,  (loverniug 
my  inovements  by  those  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  I  gradually  (closed 
my  lines  to  the  left  and  began  massing  on  the  level  ])hiiu  in  rear  of  the 
ridge  Avhi(*h  oveilooks  Cui>p’s  IGml.  Before  this  disposition  Avas  com- 
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pleted  tlie.moimtecl  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing  over 
the  ridge.  This  compelled  a  deviation  from  my  first  intentions,  which 
were  to  move  parallel  to  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Nineteenth  Corps. 
I  was  compelled,  for  the  time  at  least,  to  break  my  connection  with 
the  infantry  on  my  left,  in  order  to  direct  my  eftorts  against  the  force 
of  the  enemy  now  approaching  on  my  right.  Without  waiting  until  tlie 
regiments  on  the  extreme  right  had  closed  to  the  left  that  portion  of  the 
First  Brigade  which  was  then  available  was  moved  toward  the  enemy; 
Peirce’s  battery  was  directed  to  follow,  as  was  also  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  upon  its  arrival.  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  were  easily  driven 
from  the  ridge  in  front  by  the  Fifth  New  York,  supported  by  the  Sec¬ 
ond  New  York  and  Second  Ohio.  Between  the  ridge  and  Cedar  Creek 
the  enemy  had  one  division  of  his  cavalry  posted,  under  Rosser.  Col¬ 
onel  Pennington,  commanding  First  Brigade,  was  directed  to  attack  vig¬ 
orously  with  three  regiments ;  at  the  same  time  Peirce’s  battery,  from  a 
commanding  position,  opened  a  well-directed  fire  upon  the  massed  squad¬ 
rons  of  the  enemy  and  produced  the  utmost  confusion  and  great  wavering 
in  his  ranks.  Colonel  Penuington’s  charge  was  completely  successful, 
the  enemy  being  forced  back  to  a  position  bordering  upon  Cedar  Creek. 
Here  the  latter  opened  upon  ns  with  four  guns,  but  without  effect. 
From  the  ridge  upon  which  Peirce’s  battery  was  posted  I  could  wit¬ 
ness  the  engagement  between  our  and  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle.  It 
was  apparent  that  the  wavering  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  betokened  a 
retreat,  and  that  this  retreat  might  be  converted  into  a  rout.  For  a 
moment  I  was  undecided.  Upon  the  right  I  was  confident  of  my  ability 
to  drive  the  enemy’s  cavalry  with  which  I  was  then  engaged  across 
the  creek ;  upon  the  left  my  chances  of  success  were  not  so  sure,  but 
the  advantages  to  be  gained,  if  successful,  overwhelmingly  greater;  I 
chose  the  latter.  With  the  exception  of  three  regiments  this  entire 
division  was  wheeled  into  column  and  moved  to  the  left  at  a  gallop, 
Peirce’s  battery  following  at  a  brisk  trot.  Colonel  Pennington,  who 
remained  in  command  of  the  three  regiments  just  named,  was  directed 
to  continue  his  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  order  to  cover  the  movement 
of  the  division.  This  accomplished,  he  was  to  withdraw  two  regiments, 
leaving  only  one  to  engage  the  enemy;  the  two  regiments  withdrawn 
were  to  follow  the  division  at  a  gallop.  That  portion  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Pennington  offered  but  feeble  resistance  to  his  last  attack  and 
retired  to  the  south  bank  of  Cedar  Creek.  This  left  Pennington  at 
liberty  to  carry  out  his  iustructions.  When  the  main  body  of  the  divis¬ 
ion  began  the  movement  toward  the  left  the  design  was  to  gain  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  pike  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  by  holding  the  bridge  and 
adjacent  fords  cut  off  his  retreat.  Being  compelled,  however,  to 
advance  over  an  open  plain  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  our  inten¬ 
tions  were  fully  and  immediately  comprehended  by  him.  The  effect  of 
our  movement,  although  differing  from  what  we  anticipated,  was 
instantaneous  and  decisive.  Seeing  so  large  a  force  of  cavalry  bearing 
rapidly  down  upon  an  unprotected  flank  and  their  line  of  retreat  in 
danger  of  being  intercepted,  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  already  broken, 
now  gave  way  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Realizing  the  necessity  of 
at  once  gaining  the  bridge,  the  disordered  masses  of  the  enemy,  now 
com])letely  panic-stricken,  threw  away  their  arms,  and  in  a  head¬ 
long  and  disgra('eful  manner  sought  safety  in  ignominious  flight. 
Being  separated  from  the  bridge  by  a  much  shorter  distance  than 
that  which  separated  my  division,  the  enemy  succeeded  in  making  his 
way  across  with  a  ('omparatively  small  loss  in  prisoners.  The  few  that 
Avere  cut  off*  bj^  my  advance  were  secured  by  the  infantry  or  by  the 
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First  Division  Cavalry,  wliich  Avas  now  pushing  toward  the  bridge. 
The  enemy  had  planted  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  knoll  on  the  south 
bank  of  Cedar  Creek  and  attempted  to  defend  the  crossing.  The  rapid 
pace  at  which  my  command  had  moved  had  necessarily  extended  my 
column,  and  upon  reaching  the  vicinity  of  the  creek  1  had  but  two 
regiments  available — these  Avere  the  First  Vermont  and  Fifth  Kew 
York;  the  remainder  of  the  division  Avas  coming  up  at  the  gallop. 
With  these  two  regiments,  and  hidden  from  the  view  of  the  eiiemy^  I 
crossed  Cedar  Creek  over  a  small  ford  about  half  a  mile  above  the  pike 
bridge.  The  enemy  still  continued  to  fire  from  the  two  guns  near  the 
pike  until  they  discovered  my  crossing  at  the  ford,  Avhen,  in  great  haste, 
the  guns  were  limbered  up  and  Avithdrawn.  Hastily  forming  the  First 
Vermont  and  Fifth  New  York  under  cover  of  the  high  blufli*  on  the 
south  side  of  the  creek,  I  ordered  both  regiments  to  advance  upon 
the  ridge.  In  front  Avas  found  a  strong  line  of  the  enemy’s  infantry, 
the  fire  from  Avhich,  being  at  short  range,  proved  very  destructive. 
The  Fifth  NeAV  York  Avas  moving  on  the  left  and  near  the  pike,  the 
First  Vermont  on  a  parallel  line  and  to  the  right.  As  soon  as  the 
nature  of  the  ground  Avas  favorable  both  regiments  quickened  the  gait 
to  a  trot,  and  A\dien  Avithin  short  pistol  range  of  the  enemy’s  line  charged 
simultaneously  ui)on  his  frontandleft  flank.  Hearing  the  charge  sounded 
through  our  bugles  the  enemy  only  stood  long  enough  to  deliver  one 
volley;  then,  casting  away  his  arms,  attempted  to  escape  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  This  was  the  last  attemi)t  the  enemy  made  to  offer 
organized  resistance.  That  which  hitherto,  on  our  part,  had  been  a  pur¬ 
suit  after  a  broken  and  routed  army  noAv  resolved  itself  into  an  exciting 
chase  after  apaiiic-stricken,  uncon  trollablemob.  It  Avas  no  longer  a  ques¬ 
tion  to  be  decided  by  force  of  arms,  by  skill,  or  by  courage;  it  was  sim¬ 
ply  a  question  of  speed  betAveen  pursuers  and  pursued;  prisoners  were 
taken  by  hundreds,  entire  companies  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
appeared  glad  Avhen  summoned  to  surrender. 

From  the  general  abandonment  of  material  by  the  enemy  it  was 
evident  that  he  Avould  not  again  face  his  i)ursuers.  The  pike  soon 
became,  at  short  intervals,  blockaded  with  wagons,  forges,  and  ambu¬ 
lances,  and  Avhen  uiAAvard  of  one  mile  from  the  bridge  the  advance 
captured  one  ])iece  of  artillery,  the  first  piece  captured  by  our  army 
on  that  day.  Feeling  assured  that  other  and  more  important  captures 
might  be  made  by  a  rapid  and  energetic  jAursuit,  and  having  detached 
the  various  members  of  my  staff  to  assist  in  hurrying  forward  the  rear 
portions  of  my  command,  I  directed  the  First  Vermont,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bennett  commanding,  and  the  Fifth  NeAv  York,  Major  Krom 
commanding,  both  under  the  control  of  Colonel  Wells,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  to  continue  the  advance  at  a  charge,  while  I  halted  at 
this  point  to  receive  and  direct  the  other  regiments  of  my  division  as  they 
should  arrive.  Owing  to  the  darkness  and  tlie  necessary  delay  at  the 
fords,  the  regiments  Avhich  1  Avas  expecting  failed  to  reach  me  in  time 
to  assist  or  even  overtake  the  two  regiments,  which  were  then  far  on 
their  way  to  Strasburg.  The  result,  hoAvever,  proved  that  these  two 
noble  regiments  were  more  than  competent  for  the  duty  assigned  them. 
Never,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  has  there  been  such  favorable 
opportunities  for  a  comparatively  small  body  of  troops  to  acquire  dis¬ 
tinction  as  Avas  here  ‘  i)resented.  The  darkness  of  the  night  Avas 
intense,  and  Avas  only  relieved  liere  and  there  by  the  light  of  a  burn¬ 
ing  Avagon  or  ambulance,  to  which  the  affrighted  enemy  in  his  despair 
had  applied  the  torch.  This  fact  alone,  Avhile  it  disheartened  the 
enemy,  increased  the  ardor  and  zeal  of  our  troops,  Avho,  encouraged  by 
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the  unparalleled  success  of  their  efforts,  continued  to  urge  forward  their 
horses  at  the  top  of  their  speed,  capturing  colors,  guns,  caissons, 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  immense  numbers  of  prisoners.  Among  the 
latter  were  a  great  number  of  officers  of  all  grades,  including  one  major- 
general.  The  pursuit  was  not  slackened  until  the  advance,  composed  of 
parts  of  both  regiments,  passing  through  and  beyond  Strasburg, 
crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  and  had  neared  the  crest  of 
Fisher’s  Hill,  at  which  point  they  completed  their  immense  captures  by 
securing  a  i)iece  of  artillery,  which,  with  the  other  pieces  captured 
since  the  pursuit  began,  made  forty-live  pieces  of  artillery  taken  by  the 
First  Vermont  and  Fifth  Vew  York  Cavalry. 

As  another  command  desires  to  share  the  honor  of  the  capture  of  the 
forty-five  pieces  of  artillery  just  referred  to,  in  justice  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  Third  Division  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  make  the  following 
explanation:  The  capture  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  trains,  &c.,  were 
effected  south  of  Cedar  Creek.  One  regiment  from  each  brigade  of  my 
division  crossed  Cedar  Creek  and  struck  the  pike  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  bridge  before  any  other  troops  had  effected  a  crossing. 
The  only  line  formed  by  the  enemy  south  of  Cedar  Creek  to  resist  our 
advance  was  formed  to  the  right  of  and  near  a  piece  of  woods  located 
on  the  pike  and  about  three-quarters  of  .a  mile  from  the  creek.  This 
1  know  from  a  close  personal  examination.  This  line  of  the  enemy 
w^as  composed  of'  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  was 
charged  by  the  First  Vermont  and  Fifth  Yew  York  Cavalry  and 
to  show  that  I  am  cognizant  to  the  facts  as  above  stated,  I  wall  add 
that  I  participated  in  the  charge  the  result  of  which  was  the  successful 
breaking  up  of  the  enemy’s  line  after  he  had  delivered  one  volley,  and 
the  capture  of  one  piece  of  artillery,  which  was  the  first  gun  captured 
south  of  Cedar  Creek.  Here  I  halted  in  person  to  await  and  direct 
re-enforcements,  while  the  two  regiments  above  mentioned  pushed  up 
the  pike  at  a  gallop.  After  waitiiig  at  this  point  several  minutes  and 
until  the  victorious  shouts  of  my  advance  had  passed  beyond  my  hear¬ 
ing  the  head  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  representing  several  regiments,  reached 
me.  Upon  inquiring  of  the  officer  commanding  the  advance  squadron, 
I  was  informed  that  it  was  a  portion  of  General  Devin’s  brigade,  of  the 
First  Division,  which  had  crossed  Cedar  Creek  at  the  bridge,  and  was 
now  pushing  rapidly  to  the  front  to  participate  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  To  encourage  them  I  pointed  to  the  gun  which  had  been  taken 
by  my  advance  regiments,  and  advised  them  to  imsh  forward,  and,  if 
possible,  assist  that  portion  of  my  command  already  far  in  the  advance. 
Inspirited  by  this  evidence  of  success  these  troops,  which  had  been 
moving  at  the ‘Hrot,”  as  if  uncertain  Avhere  to  move,  now  took  the 
gallop.  This  occurred  after  dark.  Detachments  of  my  men  soon 
began  returning  from  the  advance,  having  in  charge  large  numbers  of 
prisoners.  To  all  such  as  were  seen  directions  were  given  to  take  their 
prisoners  across  to  the  north  bank  of  Cedar  Creek.  Owing  to  the  dark¬ 
ness  and  the  confusion  consequent  upon  a  pursuit  by  night,  many  of 
our  prisoners  would  undoubtedly  have  escaped  had  it  not  been  for  the 
wise  forethought  of  Brigadier-General  Devin,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  who  for  the  time  located  his  headquarters  near 
the  pike  and  on  a  hill  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Cedar  Creek,  and 
by  the  zealous  co-operation  of  his  staff*  and  escort  succeeded  in  securing 
safely  most  of  the  prisoners  which  my  advance  had  sent  back.  My  two 
regiments,  which  were  in  advance,  continued  the  pursuit  without  assist¬ 
ance  until  all  the  captures  made  south  of  Cedar  Creek  had  been  com¬ 
pleted,  All  guns  taken  from  the  enemy  were  left  standing  on  the  pike, 
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with  perhaps  a  guard  to  every  second  or  third  gun,  it  being  dark  and 
the  regimental  commanders  wisely  forbearing  to  weaken  their  com¬ 
mands  by  leaving  strong  guards.  It  was  owing  to  this  fact  that  the 
troops  of  General  Devin\s  command,  arriving  on  the  ground  and  seeing 
so  many  pieces  of  artillery  without  guards,  volunteered  their  assistance, 
which  was  gratefully  accepted  on  the  ])art  of  my  men.  My  extreme 
advance  having  passed  beyond  Btrasbiirg  and  reached  Fisher’s  Hill, 
where  the  last  gun  was  taken,  were  returning  when  they  met  General 
Devin’s  advance  about  one  mile  north  of  Strasburg  posting  guards 
over  the  captured  artillery,  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.  Before  returning. 
Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  and  vdio 
on  that  occasion  commanded  the  advance,  made  arrangements  for  the 
transfer  of  all  the  captured  guns,  &c.,  to  the  north  bank  of  Cedar 
Creek. 

From  the  above  relation  of  facts  it  will  readily  be  seen  how  the  claims 
of  General  Devin’s  command  to  a  share  of  the  captures  on  that  day 
originated.  A  division  of  infantry  belonging  to  the  Nineteenth  Cor])s 
was  sent  to  Strasburg  that  night  to  help  secure  and  bring  oft  the  cap¬ 
tured  artillery,  wagons,  &c. 

To  General  Devin’s  trooxis  and  to  this  division  of  infantry  the  thanks 
of  my  command  are  due  for  their  assistance  in  bringing  off  the  guns 
(forty-five  in  number)  caxitured  by  my  command  from  the  enemy  that 
clay. 

In  closing  my  report  I  desire  iiarticularly  to  mention  Colonel  Wells, 
First  Vermont  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  Col.  A.  C.  M. 
Pennington,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
Both  these  officers  distinguished  themselves  by  their  xiersonal  gallantry 
and  by  the  successful  and  skillful  manner  in  Avhich  they  hanclled  their 
commands.  For  their  behavior  during  the  engagement,  as  well  as  for 
their  corresponding  good  conduct  in  the  cavalry  engagement  of  the 
0th  of  October,  I  recommend  them  for  x^romotion  to  the  rank  of  brig¬ 
adier-general  IT.  S.  Volunteers. 

My  staff  officers  who  have  been  mentioned  in  former  reports  again 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  courageous  bearing  and  rendered  me 
most  invaluable  assistance  throughout  the  engagement.  I  append  a 
list  of  their  names:  Surg.  L.  P.  Woods,  surgeon-in-chiefj  Cax)t.  Charles 
W.  Lee,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  x)rovost-marshal5  Cax)t.  L.  AV.  Barn¬ 
hart,  commissary  of  musters;  Cax>t.  E.  F.  Decker,  acting  aide-de-camxB 
Lieut.  E.  F.  Norvell,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  F.  A.  Nims,  acting 
aide-de-camx3 ;  Lieut.  B.  F.  Gilbert,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  command¬ 
ing  escort;  Lieut.  Henry  Mayell,  signal  officer. 

Bespectfullv  submitted. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 

Brevet  Major-General^  (Uyntmanding'  Third  Division. 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 

A  J>  1)  E  ND  A  . 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

October  ^7,  1864. 

Soldiers  of  the  Third  Cavalry  Diytsion: 

With  pride  and  gratification  your  commamling  general  congratulates 
you  upon  your  brilliant  and  glorious  achievements  of  the  xiast  few  days. 
On  the  Oth  of  the  xiresent  month  you  attacked  a  vastly  suxierior  force 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry^  strongly  posted,  with  artillery  in  jmsition,  and 
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commaiidod  by  that  famous  Savior  of  the  Valley,  ’’  Eosser.  Eotwitli- 
stauding  the  enemy’s  superiority  in  numbers  and  imsition,  you  drove 
him  twenty  miles  from  the  battle-field,  capturing  his  artillery,  six  pieces 
ill  all ;  also  his  entire  train  of  wagons  and  ambulances  and  a  large 
number  of  prisoners.  Again,  during  the  memorable  engagement  of 
the  19th  instant,  your  conduct  throughout  Avas  sublimely  heroic,  and 
Avithout  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  Avarfare.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  Avhen  disaster  and  defeat  seemed  to  threaten  our  noble  army  on 
all  sides,  your  calm  and  determined  bravery  Avhile  exposed  to  a  terrible 
fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns,  added  not  a  little  to  restore  confidence  to 
that  iiart  of  our  army  already  broken  and  driA-en  back  on  the  right. 
AfterAvard  rapidly  transferred  from  the  right  fiank  to  the  extreme  left, 
you  materially  and  successfully  assisted  in  defeating  the  enemy  in  his 
attempt  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  our  army.  Again,  ordered  upon  the 
right  flank,  you  attacked  and  defeated  a  division  of  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry,  driAung  him  in  confusion  across  Cedar  Creek.  Then,  changing 
your  front  to  the  left  at  a  gallop,  you  charged  and  turned  the  left  flank 
of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  and  pursued  his  broken  and  demoralized 
army  a  distance  of  five  miles.  Night  alone  put  an  end  to  your  pursuit. 
Among  the  substantial  fruits  of  this  great  Auctory  you  can  boast  of 
having  captured  five  battle-flags,  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  includ¬ 
ing  Major-General  Eamseur,  and  forty -five  of  the  forty-eight  iiieces  of 
artillery  taken  from  the  enemy  on  that  day,  thus  making  fifty -one 
pieces  of  artillery  captured  within  the  short  space  of  ten  days.  This 
is  a  record  of  Avhich  you  may  Avell  be  proud — a  record  aa^oii  and  estab¬ 
lished  by  your  gallantry  and  perseverance.  You  have  surrounded  the 
name  of  the  Third  Cavalry  Division  Avith  a  halo  of  glory  as  enduring 
as  time.  The  history  of  this  war,  when  truthfully  written,  Avill  contain 
no  brighter  page  than  that  upon  Avhich  is  recorded  the  chivalrous  deeds, 
the  glorious  triumphs,  of  the  soldiers  of  this  division. 

G.  A.  CUSTEE, 

Brevet  Mujor-Generalj  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Xovemher  7,  1864, 

Maj.  William  Eussell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjiitant-Generalj  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division: 

Ma.jor:  In  the  engagement  of  the  19th  ultimo  this  division  captured 
from  the  enemy  forty-five  pieces  of  artillery,  a  large  number  of  prison¬ 
ers,  &c.  In  an  official  communication  addressed  to  Major  Farrington, 
j)rovost-marshal  of  the  cavalry.  Middle  Military  Division,  I  reported 
tlie  captured  iiroperty  and  material  referred  to  above.  This  communi¬ 
cation  was  dated  on  or  about  the  2Ist  of  October,  I8GI.  Since  other 
commands  have  seen  fit  to  contend  the  just  claims  of  this  division  to 
the  honor  of  having  captured  the  forty- five  pieces  of  artillery  above 
mentioned,  and  since  cards  have  been  published  in  some  of  the  most 
prominent  journals  of  the  country,  reflecting  in  a  highly  discreditable 
manner  upon  portions  of  this  division,  as  well  as  upon  the  division  com¬ 
mander,  I  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  request  that  the  chief  of 
cavalry  will  give  or  enable  to  be  given  an  official  decision  regarding  the 
claims  of  this  division  to  the  capture  of  the  guns,  Avagons,  &c.,  referred 
to  in  the  beginning  of  this  communication.  If  there  exists  any  doubt 
in  his  mind  in  relation  to  the  facts  concerning  the  captures  of  the 
19th  ultimo^  I  Avould  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  board  composed 
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of  officers  who  are  wholly  disinterested  regarding  the  (iiiestion  to  he 
decided,  let  this  hoard  have  authority  to  summon  officers  as  witnesses, 
and  to  receive  the  evidence  which  may  he  produced.  In  that  way  the 
facts  of  the  case  may  he  arrived  at.  I  inclose  a  card  taken  from  the 
New  York  Daily  Times  of  the  28th.*  As  that  is  a  matter  in  which 
every  officer  and  soldier  in  my  command  is  deeply  interested,  I  trust 
my  application  will  receive  a  favorable  consideration. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

G.  A.  OUSTER, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  Third  Division, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

November  15j  1864, 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  Division: 

•  Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  78,  from  your  head¬ 
quarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following: 

Captured  from  the  enemy  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign :  51 
pieces  of  artillery,  30  caissons,  1  battery  wagon,  44  army  wagons, 
23  spring  wagons  and  ambulances,  1  medicine  wagon,  243  horses,  182 
mules,  207  sets  artillery  harness,  197  sets  wagon  harness,  wagons  con¬ 
taining  ordnance  stores,  152  head  beef-cattle,  180  horses  captured  and 
branded. 

Destroyed  during  the  campaign:  3  caissons,  4  army  wagons,  4 
spring  wagons  and  ambulances;  10  mills,  valued  at  $20,000;  150  barns, 
containing  1,500  tons  hay,  valued  at  $30,000;  Staunton  railroad  and 
railroad  property,  valued  at  $30,000;  10,000  bushels  wheat,  valued  at 
$20,000;  2,000  bushels  oats  and  rye,  valued  at  $3,000;  400  head  sheep, 
100  head  cattle,  driven  to  near  our  lines.  Lost,  4  blacksmith  forges. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  A.  CUSTER, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding  Third  Division. 


No.  158. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  McIntosh^  II.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  ISeptemher  13  and  17. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

/September  13,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  moved  from  camp  this 
morning  with  the  Second  Ohio,  Third  New  Jersey,  Fifth  New  York, 
First  Connecticut,  and  Second  New  York  Regiments  of  Cavalry  and 
with  one  section  of  Battery  M,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery.  1  was  ordered 
to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  and 
to  cross  the  Opequon,  if  possible,  to  find  out  what  the  force  of  the 
enemy  consisted  of  on  that  road  or  vicinity.  I  endeavored  to  capture 
the  enemy’s  iiicket  at  Limestone  Ridge,  wliich  was  about  fifty  strong. 

*  Iiiclosure  not  found. 
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For  that  purpose  I  marched  strong  squadrons  on  each  flank  of  my 
column  and  on  a  line  with  the  advance  guard.  They  were  thrown 
well  to  the  right  and  left,  with  orders  to  push  beyond  the  ridge  under 
cover  of  the  woods,  and  then  to  charge  toward  the  Berryville  and  Win¬ 
chester  pike.  The  enemy,  however,  frustrated  the  movement  by 
hastily  evacuating  the  ridge.  I  then  pushed  my  column  across  the 
Opequon,  and  by  advancing  rapidly  soon  came  up  Avith  the  enemy’s 
caA^alry,  i)osted  on  a  high  eminence  commanding  the  road  and  in  a 
woods,  where  they  dismounted  and  gave  my  advance  regiment,  the 
Second  Ohio,  a  hot  fire.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Second  Ohio  to 
march  to  the  left  and  flank  the  position.  As  soon  as  the  enemy 
discovered  my  moA^ement  he  hastily  AvithdreAv.  I  then  pushed  on 
rapidly  over  the  main  road,  which  ran  through  a  ravine  Avith  high 
hills  on  each  side  and  A-ery  Avooded.  In  adAuincing  rapidly,  I  over¬ 
took  some  of  their  dismounted  men,  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  a 
thick  skirt  of  Avoods.  Colonel  Siiydam,  of  the  Third  'New  Jersey  Cav¬ 
alry,  by  my  order,  dismouiited  a  squadron,  which  went  into  the  woods 
and  brought  out  tAveiity  or  thirty  prisoners.  In  the  meantime  I  kept 
pushing  on  my  advance,  when  it  Avas  reported  to  me  that  there  was  a 
strong  infantry  line  in  my  front.  I  immediately  rode  on  a  hill  to  the 
line  of  skirmishers,  saw  their  force,  and  sent  word  to  Colonel  Suydam, 
of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  to  charge  one  squadron  up  the  road 
as  hard  as  they  could  go,  and  at  the  same  time  charged  my  skirmishers 
as  foragers.  The  enemy  seeing  us  coming  on  determinedly,  broke  and 
gained  cover  in  a  AAmods  to  their  right,  which  Ave  immediately  sur¬ 
rounded  and  captured  the  organization  of  the  Eighth  South.  Carolina 
Infantry,  including  Colonel  Henagan  and  their  battle-flag.  This  regi¬ 
ment  was  on  picket  half  a  mile  in  front  of  KershaAv’s  division,  Avhich 
soon  formed  and  came  doAvn  in  force.  I  then  sounded  the  recall  and 
marched  back,  crossing  the  Opequon  in  safety,  and  reached  camp  about 
5  p.  m. 

The  result  of  the  morning’s  work  was  10  commissioned  olflcers  and 
127  non-commissioned  officers  and  i)rivates  captured,  A\^ith  their  battle- 
flag.  The  prisoners  are  classified  as  follows :  Eighth  South  Carolina 
Volunteers,  1  colonel  and  13  line  officers  and  92  enlisted  men;  Twenty- 
first  Virginia  Cavalry,  2 line  officers  and  13  enlisted  men;  Thirty-sixth 
Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry,  9  enlisted  men;  Thirty-seventh  Battalion 
Virginia  Cavalry,  9  enlisted  men;  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry,  1  enlisted 
man;  TAvelfth  Virginia  Cavalry,  1  enlisted  man;  Twenty-fifth  Virginia 
Cavalry,  2  enlisted  men;  making  a  total  of  16  commissioned  officers  and 
127  enlisted  men.  Aggregate,  143. 

The  loss  of  my  brigade  was  as  folloAvs:  2  men  killed  and  3  Avounded; 
one  of  the  wounded  men  was  captured  going  to  the  rear. 

The  Second  Ohio  and  Third  New  Jersey  deserve  especial  credit 
for  the  handsome  manner  in  Avhich  they  performed  their  duties.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  Corpl.  Isaac  Gause,*  of  Company  E, 
Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  secured  the  colors  and  brought  them  in. 

The  brigade  advanced  to  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Winchester. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MCINTOSH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

*  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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[First  iudorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  BerrytHlIe,  TVf.,  September  13^  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  chief  of  cavalry, 
Middle  Military  Division : 

Having  witnessed  the  operations  of  General  McIntosh’s  command  it 
aifords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  judicious  manage¬ 
ment  and  promptitude  of  General  McIntosh  as  well  as  the  dash  and 
good  conduct  of  the  troops.  The  charge  of  the  squadron  of  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  which  resulted  in  breaking  through  the  rebel  in¬ 
fantry  picket  and  skirmish  line,  is  specially  worthy  of  mention;  it 
effectually  opened  the  Avay  for  surrounding  and  (capturing  the  rebel 
regiment  encountered.  In  accomplishing  this  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awarded  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 


[Secoud  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

September  14.,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding. 

This  was  a  very  handsomely  conducted  affair  and  deserving  of 
notice. 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Berryville,  Fa.,  September  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report,  as  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance 
made  by  me  Avith  three  regiments  of  my  brigade  at  1  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  that  last  night  there  was  no  force  of  fhe  enemy  on  Limestone  Ridge 
on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike;  that  whatever  force  had  been 
there  was  wuthdraAvn  early  last  evening  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Ope- 
quon,  and  regret  to  say  that  the  principal  object  of  the  scout,  viz,  cai)- 
turing  the  force  stationed  on  Limestone  Ridge,  was  in  consequence 
frustrated,  capturing  but  tAvo  prisoners,  vedettes  (in  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Opequon  and  belonging  to  the  Twenty-first  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Information  obtained  from  a  citizen  living  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
Berryville  and  Winchester  jiike,  and  west  of  the  Opequon,  and  corrobo- 
rateci  by  his  neighbors,  indicates  that  Kershaw’s  brigade  has  moved  up 
the  Valley  Avithin  two  days  past.  Prisoners  also  state  it  is  currently 
reported  a  portion  of  their  army  has  recently  moved  up  the  Valley.  Be¬ 
fore  returning  I  burned  two  ffouring  mills  (Jones’,  near  the  Opequon, 
and  a  mill  at  Abraham’s  Creek,  on  the  Winchester  pike). 

Respectfully  submitted. 

j.  B.  McIntosh, 

Brig  a  dier-  Genera  1. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
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No.  159.' 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  C.  3f.  Rennington^  Third  JTew  Jersey  Cavalry^ 

commanding  First  Brigade^  of  operations  October  1!)-Fecember  10. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brioade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  Russell,  T7f.,  December  10,  1804. 

Captain:  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  make  the  followhig  report  of  oper¬ 
ations  of  my  brigade  since  October  19,  1864: 

Battle  of  October  19 y  1804. — About  4  a.  m.  on  tlie  19th  of  October  my 
command  was  saddled  np,  in  consequence  of  heavy  picket-firing  and 
skirmishing  along  the  line  of  the  army.  The  firing  soon  became  gen¬ 
eral,  and  about  an  hour  after  daylight  I  received  orders  to  move  with 
my  brigade  to  a  point  which  would  be  shown  me  by  a  staff  officer.  I 
moved  immediately  and  formed  line  of  battle  at  a  place  pointed  out, 
which  was  in  rear  of  the  infantry  and  about  a  mile  from  the  Yalley  pike. 
At  this  time  a  large  number  of  stragglers  were  moving  to  the  rear,  and 
I  sent  out  a  squadron  from  my  command  to  assist  my  provost  guard  in 
rallying  the  fugitives,  and  partially  succeeded  in  arresting  their  prog¬ 
ress.  I  remained  in  this  position  until  the  infantry  had  fallen  back  to 
within  about  100  yards  of  my  line,  when  I  moved,  in  obedience  to  an 
order  from  General  Custer,  to  tlie  extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  formed 
line  with  my  right  resting  on  the  Yalley  pike,  placing  my  command 
as  much  under  cover  of  woods  and  knolls  as  possible.  While  here 
my  brigade  was  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  and  several 
horses  and  men  were  put  hors  de  combat  in  the  Eighteenth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cavalry  by  the  ex])losion  of  a  shell  at  the  head  of  one  of  its 
squadrons.  A  regiment  of  some  other  division  was  deployed  as  skir¬ 
mishers  in  front  of  my  brigade.  My  command  was  not  engaged  while  in 
this  position.  General  Sheridan  .having  arrived  upon  the  field  shortly 
after  we  had  taken  position  here,  and  the  infantry  having  been  rallied, 
my  brigade  was  transferred  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade  of  the  division  having  been  left  to  (j)ick(ff)  hold  the  riglit 
of  the  line.  At  the  time  we  moved  to  the  left  of  the  army  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  of  my  brigade,  was  also  left  to  picket  Fawcett’s 
Gap  and  the  Back  road,  connecting  with  the  Second  Brigade.  In  look¬ 
ing  for  a  position  for  my  command,  I  came  in  sight  of  about  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  cavalry,  api)arently  feeding  in  an  open  field  about  1,209  yards 
distant.  The  battery  (B  and  L,  Second  TJ.  S,  Artillery)  was  placed 
in  position  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  enemy,  and  I  formed  two  regi¬ 
ments,  Second  Ohio  and  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  and  charged 
the  enemy,  who  mounted  their  horses  and  fled.  I  then,  after  a  slight 
skirmish,  halted  and  formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  the  Filth 
New  York  being  on  the  left.  Second  New  York  and  Second  Ohio  in  the 
center,  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  on  the  right  and  connecting  with 
the  left  of  Second  Brigade.  My  command  was  held  in  this  position  for 
nearly  two  hours,  witli  skirmishers  thrown  out.  No  firing  of  conse¬ 
quence  occurred  at  this  time,  although  the  enemy  in  force  were  in  my 
front.  At  the  end  ol  two  hours  I  received  an  order  from  General 
Custer  to  withdraw  my  command  and  move  farther  to  the  left.  This  I 
did,  moving  with  the  First  Connecticut  t^avalry  in  front.  Coming  in 
sight  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  I  directed  the  First  Connecticut  Ca  v¬ 
alry  to  charge  them,  which  they  did,  and  drove  them  in  upon  their  main 
body.  The  remainder  of  the  command  coming  uj),  I  formed  the  Second 
Ohio  and  Second  New  York  to  charge  with  the  First  Connecticut,  the 
Second  Ohio  to  take  the  right,  the  Second  New  York  the  left,  both 
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regiments  to  try  and  Hank  tlie  enemy,  wliile  the  First  Coimectient 
eliarged  in  front.  This  movement  was  entirely  succiessful,  amt  the 
onemy  were  driven  beyond  Cedar  Creek  across  Ciipp’s^  While 

this  was  being  done  the  Fifth  New^  York  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  moved  with  the  battery  (B  and  L,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery), 
the  former  in  advance  and  the  latter  in  rear,  at  agalloii  to  Cedar  Creek. 
Arriving  th(n-e  the  Fifth  Yew  York  Cavalry  crossed  and  charged  with 
the  First  A^ermont  Cavalry,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  capturing,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  First  Vermont,  the  following-mentioned  property: 
45  ])ieces  of  artillery,  28  caissons,  1  battery  wagon,  34  army  wagons,  12 
spring  wagons  and  ambnlances,  103  sets  artillery  harness,  150  sets 
wagon  harness,  196  horses,  134  mules.  The  Fifth  Yew  York  Cavalry, 
of  my  brigade,  received  receipts  for  one-half  of  the  above-mentioned 
property. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  were  driven  across  Cnpp’s  Ford  I  withdrew 
the  Second  Yew  York  and  Second  Ohio  and  moved  to  the  support  of 
Fifth  Yew^  York  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania.  I  found  the  Eight¬ 
eenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  battery  in  position  near  Cedar  Creek,  but 
Avas  unable  to  overtake  the  Fifth  Yew  York,  and  it  being  dark,  I 
halted  my  command,  and  Avith  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
and  the  battery,  Avhich  joined  my  command,  I  returned  to  the  carnii  of 
the  day  before.  The  Fifth  YeAV  York  did  not  join  until  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  having  been  guarding  captured  property  all  night.  In  this 
engagement  my  command  lost  2  men  killed  and  15  men  wounded.* 

On  the  20th  of  October  the  brigade  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to 
Fisher’s  Hill,  on  the  Back  road,  and  not  finding  the  enemy,  returned 
to  cainx)  near  Middletown.  From  this  date  to  the  8th  of  Yovember  the 
brigade  performed  picket  duty  on  the  line  of  Cedar  Creek,  Avith  occa¬ 
sional  scouting.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Yovember,  before  day¬ 
light,  I  received  orders  to  move  with  my  brigade  to  a  iioint  on  the 
A" alley  pike,  between  Winchester  and  YewtoAvn,  to  prevent  an  attack  on 
either  of  these  idaces  by  Eosser,  who  was  reported  to  be  moving  in  that 
direction.  I  moA^ed  as  directed,  and  encamped  about  two  miles  south 
of  Kernsto  wn .  Eemained  here  until  the  9th,  Avhen  an  order  was  received 
to  moA^e  to  Mount  Zion  Church,  and  jiicket  from  Fawcett’s  Gap  to  the 
Middle  road,  taking  the  road  to  YewtoAvn  for  my  line.  Beached  Mount 
Zion  Church  about  dark,  relieved  the  Second  Yew  York  Cavalry,  which 
had  been  left  at  Mount  Zion  Church  to  picket  Avhile  the  brigade  Avas 
absent.  The  next  day  I  moved  the  brigade  to  its  present  cam})  near 
Kernstown,  after  establishing  my  picket-line,  which  extended  from 
FaATcett’s  Gap  to  the  Middle  road. 

Battle  of  November  12. — The  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  was  on  picket  at 
MouDt  Zion  Church  on  the  12th  of  Yovember,  and  with  the  First  Con¬ 
necticut  Cavalry,  which  had  been  sent  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Cedar 
Creek,  was  attacked  and  driven  back  to  within  a  mile  of  camj).  I  moved 
out  Avith  the  Avhole  brigade  and  attacked  the  enemy.  I  succeeded  in 
driving  him  easily  until  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  creek,  when  they 
made  a  shariA  resistance.  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  the  regi¬ 
ments  being  in  column,  with  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  and  having  the 
“  charge”  sounded,  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  nearly  to  the  creek, 
Avhen  they  again  rallied.  A  shari)  figlit  here  ensued,  but  the  enemy  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  and  lied  in  confusion  apross  Cedar  Creek.  After 
dri\'ing  them  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Lebanon  Church,  three  miles 
beyond  Cedar  Creek,  1  Avithdrew  my  brigade  to  near  Mount  Zion  Church, 
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and  after  forming  it  moved  again  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  then  returned  to 
camp.  In  this  engagement  I  lost  the  following:  Killed,  1  officer  and  1 
man  j  wounded,  3  officers  and  18  men;  missing,  2  officers  and  72  men. 

On  the  13th  of  November  went  on  a  reconnaissance  with  the  division 
to  Cedar  Creek  and  returned  at  4  p.  m.  Eemained  in  cam}^  performing 
picket  duty  and  occasional  scouting  until  the  21st  of  November,  wlipai 
the  division  moved  on  a  reconnaissance  to  New  Market;  encamped  at 
Woodstock  on  the  night  of  the  21st. 

Battle  of  No'cemher  22, — Left  AVoodstock  at  7  o’cloclron  the  morning  of 
the  22d  and  met  the  enemy’s  pickets  near  Edenburg,  the  Second  Division 
being  in  advance;  drove  in  their  pickets  steadily  till  we  reacfiied  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  about  a  mile  beyond  Mount  Jackson, 
where  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  drawn  up  on  Eude’s 
Hill.  The  Second  Division  (General  Powell)  being  formed  to  attack  the 
enemy,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Custer  to  form  my  brigade  in  rear  of  the 
Second  Division  to  support  it  in  case  of  necessity.  I  had  only  formed  two 
regiments  when  the  enemy’s  cavalry  moved  off  toAvard  our  right,  and 
the  enemy  developed  a  strong  line  of  infantry.  I  was  then  ordered  to 
recross  the  stream  with  my  brigade,  and  to  moA^e  AAuth  three  regiments 
to  Mount  Jackson,  leaving  the  remaining  two  regiments,  the  Second 
New  York  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  to  coA^er  the  crossing  of  the 
Second  Division  and  to  bring  up  the  rear.  General  Custer  took  charge 
of  these  two  regiments,  and  I  established  a  line  at  Mount  Jackson 
with  the  Second  Ohio,  Fifth  New  York,  and  Third  New  Jersey.  The 
Second  Division  passed  through  my  line  at  Mount  Jackson,  and  I  then 
took  the  rear  Avfith  my  brigade,  which  was  soon  joined  by  the  Second 
New  York.  The  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  Avhich  was  on  the  rear 
guard  with  the  Second  New  York,  was  not  to  be  found  till  after  the 
brigade  was  relieved  from  duty  as  the  rear  guard  by  the  Second  Bri¬ 
gade,  having  gone  to  the  rear  without  orders  and  avoided  the  fight.  I 
formed  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  the  Fifth  New  York  on  the 
extreme  right,  the  Second  Ohio  in  tlie  center,  and  the  Second  Nev^ 
York  on  the  left;  the  Third  New  Jersey  wms  held  in  reserve.  The 
enemy  followed  up  closely  with  cavalry  and  infantry.  By  falling  back 
gradually  their  cavalry  Avas  draAvn  out  b(^.yond  the  suiAport  of  their 
infantry,  and  my  men  drove  them  back  gallantly  in  CA^ery  instance 
uiAon  their  infantry.  The  Second  Ncay  York,  Second  Ohio,  Fifth  New 
York,  and  Third  New  Jersey  deserve  great  credit  for  their  conspicuous 
gallantry  in  this  engagement,  and  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which 
they  rallied  under  tire.  My  command  was  engaged  Avith  the  enemy 
until  we  reached  Edenburg,  when  my  brigade  was  relieved  by  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Brigade.  Encamped  that  night  at  Woodstock,  and  on  the  23d 
returned  to  our  old  camp  near  Kernstown.  In  this  engagement  my 
command  lost  2  men  killed,  2  officers  and  21  men  Avounded,  and  9  men 
missing.  Here  we  remained  till  November  28,  Avhen  the  division 
marched  to  Moorefield  to  intercept  General  Eosser,  who  had  been  to 
New  Creek  on  an  expedition  to  cut  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad. 
Eeached  Moorefield  on  the  30th,  sent  a  reconnaissance  toward  Peters¬ 
burg,  and  on  its  return  left  Moorefield  and  marched  back  to  the  army, 
which  we  reached  on  the  2d,  and  have  remained  in  present  camp  since 
that  date. 

In  all  of  these  engagements  the  regiments  of  my  command  behaved 
gallantly,  with  the  excejltion  of  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  which 
set  a  very  bad  example  to  the  brigade  in  the  actions  of  November  12 
and  22, 
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Capt.  H.  N.  Easton,  commanding  Second  Ohio  Cavalry;  Maj.  T.  A. 
Boice,  commanding  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry;  Maj.  M.  B.  Birdseye, 
commanding  Second  New  York  Cavalry;  Capt.  J.  B.  Rogers,  com¬ 
manding  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  and  Maj.  William  P.  Robeson, 
commanding  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  deserve  especial  mention  for 
the  zeal  with  which  they  performed  their  duties,  and  the  skill  with 
which  they  handled  their  regiments.  Col.  Walter  C.  Hull,  of  the  Second 
New  York  Cavalry,  met'  his  death  almost  instantly,  while  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment  in  a  charge  on  the  12th  of  November.  Capt.  J.  B. 
Rogers,  commanding  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  was  shot  in  the  foot 
in  the  same  engagement,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  rendered  important  service  carrying  orders, 
and  all  behaved  with  their  usual  coolness  and  gallantry. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient' servant, 

A.  C.  M.  PENNINGTON, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- CeneraC  Third  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  H>0. 

Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  Bray  ton  IveSj  First  Connectient  Cavalry.,  of  oper¬ 
ations  Octoher  18-Decemher  3. 

Headquaeters  First  Connecticut  Cavalry, 

December  .9,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  colonel  commanding  the 
brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry  since  the  18th  of  October,  1864: 

At  that  time  the  regiment  was  under  the  command  of  Capt.  E.  W. 
French,  camped  near  Cedar  Creek.  Early  on  the  mbrning  of  the  19th 
it  broke  camp,  moved  across  the  pike,  then  to  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line,  and  at  4  p.  m.  moved  forward  in  advance  of  the  whole  division.  It 
charged  a  portion  of  the  enemy  under  Rosser,  drove  them  across  the 
creek  and  held  them  until  after  dark,  when  Captain  French  was  ordered 
to  picket  the  creek  at  Cupp’s  Mill.  On  the  next  day  he  was  directed 
to  march  in  the  direction  of  Front  Royal  in  search  of  guns  said  to  have 
been  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  Findiiig  none  he  returned  and  camped 
near  Middletown.  The  next  day  he  moved  to  the  old  camp  near 
Cedar  Creek  on  the  battle-ground  of  the  19th.  On  the  24th  instant  the 
regiment  was  on  picket;  was  relieved  next  day  and  remained  in  camp 
till  the  27th,  when  it  went  on  a  recionnaissance  to  Tom’s  Brook,  return¬ 
ing  the  same  day.  For  the  next  eight  days  it  remained  quietly  in  camp, 
and  on  the  5th  of  November,  Capt.  J.  B.  Rogers  commanding  the  regi¬ 
ment,  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance  to  Tom’s  Brook,  which  he 
did,  finding  no  enemy.  Excepting  an  occasional  tour  of  picket  duty 
and  change  of  camp,  the  regiment  experienced  nothing  of  interest  till 
the  12th  instant,  Avhen  (hptain  Rogers  was  ordered  to  make  a  recon¬ 
naissance  toward  Cedar  Creek.  During  this  an  attemi)t  was  made  by 
the  enemy  to  surround  him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  but 
being  re-enforced  by  portions  of  the  brigade  the  enemy  was  in  turn 
forced  to  retire.  During  the  action  Captain  Rogers  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  foot,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon 
Capt.  J.  B.  Morehouse. 
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(Jn  the  loth  the  regiment  went  with  the  division  on  a  recounaissance 
toward  Cedar  Creek,  returned  the  same  day,  and  continued  in  camp 
till  tlie  ITth,  when  Captain  Morehouse  was  ordered  to  make  a  recon¬ 
naissance  to  Middletown.  Finding  no  enemy  he  returned  to  camp  and 
remained  till  the  21st  instant.  He  then  started  for  Remount  Camp, 
Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  having  in  his  charge  the  unserviceable  horses  of 
the  brigade.  He  camped  near  Martinsburg  that  niglit  and  reached  the 
camp  on  the  22d  instant.  Here  Major  Whitaker  assumed  command  of 
the  regiment,  and  worked  diligently  for  the  next  three  days  in  provid¬ 
ing  the  men  with  such  articles  as  they  required.  On  the  25th  instant 
I  arrived  at  the  canqi  and  took  command  of  the  regiment.  Horses 
were  issued  to  me  on  the  28th,  and  I  started  for  the  front,  but  Avas 
ordered  back  on  account  of  a  threatened  movement  by  Mosby.  Late 
in  the  atternoon  of  the  29th  I  received  orders  from  Major  Otis,  special 
ins])ector  cavalry,  to  proceed  to  Martinsburg  and  guard  to  the  front  a 
drove  of  cattle.  I  camped  that  night  at  Huffielcks,  reached  jMartins- 
burg  the  day  folloAving,  and  on  the  1st  of  December  took  the  cattle  to 
Stephenson’s  Depot,  where  I  received  orders  to  guard  them  till  relieved. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant  I  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Peck, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-third  New  York  Infantry,  and  at  8  a. 
m.  on  the  3d  I  started  for  the  headquarters  of  Major-General  Torbert, 
Avhich  I  reached  at  12  m.,  and  Avas  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Pen¬ 
nington,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
report  is  necessarily  meager,  owing  to  the  absence  of  both  Captain 
Rogers  and  Captain  French. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAYTON  IVES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Miller, 

Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  161. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  Y.  Allstrom,  Third  JYew  Jersey  Cavalry.,  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  18-December  8. 

Headquarters  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry, 

Camp  Russell,  Ya.,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  of  the  8th  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  a  review  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment 
since  October  18,  1864 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  latter  date  this  regiment  broke  camp  near 
Cedar  Creek  and  relieved  the  Second  New  York  on  picket  near  Faw¬ 
cett’s  Gap,  grand  reserve  near  Mount  Zion  Church.  No  appearance 
of  the  enemy.  October  19,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  heavy  fir¬ 
ing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Middletown.  At  9  a.  m.  ordered  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Custer  to  move  the  grand  reserve  near  Saint  Paul’s  Church,  remove 
the  left  pickets,  communicating  Avith  the  Second  Brigade,  and  hold 
Fawcett’s  Gap  as  long  as  practicable.  At  4  p.  m.  ordered  to  join  the 
First  Brigade  near  Middletown;  proceeded  about  three  miles  beyond 
Cedar  Creek  and  returned  to  camp.  October  20,  this  regiment,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Suydam  com- 
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iiiaiHliug’,  ma(l(‘  a  reconnaissance  to  Narrow  Passage,  a  short  distance 
from  Columbia  Purnace,  capturing  a  few  stragglers  from  the  enemy; 
returned  to  camp  about  11  p.  m.  Octol)er  21,  changed  cam])  about  a 
mile  nearer  Middletown.  October  22,  re-enforced  by  about  100  men 
from  Kemount  Cam]).  October  23,  went  on  i)icket  near  Forge  Ford. 
October  24,  picket  relieved.  October  25,  in  camx).  October  2o,  Major 
Carpenter,  paymastei',  paid  off  the  regiment,  including  31st  of  August, 
1864.  October  27,  in  cam]).  October  28,  Acent  on  xiicket  and  was  re¬ 
lieved  October  20.  October  2>0,  dismounted  men,  about  eighty  in  num¬ 
ber,  ordered  to  Kemount  Camx).  October  31,  accom])anie(l  by  the  Sec¬ 
ond  New  York,  Maj.  Wtlliam  P.  Fobeson  commamling,  made  a  recon¬ 
naissance  to  near  Columbia  Furnace;  started  at  3  a.  m.  and  returned  at 
4  X).  m. 

November  1  to  7,  in  camx)  near  Cedar  Creek  and  on  xnck(t.  NoA^em- 
ber  8,  accompanying  First  Brigade,  marched  to  KernstoAAui,  threw  out 
vedettes,  and  bivouacked  during  the  night;  reconnaissance  of  150 
men  througli  Petticoat  Ga])  to  Komney'  pike,  under  Caxitain  Yard. 
November  0,  at  3  x).  ni.  marclied  AAuth  brigade  to  Saint  Paul’s  Church 
and  Avent  into  bivouac  during  night.  November  10,  marched  back 
and  encamxied  about  a  mile  in  rear  of  x)Pesent  encamximent.  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  Avent  on  reconnaissance  to  Cedar  Creek.  November  12,  marched 
with  brigade  and  xiiirticix)ated  in  rex^ulsing  Eosser’s  attack  on  the  out- 
Xiosts,  going  on  picket  at  night.  November  13,  reheA^ed  from  picket 
and  AA^ent  into  camxi  at  present  x)hice.  November  14  to  20,  in  camx)  and 
doing  xhcket  duty.  NoA^ember  21,  broke  camxi  and  marched  with  First 
and  Second  Divisions  to  AYoodstock.  November  22,  marched  to  near 
New  Market  and  x^articixiated  in  reconnoitering  the  enemy’s  x?osition, 
losing  1  killed,  6  wounded,  and  3  missing;  returned  same  day  to 
Woodstock.  November  23,  marched  back  to  x^i’esent  camx).  Novem¬ 
ber  24  to  28,  in  camx)  and  doing  xiicket  duty.  At  midnight  28th 
broke  camx)  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Moorefield,  reaching  the 
latter  x^la.ce  on  the  30th,  passing  Cax)on  Yalley,  Wardens ville,  and 
Baker’s  Eun.  Started  back  on  the  latter  date  and  returned  to  camx) 
on  tlie  2d  of  December,  marching  through  North  Eiver  Valley  and  on 
Eomney  x^ike.  December  3  to  8,  in  camx^  and  doing  xhcket  duty. 

Verv  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  Y.  ALLSTEOM, 

Major ^  Commanding  Third  JTeiv  Jersey  Cavalry. 

Cax)t.  C.  n.  Miller, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Brig.,  Third  Cav.  JJiv. 


No.  162. 

Report  of  Maj.  Walter  C.  Hull,  Second  Neiv  York  Cavalry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  October  9. 

Headquarters  Second  Neav  York  Cavalry, 

October  11,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  9th  instant  my 
regiment  was  held  in  reserve  as  a  support  to  the  artillery  until  after 
all  the  artillery  and  Avagons  had  been  captured.  I  was  then  ordered  to 
advance  toward  Columbia  Furnace,  which  I  did,  and  met  a  force  of  the 
enemy  about  two  miles  this  side  advancing  upon  me.  I  at  once 
charged  them  but  they  formed  under  cover  of  heavy  timber  and 
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repulsed  me.  The  enemy  then  charged,  but .  were,  in  turn,  repulsed. 
The  third  charge  which  Avas  made  drove  them  from  tlie  timber,  Avhich 
was  then  held  by  our  men.  The  only  man  of  the  regiment  who  par¬ 
ticularly  distinguished  hijiiself  was  C'orpl.  Philii)  Henesy,  Company  A, 
who  dashed  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy  and  brouglit  out  a  prisoner. 
My  regiment  captured  four  prisoners  and  lost  seA^en  men  wounded. 
VerA^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  C.  HULL, 

Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Lieutenant  Neville, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


No.  163. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mortimer  B.  Birdseye,  Second  JLetc  Tori-  Cavalry, 
of  operations  October  IS-Bccemher  S. 

Headquarters  Second  Neav  York  Caa^alry, 

Camp  Russell,  Va.,  December  8,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  liaA'e  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  my  command  since  the  18th  of  October  last,  in  compliance 
Avith  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  this  date: 

I  being  absent  from  the  command  previous  to  October  18  and  until 
November  11,  cannot  gwe  a  concise  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
command  during  my  absence.  October  18,  the  command  was  camped 
near  Cupp’s  Eord,  on  Cedar  Creek,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  A.  S. 
Glover,  Major  Hull  being  absent  on  a  leaA^e  of  absence.  October  19, 
the  command  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  the  casualties 
being  1  man  killed,  3  men  wounded,  and  8  men  missing.  October  20, 
the  command  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  returning  to 
camp  near  Cupp’s  Ford  about  dark.  October  21,  moved,  going  into 
camp  near  Middletown,  Ya.  October  22^  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to 
Mount  Olive,  returning  to  camp  same  day.  27th  instant  Major  Hull 
returned  and  took  command  of  the  regiment.  31st  instant  the  com¬ 
mand  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  returniug  to  camp 
same  day. 

November  5,  went  to  Newtown,  returning  to  camp  same  da.AV  NoA^em- 
ber  8,  iiart  of  the  regiment  went  on  picket  at  Cupp’s  Mill,  the  balance 
going  on  a  reconnaissance  to  Fisher’s  Hill.  NoA^ember  10,  returned, 
going  into  camp  near  the  present  headquarters  Third  CaAvalry  Division. 
November  11,  1  joined  the  regiment  with  375  recruits  from  Camp  Stone- 
man.  November  12,  marched  with  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of 
Cedar  Creek,  on  the  Back  road.  About  11  a.  m.  engaged  the  enemy 
near  Mount  Zion  Church,  the  engagement  lasting  until  2  p.  m.,  when 
my  command,  Asdth  the  brigade,  retired,  the  enemy  liaAdng  been  driven 
across  Cedar  Creek  and  some  two  miles  beyond.  Col.  Walter  C.  Hull 
Avas  almost  instantly  killed  about  11.30  while  leading  a  charge  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment;  he  was  killed  near  Cartwell’s  Springs.  Upon 
Colonel  Hull’s  death  I  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.  The  casual¬ 
ties  in  this  action  were  1  officer  and  1  man  killed,  1  officer  and  9  men 
wounded,  and  27  men  missing.  After  the  action  the  command  returned, 
establishing  its  present  cam}).  13th  instant,  made  a  reconnaissance  to 
Cedar  Creek,  returning  to  camp  same  day.  Remained  in  camp  doing 
picket  duty  on  the  brigade  picket-line  by  details  from  the  command,  as 
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ordered  from  brigade  headquarters,  until  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when 
the  command  marched  with  the  balance  of  the  division  up  the  Valley 
pike  in  the  direction  of  New  Market.  About  0.30  p.  m.  bivouacked  for 
the  night  at  Woodstock,  one  battalion  of  my  regiment  going  on  picket 
for  the  night.  At  daybreak  the  command  resumed  the  march  in  the 
direction  of  New  Market.  Met  the  enemy  about  noon  near  Mount 
Jackson,  when  an  engagement  ensued.  Finding  the  enemy’s  infantry 
in  strong  force,  the  entire  command  fell  back  iii  good  order,  the  enemy 
following  but  a  short  distance.  The  casualties  of  the  regiment  in  this 
action  were  1  man  killed,  2  officers  and  10  men  wounded,  5  men  miss¬ 
ing.  Marching  back  to  Woodstock,  bivouacked  for  the  night.  23d, 
returned  to  camx).  November  27,  I  received  a  seven-days’  leave  of 
absence,  leaving'the  regiment  in- command  of  Capt.  A.  S.  Glover.  29th 
instant,  broke  camx^  at  3  a.  m.  ,•  marched  with  the  division  on  the  Capon 
Sjirings  road,  bivouacking  for  the  night  near  Lost  River.  30th,  at  day¬ 
light  resumed  the  march,  reaching  Slooretield  about  noon.  Here  the 
division  halted,  and ‘my  command  made  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as 
Petersburg,  returning  to  Moorefield  about  5  m.  and  joined  the  divis¬ 
ion,  which  at  once  started  on  its  return,  reaching  camxi  the  2d  instant. 

December  4  I  returned  from  leave  of  absence  and  assumed  command 
of  my  regiment,  which  has  since  remained  in  camp. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

iM.  P>.  BIRDSEYE, 

[Aeutenant- Colonel.,  Commanding  JRegiment. 

Capt.  C.  H.  Millee, 

A.^fiifttant  Adjntant-  General. 


No.  164. 

Report  of  JAeni.  Col.  George  A.  Purington,  Aieeond  Ohio  Cavalry,  of 
operation.s  Oetoher  9. 

Headquaetees  Second  Ohio  Cavaley, 

In  the  Field,  October  11,  1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry  in  the  action  of  the  9th,  near  Fisher’s  Hill, 
Va.: 

The  regiment  occupied  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
and  advanced  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  line,  the  Second  Bat¬ 
talion,  under  Maj.  A.  B.  Nettleton,  covering  the  front  as  skirmishers. 
After  advancing  a  short  distance  the  enemy  in  strong  force  was  met  in 
line  of  battle.  The  Third  Battalion,  under  Capt.  Frank  E.  Watrous,  was 
thrown  around  their  right  and  rear,  pouring  in  volleys  from  their  Spen¬ 
cers  with  telling  effect,  as  the  number  of  dead  in  their  front  abundantly 
testified.  A  charge  being  then  ordered,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his 
strong  xiosition  at  the  point  of  the  saber,  not,  however,  without  severe  and 
close  fighting.  He  was  closely  followed  for  several  miles,  losing  some 
in  killed  and  wounded  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  regiment  Avas 
then  halted  and  formed  and  again  adv  anced  for  some  distance  without 
meeting  the  enemy,  and  soon  after,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  bri¬ 
gade  headquarters,  Avas  withdrawn. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  highly  x)raiseworthy,  and 
where  all  did  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate.  Special  mention  is, 
however,  made  of  Maj.  A.  B.  Nettleton,  Cax>t.  F.  E.  Watrous,  and  Lieut. 
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Warner  Pearson,  avIio  commanded  i)atta]i<nis,  and  wlio,  hy  personal 
example,  inspired  tlieir  men  with  a  conra ‘.»e  and  coniidence  unsurpassed. 
Sergeants  thipron,  Company  A,  Smitli,  (  'om])any  C,  Wilcox,  Comx)any 
1),  Stratton,  Coinx)any  P,  Cliester,  Com])any  Jl,  Ijiddy,  (  V)mx)anyl,  and 
Adams,  of  Company  M,  commanded  tlnn'r  respective  comxninies,  and 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  higiier  x)ositions  tiiau  they  now  occuijy. 
Honorable  mention  is  also  made  of  Sergeant  Morgan  and  Privates  Peed, 
Blackwell,  and  Haynes,  of  Com])any  A 5  Sergeants  Stearns,  Brewster, 
and  Polhamus,  of  Comx)any  B;  Sergeant  Hayden,  and  Davenport  and 
Pfouts,  privates,  of  Company  C  ;  Sergeants  Band  and  Maliii  and  Cor- 
X)oral  Traver,  of  Company  G;  Sergeants  Fisher  and  Gordon  and  Cor¬ 
poral  Leavitt  and  Privates  Hale,  IleiTicilc,  and  Keyes,  of  Company  H, 
and  Privates  Hughey  and  Wibley,  of  Comx>any  L. 

A  number  of  xmisoners  were  captured  by  the  regiment,  just  how  many 
is  not  known. 

Several  men  were  struck  by  spent  balls,  and  tliree — Sergeant  Wolfer, 
of  Company  I,  Coiporal  Leavitt,  of  Comx)any  11,  and  Private  Zedaker, 
Comxjany  B — were  severely  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  PUPINGTOK, 

Lieufenant-CoJonel^  Commamling  Second  Ohio  Canalry. 

Lieut.  B.  M.  ISTeville, 

Aeiimj  uAssisiant  Adjutant- Gener((l. 


No.  1G5. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  1f^.  Phillips,  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of 

operations  Octoher  8-9. 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

October  11,  1804.  ' 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  brigade 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  my  regiment  took  in  the  late  engagements: 

On  Saturday,  October  8,  my  regiment  (being  rear  guard  for  the 
division)  was  attacked  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  force.  The  rear 
battalion.  Lieutenant  Bloiigh  commanding,  formed  and  checked  them, 
killing  tliree  and  wounding  one  captain  and  six  others.  The  Third 
Battalion,  Caiitain  Britton,  formed  and  met  the  second  charge,  allowing 
Lieutenant  Blough  to  fall  back  behind  him.  This  was  done  in  some 
confusion,  owing  to  the  strength  and  confidence  with  which  the  enemy 
advanced.  My  men  fired  repeated  volleys  into  the  head  of  the  column 
and  so  effectually  checked  the  advance  that  a  flank  movement  on  his 
part  became  necessary.  As  soon  as  I  observed  this  I  ordered  my  men 
to  fall  back  and  take  iiosition  in  the  woods,  where  I  learned  the  Second 
New  York,  Major  Hull,  was  formed  to  assist  me.  This  they  did  in 
much  confusion,  owing  to  the  furious  charge  made  by  the  enemy.  He 
was  checked  by  the  charge  of  Major  Hull,  but,  coming  on  in  vastly 
superior  numbers,  we  were  forced  to  fall  back  upon  the  main  xiortion  of 
the  brigade.  In  this  running  fight  of  more  than  two  miles  I  lost  4  men 
killed,  7  wounded,  and  5  missing.  The  color  bearer  of  the  enemy  was 
seen  to  fall,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  advance  his  loss  must  have  been 
severe.  Much  credit  is  due  Lieutenant  Blough  and  Caiitain  Britton, 
and  the  officers  and  men  in  their  respeclive  battalions,  for  the  stubborn 
manner  in  which  they  met  the  reiieated  charges  of  the  enemy. 
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In  the  action  of  the  9th  I  was  ordered,  in  the  early  part  of  the  engage- 
in^it,  to  support  Major  Krom,  Fifth  New  York,  wliose  command  was 
deployed  on  the  right  of  our  line  as  skirmishers.  This  I  did  until 
ordered  by  one  of  General  Ouster’s  staff  to  tear  down  all  the  fences  in 
my  front,  and  deploy  my  whole  regiment  as  skirmishers.  I  had  scarcely 
got  it  deployed  as  ordered  when  General  Ouster  ordered  Oaptain  Brit¬ 
ton,  who  was  on  the  left  of  the  line,  to  charge.  Soon  the  whole  line 
was  in  motion  and  advanced  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and 
the  wearied  condition  of  my  horses  would  allow,  driving  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  before  it.  When  the  enemy’s  center  gave  way  the  right  of 
my  line  was  quite  far  advanced  and  was  in  position  to  give  a  flank  fire 
as  he  began  to  retreat  from  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  his  artillery  was 
last  in  position.  Owing  to  the  long  run  I  had  made  over  fences  and 
ditches,  and  through  tlie  woods  and  brush,  many  of  my  liorses  had 
become  exhausted  and  my  line  necessarily  much  scattered,  and  the 
difliculties  in  the  way  of  a  rapid  advance  on  the  right  flank  Avere 
becoming  greater,  OAviiig  to  the  still  more  unequal  nature  of  the  ground 
in  my  front.  I  saw  I  could  do  nothing  more  than  i)ick  up  a  few  strag¬ 
glers  if  I  remained  there.  Accordingly  (not  seeing  Colonel  Penning¬ 
ton  at  the  time)  I  rode  up  to  General  Custer  and  stated  the  difliculties, 
and  received  permission  from  him  to  bring  my  command  on  the  main 
road  and  pursue  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  immediately  ordered  Cap¬ 
tain  Britton  forward  lapidly  on  the  main  road.  In  the  meantime 
Lieut.  J.  K.  Winters,  Company  E;  Lieut.  J.  W.  Smith,  Company  B; 
Lieutenant  Nieman,  Company  E,  and  Lieutenant  Grier,  Company  B, 
having  seen  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  wagons  in  rax)id  flight,  gathered 
together  what  men  were  near,  pushed  forward  rapidly  in  pursuit,  pass¬ 
ing  by  the  right  flank  of  the  artillery  and  entering  the  main  road  about 
500  yards  in  rear  of  the  wagon  train.  At  this  point  the  officers  above 
mentioned  and  the  men  with  them  had  the  advance  of  everything  on 
the  road,  and  in  three  minutes’  time  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the  train. 
The  enemy  made  a  stand  in  the  corner  of  a  wood  for  a  few  moments, 
killing  Lieutenant  Winters,  who  had  emptied  his  pistol  and  was  moving 
furiously  upon  them  with  drawn  saber.  This  was  the  last  stand  he 
made,  and  the  wagons  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  any  one  avIio  had  a 
horse  swift  enough  to  overtake  the  terrified  teamsters.  Tfie  men  of  my 
command  moved  forward  with  Lieutenant  Grier  at  their  head  until 
there  was  not  a  wagon  or  ambulance  that  had  not  been  stoi)ped  or  turned 
back,  some  of  the  Second  Brigade  following  in  the  rear  of  them.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Grier  and  his  party  led  the  advance  all  the  Avay,  and  although 
he  had  not  men  enough  to  guard  all  the  Avagons  and  ambulances  back 
to  the  rear,  yet  he  did  send  many  back  in  charge  of  men  of  my  OAvn 
regiment.  These  so  sent  ba(;k  were  delivered  by  Sergeant  Puder,  of 
Company  M,  to  some  of  the  First  Yermont,  Avhom  it  is  ]Aresumed 
delivered  them  to  the  xArovost-mai  vShal.  One  i)iece  of  artillery  was 
captured  by  Private  Samuel  Fry,  Company  F,  aa  ho  alone  sabered  one  of 
the  drivers  in  order  to  compel  him  to  stop  his  horses  and  turn  around 
and  drive  back.  This  piece  he  guarded  back  himself,  and  should  have 
the  full  credit  of  its  cai)ture.  Private  Smith  Allen,  Conq)any  D, 
charged  up  to  another  piece  alone  and  sabered  a  driver  and  was  in  turn 
severely  wounded  in  the  neck,  but  remained  Avith  the  piece  and  rod(‘.  by 
it  as  it  was  (tarried  back.  He  acted  very  bravely.  The  piece  that  Avas 
strapped  beneatli  the  limber  Avas  passed  by  Lieutenant  Grier,  and  tlui 
enemy  driven  from  it  by  his  ])arty,  but  being  then  in  full  imrsuit  of  the 
enemy  he  did  not  think  it  best  tlnm  to  d(‘tach  any  of  his  men  to  take 
particular  charge  of  it.  It  a\  as  taken  charge  of  by  some  oflicer  of  the 
Eighth  NeAV  York, 
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The  number  of  prisoners  captured  as  straggling  parties  of  tlie  enemj^’s 
cavalry  was  nineteen.  If  I  add  to  this-  the  number  taken  with  that 
artillery  and  with  the  ambulances  and  wagons  it  will  swell  the  number 
greatly. 

I  wish  to  mention  for  particular  gallantry,  Sergt.  James  McKay, 
Company  Sergt.  William  Scott,  Company  Gj  Sergt.  Puder,  Com¬ 
pany  M;  Sergt.  William  P.  Seal,  Company  Ej  Corx)oral  Depew,  Com¬ 
pany  E ;  Private  Stephen  S.  Kelley,  Company  K  5  Private  John  A.  Ches¬ 
ter,  Company  Ej  Sergt.  Charles  A.  Clark,  Company  B.  In  mentioning 
the  names  of  these  I  would  do  great  injustice  to  many  others,  did  I  not 
state  that  this  list  does  not  include  all  who  did  their  duty  nobly.  These 
mentioned  I  saw  in  the  van  of  the  fight,  and  know  from  personal  obser¬ 
vation  how  well  they  merit  mention.  All  the  non-commissioned  officers 
mentioned  richly  deserve  promotion  for  their  strict  attention  to  duty 
and  their  noble  conduct  in  time  of  action. 

I  will  not  mention  x)articularly,  further  than  I  have  already  done,  the 
names  of  any  of  my  commissioned  officers  5  some  were  ahead  of  others, 
but  I  am  convinced  it  was  not  from  any  lack  of  zeal,  but  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves  when  the  nature  of  the  ground 
passed  over  is  taken  into  consideration. 

I  liked  to  have  forgotten  to  mention  the  name  of  T.  Jackman,  regi¬ 
mental  commissary-sergeant,  who,  although  he  had  no  particular  duty 
to  perform  on  the  field,  was  in  the  front  all  day,  and  acted  with  pecu¬ 
liar  bravery.  He  advanced  up  to  the  enemy’s  skirmish  line  and  with 
his  pistol  killed  a  private  and  wounded  an  officer  who  was  endeavoring 
to  saber  him.  He  also,  during  the  day,  captured  a  prisoner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  PHILLIPS, 

Major^  Commanding  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Keville, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Genera^  First  Brigade. 


No.  KiO. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Chapman.  U.  tS.  Army,  commanding 
Seeo7ul  Brigade,  of  operations  September  15-16. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

September  17,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  with  400  men  of  this  com¬ 
mand,  I  started  from  this  camp  on  the  evening  of  15th  instant,  at  10 
o’clock,  on  an  expedition  to  Ashby’s  Gap  for  the  pur]mse  of  developing 
what  force  of  the  enemy  were  rendezvoused  there  or  in  that  vicinity. 
Crossing  the  Shenandoah  Kiver  at  the  ford  near  Snicker’s  Gap,  I  there 
detached  fifty-five  men,  under  Captain  Compson,  Eightli  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry,  with  instructions  to  proceed  up  the  river  on  this  side  the  ridge  and 
across  the  mountain  into  Ashby’s  Gap,  while,  with  the  main  body,  I 
crossed  through  Snicker’s  Gap  and  proceeded  along  the  eastern  base  of 
the  mountains  to  Paris,  which  place  1  reached  shortly  after  sunrise. 
Soon  after  arriving  at  Paris  small  parties  of  the  enemy’s  horsemen 
began  to  sh?iw  themselves  on  the  surrounding  heights,  but  at  safe  dis¬ 
tance,  and  they  continued  to  watch  my  movements  during  the  day. 
Once  they  charged  upon  my  rear  guard,  but  were  easily  driven  off, 
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Keturning,  I  passed  tlirougli  Upperville  and  reached  Suickersville  at 
2  p.  m.^  where,  the  men  being  much  fatigued,  I  ordered  an  hour’s  halt, 
sending  forward  one  squadron  of  the  Eighth  'New  York,  Captain  Bliss 
commanding,  into  the  gap.  Captain  Compson  was  also  in  the  gap, 
having  crossed  from  Ashby’s  to  Snicker’s  Gap  by  a  road  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  ridge.  About  an  hour  had  elapsed,  and  the  men  had  mostly  fallen 
asleep,  when  they  were  suddenly  charged  upon  by  a  force  of  from  about 
fifty  to  eighty  of  the  enemy,  and,  being  stampeded 'by  the  surprise,  a 
number  were  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  before  I  reached  the  scene 
of  the  encounter  with  the  main  body.  They  had  approached  the  gap 
across  the  mountains  and  charged  down  an  easy  slope,  and  they  retired 
by  the  same  way  pursued  for  two  miles  by  my  men.  It  was  near  sun¬ 
down,  and  in  the  exhausted  state  of  men  and  horses,  I  did  not  deem 
farther  pursuit  expedient.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  mischance  the 
extire  expedition  would  have  been  a  success,  and  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  the  officers  and  men  permitted  themselves  to  be  surprised,  the 
more  so  as  I  esteem  them  of  the  most  gallant  in  this  command.  Cap¬ 
tain  Compson  had  captured  twelve  of ’the  enemy,  but  they  were  recap¬ 
tured.  I  have  sent  forward  five  of  Mosby’s  men  and  I  have  about  forty 
captured  horses  in  the  command,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  taken  up 
on  the  proper  returns  and  branded.  Two  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
and  a  number  wounded.  From  citizens  I  ascertained  that  Mosby  was 
wounded  some  time  ago  and  had  gone  to  Eichmond.  Judging  from 
indications,  I  should  estimate  the  force  operating  under  Mosby  and  his 
colleagues  at  from  200  to  250.  If  they  have  any  encampment  it  must  be 
in  the  neighborhood  and  beyond  Upperville. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  CHAPMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Third  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  167. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Benja/min,  Eighth  Yc/r  Yorh  Cavalry, 
of  operations  Oetober  9. 

Headquarters  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry, 

October  12^  1864. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  on  the  9th 
instant : 

AYe  broke  camp  at  6  a.  m.  and  moved  out  the  advanced  regiment  of 
the  brigade  to  a  place  called  Mount  Olive,  where  we  formed  uj).  We 
were  then  directed  by  Colonel  Wells  to  remove  the  fences  in  our  front. 
That  being  done  we  moved  through  a  piece  of  woods  a  short  distance 
to  an  opening  and  formed  again.  At  this  time  we  received  further 
orders  to  remove  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  form  on  a  hill  which 
overlooked  all.  Kemaiiiing  here  a  short  time,  the  colonel  directed  me 
to  take  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  move  to  the 
extreme  right  and  front,  and  take  a  position  as  would  be  pointed  out  by 
a  staff  officer  from  General  Custer.  Moving  through  the  ravines  and 
woods,  I  was  met  by  the  officer  and  directed  to  mass  my  command  to 
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the  left  under  cover  of  n  steep  hill,  which  I  did.  Yery  soon  after 
another  staff  officer  from  General  Custer  came  with  instructions  for  me 
to  move  my  whole  command,  consisting  of  about  350  men,  of  the  Eighth 
and  Twenty-second  ^^’ew  York  (the  latter  under  command  of  Major 
Moore),  as  a  support  to  the  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which 
were  soon  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers.  They  were  deployed,  when  I 
immediately  moved  my  command  by  fours  in  three  parallel  columns — 
Major  Pope  commiinding  the  left.  Captain  Ford  the  center,  and  Major 
Moore  the  extreme  right.  We  moved  as  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  fences  would  allow,  keeping  close  up  to  the  skirmishers,  until  we 
came  to  where  the  enemy’s  artillery  opened  on  us  severely.  The  Third 
Squadron  (Captain  Hopkins)  had  one  man,  Private  Omer  O.  Wells,  C 
Company,  instantly  killed,  threatening  confusion  in  the  ranks,  but  they 
mo^^ed  forward  without  a  waver.  At  this  time  an  order  came  from 
General  Custer  to  move  forward  rapidly  without  regard  to  the  skirmish 
line.  I  then  directed  Major  Pope,  with  the  Second  and  Fourth  Squad¬ 
rons,  to  the  left,  also  the  Third,  the  First  directly  to  the  front,  as  also 
Major  Moore,  with  the  Twenty-second  Yew  York,  the  whole  to  move 
rapidly.  Major  Pope,  with  the  Second  and  Fourth  Squadrons  (Captains 
Bliss  and  Compson  commanding),  now  charged  up  the  hill,  uncovering 
a  battery  of  artillery,  then  on  the  road  leading  to  the  right  and  rear, 
which  the  Third  Squadron,  under  Captain  Hopkins,  gallantly  charged 
and  captured.  Major  Pope  now  moved  with  a  portion  of  the  command 
at  a  charge  down  the  road  in  pursuit  of  a  wagon  train,  which  was  sub¬ 
sequently  brought  in  by  Major  Moore,  of  the  Twenty-second  Yew  A^ork. 
Captains  Bliss  and  Compson  charged  more  to  the  left  in  pursuit  of 
hags  and  banners.  Our  horses  being  so  much  blown  at  this  time  the 
pursuit  very  soon  ended.  The  result  of  the  day  was  the  capture  of  fi  ve 
guns,  one  caisson,  with  their  drivers  and  cannoneers,  horses  and  harness, 
and  a  number  of  prisoners. 

In  concluding  this  report  it  would  seem  invidious  to  particularize, 
Avhere  all  behaved  with  so  much  gallantry,  but  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  of  First  Sergeant  Beeves,  C  Company,  and  Sergeant 
Yiven,  M  Company,  as  being  among  the  first  engaged  in  the  capture 
of  the  guns.  All  the  officers,  nou-commissiojied  officers,  and  privates 
behaved  in  a  most  gallant  and  soldierly  manner. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BEYJAMIY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighth  JVew  Yorh  Cavalry^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  J.  McYean, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Seeond  Brigade.^  Third  Division.,  Cavalry. 


Yo.  IBS. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  John  ^¥.  Bennett.,  First  Yermont  Cavalry,  of  oyer 
ations  September  25-Oetoher  22. 

Burlington,  Yt.,  November  14,  1864. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engage¬ 
ments  of  the  First  Yermont  Cavalry  in  the  Shenandoah  Yalley,  Ya., 
from  the  25th  day  of  September  to  the  22d  day  of  October,  1864: 

During  the  retrograde  movement  of  General  Sheridan’s  army  from 
Harrisonburg  our  division  left  Timberville,  for  Columbia  Furnace,  on 
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the  morniijg'  of  the  7th  of  October,  and  my  regiment  was  selected  to  act 
as  rear  guard  during  the  march.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred 
beyond  the  charging  of  my  rear  by  a  small  j^arty  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  promptly  repulsed,  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  wagon  train  was 
halted.  No  sooner  had  I  taken  position  when  the  enemy  opened  the 
engagement  by  two  unsuccessful  charges  made  in  quick  succession. 
These  repulses  compelled  the  enemy  to  develop  his  strength,  which  I 
soon  discovered  and  promptly  reported  to  be  greatly  superior.  As  the 
safety  of  our  train  necessitated  the  holding  of  this  position  I  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  extend  my  lines  to  the  utmost  my  force  would  allow.  I 
reported  my  situation  and  requested  support  at  three  dilferent  times, 
but  received  only  a  small  portion  of  the  Eighth  New  York  and  about 
fifty  men  of  the  First  New  Hampshire.  By  severe  skirmishing  the 
lines  were  held  until  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  charged  my  left  with  two 
regiments.  This  was  checked  by  the  small  part  of  my  regiment  in 
reserve,  under  command  of  Captain  Watson  and  Lieutenant  Mitchell; 
but  an  attack  following  immediately  along  the  entire  line,  I  attempted 
to  fall  back  upon  the  support  above  referred  to,  but,  finding  this  in  full 
retreat,  the  regiment  was  swept  to  the  lines  of  the  First  Brigade, 
nearly  two  miles,  without  being  able  to  ofier  any  effectual  resistance. 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  had  150  recruits  in  the  ranks  that  never 
before  had  drilled  a  day  or  heard  a  shot  in  earnest. 

Engagement  of  the  9th  of  October,  1864,  at  Toni’s  Brooh. — Having 
withdrawn  my  pickets,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Colonel  Wells,  com¬ 
manding  brigade,  I  joined  the  column,  then  moving  toward  Alount 
Olive,  at  about  6  a.  m.  The  position  of  my  regiment  in  column  was 
in  rear  of  the  Eighth  New  York,  which  had  the  advance  of  the  brigade. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  my  regiment  was  ordered  to 
take  position  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  I 
remained  in  this  position  only  a  few  moments  when  I  was  directed  to 
move  forward  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  form  in  rear  of  the  Eighth  New 
York,  on  the  left  of  the  road;  but  before  the  execution  of  the  order  was 
completed  the  regiment  was  directed  to  take  position  on  the  right  of 
the  road  in  rear  of  the  batteries,  on  a  rise  of  ground  overlooking  the 
scene  of  action.  Here  we  were  within  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns. 
After  remaining  here  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  I  was  ordered  to 
occupy  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  batteries.  On  reaching  the  point 
indicated  orders  came  for  the  regiment  to  move  rapidly  to  the  front  on 
the  road  leading  to  Mount  Olive.  Our  pace  was  not  slackened  until 
the  advance  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill,  where  a  charge  was  ordered, 
which  was  executed  by  the  Third  Battalion,  under  Major  Grover.  At 
this  moment  I  discovered  the  enemy  preparing  to  charge  my  regiment 
with  a  heavy  column,  and  while  endeavoring  to  arrange  the  First  and 
Second  Battalions  to  support  Major  Grover  the  Third  was  slightly 
broken,  but  the  First  and  Second,  under  Captain  Cummings,  coming 
promptly  to  its  support  the  enemy  were  quickly  repulsed  and  our  line 
established.  Here  the  enemy  stubbornly  contested  our  advance  for 
about  half  an  hour,  during  which  little  ground  was  gained.  They  then 
commenced  giving  away,  and  the  regiment  promptly  charging  they 
broke  and  fied  in  great  confusion. 

In  this  charge  Major  Grover  had  command,  as  my  horse  was  killed 
while  reforming  the  line  of  the  Third  Battalion.  At  the  point  where 
the  enemy  made  this  last  stand  my  regiment  became  divided,  a  portion 
following  the  enemy  to  the  left,  while  the  other  took  the  direct  road 
leading  to  Columbia  Furnace.  From  this  point  it  would  be  impossible 
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to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  oi)eratioDS  of  the  regiment.  The  por¬ 
tion  which  moved  to  the  right,  led  by  Adjutant  Gates,  mingled  with 
the  other  regiments  in  the  grand  rush  and  fruitless  attempt  to  overtake 
any  considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  the  advance  halting  at  Columbia 
Furnace,  a  distance  of  about  eight  miles.  The  other  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  under  Major  Grover  and  Captain  Cummings,  met  more  resistance, 
the  enemy  forming  several  times,  and  on  one  occasion  made  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  charge  upon  a  portion  of  their  command.  By  heavy  skirmish¬ 
ing  they  continued  to  drive  a  greatly  superior  force  uutil  recalled 
by  Colonel  Wells.  When  the  division  retired  my  regiment  acted  as 
rear  guard.  Of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  I  cannot  speak  too  highly ; 
to  mention  one  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  others.  The  conduct  of 
my  men  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations;  upward  of  100 
were  recruits  who  had  never  drilled  a  day;  among  the  more  conspic¬ 
uous  for  bravery,  whose  conduct  fell  under  my  own  observation,  I  de¬ 
sire  to  mention  Sergeants  Haswell  and  Cook,  Company  G,  Frost,  Com¬ 
pany  A,  and  Wright,  Company  L,  the  two  latter  color- sergeants  of  the 
regiment.  Sergeant  Wright  actually  thrust  one  of  the  enemy  with  the 
spear  of  the  color  staff. 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  captures  made  by  the  regiment : 
2  pieces  of  artillery,  3  ambulances,  2  army  wagons,  about  25  prisoners, 
including  2  commissioned  officers. 

Engagement  of  the  19th  of  October^  1864,  at  Cedar  Creeh. — On  the 
morning  of  the  lOth  of  October  the  command  was  aroused  by  an  attack 
on  the  right  of  the  picket-lines,  which  was  held  by  our  division.  It 
was  soon  ascertained  that  our  line  had  been  forced,  and  a  lodgment 
effected  by  the  enemy  on  the  north  bank  of  Cedar  Creek.  I  was 
ordered  to  ^‘move  out”  with  my  regiment,  select  and  occupy  a  position 
covering  camp,  and  also  feel  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  The  latter  was 
promptly  and  successfully  accomplished  by  the  First  Battalion  under 
Captain  Cummings.  I  was  then  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  On  my 
arrival  was  almost  immediately  directed  to  reoccupy  the  position,  but 
ere  this  could  be  executed  it  was  superseded  by  another  to  withdraw 
promptly  and  join  the  division,  then  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
infantry  lines,  whose  heavy  firing  was  now  heard.  N^o  sooner  had  I 
joined  the  column  than  I  was  directed  to  move  again  to  the  extreme 
right  and  ascertain  if  any  flanking  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving  in 
that  direction.  A  short  distance  brought  me  in  sight  of  a  strong  col¬ 
umn,  which  fact  I  promptly  reported,  and,  selecting  a  position  so  as  to 
check  their  advance,  I  awaited  the  attack.  Having  received  orders  from 
Colonel  Wells  to  fallback  and  keep  connection  with  the  infantry,  I 
slowly  withdrew,  the  enemy  following,  skirmishing  sharply.  After 
retiring  about  one  mile,  information  was  received  that  the  infantry 
were  making  strenuous  efforts  to  check  the  further  advance  of  the 
enemy.  I,  therefore,  halted,  and  by  severe  skirmishing  succeeded  in 
holding  my  lines  for  more  than  two  hours.  General  Custer,  now  return¬ 
ing  from  the  left  with  the  First  Brigade  and  battery,  ordered  a  charge, 
in  which  we  drove  the  enemy  and  regained  my  former  position.  This 
we  held  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  the  whole  division  was  moved  rapidly 
to  the  left  and  front,  dividing  the  enemy’s  infantry  from  his  cavalry; 
and  while  the  First  Brigade  engaged  his  cavalry.  General  Custer,  tak¬ 
ing  my  regiment,  moved  rapidly  down  across  the  battle-field,  where  the 
Sixth  Corps  in  the  morning  most  gallantly,  but  vainly,  endeavored  to 
check  the  tide  of  battle,  which  was  sweeping  back  the  broken  and  scat¬ 
tered  Eighth  and  Nineteenth  Corps.  Here  mingled  lay  the  dead  and 
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wounded  of  both  armies,  and  as  our  men  gazed  upon  the  naked  forms 
of  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades — the  former  entirely  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  partially  stripi)ed  by  our  inhuman  foe — the  dee])  murmurs  that  ran 
along  the  ranks  foreshadowed  the  impetuosity  of  the  coming  charge. 
At  this  juncture  the  lines  of  both  armies  were  a  short  distance  to  the 
left  and  front,  in  full  view,  and  our  infantry  driving  the  enemy  in  fine 
style.  All  these  circumstances  combined  awakened  an  enthusiasm 
and  determination  needing  only  the  guiding  hand  to  render  terrible. 
At  this  time  the  lines  of  t&  enemy  rested  along  our  old  breast-works 
on  the  north  bank  of  Cedar  Creek.  The  order  given  General  Custer 
was  to  charge  the  breast- works,  swing  to  the  left,  and  secure  what  we 
could.  Before^this  could  be  executed,  so  rapid  was  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  to  the  rear,  nearly  all  were  over  the  creek ;  only  a  few  were 
secured.  Down  a  narrow,  winding  footpath,  which  led  through  the  thick 
wood  covering  the  blufi;  on  this  bank  of  the  creek,  we  dashed  across 
the  creek,  skirmishing  until  the  advance  reached  a  heavy  stone  wall 
about  sixty  rods  from  the  crossing ;  here  it  was  halted  until  the  entire 
regiment  could  arrive.  Just  as  I  had  completed  the  reforming  of  the 
regiment  General  Custer  came  up  with  the  Fifth  York  Cavalry, 
which  formed  upon  my  left,  ^^^ot  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  Ten  thou¬ 
sand  veteran  infantry  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  near  a  grove  of 
heavy  timber,  although  broken,  might  in  a  moments  time  prepare  to 
successfully  resist  a  much  heavier  force.  With  the  order  attention,’’ 
I  leajjed  mj^  horse  over  the  stones  where  the  wall  had  been  thrown 
down,  and  ordered  the  regiment  ^Yorward.”  Headed  by  the  color 
bearer,  with  shouts,  the  presage  of  victory,  they  obeyed.  For  a 
moment  the  air  seemed  freighted  with  missiles  of  death,  but  a  moment 
only.  Confused  and  terrified  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms  and 
trampled  upon  each  other  in  their  frantic  attempts  to  escape.  My  men 
rushed  upon  them  as  though  they  were  the  appointed  avengers  of  their 
comrades  slain.  Considering  our  numbers,  the  slaughter  was  fearful. 
The  enemy,  dividing  to  the  right  and  left,  let  my  command  through  his 
center  on  to  his  artillery  and  train.  Some  we  captured  in  good  order, 
with  cannoneers  in  their  places,  drivers  on  their  horses;  others  entan¬ 
gled,  upset,  and  abandoned;  and,  again,  ambulances  with  their  loads 
of  wounded;  horses,  with  their  riders;  cannoneers,  with  pieces;  as  if 
hurled  together  by  some  all-powerful  agency,  lay  a  mass  of  ruins. 

Having  received  assurances  from  General  Custer  before  starting  of 
prompt  support,  I  threw  my  entire  command  into  the  charge,  and  with 
care  that  no  organized  body  of  the  enemy  wa«  near  my  flanks,  my 
advance  was  not  halted  until  we  reached  a  smaU  creek  half  a  mile 
south  of  Strasburg,  where  several  upset  wagons  had  completely  block¬ 
aded  the  passage,  leaving  the  pike  this  side  crowded  with  trains. 
Here,  with  only  about  twenty  men,  four  miles  from  any  organized  sup¬ 
port,  surrounded  with  prisoners  thrice  our  number  and  constantly 
augmenting,  I  was  compelled  to  send  captured  ambulances  and  wagons 
without  change  of  drivers,  accompanied  by  small  parties  of  prisoners, 
unguarded  to  the  rear. 

Support  came,  and  midnight  found  my  regiment  again  on  the  north 
bank  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  found  me 
still  guarding  the  prisoners  and  captured  property. 

Of  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men  no  language  is  too 
strong.  Sir,  allow  me  to  say  that  every  officer  and  man  under  ray  com¬ 
mand  who  i)articipated  in  that  charge  conducted  himself  wdth  such 
gallantry  as  to  merit  sj^ecial  mention. 
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The  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  receipt  given  by  the  protost- 
inarshal  for  the  prisoners  and  property  captured  during  the  engage¬ 
ment  by  my  regiment : 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Middle  Military  Division, 

Octoher  22,  1864. 

Received  of  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bennett  commanding,  the 
following  amount  of  property  and  number  of  prisoners  captured  on  the  19th  instant, 
at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek:  161  prisoners  (among  whom  were  1  general  officer,  1 
colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel),  3  battle-flags,  23  pieces  of  artillery,  14  caissons,  17  army 
wagons,  6  spring  wagons  and  ambulances,  83  sets  of  artillery  harness,  75  sets  of 
wagon  harness,  98  horses,  69  mules. 

G.  H.  ROGERS, 
Lieutenant  and  Provost-Marshal. 


In  addition  to  the  above  engagements  my  regiment  participated  in 
the  skirmishes  of  the  27th  and  29th  of  September  at  Waynesborough, 
and  also  on  the  13th  of  October,  on  the  right  of  the  picket-line  at  Cedar 
Creek,  and  some  others  of  little  importance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BEN'NETT,' 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


General  P.  T.  Washburn, 

Adjutant  and  Lispeetor  General. 


No.  109. 


Report  of  Maj.  William  G.  Cummings^  First  Vefmont  Cavalnjj  of  oper¬ 
ations  Octoher  22-1>eeemher  22. 

Headquarters  First  Vermont  Cavalry, 

Camp  in  the  Field.,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move¬ 
ments  and  engagements  of  the  First  Vermont  Cavalry: 

On  the  22d  day  of  October,  1864,  the  officers  and  men  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired  started  for  Vermont,  leaving  some  400  men  and  3 
officers,  myself  in  command,  encamped  on  the  old  battle-field  of  Cedar 
Creek,  where  we  remained  until  the  Army  of  tlie  Shenandoah  fell  back, 
November  10,  and  took  up  a  new  line  near  Kernstown,  Va.  Our  divis¬ 
ion  had  the  right  of  the  line,  encamping  at  the  junction  of  the  Middle 
road  with  the  Eomney  pike.  Just  as  we  got  in  camp  I  received  orders 
to  proceed  with  the  regiment  and  establish  a  picket-line  in  front  of  the 
division,  from  Newtown  to  Fawcett’s  Gap,  some  three  miles  in  extent, 
which  Avas  done  at  once.  About  noon  on  the  11th  we  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  coming  in  on  the  Middle  road,  and  forced  back 
until  the  brigade  came  to  our  support,  when  a  heavy  skirmish  ensued, 
lasting  until  the  enemy  fell  back — some  time  after  dark.  We  pursued 
them,  capturing  several  prisoners,  but  on  returning  toward  camp  I  was 
ordered  to  take  up  the  old  picket-line,  as  I  was  the  only  officer  acquainted 
with  it.  We  were  attacked  a  little  after  day  next  morning  by  Eosser’s 
cavalry  again,  but  held  the  line  until  about  11  a.  m,,  when  the  division 
came  up  and  we  ivere  drawn  in  to  join  the  charge,  Avhich  ive  carried 
some  two  miles,  to  be  run  back  in  turn  to  the  old  position.  The  skir¬ 
mishing  was  quite  heavy  until  near  night,  with  now  and  then  a  charge, 
but  just  before  dark  the  First  Division  came  up  and  we  drove  the  enemy 
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iroiii  tlie  field.  We  Joined  the  pursuit  the  next  morning  as  far  as 
Cedar  Creek;  but  as  tfie  enemy  liad  fallen  back  up  the  Valley,  we  re¬ 
turned  to  cami>.  Our  loss  on  the  11th  was  1  killed  and  3  wounded ;  and 
4  killed,  13  wounded,  and  3  missing  on'  the  12th.  The  regiment  never 
fought  better,  though  some  250  of  its  members  were  recruits  just  from 
the  State,  and  had  never  seen  a  day’s  drill.  The  officers.  Captain 
Chandler  and  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  acquitted  themselves  with  great  gal¬ 
lantry.  We  missed  the  colors  (taken  to  the  State  by  the  men  dis¬ 
charged)  to  rally  the  regiment  on  more  in  this  engagement  than  at  any 
time  since  on  account  of  tlie  small  number  of  officers  present. 

On  the  19th  we  marched  with  the  corps  on  a  reconnaissance  up  the 
Valley  as  far  as  Mount  Jackson,  but  finding  the  enemy  in  force  at 
Eude’s  Hill,  we  withdrew,  our  regiment  covering  the  rear.  The  enemy 
pursued  some  distance,  and  in  the  skirmish  we  had  two  men  wounded 
and  one  captured.  We  returned  to  camp  the  23d,  where  we  remained 
until  the  7th  of  December,  when  we  moved  with  the  division  to  Moore- 
field,  Va.,  to  intercept  Eosser  on  his  return  from  capturing  l^ew  Creek; 
but  though  we  made  fifty  miles  in  sixteen  hours,  Eosser  had  already 
passed,  and  we  returned  to  camp  on  the  11th  without  an  engagement. 

On  the  18th  our  division  made  a  reconnaissance  up  the  Valley,  (‘amp¬ 
in  g  the  second  night  at  Lacey’s  Springs.  Just  before  day  on  the  20th 
a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  charged  into  camp,  surprising  the  pickets  of 
the  First  iN'ew  Hampshire.  They  were  upon  the  Eighth  New  York 
before  the  Eighth  was  aware  of  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  Our  regi¬ 
ment  moved  at  once  toward  the  firing,  atid,  after  a  short  skirmish,  made 
a  charge,  capturing  some  thirty  prisoners,  without  losing  a  man.  We 
returned  to  camp  the  22d,  and  built  winter  quarters  near  Winchester, 
Va.,  where  we  remained,  (loing  outpost  duty,  until  the  opening  of  the 
spring  campaign. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  CUMMINGS, 

il/rpor.  Commanding  First  Vermont  Cavalry, 

Hon.  P.  T.  Washburn, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generalj  Vermont. 


No.  170. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Peirce^  commanding  Batteries  B  and  L, 
Second  U.  S.  Artillery^  of  operatio7is  October  9. 

Camp  near  Tumbling  Eun, 

October  If  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  Batteries  B  and  L,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  attached  to 
your  brigade,  during  the  battle  at  this  place  on  the  9th  instant: 

Left  camp  with  the  brigade  at  between  8  and  9  a.  m.  and  moved  to 
the  front,  engaging  the  enemy  at  long  range,  firing  at  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy’s  led  horses  and  their  dismounted  skirmishers.  A  very  high 
wind  blowing  at  the  time,  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  the  proper 
range,  but  finally  compelled  them  to  fall  back  in  haste  to  the  woods 
beyond.  No  reply  from  the  enemy’s  guns.  Again  marched  to  the 
front  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  about  800  yards.  While  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  the  enemy  ojiened  his  battery  uxion  Lieutenant  Meintire’s  section 
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of  light  12-pounders,  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  riglit  piece  by 
exploding  a  shell  six  feet  in  front  of  the  gun,  Idlliiig  instantly  Private 
David  H.  Pomeroy,  of  Company  L,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  tempo¬ 
rarily  attached  to  the  battery,  and  wounding  every  man  in  the  detach¬ 
ment:  Privates  G.  Davis,  leg  since  amputated;  August  Lent,  severely 
in  both  legs;  David  J.  Meeks,  severely  in  both  feet;  Sergeant  Garman 
in  left  shoulder,  and  Private  George  A.  Ball  wounded  in  left  hand.  One 
piece  of  the  shell  passed  through  the  spoke  of  one  wheel,  breaking  it, 
and  lodging  another  large  piece  in  the  opposite  wheel,  where  it  still 
remains;  still  another  piece  cut  completely  in  two  the  sponge  staff 
while  in  the  hands  of  No.  1,  and  still  another  passed  through  the  coat 
of  Lieutenant  Mclntire.  The  section  of  rifled  pieces  (Lieutenant  Hea¬ 
ton)  in  position  on  the  left,  partly  concealed  from  the  enemy’s  view, 
sustained  but  slight  damage,  Private  Eobert  Kimbro  being  slightly 
wounded  in  right  elbow  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell.  During  the  firing 
one  of  the  assembling  bolts  of  the  left  piece  was  broken.  No  other 
damage  was  done  to  the  battery,  with  the  exception  of  one  horse  being 
killed  while  advancing  with  the  brigade.  Eeturned  and  encamped  on 
the  battle-field  at  9  p.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  PEIRCE, 

First  Lieutenant^  Second  TJ.  8.  Artillery ,  Comdg.  Battery. 

Col.  A.  C.  M.  Pennington, 

Third  JSfeiv  Jersey  Cav.,  Comdg.  First  Brig.,  Third  Car.  Biv. 


No.  171. 

Medals  of  Honor  aicarded  for  distinguished  services  under  Resolution  of 
*  Congress,  No.  43,  approved  July  12,  1862,  and  section  6  of  Act  of  Con¬ 
gress,  approved  March  3,  1863. 


Name. 


Eank  and  organization. 


Date. 


Awarded  for— 


Adams,  James  F . 

Bowen,  Cliester  B. . . . 

Baybutt,  Pbiliii . 

Cole,  Gabriel . 

Creed,  John . 

Connors,  James . 

Crocker,  TJlric . 

Cnmpston,  James. . . . 

Fox,  Henry  M . 

Ganso,  Isaac . 

Hanford,  Edward  K . . 


Private,  Company  D,  1st  AVest 
AHrginia  Cavalry. 

Corporal,  Company  I,  1st  New 
York  Dragoons. 

Private,  Company  A,  2d  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Cavalry. 

Corporal,  Company  1, 5tb  Mich¬ 
igan  Cavalry. 

Private,  Company  D,  23d  Illinois 
Infantry. 

Private,  Company  E,  43d  New 
A''ork  Infantry  . 

Private,  Company  M,  6th  Mich¬ 
igan  Cavalry. 

Private,  Company  D,  91st  Ohio 
Infaiitry. 

Sergeant,  "Company  M,5th  Mich¬ 
igan  Cavalry. 

Cori)oral,  Company  E,  2d  Ohio 
Cavalry. 

I'rivate,  Company  H,  2d  U.  S. 
Cavalry. 


1864. 
Nov.  12 


Sept.  19 


Sept.  24 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  22 
Sept.  22 
Oct.  19 


Sept.  19 


Oct.  9 


Capture  of  State  flag  of  14th  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry  at  Nineveh,  Va. 
Capture  of  flag  at  AYinchester,  A"a. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Luray,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Winchester,  A’a. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  of  18th  Georgia 
Infantry  at  Cedar  Creek,  A"a. 
Capture  of  flag. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Winchester,  Y a. 


Captui-e  of  flag  of  32d  Battalion 
Virginia  Cavalry  at  Woodstock, 
Ya. 


Hough,  Ira . 

Hart,  William  E 


Private,Company  E, 8th  Indiana  Oct.  19 
Infantry. 

Private,  Company  B,  8th  New  1864-1865 
York  Cavalry. 


Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Gallant  conduct  and  service  as 
scout  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
Ya. 


Henry,  William  W 


Colonel  10th  Vermont  Infantry . 


Oct. 


19 


Distinguished  gallantry  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Cedar  Creek,  A^a. 
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Medals  of  Honor  awarded  for  distinguished  services,  ^'c. — Continued. 


Name. 


Kelly,  Thomas  - 

Leslie,  Frank . 

Lorish,  Andrew  J  . . . 
Lyon,  Frederick  A... 

Love,  George  M . 

Mandy,  Harry  J . 

Meach,  George  E  . . . . 
Moore,  George  G  . . . . 
Marsh,  Charles  H  . . . 
McEnroe,  Patrick  H. 

Parks,  Jeremiah . 

Eeynolds,  George. . . . 

Reigle,  Daniel  P . 

Ryan,  Peter  J . 

Scofield,  David  H  . . . . 

Sweeney,  James . 

Shoemaker,  Levi  .... 

Sterling,'  John  T . 

Seston,  Charles  H  . . . 

Taylor,  Richard . 

Tracy,  Amasa  S . 

Thomas,  Stephen .... 
Wells,  Thomas  M  ... 

Walsh,  John . 

Woodbury,  Eri  D. . . . 
Whittier,  Edward  N. 


Rank  and  organization. 

1  Date. 

1864. 

Private,  Company  A,  6th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Aug.  16 

Private,  Company  B,  4th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Aug.  16 

Commissary-sergeant,  1st  New 
York  Dragoons. 

Sept.  19 

Corporal,  Company  A,  1st  Ver¬ 
mont  Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Colonel  116th  New  York  Infan¬ 
try. 

Oct.  19 

First  sergeant.  Company  B,  4th 
New  York  Cavalry. 

Aug.  16 

Farrier,  Company  I,  6th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Sept.  19 

Private,  Company  D,  11th  West 
Virginia  Infantry. 

Sept.  22 

Private,  Company  D,  1st  Con¬ 
necticut  Cavalry. 

July  31 

Sergeant,  Company  D,  6th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Sept.  19 

Private,  Company  A,  9th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Private,  Company  M,  9th  New 
York  Cavalry.  " 

Sept.  19 

Corporal,  Company  F, 87th  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Infantry. 

Oct.  19 

Private,  Company  D,  11th  In¬ 
diana  Infantry. 

Sept.  19 

Quartermaster-sergeant,  Com¬ 
pany  K,  Fifth  New  York 
Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Private,  Company  A,  1st  Ver¬ 
mont  Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Sergeant,  Company  A,  1st  West 
Virginia  Cavalry. 

Nov.  12 

Private,  Company  D,  11th  In¬ 
diana  Infantry. 

Sept.  19 

Sergeant,  Company  I,  11th  In¬ 
diana  Infantry. 

Sept.  19 

Private,  Company  E,  18th  In¬ 
diana  Infantry. 

Oct.  19 

Lieutenant- Colonel  2d  Vermont 
Infantry. 

Oct.  19 

Colonel  8th  Vermont  Infantry.. 

Oct.  19 

Chief  bugler,  6th  New  York 
Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Corporal*,  Company  D,  5th  New 
York  Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

Sergeant,  Company  E,  1st  Ver¬ 
mont  Cavalry. 

Oct.  19 

First  Lieutenant,  5tli  Battery 
Maine  Light  Artillery. 

Sept.  22 

Awarded  for — 


Capture  of  flag  at  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Capture  of  colors  of  3d  Virginia 
at  Front  Royal,  Y a. 

Capture  of  Confederate  national 
flag  at  Winchester,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.  ' 

Capture  of  battle-flag  of  2d  South 
Carolina  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  of  3d  Virginia  at 
Front  Royal,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Winchester,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Back  Creek  Val¬ 
ley,  Ya. 

Capture  of  colors  of  36th  Vir¬ 
ginia  at  Winchester,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Capture  of  Virginia  State  flag  at 
Winchester,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Captiare  of  fourteen  Confederates 
in  severest  part  of  battle  at 
Winchester,  Va. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Y a. 


Capture  of  North  Carolina  State 
colors  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  of  22d  Virginia 
Cavalry  at  Nineveh,  Va. 

Gallantry  in  action  at  Winchester, 
Ya. 

Gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  carrying  the  regimental  col¬ 
ors  at  Winche.ster,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Distinguished  gallantry  in  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Distinguished  conduct  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Capture  of  colors  of  44th  Georgia 
at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Capture  of  flag  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. 

Do. 

Conspicuous  braverv  and  gal¬ 
lantry  in  the  battle  of  Fisher’s 
Hill,Va. 


No.  172. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee.  C.  8.  Army,  of  operations  Auqust 

7-November  22. 


Headquarters, 

August  11,  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  on  tne  morning  of  the  7th  instant  Brad¬ 
ley  Johnson’s  brigade  was  surprised  in  camp  by  Averell  near  Moore- 
held  and  routed.  Four  pieces  of  artillery  were  lost.  1  have  directed 
he  be  relieved  from  command. 

K.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon. 
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Chaffin’s  Bluff,  August  20^  1864. 

A  portion  of  our  force  in  the  Yalley  crossed  the  Shenandoah  at  Front 
Royal  on  the  16th  and  drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  Avhich  retreated 
toward  Winchester,  burniug  the  hay  and  wheat  stacks  in  their  route. 
On  the  17th  Sheridan  began  to  retire  from  his  position;  was  pursued 
by  General  Early,  who  overtook  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and 
large  force  of  cavalry  at  Winchester;  drove  them  through  the  town  and 
captured  over  200  prisoners,  some  of  whom  belonged  to  Wilson’s  cavalry 
division.  Enemy  has  fallen  back  toward  Harper’s  Ferry. 

R,  E,  BEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon. 


Dunn’s  Hill,  September  20.,  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  enemy 
advanced  on  Winchester  near  which  place  he  met  his  attack,  which 
was  resisted  from  early  in  the  day  till  near  night,  when  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire.  After  night  he  fell  back  to  Sewtown  and  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  Fisher’s  Hill.  Our  loss  is  reported  severe.  Major-General  Rodes 
and  Brigadier-General  Godwin  were  killed  nobly  doing  their  duty. 
Three  pieces  of  artillery  of  King’s  battalion  were  lost.  The  trains  and 
supplies  were  brought  off  safely. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Dunn’s  Hill,  September  23, 1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  late  yesterday  the  enemy  attacked  his 
position  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  left  of  his 
line  and  throwing  a  force  in  his  rear,  when  the  whole  of  his  troops  gave 
way.  This  resulted  in  a  loss  of  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  though  but 
few  men. 

R,  E.  LEE.  . 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  29,  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  after  driving  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from 
his  front  near  Port  Republic  he  moved  to  Waynesborough  and  drove 
two  divisions  of  cavalry  from  that  place.  This  last  force  retreated 
through  Staunton,  and  a  portion  of  our  cavalry  entered  that  place 
to-day.  No  enemy  south  of  Staunton.  His  main  force  is  about  Har¬ 
risonburg. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  Jatmes  a.  Seddon 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  October  9,  1864. 
General  Early  reports  that  Sheridan  is  still  moving  rapidly  down  the 
Valley.  Rosser  attacked  a  large  force  of  enemy’s  cavalry  on  the  7th 
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and  drove  it  liandsomely,  capturing  several  wagons,  ambulances,  and 
nine  forges  with  tlieir  teams,  a  number  of  horses,  about  fifty  prisoners, 
besides  killing  and  wounding  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy. 

R.  E,  EEE, 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  October  20^  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  before  day  on  the  19th  he  attacked  Sher¬ 
idan’s  camp  on.  Cedar  Creek,  surprised  and  routed  the  Eighth  and 
Nineteenth  Corps,  and  drove  the  Sixth  Corps  beyond  Mi(idletown,  cap¬ 
turing  18  pieces  of  artillery  and  1,300  prisoners.  The  enemy  subse¬ 
quently  made  a  stand  on  the  pike  and,  in  turn,  attacked  him,  when  his  left 
gave  way  and  his  troops  retreated.  The  enemy  on  the  retreat  captured 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery  and  wagons  and  ambulances.  The  iirisoners 
were  brought  oft  and  his  loss  in  men  was  not  great.  The  gallant  Gen¬ 
eral  Eamseur  was  seriously  wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

B.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  October  21^  1864. 

Dispatch  from  General  Early  just  received  states  that  he  lost  twenty- 
three  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  19th.  His  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  early  part  of  the  day  was  not  more  than  100.  His  loss  in  pris¬ 
oners  not  known.  Enemy’s  loss  believed  to  be  severe.  He  has  secured 
over  1,300  prisoners.  • 

B.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquahtees  Aemy  of  Nokthern  Virginia, 

October  29,  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  the  enemy  attacked  General  Lomax’s 
forces  at  Milford  on  the  25th  instant  with  one  brigade  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  were  repulsed.  The  next  day  they  attacked  with  two 
brigades  and  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  were  again  driven  back.  Gen¬ 
eral  Lomax  reports  our  loss  very  slight.  Colonel  Mosby  reports  that 
since  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad  he  has 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured  over  300,  his  own  loss  being  4  wounded 
and  1  captured. 

B.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  W ar,  Richmond. 


Petersburg,  November  13,  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  he  moved  down  the  Valley  on  the  10th  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy,  who  was  found  intrenched  between 
Newtown  and  Kernstown.  Merritt’s  and  Custer’s  divisions  of  cavalry 
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attacked  General  Eosser,  on  General  Early’s  left,  but  were  repulsed 
and  driven  several  miles,  losing  200  prisoners  and  a  number  of  horses. 
Eosser’s  command  behaved  very  handsomely,  particularly  Lomax’s  bri¬ 
gade,  under  Colonel  Payne,  and  AVickham’s,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morgan.  About  same  time  Powell’s  cavalry  dAision  attacked  Mc- 
Causland’s  brigade  at  Cedarville,  on  the  Front  Eoyal  road,  and  drove 
it  across  the  river.  Particulars  not  yet  received. 

E.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 
November  22^  1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  in  considerable  force, 
drove  in  our  cavalry  pickets  this  morning  and  advanced  to  Mount 
Jackson  and  crossed  the  river.  It  was  met  by  some  infantry  and  one 
brigade  of  Eosser’s  cavalry,  and  driven  back.  Eosser  pursued,  driving 
the  enemy  beyond  Edenburg  in  confusion,  and  compelled  him  to  aban¬ 
don  his  killed  and  wounded.  General  Early  thinks  it  was  a  reconnais¬ 
sance. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


No.  173. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early ^  G.  8.  Army.;  commanding  Valley 
District,  of  opterations  September  17-October  19. 

Headquarters  Valley  District, 

New  Marhet,  October  9,  1864. 

General  :  In  advance  of  a  detailed  report  I  have  determined  to  give 
you  an  informal  account  of  the  recent  disasters  to  my  command,  which 
I  have  not  had  leisure  to  do  before. 

On  the  17 th  of  September  I  moved  two  divisions  (Eodes’  and  Gordon’s) 
from  Stephenson’s  Depot,  where  they,  together  with  Breckinridge’s  divis¬ 
ion,  were  encamped  (Eamseur  being  at  Winchester  to  cover  the  road  from 
Berry  ville),  to  Bunker  Hill,  and  on  the  18th  I  moved  Gordon’s  division, 
with  a'part  of  Lomax’s  cavaEy,  to  Martinsburg,  to  thwart  efforts  that 
were  reported  to  be  making  to  repair  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad. 
This  expedition  was  successful,  and  the  bridge  over  Back  Greek  was 
burned  by  a  brigade  of  cavalry  sent  there.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th 
Eodes  was  moved  back  to  Stephenson’s  Depot  and  Gordon  to  Bunker 
Hill,  with  orders  to  start  at  daylight  to  return  to  his  camp  at  Steiihen- 
son’s  Depot,  which  place  he  reached  at  a  very  early  hour  next  morning. 
About  the  time  of  Gordon’s  arrival  on  that  morning  firing  was  heard 
in  Eamseur’s  front,  and  now  a  report  reached  me  that  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  had  appeared  on  the  Berry  ville  road.  I  ordered  Eodes,  Gordon, 
and  Breckinridge  to  have  their  divisions  under  arms  ready  to  move  to 
Eamseur’s  assistance,  and  rode  to  his  position  to  ascertain  the  extent 
and  character  of  the  demonstration.  On  getting  there  I  found  Eam¬ 
seur’s  division  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  enemy  evidently  advancing 
with  his  whole  force.  The  other  divisions  were  immediately  ordered  up 
and  the  trains  all  xnit  in  motion  for  their  security.  Eodes  and  Gordon 
arrived  just  before  the  enemy  commenced  advancing  a  heavy  force  on 
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Eamseur’s  left  for  tlie  purpose  of  overAvlielmiug  liim,  and  when  their 
columns  commenced  advancing  on  Eamseur  I  attacked  them  with 
Eodes’  and  Gordon’s  divisions,  and  drove  them  back,  with  great 
slaughter,  the  artillery  doing  most  splendid  service,  Braxton’s  bat¬ 
talion,  driving  back  with  canister  a  heavy  force,  before  which  Evans’ 
brigade,  of  Gordon’s  division,  which  was  on  the  left,  had  given  way. 
This  brigade  was  now  rallied,  and  Battle’s  brigade  coming  to  its  assist¬ 
ance,  the  enemy  was  pushed  back  a  considerable  distance,  and  we  were 
successful.  Breckinridge’s  division  did  not  arrive  for  some  time,  be¬ 
cause  General  Breckinridge  had  moved  it  out  after  my  order  to  him 
to  drive  back  some  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  which  was  crossing  the  Ope- 
quon,  and  I  sent  for  him  again,  and  became  up  in  the  afternoon  before 
the  enemy  had  made  any  further  attack ;  but  as  he  reported  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  advancing  on  the  road  from  Charlestown,  by  Brucetown  and 
Stephenson’s  Depot,  I  ordered  one  of  his  brigades  to  the  left  on  that  road, 
and  directed  General  Fitz  Lee  to  take  charge  of  all  the  cavalry  on  that 
flank  (my  left)  and  check  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  moved  the  other  two 
brigades  of  Breckinridge’s  division  toward  the  right,  where  our  forces 
were  weakest  and  the  enemy  was  making  demonstrations  in  force. 
Breckinridge  was  scarcely  in  position  before  our  cavalry  on  the  left 
was  discovered  coming  back  in  great  confusion,  followed  by  the  enemy’s, 
and  Breckinriflge’s  force  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  repel  this  cavalry 
force,  which  had  gotten  in  rear  of  my  left,  and  this,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  artillery,  he  succeeded  in  doing ;  but  as  soon  as  the  firing  was 
heard  in  rear  of  our  left  flank  the  infantry  commenced  falling  back 
along  the  whole  line,  and  it  was  very  difiicult  to  stop  them.  I  suc¬ 
ceeded,  however,  in  stopinng  enough  of  them  in  the  old  rifle-pits  con¬ 
structed  by  General  Johnston  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry,  which  commenced  advancing  again  when  the  confusion  in  our 
ranks  was  discovered,  and  could  have  still  won  the  day  if  our  cavalry 
would  have  stopped  the  enemy’s;  but  so  overwhelming  was  the  battle, 
and  so  demoralized  was  a  larger  part  of  ours,  that  no  assistance  was 
received  from  it.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  again  charged  around  my  left 
flank,  and  the  men  began  to  give  way  again,  so  that  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  retire  through  the  town.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  the  command  reorganized,  and  we  then  turned 
back  deliberately  to  Newtown,  and  the  next  day  to  Fisher’s. 

We  lost  three  pieces  of  artillery,  two  of  which  had  been  left  with  the 
cavalry  on  the  left,  and  the  other  was  lost  because  the  horses  were 
killed  and  it  could  not  be  brought  off. 

In  this  fight  I  had  already  defeated  the  enemy’s  infantry,  and  could 
have  continued  to  do  so,  but  the  enemy’s  very  great  superiority  in  cav¬ 
alry  and  the  comparative  inefficiency  of  ours  turned  the  scale  against  us. 

In  this  battle  the  loss  in  the  infantry  and  artillery  was:  Killed,  22G; 
wounded,  1,567;  missing,  1,818;  total,  3,611. 

There  is  no  full  report  of  the  cavalry,  but  the  total  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  from  September  1  to  October  1  is:  Killed,  60;  wounded,  288; 
total,  348.  But  many  were  captured,  though  a  good  many  are  missing 
as  stragglers,,  and  a  number  of  them  reported  missing  in  the  infantry 
were  not  captured,  but  are  stragglers  and  skulkers.  Wharton’s 
(Breckinridge’s)  division  lost  six  colors,  and  Eodes’  division  captured 
tAvo.  Eodes’  division  made  a  very  gallant  charge,  and  he  Avas  killed 
conducting  it. 

I  fell  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  as  it  was  the  only  place  Avhere  a  stand 
could  be  made,  and  I  Avas  compelled  to  detach  Fitz  Lee’s  (tavalry  to  the 
Luray  Valley  to  hold  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  check  should  it  advance  up, 
that  valley. 
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The  enemy\s  loss  at  Winchester  Avas  very  heaA^y.  Doctor  McGuire  has 
received  a  letter  from  a  member  of  his  family  Avho  states  that  5,800  of 
the  enemy’s  Avounded  As^ere  brought  to  the  hospital  at  Winchestm*,  and 
that  the  total  Av^ounded  was  betA^een  0,000  and  7,000;  and  a  gentleman 
A\dio  passed  over  the  field  says  that  the  number  of  killed  Avas  very  large. 
Sheridan’s  medical  director  informed  one  of  our  surgeons  left  at  Wood- 
stock  that  the  number  of  Avounded  in  hospital  at  Winchester  Avas  the  same 
as  stated  in  the  letter  to  Doctor  McGuire,  and  I  am  satisfied  from  Avhat 
I  saA\^  that  the  enemj^’s  loss  Avas  A^ery  heavy.  The  enemy’s  infantry 
force  Aras  nearly,  if  not  quite,  three  times  as  large  as  mine,  and  his 
cavalry  was  very  much  superior,  both  in  numbers  and  equipment.  This 
I  have  learned  from  intelligent  persons  who  have  seen  the  A\diole  of 
both  forces. 

I  posted  my  troops  in  luie  at  Fisher’s  Hill  with  the  hope  of  arresting 
Sheridan’s  progress,  but  my  line  Avas  very  thin,  and  having  discovered 
that  the  position  could  be  flanked,  as  is  the  case  A\dth  every  position  in 
the  Yalley,  I  had  determined  to  fall  back  on  the  night  of  "the  22d,  but 
late  that  evening  a  heavy  force  was  moved  under  cover  of  thcAvoodson 
the  left  and  drove  back  the  caA^alry  there  posted,  and  got  in  the  rear  of 
my  left  flank,  and  when  I  tried  to  remedy  this  the  infantry  got  into  a 
panic  and  gaA^e  Avay  in  confusion,  and  I  found  it  impossible  to  rally  it. 
The  artillery  behaved  splendidly,  both  on  this  occasion  and  at  Win¬ 
chester.  I  had  to  order  the  guns  to  be  withdrawn,  but  the  difticulties 
of  the  ground  were  such  that  tweHe  guns  were  lost  because  they  could 
not  be  gotten  ofi'. 

The  loss  in  the  infantry  and  artillery  was  30  killed,  210  wounded, 
and  995  missing ;  total,  1,235.  I  have  been  able  to  get  no  report  of 
the  loss  in  the  cavalry,  but  it  Avas  slight.  Very  many  of  the  missing 
ill  the  infantry  took  to  the  mountains.  A  number  of  them  have 
since  come  in  and  others  are  still  out.  The  enemy  did  not  capture 
more  than  400  or  500,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  many  men  threw  aAvay 
their  arms. 

The  night  favored  our  retreat,  and  by  next  morning  the  commands 
were  pretty  well  organized.  At  Mount  Jackson  next  day  I  halted  and 
drove  back  a  force  of  cavalry  which  Avas  pursuing,  and  then  moved  to 
Rude’s  Hill,  where  I  halted  until  the  enemy’s  infantry  came  up  next 
day  and  was  trying  to  flank  me,  Avhen  I  moA'ed  oft‘  in  line  of  battle  for 
eight  miles,  occasionally  halting  to  check  the  enemy.  This  continued 
until  nearly  sundoAvn,  Avhen  I  got  a  jiosition  at  Avhich  I  checked  the 
enemy’s  further  progress  for  that  day,  and  then  moved  under  coA’^er  of 
night  toward  Port  Republic  to  unite  with  Kershaw.  After  doing  this 
I  drove  a  division  of  cavalry  from  my  front  at  Port  Republic,  and  then 
moved  to  Waynesborough,  where  two  diAusions  under  Torbert  Avere 
destroying  the  bridge,  and  drove  them  away ;  and  after  remaining  there 
one  day  I  moved  to  the  Aucinity  of  Mount  Crawford,  Avliere  I  awaited  the 
arrival  of  Rosser’s  brigade  to  take  the  offensive,  but  before  it  arrived  the 
enemy  was  disco Awed  to  be  falling  back  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  I 
immediately  commenced  folio Aving  the  enemy,  and  arrived  here  on  the 
7th,  and  have  been  AA^aiting  to  ascertain  whether  Sheridan  intends 
crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  before  moAung  farther. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Li  e  utenan  t-  Genera  1. 


General  R.  E.  Lee. 
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Report  of  IdUed  and  wounded  in  the  ■sirniT/  of  the  Valley  District  from  September  1  to 

October  1,  1864. 


Coinmauv'l. 

Engagement. 

Date.  ^ 

i 

Killed. 

®  1 

^  1 

Total. 

nodes’  division . 

W  in  Chester,  Va . 

Septemher  19, 1864 . 

. do . 

89 

42 

32 

23 

13 

597 

285 

364 

194 

68 

686 

327 

396 

217 

81 

Ciordon's  division.  - - -  - 

fin  . 

. do . 

flo  .  . . 

. do . 

A>1  Cv'iVllll  O  »il>  loivi-i.  - 

A  Ttl  1 1  fi'PAT 

o  . . . 

. do . 

Rodes’  division . 

Earl3’’s  division . 

i  I  rk-n  ’cs  /I  ITT!  Qi  nn 

Total  at  Winchester. . 

Fisher’s  Hill,  &.c . 

. do . 

do  . 

September  22, 1864 . 

Septemher  20  to  Octo¬ 
ber  1. 

. do . 

199 

11 

7 

6 

8 

60 

1,508 

94 

57 

43 

21 

286 

• 

14 

1,  707 

105 

64 

49 

29 

346 

14 

\7ijniuii  o  loiuxi- 

..do . 

Septemher  1  to  Octo¬ 
ber  1  (exclusive  of 
Winchester). 
September  1  to  Octo¬ 
ber  1. 

1  September  20  to  Octo- 
i  ber  1. 

! 

i . 

Cavalry  division . 

Wharton’s  division . i 

Winchester,  <fcc . 

Fisher’s  Hill,  &c . 

Total . 

291 

2,023 

2, 314 

1 

Mount  Jackson,  September  1864. 

(Via  Harrisonburg  4  a.  m.) 

Late  yesterday  the  enemy  attacked  my  position  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and 
succeeded  in  driving  back  the  left  of  my  line,  which  was  defended  by 
the  cavalry,  and  throwing  a  force  into  the  rear  of  the  left  of  my  infantry 
lice,  when  the  whole  of  the  troops  gave  way  in  a  })anic  and  could  not 
be  rallied.  This  resulted  in  a  loss  of  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  though 
my  loss  in  men  is  not  large.  I  ain  falling  back  to  New  Market,  and 
shall  endeavor  to  check  the  enemy  if  he  advances.  Kershaw’s  division 
had  better  be  sent  to  my  aid,  through  Swift  Ivun  Gai),  at  once. 

J.  A.  EAKLY. 

(teneral  It.  E.  Lee. 


[ludorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

September  ^3,  1864.  '* 

Respectfully  submitted  for  information  of  Secretary  of  War. 
Kershaw’s  division,  with  battalion  of  infantry,  has  been  ordered  to 
re-enforce  Early,  and  he  has  been  directed  to  call  out  all  the  troops  in 
the  Valley.  1  have  no  other  troox^s  to  send. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Port  Republic,  September  25.,  1864. 

General  :  I  had  determined  to  write  you  a  full  account  of  recent 
events,  but  I  am  too  much  occuxiied  to  do  so.  In  the  tight  at  Win¬ 
chester  1  drove  back  the  enemy’s  infantry,  and  would  have  defeated 
that,  but  his  cavalry  broke  mine  on  the  left  flank,  the  latter  making  no 
stand,  and  I  had  to  take  a  division  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  former 
and  save  my  trains,  and  during  the  fightingin  the  rear  the  enemy  again 
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advanced,  and  my  troops  fell  back,  thinking  they  were  flanked.  The 
enemy’s  immense  superiority  in  cavalry  and  the  inefficiency  of  the 
greater  part  of  mine  has  been  the  cause  of  all  my  disasters.  In  fche 
aftair  at  Fisher’s  Hill  the  cavalry  gave  Avay,  but  it  was  flanked.  This 
could  have  been  remedied  if  the  troops  had  remained  steady,  but  a  panic 
seized  them  at  the  idea  of  being  flanked,  and  without  being  defeated 
they  broke,  many  of  them  fleeing  shamefully.  The  artillery  was  not 
captured  by  the  enemy,  but  abandoned  by  the  infantry. 

My  troops  are  very  much  shattered,  the  men  very  much  exhausted, 
and  many  of  them  without  shoes. 

When  Kershaw  arrives  I  shall  do  the  best  I  can,  and  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  check  the  enemy,  but  I  cannot  but  be  apprehensive  of  the  result. 
I  am  informed  that  all  the  reserves  have  [been]  called  from  the  Valley. 
I  think  Sheridan  means  to  try  Hunter’s  campaign  again,  and  his  su])e- 
riority  in  cavalry  gives  him  immense  advantage.  If  you  could  possibly 
spare  Hampton’s  division  it  ought  to  be  sent  here  at  once. 

I  deei^ly  regret  the  present  state  of  things,  and  I  assure  [you]  every¬ 
thing  in  my  power  has  been  done  to  avert  it.  The  enemy’s  force  is 
very  much  larger  than  mine,  being  three  or  four  to  one. 

Kespectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[General  R.  E.  Lee.] 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
September  27.,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
copy  of  my  reply. 

The  reserves  from  the  Y alley,  if  called  away,  should  be  returned  to 
him  if  practicable,  and  everything  done  to  strengthen  him.  Please  see 
if  the  shoes,  arms,  and  ammunition  he  may  require  be  supplied  him. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[Incljisure.] 

Confidential.]  Headquarters, 

Petersburg.,  September  27,  1864. 

General  J.  A.  Early, 

Commanding  Valley: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  is  received.  I  very  much  regret 
the  reverses  that  have  occurred  to  the  army  in  the  Valley,  but  trust 
they  can  be  remedied.  The  arrival  of  KershaAv  will  add  greatly  to 
your  strength,  and  I  have  such  confidence  in  the  men  and  officers  that 
I  am  sure  all  will  unite  in  the  defense  of  the  country.  It  will  require 
that  every  one  should  exert  all  his  energies  and  strength  to  meet  the 
emergency.  One  victory  will  put  all  things  right.  You  must  do  all  in 
your  power  to  invigorate  your  army.  Get  back  all  absentees ;  maneuver 
so,  if  you  can,  as  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  until  you  can  strike  him 
with  all  your  strength.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  at  this  distance,  you 
have  operated  more  with  divisions  than  with  your  concentrated  strength. 
Circumstances  may  have  rendered  it  necessary,  but  such  a  course  is  to 
be  avoided  if  possible.  It  will  require  the  greatest  watchfulness,  tlie 
greatest  promptness,  and  the  most  untiring  energy  on  your  part  to 
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arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  his  present  tide  of  success.  All  the 
reserves  in  the  Valley  have  been  ordered  to  you.  Breckinridge  will 
join  you  or  co-operate,  as  circumstances  will  permit,  with  all  his  force. 
Rosser  left  this  morning  for  Burkeville  (intersection  of  Danville  and 
South  Side  Railroads),  whence  he  will  shape  his  course  as  you  direct. 
I  have  given  you  all  I  can ;  you  must  use  the  resources  you  have  so  as  to 
gain  success.  The  enemy  must  be  defeated,  and  I  rely  upon  you  to  do 
it.  I  will  endeavor  to  have  shoes,  arms,  and  ammunition  supplied  you. 
Set  all  your  officers  to  work  bravely  and  hopefully,  and  all  will  go  well. 
As  regards  the  western  cavalry,  I  think  for  the  present  the  best  thing 
you  can  do  is  to  separate  it;  perhaps  there  is  a  lack  of  confidence  be¬ 
tween  officers  and  men.  If  you  will  attach  one  brigade  to  Rosser, 
making  him  a  division,  and  one  to  Fitz  Lee’s  division,  under  Wickham, 
Lomax  will  be  able,  I  hope,  to  bring  out  the  rest.  The  men  are  all  good 
and  only  require  instructions  and  discipline.  The  enemy’s  force  cannot 
be  so  greatly  superior  to  yours.  His  effective  infantry,  I  do  not  think, 
exceeds  12,000  men.  We  are  obliged  to  fight  against  great  odds.  A 
kind  Providence  will  yet  overrule  everything  for  our  good.  If  Colonel 
Carter’s  wound  incax)acitates  him  for  duty,  you  must  select  a  good 
chief  of  artillery  for  the  present. 

Wishing  you  every  prosperity  and  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


New  Market,  Octjber  9,  1864. 

General:  Rosser,  in  command  of  his  own  brigade  and  the  two 
brigades  of  Fitz  Lee’s  division,  and  Lomax,  with  two  brigades  of  his 
own  cavalry,  were  ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy,  to  harass  him  and 
ascertain  his  purposes,  while  I  remained  here,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  move 
east  of  the  Ridge  if  necessary,  and  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy,  having  concentrated  his  whole  cavalry  in  his  rear,  attacked 
them  and  drove  them  back  this  morning  from  near  Fisher’s  Hill,  cap¬ 
turing  nine  pieces  of  horse  artillery  and  eight  or  ten  wagons.  Their 
loss  in  men  is,  I  understand,  slight. 

I  have  not  heard  defiuitely  from  Rosser,  but  he  is,  I  understand,  fall¬ 
ing  back  in  good  order,  having  rallied  his  command,  which  is  on  what 
is  called  the  Back  road,  which  is  west  of  the  pike;  but  Lomax’s  com¬ 
mand,  which  was  on  the  pike,  came  back  to  this  place  in  confusion. 
This  is  very  distressing  to  me,  and  God  knows  I  have  done  all  in  my 
power  to  avert  the  disasters  which  have  befallen  this  command;  but 
the  fact  is  that  tjie  enemy’s  cavalry  is  so  much  superior  to  ours,  both  in 
numbers  and  equipment,  and  the  country  is  so  favorable  to  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  cavalr^  that  it  is  impossible  for  ours  to  compete  with  his. 
Lomax.’'s  cavalry  are  armed  entirely  Avith  rifies  and  have  no  sabers,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  they  cannot  fight  on  horseback,  and  in  this 
o])en  country  they  cannot  successfully  figiit  on  foot  against  large  bodies 
of  cavalry;  besides,  the  command  is  and  has  been  demoralized  all  the 
time.  It  would  be  better  if  they  could  all  be  init  into  the  infantry;  but 
if  that  Avere  tried  I  am  afraid  they  would  all  run  off*. 

Sheridan’s  infantry  moved  off*  from  Fisher’s  Hill  this  morning,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  he  does  not  intend  coming  this  way  again,  as  he  burnt 
all  the  bridge^  injds  rear  as  he  AA^ent  down,  and  the  question  now  is, 
Avhat  he  intejfljjj^ftig — whether  lie  Avill  moA^e  across  the  Ridge,  send  a 
part  of  hJjjg^^^^Prrant,  or  content  liimself  Avith  iirotecting  the  Balti- 
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more  and  Ohio  road.  If  he  moves  across  the  Eidge  I  will  move  directly 
across  from  this  place  to  meet  him,  and  I  think  I  can  defeat  his  in¬ 
fantry  and  thwart  his  movements  on  the  east  of  the  mountains.  But 
what  shall  I  do  if  he  sends  re-enforcements  to  Grant  or  remains  in  the 
lower  Valley*?  He  has  laid  waste  nearly  all  of  Eockingham  and  Shen¬ 
andoah,  and  I  will  have  to  rely  on  Augusta  for  my  supplies,  and  they 
are  not  abundant  there.  Sheridan’s  purpose,  under  Grant’s  orders, 
has  been  to  render  the  Valley  untenable  by  our  troops  by  destroying 
the  supplies. 

My  infantry  is  now  in  good  heart  and  condition,  and  I  have  sent  a 
special  messenger  to  you  to  get  your  views.  Without  Kershaw  I  would 
have  about  6,000  muskets. 

Very  respectfully. 


J.  A.  EAELY, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


New  Market,  October  20^  1864. 

(Via  Eichinond.) 


The  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  have  not  left  the  VaUey.  I  fought 
them  both  yesterday.  I  attacked  Sheridan’s  camp  on  Cedar  Creek 
before  day  yesterday  morning,  and  surprised  and  routed  the  Eighth 
and  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  then  drove  thesSixth  Corps  beyond  Middle- 
town,  capturing  18  pieces  of  artillery  and  1,300  prisoners  5  but  the 
enemy  subsequently  made  a  stand  on  the  pike,  and,  in  turn,  attacked 
my  line,  and  my  left  gave  way,  and  the  rest  of  the  troops  took  a  panic 
and  could  not  be  raided,  retreating  in  confusion.  Bnt  for  their  bad 
conduct  I  should  have  defeated  Sheridan’s  whole  force.  On  the  retreat 
back  to  Fisher’s  Hill  the  enemy  captured  about  thirty  pieces  of  artillery 
and  some  wagons  and  ambulances.  The  prisoners  were  brought  off. 
My  loss  in  men  was  not  heavy.  General  Eamseur  was  seriously  wounded 
while  acting  with  gallantry,  and  was  captured  by  the  enemy. 


J.  A.  EAELY, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


New  Market,  6 


My  net  loss  in  artillery  on  the  19th  was  twenty-thre^  nieces. 
in  killed  and  wounded  is  less  [than]  1,000.  In  the  en  part  ot 
it  was  not  more  than  100.  I  cannot  say  how  many  captured,bTt^ 

I  think  very  few.  Many  of  the  men  scattered,  and  coming  in. 

The  enemy’s  infantry  is  very  badly  demoralized.  M'^  without 

sufficient  cause,  and  the  capture  of  artillery,  &c.,  ji^ade  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  cavalry.  The  enemy  is  not  pursuing  5  his  y0j.y  severe. 

I  have  sent  off  over  1,300  prisoners. 


General  E.  E.  Lee. 


J-  .4-  Eakly, 

General. 
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lery  runiiiDg  back  on  the  pike,  and  passed  through  our  men  to  this  side 
of  Strasburg,  tore  up  a  bridge,  and  thus  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
greater  part  of  the  artillery  and  a  number  of  ordnance  and  medical 
Avagons  and  ambulances.  The  men  scattered  on  the  sides,  and  the  rout 
was  as  thorough  and  disgraceful  as  ever  happened  to  our  army. 

After  the  utter  failure  of  all  my  attempts  to  rally  the  men  I  went  to 
Fisher’s  Hill  with  the  hope  of  rallying  the  troops  there  and  forming 
them  in  the  trenches,  but  when  they  reached  that  position  the  only 
organized  body  of  men  left  was  the  prisoners,  1,300  in  number,  and  the 
provost-guard  in  charge  of  them,  and  I  believe  that  the  appearance  of 
these  prisoners  moving  back  in  a  body  alone  arrested  the  progress  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry,  as  it  was  too  dark  for  them  to  discover  what  they 
were.  Many  of  the  men  sto])ped  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and  went  to  their  old 
camps,  but  no  organization  of  them  could  be  effected,  and  nothing  saved 
us  but  the  inability  of  the  enemy  to  follow  with  his  infantry  and  his 
expectation  that  we  would  make  a  stand  there.  The  state  of  things 
was  distressing  and  mortifying  beyond  measure.  We  had  Avithin  our 
grasp  a  glorious  victory,  and  lost  it  by  the  uncontrollable  propensity  of 
our  men  for  plunder,  in  the  first  place,  and  the  subsequent  panic  among 
those  who  had  kept  their  places,  which  was  without  sufficient  cause,  for 
I  believe  that  the  enemy  had  only  made  the  movement  against  us  as  a 
demonstration,  hoping  to  protect  his  stores,  &c.,  at  Winchester,  and 
that  the  rout  of  our  troops  was  a  surprise  to  him.  I  had  endeavored  to 
guard  against  the  dangers  of  stopping  to  plunder  in  the  camps  by 
cautioning  the  division  commanders  and  ordering  them  to  caution  their 
subordinates  and  take  the  most  rigid  measures  to  prevent  it,  and  I 
endeavored  to  arrest  the  evil  while  in  progress  without  avail.  The 
truth  is,  we  have  very  few  field  or  company  officers  worth  anything, 
almost  all  our  good  officers  of  that  kind  having  been  killed,  Avounded, 
or  captured,  and  it  is  impossible  to  preserve  discipline  Avithout  good 
field  and  company  officers. 

I  send  you  a  map*  of  the  battle-field  with  the  surrounding  country. 
You  will  see  marked  out  on  it  the  different  routes  of  the  several  col¬ 
umns.  The  plan  was  a  bold  one  and  Avas  vigorously  pursued  by  the 
diAusion  commanders,  and  it  Avas  successful,  but  the  victory  already 
gained  was  lost  by  the  subsequent  bad  conduct  of  the  troops.  The 
artillery  throughout,  from  first  to  last,  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  the 
actions  I  have  had,  behaved  nobly,  both  officers  and  men,  and  not  a 
piece  of  artillery  has  been  lost  by  any  fault  of  theirs.  I  attribute  this 
good^  conduct  on  their  part  to  the  vast  superiority  of  the  officers. 
Colonel  Carter  and  all  his  battalion  commanders  richly  deserve  promo¬ 
tion.  They  not  only  fought  their  guns  gallantly  and  efficiently,  but 
they  made  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  rally  the  infantry. 

It  is  mortifying  to  me,  general,  to  have  to  make  these  explanations 
of  my  reverses.  They  are  due  to  no  Avaut  of  effort  on  my  part,  though 
it  may  be  that  I  have  not  the  capacity  or  judgment  to  prevent  them. 
I  have  labored  faithfully  to  gain  success,  and  I  have  not  failed  to  expose 
my  person  and  to  set  an  example  to  my  men.  I  knoAvthat  I  shall  have 
to  endure  censure  from  those  Avho  do  not  understand  my  position  and 
difficulties,  but  I  am  still  willing  to  make  renewed  efforts.  If  you 
think,  hoAvever,  that  the  interests  of  the  service  Avould  be  promoted  by 
a  change  of  commanders,  I  beg  you  Avill  have  no  hesitation  in  making 
the  change.  The  interests  of  the  service  are  far  beyond  any  mere  per¬ 
sonal  considerations,  and  if  they  require  it  I  am  Avilling  to  surrender 

*  See  Atlas,  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  9. 
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jny  command  into  other  hands.  Though  this  aifair  has  resulted  so 
disastrously  to  my  command,  yet  I  think  it  is  not  entirely  without  com¬ 
pensating  benefits.  The  Sixth  Corps  had  already  begun  to  move  off 
to  Grant  and  my  movement  brought  it  back,  and  Sheridan’s  forces  are 
now  so  shattered  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  send  Grant  any  efficient 
aid  for  some  time.  I  think  he  will  be  afraid  to  trust  the  Eighth  and 
Nineteenth  Corps. 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  heavy,  and  we 
took  1,300  prisoners,  making,  with  some  taken  by  Itosser,  and  others 
taken  on  the  day  of  reconnaissance,  over  1,500.  My  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  not  more  than  700  or  800,  and  I  think  very  few  prisoners 
were  lost.  A  number  of  my  men  are  still  out,  but  they  are  coming  in. 
Except  for  the  loss  of  my  artillery  the  enemy  has  far  the  worst  of  it. 
We  secured  some  of  the  captured  artillery,  and  our  net  loss  is  twenty- 
three  pieces.  I  still  have  twenty  pieces  besides  the  horse  artillery. 
The  enemy  is  not  pursuing,  and  I  will  remain  here  and  organize  my 
troops. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY. 


General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


A  D  DU  NBA. 

Organization  of  the  Confederate  forces  commanded  hy  Lieut.  Gen.  Jubal 
A.  Early.,  G,  8.  Army,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  19, 
1864, 


ramseur’s  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Ramseer.* 


Battle's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gulden  A.  Battle.! 

Lieut.  Coi.  E.  La  Fayette  Horson. 

3d  Alal)ama, - . 

5th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  La  Fayette 
Hobson. 

6tli  Alabama, - . 

12th  Alabama,  Capt.  P.  D.  Ross, 

Gist  Alabama,  Maj.  William  E.  Pinckard. 

Grimes’  BrigoAle. 

Brig.  Gen.  Bryan  Grimes. 

32d  North  Carolina,  )Col.  David 

53d  North  Carolina,  V  G.  Cow- 

2d  North  Carolina  BattalionS  and. 

43d  North  Carolina,  )  Col.  John  R.  Win- 
45th  North  Carolina,  i  ston. 


Cook’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Cook. 

4th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  AVilliam  H.  Wil¬ 
lis. 

12th  Georgia,  Capt.  James  Everett. 

21st  Georgia,  Capt.  Henry  T.  Battle. 
44th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jqmes  W.  Beck. 


Cox’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  R.  Cox. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Capt.  William  H. 
Thomson. 

2d  North  Carolina, - . 

3d  North  Carolina,  Capt.  William  H. 
Thomson. 

4th  North  Carolina, - . 

14th  North  Carolina,  Capt.  Joseph  Jones. 
30th  North  Carolina,  Capt.  John  C.  Mc¬ 
Millan. 


Killed. 


t  Wounded. 
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PEGRAAl’S  (KARLY’s)  DIVISION. 


P,ri<,G  Gen.  .Toiix  Pegra:m. 
Pegram’s  Brigade. 


Col.  .John  S.  Hoffman. 

13tli  Virgiiim,.Cai)t.  Felix  Heist  ell. 

3l8t  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  Kerr  Mc- 
Cutchen. 

49tli  Virginia,  Capt.  John  G.  Lohban. 

52d  Virginia,  Capt.  John  M.  Humphreys. 
58th  Virginia,  Capt.  Leroy  C.  James. 

Godwin’s 


Johnston’s  Brigade. 

Prig.  Gen.  Robert  D.  Johnston. 

5th  North  Carolina, - . 

12th  North  Carolina, - . 

20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas F.Toon. 

23(1  North  Carolina, - . 

1st  North'  Carolina  Battalion  Sharp¬ 
shooters,  Capt.  R.E,  Wilson. 

Brigade.  ~ 


6th  North  Carolina, - 

21st  North  Carolina, - 

54th  North  Carolina, - 

57th  North  Carolina, - 

Gordon’s  division. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon. 


Evans’  Brigade. 


Hags’  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Clement  A.  Evans. 


13th  Georgia, - 

26th  Georgia, - 

31st  Georgia, - 

38th  Georgia, - 

60th  Georgia, - 

61st  Georgia, - 

12th  Georgia  Battalion, 


Terry’s  Brigade.* 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Terry. 


La,  4 
ia,  1 


4th  Virginia, 

.5th  Virginia,  )Col.  John  H.  S.  Funk. 
27th  Virginia, 

33d  Virginia,  J 
Virginia, 


21st 

25th 

42d 

44  th 

48th 

50th 


Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 
Virginia, 


Col.  Robert  H.  Dungan. 


23?  f"’-  ‘‘'“"‘"'■1  ”• 

37tl.  Virii.da;  } 


5th  Louisiana, 
6th  Louisiana,  > 
7th  Louisiana,  j 
8th  Louisiana,  — 
9th  Louisiana,  — 


Stafford’s  Brigade. 


1st  Louisiana, 
14th  Louisiana, 
2d  Louisiana,  — 
10th  Louisiana,  ) 
15th  Louisiana,  J 


*  Com])osed  of  the  fragmentary  remains  of  fourteen  of  the  regiments  of  Edward 
Johnson^  division,  most  of  which  was  captured  by  the  enemy  May  12, 1864. 


566  -  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 


KERSHAW’S  DIVISION. 


Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Kershaw. 


Conner’s  Brigade.  \ 

Maj.  James  M.  Goggin. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Maj.  Benjamin  R. 
Clj^burn.  * 

3d  South  Carolina,  Maj.  Rutherford  P. 
Todd.* 

7th  South  Carolina, - , 

8th  South  Carolina, - . 

15th  South  Carolina, - .  j 

20th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Stephen  M.  1 
Boykin.  I 

3d  South  Carolina  Battalion,  Capt.  B. 
M.  Whitener.t 

Humphreys’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ben.tamix  G.  Humphreys. 

13th  Mississippi, - .  j 

17th  Mississippi, - .  | 

18th  Mississippi, - .  i 

21st  Mississippi, - .  j 


Wofford’s  Brigade 

16th  Georgia, - . 

18th  Georgia, - , 

24th  Georgia, - . 

3d  Georgia  Battalion, -  — 

Cobh’s  (Georgia)  Legion. 

Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion, - 

Bryan’s  Brigade. 

Col.  James  P.  Simms. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  Willis  C.  Holt.* 
50th  Georgia,  Col.  Peter  McGlashan.* 
51st  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Ball.* 

53d  Georgia, - . 


Wharton’s  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gabriel  C.  Wharton. 


Wharton’s  Brigade. 


Echols’  Brigade. 


45th  Virginia, - , 

50th  Virginia, - . 

51st  Virginia, -  - . 

30th  Virginia  Battalion  Sharpshooters. 


22d  Virginia, - 

23d  Virginia  Battalion, 
26th  Virginia  Battalion, 


Smith’s  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  Smith. 

36th  Virginia^ - . 

60th  Virginia,  Capt.  Albert  G.  P.  George. 

45th  Virginia  Battalion,  Capt.  William  B.  Hensley. 
Thomas  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  James  R.  Love,  jr. 

CAVALRY. 
lomax’s  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lunsford  L.  Lomax. 


Imho  den’ 8  Brigade. 

18th  Virginia, - . 

23d  Virginia, - . 

62d  A^irginia, - . 


Bradley  T.  Johnson’s  Brigade. 

8th  Virginia, -  - . 

21st  Virginia, - , 

22d  Virginia, - . 

34th  Virginia  Battalion, - 

36th  Virginia  Battalion, - - 


McCausland’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McCausland. 

■  14th  Virginia, - . 

16th  Virginia, - . 

17th  Virginia, - . 

25th  Virginia, - . 

37th  Virginia  Battalion, -  - 

Jackson’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  B.  Davidson. 

2d  Maryland, - . 

19th  Virginia, - . 

20th  Virginia, - . 

46th  Virginia  Battalion, - 

47th  Virginia  Battalion, - 


*  Wounded. 


t  Killed. 
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Maj.  Gen. 

Wickham’s  Brigade. 

1st  Virginia, - . 

2d.  Virginia, - . 

3d  Virginia, - . 

4th  Virginia, - . 


Thomas  L.  Rosser. 

lios8e7'’s  Brigade. 

7tli  Virginia, - . 

11th  Virginia, - . 

12th  Virginia, - . 

35th  Virginia  Battalion, - 


Payne’s  Brigade. 


5th  Virginia, 
6th  Virginia, 
15th  Virginia, 


ARTILLERY. 


Col.  Thomas  11.  Carter. 
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Braxton’s  Battalion. 

Virginia  battery  (Carpenter’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Hardwicke’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Cooper’s). 

Cutsliaw’s  Battalion. 

Virginia  battery  (Carrington’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Tanner’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Garber’s). 

King’s  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Floyd  KinCx. 

Virginia  battery  (Bryan’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Chapman’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Lowry’s). 


Carter’s  Battalion. 

Alabama  battery  (Reese’s). 
Virginia  battery  (W.  P.  Carter’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Pendleton’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Fry’s). 

Nelson’s  Battalion. 
Lient.  Col.  William  Nelson. 

Georgia  battery  (Milledge’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Kirkpatrick’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Massie’s). 

Horse  Artillery. 

Maryland  battery  (Griffin’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Jackson’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Lnrty’s). 
Virginia  battery  (McClanahan’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Johnston’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Shoemaker’s). 
Virginia  battery  (Thomson’s). 


No.  174. 

Journal  of  Capt.  Jed.  Hotchl’iss,  Topographical  Engineer.,  Second  Corps, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia  ( Valley  Eistrict),  of  operations  August  4- 

December  31.* 

Thursday,  August  4. — We  started  at  sunrise  and  went  to  Slieplierds- 
town  via  Leetown.  Breckinridge  went  the  same  way.  Bodes  and 
Bainseur  went  by  Martinsburg  to  near  Hainesville.  Headquarters  at 
Mrs.  Bedinger’s.  Pleasant. 

Friday,  August  5. — We  crossed  the  river  to  Sharpsburg  and  had  en¬ 
gagement  with  Cole’s  cavalry  and  drove  them  away,  and  then  encamped 
near  there.  General  Early  and  myself  rode  over  part  of  the  battle¬ 
field  of  Sharpsburg,  and  I  sketched,  by  his  order,  the  position  of  his 
brigade  there.  General  Kansom  accompanied  us.  Bodes  and  Bam- 
seur  encamiied  at  Olaggett’s  Mill.  A  warm  day. 

Saturday,  August  6. — We  marched  to  Tilghmanton  and  the  cross¬ 
roads  beyond  toward  Hagerstown,  and  then  went  to  Williamsiiort  and 

*  For  Hotchkiss’  ro])ort  covering  operations  from  the  Rapidaii  to  the  James  May  3 
to  June  13;  the  Lynchburg  Camjiaign  June  14  to  22;  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and 
Maryland  .June  23  to  August  3,  and  tlui  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign  August  4  to 
November  14,  1864,  see  Appendix,  p.  1015.  Omissions  of  strictly  private  matter  in 
the  Journal  are  indicated  by  asterisks. 
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encamped  on  the  Virginia  side.  We  found  Rodes  and  Kamseur  near 
Saint  James’  College.  The  general  went  to  Saint  James’  College  and 
paroled  Doctor  Kerfoot  and  Professor  Coit  for  the  return  of  Doctor 
Boyd,  of  Winchester,  to  his  home  in  three  weeks.  He  talked  to  Doctor 
Kerfoot  for  some  time.  It  began  to  rain  very  early  in  the  morning 
and  rained  most  of  the  forenoon,  then  cleared  off  finely.  We  dined  at 
Williamsport.  Breckinridge  encamped  opposite  Williamsport.  Bodes 
and  Ramseur  went  to  near  Hammond’s  Mill.  The  Yankees  have  a  force 
at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Sunday j  August  7. — We  started  at  an  early  hour  and  went  to  Mar- 
tinsburg  and  spent  most  of  the  day  at  Ed.  Pendleton’s,  and  in  the 
p.  m.  went  on  to  Bunker  Hill.  Breckinridge  came  to  .  Darkesville  and 
Bodes  and  Ramseur  to  Bunker  Hill.  General  Pegram  reported  for 
duty.  Quite  warm. 

Monday^  August  8. — Worked  at  map  of  the  battle  of  Monocacy  all 
day.  Quite  warm.  Enemy  reported  coming  up  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Tuesday^  August  9. — Spent  day  in  camp  at  Bunker  Hill  making  map 
of  battle  of  Monocacy.  Robinson  reducing  Adams  County  and  Olt- 
manns  copying  map  of  District  of  Columbia.  Lieutenant  Koerner  came 
to  see  me  in  p.  m.  about  details,  &c.  Warm. 

Wednesday  August  10. — We  moved  at  an  early  hour  to  Stephenson’s 
Depot,  Breckinridge  in  advance,  and  then  by  Jordan  Springs  to  the 
Red  Bud  and  Abraham’s  Creek,  where  Breckinridge  encamped.  Bodes 
marched  to  the  right  of  the  road  at  Stephenson’s  and  encamped.  Ram¬ 
seur  marched  yesterday  to  Winchester  to  meet  a  reported  advance  of 
Averell  from  Romney.  We  got  the  details  of  the  rout  of  our  cavalry 
at  Moorelield.  It  was  a  disgraceful  affair.  We  lost  some  400  men  and 
4  pieces  of  artillery.  We  had  headquarters  near  Burgess’,  a  mile  from 
Winchester  on  the  Berry ville  road.  Dined  at  Wall’s.  Warm  day. 
Enemy  made  demonstrations  on  the  Millwood,  Berryville,  andMartins- 
burg  roads  in  the  p.  m.,  and  were  easily  repulsed 

Thursday.;  August  11. — Apimarances  indicating  a  general  attack  by  a 
large  force,  we  this  morning  formed  a  line  of  battle  covering  the 
approaches  east  and  southeast  of  Winchester  ;  Breckinridge  covering 
the  Berryville  and  Millwood  roads,  Ramseur  the  Front  Royal  road,  and 
Bodes  the  Martinsburg  road.  Everything  was  moved  from  Winchester 
and  we  had  a  skirmish  on  the  Millwood  road.  About  noon  I  guided 
Gordon  across  the  country,  by  a  route  I  had  selected  in  the  a.  m.,  to  the 
pike  near  Kerustown  and  took  him  to  a  position  south  of  Kewtown. 
The  rest  of  the  army  followed,  and  we  had  a  brisk  skirmish,  about  dark, 
on  the  road  to  the  Double  Toll-Gate  from  Newtown.  We  drove  the 
enemy  back  and  encamped  near  NewtoAvn.  Headquarters  at  Chris- 
man’s.  Very  warm.  Bryan’s  and  Lowry’s  batteries,  on  the  Millwood 
road,  were  engaged  some. 

Friday ;  August  12. — We  marched  at  an  early  hour  and  went  across 
Cedar  Creek  and  formed  a  line  of  battle.  The  Yankees  came  on  and 
formed  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  and  Ave  had  some  skirmishing  but 
no  general  engagement.  In  the  evening  we  fell  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill 
and  took  up  our  headquarters  at  Funkhouser’s.  I  spent  the  day  recon- 
noitering  and  carrying  orders,  and  at  night  took  Colonel  Jackson  and 
his  cavalry  to  the  Middle  road  and  posted  them  for  pickets.  Got  to 
camp  at  midnight.  Very  warm. 

Saturday^  Augmt  13. — We  selected  a  line  of  battle  on  Fisher’s  Hill, 
Wharton  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  Gordon  to  the  top  of  the  hill  beyond 
the  railroad,  Ramseur  from  Gordon  to  the  top  of  the  hill  beyond  the 
Middle  road,  and  Bodes  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Middle  road  with 
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strong  pickets  across  tlie  Valley  to  tlie  Back  road;  cavalry  in  front, 
McCausland  at  the  foot  of  Three  Top  Mountain,  Jackson  on  the  Middle 
road  and  Johnson  on  the  Back  road.  We  spent  the  day  on  the  lines. 
The  troops  fortified  them.  Very  Avarm. 

Sunday,  August  14. — We  spent  the  day  on  the  lines,  staying  under  a 
tree  by  the  roadside.  Had  a  little  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Most 
of  them  remained  on  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek.  Onr  signal  men 
were  drHen  off  the  point  of  Three  Top  Mountain,  but  Captain  Keller 
and  his  sharpshooters  drove  the  Yankees  off*  and  killed  2  and  cap¬ 
tured  3. 

Monday,  Augiist  15. — Spent  the  day  on  the  lines  and  at  Breckinridge’s 
headquarters,  in  the  p.  m.  we  drove  the  enemy  back  to  Cedar  Creek 
Hill  and  found  them  in  the  same  position.  A  very  Avarm  day.  It  rained 
late  in  the  p.  ni.  and  at  night.  Major  Jones  spent  the  night  with  me. 
General  Lomax  came  to-day. 

Tuesday,  August  16. — Sketched  the  country  betAveen  the  river  and 
Massanutten  Mountain  and  along  the  foot  of  Fisher’s  Hill.  Quite 
warm.  Fitz  Lee  came  to  see  General  Early,  his  cavalry  being  at  Front 
Koyal.  Anderson  had  a  fight  with  the  Yankee  cavalry  at  Guard  Hill, 
in  which  he  got  the  worst  of  it. 

Wednesday,  August  17. — We  found  the  enemy  gone  this  morning  and 
the  smoke  rising  from  all  parts  of  the  Lower  Valley  from  the  burning 
of  barns  and  hay  and  wheat  stacks  by  the  retreating  Yankees.  We 
followed,  Gordon  in  advance;  then  Wharton,  Eamsenr,  and  Bodes. 
McCausland  Avent  down  the  Valley  pike,  Jackson  on  the  Middle,  and 
Johnson  on  the  Back  roads.  W e  did  not  get  up  with  the  enemy  until 
we  reached  Kernstown;  there  droA^e  in  the  skirmishers,  and  found  the 
cavalry  posted  on  Bowers’  Hill.  I  took  Forsberg’s  small  brigade  to 
the  Middle  road  and  threw  them  out  to  the  left  and  droA^e  the  enemy 
from  the  hills  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Bell’s,  Johnson’s  cavalry  being 
there  on  our  left;  then  reported,  and  Wharton’s  division  Avas  sent  there. 
E  put  it  in  line  to  advance  against  Bowers’  Hill.  Then  saAv  it  go  in  and 
take  the  hill.  Bamseur’s  sharpshooters  advanced  at  the  same  time.  I 
watched  the  left  of  the  line  and  the  advance  of  Johnson’s  cavalry, 
then  reported  to  General  Early  after  dark.  Gordon  crossed  from  Kerns¬ 
town  to  the  Front  Boyal  road  and  came  into  Winchester  from  that  way. 
We  lost  some  killed  and  AVounded,and  inflicted  some  loss  on  the  enemy 
and  drove  them  through  the  toAvn.  AA^e  got  the  toAvn  just  after  dark. 
W^e  encamped  at  Pritchard’s,  near  KernstoAcn.  We  took  200  prisoners. 
Tlie  day  Avas  pleasant  and  cloudy;  part  of  it  very  hot.  Anderson 
marched  up  to  the  Opequon. 

Th  ursday,  August  18. — We  moved  our  camp  to  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Wood, 
near  the  Town  Spring,  at  Winchester.  Bodes  moved  out  a  mile  or 
so  on  tlie  Berryville  road,  Bamseur  on  the  Martinsburg  road,  and  Gor¬ 
don  and  AAJiarton  remained  on  Abraham’s  Creek,  near  Hollingsworth’s 
Mill.  General  Anderson  came  up  Avith  Kershaw’s  division  and  Fitz 
Lee’s  cavalry  and  encamxied  near  the  Opequon,  on  the  Front  Boyal  and 
Millwood  roads.  It  rained  most  of  last  night  and  half  of  to-day  quite 
steadily.  Oltmanns  finished  a  map  of  the  Valley,  which  I  sent  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Lomax,  and  corrected  some  maps. 

Friday,  August  19. — We  moved  at  an  early  hour  to  Bunker  Hill, 
Bamseur  in  advance,  followed  by  Bodes  and  Breckinridge.  All  en¬ 
camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill.  Anderson  and  Fitz  Lee 
remained  at  AVinchester.  Lomax  and  his  cavalry  Avent  to  vicinity  of 
Martinsburg  and  held  the  line  of  tlie  OjXHpion  all  along.  A  fine  day. 
Slight  shoAvers.  Cool  evening.  Lomax  Avent  to  Martinsburg  and  Shep- 
herdstown. 
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Saturday,  August  ^0. — spent  the  day  in  camp.  1  e()iTected  some 
maps.  Oltmanns  copied  part  of  battle  of  Monocacy  and  Kobinson 
copied  a  Valley  map.  It  rained  and  misted  most  of  the  day.  We  had 
some  skirmishing’  with  the  enemy  along  the  Opeqnoii.  Camps  as 
yesterday. 

Sunday,  August  21. — We  moved  toward  Charlestown  at  an  early  hour. 
Drove  the  enemy  from  the  Opequon.  Met  their  infantry  skirmishers 
at  Aldridge’s  about  9.30  a.  m.  liodes  was  in  front  and  threw  out  his 
skirmishers  and  drove  the  enemy  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown. 
Ramseur  was  put  on  his  right  and  advanced  to  near  the  Summit  Point 
road.  Anderson  came  by  the  old  Winchester  and  Charlestown  road  and 
Fitz  Lee  by  the  Berryville  road.  They  had  some  figlK^ing  near  Summit 
Point.  We  advanced  by  Smithfleld.  It  threatened  rain  some,  but 
cleared  off  by  noon.  Lomax,  with  Vaughn,  Johnson,  and  Jackson, 
advanced  by  Leetown  and  then  toward  Charlestown.  McCausland 
came  on  in  our  front  and  went  toward  Summit  Point  with  part  of  his 
force  from  Smithlield.  Gordon  was  put  on  the  right  and  Wharton  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  in  reserve.  We  skirmished  with  the  enemy  during 
the  p.  m.  and  used  some  artillery.  They  made  some  advances,  but 
were  repulsed.  We  encamped  some  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Charles¬ 
town.  A  fine  day.  I  reconnoitered  positions,  &c. 

Monday,  August  22. — We  advanced  at  an  early  hour  and  found  the 
enemy  gone,  leaving  only  cavalry  behind.  We  soon  drove  them  off, 
and  three  miles  beyond  Charlestown.  Anderson  and  Fitz  Lee  came  to 
vicinity  of  Charlestown,  and  our  cavalry  was  thrown  out  toward 
Shepherdstown  and  toward  the  Shenandoah.  It  rained  very  hard  for 
several  hours  in  the  p.  m.  I  dined  at  Mr.  Strider’s.  Robinson  copied 
map  for  General  Kershaw  in  i).  m.  and  night.  Headquarters  near 
Davenport’s. 

Tuesday^  August  23. — The  army  remained  in  front  of  Charlestown. 
Made  some  few  movements  to  thwart  moves  of  the  enemy,  moving  more 
to  the  left.  I  sketched  the  portion  of  country  that  we  fought  over  on 
Sunday.  There  was  a  dense  fog  in  the  morning,  but  it  cleared  off  and 
became  quite  warm.  Headquarters  at  Davenport’s. 

Wednesday,  August  21. — Still  at  same  place.  Enemy  drove  in  our 
pickets  toward  Hari^er’s  Ferry  and  created  some  stir,  which  was  soon 
quelled.  Quiet  the  rest  of  the  day.  I  rode  over  to  Rock’s  Ford,  on 
the  Shenandoah,  to  view  the  country.  Dined  with  Major  Adams  at 
Osborne’s.  Very  warm  day. 

Thursday,  August  26. — We  started  at  an  early  hour  for  Shepherds¬ 
town,  via  Leetown,  Wharton  in  front,  followed  by  Gordon,  Rodes,  and 
Ramseur.  Fitz  Lee  went  by  Smifhfield  to  Leetown  and  Lomax  col¬ 
lected  his  at  the  same  place,  and  all  went  on  to  Martinsburg  and  Will¬ 
iamsport.  We  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  advance  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  Leetown  and  had  quite  a  heavy  skirmish  with  them.  Whar¬ 
ton’s  division  was  thrown  out  and  engaged,  most  of  it  on  tlie  left  of  the 
road.  Gordon  was  moved  to  the  right  and  Rodes  to  the  left.  We  soon 
drove  the  enemy  off,  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides.  They  made 
another  stand  near  Shepherdstown  on  the  Charlestown  road,  which 
Gordon  repulsed  with  Terry’s  brigade  on  the  left,  then  York  and  Evans 
on  the  right.  Quite  a  lively  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  Gordon  was 
wounded  in  the  head,  but  he  gallantly  daslied  on,  the  blood  streaming 
over  him.  We  finally  drove  the  Yankee  cavalry  in  every  direction, 
and  encamped  at  night  near  Shepherdstown.  Headquarters  at  Botel- 
er’s  house.  A  stampede  of  ambulances  when  the  firing  began  came 
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near  causing  a  stampede  of  WliartoiPs  division.  We  lost  a  good  many. 
The  Yanks  had  started  on  a  raid  and  had  three  days’  rations  with  them. 
Very  warm.  The  cavalry  is  opposite  Williamsport  to-nigiit. 

Friday^  August  26. — We  spent  about  half  the  day  at  Bhepherdstown, 
then  marched  back  to  Leetown,  Ivainseur  in  advance,  foillowed  by 
Eodes,  Gordon  and  Wiiarton.  Our  cavalry  came  to  the  vicinity  of 
Shepherdstown,  having  found  the  enemy  in  force  to  oppose  their  pass¬ 
age  at  Williamsport.  They  had  an  artillery  duel  in  the  morning. 
Anderson  had  anight  near  Charlestown  in  the  p.  m.  Headquarters  in 
the  orchard  at  the  old  General  Lee  house.  Colonel  Boteler  spends  the 
night  Avith  me.  Robinson  and  Oltmanns  worked  aAvhile  at  maps. 
Fine  day.  Wiiflly^  and  some  rain  at  night. 

Saturday,  August  27. — We  continued  our  marcli  back  to  our  old  camp 
at  Bunker*  Hill.*  Bodes  went  by  Dandridge’s  and  the  Sulphur  Springs, 
the  rest  by^  Smithfield.  Ramseur  followed  by^  Gordon  and  Wharton. 
Anderson  came  from  CharlestoAvn  by  Smithheld,  and  went  on  to  Ste¬ 
phenson’s.  Pleasant,  but  quite  cool  in  the  p.  in.  We  also  found  the 
cavalry  falling  back,  but  General  Early  ordered  McCausland  back  to 
Charlestown,  and  he  went  beyond  toward  Harper’s  Ferry.  Fitz  Lee 
and  Lomax  remained  near  ShepherdstoAvn. 

Sunday,  Atigust  28. — We  spent  the  day  in  camp  at  Bunker  Hill,  and 
had  preaching  in  some  of  the  divisions.  The  enemy’s  caAmlry  advanced 
on  ours,  and  Ave  had  some  lighting  near  Smithfield,  especially  Harry 
Gilmor,  but  our  cav^dry  retired,  Lomax  toAAmrd  Bunker  Hill,  and  Fitz 
Lee  toward  BrucetoAvn.  The  enemy^  occupied  Smithfield,  burning 
three  houses  there.  Some  infantiy  marched  toward  the  Opequon,  but 
was  not  engaged.  The  day  Acas  quite  cool.  Robinson  made  a  map  for 
General  Wickham. 

Monday,  A  ugust  29. — The  enemy^’s  caAmlry  advanced  this  morning 
and  drove  ours  across  the  Opequon.  Ramseur  Avas  marched  out  by  the 
turnpike  and  advanced  to  drive  them  back.  Gordon  moved  by  a  road 
to  the  right  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left  flank.  The  artillery  was  also 
advanced.  After  some  brisk  cannonading  across  the  creek,  and  skir¬ 
mishing,  we  drove  the  enemy  through  Smithfield  and  tAvo  miles  and  a 
half  beyond,  then  returned  to  our  old  camps  again.  Bodes  held  the 
road  toward  Martinsburg.  We  lost  10  killed  and  75  AAmunded.  Ijate 
in  the  p.  m.  our  cavalry  aa^s  again  driven  across  the  Opequon  by  the 
enemy.  I  went  to  General  Anderson  in  the  morning  to  apprise  him  of 
the  situation,  then  came  back  and  witnessed  most  of  the  advance. 
Pleasant  day.  Cool  in  morning  and  evening.  Robinson  and  Oltmanns 
Avorked  at  maps.  I  sent  Green’s  baggage  to  Winchester. 

Tuesday,  A  ugust  SO. — Spent  the  day  in  camp,  not  feeling  very  Av^ell, 
but  worked  some  at  maps.  Robiiison  and  Oltmanns  copydng  maps  of 
the  Valley.  Fine  day;  cool  night;  all  quiet. 

Wednesday ,  August  31. — I  sketched  the  road  to  the  Opequon  and 
back.  The  Yankee  cavalry  made  some  advances  toAvard  Winchester. 
Came  to  the  Opequon.  Anderson  moved  back  to  near  Winchester. 
Our  cavalry  was  moved  to  meet  them,  but  they  went  back  in  the  p.  m. 
and  the  usual  (piiet  prevailed.  Fine  day;  cool  at  night.  Bodes’  divis¬ 
ion  AA^ent  to  Martinsburg  and  back. 

Thursday,  Septemher  1. — I  rode  up  to  Winchester  in  the  a.  m.  and 
brought  back  some  dispatches  for  General  Early.  Oltmanns  copied 
map  of  the  Valley.-  Robinson  finished  reducing  Adams  County,  Pa. 

very  fine  day. 

Friday,  September  2. — Dispatches  came  in  the  morning  stating  that 
the  enemy  was  moving  toAvard  Berryville  in  force.  So  we  moved  across 
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tbe  (  oiintry  toward  Stone  (Jliapel  by  Tory’s  Ford^  Gordon  in  advance, 
followed  by  Wharton  and  Ifamseur.  We  got  nearly  to  Stone  Cliapel 
when  Vaughn’s  brigade  of  our  cavalry  got  stamx)eded  at  Bunker  Hill 
and  ran  away,  leaving  the  wagons  and  Johnson’s  brigade  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  A  few  hundred  cavalry  took  fourteen  wagons  and  some 
men  and  compelled  us  to  turn  back.  Bodes  had  been  left  near  Stephen¬ 
son’s.  He  turned  back  and  drove  the  enemy  nearly  to  Bunker  Hill. 
We  turned  back  through  Brucetowu,  Eamseuriu  advance,  and  encamped 
between  Brucetown  and  Steph enson’s.  Our  wagon s  went  from  Stephen¬ 
son’s  nearly  to  Summit  Point  ahead  of  the  army,  but  all  got  back  safely 
to  Stephenson’s  about  midnight.  The  enemy  retired  and  Fitz  Lee  re¬ 
ported  that  the  enemy  had  gone  to  City  Point.  Anderson  and  Fitz 
Lee  moved  toward  Berryville. 

Saturday^  September  3. — The  enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  at  White 
Post  this  morning  threatening  to  come  to  Newtown.  Fitz  Lee  moved 
toward  Newtown  and  Anderson  toward  Berryville.  He  met  the  enemy 
near  there  in  the  i).  m.  and  drove  them  from  a  line  of  works  with  small 
loss.  The  cannonading  kept  up  until  9  p.  m.  Bodes  started  in  the 
morning  for  Bunker  Hill^  to  be  folio Aved  by  the  rest  of  the  coitus j  but' 
he  alone  Avent  on  and  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  there  after  the 
cavalry  fight,  in  which  Harry  Gilmor  aa  as  Avounded.  Bamseur  remained 
in  camp  guarding  some  roads.  At  night  Gordon  moved  to  Winchester, 
his  men  in  high  spirits.  It  rained  in  the  night;  began  just  about  dark. 
I  went  to  Winchester  to  attend  to  some  business.  *  *  * 

Sunday^  September  4. — We  were  roused  up  very  early  to  go  to  Berry¬ 
ville,  Bamseur  in  front,  folloAA  ed  by  Wharton  and  Bodes  (Gordon  re¬ 
mained  at  Winchester).  We  found  Anderson  in  line  of  battle  in  front 
of  Berryville  and  joined  on  to  his  left.  He  Avas  skirmishing  some  Avith 
the  enemy.  Their  cavalry  soon  passed  back  from  Millwood.  We 
marched  to  find  the  enemy’s  right  flank.  Went  as  far  as  Sidney  Allen’s. 
Found  them  well  fortified,  so  skirmished  with  them  until  night  and  then 
withdrew  to  a  line  parallel  with  the  Winchester  and  Berryville  roads, 
and  there  spent  the  night.  Headquarters  at  Bussell’s.  A  fine  day. 
It  rained  some  at  night. 

Monday^  September  5. — We  remained  in  front  of  Berryville  until  2  p. 
m.,  then  withdrew  and  returned  to  Stephenson’s  Depot  by  the  way  of 
the  Burnt  Factory,  Jordan  Springs,  &c.  Bodes  was  in  front,  followed 
by  Wharton  and  Bamseur.  Anderson  moved  back  to  Winchester  in  the 
morning.  Our  cavalry  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  beloAV  Stephen¬ 
son’s  and  was  falling  back  when  Bodes’  advance  came  there,  just  before 
dark,  and  threw  out  a  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  pike  and  advanced 
lapidly  and  drove  Averell’s  cavalry  some  three  miles,  inflicting  some 
damage.  It  rained  very  hard  late  in  the  p.  m.  and  also  after  dark. 
Headquarters  at  Mrs.  Stephenson’s. 

Tuesday^  September  6. — We  spent  the  day  in  camp,  and  it  rained  and 
misted  most  of  the  time.  I  corrected  maps  and  wrote  some  letters. 
Gave  Colonel  Smith  a  map  of  the  northeast  part  of  Virginia. 

Wednesday^  September  7. — I  rode  over  a  back  road  to  Winchester  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  back  by  one  on  the  right  and  sketched  them. 
A  fine,  clear  day.  Enemy’s  cavalry  made  a  demonstration  near  Bruce¬ 
town  ;  also  uear  the  YelloAv  House  on  the  Martiusburg  road,  and  also  on 
the  Millwood  and  Front  Boyal  roads  not  far  from  Winchester,  and  were 
repulsed  at  all  points.  The  general  went  to  Winchester. 

Thursday^  September  8. — I  went  to  NewtoAvii  to-day  to  see  Lieutenant 
Koerner.  Met  him  and  Ave  Avent  to  Major  Jones’  and  spent  the  night. 
It  rained  most  of  the  day;  began  at  10  a.  m.  W^e  changed  camp  and 
went  back  of  Mrs.  Steijhen son’s. 
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Friday^  Septemher  9. — It  cleared  off  and  we  had  a  fine  day.  Koerner 
and  myself  came  back  to  camp,  then  went  over  to  Breckinridge’s  and 
fixed  to  have  his  engineer  company  go  and  aid  in  the  survey  of  the 
country.  The  enemy  came  to  the  Opeqnon  and  burned  some  mills. 
Wharton  went  to  meet  them. 

Saturday^  Beptemher  10. — We  moved  down  to  Bunker  Hill,  Bodes  in 
front,  followed  by  Bamsenr.  Some  of  Lomax’s  brigade  preceded  us. 
We  had  a  very  harckrain  in  the  morning,  with  thunder  and  lightning. 
We  marched  through.  Our  infantry  marched  jnst  beyond  Darkesville. 
Our  cavalry  drove  the  Yankees  through  Martinsbnrg  after  the  infantry 
had  started  them  from  Darkesville.  There  were  only  two  brigades  of 
cavalry  this  side  of  the  Opequon.  All  the  enemy  went  south  of  that 
stream.  We  came  back  to  our  old  camp  at  Bunker  Hill.  Bamseur 
and  Bodes  came  there.  Lomax  remained  at  Darkesville.  The  day 
became  pleasant. 

l^iinday^  September  11. — It  began  to  rain  about  11  p.  m.  last  night  and 
rained  very  hard  until  7  this  morning,  with  thunder  and  vivid  light¬ 
ning.  The  infantry  moved  back  to  Stephenson’s  to-day.  I  went  with 
Captain  Wilbonrn  by  the  Back  road  to  our  old  camp  at  Stephenson’s. 
The  cavalry  remained  at  Darkesville.  There  were  several  hard  showers 
during  the  day,  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning.  We  dined  at 
Mr.  Abbott’s. 

Monday.^  September  12. — Spent  the  day  in  camp  i)reparing  to  go  to 
Staunton.  All  quiet.  A  fine  day;  showery.  Cool  mornings  and  even¬ 
ings.  Major  Jones  dined  with  us. 

Tuesday.;  September  13. — I  left  for  home.  Went  to  the  engineer  camp, 
seven  miles  southwest  of  Strasburg,  and  spent  the  night.  There  was 
heavy  cannonading  near  Brucetown  when  I  left.  A  fine,  cool  day. 
.The  enemy  advanced  on  the  old  Charlestown  road.  We  broke  up  camp 
at  Stephenson’s  at  2  p.  m.  The  general  spent  the  day  at  Carpenter’s 
battery  on  the  left  of  the  road  near  the  Opequon.  We  skirmished 
across  the  creek.  Carpenter  had  2  guns  disabled,  3  men  killed,  and  5 
wounded.  Gordon  on  the  left,  Bamseur  on  the  right.  Enemy  left. 
Headquarters  at  same  id  ace  at  night. 

Wednesday^  September  14. — I  rode  as  far  as  Mr.  Cowan’s,  near  Tenth 
Legion.  It  rained  very  hard  most  of  the  day.  Cold  and  chilly.  Col¬ 
onel  Boteler  left  for  Wincliester.  Anderson  took  his  division  away  to 
Culpeper  Court-House  via  Front  Boyal. 

Thursday^  September  15. — Went  on  home  by  Avay  of  Mossy  Creek. 
Dined  at  Mr.  Craun’s  and  called  at  Major  McCue’s.  A  fine,  cool  day. 
The  people  are  bnsy  sowing  grain.  Grass  is  growing  finely.  Oltmanns 
made  copy  of  map  of  Virginia.  Lieutenant  Boyd  came  to  headquar¬ 
ters  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Koerner. 

Friday ;  September  16. — Went  to  Staunton  by  the  way  of  E.  Geeding’s. 
Looked  some  for  supplies.  Got  maps  and  sent  some  down  to  camp. 
A  fine  day.  Cool  in  evening.  Lieutenant  Koerner  sent  Boyd  and 
Chichester  to  the  west  of  Winchester  to  survey. 

Saturday^  September  17. — Bode  around  among  my  neighbors  to  buy 
supplies  for  the  year.  Had  some  difficulty,  but  got  along  well.  Fine, 
bracing  day.  Tiiey  had  dinner  in  camp  at  1  p.  m.and  two  days’ rations 
were  ordered,  and  moved  at  3  p.  m.  to  Bunker  Hill,  Gordon  in  advance, 
preceded  by  Jackson  and  followed  by  Bodes.  Camped  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Sunday ;  September '18. — I  spent  the  day  at  home,  as  it  portended  rain 
and  rained  soim^  in  the  a.  jn.  Henry  Sieg  and  others  called  to  see  me. 
Fine  day.  At  3  a.  m.  Gordon  marclied  for  Martinsbnrg.  Cavalry  met 
enemy’s  pickets  at  Big  Spring  and  drove  tlicm  through  town  of  Mar- 
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tinsburg.  Two  brigades  of  Gordon  went  to  the  left  of  Martinsburg, 
and  one  (York’s)  to  the  right.  Destroyed  Tuscarora  bridge,  took  21 
men  and  horses,  5  wagon  loads  of  coal,  and  5  coils  of  telegraph  wire. 
Left  at  4  p.  m.  and  came  back  to  Bunker  Hill;  headquarters  at  Ste¬ 
phenson’s.  Bodes  came  to  Stephenson’s.  Grant  said  to  be  at  Har¬ 
per’s  Berry. 

Monday,  September  19. — I  started  back  to  camp  by  the  way  of  Staun¬ 
ton.  Passed  through  Harrisonburg,  where  there  was  a  large  crowd  at 
court.  Came  to  Big  Sirring  and  spent  the  night  at  lAncoln’s.  Pine, 
warm  day.  Enemy  came  on  by  the  Berryville  road  and  Bamseur 
engaged  them  three  miles  from  Wincliester,  at  right  angles  to  the  road, 
from  3  a.  m.  Lomax,  Johnson,  and  Jackson  on  the  right.  Bodes  came 
up  at  10  a.  m.  and  formed  on  Bamseur’s  left,  and  Gordon  came 
about  noon  and  formed  on  Bodes’ left.  Wharton  came  up  and  fought 
along  the  Martinsburg  road  to  Gordon’s  rear.  He  drove  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  back  several  times.  The  infantry  fighting  became  heavy  about 
noon.  General  Bodes  was  killed  between  1  and  2  p.  m.  Enemy 
advanced  several  times.  Were  repulsed  with  very  great  loss.  The 
Y^ankee  cavalry  made  a  dash  on  our  left  at  1  p.  m.  and  were  driven 
back,  but  at  4  p.  m.  they  turned  our  left  and  fell  on  our  rear  and 
made  our  men  give  way  in  great  confusion,  coming  to  the  suburbs  of 
Winchester.  Then  Gordon’s  line  gave  way  and  we  were  compelled  to 
retreat  about  sundown .  This  was  effected  with  little  loss.  The  enemy’s 
cavalry  came  on  to  Kernstown,  but  were  checked  by  Bamseur.  We  fell 
back  to  B'ewtown,  Gordon  in  front  and  Bamseur  in  the  rear.  Camped 
about  midnight.  We  took  400  ijrisoners  and  inflicted  a  loss  of  8,000  or 
10,000  on  the  enemj^  Our  loss  about  1,500.  Fine  day.  Chilly  night. 

Tuesday,  September  20. — Started  early  for  camp.  When  I  got  to  Hew 
Market  heard  that  we  had  had  a  disastrous  battle  and  General  Bodes 
had  been  killed,  and  at  Bude’s  Hill  I  met  his  body.  A  severe  loss,  his 
men  along  the  road  lamenting  it  deeply.  Soon  met  trains  of  ambu¬ 
lances,  and  troops  of  wounded  and  stragglers  filled  the  road  all  the 
way  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  where  1  found  the  army  in  its  old  position.  Our 
losses  were  heavy  yesterday.  A  fine,  warm  day.  The  army  came  to 
Fisher’s  Hill  at  daylight.  Bamseur  was  put  in  command  of  Bodes’ 
division  and  Pegram  of  Early’s  division,  which  Bamseur  has  been  com- 
]iianding  this  summer.  We  lost  3  pieces  of  artillery  at  Winchester. 
Bodes  is  much  lamented  by  the  army.  Wharton  is  now  on  the  right 
of  the  turnpike,  then  Gordon  across  to  the  Middle  road,  then  Pegram 
and  Bamseur,  with  Lomax  on  the  left,  on  the  Back  road,  except  Mc- 
Causland’s  brigade,  which  is  across  the  river  opposite  Strasburg. 
AYickham,  of  Fitz  Lee’s  division  of  cavalry,  fell  back  to  Front  Boyal. 
Only  one  division  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  followed  us.  The  enemy  came 
to  Strasburg.  Headquarters  at  Fisher’s  Hill. 

Wednesday,  September  21. — AYe  spent  the  day  in  line  of  battle  and 
fixing  our  works.  The  enemy’s  infantry  in  front  and  ca  valry  on  the 
left  made  some  demonstrations.  Late  in  the  p.  m.  they  drove  in  our 
stiirmish  line  on  the  Aliddle  road,  and  got  a  hill  there  which  they  forti¬ 
fied.  Wickham  had  to  fall  back  to  Milford.  Breckinridge  and  staff 
left  to-day.  I  watched  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  A  fine,  warm 
day.  AAA  had  some  artillery  lighting. 

Tliiirsdajy,  September  22. — The  enemy  advanced  a  line  of  battle  in 
front  at  an  early  hour,  and  engaged  our  skirmishers,  but  did  not  push 
forward  much.  At  9.30  a.  m.  they  engaged  our  skirmishers  quite 
earnestly,  and,  at  1  p.  m.,  advanced  several  lines  of  battle  in  front  of 
Bamseur,  but  did  not  come  far,  and  only  drove  in  our  skirmish  line. 
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At  4.30  p.  m.  they  drove  in  the  skirmishers  in  front  of  Gordon  and 
opened  a  lively  artillery  duel.  At  the  same  time  a  flanking  force  that 
had  come  on  our  left,  near  the  North  Mountain,  advanced  and  drove 
away  the  cavalry  and  moved  on  the  left  flank  of  our  infantry — rather 
beyond  it.  The  brigade  there  (Battle’s)  was  ordered  to  move  to  the 
left,  and  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  extend  that  way,  moving  along 
the  line  of  the  breast  works.  But  the  enemy  attacking  just  then  (5.30 
X).  111.)  the  second  brigade  from  the  left,  instead  of  marching  by  the  line 
of  works,  was  marched  across  an  angle  by  its  commander.  The  enemy 
seeing  this  movement  rushed  over  tlie  works,  and  the  brigade  fled  in  con¬ 
fusion,  thus  letting  the  enemy  into  the  rear  of  Early’s  division,  as  well 
as  of  Gordon’s-  and  tlie  rest  of  Bodes’;  our  whole  line  gave  a\  ay  toward 
the  right,  offering  little  or  no  resistance,  and  the  enemy  came  on  and 
occuiiied  our  line.  General  Early  and  staff  were  near  by,  and  I  Avith 
others  went  after  Wharton,  to  [the  right],  but  it  was  too  late.  Our  whole 
line  had  retreated  before  he  got  on  the  turnpike.  The  enemy  opened 
a  furious  cannonade  on  him.  Our  men  came  back  in  a  xierfect  rout, 
and  so  ra^iidly  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  railroad  before  the  head 
of  the  column  got  into  the  xiike,  eA^en.  It  was  then  getting  dark.  I 
hastened  back  to  try  and  stop  the  mass  of  fugitives  on  the  top  of  the 
hill  near  Mount  ProsjAect.  General  Gordon,  General  Pegram,  and  Col¬ 
onel  Pendleton  with  others  came  uja.  Colonel  Pendleton  and  myself 
had  gotten  a  few  men  to  stop  near  a  fence,  there,  and  also  two  pieces  of 
artillerj'-,  which  were  opened  on  the  enemy.  By  the  combined  efforts  of 
all  a  few  men  were  induced  to  stop.  The  artillery  Avas  opened  on  the 
woods  Avhere  the  enemy  Avas  advancing  and  it  checked  them  for  the 
moment,  but  most  of  our  men  Avent  on,  officers  and  all,  at  breakneck 
speed.  Wharton  came  along  i)arallel  to  the  pike  and  on  the  left,  and 
kept  some  of  his  men  together.  He  checked  the  enemy  some,  and  a 
rear  guard  was  formed  from  his  division  which  made  a  stand  at  Tom’s 
Brook,  and  gwe  the  enemy  a  volley  which  made  them  desist  from  pur¬ 
suit.  Battle’s  brigade  moA^ed  to  the  left  and  came  out  intact.  Colonel 
Pendleton,  was  mortally  wounded  soon  after  Ave  made  a  stand  on  the 
hill.  The  rout  of  wagons,  caissons,  limbers,  artillery,  and  flying  men  Avas 
fearful  as  the  stream  swept  doAAui  the  pike  toward  Woodstock,  as  many 
thought  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  aiming  to  get  there  by  the  Middle 
road  and  cut  us  off.  I  became  alarmed  for  the  bridges,  lest  they  should 
be  broken  and  stop  the  retreat,  so  I  hastened  along  as  best  I  could  and 
checked  the  si)eed  of  the  train,  which  Avas  fairly  flying.  I  finally  got 
to  the  head  of  the  train  at  Hawkinstown  and  advised-Major  Harman 
to  i)ark  beyond  Mount  Jackson.  Then  I  went  to  the  river,  beyond 
Mount  Jackson,  and  got  Captain  Hart,  of  the  Engineer  Company,  to 
put  out  guards  and  stop  the  fugitives,  a  duty  Avhich  he  and  Lieutenant 
Boyd  nobly  performed.  I  then  laid  doAvn  and  slept  tA\m  hours  and  fed 
my  horse.  I  got  there  about  1  a.  m.  A  fine  AAmriri  day.  We  lost  some 
eighteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  about  000  or  800  men. 

Friday^  September  23, — The  troops  marched  all  night.  The  enemy 
only  came  to  Tom’s  Brook.  We  got  to  Mount  Jackson  at  an  early 
hour.  All  the  Avagons  got  there  safely,  excei)t  a  tew  that  were  over- 
tunied.  They  Avere  this  morning  all  sent  across  the  river  to  Bude’s 
Hill.  We  sx)ent  the  day  in  line  of  battle,  Wharton  on  the  left  and 
Bamseur  on  the  right,  in  front  of  Mount  Jackson,  just  beyond  the  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  Gordon  and  Pegram  between  Mount  Jackson  and  the  river. 
The  enemy’s  cavalry  came  up  and  threw  a  feAv  shells,  but  no  advance 
Avas  made.  After  dark  aa'c  (‘ame  across  tljc  riAmr.  We  had  our  liead- 
(juarters  just  back  ot  Bude’s  Hill  and  all  SjAcnt  the  idght  near  tliere. 
Some  rain ;  cool. 
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Saturday,  September  24. — We  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  Eiide’s  Hill 
in  the  morning,  Wharton  on  the  left  and  liamseur  on  the  right,  in  front, 
and  Pegram  on  the  right  and  Gordon  on  the  left,  in  tlie  rear,  and 
remained  there  until  noon.  Tlie  enemy  came  on  and  threw  a  few  shells 
and  began  to  move  np  the  op^iosite  side  of  the  river  on  our  left  flank. 
We  then  fell  back  to  near  New  Market,  then  gradually,  in  line  of  bat¬ 
tle  and  by  the  flank,  skirmishing  and  using  artillery,  to  Tenth  Legion 
Church,  where  we  formed  a  line  and  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  until 
after  dark.  The  enemy  drove  our  cavalry  rapidly  on  the  Back  and 
Middle  roads.  Wickham  brought  his  cavalry  across  the  Massanutten 
to  New  Market  and  then  went  back  and  up  the  Luray  Yalley.  The 
enemy  followed  him  closely.  I  took  orders  to  Major  Harman  about  the 
wagons,  and  then  aided  in  getting  them  off  the  pike  and  onto  tlie  Kee- 
zletown  road.  After  dark  the  infantry  retired  to  Plook’s,  eight  miles 
from  Tenth  Legion,  on  the  Keezletown  road,  getting  there  about  mid¬ 
night,  Ramseur  in  front,  followed  by  Gordon,  Wharton,  and  Pegram. 
I  remained  and  posted  Jackson’s  cavalry  brigade.  Our  cavalry  was 
driven  in  great  confusion  nearly  to  Harrisonburg.  We  rested  at  the 
wagons  at  Flook’s  until  the  moon  rose.  A  fine  day.  Cool  in  p.  m.  and 
some  rain. 

Sunday,  September  25. — We  started  the  wagons  on  toward  Port 
Rei)ublic  at  1  a.  m.  At  daylight  the  army  came  on,  Pegram  in  rear,  by 
Peale’s  Cross-Roads,  Meyerhoeffer’s  Store,  &c.  Wharton  preceded 
Pegram.  I  came  to  Port  Republic  to  guide  the  head  of  the  train.  It 
went  on  to  Brown’s  Gap.  Harman  and  Allan  were  with  me.  I  rode  on 
to  Staunton  to  look  after  my  map  box.  Got  there  by  noon.  Found 
much  excitement.  They  were  evacuating  the  place.  I  dined  at  Major 
Harman’s.  Got  back  to  camp  by  10  p.  m.,  having  ridden  forty  miles 
to-day.  A  fine  warm  day.  The  enemy  did  not  follow.  Their  cavalry 
came  to  Harrisonburg.  We  got  our  whole  command  into  Brown’s  Gap, 
except  the  cavalry.  Left  them  north  of  the  South  River.  Headquar¬ 
ters  at  Mount  Yernon  Furnace. 

Monday,  September  26. — Kershaw’s  division  came  up  from  Swift  Run 
Gap.  Joined  us  about  noon.  The  Yankee  artillery  fired  a  few  shots 
at  it  as  it  turned  off*  at  Lewis’  to  come  to  Brown’s  Gap,  and  a  few  cav¬ 
alry  went  doAvn  the  river  to  attack  his  trains.  Kershaw  got  some  men 
and  artillery  in  position  and  gave  them  a  warm  reception.  The  Yankee 
cavalry  drove  ours  across  the  river  and  came  up  to  our  lines.  Pegram’s 
division  was  marched  out  on  the  Cave  road,  and  skirmished  some  with 
them  near  the  angle  of  the  road,  and  repulsed  several  charges  of  their 
cavalry,  using  artillery.  The  enemy  also  advanced  on  the  turnpike, 
and  Ramseur  drove  them  back  from  there.  Wharton  moved  out  in  rear 
of  Ramseur,  and  Gordon  in  rear  of  Pegram.  I  shoA^ed  Kershaw  the 
way  up,  and  carried  some  orders.  Oltmanns  copied  a  map  of  the 
Yalley.  A  fine,  warm  day.  Enemy  reported  up  South  River,  and 
Wickham  moved  to  near  Patterson’s,  on  South  River.  My  horse  was 
killed  by  a  bullet  in  the  Yankee  charge. 

Tuesday,  September  27. — Wickham  crossed  the  river  at  Patterson’s, 
and  Gordon  folloAved  him  with  artillery,  &c.  Ramseur  followed  Gor¬ 
don.  We  attacked  the  Yankee  cavalry  encamped  near  Weyer’s  Cave 
and  drove  them  away  from  between  Middle  and  South  Rivers,  and  also 
from  the  vicinity  of  Port  Republic,  giving  them  some  help  with  our 
artillery  as  they  went  toward  Harrisonburg.  Pegram  pushed  forward 
and  crossed  at  the  cave,  and  then  Avent  toAvard  Port  Republic.  Ker¬ 
shaw  held  the  front  of  BroAvn’s  Gap.  Wharton  folio Aved  Pegram.  We 
surprised  the  Yankees,  but  an  untimely  opening  of  artillery  advised 
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them  of  our  approach.  We  brought  our  camp  to  opposite  Weyer’s 
Cave.  The  army  (except  Kershaw,  who  remained  at  the  Furnace) 
encamped  between  the  rivers.  I  suggested  the  routes  of  the  army  and 
guided  movements.  Pleasant  day. 

Wednesday^  September  28. — We  started  at  an  early  hour  to  go  to 
Waynesborough,  but  a  report  of  an  attack  on  Pegram’s  pickets  turned 
us  back  for  a  time.  Then  we  had  to  wait  for  Kershaw’s  train  to  pass 
by.  Then  a  misunderstanding  of  orders  caused  delay  at  Mount  Merid¬ 
ian.  The  train  went  up  South  Kiver  and  crossed  at  Patterson’s  Ford, 
Kamseur  in  front.  Pegram,  followed  by  Wharton,  went  by  the  Waynes¬ 
borough  road  from  Mount  Meridian.  Five  miles  from  Waynesborough 
Wharton  took  4he  Eiver  road  and  Pegram  kept  on  to  Dogtown.  I 
guided  Kershaw  by  Mount  Meridian  to  Kew  Hope.  A  mile  beyond 
Kew  Hope  we  took  the  Waynesborough  road.  We  encountered  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  pickets  near  the  Hermitage,  five  miles  from  Waynes¬ 
borough,  and  drove  them  rapidly  forward.  Pegram  drove  them  to 
Dogtown  by  dark,  and  attacked  them  there  just  after  Wickham  drove 
them  through  Waynesborough  from  toward  Eockfish  Gap,,  whither  he 
had  gone  by  the  south  bank  of  South  Eiver.  Pegram  had  driven  the 
Yanks  three  miles  and  a  half.  He  gallantly  attacked  them  after  dark 
and  drove  them  toward  Fisher sville  and  encamped  where  they  had 
had  their  camp  on  the  Staunton  road.  Gordon  followed  Kershaw.  All 
encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Waynesborough  at  a  late  hour.  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Gallagher’s.  A  fine  day.  Some  rain  in  p.  m. 

Thursday^  September  29. — We  moved  our  camp  to  the  southwest  of 
Waynesborough  and  spent  the  day  cleaning  up.  I  rode  around  the 
lines  with  the  general  in  the  a.  m.  The  enemy  went  toward  Mossy 
Creek  at  a  rapid  rate.  They  made  the  night  light  with  burning  barns, 
hay  stacks,  &c.,  during  the  day  and  night.  Fwent  to  the  tunnel  in 
the  morning  to  see  if  any  damage  had  been  done  there  j  also  examined 
the  track  of  the  railroad  and  got  the  pioneers  and  engineer  troops  at 
work  on  the  bridge  across  South  Eiver,  which  the  enemy  had  burned. 
Showery  day.  Eained  hard  at  night.  Quite  warm. 

Friday.^  September  30. — We  spent  the  day  at  Waynesborough.  It 
rained  and  misted  in  the  morning,  but  got  quite  pleasant  in  the  p.  m. 
The  Yankees  went  to  Bridgewater  yesterday.  Our  cavalry  went  up  to 
Staunton  and  put  pickets  out  to  Middle  Eiver.  A  great  deal  of  burn¬ 
ing  going  on  to-night  toward  Eockingham — mills,  barns,  &c. 

Saturday^  October  1. — We  moved  to  near  Mount  Sidney.  I  guided 
Gordon,  Kershaw,  and  Pegram  by  the  road  from  Waynesborough  to 
the  Willow  Pump  and  took  them  three  miles  beyond  Mount  Sidney  on 
the  Valley  turnpike.  Eamseur  and  Wharton  went  by  the  Mount 
Meridian  road,  then  to  Kew  Hope,  and  thence  to  Mount  Sidney.  Three 
miles  from  Mount  Sidney,  near  the  river,  they  encamped.  Our  cavalry 
pickets  were  moved  to  Pleasant  Grove  Church  and  some  cavalry  went 
to  Centerville.  It  misted  and  rained  all  day  quite  hard,  and  was  cold 
and  unpleasant.  Hard  marching.  I  stopped  at  Mr.  Guy’s  a  few 
moments.  Headquarters  at  the  angle  of  the  Valley  pike  and  Keezle- 
town  road. 

Sunday^  October  2. — We  spent  the  day  in  camp.  The  enemy  pushed 
up  on  the  pike  and  drove  in  our  jnckets.  The  ‘^Stonewall”  Brigade 
marched  out  and  drove  the  enemy  across  the  river  at  Mount  Crawford. 
Had  some  skirmishing  and  some  artillery  firing.  We  got  2,000  bushels 
of  wheat  from  Grattan’s  mill.  The  cavalry  had  some  fighting  at  Bridge- 
water.  Sent  Eobinson  to  my  house  and  let  William  go  home.  1  went 
and  heard  Mr.  Bowman  preach.  A  fine,  warm  day. 
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Monday^  October  3. — Speut  the  day  in  camp.  Army  quiet,  save  some 
skirmishing  with  Yankee  cavalry  along  North  Eiver.  It  misted  and 
rained  during  tlie  day  and  rained  hard  at  night.  General  Eosser  came 
yesterday,  and  to-day  reconnoitered  the  front.  The  enemy  holds  the 
line  of  North  Eiver.  Sent  map  of  Southeastern  Virginia  to  General 
E.  E.  Lee. 

Tuesday^  October  4, — Spent  the  day  in  camp.  Oltmanns  went  to 
Staunton.  Eobinson  copied  map  of  Valley.  It  cleared  off  and  was  a 
fine  day.  All  quiet.  EosseEs  cavalry  encamped  near  Staunton ;  came 
from  Lynchburg  and  Eichmond.  The  enemy  burned  barns,  &c.,  at 
night. 

Wednesday^  October  5. — Spent  the  day  in  camp  drawing — Eobinson 
reducing  Pennsylvania  maps,  Oltmanns  copying  Valley  map.  Gordon 
moved  camp  to  vicinity  of  Naked  Creek.  Eosser  moved  to  Landes’ 
Mill,  on  road  from  Stone  Church  to  Mossy  Creek.  Cars  ran  to  Smith’s 
to  day,  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Staunton.  We  have  rebuilt  the 
bridges  over  South  Eiver  and  Christian’s  Creek.  About  two  miles  of 
track  are  to  be  relaid.  Enemy  still  near  Harrisonburg.  The  general 
rode  along  the  lines  to-day.  Fine  day.  Lieutenant  Boyd  dined  with  us. 

Thursday^  October  (j. — The  enemy  left  Harrisonburg  last  night.  We 
followed  early  this  morning  [with]  our  cavalry.  The  infantry  started  at 
II  a.  m.  Gordon,  in  front,  went  a  mile  beyond  Harrisonburg.  Kershaw, 
Pegram,  Wharton,  the  artillery,  andEamseur  followed.  All  encamped 
near  Harrisonburg,  all  around  it.  Our  headquarters  about  two  miles 
southwest.  Lomax  went  to  Peale’s  Cross-Eoads,  Eosser  to  near  Tim- 
berville.  The  enemy  did  a  vast  amount  of  damage  in  Eockingham.  A 
good  many  Hunkers  left  the  county  and  went  with  the  Yankees.  They 
burned  some  of  the  houses  they  deserted.  Eosser  fell  ou  Averell’s 
(Custer’s)  cavalry  at  Brock’s  Gap  and  routed  it.  A  very  fine  day.  I 
directed  the  repair  of  the  telegraph  line  and  put  Chichester  in  charge 
of  the  party.  Got  it  to  Mount  Crawford  to-day.  Cool  in  evening.  It 
rained  some. 

Friday^  October  7. — We  moved  on  as  far  as  New  Market.  Got  there 
at  an  early  hour.  The  troops  came  ou  in  good  time,  Pegram  in  advance. 
He  encamped  near  the  river  on  the  Timberville  road  and  Wharton 
•  near  him.  Kershaw  and  the  artillery  on  the  Luray  road,  Gordon  and 
Eamseur  on  the  Forestville  road.  Headquarters  near  town.  Dined  at 
Doctor  Strayer’s.  Our  cavalry  went  to  Stony  Creek,  driving  the 
enemy’s  with  loss.  Quite  cool. 

tSatiirday^  October  8. — We  remained  in  camp.  It  hailed  and  snowed 
some  and  was  quite  windy  and  cold.  Eosser  on  the  Back  road  drove 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  to  near  Bound  Hill,  encamping  at  Toni’s  Brook, 
and  Lomax  did  the  same  on  the  pike.  Worked  some,  but  it  was  too 
cold  to  do  much. 

Sunday^  October  9. — We  spent  the  day  in  camp  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when 
a  stampede  of  the  cavalry  came  rushing  back  as  far  as  New  Market,  and 
Eamseur  and  Kershaw  were  marched  to  Eude’s  Hill  to  meet  any  further 
advance  of  the  enemy,  but  they  only  came  to  Mount  Jackson.  The 
Yanks  moved  on  Eosser  on  the  Back  road,  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  drove 
him  back,  capturing  5  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  wagons;  Then  turned 
on  Lomax,  on  the  pike,  and  drove  him  to  Mount  Jackson,  and  took  3 
pieces  of  artillery.  Eosser  rallied  and  drove  the  enemy  back  and 
established  his  pickets  at  Stony  Creek.  Lomax  fought  stubbornly  at 
Woodstock.  We  came  back  to  camp  late  in  the  evening.  It  was  very 
chilly  all  day,  Mr.  Landstreet  preached  in  the  a.  m. 
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Monday^  October  i/9.— We  spent  the  day  in  camp.  I  started  parties 
to  fix  the  telegraph  from  Harrisonburg  to  New  Alarket.  Had  Eobin- 
son  copy  Yankee  map  of  battle  of  Winchester  and  reducing  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  maps.  Oltmanns  copying  map  of  Georgia,  Very  heavy  frost. 
Pretty  day.  Cavalry  on  Stony  Creek.  Church  at  night. 

Tuesday^  October  11. — Troops  remained  in  camp.  A  lovely  day.  1 
looked  after  telegraph.  Had  two  parties  at  work — Gordon’s  and  Eam- 
seur’s  pioneers.  Took  Kershaw’s  pioneers  late  in  the  day  and  went 
and  bnilt  a  bridge  over  river  at  Mount  Jackson  for  infantry.  Lomax’s 
division  went  to  Page  Valley  late  in  the  p.  m.  *  *  * 

Wednesday,  October  12. — We  marched  at  sunrise,  Eamseur  in  front, 
followed  by  Gordon,  Kershaw,  and  Pegram.  Eamseur  encamped  south¬ 
west  of  Narrow  Passage,  and  Gordon  and  Kershaw  between  there  and 

Woodstock,  and  Wharton - .  Headquarters  two  miles  southwest 

of  Woodstock.  The  cavalry  on  the  Back  road  came  from  Timberville 
to  Columbia  Furnace.  Lomax’s  old  brigade  preceded  us  and  went 
beyond  Woodstock  to  Pugh’s  Eun.  Cool.  Some  rain  in  p.  m.  and  at 
night. 

Thursday,  October  13. — Moved  on  at  6  a.  m.,  Gordon  in  advance. 
Got  to  Hupp’s  Hill  by  10  a.  m.  and  moved  Gordon’s  division  into  the  woods 
on  the  left  of  the  pike,  concealed  from  the  enemy,  and  got  the  other 
divisions  in  line  under  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Only  showed  a  few  cavalry 
and  some  artillery.  The  enemy  was  encamped  north  of  Cedar  Creek. 
We  opened  the  artillery  on  one  of  their  camps  and  made  them  run  off 
and  leave  it.  We  opened  first  on  a  brigade  on  i)icket  near  Hite’s  house 
and  scattered  them.  The  flight  from  the  camp  was  a  perfect  stampede. 
Then  a  column  of  Yankees  came  down  from  Hite’s  house  to  the  bridge 
across  the  bottom.  We  played  on  them  and  scattered  them  some. 
They  crossed  the  bridge  and  formed  at  right  angles  to  the  pike  and 
advanced.  Conner’s  brigade,  of  Kershaw’s  division,  was  advanced  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  to  meet  them.  They  moved  forward  in  fine  style 
and  driving  the  enemy  back,  the  artillery  playing  on  the  enemy  at  the 
same  time.  We  also  suffered  some  from  the  Yankee  artillery.  Gor¬ 
don’s  and  Wharton’s  skirmishers  also  advanced  on  the  left,  and  we 
drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  across  the  creek,  advancing  to  Stickley’s 
house,  where  we  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their  batteries.  Wharton 
was  formed  on  Gordon’s  left.  Eamseur  came  up  in  rear  of  Kershaw. 
Eosser  advanced  to  Cedar  Creek  on  the  Back  road.  Lomax’s  old  bri¬ 
gade,  Payne  commanding,  was  our  advance  on  the  pike.  Lomax’s 
division  came  down  Luray  Valley.  The  day  was  windy  and  quite  cool. 
We  moved  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill  late  in  the  p.  m.  Headquarters  at 
Funkhouser’s.  General  Conner  was  badly  wounded.  We  took  05 
prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  good  many.  Our  loss,  22  killed 
and  100  wounded. 

Friday,  October  Id. — We  spent  the  day  on  Fisher’s  Hill.  Enemy’s 
cavalry  came  this  side  of  Strasburg,  and  we  sent  out  Gordon’s  and 
Wharton’s  skirmishers  and  drove  them  back  to  Hupp’s  Hill.  No  loss. 
Wliarton  was  put  on  the  right  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  then  Kershaw,  Gordon, 
Pegram,  and  Eamseur  to  the  left,  and  Eosser  on  the  Back  road.  Lomax 
came  to  near  Front  Eoyal  yesterday  and  drove  the  enemy’s  pickets  to 
Guard  Hill.  The  force  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  destroying  at  Front 
Eoyal  Avent  toward  Winchester.  A  pleasant  day. 

Saturday,  October  15. — We  spent  the  day  at  Fisher’s  Hill.  Home  of 
our  skirmishers  went  to  Hu])p’s  Hill.  Enemy  on  jiorth  bank  of  Cedar 
Creek  fortifying.  We  rode  along  tlie  lines  some..  Windy  and  imol. 

t3unday,  October  Id. — All  (piiet.  Yanks  fortifying.  We  Avent  on 
Eoiind  Hill  in  the  morning  and  looked  at  them.  Then  Colonel  Ailanj 
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General  Pegram,  and  myself  rode  down  tlie  Back  road  to  Lebanon 
Chiircb,  then  back  by  the  Middle  road.  A  few  Yanks  had  been  there 
and  left.  Pleasant.  Made  and  sent  Kosser  a  map  of  country. 

Monday^  October  17. — The  troops  were  marched  out  a  mile  or  so  in 
front  of  Tumbling  Enn  in  the  a.  m.,  as  Eosser’s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
with  Grimes’  brigade  of  infantry  behind  it,  went  yesterday  to  surprise 
a  Yankee  camp  near  Petticoat  Gap,  and  w^as  to  come  back  this  a.  m. 
The  Yankee  camx)  had  moved,  but  they  captured  a  picket  of  50  men. 
He  went  by  Snarr’s  Store  and  back  of  Yorth  Mountain.  Eamseur  held 
the  left  of  the  line  on  the  Back  road,  Pegrain  advanced  on  the  Mid¬ 
dle  road,  Kershaw  to  the  right  of  the  Middle  road,  Gordon  on  the 
ridge  west  of  the  pike,  and  Wharton  held  the  right.  General  Pegrain 
reconnoitered  some  in  his  front  toward  Cedar  Creek  in  the  p.  m.,  and 
General  Gordon,  General  Evans,  and  myself,  by  direction  of  General 
Early,  went  to  the  end  of  Three  Top  Mountain  and  examined  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy  around  Belle  Grove  with  reference  to  an  attack.  I 
made  a  map  of  the  position,  and  General  Gordon  and  myself  fixed 
upon  a  plan  of  attack  to  suggest  to  General  Early,  which  we  discussed 
fully  as  we  came  back.  General  Gordon  was  to  propose  it  to  General 
Early.  AVe  had  an  arduous  journey,  and  it  was  after  dark  when  we 
got  back.  I  supped  with  General  Gordon.  Eeported  the  state  of 
things  to  General  Early  when  I  got  back.  A  fine  day. 

Tuesday,  October  18. — General  Pegram  came  up  to  report  to  General 
Early,  urging  a  movement  by  the  line  he  had  examined.  I  told  him 
General  Gordon  had  a  plan  to  propose,  and  stated  the  substance 
of  it  to  General  Early  and  showed  him  the  map,  as  I  did  not  wish 
his  judgment  to  be  forestalled  by  General  Pegram.  Soon  all  the 
division  commanders,  Generals  Gordon,  Pegram,  Eamseur,  Wharton, 
Eosser,  and  Kershaw,  and  Colonel  Carter,  of  the  artillery,  and  Payne, 
of  the  cavalry,  came,  and  there  was  a  conference  at  headquarters  at 
Pound  Hill.  General  Early  decided  to  go  by  the  route  recommended 
by  General  Gordon  and  myself,  and  decided  on  a  plan  of  attack  to 
which  all  agreed.  General  Gordon,  in  command  of  the  Second  Corps 
(Gordon’s,  Eamseur’s,  and  Pegram’s  divisions),  was  to  cross  the  river 
at  Pisher’s  Hill  and  go  round  the  end  of  the  mountain  and  cross 
again  at  Bowman’s  Ford,  turn  the  enemy’s  left  and  jiress  on  to  the 
pike  to  his  rear.  Kershaw  was  to  go  through  Strasburg,  go  to  Bow- 
inan’s  Mill  near  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  cross  and  advance 
over  the  front  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  breast-works.  Wharton,  followed 
by  the  artillery,  was  to  go  along  the  turnpike  to  Hupp’s  Hill  and  cross 
after  the  others  and  press  up  the  pike.  Eosser  was  to  cross  Cedar 
Creek  at  Mohamy’s  Mill  and  engage  the  Yankee  cavalry.  Payne  was 
to  precede  Gordon  and  try  to  capture  Sheridan  at  Belle  Grove.  This 
plan  having  been  decided  on.  Generals  Gordon,  Eamseur,  and  myself 
went  to  examine  the  route  around  the  mountain,  going  almost  to  Water 
Lick.  General  Pegram  went  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  We  selected 
a  route;  got  back  late  in  the  p.  m.,  when  I  took  the  pioneers  of  Eodes’ 
division  and  went  over  the  route  and  made  bridges  and  cut  out  trees, 
&c.  Got  back  after  dark,  expecting  to  meet  the  column,  but  found  the 
generals  waiting  for  General  Pegram,  who  had  gone  to  General  Early 
to  report  some  new  works  that  he  thought  he  had  discovered  from  the 
mountain  on  the  enemy’s  left,  and  he  rather  opposed  the  movement, 
but  General  Early  held  firm;  said  he  saw  no  occasion  to  change  his 
plans,  and  General  Gordon  started  at  8  p.  m.  We  slept  until  midnight, 
then  started  along  the  turnpike,  Kershaw  and  Wharton  having  gone 
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before.  The  general  found  some  stragglers  who  had  been  after  whisky, 
and  stopped  and  poured  it  out  as  we  passed.  A  fine  day.  Cool  at 
night. 

Wednesday^  October  19. — We  went  through  Strasburg  and  took  Ker¬ 
shaw  to  his  position  on  the  top  of  the  hill  above  Bowman’s  Mill.  He 
was  there  by  5  a.  m.  Wharton  was  also  in  position  on  Hupp’s  Hill. 
The  hour  fixed  for  Eosser,  then  Gordon,  and  then  Kershaw  to  attack. 
Page  and  myself  examined  the  route  ahead,  and  I  urged  the  moving  of 
Kershaw  nearer.  A  light  mist  hung  over  the  creek  and  river.  Soon 
we  heard  Eosser  driving  in  the  pickets  on  the  left,  then  Gordon  on  the 
right,  then  Kershaw  advanced  across  Cedar  Creek  in  gallant  style, 
and  in  almost-a  moment  he  was  going  up  the  hill  and  over  the  breast¬ 
works.  A  few  flashes  of  musketry,  a  few  shots  of  artillery,  and  he  had 
the  works,  guns  and  all,  surprising  the  enemy,  though  they  had 
sounded  the  reveille  in  many  parts  of  their  camps  before  we  attacked. 
Then,  in  conjunction  with  Gordon,  Kershaw  swept  over  the  Eighth  and 
Nineteenth  Corps,  and  drove  them  in  wild  confusion  across  Meadow 
Eun,upon  the  Sixth  Corps  and  through  Middletown,  Colonel  Payne  at 
the  same  time  charging  their  train,  &c.,  along  the  pike  and  helping  the 
confusion  and  capturing  wagons,  &c.  Wharton  and  the  artillery  came 
up  and  helped  across  Cedar  Creek.  Our  troops  then  formed  and  drove 
them  from  their  camps  northwest  of  Meadow  Eun  to  the  ridge  in  front 
of  Middletown,  where  the  Sixth  Corps  made  a  stand  and  drove  Whar¬ 
ton  and  Pegram  back.  Then  we  had  the  artillery  brought  up  to  near 
Middletown  and  massed  it  on  them  and  drove  them  from  the  ridge. 
The  fog  concealed  the  enemy  some  time.  The  vigorous  use  of  the 
artillery  and  advance  of  the  infantry  drove  the  enemy  beyond  Middle- 
town,  and  by  10  a.  m.  we  had  formed  a  new  line,  extending  through 
Middletown  at  right  angles  to  the  pike  and  along  the  Cedarville  road 
on  the  right  and  the  Furnace  road  on  the  left.  Gordon  was  on  the 
left,  near  Stickley’s;  then  Kershaw  came  across  the  ridge;  then  Eani- 
seur  down  the  slope  to  Meadow  Eun;  Pegram  from  that  up  to  the 
turnpike;  Wharton  to  right  with  Wofford’s  brigade,  of  Kershaw’s 
division,  on  his  right  at  the  angle  of  the  Cedarville  and  Buckton 
roads;  then  Payne’s  cavalry  extending  to  the  woods..  Eosser 
had  driven  the  enemy  by  the  Grove  road  and  was  to  the  left  and 
in  advance.  We  lay  there  some  time,  using  some  artillery  on 
the  right  and  left  and  advancing  our  skirmishers  a  little,  but  making 
no  decided  move.  We  skirmished  with  tlie  cavalry  on  the  right  and 
they  charged  our  lines  several  times,  but  were  repulsed.  Thus  we  lay 
until  4  X).  m.,  making  a  few  efforts  to  get  oft‘  the  immense  caxmires  we 
had  made  of  artillery  and  everything  else.  We  had  some  twenty-three 
guns.  The  enemy  having  had  time  to  rally,  had  collected  in  rear  of 
the  large  body  of  woods  in  our  front  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  and 
advanced  at  4.30  xi.  m.,  obliquely  to  the  left,  and  struck  our  left,  or  rather 
between  the  two  brigades  on  the  left,  where  the  line  was  weak,  and  it 
gave  way  with  little  resistance,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  rest  of  the 
line  toward  the  left,  and  soon  everything  was  in  full  retreat  toward 
Cedar  Creek.  The  artillery  nobly  fell  back  fighting  and  kex>t  the  enemy 
ill  check,  and  everything  was  getting  off  well,  when  Eosser,  having 
fallen  back,  the  Yankee  cavalry  crossed  by  Hite’s  old  mill  and  came  nx) 
to  fStickley’s  and  fell  on  our  train  and  artillery  just  after  dark,  on 
Hux)X)’s  Hill,  and  dashed  along,  killing  horses  and  turning  over  ambu¬ 
lances,  caissons,  &c.,  stamx)eding  the  drivers,  thus  getting  43  jiieces  of 
artillery,  many  wagons,  &c.,  as  there  was  nothing  to  defend  them  and 
we  had  no  organized  force  to  go  after  them.  Only  a  few  Yankee  cav- 
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airy  did  it  all.  They  came  as  far  as  Spangler’s  Mill,  and  there  tore  up 
a  bridge  which  had  been  broken  and  impeded  our  train,  but  had  been 
repaired  and  we  were  passing  over  it.  The  general  and  staff  got  to 
Fisher’s  Hill  and  tried  to  rally  the  men.  We  succeeded  in  getting  many 
of  them  into  camp,  but  could  get  none  to  go  back  and  recapture  the 
wagons,  &c.,  at  Strasburg.  Colonel  Brown  got  eight  or  ten  to  go  on 
guard  at  the  stone  bridge.  We  got  1,300  prisoners  off  safely.  The 
general  was  very  much  prostrated  when  he  learned  the  extent  of  our 
disaster  and  started  the  wagons  for  the  rear,  and  sent  for  Bosser  to 
come  and  cover  the  retreat.  He  sent  me  to  Edenburg  to  stop  the  strag¬ 
glers.  Thus  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  victories  of  the  war  turned 
into  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  defeats,  and  all  owing  to  the  delay  in 
pressing  the  enemy  after  we  got  to  Middletown;  as  General  Early  said. 
The  Yankees  got  whipped  and  we  got  scared.”  I  got  to  Edenburg 
and  put  the  engineer  troops  on  guard  at  the  bridge  to  stop  fugitives. 
A  very  fine  day.  Cool  at  night.  I  spent  the  day  with  the  general; 
carried  orders,  &c.  We  had  many  narrow  escapes.  We  were  fre¬ 
quently  fired  at  and  much  exposed.  Colonel  Godwin  was  wounded  in 
the  neck.  General  Ramseur  was  killed.  Payne  had  326  men  and  took 
399  prisoners  (Payne). 

Thursday^  October  20. — Our  wagons  came  to  New  Market,  and,  start¬ 
ing  at  daylight,  the  infantry  came  there  also,  most  of  the  men  having 
sorted  themselves  and  order  been  somewhat  restored.  All  took  their 
former  camps.  Captain  Shorter,  engineer  officer,  came  up  to-day.  It 
was  quite  windy  and  cool.  The  Yankee  cavalry  followed  ours  slowly 
to  Edenburg. 

Friday^  October  21. — Spent  the  day  in  camp.  Made  a  sketch  of  the 
battle  for  General  Early  to  send  to  General  Lee.  Oltmanns  copying 
map  of  Georgia.  Fine  day,  but  cool.  Enemy  at  Strasburg  and  Cedar 
Creek. 

^Saturday,  October  22. — I  started  on  the  stage  for  Richmond  at  7  a. 
m.  to  bear  dispatches  to  General  Lee.  Got  to  Staunton  after  dark. 
Spent  the  night  at  M.  G.  Harman’s.  Had  quite  a  long  chat  with  An¬ 
drew  Hunter.  Quite  cool. 

Sunday^  October  23. — Went  to  Richmond  on  the  cars.  Many  of  the 
reserves  were  going  down  and  I  met  some  coming  to  the  Valley  Dis¬ 
trict.  A  fine  d^ay,  but  cool.  I  went  to  General  Lawton’s  to  get  a  horse 
to  go  to  General  Lee’s  at  Chaffin’s.  Took  tea  with  General  Lawton 
and  had  a  long  chat.  Got  a  horse  and  went  to  General  Lee’s,  six 
miles.  Got  there  at  11  p.  m.  Saw  General  Lee  and  we  had  a  long 
talk  about  matters  in  the  Valley,  commanding  generals,  &c.  I  spent 
the  night  there.  General  Early  told  me  not  to  tell  General  Lee  that  we 
ought  to  have  advanced  in  the  morning  at  Middletown,  for,  said  he,  we 
ought  to  have  done  so. 

Monday.,  October  24. — I  went  down  to  see  General  Ewell  at  the  Chaf¬ 
fin  house;  found  him  in  a  fine  humor.  We  rode  out  along  the  line  of 
works  and  to  Fort  Gilmer.  Saw  Fort  Harrison  an(f  the  Yankee  lines. 
Came  back  and  conversed  awhile  with  General  Lee,  then  went  up  to 
Richmond.  Transacted  some  business  at  the  Engineer  Bureau.  Went 
to  the  Spotswood  and  found  my  old  friend  Colonel  Heck  there.  Called 
on  Col.  Nat.  Tyler  in  the  evening  and  went  home  with  him  and  spent  a 
plea-sant  hour  or  so.  A  fine  day. 

Tuesday^  October  25. — Went  to  Staunton  on  the  cars  and  then  gut  a 
horse  and  rode  home.  Got  there  at  midnight  and  spent  a  few  delight¬ 
ful  hours  with  my  family.  *  *  *  Fine  bracing  day.  All  quiet  at 

the  army. 
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Wednesday,  Octoher  26. — Started  for  Staunton  at  5  a.  m.,  then  went 
on  to  i^ew  Market  on  the  stage.  Found  all  quiet,  save  that  the  cavalry 
of  Sheridan  had  been  fighting  Lomax  at  Milford,  and  he  had  repulsed 
all  their  attacks.  Cool  day.  Some  rain  at  night.  Rosser’s  brigade 
went  to  Luray  in  the  night. 

Thursday,  Octoher  27. — Spent  day  in  camp  writing,  correcting  maps, 
&c.  Pleasant.  All  quiet.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  reported  to  have  left 
our  front.  It  began  to  rain  about  dark  and  rained  most  of  the  night. 

Friday,  Octoher  28. — Spent  day  in  camx)  making  sketch  of  the  battle 
of  Rutherford’s  farm.  All  quiet.  Cool.  Papers  abusing  General  Early 
roundly. 

Saturday,  Octoher  29. — Making  map  of  battle  of  Castleman’s  Ferry. 
Robinson  copying  Yalley  map  and  Oltmauns  mai)  of  Georgia.  Fine 
October  day.  Generals  in  consultation.  A  contention  between  Gen¬ 
erals  Gordon  and  Early  about  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  &c. 

Sunday,  Octoher  30. — Went  to  church.  Warm.  Quiet. 

Monday,  Octoher  31. — I  rode  to  the  division  headquarters  to  get  infor¬ 
mation  for  battle  maps.  Robinson  copying  Valley  map  and  Oltmanns 
battle  of  Chattanooga.  Sent  to  Engineer  Bureau  a  map  of  Georgia. 
Cool  day.  Let  William  go  home. 

Tuesday,  Kovenihcr  1. — Made  map  of  battle  of  Berryville  and  position 
of  "army  next  day.  We  worked  in  a  shop.  All  quiet.  Quite  cool. 
Robinson  finished  a  coiiy  of  Yalley  map  (sheet  ^o.  1),  and  began  map  of 
Southeastern  Virginia  for  Engineer  Bureau.  Oltmanns  copying  battle 
of  Chattanooga.  General  Early  came  to  cam^)  in  the  evening  and 
chatted  until  quite  late  with  Doctor  McGuire  and  myself;  an  interesting 
dish  of  discourse.  Forrer  called. 

Wednesday,  Novemher  2. — Employed  as  yesterday.  It  rained  nearly 
all  day.  Quite  cool  and  unpleasant.  Fixed  stove  in  my  tent. 

Thursday,  JTovemher  3. — Engaged  as  yesterday,  except  I  began  a  map 
of  the  battle  of  Belle  Grove.  It  rained  and  misted  all  day. 

Friday,  Wovemher  4. — Engaged  as  yesterday,  at  Belle  Grove,  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  and  Southeastern  Virginia.  Some  rain.  Quite  cool. 

Saturday,  Novemher  5. — Ditto  as  to  work.  Windy  and  cool.  Froze 
quite  hard.  Army  filling  ui)  rapidly.  Much  in  want  of  small-arms. 

Sunday,  JToveynher  6. —  *  *  *  Fine  day.  Bracing  air. 

Monday,  Novemher  7. — Engaged  as  before.  It  misted  and  rained 
most  of  the  day.  Captain  Shorter  came  over  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  Novemher  8. — At  same  work.  Oltmanns  finished  map  of 
Chattanooga  and  began  map  of  Virginia;  fifteen  miles  to  one  inch. 
Fine  day;  showery. 

Wednesday,  Novemher  9. — In  the  p.  m.  got  orders  from  General  Earlj^ 
to  have  the  foot  bridge  over  river  at  Mount  Jackson  repaired;  so 
went  and  had  Captain  Hart  go  and  see  to  it  late  in  the  p.  in.  March¬ 
ing  orders  were  issued  at  quite  a  late  hour.  It  rained  some;  turned 
quite  warm. 

Thursday,  November  10. — We  marched  down  the  Valley  at  sunrise, 
Kershaw  in  front,  followed  by  Pegram,  Grimes  (who  commands  Rodes’ 
division  since  Ramseur’s  deatli),  Gordon,  and  Wharton.  The  artillery 
followed  Kershaw.  Two  divisions  encqmped  beyond  Woodstock;  the 
others  this  side.  Headcpiarters  on.  the  Burner’s  Springs  road,  a  mile 
from  Woodstock.  Marched  twenty- two  miles.  The  troojis  marched 
well.  Rosser  went  to  Fairview;  Lomax  to  Front  Royal.  Fine  day; 
mild  in  a.  m.,  but  chilly  wind  late  in  p.  m. 

Friday ,  Novemher  11. — Marched  atfi  a.  m.,  Pegram  in  front,  Kershaw 
in  rear;  rest  as  before ;  artillery  third  in  order.  Found  enemy’s  xnckets 
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at  Middletown;  drove  them  to  Newtown.  Payne’s  brigade  in  our 
advance.  We  formed  a  line  near  Olirisman’s  Spring;  found  tlie  enemy 
intrencbed  at  Newtown.  Headquarters  near  Vancluse.  Kosser  on 
the  Middle  road  northwest  of  NewtoAvn,  on  our  left;  Lomax  on  our 
right,  from  Oedarville  to  near  Newtown.  Pegram  is  on  the  right,  near 
the  road  to  the  factory;  then  Gordon  to  the  pike;  then  Grimes  to  top 
of  Jones’  Hill;  then  Wharton  and  Kershaw  to  the  left.  I  sketched 
the  left  of  the  Yankee  position  at  battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  Kosser  and 
Lomax  were  at  headquarters  at  night.  Enemy’s  infantry  camps  near 
Kernstown  and  Bartonsville.  Had  details  of  ten  from  each  division 
made  for  an  army  pioneer  party,  and  put  Lieutenant  Flood  in  charge 
of  it.  A  bracing  day;  clear  and  cool. 

Saturday^  November  12. — We  were  roused  up  at  an  early  hour;  took 
breakfast,  and  prepared  for  a  fight.  The  army  was,  part  of  it,  in  line  of 
battle  last  night,  and  held  the  same  position  to-day.  We  formed  in 
rear  of  the  stream  that  runs  from  Chrisman’s  Spring  on  the  right  of  the 
pike,  then  across  Jones’  Hill  on  the  left.  Kershaw,  Wharton,  and 
Grimes  on  the  left,  and  Gordon  and  Pegram  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
We  had  some  skirmishing,  but  no  general  engagement.  On  the  Back 
road  Ouster  drove  back  a  portion  of  Eosser’s  brigade  as  far  as  Cedar 
Creek.  He  brought  up  his  other  brigade  and  Payne  went  to  him,  and 
they  routed  the  Yankees  in  turn  and  scattered  them  far  and  wide, 
saber  in  hand.  We  remained  in  line  until  about  dark,  then  fell  back 
to  Fisher’s  Hill,  getting  to  camp  at  a  very  late  hour.  The  day  was  raw 
and  cold.  Late  in  the  p.  m.  the  Yankee  cavalry  fell  on  McCausland’s 
brigade  at  Cedarville.  He  repulsed  two  attacks,  and  then  thinking 
they  were  gone  he  halted  to  feed,  but  they  came  on  and  caught  him 
unprepared  and  drove  him  across  the  river  and  through  Front  Eoyal, 
capturing  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  finished  sketching  the  battle-field 
of  Cedar  Creek;  found  it  quite  cold  and  raw.  Oltmanns  went  with 
me.  Camp  at  Eound  Hill. 

Sunday.,  November  13. — We  moved  back  at  daylight  up  the  Yalley, 
Grimes,  G  ordon,  Wharton,  Kershaw,  and  Pegram.  The  army  encamped 
on  Pence’s  Hill,  on  the  south  bank  of  Stony  Creek,  the  artillery  going 
to  near  Hawkinstown.  The  cavalry  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Edenburg. 
Headquarters  went  on  to  New  Market.  Intensely  cold,  windy  and  snow 
flying.  The  mountains  and  hills  white. 

Monday j  November  14. — We  spent  the  day  resting,  fixing  up  camp, 
&c.  Col.  William  Proctor  Smith  came  up  day  before  yesterday  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  Yalley  District.  It  was  milder  to-day, 
but  still  raw  and  cold.  The  army  came  on  up,  Gordon,  Wharton,  Ker¬ 
shaw,  Grimes,  and  Pegram,  the  artillery  in  front.  Captain  Hart  with 
his  company  and  Lieutenant  Flood  and  the  ])ioneers  were  ordered  to 
encamp  near  headquarters  and  report  to  the  chief  engineer. 

Tuesday,  November  15. — Moved  into  a  house  and  began  new  map  of 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek;  Eobinson,  at  Southeast  Yirginia,  and  Olt¬ 
manns,  at  Eastern  Yirginia,  for  Engineer  Bureau.  Kershaw  started 
up  the  Yalley  for  Eichmond.  It  was  quite  cold  and  rained  some. 
Wrote  memoranda  of  Army  of  Yalley  District  for  Colonel  Boteler  or 
Hon.  Mr.  Goode. 

Wednesday^  November  16. —  #  *  *  it  ^  flne  day.  In  the  p. 

m.  Colonels  Smith  and  Allan  and  myself  rode  to  the  top  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  on  the  Luray  road.  *  *  ^  Sent  off  document  to  Colonel  Bote¬ 

ler,  showing  that  to  this  date  we  had  marched,  since  the  ojiening  of  the 
campaign,  1,670  miles,  and  had  seventy- five  battles  and  skirmishes. 
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Thursday,  Novemher  17. — Worked  at  battle  of  Cedar  Creek;  Eobin- 
sou  finished  Southeast  Virginia  and  worked  on  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
Oltmanns  at  small  Virginia.  Misty  and  rainy.  Pegram  moved  up  to 
Big  Spring.  Hinrichs  called  to  see  us. 

Friday,  November  18. — Spent  day  as  yesterday.  It  rained  and  misted 
all  day. 

Saturday,  November  19. — Drawing  map  of  battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 
Oltmanns  copying  map  of  Eastern  Virginia.  Eobinson  reducing  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Pa.  It  snowed  in  the  morning  and  rained  and  misted  until 
about  noon. 

Sunday,  November  20. —  *  #  *  The  day  was  chilly  and  misty. 
Captain  Pagexame  back  from  Eichinond. 

Monday,  Nov  ember  21. — All  engaged  as  before.  It  rained  and  misted 
all  day.  Got  orders  at  dark  to  go  to-morrow  with  Major  Harman  to  se¬ 
lect  camps  for  winter  quarters  for  the  troops  in  Augusta  County.  *  *  * 

Tuesday,  November  22. — We  were  up  by  5  a.  in.  I  took  breakfast 
with  Major  Harman,  and  we  were  far  on  our  way  by  sunrise.  Colonel 
Allan  accompanied  us.  We  stopped  a  short  time  at  Mrs.  Grattan’s, 
but  iiressed  on  and  reached  Major  Harman’s,  near  Staunton,  by  4  p.  m., 
forty-three  miles.  The  air  was  very  chilly  and  the  ground  in  places 
white  with  snow.  The  enemy’s  cavalry,  two  divisions,  encamped  at 
Woodstock  last  night,  and  to-day  it  came  on  ui3  as  far  as  Eude’s  Hill. 
We  inarched  three  divisions  of  infantry  down  to  meet  them,  Gordon’s, 
Wharton’s,  and  Grimes’,  from  their  camps  three  and  four  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Eew  Market.  Grimes,  Gordon,  and  Wharton  in  order.  We 

took  a  line  on  the  top  of  the  hill  - on  the  left  of  the  road - 

on  the  right,  and - in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  others.  A  regi¬ 
ment  of  cavalry  and - pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  came  boldly 

up  to  near  the  hill,  when  we  opened  on  them  and  sent  them  back  in 
great  disorder,  inflicting  considerable  loss.  Our  infantry  skirmishers 
pursued  to  Hawkinstowu  and  the  cavalry  to  below  Edenburg.  A  bri¬ 
gade  of  our  cavalry  ijursiied.  All  came  back  to  the  old  camps  at  night. 
Marched  twenty-five  miles. 

Wednesday,  November  Major  Harman,  Colonel  Allan,  and  myself 
went  toward  Waynesborough  to  look  for  winter  quarters  for  the  troops. 
Colonel  Allan  soon  found  a  camp  for  his  ordnance  train  and  left  us, 
and  we  spent  the  day  riding  through  woods,  &c.  We  selected  a  set 
of  camps  near  Fishersville  and  returned  to  Major  Harman’s  by  5  p.  m. 
The  day  was  chilly.  Eode  thirty  miles. 

Thursday,  November  24. — We  rode  toward  Christian’s  Creek  and 
selected  some  camps  there  if  it  should  be  desired  to  encamp  some 
troops  there.  *  *  *  The  engineer  troops  passed  through  Staunton 

on  their  way  to  Lexington.  The  day  was  quite  pleasant.  Eode  twenty 
miles. 

Friday,  November  25. — Started  back  to  camp  at  7  a.  m.  Stopped  a 
few  moments  at  Mr.  Forrer’s.  Got  to  Harrisonburg  by  12.30  p.  m., 
where  met  Major  Harman.  We  got  to  camp  by  6  p.  m.,  and  reported 
to  the  general.  We  were  very  tired.  The  day  was  warm  and  pleasant. 
Cool  late  in  the  p.  m.  Cosby’s  brigade  of  cavalry  passed  me  at  Bridge- 
water  on  its  way  to  Tennessee.  Eode  forty-three  miles. 

Saturday,  November  26. — Spent  day  in  my  room  working  on  map  of 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  Eobinson  is  reducing  Cumberland  County,  Pa. 
Oltmanns  copying  Western  Virginia.  Day  cool,  and  it  rained  in  p.  m. 
and  at  night.  Eosser  started. 

Sunday,  November  27.—  *  *  *  The  day  was  (*Iiilly,  though  very 

pleasant  in  the  a.  m.  General  Early  was  considerably  excited  by 
habeas  corpus  writs  for  soldiers  from  Judge  Thompson. 
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Monday^  November  ^8. — Spent  day  in  camp.  Finished  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek  and  worked  at  battle  of  Kearneysville.  Oltmanns  finished 
Western  Virginia;  Eobinson  made  map  of  Harper’s  Ferry.  Mild  day; 
fog  in  morning. 

Tuesday^  Novemher  29. — I  sketched  the  road  to  Mount  Jackson,  and 
got  position  at  Eiide’s  HilJ.  A  fine,  warm  day;  summer-like.  Heard 
that  Eosser  had  captured  a  gun  at  .Moorefield  and  gone  on  toward 
Cumberland. 

Wednesday^  Novemher  30. — Spent  the  day  in  camp  making  map  of  the 
engagement  atEude’s  Hill.  Oltmanns  copying  battle  of  Chattanooga. 
Eobinson  made  maps  for  Colonel  Smitli’s  monthly  report,  showing  posi¬ 
tion  of  army,  pickets,  &c.  A  fine,  pleasant  day.  We  heard  of  General 
Eosser’s  capture  of  New  Creek;  800  prisoners,  8  iiieces  of  artillery, 
#  j  drew  my  pay  for  November,  $833.33^,  under  new  ap- 

Ijointment. 

Thursday^  December  1. — Finished  my  map  of  the  engagement  at 
Eude’s  Hill.  Visited  General  Gordon’s  camp.  Got  information  of 
positions,  &c.,  from  General  Wharton,  Major  Peyton,  &c.  Oltmanns 
copying  Chattanooga.  Eobinson  is  sick.  Colonel  Smith  went  to  Luray 
Valley.  Fine,  warm  day. 

Friday^  December  2. — Worked  at  map  of  battle  of  Charlestown.  Olt¬ 
manns  finished  map  of  battle  of  Chattanooga.  Eobinson  was  sick. 
Eosser  got  back  to-day  with  flags,  &c.  Major  Peyton  called  to  see  me 
to-day.  Colonel  Smith  got  back.  It  began  to  rain  about  noon.  Some¬ 
what  cool. 

Saturday^  December  3. — Finished  map  of  battle  of  Charlestown.  Olt¬ 
manns  began  yesterday  a  reduction  of  the  map  of  Northeastern  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  part  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  Eobinson  still  sick.  A 
pleasant  day.  The  Yankee  prisoners  were  brought  in. 

Sunday^  December  4. — Spent  day  in  camp.  *  *  A  fine,  warm 

day. 

Monday^  December  5. — Finished  map  of  action  at  Kearneysville  and 
worked  at  battle  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  Eobinson  finished  off  several 
battle  maps  and  outlined  some.  Oltmanns  at  reduction.  A  hard  white 
frost  and  day  chilly.  Mr.  Lacy  spent  some  time  with  us. 

Tuesday.)  December  6. — Finished  map  of  Hariier’s  Ferry  and  worked 
some  on  one  of  Fort  Duncan.  Eobinson  made  a  copy  of  Eude’s  Hill; 
Oltmanns  at  reduction  of  Northeastern  Virginia.  Gordon’s  division 
changed  camp  and  moved  up  toward  Staunton ;  also  Pegram.  A  pleas¬ 
ant  day;  little  rain  in  a.  m. 

Wednesday )  December  7. — I  began  map  of  fight  at  Smithfield.  Eob¬ 
inson  copied  Cedar  Creek.  Oltmanns  at  reduction  of  Northeastern 
Virginia.  Wickham’s  brigade  went  from  Mount  Jackson  to  Timber- 
ville. 

Thursday)  December  8. — Finished  Smithfield  and  began  map  of  New 
Creek.  Eobinson  finished  copy  of  Cedar  Creek.  Oltmanns  at  reduc¬ 
tion.  Finished  copying  my  journal  at  night.  It  is  reported  that  Gor¬ 
don’s  and  Pegram’s  divisions  went  to  Eichmond  from  Staunton  last 
night.  A  big  battle  is  expected  at  Eichmond.  The  Sixth  Corps  of 
Sheridan’s  army  has  gone  there,  and  it  is  reported  to-day  that  more  of 
his  men  have  gone. 

Friday)  December  9. — Finished  map  of  vicinity  of  New  Creek  and 
corrected  map  of  Northeastern  Virginia.  Eobinson  made  map  of  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Lynchburg.  Oltmanns  at  reduction  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 
The  day  was  very  cold,  chilly;  it  began  to  snow  after  dark.  General 
Lee  sent  word  that  Grant  had  sent  off*  two  corps  of  his  army.  I  Aavy 
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canuonadiiig  said  to  be  beard  toward  Eicbmoud.  Gordon  and  Pegram 
got  to  Waynesborougb  Wednesday  nigbt  and  went  on  to  Eicbmond. 
There  were  a  good  many  deserters  in  PegranPs  division — tbe  conscripts 
that  lately  came  in.  Alade  list  of  maps  I  bad  furnisbed  at  nigbt. 

Saturday,  December  10. — It  snowed  all  last  nigbt  and  for  some  time 
to-day;  tbe  snow  is  abont  ten  inches  deep.  I  began  another  map  ot 
tbe  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  after  correcting  a  map  for  Eobinson  to  copy 
of  Eosser’s  route.  Oltmanns  at  reduction.  Quite  cold.  *  *  * 

Sunday,  December  11. —  *  *  Tbe  day  was  cold  and  chilly;  it 

rained  a  little  and  snowed  a  little.  *  *  * 

Monday,  December  12. — Worked  at  Cedar  Creek.  Eobinson  copying 
Monocacy  ;  Oltmanns  at  reduction.  A  very  cold  day;  wind  sharp  and 
biting.  It  froze  very  bard  last  nigbt.  *  *  * 

Tuesday,  December  13. — Eobinson  finished  Monocacy.  Oltmanns  at 
reduction,  I  at  Cedar  Creek.  Cool  day ;  looks  like  storm.  *  *  * 

Wednesday,  Dece^nber  14. — Worked  at  Cedar  Creek.  Eobinson  at 
map  of  vicinity  of  Washington;  Oltmanns  at  reduction.  Some  rain 
that  froze  early  in  tbe  a.  m.;  mild  day.  Grimes’  division  left  for  Eich- 
mond. 

Thursday,  December  f5.— Spent  tbe  day  finishing  some  maps  for 
Colonel  Smith.  Eobinson  was  very  sick  and  we  sent  him  to  tbe  hos¬ 
pital.  Oltmanns  worked  at  reduction  awhile  and  then  packed  up. 
Mild  day;  thawed  some. 

Friday,  December  16. — We  started  from  Kew  Market  about  11  a.  m. 
Wharton’s  division  started  by  daylight  and  went  to  near  Mount  Craw¬ 
ford.  Eosser’s  division  went  on  toward  Swoope’s  and  Lomax’s  to  Swift 
Eun  Gap.  We  rode  on  to  Harrisonburg  and  spent  tbe  nigbt  there.  It 
thawed  all  day.  Warm  south  wind.  *  * 

Saturday,  December  17. — I  rode  on  quite  early  to  show  General  Whar¬ 
ton  his  cami).  Turned  oft*  at  the  Willow  Pump  and  went  by  the  Barren 
Eidge  road  to  the  Waynesborougb  road;  showed  his  inspector  the 
camj)  and  then  Avent  to  John  Hamilton’s  for  the  night.  It  continued  to 
thaAv  and  most  of  the  snow  left.  General  Early  came  to  Staunton. 
Wharton  went  out  two  miles  toward  Waynesborougb.  It  rained  some 
in  the  p.  m.  and  at  night. 

Sunday,  December  18. — I  rode  back  to  Staunton  to  see  General  Early, 
then  came  back  to  EishersAdlle,  where  the  wagons  came,  and  went  to 
look  for  a  camp.  It  rained  most  of  the  day  and  the  mud  got  quite  deep. 
We  spent  the  night  in  the  woods  near  PishersAulle.  The  general  did 
not  come  from  Staunton. 

Monday,  December  19. — I  obtained  quarters  near  Fishersville  and 
moved  to  them.  Wharton’s  division  came  two  miles  this  side  of  Staun¬ 
ton  night  before  last  and  encamped,  and  to-day  came  on  to  camps  near 
Eishersville.  The  general  came  down  late  in  the  p.  m.  and  went  to  Mrs. 
McCue’s.  AVe  went  to  Staunton  on  the  cars  again,  owing  to  report  of 
enemy  coming  up  the  Valley — at  Woodstock  to-night.  Two  divisions 
of  their  cavalry  crossed  the  Blue  Eidge  at  Chester  Gap.  Mild  day. 

Tuesday,  Decem  ber  20. — We  started  back  down  the  Valley  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Eosser,  who  moved  to  Swoope’s 
Sunday,  went  in  advance.  I  guided  AVharton  across  by  Major  Har¬ 
man’s  into  the  pike  and  Ave  went  on  to  Naked  Creek,  where  Ave  spent  the 
night.  Had  our  quarters  in  the  church.  Eosser  Avent  to  Harrisonburg 
and  the  enemy  came  to  Lacey’s  Springs,  a  division  of  cavalry.  Most 
of  the  snoAV  gone,  but  the  day  Avas  quite  chilly  and  before  midnight  a 
severe  storm  began  of  sleet,  hail,  and  snow. 
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Wednesday j  J)ecemh€r  — Weiiiarclied  on  at  daylight  in  the  midst 
of  a  blinding  storm,  cold  and  biting,  but  most  of  the  men  in  a  good 
humor,  though  in  no  plight  for  a  battle.  Rosser  moved  at  dawn  and 
attacked  the  enemy  just  as  they  were  saddling  up.  Routed  their  first 
and  second  brigades,  capturing  35  prisoners  and  getting  their  wagons 
and  ambulances,  but  they*  rallied  on  their  third  brigade  and  he  had  to 
fall  back  and  they  got  their  wagons  back,  but  at  once  retreated  down 
the  Yalley.  The  infantry  was  halted  at  the  Big  Spring  on  the  pike 
three  miles  southwest  of  Harrisonburg,  and  went  into  camp.  Rosser 
did  not  get  all  his  men  up  in  time  for  his  attack.  We  got  to  Harrison¬ 
burg  about  noon.  The  storm  ceased  at  noon.  It  was  quite  warm  for  a 
short  time.  It  was  very  slippery  on  the  pike.  The  general  stays  in 
Harrisonburg.  I  had  J.  Arthur  AYilson  detailed  for  topographical 
duty. 

Thursday^  December  22. — The  day  Avas  windy  and  quite  cold.  *  *  * 

Wharton  marched  back  to  near  Staunton.  Payne’s  and  Wickham’s 
brigades  came  to  near  Staunton. 

Friday^  December  23. — In  p.  m.  went  to  Staunton  and  down  to  quar¬ 
ters  at  Pishersville;  air  keen  and  cold,  but  clear.  Roads  very  icy. 
Wharton’s  division  (two  brigades)  took  the  cars  and  went  across 
mountain  (Bine  Ridge) ;  one  brigade  went  to  old  camp. 

Saturday^  Deceinber  24. — Went  to  Fishersville,  then  back  and  up  to 
Staunton,  and  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Colonels  Smith  and  Allan  went  home 
with  me  to  a  Christmas  dinner,  and  we  had  a  very  pleasant  evening. 
Robinson  came  out  yesterday.  A  fine  day.  It  thawed  some.  The 
Yankees  came  near  to  Cordonsville  and  were  repulsed  there. 

Sunday j  December  25. — Colonels  Smith  and  Allan  went  back  to  Staun¬ 
ton  to-day.  *  *  *  A  fine  day,  quite  pleasant  and  thawed  some. 

Monday^  December  26. — I  rode  to  Staunton.  Was  there  awhile  and 
then  came  back  and  examined  the  location  for  a  bridge  over  Middle 
River.  Lieutenant  Plood  and  party  came  out  there  to-day.  It  Avas 
Avarm.  The  sun  shone  brightly  and  most  of  the  siioav  Avas  melted. 
General  Early  came  back  to  Staunton  yesterday  and  dined  at  Maj. 
John  Harman’s  to-day.  (Came  from  Cordonsville.) 

Tuesday^  December  27. — I  rode  to  Staunton  in  the  a.  m.,  and  after 
looking  after  business  there  awhile,  I  went  on  to  Fishersville;  dined  at 
our  quarters,  then  went  to  see  General  Early  and  got  a  furlough  until 
January  3,  then  went  back  to  Major  Harman’s.  It  was  very  muddy. 
Quite  warm;  rain  at  night.  Troops  back  in  camp  near  Fishers\nlle. 

Wednesday.^  December  28. — Spent  part  of  the  day  in  Staunton  looking 
for  servants,  &c.,  then  rode  home,  stopping  to  see  Lieutenant  Elood, 
who  is  building  a  bridge  at  Middle  River.  There  was  a  heavy  fog  and 
mist  in  the  morning;  then  rain  in  the  p.  m.,  and  at  night  quite  hard. 
Very  muddy. 

Thursday.^  December  29. — Spent  the  day  at  home.  Worked  at  map 
of  Kernstown.  It  thawed  some.  Snowed  last  night.  Froze  at  night. 
Robinson  engaged  at  Lynchburg.  *  *  * 

Friday^  December  30. — Spent  day  at  home.  Worked  at  vicinity  of 
Winchester.  Robinson  at  Lynchburg  map.  It  aa^s  quite  chilly.^ 

Saturday.,  December  31. — Spent  some  time  at  battle  map  of  Kerjis- 
town,  and  Robinson  at  Lynchburg.  Snow  in  the  morning;  quite  cold.* 

*  For  such  of  the  maps  mentioned  in  this  Journal  as  haA^e  heen  obtained,  see 
Plates  81  to  85,  inclusive,  of  the  Atlas. 
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No.  175. 

Report  of  Surg.  A.  Russell  Meem,  C.  8.  Army^  of  operations  Novemher  22, 

General  Hospital, 

Mount  Jackson j  November  23^1864. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  in  strong 
force,  advanced  and  occupied  this  town  yesterday.  Their  medical  offi¬ 
cers  came  into  the  hosjntal  and  acted  very  uncivilly,  requiring  a  list  of 
all  officers,  saying  they  would  remove  all  on  their  return  j  but  owing  to 
their  unexpected  defeat,  and  being  rapidly  pursued  by  our  forces,  they 
had  not  time  to'stop.  As  they  went  up  they  carried  off  with  them  some 
bedding,  bedclothing,  and  clothing  of  a  portion  of  the  wounded,  the 
exact  number  of  which  I  have  not  at  this  time  been  able  to  ascertain. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  MEEM, 
Surgeon  in  Charge, 

Surg.  W.  A.  Carrington, 

Medical  Director ^  Richmond^  Ya, 


No.  176. 

Report  of  Col,  James  P.  Simms  j  Fifty -third  Georgia  Infantry^  command¬ 
ing  brigade,  KershaiCs  division,  First  (Jjongstreeth)  Corps,  of  oper- 
ations  August  3-October  20, 

Headquarters  Simms’  Brigade, 

December  — ,  1864, 

Sir  :* 

Here  General  Bryan  returned  and  resumed  command  about  August 
3,  and  remained  with  the  brigade  until  the  morning  of  the  21st, 
when  he  again  left,  during  which  time  we  moved  from  Chester  Station 
to  the  Valley,  nothing  of  imi)ortance  having  occurred  during  the  time. 
When  I  took  command  again,  on  the  21st,  the  brigade  was  near  Win¬ 
chester,  and  with  orders  to  move.  The  division  was  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Charlestown,  with  this  brigade  in  front.  After  moving 
some  six  or  eight  miles  we  encountered  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy.  The 
major-general  ordered  me  to  send  forward  two  regiments  to  attack, 
which  was  done,  driving  the  enemy  a  short  distance,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  re-enforce  with  another  regiment.  I  suppose  we  metabout 
one  brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  driving  them  about  six  miles,  when 
they  fell  back  upon  a  division  of  their  cavalry  strongly  posted  and  with 
artillery.  Here  I  halted  the  brigade,  thinking  it  not  prudent  to  advance 
farther,  when  the  major-general  brought  up  the  remainder  of  the  divis¬ 
ion  and  ordered  an  advance.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  retreated 
hastily  in  the  direction  of  Charlestown.  In  this  affair  we  lost  a  few 
men  wounded  and  one  or  two  killed.  After  this  we  moved  on  to 
Charlestown,  the  enemy  falling  back  to  Harper’s  Ferry.  Eemained  at 
Charlestown  a  few  days.  The  skirmish  line  engaged  slightly  near 
Charlestown  on  the  30th.  On  the  31st  the  brigade,  with  the  otliers  of 
the  division,  moved  back  in  the  direction  of  Winchester. 

*  For  portion  of  r(iport  (liere  omitted)  covering  operations  from  .Innc  2  to  Augnst 
2,  1864,  see  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  I,  p.  1064,  and  Vol.  XL,  Part  1,  x>-  768. 
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On  September  3  we  left  Winchester  and  moved  toward  Berry ville, 
arriving  near  Berrvville  a  little  before  sunset  in  tlie  evening,  and  the 
enemy  immediately  in  our  front.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  by  order 
of  the  major-general,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  and  an  attack  made  upon  their  lines.  Our  men  moving  for¬ 
ward  with  great  spirit  and  gallantry,  the  enemy  only  held  their  position 
long  enough  to  fire  one  round,  then  fled  precipitately.  By  this  time 
night  interposed,  and  we  slept  upon  the  field,  and  next  morning  found 
that  their  line,  Avhich  had  crossed  the  road,  now  ran  parallel  to  it,  and 
they  had  made  use  of  the  time  allowed  by  night  to  fortify.  We 
remained  in  line  confronting  them  next  day  and  night,  and  were  then 
ordered  to  withdraw,  and  returned  to  Winchester.  The  loss  of  the 
brigade  in  this  battle  was  4  killed  and  26  wounded. 

We  remained  at  Winchester  until  September  16,  and  then  marched 
in  direction  of  Culpeper  Court-House.  On  the  19th  the  general,  having 
received  information  that  a  raiding  party  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  that 
they  were  going  toward  Stevensburg,  ordered  me  with  this  brigade 
to  a  certain  point  on  that  road  to  intercept  them.  The  brigade  was 
put  in  motion  immediately  and  moved  at  double-quick  for  nearly  two 
miles,  but  upon  arriving  within  about  500  yards  the  enemy  were 
opposite  to  us  in  the  road,  having  proceeded  so  far  as  to  render  it  im¬ 
possible  to  cut  them  off.  Finding  that  this  was  the  only  opportunity 
we  would  have  of  inflicting  damage  upon  tbem,  I  gave  orders  to  fire. 
W^e  killed  and  wounded  several  of  them.  Our  loss  was  nothing.  We 
recaptured  from  this  party  quite  a  number  of  horses  and  mules  which 
they  had  captured  from  a  Government  lot  near  Eapidan  Station.  On 
the  20th  we  left  Culpeper,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Gordonsville, 
which  place  we  reached  on  the  25th.  Encamped  there  one  night,  and 
then  again  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Valley,  passing  through 
Swift  Bun  Gap ;  thence  up  by  the  foot  of  the  mountains  in  the  direction 
of  Port  Eepublic.  On  September  —  we  came  in  sight  of  Port  Eepub- 
lic,  at  which  place  the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  distinctly  visible,  driving 
ours  before  them  across  the  river  and  through  the  town.  By  an  order 
from  the  major-general,  I  ])laced  my  brigade  in  the  edge  of  a  wood  near 
by  the  road  leading  from  the  town,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  be  observed 
by  the  enemy,  and  awaited  their  advance  in  that  direction.  Our  cavalry 
having  already  retired  as  he  had  anticipated,  it  was  not  long  before 
they  came  dashing  down  the  road,  moving  by  the  flank,  but  by  the 
untimely  firing  of  some  shots  from  tlie  command  we  ffiiled  to  inflict 
such  loss  upon  them  as  otherwise  would  have  been  done.  The  enemy 
escaped  with  slight  loss,  and  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was  nothing. 

From  this  time  until  October  14  the  brigade  was  marching  from 
point  to  point,  encamping  at  different  x>laces  for  a  short  space  of  time. 
When,  on  the  14th,  General  Conner’s  brigade  was  engaged  at  Hupp’s 
Hill  this  brigade  was  held  as  reserve  for  his  support,  but  that  brigade 
having  accomplished  the  work  assigned  to  it  so  handsomely  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  bring  it  into  action ;  therefore  the  brigade 
was  not  engaged,  but  lost  in  wounded  some  eight  or  ten  men. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  I  received  orders  to  move  out  in  the  direction 
of  Strasburg  at  12  o’clock  that  night,  i)reparatory  to  an  attack  that  was 
to  be  made  on  the  enemy’s  works  next  morning.  In  compliance  with 
the  order,  the  brigade  moved  out  at  the  time  si>ecified  and  to  the  point 
designated,  each  man  having  been  supi)lied  with  sixty  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition.  Soon  after  our  arrival  at  the  place  designated  by  the  major- 
general,  on  the  turnpike,  the  other  brigades  of  the  division  came  up, 
aad  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  Strasburg  by  the  turnpike  road  in 
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front  of  tlie  division.  Having;  passed  througli  Strasbiirg  we  left  the 
turnpike  and  moved  upon  a  little  road  turning  to  the  right,  which  was 
followed  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  camp-fires.  Here  a  halt 
Avas  ordered  until  near  5  o’clock,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  down  this 
road  until  the  brigade  had  crossed  over,  and  theu  turn  down  the  creek 
and  form  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the  creek,  and  to  advance  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  front  until  a  certain  clump  of  woods  was  passed,  and  then 
to  change  direction  to  the  left  in  such  manner  as  to  cause  the  line  to 
confront  that  of  the  enemy,  to  drive  the  enemy’s  pickets  in  without 
firing  upon  them,  and  not  to  fire  until  the  enemy’s  line  was  reached — 
all  of  which  was  strictly  complied  with,  the  gallant  men  moving 
forward  steadily  and  firmly,  receiving  the  shots  from  the  enemy’s 
picket-line  AA'ithout  replying,  but  continuing  to  move  forward  with 
unbroken  front  through  the  volleys  of  musketry  and  cannon  Avhich 
they  were  now  exposed  to  until  they  reached  the  enemy’s  works. 
The  enemy  made  a  stubborn  resistance.  Some  of  them  were  shot 
down  Avhile  firing  upon  our  men  at  the  distance  of  a  few  feet.  The 
works  were  of  a  formidable  character,  Avith  a  strong  abatis  covering 
most  of  the  front  and  in  a  favorable  position  for  defense.  After  cap¬ 
turing  the  works  and  sweeping  through  the  camp  (which  was  just 
inside  the  works),  there  being  no  troops  either  on  our  right  or  left,  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  fall  back  to  the  captured  works  and  await  the 
arrival  of  other  troops.  Here  the  brigade  captured  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  seven  pieces  of  cannon  Avhich  were  mounted  on  the  works, 
besides  some  other  pieces  which  were  parked  in  rear — the  whole  of  the 
camp  equipage  which  was  upon  that  part  of  their  line.  While  waiting 
for  the  other  troops  to  come  up  the  captured  artillery  was  turned  upon 
the  enemy.  Yery  soon  the  brigades  of  Generals  Conner  and  Humph¬ 
reys  came  up  on  the  right  and  left  and  again  Ave  advanced,  encounter¬ 
ing  a  second  line  of  works,  but  driving  them  like  chaff  before  the 
wind,  and  again  came  in  contact  with  their  third  line,  but  here  did  not 
meet  with  as  much  resistance  as  upon  the  other  lines.  We  continued 
to  diWe  the  enemy  until  about  11  o’clock,  when  a  halt  was  ordered,  our 
position  AA^as  changed  by  moving  to  the  right,  and  rested  until  about  5 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  troops  to 
our  left.  They  broke  and  fled  in  confusion,  forcing  upon  us  the  necessity 
of  falling  back.  The  line  was  formed  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  in  rear 
of  the  one  which  had  been  abandoned,  whieh  was  held  until  it  was 
found  that  the  troops  on  the  left  of  my  brigade  had  abandoned  the 
field-  I  placed  a  regiment  on  my  left,  formed  perpendicularly  to  the 
rear  to  protect  the  flank.  The  enemy  soon  attacked  it  AAdth  such  force 
as  it  Avas  not  able  to  Avitlistand.  I  then  determined  to  throw  back  the 
entire  brigade,  so  as  to  protect  the  flank  of  the  line,  and  while  carry¬ 
ing  into  execution  this  purpose  I  obseiwed  the  troops  on  my  right  mov¬ 
ing  by  the  right  flank,  Avhich  rendered  it  necessary  I  should  move  like- 
Avise.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  gotten  completely  in  our  rear  and 
Avere  pressing  from  the  front  and  flank,  and  in  moving  out  among  the 
(contused  masses  of  troops  from  other  commands  our  organizations  also 
became  confused,  and  it  Avas  impossible  to  reform  the  command  in 
proper  order.  We  moved  back  that  night  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  and  next 
moi  ning  in  the  uirection  of  'New  Market,  which  place  Ave  reached  the 
same  evening; 

In  this  battle  the  brigade  had  about  520  arms-beariug  men.  Of  four 
regimental  eommanders  three  Avere  Avounded,  two  liaA^e  since  died  of 
the  Avounds — Colonels  Ball  and  Holt.  (Jolonel  McGlashaii  was  wounded 
through  both  thighs, 
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The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  heavy  in  officers  and  men  (about  200 
killed  and  wounded),  coinj^lete  lists  of  which  have  been  sent  in  prior 
to  this  time. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  [of]  and 
acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to  Gapt.  C.  0.  Kibbee,  acting  assist¬ 
ant  adjutant-general,  for  his  efficient  service  throughout  the  entire  time 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command  the  brigade. 

After  remaining  a  few  days  at  New  Market  we  marched  to  and  came’ 
by  railway  to  Kichmond. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  SIMMS, 
Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  J.  M.  Godgin, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General, 


No.  177. 


Beport  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Conner^  C.  S.  Army.^  eommanding  brigade, 
of  operations  September  13. 

Headquarters, 
September  14.,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  facts 
attending  the  capture  of  the  picket  from  this  brigade  yesterday: 

The  Eighth  South  Carolina  Kegiment  was  on  picket,  numbering  (offi¬ 
cers  included)  150  men.  The  main  body  was  near  the  Berryville  pike, 
having  two  companies  at  a  post  to  its  right  and  one  company  at  a  post 
to  its  left.  The  Yankee  cavalry  advanced  (mounted)  and  deployed  in 
front  of  the  main  picket;  another  portion  deployed  considerably  to  the 
left  of  the  main  picket;  another  i3ortion  advanced  in  column  at  a  gallop 
up  the  pike,  and  receiving  a  volley  from  the  picket  dashed  past  it. 
Colonel  Henagan  then  fell  back  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  his  picket 
station,  reformed  his  men,  and  moved  through  the  woods  to  the  edge 
of  the  timber  on  this  side.  Gaining  that  point  they  perceived  the  Yan¬ 
kee  cavalry  in  front  of  them ;  these  they  fired  upon  and  drove  back. 
Advancing  from  the  woods  with  the  view  of  coming  back  to  the  bri¬ 
gade,  they  were  again  met  by  a  considerable  body  of  Yankee  cavalry  and 
Colonel  Henagan  fell  back  into  the  wood,  some  desultory  firing  going  on 
between  his  men  and  the  Yankees.  While  this  was  taking  place  the 
Yankee  cavalry  that  had  deployed  in  his  front  at  the  commencement 
(now  in  his  rear)  dismounted  and  advanced  into  the  woods,  while  the 
other  cavalry  rode  around  the  edge  of  the  timber  shouting  to  our  meu 
to  come  out.  When  the  dismounted  cavalry  were  within  50  or  100 
yards  of  our  men  in  the  woods  the  latter  surrendered.  The  prisoners 
were  immediately  hurried  off,  the  officers  of  the  Yankee  cavalry  urging 
their  men  to  be  expeditious.  The  two  companies  on  duty  at  the  picket- 
post  to.  the  right,  after  skirmishing  with  the  advancing  enemy,  fell  back 
and  escaped,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  men,  who  were  acting 
as  vedettes  at  the  mill. 

I  have  exaniined  all  those  who  escaped,  so  as  to  report  the  facts  as 
correctly  as  possible.  I  have  mainly  derived  my  information  relative 
to  the  main  picket  from  Doctor  Dunlop,  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment, 
who  climbed  a  tree  and  escaped  notice,  and  from  Private  Moore,  who 
escaped  in  like  manner.  The  result  is  deeply  mortifying.  So  far  as  I 
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can  ascertain,  no  one  on  onr  side  was  killed  or  wounded.  The  dead 
bodies  of  tbe  Yankees  have  been  found.  Had  any  of  our  men  been 
killed  they  also  would  have  been  found  upon  the  ground. 

As  soon  as  the  cavalry  courier  reported  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
Colonel  Henagan  sent  a  mounted  courier  to  me  with  the  intelligence. 
I  ordered  the  courier  to  gallop  back  and  tell  Colonel  Henagan  to  hold 
the  ground  to  the  last;  that  I  would  hurry  up  re-enforcements  to  him. 
I  dispatched  the  Third  [South  Carolina]  Regiment  to  his  relief,  with 
orders  to  the  brigade  to  follow,  and  galloped  forward  myself* toward 
the  picket,  but  as  I  rose  the  hill  from  my  camp  I  saw  the  Yankee  cav¬ 
alry  in  rear  of  our  picket.  The  courier  who  brought  me  the  intelligence 
never  got  back  to  Colonel  Henagan. 

My  own  impression  most  decidedly  is  that  the  woods  could  have 
been  held  at  least  long  enough  for  re-enforcements  to  arrive.  The  known 
gallantry  of  Colonel  Henagan  and  of  his  regiment  alone  render  the 
matter  inexplicable.  Circumstances  possibly  existed  of  which  I  know 
nothing,  and  in  justice  to  a  brave  officer  and  a  command  Avhich  has 
done  good  fighting  I  withhold  all  expression  of  censure  in  this  report. 

The  loss,  as  officially  reported,  is  14  officers  and  00  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  CONNER, 
Brigadier-  General, 

[Maj.  E.  L.  CosTiN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  178. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjiit ant- General.,  G.  S.  Army., 
commanding  Connerh  brigade^  of  operations  October  19. 

Headquarters  Conner’s  Brigade, 

October  31,  1801. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  18th  instant,  at  11.45 
p.  m.,  this  brigade,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  during  the  afternoon,  .- 
moved  from  its  camp  to  the  turnpike,  in  rear  of  Fisher’s  Hill.  Soon 
after  reaching  there,  the  other  brigades  being  put  in  motion,  it  fell  into 
the  position  previously  assigned  it  as  the  rear  brigade  of  the  division,  - 
and  moved  noiselessly  and  in  good  order  to  the  north  side  of  Cedar 

Creek  on  the  road - ,  where  just  after  daybreak  it  rapidly  formed 

in  line  of  battle  and  pushed  forward  at  once  in  support  of  the  other 
brigades  of  the  division,  then  advancing  on  the  enemy’s  Avorks.  On 
clearing  the  dense  and  tangled  woods  immediately  in  our  front,  and 
reaching  the  open,  elevated  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  (understood 
to  be  Crook’s  corps),  it  was  discovered  that  Bryan’s  brigade  by  a  most 
brilliant  davSh  had  already  succeeded  in  driving  them  out  and  held  pos¬ 
session  of  their  first  line  of  works.  Without  delay,  the  brigade  moved 
up  on  the  left  of  Bryan’s  brigade  (commanded  by  Colonel  Simms)  and 
dashed  forward  across  the  turnpike,  attacking  the  second  line  of  works 
with  such  fierce  vigor  and  determination  that  the  enemy  soon  fled  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  in  our  hands  a  number  of  inisoners  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery.  From  this  point  the  brigade  steadily  advanced 
to  the  left  of  and  on  a  liiKi  nearly  parallel  to  the  pike,  as  far  as  a  lane 
Avhich  led  into  the  pike,  and  passing  near  a  house  said  to  haA^e  been  the 
headquarters  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  Federal  forces.  Beyond 
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this  lane  some  200  yards  the  enemy  had  rallied  apparently  with  the  de¬ 
termination  of  making  an  effort  to  check  onr  advance,  and  as  one  of  my 
regiments,  in  consequence  of  the  inequalties  of  the  ground  over  which 
we  had  passed,  had  become  detached,  the  brigade  was  halted  a  few 
minutes  until  it  could  resume  its  proper  i)lace  in  the  line.  As  soon  as 
this  wms  accomidished  the  brigade  recommenced  its  forward  move¬ 
ment,  the  enemy  retiring  before  it  as  if  panic-stricken,  and  continued 
it  until  we  had  passed  into  the  woods  beyond  and  to  the  left  of  Middle- 
town,  wliere,  finding  that  any  farther  advance  would  expose  me  to  an 
attack  on  my  left  flank,  and  it  being  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  were  in  strong  force  in  the  second  Avoods  in  front,  I  moved  to 
the  outer  edge  of  the  woods  and  halted  until  I  could  reconnoiter  the 
position.  The  major-general  commanding  rode  up  at  this  time,  and  by 
his  order  the  qommand  was  moved  half  a  mile  to  -the  right  in  the 
direction  of  the  turnpike,  and  the  forward  movement  again  resumed. 
After  proceeding  some  distance  the  troops  on  our  light  having  halted 
this  command  was  halted  also,  and  my  skirmishers,  together  with  those 
of  Bryan’s  brigade,  advanced  to  clear  the  woods  of  a  body  of  skir¬ 
mishers  in  front  of  my  left,  which  ivas  handsomely  done,  when  the  line 
again  moved  forAvard  and  occupied  a  road  half  a  mile  distance  in 
advance.  Here  the  Third  and  Fifteenth  Eegiments,  which  had  been 
temporarily  detached,  rejoined  us  and  were  sent  to  the  right  to  fillup  a 
gap  betAveen  this  brigade  and  that  of  IIum])hreys.  Soon  after  tliis  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  on  Humphreys,  which  was  met  by  such  a  heavy 
fire,  so  coolly  delivered  by  that  brigade  and  by  the  right  of  my  own  that 
they  were  at  once  checked  and  driA^en  back.  A  repetition  of  the  attack 
met  with  a  like  result,  and  the  firing  for  a  time  seemed  to  have  ceased 
along  the  whole  line,  but  betAveen  3  and  4  o’clock  it  was  resumed,  and 
it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  troops  on  our  left  had  given  way  and 
the  enemy  threatening  our  left  flank  while  pushing  us  in  front. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  command  fell  back  to  the  position  it 
had  previously  held,  and  for  one  hour  and  a  quarter  kept  the  enemy  at 
bay,  foiling  every  direct  effort  to  draw  us  from  our  position,  and  it  Avas 
not  until  the  enemy  had  passed  completely  around  our  left  flank  and 
Avere  moAung  on  our  rear  that  the  order  was  given  to  withdraw.  So 
dlosely  were  the  enemy  pushing  us  at  this  time  that  I  found  it  necessary 
to  move  out  by  the  right  flank  AAEile  my  skirmishers  held  them  in  check 
in  my  front.  After  moving  sufficiently  far  to  my  right  to  uncover  my 
rear  the  command  was  faced  to  the  right  and  moved  in  the  direction  of 
the  pike  at  Middletown,  with  orders  to  halt  on  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

Up  to  this  time  both  men  and  officers  had  obeyed  Avith  commendable 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity  all  orders  given  them ;  but,  unfortunately,  in 
moving  to  the  rear  a  very  high  fence  was  encountered,  and  in  clearing 
it  my  line  was  necessarily  broken,  and  being  without  a  staff  officer  or 
courier  and  with  no  horse  myself,  before  it  could  be  reformed  a  stream 
of  flying  fugitives  from  other  portions  of  the  field  became  so  mixed  up 
Avith  my  own  men,  infecting  the  latter  with  their  own  fears,  that  they 
soon  became  oblivious  of  everything  saA'e  to  leave  the  enemy  as  far  in 
the  rear  as  possible. 

I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  panic  and  flight  that  ensued,  so  much  de¬ 
plored  as  it  is  by  all.  I  cannot,  however,  while  alluding  to  the  short¬ 
comings  of  this  brigade  forbear  giving  both  officers  and  men  that  praise 
which  is  so  justly  their  due  for  the  noble  display  of  all  the  admirable 
and  true  qualities  of  the  soldier  up  to  the  time  the  retreat  was  ordered, 
and  no  one  avIio  witnessed  the  advance  of  the  brigade  on  that  day  against 
the  different  x)ositions  of  the  enemy  Avill  hesitate  to  bestoAv  ux^on  it  their 
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unqualified  admiration.  It  would  perhaps  be  invidious  for  me  to  dis¬ 
criminate  or  to  attempt  to  allot  to  each  their  due  proportion-  of  praise, 
but  I  may  say  to  the  commanding-  officers  of  each  of  the  organizations 
I  am  greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  the  prompt  obedience  of  orders,  but 
for  the  skill  and  gallantry  displayed  in  the  handling  of  their  men. 

For  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  each  command  I 
refer  you  to  the  reports  herewith  inclosed.* 

I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  Lieut.  Y.  J.  Pope,  of  the  Third  South 
Carolina  Kegiment,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  to  Cadet  E. 
P.  Harllee,  acting  inspector,  for  the  very  efficient  aid  rendered  me 
during  the  day,  and  for  their  conspicuous  display  of  gallantry  on  every 
occasion  to  call  it  forth.  The  former  was  severely  wounded,  losing  an 
eye,  and  the  latter  slightly. 

One  of  my  couriers,  De  Saussure  Burrows,  was  shot  through  the  head 
while  riding  by  my  side.  He  was  a  noble  and  gallant  youth — a  favorite 
with  all  who  knew  him.  Couriers  Crumley  and  Templeton  also  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  their  good  conduct. 

Among  the  killed  I  cannot  forbear  making  special  mention  of  Capt. 
B.  M.  Whitener,  commanding  the  battalion  of  sharpshooters.  He  fell 
while  gallantly  leading  his  little  band  in  an  attack  on  the  enemy’s  lines. 
His  best  epitaph  may  be  found  written  upon  the  hearts  of  those  who 
have  so  often  witnessed  his  cool  courage  and  undaunted  bravery  in  the 
presence  of  the  foe. 

It  is  a  matter  of  profound  regret  that  the  Second  Regiment  is  deprived 
(for  a  time  at  least,  on  account  of  the  loss  of  a  leg)  of  the  services  of  its 
commanding  officer  (Maj.  B.  R.  Clyburn),  whose  bravery  in  this  as  on 
other  occasions  is  beyond  all  j^raise. 

Major  Todd,  commanding  the  Third  Regiment,  was  also  severely 
wounded  in  the  arm  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  against  the  enemy’s 
second  line  of  works. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows: 

Killed — officers,  6;  enlisted  men,  22;  total,  28.  Wounded — officers, 
13;  enlisted  men,  172;  total,  185.  Missing — officers,  6;  enlisted  men, 
199;  total,  205. 

Among  the  prisoners  are  Colonel  Boykin  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McMichael,  of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  M.  GOGGIK, 

Major,  Gommandimj  Brigade. 

]\laj.  E.  L.  CosTiN, 

AsHistant  Adjutant- General,  Kerf^hawls  JJiviskm. 


No.  179. 

Abstract  from  Inspection  Report  of  tjmiWs  brigade,  Whartoids  division, 

.  for  September  29. 

This  brigade  has  suffered  severely  since  the  opening  of  the  cam])aign. 
Its  loss  ill  officers  has  been  very  heavy.  It  has  lost  all  the  field  officers 
of  the  brigade  proper  except  Colonel  Smitli  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fife,  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry,  absent  sick,  iinfiuding 
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the  command  of  Lieutenaiit-Goloiiel  Love,  which  is  of  itself  a  brigade 
organization,  and  which  has  been  temporarily  attached  to  this  brigade. 
The  brigade  entered  the  present  campaign  with  an  aggregate  effective 
of  2,100  men.  It  now  numbers  but  little  over  400  aggregate  effective, 
and  the  difference  has  been  occasioned  principally  by  the  casualties  of 
battle.  Before  it  became  part  of  the  army  cominauded  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Early  it  had  met  the  enemy  this  year  in  two  hard-fought  bat¬ 
tles,  where  it  encountered  vastly  vSuperior  numbers ;  first  at  Oloyd’s 
farm,  May  9,  where  it  fought  the  Eighth  Army  Corps,  IT.  S.  Army, 
commanded  by  General  Crook,  and  again  on  June  5,  at  Piedmont, 
Augusta  [County],  where,  in  conjunction  with  a  small  force  of  dis¬ 
mounted  cavalry  and  the  Forty- fifth  Begiment  of  Infantry,  it  fought 
the  command  of  General  Hunter,  which  afterward  penetrated  to  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Ya.  The  sacrifices  which  it  was  compelled  to  make  in  fighting 
these  battles  was  necessary  for  the  country,  and  accordingly  its  losses 
were  very  heavy.  These  facts  are  mentioned  to  show  that  the  present 
weakness  of  the  brigade  is  occasioned  by  the  service  it  has  seen  and 
not  by  the  desertion  and  delinquency  of  its  members.  It  has  borne  its 
full  share  in  all  the  operations  of  this  army  since  Lieutenant-General 
Early  assumed  command  at  Lynchburg,  Ya. 

The  prospects  of  recruiting  the  brigade  this  winter  are  very  flatter¬ 
ing.  It  is  believed  that  many  from  the  border  and  from  the  counties  of 
Southwestern  Yirginia,  whom  the  laws  will  bring  into  the  field,  will,  if 
the  opportunity  is  afforded  them,  elect  to  join  this  brigade,  composed 
of  men  from  that  section.  A  very  considerable  number  of  prisoners, 
wounded  and  un wounded,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  will,  if  exchanged, 
largely  swell  the  ranks  of  the  command.  During  the  coming  Avinter, 
too,  many  of  our  wounded,  now  at  hospitals  and  private  houses  in 
Western  Yirginia,  will  be  again  able  to  join  the  command.  If  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  afforded  the  brigade  will,  Avithout  doubt,  be  able  to  take  the 
field  next  spring  in  numbers,  if  not  so  large  as  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  of  1864,  still  Avith  larger  numbers  than  most  of  the  brigades 
in  the  Confederate  service. 

The  men  are  much  Avorn  and  exhausted  by  the  fatigues  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  regimental  and  company  organizations  are  very  much 
broken  and  are  quite  imperfect.  In  many  of  the  companies  there  are 
neither  commissioned  nor  non-commissioned  officers.  The  brigade  dis¬ 
cipline  and  general  efficiency  Avould  manifestly  be  much  improved  if 
time  and  opportunity  sufiiced  for  a  thorough  revisal  and  reorganization 
of  its  several  regiments  and  the  companies  belonging  to  them. 

In  the  tables  of  present  and  absent  no  account  has  been  taken  of 
those  absent  as  prisoners,  as  they  are  beyond  the  control  of  the  brigade 
commander,  and  as  no  place  was  prepared  for  such  notice  in  the  printed 
tables  it  was  presumed  that  that  subject  was  left  exclusively  for  the 
department  of  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade. 

The  large  number  of  absentees  in  Forty-fifth  Battalion  Yirginia 
Infantry  is  referable  to  the  fact  that  this  command  was  formed  in  the 
enemy’s  lines,  and  these  men,  though  enlisted  in  the  command,  never 
came  out  and  haA'^e  not  been  under  our  control. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

HENEY  G.  CANNOE, 

First  Lieutenants  Brigade  Inspectors  SniitFs  Brigade^ 

Wharton’s  I)ivisio7ij  Army  Valley  District, 
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Abstract  from  T7ispectio7i  Report  of  Patto^i’s  brigade^  for  September  29. 

This  brigade,  under  tbe  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  JohnEcliols,  entered 
upon  the  campaign  of  1864  with  2,150  men  and  a  full  complement 
of  officers  on  May  6.  The  brigade  was  then  well  armed,  equipped, 
and  provided  with  a  full  supply  of  clothing,  and  in  a  thorough  state  of 
discipline  and  efficiency.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  battalions 
and  regiments  composing  the  command  were  able  and  experienced  offi¬ 
cers — graduates  of  military  schools.  Two  of  them,  viz,  Ool.  G.  S.  Pat¬ 
ton  (Twenty- second  Virginia  Eegiment),  Lieut.  Ool.  G.  M.  Edgar,  were 
graduates  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  and  the  third,  Lieut.  Col. 
Clarence  Derrick  (Twenty-third  Virginia  Battalion),  was  from  West 
Point.  The  company  officers  generally  were  intelligent  men,  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  drill,  guard,  and  picket  duty,  and  all  requirements  neces¬ 
sary  to  an  efficient  soldier.  The  military  bearing  and  aj^pearance  of 
the  brigade  was  soldierly  and  imposing. 

In  this  thorough  state  of  organization  and  discipline  the  brigade 
opened  its  campaigning  with  the  battle  of  New  Market,  on  May  13, 
under  Major-General  Breckinridge.  From  that  time  the  V alley  District 
has  been  the  scene  of  its  military  operations  to  the  present,  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  campaign  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
around  Eichmond,  in  which  it  bore  a  conspicuous  i^art  in  the  bloody 
battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  in  several  other  engagements  of  less  impor¬ 
tance. 

During  this  campaign  the  brigade  sustained  he^vy  loss  in  killed  and 
captured,  both  of  officers  and  men.  Among  the  wounded  was  the  gallant 
officer,  Capt.  John  K.  Thompson,  Company  A,  Twenty-second  Virginia 
Eegiment,  who  here  received  his  third  wound  j  he  is  now  again  with 
his  command. 

The  morning  report  exhibits  total  for  duty  of  266  and  an  aggregate 
of 275.  This  great  and  almost  unprecedented  reduction  in  five  months  is 
due  exclusively  to  the  casualties  of  war.  In  the  hard-fought  battle  of 
Winchester,  on  the  19th,  the  brigade  organization  was  almost  broken 
up.  Col.  George  S.  Patton,  commanding  the  brigade,  an  officer  of 
highest  gallantry  and  standing  and  a  gentleman  irreproachable  in  char¬ 
acter,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  mortally  wounded.  Lieut. 
Col.  C.  Derrick,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Twenty-third  Virginia 
Battalion,  and  Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Edgar,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Bat¬ 
talion,  were  captured  Avhile  gallantly  attempting  to  rally  their  com¬ 
mands,  thus  leaving  the  brigade  without  an  officer  above  the  rank  of 
captain.  A  large  majority  also  of  the  company  officers,  the  most  gallant 
and  efficient,  either  met  their  deaths  on  the  battle-field  or  fell  captive 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  discipline  and  general  efficiency  of 
the  brigade  is  much  impaired  by  the  loss  of  the  brigade  and  battalion 
commanders.  The  officers  now  with  the  command  are,  with  a  few  ex- 
cei)tions,  very  efficient  and  anxious  to  contribute  all  that  is  in  their 
X)Ower  for  the  good  of  the  brigade.  They  have  not,  however,  commanded 
heretofore  an  organization  larger  than  a  battalion. 

The  adjutant’s  dei)artinent  lias  heretofore  been  conducted  with  great 
system  and  care,  and  com])lete  records  of  orders  and  files  of  x)apers  were 
preserved  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  x^resent  camxiaign.  All  of 
these  x>apers  were  cajitured  by  the  enemy  on  the  first  occupation  of 
Staunton,  and  during  this  camx)aign  the  siq^ply  of  stationery  has  been 
so  limited  that  it  has  been  a  matter  of  imx^ossibility  to  x>ay  that  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  dexiartment  that  military  usage  requires. 
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This  brigade  is  charged  at  almost  every  camp  for  burning  rails.  No 
axes  are  furnislied.  It  is  respectfully  asked  that  the  attention  of  com¬ 
manding  general  be  called  to  the  fact  and  a  necessary  number  of  axes 
supplied. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WOOD  BOULDIN,  Jr., 

Asst,  Inspector- General^  Fatton^s  Brigade^  Wharton’’ s  Bivision. 


No.  181. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Bryan  Grimes.,  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  Bodes’’ 
{or  Ramsenr'’s)  division,  Hecond  Army  Corps,  of  operations  Oetoher 
18-19.  '  . 

Headquarters  Bodes’  Division, 

October  31,  1864. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  corps  headquarters  I  have  the 
honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  as  the  part  taken  by  Bodes’ 
division  in  the  action  on  the  19th  of  October.  1864: 

About  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  the  division  moved  from  camp 
on  Fisher’s  Hill  and  was  halted  for  an  hour  or  more  near  the  pike  in 
order  that  Major-General  Gordon,  in  command  of  the  force  Avhich  was  to 
move  to  the  enemy’s  rear,  could  communicate  with  Lieutenant-General 
Early.  This  halt  was  caused,  as  I  unofficially  learned,  in  consequence 
of  information  received  that  the  enemy  were  fortifying  that  evening  on 
their  left  flank.  About  8  p.  m.  the  march  was  resumed,  and  after  pass¬ 
ing  the  stone  bridge  filed  to  the  right  and  passed  by  a  circuitous  route 
around  the  base  of  Fort  Mountain  by  a  blind  path,  where  the  troops 
had  to  march  in  single  file.  The  order  of  march  was,  Gordon,  Bodes, 
Pegram.  Upon  reaching  the  Shenandoah ,  where  crossed  by  the  Manas¬ 
sas  Gap  Bailroad,  the  column  was  halted  and  massed  for  the  rear  to 
close  up.  So  soon  as  this  was  done  (about  1  a.  m.)  we  again  moved 
forward,  following  the  track  of  the  railroad  until  near  Buckton  Station, 
where  we  again  halted  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the 
cavalry,  who  crossed  the  river  in  advance  and  drove  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets. 

About  4.30  a.  m.  the  infantry  commenced  crossing  the  Shenandoah 
near  Colonel  Bowman’s  house  in  two  columns.  The  passage  was  eftected 
with  great  rapidity  and  in  good  order,  though  the  rear  necessarily  had 
to  double  quick  for  [a]  distance  to  close  up.  The  order  of  march  was 
as  follows:  Battle,  Cook,  Cox,  Grimes.  On  arriving  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Valley  pike  Battle’s  brigade  was  formed  i)arallel  with  the 
same  and  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle.  The  other  brigades  con¬ 
tinued  moving  by  the  flank  for  about  300  yards,  when  they  were  faced 
to  the  left  and  ordered  forward,  changing  direction  to  the  right. 
Battle  soon  struck  the  Eighth  Corps  of  the  enemy,  and  charging  gal¬ 
lantly  drove  them  in  great  confusion,  but  was  himself  seriously  wounded 
while  nobly  leading  his  brigade,  the  command  of  which  then  devolved 
on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobson,  Fifth  Alabama.  Cook  and  Cox  con¬ 
tinued  to  advance,  swinging  to  the  right,  driving  the  enemy  in  their 
front  with  but  slight  resistance  for  upward  of  half  a  mile,  when  Gen¬ 
eral  Cox  reporting  that  he  was  flanked  on  the  left,  a  temporary  halt 
was  made  until  re  enforcements  were  sent  forward,  when  these  two 
brigades  again  advanced.  Cook  captured  -several  cannon,  caissons, 
ammunition  wagons,  &c.  This  movement  left  a  wide  interval  between 
Cook’s  right  and  Battle’s  left,  w  hich  was  subsequently  filled  by  Pegram’s 
division. 
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In  the  meantime  Grimes’  brigade  was  recalled  from  the  left  and 
'moved  by  the  right  flank  through  the  abandoned  camp  of  the  Eighth 
Coitus,  which  had  been  completely  routed,  faced  to  the  front,  and 
advanced  to  the  pike,  connecting  witli  Battle’s  right.  This  formation 
was  i)erfected  about  sunrise,  the  enemy  being  then  in  position  on  a 
small  creek  to  the  left  of  the  pike,  with  their  artillery  on  a  high  ridge 
in  their  rear  and  firing  into  our  line  of  battle,  but  the  smoke  and  fog 
'obscured  the  troops  so  that  their  fire  was  inaccurate.  Here  Major- 
’  General  Eamsenr  had  skirmishers  thrown  to  the  front  and  to  the  right, 
'driving  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  from  Middletown.  The  divis¬ 
ion  remained  here  perhaps  half  an  hour  until  a  battery  was  brought 
into  position  _on  the  right  of  the  pike,  when  General  Eamsenr  again 
ordered  an  advance,  which  was  made  in  good  order  and  with  a  gallan¬ 
try  never  exceeded.  In  this  advance  Battle’s  brigade  charged  a  battery 
ill  its  front,  capturing  in  addition  to  six  guns  many  prisoners  and  a 
flag.  The  Sixth  Corps  was  found  posted  on  a  hill  in  rear  of  this  bat¬ 
tery,  and  made  a  most  stubborn  resistance.  Grimes’  brigade  was 
ordered  forward  and  charged  them  most  gallantly,  but  being  greatly 
overlapped  on  both  flanks  was  forced  to  fall  back  and  reform  after 
advancing  as  far  as  the  cemetery. 

At  this  time  there  was  an  interval  of  300  yards  between  this  and 
Battle’s  brigade.  Colonel  Smith’s  brigade,  of  Wharton’s  division,  was 
now  brought  into  action  on  Grimes’  right  and  charged  the  same  wooded 
hill,  but  was  likewise  repulsed,  when  Woflbrd’s  brigade,  of  Kershaw’s 
division,  which  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Eamsenr, 
arrived  on  the  ground  and  was  posted  behind  a  stone  fence  to  the  right 
of  Grimes,  it  not  being  thought  advisable  to  move  it  against  this  strong 
position  of  the  enemy.  The  artillery  was  at  this  time  (about  8  a.  m.) 
massed  on  the  hills  near  the  pike,  and  the  infantry  remained  quiet 
until,  by  a  concentrated  fire  from  the  artillery,  the  Sixth  Corps  was  dis¬ 
lodged  from  its  position,  wliere  they  had  erected  temporary  breast¬ 
works  of  rails,  stones,  &c.  Upon  this  hill  the  division  was  reformed, 
cartridge-boxes  refilled,  and  rested  upward  of  an  hour. 

During  this  time  skirmishers  were  advanced  and  found  that  the  enemy 
had  again  made  a  stand  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  in  advance.  We  then  moved  forAvard  and  joined  our  left  to 
Kershaw’s  right,  halting  in  the  road  leading  from  MiddletoAvn  and  at 
right  angles  to  the  pike.  Here  again  Ave  halted  perhaps  for  an  hour, 
and  then  moA^ed  forAvard  en  echelon  by  brigade  from  the  left,  which 
was  occupied  by  Cook,  aa  ith  Cox’s  brigade  in  reserve,  and  took  position 
behind  a  stone  fence. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  were  firing  from  their  artillery,  engaging 
ours  on  the  hills  in  onr  rear.  Onr  skirmishers  all  the  while  were  en¬ 
gaged  with  those  of  the  enemy  and  had  driA^en  in  onr  left,  but  they  in 
turn  Avxre  repulsed  by  our  line  of  battle.  In  this  position  Grimes’  bri¬ 
gade  Avas  about  100  yards  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Battle’s,  with  an 
interval  of  from  200  to  300  yards  between  his  right  and  Pegram’s  left. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  onr  skirmishers  Avere  driven  in  and  the  enemy  advanced 
their  line  of  battle.  Grimes’  brigade  was  double-quicked  upon  the  line 
Avith  Battle  to  meet  this  advance  on  the  iiart  of  the  enemy,  and  Cox 
moved  up  on  a  line  with  Cook  and  to  his  left,  which  advance  was 
rei)nlsed  most  gallantly,  tlie  enemy  fleeing  in  disorder  and  confusion, 
throAving  doAAm  their  arms  and  battle-flags  in  their  retreat.  Tlie  mus¬ 
ketry  on  our  left  still  continued  to  increase,  and  at  the  time  our  troops 
were  cheering  for  this  repulse  of  the  enemy  the  line  on  onr  left  was  seen 
to  give  back  and  the  troops  to  retreat  without  any  organization.  Gen- 
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eral  Kamseiii*  tlieu  ordered  tlie  different  brigades  of  this  division  to  fall 
back  and  form  [behind]  a  stone  fence  about  200  yards  in  rear,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  pre¬ 
vented.  While  holding  this  position  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  Gen¬ 
eral  Eamseur  was  mortally  wounded  and  brought  from  the  field. 

The  troops  on  the  left  had  by  this  time  entffely  given  way  and  were 
running  to  the  rear  in  great  confusion.  The  enemy  were  then  in  front 
and  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  left  flank  of  this  division,  when  they 
began  to  fall  back  in  the  same  disorderly  manner  as  those  on  the  left. 
Our  organization  up  to  this  time  was  intact.  Upon  the  order  being 
given  to  retire,  did  so ;  but  the  stampede  on  the  left  was  caught  up,  and. 
no  threats  nor  entreaties  could  arrest  their  flight.  Great  and  repeated 
exertions  were  made  by  the  officers  of  the  higher  ranks  to  check  the 
men,  but  all  their  exertions  were  unavailing.  tJpon  reaching  the  south 
side  of  Cedar  Creek  a  few — perhaps  to  the  number  of  200 — from  Cook’s 
and  Grimes’  brigades  formed  on  the  right  of  the  pike  near  Hupp’s  Hill, 
but  when  the  stream  of  stragglers  came  running  over  the  hill  with  the 
cry  that  the  cavalry  Avere  across  the  creek  and  prepared  to  charge,  these 
few  likewise  scattered  and  could  not  be  kept  together.  Up  to  the  hour 
of  4  p.  m.  the  troops  of  this  division,  both  officers  and  men,  Avith  a  few 
exceptions,  behaved  most  admirably,  and  were  kept  Avell  in  hand,  but 
little  plundering,  and  only  a  few  shirking  their  duty.  After  that  hour 
all  was  confusion  and  disorder. 

The  brigade  commanders  conducted  themselves,  each  and  all,  with 
great  coolness  and  judgment,  and  are  deserving  of  especial  mention, 
using  all  possible  efforts  to  clieck  their  troops,  but  without  success. 

The  death  of  the  brave  and  heroic  soldier.  General  Eamseur,  is  not 
only  a  loss  to  this  division  but  to  his  State  and  the  country  at  large. 
Eo  truer  or  nobler  spirit  has  been  sacrificed  in  this  unjust  and  unholy 
war. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  composing  the  staff*  of  this  division  cannot 
be  too  highly  lauded  for  their  gallantry  and  efficiency.  Major  Peyton, 
for  the  coolness  and  i)romptness  with  which  he  conveyed  orders  on  the 
field  j  Major  Hutchinson,  for  his  efficiency  (Avho  was  captured,  escaped 
from  the  enemy,  and  again  captured  late  in  the  eA^eniug).  Captain 
Eandolph  displayed  his  usual  daring.  , 

Major  Whiting,  inspector,  rendered  signal  service  by  preventing  all 
straggling  and  plundering,  and  Lieutenant  Eichmond,  aide-de-camp, 
for  his  assistance  and  alacrity  in  transmitting  orders. 

For  the  conduct  of  others  deserving  especial  mention  you  are  respect¬ 
fully  referred  to  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  herewith  transmitted.* 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEYAN  GEIMES, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 

Oapt.  S.  J.  0.  Moore, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  Valley  District. 


No.  182, 

Abstract  from  Inspection  Deport  of  Dodes’’  division  for  September  30. 

Since  the  last  report  Cox’s  and  Grimes’  brigades  have  been  supplied 
with  nearly  as  much  outer  clothing  and  all  the  underclothing  they 
require,  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Battle’s  and  Cook’s  brigades 
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have  also  been  partially  supplied,  though  jackets  and  pants  are  still 
badly  needed  in  both.  The  Avants  of  the  command  have  been  nearly 
supplied  in  the  article  of  shoes — at  least  so  far  as  the  actually  bare¬ 
footed  are  concerned.  If  a  supply  sufficient  for  convalescents,  Avho  are 
returning  rapidly,  and  to  replace  shoes  nearly  worn  out  now  can  be 
sent  as  they  are  needed,  no  suffering  need  occur. 

I  AAmuld  call  attention  to  the  great  scarcity  of  officers  in  the  entire 
command.  The  best  and  efficient  officers  in  nearly  every  brigade  have 
for  the  most  part  been  either  killed  or  wounded  during,  this  campaign, 
and  some  regiments  and  brigades  are  sadly  deficient  in  this  respect. 
Cox’s  lu'igade  has  not  a  single  field  officer  present,  and  the  Fourth 
liegiment  in  it  rs  commanded  by  a  second  lieutenant;  Grimes’  brigade 
of  five  regiments  has  but  two  field  officers  present;  Cook’s  has  but  two, 
and  Battle’s,  Avith  fiA^e  regiments,  only  three  field  offi(‘ers  for  duty. 
Some  regiments  have  not  an  average  of  one  officer  to  the  company. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  impossible  that  discipline  should  be 
kept  unimpaired  or  even  efficfient.  Comparatively,  the  discipline  of 
the  division  is  fair,  but  much  impaired  by  the  recent  disaster.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  deficiency  in  officers  might  be  partially 
supplied  by  alloAving  temi)orary  appointments  in  line  and  field  officers, 
as  in  those  of  higher  grades,  and  by  alloAving  the  places  of  officers 
detailed  from  their  commands  out  of  the  department  to  be  supplied  in 
the  regular  way.  There  are  numerous  cases  in  the  command  of  officers 
detailed  for  light  duty  Avdiose  companies  are  Avithout  an  officer  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  wounding  and  capture  of  the  other  officers  belonging 
to  it, ‘and  there  being  no  Amcancy,  no  appointment  is  allowed.  There 
are  also  field  officers  on  similar  details  Avhose  places  ought  to  be  sup- 
]died.  If  such  officers  were  either  required  to  report  to  their  commands 
or  permanently  retired,  in  order  that  their  places  might  be  supplied,  a 
groAving  source  of  evil  Avould  be  removed  and  the  service  positively 
benefited. 

Kespectfullv  submitted. 

H.  A.  WHITING, 

Major  and  Assista7it  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


No.  183. 

Reports  of  Col,  David  G.  Cowand,  Thirty-second  North  Carolina  Infaiitry, 
commanding  Grimes'^  brigade^  of  operations  June  13-Decemher  31. 

Headquarters  Grimes’  Brigade, 

Camp  7iear  Sutherla^iWs  Depots  Uu.,  Alar  eh  4,  1865. 

Ma.ior:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters  I 
have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
command  from  the  13th  of  June,  1804,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1865: 

On  the  night  oi  the  12th  of  June  this  brigade  being  encamped  near 
Cold  Harbor,  it  receUed  orders  from  Major-General  Bodes  to  be  in 
readiness  to  move  at  daydawn  the  next  morning,  when  Ave  took  up  a 
line  of  march  in  direction  of  Louisa  Court-House  and  marched  to 
North  Garden  Depot,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Bailroad,  and 
there  toolc  the  train  for  Lynchburg,  Va.  The  marcffi  to  the  above- 
named  ])lace  was  very  rapid  and  quite  severe,  as  the  Aveather  Avas  very 
warm.  The  marching  Avas  at  the  rateof  tAventy-five  miles  per  day,  but 
the  men  arose  very  cheerful.  We  arrived  at  Lynchburg  just  before 
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iiiglit  and  moved  out  on  tlie  road  on  tlie  right  of  the  Fair  Grounds,  and 
after  forming  a  line  of  battle  Avent  into  bivouac.  During  the  night 
received  orders  to  move  to  the  left  of  onr  line  at  2  a.  m.  I  believe  it 
was  the  intention  to  make  an  attack  on  the  enemy  at  daylight.  This 
brigade  moved  right  in  front  and  was  the  leading  brigade  of  the  divis¬ 
ion.  When  daylight  came  we  found  the  enemy  had  left  his  works  and 
was  moving  toward  Liberty.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of 
June.  We  were  soon  ordered  to  follow  the  enemy,  Avhich  we  did,  tak¬ 
ing  the  old  turnpike.  We  marched  very  rapidly,  but  overtook  but  very 
few  of  their  stragglers.  We  marched  about  twenty-five  miles.  Next 
morning  at  daylight  we  took  up  the  pursuit  and  came  u])  with  the  rear 
of  the  enemy  at  Buford’s  Gap,  when  our  skirmishers  had  some  little 
skirmishing  which  lasted  until  dark.  Next  morning  Ave  moved  on  (the 
enemy  having  evacuated  the  gap  during  the  night)  in  the  direction  of 
Salem.  The  enemy  were  destroying  the  railroad  as  they  were  moAung, 
but  you  could  see  from  the  things  throAvn  away  that  they  were  com¬ 
pletely  routed.  That  afternoon  we  came  to  a  gap  in  the  mountains  and 
found  the  enemy  had  gotten  through,  but  not  before  our  cavalry  had 
given  them  quite  a  seA^ere  blow.  We  remained  in  camp  the  next  day 
resting  and  cooking  rations,  both  of  which  the  men  needed  very  much 
indeed. 

Next  day  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Staunton,  passing  through 
Lexington  and  several  small  villages.  At  Lexington  the  brigade  passed 
by  the  grave  of  that  noble  old  hero  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  at 
reverse  arms  and  heads  uncoA^ered.  Stopped  near  Staunton  afcAv  days 
and  then  moA^ed  down  the  pike  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and 
passed  on  through  very  rapidly.  Beached  Harper’s  Ferry  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  was  met  by  only  a  small  body  of  sharp¬ 
shooters,  which  were  soon  driA^en  in,  the  sharpshooters  only  being 
engaged,  and  they  soon  took  BoliA^ar  Heights.  Nextmorning  the  Forty- 
third  North  Carolina  Begiment  was  sent  in  the  village  of  Harper’s 
Ferry  to  relieve  one  of  Battle’s  regiments,  then  on  picket  duty.  After 
getting  in  the  village  it  was  quite  dangerous  relieving  the  troops  then 
on  duty.  This  regiment  lost  several  men  Avhile  relieving  Battle’s  by 
the  fire  of  the  sharpshooters  in  the  Maryland  Heights.  About  night 
the  Thirty-second  North  Carolina  Begiment  Avas  ordered  in  the  town  to 
assist  in  doing  garrison  duty  and  to  help  load  the  AA^agons  with  the 
quartermaster’s  and  commissary  supplies  that  we  captured,  balance  of 
the  brigade  being  near  the  BolivAr  Heights  in  reserve.  Next  morning 
the  brigade  was  relieved  by  Lewis’  brigade  and  moved  in  direction  of 
Shepherdstown.  Crossed  the  Potomac,  leaving  Shepherdstown  to  our 
left,  and  camped  near  Sharpsburg,  IMd.  Next  morning  moved  down 
Pleasant  Yalley  and  had  some  little  skirmishing  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
then  moA^ed  in  the  direction  of  Frederick  City  without  meeting  with 
any  opposition.  The  brigade,  except  the  sharpshooters,  was  not 
engaged  in  the  Monocacy  fight,  being  held  in  reserve.  Next  day  we 
took  up  line  of  march  toward  Washington  City,  and  arrived  at  Silver 
Springs  on  the  11th.  This  brigade  being  the  front  infantry  brigade  in 
the  army,  sharpshooters  Avere  thrown  out  immediately  and  the  brigade 
formed  line  of  battle,  left  extending  on  the  road  known  as  Seventh 
Street  road.  After  remaining  there  about  two  hours  were  ordered  to 
the  front  to  support  the  sharx)shooters. 

The  next  morning  the  Fifty-third  North  Carolina  Begiment  was 
ordered  down  to  the  line  of  sharj) shooters  to  support  them  in  case  of 
an  attack.  All  that  day  the  enemy  AA^ere  firing  their  artillery,  which 
did  this  brigade  some  little  damage,  wounding  some  5  or  6  men  of  the 
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sliarpsliooters.  Kept  up  a  continuous  firing-  all  day,  aud  just  before 
nig'lit  (the  enemy  liaving  been  re-enforced)  began  to  fire  at  our  skir- 
misli  line  very  heavily,  and  then  began  trying  to  set  the  houses  near 
our  lines  on  fire,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing,  and  then  made  an 
attempt  on  our  line.  They  were  driven  back  in  our  immediate  front, 
but  succeeded  in  driving  the  troops  on  our  right  back,  which  compelled 
the  troops  of  this  brigade,  or  rather  the  Fifty-third  Korth  Carolina 
Kegiment  and  the  sharpshooters,  to  fall  back  (the  Thirty-second  Korth 
Carolina  Eegiment  was  watching  the  right  flank),  and  immediately  the 
Forty-third  North  Carolina  Eegiment  and  the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina 
Eegiment  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  ordered  to  the  front. 
They  went  up  beautifully,  and  the  men  of  the  Fifty-third  North  (Caro¬ 
lina  Troops  and  the  sharpshooters  joined  in,  and  they  soon  established 
their  line  again  on  the  right  of  the  road,  but  the  troops  on  the  left 
could  not  succeed  iii  going  quite  as  far  as  their  original  line.  The 
troops  fought  remarkably  well  indeed,  being  under  very  heavy  artil¬ 
lery  fire,  and  we  had  none  reiplying,  and  besides,  the  enemy  had  decid¬ 
edly  the  advantage  in  position,  but  our  men  went  uj)  cheerfully  and 
confidently.  We  were  ordered  to  fall  back  that  night  about  1  o’clock, 
and  moved  oft  in  the  direction  of  Eockville.  Marched  all  night  that 
night  and  until  about  3  the  next  day,  when  we  rested  a  few  hours  and 
then  moved  on  very  slowly,  only  going  a  few  miles  during  the  night, 
reaching  the  Potomac  at  Wliite’s  Crossing,  in  a  few  miles  of  Leesburg, 
and  remaining  theie  one  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  took  up  line  of  march  and  moved  in 
direction  of  Snicker’s  (lap.  Some  time  during  the  day  the  enemy 
attacked  our  wagon  train  and  captured  a  few  wagons.  This  brigade 
was  soon  ordered  back,  but  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  before  we 
arrived.  We  then  moved  on  and  crossed  the  mountain  that  night. 
Next  day  we  crossed  the  Shenandoah  and  moved  in  direction  of  Charles¬ 
town  and  went  into  camp  for  a  few  days.  About  12  o’clock  of  the  19th 
we  were  ordered  to  move  out  in  the  direction  of  the  ferry  again.  After 
marching  a  few  miles  we  left  the  road  and  moved  direct  toward  the 
river.  The  enemy  having  driven  the  pickets  back  and  succeeded  in 
crossing,  we  were  soon  formed  in  line  of  battle.  This  being  the  second 
brigade  from  the  right,  moved  forward.  We  soon  struck  the  enemy 
and  had  quite  a  severe  fight,  but  we  soon  drove  them  back,  although 
we  were  fighting  a  very  superior  force  of  infantly  and  at  a  great  disad¬ 
vantage,  the  enemy  having  several  pieces  of  artillery  playing  on  us 
Horn  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  we  had  none  at  all  in  position. 
i)ur  men  fought  desperately  and  were  driving  the  enemy  beautifully 
toward  the  river.  Some  of  the  troops  of  this  brigade  were  within 
thirty  steps  of  the  enemy’s  colors  when  the  troops  on  the  right  were 
ordered  back  and  left  our  right  so  much  exposed  tliat  we  had  to  be 
swung  back.  In  doing  this  the  gallant  Col.  W.  A.  Owens,  of  the  Fifty- 
third  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  then  commanding  brigade,  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  Colonel  Owens  was  as  gallant  an  officer  as  his  State 
has  in  the  service.  Our  service  lovSt  much  in  the  fall  of  this  officer, 
lie  had  just  returned  from  home  that  day,  having  been  wounded  on 
the  12th  of  May. 

I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  if  the  troops  on  our  right  had  held  their 
position  a  half  hour  longer  we  would  have  caxitured  a  large  number  of 
prisoners.  They  were  retreating  as  rai)idly  as  they  could,  and  from 
what  was  seen  afterward  they  must  have  been  taken  or  drowned,  as 
the  river  was  quite  deej)  in  their  rear.  The  brigade  suffered  very 
severely  in  this  fight.  The  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Eegiment  was 
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not  iu  tliis  figlit,  it  being  on  ])ielvet  d iity  at  another  ford  at  the  time  the 
light  was  going  on.  The  ollicers  and  men  behaved  as  Avell  as  troops 
could.  ]^ext  day  we  remained  in  camp  near  the  battle-field,  and  that 
night  moved  oft  in  direction  of  IVI  ill  wood,  and  rested  at  that  place  for  a 
few  hours,  when  we  again  moved  olf  in  direction  of  Newtown,  and  then 
down  toward  Winchester  to  support  Eamseur’s  division,  which  had 
been  engaged  that  day.  Next  day  we  fell  back  slowly  to  Fisher’s  Hill, 
where  we  remained  a  few  days,  and  then  threw  up  a  line  of  intrench- 
ments.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  again  moved  down  the  Valley. 
At  Kernstown  we  formed  a  line  of  battle  and  threw  out  the  sharp¬ 
shooters.  They  soon  moved  forward,  and,  some  other  troops  coming 
uj)  on  the  Hank  of  the  enemy,  soon  routed  them,  and  we  chased  them 
to  Winchester,  where  they  made  another  stand.  This  brigade,  with 
the  balance  of  the  division,  was  double-quicked  ai'oiind  on  the  right 
flank  to  try  to  cut  olf  some  cavalry.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  movement, 
soon  began  to  retreat  again  in  great  confusion.  We  followed  them  as 
rapidly  as  we  could,  but  could  scarcely  keep  in  sight.  They  destroyed 
a  good  many  wagons,  caissons,  &c.,  and  threw  away  everything  that 
could  impede  them.  Although  this  Avas  one  of  the  rear  brigades  when 
the  retreat  commenced,  it  Avas  AAdien  it  ended  in  front  of  everything 
else  except  the  cavalry,  and  a  good  part  of  the  time  up  Avith  that. 
Next  morning  Ave  moved  on  doAAui  toward  Bunker  Hill  and  toward 
Martin sburg,  where  Ave  tore  up  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  liailroad.  We 
then  moved  up  and  doAvn  the  turnpike  from  Bunker  Hill  and  the 
Potomac. 

On  the  5th  of  August  we  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Williamsport  and 
marched  towards  Boonsborough,  and  went  in  camp.  Next  day  recrossed 
the  river  and  moved  up  the  Valley.  We  then  moved  up  and  down  the 
Valley  for  some  days,  one  day  running  the  enemy  and  the  next  fall¬ 
ing  back.  On  the  17th  some  of  the  troops  had  a  fight  at  Winches¬ 
ter.  This  brigade  was  not  engaged.  On  the  21st  we  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Charlestown.  We  struck  the  enemy  near  Charlestown. 
Our  shariAshooters  Avere  sent  to  the  front,  and  they  had  quite  a  severe 
fight  and  were  being  driven  back  Avhen  the  Forty-third  North  Carolina 
Eegiment  Avas  ordered  out  to  their  support,  and  they  soon  checked  the 
enemy.  This  regiment  and  the  sharpshooters  suffered  a  good  deal. 
That  night  the  enemy  fell  back  and  Ave  folloAved  them  through  Charles¬ 
town  and  formed  line  of  battle  just,  beyond  the  town,  and  remained 
there  until  the  "125th,  when  Ave  were  relieved  by  a  brigade  of  Kershaw’s 
diAusion,  and  moved  toward  Shepherdstown.  Had  considerable  skir¬ 
mishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  but  amounting  to  almost  nothing, 
they  falling  back  faster  than  we  could  follow.  The  next  day  we  marched 
back  and  camped  near  Leetown,  and  next  moved  back  to  Bunker  Hill, 
where  we  remained  several  days.  Then  we  moved  doAvn  the  Valley  and 
back  again  several  times,  when  we  were  ordered  to  BerryAulle  to  sup¬ 
port  General  Anderson. 

Next  day  we  moved  back  and  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  near 
Stephenson’s  Station.  We  drove  them  back  very  rapidly  and  in  great 
confusion,  but  the  brigade  lost  several  men.  We  then  remained  near 
Bunker  Hill  several  days,  moving  first  one  way  and  then  the  other, 
having  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  driving  them 
back  on  all  these  occasions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  September  we  received  marching 
orders  and  we  moved  up  to  Stephenson’s  Station,  formed  line  of  battle, 
and  Avaited  further  orders.  After  remaining  there  from  a  half  to  one 
hour  received  orders  to  move  toward  Winchester.  This  was  the  first 
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brigade  of  the  division.  When  we  arrived  in  four  miles  of  Winchester 
we  found  both  Gordoids  and  Eamseur’s  divisions  fighting.  We  faced  to 
the  front  and  moved  forward.  Just  as  we  struck  the  woods  we  met  our 
cavalry  falling  back  and  the  brigade  went  in  with  a  yell,  and  had  only 
gone  a  short  distance  when  we  struck  the  enemy  and  commenced  driv¬ 
ing  them  back  before  us,  we  gaining  ground  to  the  right,  and  at  one 
time  moved  to  the  right  by  the  flank,  trying  to  make  connection  with 
Eamseur’s  division.  The  brigade  moved  in  fine  order  and  without  any 
hesitation  for  some  distance  through  an  ojjen  field  beyond  any  other 
troops.  If  the  balance  of  the  troops  had  pushed  forward  like  this  bri¬ 
gade  we  would  have  driven  the  enemy  from  the  field.  Finally,  we  were 
ordered  back  and  took  position  on  a  hill  in  line  with  the  balance  of  the 
troops  and  held  that  position  (although  we  were  sufiering  very  severely 
diideed)  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  back,  as  the 
troops  on  the  left  had  given  way.  It  fell  back  in  good  order  beyond 
Winchester  and  that  night  moved  toward  Fisher’s  Hill.  During  this 
day’s  hard  fighting  the  brigade  acted  as  well  as  men  could,  particularly 
while  holding  fche  hill  they  had  fallen  back  to.  They  were  sufiering 
very  severely  from  artillery  and  musketry  fire. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  September  the  brigade,  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  army,  reached  Fisher’s  Hill  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  of  the  army.  Eemained  there  until  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
when  the  enemy  moved  up  in  our  front  and  soon  threw  out  their  sharp¬ 
shooters  and  moved  forward  their  line  of  battle.  The  sharpshooters  of 
this  brigade  were  warmly  engaged  for  some  time,  and  finally  charged 
by  heavy  force  of  cavalry,  but  very  handsomely  repulsed  them.  The 
battle  soon  became  general,  but  after  a  short  time  our  cavalry  gave 
way  on  the  left,  being  flanked  by  a  heavy  force  of  infantry,  and  fell 
back  in  confusion.  The  Forty-fifth  and  Thirty-second  Hortli  Carolina 
Eegiments  and  Second  FTorth  Carolina  Battalion  were  moved  rapidly 
to  the  left  to  their  support,  and  for  some  time  fought  successfully  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy,  and  did  not  retire  until  nearly  surrounded 
and  being  fired  at  in  front,  flank,  and  rear.  The  Forty-fifth  E’orth  Caro¬ 
lina  Troops  acted  very  gallantly  on  this  occasion.  This  part  of  the 
brigade  sufiered  very  heavily  from  this  fire.  At  this  time  the  whole 
army  had  given  way  and  were  falling  back  very  rapidly.  It  retreated 
toward  Mount  Jackson  and  camped  near  this  place,  forming  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  army,  right  resting  on  the  Shenandoah  Eiver. 
On  the  next  morning  the  enemy  made  its  appearance,  and  soon  engaged 
our  sharpshooters,  which  lasted  until  night.  At  night  we  fell  back  to 
Eude’s  Hill,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  right  of  the  army.  In  the 
morning  fell  back  in  line,  the  enemy  imrsuing  vigorously.  This  brigade, 
with  our  whole  army,  fell  back  in  good  order,  under  a  very  heavy 
artillery  and  often  musketry  fire  for  more  than  twelve  miles.  Both 
officers  and  men  acted  well.  The  brigade  left  the  turnpike,  taking  the 
left  toward  Port  Eepublic,  reaching  there  the  following  day,  and  then 
moved  up  toward  Browifs  Gap,  camping  several  days,  and  then  mov¬ 
ing  out  and  up  to  Waynesborough.  Camped  here  for  several  days,  and 
then  moved  down  toward  New  Hope,  and  after  camping  here  for  a  few 
days  moved  down  the  Valley  toward  Harrisonburg.  The  enemy  had 
fallen  back,  and  the  brigade  Avent  into  camp  at  Ncav  Market  for  some 
days,  and  then  moved  down  the  Valley  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  camped  for 
several  days. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  of  October  this  brigade  was  monnted  behind 
Eosser’s  cavalry  and  moved  on  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy, 
surprising  and  capturing  a  picket  of  thirty  men.  The  men  then  had  a 
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very  liarcl  march  back  to  camp,  reaching'  there  late  in  the  evening.  On 
the  evening  of  the  18th  of  October  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  move  at 
sunset,  and  with  the  balance  of  the  army  left  cami),  crossing  the  turn¬ 
pike  and  moving  down  the  Shenandoah  Eiver  toward  Front  Eoyal.  It 
was  quite  a  long  and  tiresome  march,  often  climbing  in  one  rank  around 
the  brow  of  mountains.  It  was  also  quite  cold,  and  when  the  men 
halted  to  rest  they  suffered  much,  having  forded  the  river  and  not  able 
on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  to  have  fires.  At  daylight 
we  crossed  the  Shenandoah  Kiver  and  moved  rapidly  to  the  right  of 
the  army,  forming  in  line,  and  soon  struck  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
rapidly  for  some  time,  when  we  were  halted  and  remained  for  some  time 
under  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire,  losing  many  men  from  it,  our  right 
flank  being  exposed.  The  Thirty-second  North  Carolina  Eegiment  was 
deployed  as  sharpshooters,  and  going  to  the  left  moved  forward  in  line 
with  the  brigade.  The  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-third  North  Carolina 
Eegiments  were  also  detached  to  support  other  troops  on  the  left.  The 
brigade  then  moved  forward  under  heavy  fire,  the  Thirty- second  as  a 
line  of  sharpshooters  following  the  enemy  througli  Middletown.  The 
enemy  made  a  stand  on  a  very  high  and  temporarily  fortified  hill,  and 
the  Fifty-third  North  Carolina  troops  and  Second  North  Carolina  Bat¬ 
talion  were  ordered  to  charge  them,  which  they  did  with  a  yell,  driving 
them  back  for  some  distance,  but,  being  unsupported  on  either  flank, 
soon  had  to  retire,  the  enemy  moving  on  both  flanks.  In  falling  back 
they  lost  heavily  in  good  men. 

In  this  charge  both  ofiicers  and  men  acted  very  handsomely",  and  fell 
back  stubbornly,  resisting  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  Company  A,  Fifty-third  North  Carolina  Troops, 
then  acting  adjutant  of  this  regiment,  acted  with  distinguished  gal¬ 
lantry.  These  two  regiments,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  were  soon 
reformed  and  moved  forward  again,  but  the  euemy  had  fallen  back. 
The  brigade  followed.  In  this  charge  these  two  regiments  lost  many 
good  and  gallant  men.  ,  The  whole  army  soon  halted,  formed  line,  and 
then  moved  forward  for  about  half  a  mile,  halting  for  a  short  time;  then 
moved  forward  again,  the  enemy  still  falling  back,  and  after  i)assing 
beyond  Middletown  for  some  distance  the  whole  army  was  halted,  and 
remained  inactive  for  several  hours.  During  this  time  the  enemy  had 
rallied  his  army  and  brought  up  fresh  troops.  At  about  3.30  p.  m. 
moved  forward.  Soon  our  sharpshooters  became  engaged,  and  then 
their  line  in  front  of  this  brigade  moved  forward  in  a  charge.  The 
brigadier- general  commanding  this  brigade  ordered  a  counter-charge, 
which  the  men  readily  obeyed  with  a  yell,  and  met  the  enemy  and 
drove  them  in  great  confusion  from  the  field.  Soon  the  troops  on 
the  left  fell  back  a  short  distance,  and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
and  form  on  them,  which  we  did.  The  troops  on  the  extreme  left 
had  given  way  in  much  confusion,  and  soon  orders  reached  us  to 
fall  back;  and  after  crossing  the  creek  we  found  the  enemy  were 
between  us  and  Strasburg  on  the  turnpike.  The  brigade,  with  much 
of  the  army,  turned  to  the  left,  crossing  the  river  twice  below  the 
town,  and  reaching  the  turnpike  again  at  Fisher’s  Hill  about  10  p. 
m.  We  were  then  ordered  to  move  toward  New  IVIarket,  but  soon 
camped  near  the  pike  a  part  of  the  night,  leaving  before  day  toAvard 
New  Market,  which  we  reached  the  same  day. .  Eemained  there  in  camp 
reorganizing  and  drilling  for  some  Aveeks.  Then  moved  to  the  rear  of 
New  Market  to  neAv  camp,  remaining  there  for  several  AA^eeks. 

On  22d  of  November  the  enemy’s  ca  valry  in  lieavy  force  inoved  up  as 
high  as' Mount  Jackson,  driving  in  our  cavalry.  We  moved  doAAui  to 
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Kude’s  Hill  with  the  balance  of  the  army,  formed  line  of  battle,  and 
threAY  out  onr  sharpshooters,  which,  with  the  line,  drove  the  enemy  back 
rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Jackson.  Onr  shariAshooters  folloAA^ed 
them  for  several  miles,  but  could  not  overtake  them.  We  returned  to 
camp,  remaining  there  until  the  14th  of  December,  Avhen  Ave  took  up  a 
line  of  march  for  Staunton,  Va.,  Avhich  we  reached  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th,  and  then  took  the  train  for  Kichmoiul,  arriving  there  on  the 
night  of  the  16th;  then  came  to  Dunlop’s  Station  and  went  into  winter 
quarters  on  Swift  Creek,  near  .the  turnpike,  where  the  brigade  has  since 
been  stationed. 

I  am,  maior,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  COWAND, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  G.  Peyton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Grimes’  Brigade, 

October  30,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  late  engagement  of  19th  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya. : 

It,  Avith  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  moved  on  the  evening  and 
night  of  the  18th  to  the  right  and  below  the  town  of  Strasburg,  Ya., 
until  it  reached  the  road  leading  to  Front  Boyal,  and  thence  down  this 
road  until  it  had  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side  4)f  the  river;  there  halted  and  waited  until  daylight,  when  it 
crossed  the  river,  and  with  the  other  troops  attacked  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  camps  and  beyond  MiddletOAvn.  When  near  this 
lAoint  tliree  of  the  regiments  were  throAvn  out  as  skirmishers — Thirty- 
second  North  Carolina  troops  on  the  right.  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-third 
on  the  left  and  to  the  front.  The  enemy  had  made  a  stand  on  a  high 
and  strongly -protected  hill.  The  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  this  position.  In  this  charge  the  Fifty-third  and 
Second  North  Carolina  Battalion,  with  a  few  men  from  Forty-fifth  and 
Forty- third,  drove  the  enemy  up  and  nearly  off  the  hill,  but  having  no 
support  on  their  right  (other  troops  fiiiling  to  come  np  in  time)  they 
were  temporarily  checked  and  had  to  fall  back.  The  brigadier  soon 
reformed  them  and  they  moved  for  Avar  d  again,  but  found  the  enemy 
had  evacuated  the  iiosition.  After  this  the  brigade  moved  forward, 
under  a  slight  shelling  from  the  enemy,  and  formed  a  new  line.  Here 
the  army  rested  for  several  hours,  when  the  enemy  formed  and  charged 
this  t>art  of  the  line.  Tliis  brigade  was  ordered  to  make  a  counter¬ 
charge  and  meet  the  enemy,  which  it  did  very  handsomely,  Avith  a  yell 
and  tAvo  volleys.  The  enemy  broke  and  ran  back,  leaving  one  color 
and  many  men  lying  in  onr  front.  We  remained  here  for  some  time, 
wlien  Ave  were  ordered  back  to  a  line  in  rear.  This  was  soon  formed, 
and  here  remained  until  the  left  of  the  army  gave  AYay,  Avhen  we  Avere 
ordered  to  fall  back,  Avhich  we  did,  and  retired  with  the  army  to  Fisher’s 
Hill. 

The  brigade  lost  11  killed  and  108  wounded  and  a  feAv  jirisoners.  All 
the  missing,  Avitli  a  feAv  exceptions,  have  returned. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  COWAND, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  G.  Peyton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Ko.  184. 

Report  of  Col.  John  R.  Winston^  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry^ 
commanding  Forty-third  and  Forty  fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry, 
of  operations  October  19. 

Hdqrs.  43d  AND  45th  North  Carolina  Troops, 

October  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  under  my  command  took  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  on  the 
19  th  instant: 

We  had  crossed  the  pike,  when  we  came  in  closer  range  of  the  enemy. 
It  is  useless  to  mention  what  happened  before,  more  than  the  fact  that 
the  men  went  through  a  camp  just  as  it  was  deserted,  with  hats,  boots, 
blankets,  tents,  and  such  things  as  tempt  our  soldiers,  scattered  over 
it,  and  after  diligent  inquiry  I  heard  of  but  one  man  avIio  even  stooped 
to  pick  up  a  thing.  He  got  a  hat,  and  has  charges  preferred  against 
him.  Under  orders,  I  deployed  the  Forty- fifth  Eegiment  as  skirmish¬ 
ers  in  front  of  the  brigade  after  we  had  crossed  the  pike.  It  moved 
forward  some  200  or  300  yards,  when  it  was  halted  and  ordered  to  lie 
down  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  several  having  been  struck  with 
shell.  I  was  ordered  back  to  take  command  of  the  Forty-third  Eegi¬ 
ment,  having  left  Captain  Wharton  in  command  of  the  Forty-fiftli. 
The  whole  line  then  moved  forward.  Instead  of  striking  the  enemy’s 
line  squarely  face  to  face,  our  brigade,  being  on  the  right,  would  have 
struck  their  line  in  an  angling  direction;  but  this  would  expose  our 
right  flank  to  too  distressing  a  fire,  as  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was 
strongly  posted  on  the  pike  on  the  woody  eminence  near  which  onr 
right  would  have  crossed.  Colonel  Cowand  having  been  detached  with 
the  Thirty-second  as  skirmishers  on  the  pike,  the  balance  of  his  com¬ 
mand  (Fifty- third  and  Second  Battalion)  had  no  commander.  When 
they  (composing  the  right  of  our  brigade)  began  to  be  much  annoyed 
from  the  fire  above  mentioned,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  assumed  com¬ 
mand  of  them,  and  they  moved  squarely  to  the  right  and  gallantly  ran 
the  enemy  from  the  woods,  and  for  some  time  held  their  ground  against 
great  odds,  firing  both  from  flank  and  front  and  in  close  range. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  this  splendid  conduct  of  these  troops 
because  their  brave  commander  was  in  another  i^art  of  the  field  and 
had  not  the  opportunity  of  observing  them  as  I  did.  My  own  regiments 
moved  straight  forward  with  the  rest  of  the  army.  As^  above  mentioned, 
I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  going  Avith  them;  but  their  conduct  Avas 
such  as  usually  characterizes  sons  of  our  dear  old  State.  The  colors  at 
one  time  were  in  twenty  or  thirty  steps  of  the  enemy.  Here  we  lost 
Lieutenant  Vines,  Company  E,  Forty- third.  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce 
him  one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  of  his  grade  in  onr  service;  no  one 
Avas  braver. 

After  the  Sixth  Corps  had  been  repulsed  nothing  notable  occurred 
till  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  made  his  final  charge.  Our 
brigade  was  ordered  forward  to  meet  him;  so  all  moved  ofl‘  together, 
and  after  a  few  rounds  the  enemy  retreated  in  confusion.  Soon  our  oavii 
army  began  to  fall  back  in  confusion  on  the  left  and  then  to  stampede. 
My  command,  with  the  brigade,  fell  back  according  to  orders,  to  a  first 
and  then  to  a  second  line;  but  the  stampede  soon  became  so  mixed  no 
officer  whose  men  had  fallen  back  far,  and  particularly  on  the  left  of 
the  pike,  could  find  his  men.  My  flag  was  for  some  time  in  rear  of  our 
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army.  I  liad  to  burry  up  the  eobu’  bearer  for  fear  tbe  colors  would  be 
captured,  and  tbe  enemy  reaebing  Strasburg  first,  iny  colors  accom¬ 
panied  me,  with  many  others,  around  tbe  left  of  Fisber’s  Hill. 

Until  tbe  stampede  began  tbe  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  was  very  commendable.  Even  tbeii  tbe  color  bearer. 
Sergeant  Barnes,  Company  C,  Forty-tbircl,  deported  bimself  (I  use  tbe 
strongest  term)  as  well  as  it  was  possible  for  man  to  do.  My  command 
acted  well  till  tbe  stampede  began.  With  tbe  co-operation  of  officers 
and  men,  sbould  our  army  be  disgraced  with  anotber  stami)ede,  under 
tbe  direction  of  God,  my  command  will  not. 

A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WINSTON, 

Colonel. 


Lieut.  A.  W.  Green, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  185. 

Abstract  from  Inspection  Report  of  Gordonh  division.^  Earlfs  corps.,  for 

August  21. 

There  has  been  but  one  regular  inspection  of  troops  in  this  division 
since  it  left  Kicbmond  on  tbe  13tb  of  June  last.  It  will  sufficiently 
account  for  this  to  say  that  since  this  date  to  tbe  x)resent  time  it  has 
])erfornied  800  miles  of  route  marching,  independent  of  movements  in 
the  presence  of  tbe  enemy;  that  it  has  been  engaged  in  seventeen 
battles  and  skirmishes,  some  of  wbicb  have  lasted  tbrougb  two  and 
three  days,  and  in  which  it  has  captured  500  prisoners,  and  that  it  has 
been  almost  constantly  in  tbe  presence  of  tbe  enemy,  either  in  tbe 
advance  or  in  retreat.  Under  such  circumstances  regular  inspections 
have  been  impossible,  and  inspectors  have  been  comi^elled  to  make 
their  observations  whilst  moving  along  tbe  column  on  tbe  march.  On 
leaving  Staunton  in  tbe  latter  part  of  June  tbe  transj)ortation  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Early’s  command  Avas  reduced  so  as  to  allow  neither 
comy)any  nor  field  officers  an  ounce  of  baggage,  except  such  as  they 
could  carry  themselves  or  on  their  horses;  hence  records  have  been 
left  behind  and  reports  are  irregular  and  incomplete.  For  tbe  same 
ix'asons  officers  of  tbe  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments 
I;ave  been  compelled  to  leave  the  most  of  their  x)apers  in  rear  and 
carry  only  such  as  Avere  indispensable. 

Tbe  disciyJine  in  this  command  is  lax.  It  Avill  be  remembered  that 
York’s  brigade  is  composed  of  tbe  discordant  fragments  of  Hays’  and 
Stafford’s  brigades,  anj,  that  Terry’s  is  made  up  of  tbe  remnants  of  tbe 
StoncAvall,  Jones’,  and  Steuart’s  brigades,  forjiierly  of  Johnson’s  divis¬ 
ion,  comprising  tbe  remains  of  fourteen  regiments.  Both  officers  and 
men  bitterly  object  to  their  consolidation  into  one  brigade.  Strange 
officers  command  strange  trooi)s,  and  tbe  difficulties  of  fusing  this  in¬ 
congruous  mass  are  enhanced  by  constant  marching  and  frequent 
engagements.  Evans’  brigade  has  lost  by  casualty  so  many  and  such 
valuable  officers  as  to  interfere  seriously  Avitli  its  good  management. 
T  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  add  that  tbe  discijJine  of  the  command  is 
improving,  and  that  in  spite  of  all  defects,  the  division  has  fongbt 
Avitb  conspicuous  gallantry  and  constant  success.  Tbe  clothing  of  tin*. 
troox)s,  though  poor,  is  better  than  could  be  expected  in  so  active  a 
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campaign,  and  under  tlie  difficulties  of  transporting  sup])lies  so  great 
a  distance.  Ordnance  stores  have  been  supplied  to  the  full  extent  of 
need  from  battle-fields,  and  it  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  that  want  of 
trans^iortation  has  prevented  our  saving  more  ordnance  supplies  from 
the*  same  source.  Our  animals  have  been  worked  hard  and  very  poorly 
supplied  with  grain;  grazing  and  hay  have,  however,  been  abundant, 
and  they  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  troops  have  been  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  rations  of  Hour  and  beef,  to  which  the  country  has  added 
milk,  butter,  and  vegetables;  are  consequentlv  in  good  health. 

EDWIN  L.  MOOKE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Inspector-General’s  Office, 

September  10,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Si)ecial  attention  called  to  the  remarks  of  Major  Moore,  which  show 
the  embarrassments  under  which  the  two  consolidated  brigades  of  this 
division  suffer.  The  troops  of  the  old  organizations  feel  that  they  have 
lost  their  identity,  and  are  without  the  chance  of  perpetuating  the  dis¬ 
tinct  and  separate  history  of  which  they  were  once  so  proud.  This 
loss  of  prestige  must  excite  to  some  extent  a  feeling  of  discontent,  but 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  men  and  officers  still  fight  with  con¬ 
spicuous  gallantrv  and  constant  success.’* 

H.  E.  PEYTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


No.  186. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lunsford  L.  Lomax,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Cavalry  Division,  of  operations  September  lO-Movemher  2  and  12. 

Headquarters  Lomax’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Xor ember  2,  1864. 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reiiort  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  division  on  October  11),  1864,  to  this  date : 

Previous  to  the  above  period  portions  of  this  command  were  daily 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  an  extensive  picket-line  or  in  a  direct 
attack  made  by  oifr  trooiis.  On  three  separate  occasions  different 
brigades  moved  to  Martinsburg,  driving  the  enemy  beyond  that  place, 
destroying  the  railroad  or  preventing  the  enemy  from  repairing  it.  On 
the  19th  of  Sei)t ember  (the  day  of  the  battle  of  Winchester)  my  com¬ 
mand  was  divided,  in  consequence  of  a  portion  of  the  army  with  Jack¬ 
son’s  brigade  of  cavalry  having  moved  to  Martinsburg  on  the  day 
previous  and  McCausland’s  and  Imboden’s  brigades  having  relieved  a 
portion  of  the  infantry  at  Bunker  Hill.  Johnson’s  brigade,  on  picket 
on  the  line  of  the  Opequon,  received  the  enemy’s  attack,  but  was  soon 
driven  to  the  infantry  support.  It  was  then  moved  to  the  right  of  the 
line,  where  it  remained  during  the  rest  of  the  engagement,  one-half 
being  dismounted  and  deployed  on  the  right  of  the  infantry  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  threatening  to  turn  our  right,  Jackson’s  brigade  and  after- 
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ward  W'ickliands  was  moved  to  that  flauk.  By  direction  of  General 
Fitz  Lee  I  took  immediate  charge  of  the  cavalry  on  the  right.  The 
enemy  frequently  attacked  the  right  of  the  line,  but  made  no  impres¬ 
sion,  and  the  brigades  held  their  position  until  late  in  the  evening,  and 
when  ordered  to  withdraw  did  so  unbroken  and  in  good  order.  Wick¬ 
ham’s  brigade  was  not  engaged  on  the  right,  but  sent  to  the  support  of 
the  cavalry  ou  our  left,  who  Avere  iminediately  under  the  command  of 
MaJ.  Gen.  Fitz  Lee.  For  the  part  taken  by  Imboden’s  and  McOaus- 
land’s  brigades  on  that  day  I  refoi*  you  to  General  Lee’s  report.*  John¬ 
son’s  and  Jackson’s  brigades  Avere  the  last  to  leaA^e  the  field,  and 
coA^ered  the  retreat  and  fiank  of  our  army,  Avhich  Avas  threatened  from 
the  MillAA  ood  road. 

On  the  22d  of  September  my  division,  Avith  the  exception  of  McOaus- 
land’s  brigade,  Avas  dismounted  and  placed  on  the  left  of  the  line  at 
Fisher’s  Hill  and  directed  to  tlirow  up  works  coiitinuous  Avith  those  of 
the  infantry.  This  line  was  over  one  mile  long  and  to  be  occupied  by 
about  1,000  men.  On  the  left  of  my  line  was  an  open  Avood,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  mountain,  which  I  could  only  occupy  by 
a  thill  line  of  skirmishers.  Having  only  a  fcAV  intrenching  tools,  bor¬ 
rowing  from  time  to  time  from  the  infantry,  and  the  short  time  of  my 
occupation,  the  line  was  not  made  a  strong  one;  it  was  naturally  very 
weak.  I  was  notified  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  about  12 
o’clock  that  the  enemy  were  massing  on  the  left  (my  front).  I  imme¬ 
diately  took  every  means  to  strengthen  my  line  and  to  increase  my 
force  by  taking  men  from  the  led  liorses.  About  4  p.  m.  1  discoA^ered 
a  force  of  the  enemy  moving  periiendicular  to  my  line  of  works  and 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  on  tlie  side  of  the  mountain.  I  imme¬ 
diately  changed  my  front  to  meet  his  force,  notifying  the  nearest  divis¬ 
ion  infantry  commander  of  the  tact,  and  asking  that  the  works  left  by 
me  should  be  immediately  occupied.  1  met  the  force  from  the  mountain 
(about  two  brigades)  and  drove  them  back  vsome  distance,  but  the 
works  on  my  right  (my  original  front)  not  being  occupied  as  I  expected, 
the  enemy  advanced  on  that  front  and  moved  on  my  rear.  The  in¬ 
fantry  failed  to  come  to  my  support;  I  Avas  forced  to  fall  back;  rallied 
on  the  next  line,  AAdiere  1  found  an  infantry  brigade,  Avhich  Avas  the 
third  that  had  been  sent  to  my  support.  This  brigade  Avas  unbroken 
and  had  not  fired  a  shot.  1  formed  most  of  my  men  on  the  lelt  of  this 
command  and  tried  to  urge  them  forward.  The  cavalry  adA^anced;  the 
infantry  broke  and  ran.  1  then  Avithdrew  my  command,  seeing  that 
the  whole  army  aa  as  falling  back,  my  men  being  well  together  and  one 
brigade  (Imboden’s)  lU’eserving  its  organization  unbroken.  McCaiis- 
land’s  brigade  was  not  engaged  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  being  detached  to 
picket  the  gaps  in  the  rear. 

I  will  mention  in  connection  with  this  engagement  that  the  cavalry, 
being  on  the  left  and  the  first  attacked,  are  generally  supposed  to  have 
been  the  first  to  giAa‘,  Avay,  and  are  ac'countable  for  the  disaster  of  that 
day.  1  will  state  that  the  infantry  brigades  sent  to  the  support  of  the 
cavalry  broke  whilethe  cavalry  were  still  engaged  and  did  not  reach  the 
point  ot  attack.  That  the  only  fighting  done  on  the  left  of  the  line  was 
by  the  cavalry,  and  I  believe  if  they  had  been  supported  that  the 
enemy  Avould  ha\a‘  b(‘en  forced  ba(!k. 

()n  the  2fith  of  September  tin*  enemy  attached  and  droA^e  in  my 
picket  neai-  Port  lvei)ublic.  Mc( 'ausland’s  and  Imboden’s  brigades 
W(‘re  moved  out,  dismounted,  and  checked  tin*,  enemy’s  advance  altera 
severe  engagement. 
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October  2,  attacked  Wilson’s  division  of  cavalry  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  at  Bridgwater  and  drove  them  across  and  beyond.  In  this 
engagement  Lee’s  division,  commanded  by  General  W^ickham,  partici¬ 
pated.  On  the  6th  of  October  I  received  notice  that  the  enemy  was 
falling  back  from  Harrisonburg,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  to  send  a  portion  of  my  command  through  the 
Luray  yalley  and  to  follow  the  enemy  witlrthe  remainder  (see  accom¬ 
panying  order  from  General  Early,  marked  A).*  McOausland’s  bri¬ 
gade  was  on  duty  holding  Swift  Eun*and  Brown’s  Gaps  and  could  not 
join  mein  time  to  take  part  in  the  pursuit.  Imboden’s  brigade  was 
ordered  to  move  through  the  Luray  Valley.  With  Jackson’s  and  John¬ 
son’s  brigades,  numbering  about  800  men  effective,  I  moved  to  Keezle- 
town,  and  the  next  morning  found  the  enemy  in  small  force  (infantry) 
about  two  miles  above  Mount  Jackson.  They  retired  rapidly.  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  capturing  about  twenty  prisoners  and  saved  two  mills  and 
several  barns  wliich  they  had  prepared  to  burn.  I  pursued  beyond 
Mount  Jackson,  and,  on  the  hill  above  Edenburg,  found  the  enemy’s 
infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  At  this  time  there  was  but  one 
squadron  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  my  front.  I  was  in  advance  (on 
the  turnpike)  of  General  Eosser’s  command,  which  was  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on  the  Back  road.  I  withdrew  my  com¬ 
mand  and  encamped  about  five  miles  below  Mount  Jackson,  and 
notified  the  commanding  general  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in 
line.  Our  forces  were  at  that  time  at  Niew  Market.  Near  dark  a 
division  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  came  across  from  Eosser’s  front  and 
engaged  my  pickets  until  dark,  the  infantry  retiring.  Eeceiving 
orders  to  follow  the  enemy  (see  accompanying  paper  marked  B),*  I 
moved  at  daylight  and  found  a  picket  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry  at 
Edenburg.  Drove  them  to  AVoodstock,  at  which  place  I  found  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  cavalry  drawn  up  beyond  the  toAvn  and  the  place  in  flames.  The 
picket  was  charged  through  the  town  and  tlie  support  routed.  Pushing 
on  to  the  Four-lMile  House  I  again  found  the  infantry  formed  in  line  of 
battle  and  received  the  fire  of  their  skirmish  line.  8till  being  in 
advance  of  General  Eosser,  I  withdrew  to  AA^oodstock,  notifying  Gen¬ 
erals  Early  and  Eosser  of  the  enemy  in  force  in  my  front.  After  mov¬ 
ing  into  camp,  hearing  General  Eosser  engaged  on  the  Back  road,  I 
again  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy  until  dark  to  prevent  them  from 
concentrating  on  his  front.  Eeceiving  orders  from  the  lieutenant-gen¬ 
eral  commanding  to  pusli  on  in  the  morning,  I  notified  General  Eosser 
of  my  intention  to  advance  at  daylight.  I  could  see  but  two  brigades  of 
cavalry  in.  my  front,  which  had  advanced  since  the  night  before.  I 
drove  them  back  to  their  infantry  support.  Hearing  the  firing  on  Gen¬ 
eral  Eosser’s  front  retiring  rapidly,  and  stragglers  coming  from  his 
^  command  with  the  statement  that  his  force  was  broken,  I  withdrew  my 
force  slowly,  the  enemy  pressing.  As  long  as  the  country  was  broken 
and  wooded  my  command  retired  in  good  order  and  checked  the  enemy 
from  making  a  rapid  pursuit.  The  enemy  at  this  time  brought  a  column 
from  the  Back  road,  which  advanced  steadily  on  my  left  while  I  rvas 
engaged  in  front.  On  reaching  the  open  and  unbroken  country  at 
AVoodstock  the  enemy  charged  Johnson’s  brigade,  which  was  com¬ 
pletely  broken.  I  was  unable  to  rally  this  command.  The  brigade  on 
the  right  of  the  road  was  unbroken  and  was  detached  to  meet  the  force 
advancing  on  the  left,  and  retired  in  good  order.  The  enemy  pursued 
in  force  to  Edenburg,  a  small  party  following  to  Mount  Jackson. 


*Not  found 
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lu  tliis  engageineut  I  lost  four  i)ieces  of  artillery,  only  three  of  which 
were  serviceable,  one  being  dismounted  the  day  before.  The  pieces 
were  lost  on  account  of  the  miserable  condition  of  the  horses.  This 
battery  (tlie  Baltimore  Battery)  had  just  been  newly  equix)ped  for  the 
field.  The  officers  and  men  did  all  they  could  to  save  the  ])ieces  after 
their  horses  gave  out,  unlimbering  and  firing  until  the  enemy  readied 
tliem.  Each  piece  was  lost  singly.  In  the  engagement  I  had  but  800 
elfective  men,  and  was  opposed  by  a  division  in  my  front  and  a  brigade 
on  my  left  (see  Sheridan’s  official  report).  The  officers  and  men  can¬ 
not  be  blamed  for  giving  way  when  charged  in  such  heavy  force,  having 
no  arms  to  resist  a  charge  mounted,  not  a  saber  or  x)istol  being  in  the 
command.  My'command  being  at  one  time  twenty-seven  miles  from 
any  infantry  support,  without  i>roper  arms  or  discipline,  will  explain  in 
a  measure  why  tlie  rout  was  so  complete. 

On  the  18th  instant  my  command,  with  the  exception  of  McCaus- 
land’s  brigade,  was  ordered  to  Front  Eoyal,  to  co-operate  with  the 
forces  moving  on  the  turnpike  and  to  advance  to  Eewtown  or  Win¬ 
chester,  as  circumstances  would  admit  (see  accompanying  order, 
marked  II).*  I  found  the  enemy  in  small  force  at  Guard  Hill 5  they 
retired  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Cedarville.  On  reaching  the  latter 
lilace  I  waited  to  communicate  with  the  lien  ten  ant-general  commanding 
at  Middletown.  Not  being  able  to  hear  from  him,  and  judging  from 
the  firing  that  the  enemy  were  being  driven,  I  advanced  on  the  Win¬ 
chester  road,  intending  to  strike  the  pike  near  Kernstown,  in  the 
enemy’s  rear.  On  reaching  a  point  six  miles  from  Winchester  it  was 
evident  from  the  firing  that  our  forces  were  retiring  and  that  the  firing 
was  above  Newtown.  I  moved  toward  the  latter  place,  hoping  to 
strike  the  flank  of  the  enemy  Avhile  engaged  with  our  forces.  On 
reaching  a  point  one  mile  from  Newtown  I  was  informed  by  scouts  and 
citizens  that  our  troops  were  being  rapidly  driven  back  and  were  at 
that  time  beyond  Middletown.  I  then  endeavored  to  strike  the  pike 
at  Middletown,  but  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  Having 
been  unable  to  communicate  with  General  Early  through  the  day,  and 
it  being  evident  from  the  reports  of  stragglers  and  citizens  that  our 
troops  had  been  driven  back  rapidly  and  to  Strasburg,  I  decided  to 
cross  the  river  at  Buckton  Station  and  communicate  from  that  point 
with  General  Early.  I  was  unable  to  communicate  from  that  point, 
our  forces  having  fallen  back  beyond  Fisher’s  Hill.  My  train  being  at 
Front  Boyal  I  moved  to  that  place  and  awaited  orders,  which  I 
received  (see  accompanying  order  marked  — *)  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  and  moved  my  command  to  Milford.  I  met  but  a 
small  force  of  the  enemy — one  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of 
artillery. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  this  division  has  been  wanting  in 
organization,  in  discipline,  and  arms;  that  it  is  comxiosed  of  good  mate¬ 
rial.  The  senior  officers  are  generally  willing  and  eijual  to  ])erform  the 
duties  required,  and  by  proper  instruction  and  attention  will  be  able  to 
make  their  commands  equal  to  others  who  have  had  the  benefit  of 
longer  service. 

L.  L.  LOMAX, 
Major-General.,  C.  S.  Cavalry. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Adjutant- General  Cavalry  Corps. 
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Camp  near  Milford,  Kovcmher  13, 186-1. 

Captain  :  I  readied  this  point  with  niy  command  about  11  a.  m.  I 
inclose  a  report  of  the  engagement  of  McCansland’s  brigade.*  I  trust 
his  loss  in  prisoners  is  overestimated  5  the  prisoners  are  coming  rapidly. 
He  had  three  regiments  dismounted  and  the  enemy  charged  in  an  oiieii 
field.  The  general  states  that  IMerritt  came  in  on  the  ^^ewtowu  and 
Nineveh  roads,  and  until  then  he  had  been  successful.  The  ground 
shows  evidence  of  a  hard  fight.  My  advance  reached  ( 'edarville  about 
half  an  hour  after  the  enemy  left.  I  had  not  heard  of  the  enemy  being 
so  loAV  down  on  that  road  until  after  I  })assed  through  Cedarville. 
ffespectfally, 

L.  L.  LOMAX. 


Capt.  W.  K.  Martin, 

AHHistcm t  Adjutant- General. 


No.  187. 

Re/port  of  BrUf.  Gen.  John  MeCaustand,  C.  S.  Army,  eommayiding  bri¬ 
gade,  of  operatio7is  November  12. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nove^nher  13,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of 
the  engagement  on  yesterday  between  my  brigade  and  the  cavalry  of 
the  enemy: 

As  you  are  aware  I  was  left  at  C'edarville  to  guard  the  Winchester 
and  Front  Iloyal  iiike,  and  also  the  Cedarville  and  Middletown  road. 
About  11  a.  m.  November  12  scouts  reported  the  enemy  advancing.  I 
at  once  formed  my  command  across  tlie  road,  and  imt  the  tAvo  pieces  of 
artillery  under  Captain  Lurty  in  xiosition  so  as  to  command  the  road. 
Soon  the  enemy  drove  in  the  ])ickets  and  advanced,  They  were  soon 
checked  and  were  afterAvard  driven  back.  They  formed  and  attacked 
the  second  time  and  Avere  repulsed.  I  then  advanced  and  drove  PoAvell’s 
division  tAvo  miles,  aa  hen  he  Avas  re  enforced  by  a  command  supiiosed 
to  be  a  division.  They  adA  anced,  charged,  broke  my  lines,  and  drove 
me  to  Front  Boyal,  capturing  the  artillery  and  about  100  xirisoners.  I 
lost  10  killed  and  about  00  Avounded.  OAving  to  the  absence  of  many 
officers  J  cannot  state  exactly  the  number  of  men  killed,  Avounded,  and 
missing,  and  the  above  may  be  ('onsidered  as  the  nearest  approximation 
that  can  noAV  be  made.  I  made  the  best  fight  that  could  be  made  Avitli 
the  same  number  of  men,  and  1  considered  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
fight  on  account  of  the  great  danger  that  aa ould  ha\"e  resulted  had  1 
fallen  back  to  Guard  Hill,  and  thereby  exposed  the  Avhole  Yalley  jiike 
at  Middletown  to  the  enemy. 

We  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  many  brave  men  and  officers.  Capt.  C. 
I.  Harvie,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  mortally  wounded; 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  Radford,  mortally  Avounded;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Gibson, 
Avounded  and  left  near  ('edarville;  seA^eral  lieutenants  also  Avounded. 

The  men  and  officers  behaved  Avith  great  gallantry.  The  fight  lasted 
from  12  m.  to  3.30  p.  m. 

I  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  McCAUSLAND, 

Bri  gadier-  Gen  eral. 

Capt.  W.  K.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


See  next,  post. 
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Report  of  Col.  Edwin  Q.  Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  September  28. 

Afton,  September  29,  1864. 

We  whipped  the  enemy  handsomely  yesterday  evening.  Wickham’s 
cavalry  joined  with  my  little  command.  We  drove  the  enemy  way 
beyond  Waynesborough.  If  1  have  been  promoted  please  send  the 
official  evidence  of  it  to  Waynesborough. 

E.  G.  LEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  Kemper. 


AUGUST  9-OCTOBER  14,  1864. — Mosby’s  operations. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  Richard  Blazer,  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Independent 
Scouts,  of  operations  August  18-Octoher  25. 

No.  2. — Col.  Henry  S.  Gausevoort,  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 
September  8-15,  Sei)teraber  24,  and  October  14. 

No.  3. — Record  of  Board  of  Inquiry  to  investigate  attack  on  Union  supply  train 
August  13. 

No.  4. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  August  13,  October  4  and  14. 
No.  5.— Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Mosby,  Forty-third  Virginia  Cavalry  Battqlion. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Richard  Blazer,  Ninety-first  Ohio  Infantry,  command¬ 
ing  Independent  Scouts,  of  operations  August  18-October  24. 

Myers’  Ford,  Va.,  September  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  came  upon  Mosby’s  guerrillas,  200  strong,  at  this  place,  and 
after  a  sharp  light  of  thirty  minutes  we  succeeded  in  routing  him,  driv¬ 
ing  them  three  miles,  over  fences  and  through  coru-tields.  They  fought 
with  a  will,  but  the  seven-shooters  proved  too  much  for  them.  My  loss 
is  1  killed  and  4  wounded,  1  severely;  his  is,  1  commissioned  officer  and 
0  i)iivates  killed,  and  1  commissioned  officer  and  4  privates  wounded. 
I  have  0  prisoners;  the  circumstances  are  such  that  I  am  compelled  to 
send  them  in.  1  have  my  wounded  and  entire  command  over  the  river. 
1  will  move  to  Charlestown  to  night. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  BLAZEK, 

Captain,  Commanding  Scouts. 

Captain  Bier, 

jVssistant  A  djufant-  Genera  1. 


IIeadquarters  Independent  Scouts, 

Middletown,  Va.,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  since  the  18th  of  August: 

()n  the  LStli,  leai  ning  that  a  ])arty  of  Mosby’s  guerrillas  were  in  the 
vicinity  of  Myerstown,  1  j)i()(;eeded  to  that  place  and  overtook  them 
near  the  Shenandoah  lliv(u-,  and  ai't(u-  a  chase  of  three  miles  I  drove 
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across  tlie  livcr,  capturing’ 'one  prisoner.  Tlieariny  having-  fallen 
back  to  llalltowip  on  the  25th,  according- to  yonr  orders,  1  went  into 
Londoim  Comity,  and  after  o])eratiiig  for  several  days  I  killed  five  of 
Mosby’s  gang  and  captured  three  prisoners.  The  army  having  again 
advanced  to  Berry ville,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  September  I  learned 
that  Mosby  with  a  considerable  force  was  at  Snickersville.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th  1  crossed  the  river  at  Backus’  Ford  and  moved 
up  the  river  to  where  I  could  get  ii])  the  mountain  through  the  woods. 
I  struck  the  pike  east  of  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  moved  on  their 
camp.  Finding  that  he  had  left  during  the  night  in  the  direction  of 
Charlestown,  I  determined  to  follow.  I  recrossed  the  mountain  through 
Lewis’  Gap,  and  by  a  forced  march  I  overtook  them  about  2  p.  m.  at 
Myers’  Ford,  and  after  a  spirited  fight  of  several  minutes  I  completely 
routed  them,  with  a  loss  on  his  part  of  13  killed,  G  wounded,  5  pris¬ 
oners,  and  17  horses;  my  loss  was  1  killed  and  6  Avounded.  Since  that 
I  have  had  several  small  afiairs  with  them,  in  which  1  have  always 
defeated  them,  except  twice.  On  the  20th  Lieutenant  Ewing  with  five 
men  was  attacked  on  the  Berryville  pike  near  the  Opequon  by  a  supe¬ 
rior  force  and  was  all  captured  exce])t  himself.  On  the  23d  Sergeant 
Fuller,  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  Avith  ten  men  was  attacked  near 
Summit  Point  by  fifty  or  sixty  guerrillas;  he  fought  them  until  he  Avas 
overpoAvered  and  four  of  his  men  were  killed,  one  Avounded,  and  the 
rest  all  qaptured  but  three,  avIio  made  their  escape. 

Having  learned  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Marshall  was  recruiting 
a  company  iu  the  vicinity  of  Ashby’s  Gap,  and  that  they  Avere  to  organ¬ 
ize  on  the  25th,  I  proceeded  to  their  reported  rendezvous  near  White 
Post,  and  completely  surprised  them,  getting  Marshall  and  four  of  his 
men,  and  capturing  all  his  papers.  In  another  affair  below  Front 
Royal  I  left  eight  of  his  murderers  to  keep  company  A\dth  some  that 
[Avere]  left  by  General  Custer;  these,  Avith  a  number  of  others  that  I 
have  picked  up  through  the  country,  make  an  aggregate  in  killed,  44; 
wounded,  12;  and  prisoners,  including  2  captured  in  the  advance  to 
Cedar  Creek  the  first  time,  12. 

My  entire  loss  is  5  men  killed,  7  AA^ounded,  and  8  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  resi)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  serA^ant, 

K.  BLAZER, 

Captain^  (U))iiman(Ung  Independent  Scouts. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  West  A^irginia. 


Ro.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  Henry  8.  Ganseroortj  Thirteenth  Hew  Yorh  Cavalry 
of  operations  September  8-15^  September  24^  and  October  14. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Neav  York  Cavalry, 

Hear  Falls  Churchy  Fu.,  September  15.  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  according  to  orders  from  head¬ 
quarters  cavalry  brigade  a  portion  of  the  regiment,  numbering  210  dis¬ 
mounted  and  03  mounted  men,  including  the  brigade  scouts,  moved, 
under  my  command,  on  scout  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  September,  1804. 
The  column  crossed  Fox’s  Ford,  on  Difficult  Run,  on  the  morning  of 
the  Oth  of  September  after  a  march  of  thirteen  miles,  in  Avdiich  vicinity 
it  encamped.  At  night  fall  of  the  Oth  of  September  it  moved  twelve 


Chat.  LV.] 


mosby’;^  operations.  617 

miles  to  the  vicinity  of  Coleman’s,  near  Ilorse-Pen  Eun,  iuid  during 
the  night  of  the  10th  of  Sex)tember  hivonacked,  after  a  march  of  five 
miles,  on  the  road  to  Good  Hope  Church,  near  Broad  Enn,  its  farther 
progress  being  delayed  by  a  severe  storm.  On  the  night  of  the  11th 
of  September  the  column  encamped  beyond  Eed  Hill,  after  a  march  of 
ten  miies,  and  reached  one  mile  and  a  lialf  of  Aldie,  at  a  covered  point 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Aldie  pike  and  the  Carolina  road,  on  the 
night  of  the  12th  of  September.  Here  the  command  was  concealed, 
and  at  daybreak  of  the  13th  of  September  the  town  was  entered  by  the 
mounted  men,  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  having  been  ambuscaded  dur¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  the  night.  Nothing  was,  however,  accomplished. 
Information  ha-ving  been  gained  that  Mosbj',  with  a  force,  had  gone 
down  the  Aldie  pike  the  night  of,  but  before,  the  arrival  of  the  column 
at  Aldie  it  was  deemed  best  to  move  after  him.  The  column  reached 
Chantilly  after  a  march  of  sixteen  miles,  and  encamped  on  the*  night  of 
the  14th,  ambuscading  all  the  roads  in  the  vicinity. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  September  it  resumed  its  march 
toward  Fairfax,  all  indications  and  reports  of  scouts  kept  on  the  Cen¬ 
terville  road  and  roads  to  left  of  the  turnpike  tending  to  show  that 
Mosby,  with  a  large  force,  but  in  divided  jiarties,  was  on  the  left  of  the 
turnpike  and  between  Vienna  and  Frying  Fan.  The  scouts  were  driven 
from  Flint  Hill,  but  those  at  Fairfax  reported  that  Mosby  had  been 
seen  to  pass  through  the  Court-House  toAvard  Centerville  a  short  time 
])reAfious  with  two  men.  I  dispatched  five  men  to  the  Centerville  road, 
about  three  miles  distant,  to  intercept  the  party,  fearing  that  more  men 
might  fail  of  an  approach.  Near  Germantown  three  of  this  number 
returned  and  reported  a  fight  with  Mosby,  in  which  two  of  the  men  had 
lost  their  horses  and  had  taken  to  the  Avoods,  and  that  large  jiarties 
of  guerrillas  Avere  now  on  the  right.  On  the  return  of  the  other  men 
it  AA  as  definitely  iscertained  that  Mosby,  or  a  person  resembling  him, 
had  been  wounded  and  had  escaped.  Mosby  had  certainly  been  in 
vicinity  of  Fairfax  just  preAuous  to  tlie  action  and  had  gone  toward 
Centerville.  People  on  the  road  had  seen  him,  and  from  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  his  person  and  recognition  of  his  picture  by  i)arties  engaged, 
there  seems  to  be  some  color  for  the  report  that  he  was  in  the  action 
and  was  wounded,  as  he  or  the  person  in  question  Avas  seen  before 
riding  off  to  throAv  up  his  hands  and  give  signs  of  pain.  This  could 
be  observed,  as  the  action  was  at  very  close  quarters.  I  disiiatched  a 
squadron  to  the  scene  shortly  after  and  moved  to  Fairfax  Court-House, 
sending  a  party  of  thirty  dismounted  men  through  Vienna  to  Lewins- 
Aulle.  The  regiment  reached  cam})  at  Falls  Church  after  a  march  that 
day  of  fifteen  miles  from  Chantilly. 

During  this  scout  the  weather  Avas  almost  constantly  rainy,  and  vio¬ 
lent  storms  prevented  speedy  movement  AA’hich  Avould  perhaps  have 
brought  the  column  to  Aldie  in  time  for  some  success,  and  prevented  a 
movement  toward  Middleburg  and  Eector’s  Cross-Eoads,  as  intended. 
Alt(‘r  the  third  day  the  men  and  horses  subsisted  on  the  country  as 
directed.  TAvelve  horses  Avere  taken  from  suspected  rebel  citizens,  and 
all  sus])ected  houses  sear(4ied  on  the  line  of  march. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GANSEVOOET, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  K.  Y.  Lansing, 

Acting  Atisistant  Adjutant- General.  ' 
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Headquarters  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 

Kear  Falls  Churchy  Va.,  September  28^  1864. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlie  liouor  to  state  that  the  escort  of  500  lueu  under  my 
command  moved  on  the  evenin^r  of  the  24th  of  September  through 
Centerville,  and  thence  through  Thoroughfare  (Tap,  striking  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  line  of  the  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  through  Kectortown  to 
Piedmont.  Near  Piedmont  the  house  of  Joseph  Blackwell  was  burned, 
as  directed,  together  with  the  barns  and  extensive  outhouses.  A 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  artillery  harness,  and  equipments  wuis 
destroyed,  including  a  large  quantity  of  pistols  and  carbines,  which 
w  ere  concealed  from  search  in  the  house,  and  wiiose  destruction  was 
only  known  by  their  reports.  This  evidently  was  Colonel  Mosby’s 
arsenal  and  head(]uarters,  as  was  shown  by  some  articles  of  clothing 
and  e(iuipnients.  Near  this  point,  having  heard  the  condition  of  the 
railroad  beyond  Piedmont,  the  engineer,  to  whose  Avishes,  by  order,  I 
Avas  subordinate,  stated  that  he  had  sufficient  information  and  desired 
to  return  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  make  his  report.  Having 
ascertained  by  moving  in  close  proximity  to  Manassas  Gap  that  there 
WTis  no  regular  force,  if  any,  in  the  gap,  I  imrsued  the  enemy  by 
a  detachment  a  mile  beyond  Piedmont,  and  returned  by  the  way  of 
Middleburg  and  Aldie  to  this  canq).  The  railroad  Avas  found  to  be  in 
good  repair,  except  the  groAAdh  of  grass  on  track  to  Piedmont;  beyond 
it  Avas  ascertained  to  be  torn  up  and  in  need  of  repair.  Nothing  of 
interest  occurred  en  route,  excepting  frequent  skirmishes  with  and 
charges  on  the  enemy.  I  desire*  to  mention  Lieutenant  Farrell,  Six- 
teentli  NeAA"  Y"ork  Cavalry,  for  his  conduct  in  charge  of  the  rear  guard 
near  PectortoAAm.  There  are  conflicting  reports  regarding  Colonel 
IMosby — some  stating  that  he  is  dead;  all  that  he  is  seAm^ely  Avounded 
and  below  Charlottesville,  Ya. 

I  am,  verA^  respectfullA^,  A^our  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GANSEVOOET, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Keiv  Yorh  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  E.  Y.  Lansinh, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjntiuit- General,  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

Fear  Biedmont,  Ya.,  October  15,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  portion  of  the  Six¬ 
teenth  NeAv  Imrk  under  my  command,  being  tAA^o  squadrons,  uioA^ed,  as 
ordered,  at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  by  AAmy  of  Orleans  to  AYliite 
Plains,  to  report  to  Colonel  Albright.  This  leaA^es  the  entire  force 
under  my  command,  four  squadrons  of  my  regiment,  Thirteenth  NeAV 
York  Cavalry.  The  moA^ement  last  night,  aa  liich  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  Colonel  Alosby’s  pieces,  Avas  engaged  in  by  my  regiment,  tAvo  squad¬ 
rons  of  the  Sixteenth  New  AMrk  Cav^alry,  and  tAAm  companies  of  the 
Fifth  PennsylA^ania  Artillery.  My  surmise  that  this  artillery  was  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  long  range  of  mountains  called  the  Cobblers,  was  con- 
fli'ined  by  a  statement  draAvn  from  a  prisoner,  and  it  aa  as  determined  to 
develop  the  locality.  At  9  p.  m.  14th  instant  the  above  force  Avas 
moA^ed  over  xery  intricate  roads  to  a  point  at  the  base  of  the  mountains, 
where  a  sort  of  biA'ouac  Avas  surprised  and  nine  members  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  captured,  including  Babcock,  late  captain  C.  S.  Army,  in  charge 
of  the  artillery.  This  determined  but  little  the  localities  of  the  pieces, 
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and  some  time  was  vainly  spent  iu  skinnisliing  tlie  mountain  with  my 
dismounted  cavalry  and  Company  K,  P'iftli  Artiller}^  The  localities 
of  the  pieces  was  even  a  secret  not  imi)arted  to  many  of  Mosby’s  men. 
By  intimidation,  however,  when  almost  relinquishing  the  task,  a  driver 
of  the  artillery  was  forced  to  discover  the  trail  of  the  pieces.  By 
deploying  skirmishers  and  moving  up  the  precipitous  side  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  covered  with  heavy  undergrowth,  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 
following  its  summit  for  some  distance,  the  three-inch  ordnance  gun, 
12-pounder  howitzer,  and  two  small  mountain  howitzers,  with  limber  of 
caisson,  sets  of  harness,  and  ammunition,  were  discovered  in  a  dense 
thicket.  These  were  drawn  down  the  stony  sides  of  the  mountain  to 
the  command  below,  and  thence  to  Piedmont,  reaching  camp  at  G  a.  m. 
to-day.  I  desire  to  mention  Lieutenant  Eevell,  Thirteenth  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  Captain  Anderson,  Company  E,  Fifth  Artillery,  who 
rendered  valuable  assistance.  As  desired,  I  have  dismounted  the  pieces 
with  the  exception  of  the  small  mountain  howitzer,  weighing  only  250 
pounds,  which  I  have  repaired,  replenished  with  ammunition,  and  would 
respectfully  ask  permission  to  retain  with  my  regiment  till  it  returns 
to  camp.  1  have  it  drawn  by  two  horses,  and  manned  by  old  artillerists. 
The  other  three  pieces  are  sent  by  train  as  you  directed.  Prisoners, 
seven  of  whom  1  send,  report  that  a  force  is  expected  here  from  the 
rebel  column  in  the  Talley. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GANSEVOOBT, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Netv  Yorh  Cavalry. 

Major-General  Augur, 

Bectortoicn^  Va. 


No.  3. 

Record  of  Board  of  Ineiidry  to  investigate  attach  on  Union  supply 

train  August  IS. 


IIdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harped s  Ferry ^  Tu.,  September  8,  1864. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Inquiry  convened  at  headquarters  Military 
District  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  at  0  a.  m.  September  8,  18G4,  by  order  of 
General  Stevenson,  commanding  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  president  of  the  Board,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  Eo.  10,  head- 
(juarters  Middle  Military  Division,  August  20,  18G4,  to  wit: 


Sl>ECIAL  OrDER.‘^,  ( 

No.  10.  j 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Uivision, 

Au</i(st  20,  1864. 


9.  A  Board  ot  liujuiry,  to  consist  of  the  lollowiii^-iiamcd  officers,  is  hereby  convened 
to  investigate  int()  the  late  attack  upon  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade  train  and  the 
most  ol  the  same  by  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  who  is  account¬ 
able  tor  the  destruction  of  the  train  : 


Cavalry 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridim  : 


E.  B.  PARSONS, 

.1  Hsistan f  Adj u tan t- General. 


G20 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


And  a  subsequent  order,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  to  wit: 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division* 

No.  19.  i  Auffust  .A9,  18G4. 

^  'if-  if-  yf-  -tf- 

8.  The  following-named  officers  are  relieved  from  duty  on  the  Board  convened  to 
inquire  into  the  loss  of  wagons,  &c.,  near  Berryville,  Va.,  ahontthe  12th  instant :  Col¬ 
onel  Schoonmaker,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry ;  Major  Congdon,  Twelfth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cavalry  ;  and  the  following-named  officers  are  appointed  in  their  stead :  Col. 
Samuel  Graham,  Fifth  New  York  Artillery ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cook,  First  Poto¬ 
mac  Home  Brigade,  Alaryland  Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

C.  KINGSBURY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  majority  of  the  Board,  Brigadier-General  Stevenson,  Colonel 
Graham,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cook,  being  present,  were  duly  sworn, 
as  follows,  by  First  Lieut.  S.  F.  Adams,  Fifth  New  York  AYdunteer  Ar¬ 
tillery,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general — ‘‘You  shall  well  and  truly 
examine  and  inquire,  according  to  your  evidence,  into  the  matter  now 
before  you,  without  partiality,  favor,  affection,  prejudice,  or  hope  of 
reward  5  so  help  you  God” — and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
following  papers  relative  to  the  case  on  hand: 

No.  1. 

Headquarters  Brigade,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  August  13,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division: 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report -my  arrival  here  with  the  advance  of  my  train 
at  this  6  a.  m.  I  did  not  hring  a  battery  Avitli  me,  as  my  staff  officer  sent  into  Har- 
jier’s  Ferry  could  not  hud  or  learn  of  one  belonging  to  Major-General  Emory ^s  com¬ 
mand.  I  l)eg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  two 
Ohio  regiments  of  my  brigade  will  expire  on  the  15th  and  18th  of  this  month.  I  am 
just  informed  that  the  rear  of  my  train,  consisting  of  the  train  of  the  Cavalry  Corps, 
was  attacked  near  Berryville  and  several  wagons  destroyed;  none  carried  off'.  My 
rear  guard  was  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-fourth  Oliio,  and,  1  am  told,  l)ehaved  Avell.  All  the  wagons  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  and  my  brigade  train  have 
arrived,  as  also  the  cattle  herd.  I  have  ordered  Captain  Mann,  assistant  quarter¬ 
master  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  who  Avas  in  charge  of  the  train,  to  make  a  full 
report,  as  I  am  satisfied  the  loss  was  the  result  of  neglect  of  duty  and  disobedience 
of  orders  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the  cavalry  train.  The  rear  guard  is  not 
yet  in  ;  it  is  reported  to  he  bringing  in  the  largest  portion  of  the  cavalry  train.  I 
have  made  every  exertion  to  get  the  train  here  safely,  and  owing  to  my  having 
receiA^ed  orders  to  march  at  a  late  hour  yesterday  morning,  I  have  been  up  all  night 
marching.  This,  1  hope,  will  excuse  the  brevity  of  this.  I  beg  that,  if  I  am  to 
remain  here,  I  may  be  supplied  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  he  sent  me  at  once. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  KENLY, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — The  loss  of  the  rear  guard  was  some  four  certainly  killed;  wounded,  six. 

No.  2. 

Headquarters, 
Winchester,  August  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsa^th, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division: 

Colonel:  In  addition  to  my  report  of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  attack  upon 
the  train  of  the  CaAuilry  Corps,  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  ten  Avagons  of  the 
train,  loaded,  were  brought  into  this  town  on  yesterday  by  the  quartermaster  of  the 
Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  that  I  unhitched  the  mules  of  my  train  and  sent  them 
back  with  a  guard,  by  which  means  I  brought  in  nineteen  wagons  loaded  Avith  sup- 
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I)lies  and  forage  for  the  Cavalry  Corps.  There  are  some  wagons  yet  remaining  at  or 
abont  Berry ville,  which  I  am  endeavoring  to  have  brought  in.  I  have  turned  over 
to  Maj.  W.  E.  Beardsley,  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry  (whom  I  found  had  come 
up  with  the  train),  all  the  w  agons  thus  far  brought  in,  and  ordere<l  him  to  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  recover  and  expedite  the  forwarding  of  all  the  wagons,  mules, 
and  properties  belonging  to  the  Cavalry  Corps.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  forw%ard 
you  the  report  of  Captain  Mann,  assistant  quartermaster  of  volunteers,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  train  wTiich  was  attacked. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  KENLY, 
Bri(jadier-G eneral ,  Commanding. 

P_  g, — Major  Sawyer,  paymaster  of  volunteers,  who,  it  appears,  came  up  with 
Cavalry  Corps  train  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  is  here,  and  all  is  safe  wdth  him. 

No.  3. 

Harper’s  Ferry,  \V.  Va.,  August  15,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  H.  H.  Emmons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ^  Reserve  Brigade,  Cavalry  Corps: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant,  I  started  from 
this  place  with  five  days’  rations  for  2,250  men  and  extra  stores  for  sales  to  officers, 
in  wagons.  The  wagon  train  of  this  brigade  w^as  composed  of  a  few  w'agons  carry¬ 
ing  forage,  ten  wagons  carrying  subsistence  stores,  and  the  various  regimental  and 
headquarters  wagons,  and  was  in  the  rear  of  the  entire  train,  which  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Mann,  assi.stant  quartermaster.  From  one  mile  this  side  of  Charlestown 
the  train  was  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  infantry,  said  to  be  a  brigade.  About 
2  a.  m.  of  the  13th  instant  the  rear  of  the  train,  i.  e.,  the  w-agons  belonging  to  the 
brigade,  after  much  trouble,  caused  by  the  inexperience  of  the  drivers  and  the  new^- 
ness  of  the  mules  to  harness,  went  into  j^ark  with  the  rest  of  the  train  (infantry  and 
cavalry)  at  the  stream  this  side  of  Berryville.  It  was  daybreak  in  the  morning 
before  the  first  part  of  the  train  had  hauled  out  of  the  park,  and  the  wagons  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  which  immediately  preceded  those  of  this  brigade,  w^ere  beginning 
to  cross  the  stream  when  a  few  shots  were  fired  by  light  howitzers  from,  I  should 
think,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  into  the  part  of  the  train  wliich  was  yet  in  j)ark, 
which  were  almost  instantly  accompanied  by  a  small  number  of  mounted  men, 
charging  as  foragers,  dressed  in  gray  uniforms,  and  carrying  only  revolvers,  which 
they  used  with  more  noise  than  precision.  The  charge  ami  also  the  howitzer  shots 
came  from  the  side  of  the  road  toward  Snicker’s  Gap.  The  guards  Avho  accompanied 
us,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  threw  down  their  arms  and  ran  away  without  firing  a  shot. 
The  party  that  made  the  attack  took  atvay  all  the  mules  and  fired  the  wagons  Avhich 
they  could  not  get  off,  and  esca])ed  Avithout  any  molestation.  All  the  Avagoiis  of 
this  l)rigade  Avere  captured  or  destroyed,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  with  the  exception 
of  one  wagon,  carrying  officers’  baggage  of  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry.  My  opinion  is 
that  a  company  of  fifty  men  might  have  saved  the  train  Avithout  loss  if  they  had 
made  a  stand  in  time.  The  pro^ierty  lost,  for  Avhich  I  am  responsible,  Avas  five 
days’  rations  for  the  brigade,  stores  destroyed  for  officers’  su])i)]ies,  all  the  quarter¬ 
masters’  and  commissary  property  pertaining  to  the  subsistence  department  of  the 
brigade,  and  all  my  papers  and  vouchers  of  last  month,  and  this  including  books, 
ration  returns,  invoices,  and  receipts,  receipts  for  payments  of  commutation  of 
rations,  &c.  A  wound  received  at  the  time  the  train  Avas  attacked  prevented  my 
making  an  earlier  re])ort. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  r.  McKinney, 

Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Reserve  Brigade. 

No.  4. 

Headquarters  Third  BRUiADE,  First  IfiAasioN,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

August  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth  : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  receiA^ed  from  you  last  night,  I  have  the  honor  to 
return  to  you  the  folloAving  report: 

On  the  nu)rniug  of  tlie  12tli,  in  i)ur8uance  to  orders  receiA^ed  from  headciuartcrs 
First  Division,  Sixth  Cor])S,  I  marched  my  brigade  to  Winchester,  arriAong  here  at 
12  m.  I  found  a  Confe<lerate  hospital  established  then^  under  charge  of  Doctor 
J.OA'e  and  two  assistant  surgeons,  C.  S.  Army.  Tliero  avci  o  about  sixty  r(dud  AA'ounded 
and  thirty  Federal,  all  reported  serious  cases.  A  ])Ost  hos])ital  of  Merritt’s  lu’igade 
was  also  established.  There  Avere  about  forty  Avounded  Federals  in  it.  A  number 
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of  onr  wounded  are  concealed  by  Union  families,  and  tbey  are  very  anxious  to  be 
removed  toward  Washington.  There  are  several  wmunded  rebel  officers  concealed 
in  Winchester  by  secession  families ;  also  a  number  of  wounded  enlisted  men.  From 
information  received  before  the  arrival  of  Prigadier-General  Kenly,  I ‘think  that 
a  thorough  search  should  be  made  for  prisoners,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war.  The 
Union  families  are  anxious  to  have  a  thorough  search  made;  are  willing  to  submit 
to  it  themselves,  and  say  that  a  thorough  search  has  never  been  made  in  Winches¬ 
ter.  On  the  afternoon  of  August  12,  160  guerrillas  intended  making  a  dash  into 
Winchester  (not  knowing  that  an  infantry  force  was  there)  by  the  Martinsburg 
pike.  Learning  this  on  my  arrival  there  1  placed  the  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  in  position  to  capture  them,  and  allowed  no  one  to  leave  the  city;  but 
they  (the  rebels)  crossed  to  the  Bcrryville  •i)ike  and  skirmished  with  my  X)icket8 
for  an  hour,  showing  only  twenty  or  thirty  men,  then  left.  Brigadier-General  Kenly 
arrived  before  the  train  in  Winchester,  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  1.3th.  The  head  of  the 
train  arrived  at  9  a.  m.  The  mules  were  so  exhausted  that  it  was  necessary  to  water 
and  feed  before  ]iroceeding,  and  it  was  12  m.  before  the  train  was  closed  uj).  At  12  m. 
I  started  the  train  for  this  jioint  ami  arrived  here  at  7  ]).  m.  with  every  wagon  closed 
uji.  When  I  left  General  Kenly  had  about  150  men  at  Winchester.  The  train  of 
Merritt’s  cavalry  brigade  Avas  captured  near  Berryville  while  under  General  Kenly. 
Captain  Maun,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  the  entire  train,  rejiorts  that 
there  was  no  quartermaster  with  that  x^art  of  the  train;  that  they  unhitched  and  fed 
without  authority.  Too  much  x^raise  cannot  be  given  the  lojml  Union  families  of 
Winchester.  They  attended  our  wounded  night  and  day,  and  have  used  all  their 
coffee,  tea,  sugar,  &c.,  for  sick  and  x^risoners,  so  much  so  that  they  are  in  actual  want 
themselves.  When  our  prisoners  x^'^ssed  through  Winchester  they  suxii)lied  them, 
receiving  insults  from  the  rebel  officers,  and  were  ordered  away;  but  the  guard  of 
enlisted  men  allowed  them  to  distribute  food  secretly.  They  rex)ort  our  men  (x)ris- 
oners)  starving  and  crying  for  food.  I  would  resx')ectfully  suggest,  if  possible,  that 
commissary  stores  be  distributed  among  those  Union  families  of  Winchester  who  have 
used  their  supplies  to  feed  our  sick,  wounded,  and  x>i‘i!^oners.  It  was  reported  in 
Winchester  that  a  corps  of  the  enemy  had  been  sent  to  re-enforce  Early,  but  nothing 
definite  could  be  learned. 

Very  resx^ectfully, 

().  EDWARDS, 
Colonel,  ('ommandbuj  Brigade. 

No.  5.  ^ 

AcTiNd  Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade, 

August  15,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  H.  H,  Emmons, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Creneral,  Cavalry  Beservc  Brigade: 

Sir;  On  the  12th  instant  I  received  orders  from  Captain  ^Mann,  in  charge  of  the 
army  train,  to  move  the  train  to  the  front.  The  order  of  march  xihaced  the  cavalry 
train  in  the  rear  of  all.  At  this  tiiiie  1  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  more  than  200 
sacks  of  grain,  although  I  had  my  wagons  at  the  dex)ot  from  morning  until  night  the 
two  xjrevious  days.  Under  these  circumstances  I  thought  best  to  send  xiart  of  the 
train  on  under  Captain  McKinney,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  brigade,  and 
remain  myself  with  the  enq^ty  wagons  (seventeen)  to  hurry  the  loading  of  them, 
and  bring  them  on  that  night  or  next  morning.  I  could  not  get  the  teams  loaded 
until  near  1  p.  m.  on  the  13th  instant.  In  the  meantime  I  learned  the  train  had  been 
captured.  Herewith  is  Captain  McKinney’s  report"  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  cax>ture  of  the  train. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  is  forty  teams,  six  traveling  forges.  The  train  was  loaded 
with  regimental  proxierty,  subsistence  stores,  forage,  quartermaster’s  stores  and 
clothing,  canqi  and  garrison  equixiage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DEAN, 

First  Lieutenant,  Eeginiental  Quartermaster  First  U.  S.  Cavalry, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster  Cavalry  Beserve  Brigade. 

No.  6. 


Berryville,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 
Assistant  Ad.iutant-General  to  General  Weber: 

Maj.  .John  Mosby  attacked  the  rear  of  su]q)ly  train  cn  route  for  Winchester  at  this 
Xilace  at  sunrise  this  morning  and  succeeded  in  destroying  by  fire  about  twenty 
wagons,  and  ran  off  the  teams  of  twenty  more.  If  teams  and  drivers  with  the  neces- 

See  xiaper  No.  3,  ante. 
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sary  guards  are  sent  here  twenty  wagons  with  their  loads  can  be  saved.  I  was 
camped  with  my  command  last  night  on  the  pike  live  miles  from  Winchester. 
Immediately  on  hearing  of  the  attack  on  the  train  I  moved  my  command  to  this 
place  with  all  ])ossible  speed,  and  arrived  here  at  6.45  a.  m.  The  enemy,  discovering 
our  approach,  retreated  in  haste  across  the  country.  Our  forces  are  following,  hut 
there  is  very  little,  if  any,  chance  of  recovering  more  property  than  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  above.  Moshy  had  a  mountain  howitzer,  which  he  used  in  the  attack. 

Yours,  respectfullv, 

P.  M.  FARRINGTON, 

Major,  Commandin<i  First  Jxliodr  Island  Caralry. 

After  which  the  Board  adjonriied  to  meet  at  h  a.  m.  following  day. 

Hdqks.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

H(U'per\^  Ferry^  IF.  Va.j . September  .9,  1SG4, 
Pursuant  to  adjournment,  Board  met  at  9  a.  m.  this  day,  Brigadier- 
General  Stevenson  presiding.  Colonel  Graham  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook  both  being  present. 

Brigadier-General  Kenly  being  duly  sworn  testified  as  follows: 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  August,  wliile  lying  at  Halltown,  an  orderly  brought 
me  from  Harper’s  Ferry  orders  from  Major-General  Sheridan  to  escort  a  train  to 
Winchester.  The  order  directed  mo  to  reach  Winchester  that  evening,  the  12th.  It 
was  at  9.40  a.  m.  that  I  received  the  order.  The  order  directed  how  the  trains  were 
to  move,  whieh  was — first,  the  train  of  the  Sixth  Corps;  second,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps;  third,  that  of  the  army  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia;  next,  the  Cav¬ 
alry  Corps  train.  I  was  also  direct(‘d  to  bring  with  mo  General  Emory’s  battery ; 
that  I  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  train,  and  that  it  would  be 
entirely  under  my  control,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Immediately  after  receipt  of  order  I  assembled  my  staff  officers  together  and  read 
the  order  to  them  and  sent  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Iluidekoper,  One  hundred 
and  fiftieth  I’ennsylvania  Volunteers,  into  Har])er’s  Ferry  to  hurry  out  the  trains 
and  bring  up  the  battery.  I  then  proceeded  to  issue  my  orders,  which  were  to  the 
following  etfect:  That  tlie  train  would  move  according  to  the  order  of  General 
Sheridan.  My  own  brigade  train  (Gene^'al  Kenly’s)  was  put  in  the  rear  of  the 
Cav  alry  Cor})s  train.  My  brigade  consisted  of  three  small  regiments,  the  Third 
Maryland,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth 
Ohio  National  Guards,  the  two  latter  100-days’  men.  It  was  the  turn  of  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-fourth  Ohio  to  be  rear  guard.  My  orders  were,  and  so  delivered 
to  the  colonels  commanding,  in  Avriting:  Two  com])anies  of  the  Third  Maryland 
should  i)recede  the  leading  Avagons  of  the  train,  and  the  remainder  ot  the  regiment 
AAxas  to  be  distriliutcd  in  the  train  in  the  ])ro])ortion  of  one  com])any  to  every 
twenty  wagons,  counting  from  the  head  of  the  train.  The  com])auies  of  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Ohio  National  (Liard  Avere  to  be  distributed  in  the 
pro])ortion  of  one  company  to  CA’cry  tAventy  or  thirty  Avagons,  counted  from  the  rear 
of  the  wagons  guarded  by  the  Third  Maryland.  Tlie  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth 
Ohio  National  (luard  was  directed  to  be  distributed  in  the  folloAving  manner:  Tavo 
com])auies,  under  charge  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  regiment,  Avere 
ordered  to  be  posted  in  the  rear  of  the  last  Avagon  of  the  train.  There  Avere  but  six 
companies  in  the  regiment,  and  the  remaining  companies  Avere  directed  to  he  dis¬ 
tributed  betAveen  every  twenty  wagons,  counting  from  rearmost  end  of  the  train.  I 
also  ordered  that  should  the  battery  report,  one  section  of  it  should  march  at  the 
head  of  the  train,  in  the  rear  of  the  tAvo  companies  of  the  advanced  guard;  one 
section  in  middle  of  train,  supported  by  a  company  of  infantry,  and  one  section  in 
the  rear  of  the  train,  in  advance  of  the  tAvo  compTinies  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  Ohio. 

At  the  time  these  orders  were  issued  I  Avas  totally  ignorant  of  the  number  of 
wagons  that  Avould  constitute  the  train,  except  so  far  as  1  could  judge  of  the  num¬ 
ber  from  seeing  the  wagons  the  preceding  day  lying  inside  of  BoliAmr  Heights. 
These  orders  Avere  issued,  delivered  to  the  regimental  commanders,  and  the  regiments 
ready  to  march  before  my  aide  returned,  and  before  a  single  Avagon  had  reached 
HalltoAvn,  Avhere  my  troops  Avere  lying.  Bet\A^een  11  and  12  o’clock  some  wagons 
came  down  the  road  from  Bolivar  and  halted  Avhere  my  troo])s  were  lying  on  the 
roadside  I  rodt-  toward  tlnuii  to  ascertain  avIio  Avas  in  charge  of  tlnnn,  but  I  could 
not  huirn  fj’oni  any  one  who  w'as  in  charge,  but  Avas  told  )>y  one.  of  my  stall'  oflicers, 
Avhom  I  s(‘nt  to  inquire,  that  there  Avas  a  <iuartermaster  oauu’  among  a  grouj)  of  dis¬ 
mounted  men  near  the  roadside.  I  sent  lor  him  and  diia'cted  him  to  re]>ort  to  me. 
He  came  promptly  and  reported  that  he  Avas  Captain  Russell,  (luartermaster  Sixth 
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Corps,  and  in  charge  of  the  Sixth  Corps  train.  I  told  him  Avho  1  was,  and  that  1 
was  in  charge  of  the  escort  of  the  train,  and  that  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  get 
the  train  started  as  soon  as  possible.  All  this  time  I  supposed  that  the  train  in  the 
road  had  been  moved  from  Bolivar  Heights  by  my  aide,  whom  I  sent  for  that  i>urpose. 
A  few  wagons  were  slowly  merving  from  Bolivar  toward  Halltown,  when  the  head  of 
the  train,  the  leading  wagons,  commenced  moving  from  Halltown.  I  rode  uj)  tiie 
road  toward  Charlestown  to  see  the  train  pass.  After  nine  wagons  ])assed  mesolong  an 
interval  elajised  that  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  halt  those  Avagons  and  learn  by  whose 
orders  they  had  moA^ed.  He  returned  and  reported  that  they  Avere  the  Avagons  of  a 
brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  had  been  moved  by  the^  order  of  a  wagon-master. 
I  rode  back  to  HalltoAvn  to  see  Captain  Russell,  <iuartermaster  Sixth  Corps.  Before 
I  met  him  an  order  in  pencil  writing  was  shown  me,  by  Avhom  issued  1  could  in.t 
make  out,  directing  that  all  the  ammunition  Avagons  should  remain  l)ehind  and  be 
driA'en  into  Bolivar  Heights.  The  mounted  orderly  who  had  the  order  referred  to 
stated  to  mo  verbally  that  the  orders  Avere  that  all  the  ammunition  should  l>e  left 
behind.  I  immediately  sent  an  order  to  my  ordnance  officer,  who  was  in  charge  of 
my  ammunition  train,  to  AvithdraAV  his  train  and  remain  behind.  I  uoav  met  Captain 
Russell,  who  informed  me  that  the  nine  Avagons  referred  to  had  moved  Avithout  his 
orders.  There  was  still  a  large  gap  between  the  rearmost  Avagon  of  those  lying  at 
Halltown  and  Bolivar  Heights,  a  gap  of  at  least  a  mile,  although  some  disconnected 
wagons  were  passing  from  Bolivar  Heights.  At  this  time,  about  1  p.  m.,  my  aide 
came  from  Harper’s  Ferry  and  reported  to  me  that  the  trains  all  had  their  orders, 
other  than  those  issued  by  me,  and  that  there  Avas  so  much  confusion  among  them, 
and  learning  that  Cai)tain  McGonnigle,  General  Sheridan’s  chief  (quartermaster,  Avas 
in  Harper’s  Ferry,  he  rode  in  to  see,  and  to  communicate  my  orders;  that,  after  much 
inquiry,  he  found  that  he  was  at  Captain  Gardner’s,  post  (piartermaster  at  Har])er’8 
Ferry.  He  Avent  there  and  Avas  told  by  Captain  Gardner  that  Captain- McGonnigle 
was  asleep;  that  he,  McGonnigle,  had  ridden  all  the  preceding  night;  that  he.  Cap¬ 
tain  Gardner,  Avouhl  not  disturb  him;  that  the  necessary  orders  had  l)een  issued  for 
starting  the  train.  I  asked  my  aide  if  he  had  l)rought  the  battery  with  him.  He 
replied  that  he  could  not  find  it;  that  he  had  inquired  of  eA^erybody  and  uo  one 
could  tell  him  aliout  it. 

Upon  loarning  that  the  trains  had  received  their  orders  from  some  one  other  than 
myself,  I  presumed,  and  was  so  told,  that  the  battery  had  received  its  orders.  By 
1.30  o’clock,  as  the  AA^agons  Avere  coming  rapidly  oA^er  Bolivar  Heights,  I  ordered  the 
head  of  the  train  at  Halltown  to  move  foi'Avard,  and  the  troops  Avere  commenced 
being  distributed  as  the  train  moA^cd  on.  I  rode  up  the  road  to  a  ])oint  about  mid- 
Avay  betAveeu  IlalltoAvn  and  CharlestoAvn  to  see  the  train  pass,  and  that  the  escort 
Avas  in  its  proper  positions.  I  remained  at  this  point  until  lietween  3.30  and  4 
o’clock,  and  seeing  that  the  train  Avas  passing  in  a  disconnected  manner,  Avith  gaps 
between  the  Avagons,  shortly  after  taking  my  position  at  this  ])oint,  I  sent  a 
staff  officer.  Lieutenant  Alexander,  to  halt  the  train  this  side  of  CharlestoAAUi,  to 
park  it  as  it  came  up,  and  not  suffer  a  Avagon  to  leave  until  I  sent  him  orders;  and 
that  otherwise  the  head  of  the  train  would  be  at  Berry  ville  before  the  rear  left  Hall- 
toAvn.  Whilst  at  this  point,  I  should  think  about  3  o’clock,  Captain  Russcdl.  assist¬ 
ant  (piartermaster  Sixth  Corps,  rode  up  to  me  and  commenced  deprecating  the  slow 
manner  in  AAdiieh  the  train  Avas  coming  up,  and  we  both  agreed  that  there  must  be 
some  trouble  behind  at  Bolivar  Heights  or  Harper’s  Ferry.  I  Avas  as  yet  ignorant 
that  there  Avas  a  (piartermaster  in  charge  of  the  train,  and  learning  from  him,  on 
inquiring,  that  he  was  the  senior  quartermaster  Avith  the  train,  I  ordered  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  train.  I  gave  him  the  order  of  march  of  the  train,  Avhich  I 
found  he  was  acipiainted  Avith,  and  told  him  that  I  had  ordered  my  oavu  brigade 
train  to  move  in  rear  of  the  (Javalry  Corps  train;  that  no  ]dace  had  been  assigned 
it,  and  I  ordered  it  to  march  in  the  rear;  and  I  think  I  told  him  that  I  ordered  my 
ammunition  train  to  remain  behind,  that  such  I  understood  to  be  the  orders,  that 
there  Avere  to  be  no  ammunition  AA^agons  in  the  train.  I  imiuired  ot  Captain  Russell 
if  he  kneAV  Iioaa^  many  Avagons  Avere  in  the  train,  as  I  Avished  to  see  it  the  escort 
Avere  properly  distributed.  1  think  that  his  answer  was  that  he  judged  that  tkore 
were  about  400  or  500,  but  that  the  number  had  not  been  reported  to  him.  This 
conA'ersation  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  Avhen  Captain  Russell  sprang  on  his  horse, 
and  sent  the  persons  who  Avere  with  him  to  hurry  tip  the  trains,  and  started  himself 
for  the  same  purpose.  About  twenty  minutes  after  Captain  Russell  left  me,  Avhile 
still  on  the  roadside  Avatching  and  hurrying  ii])  the  train  as  it  passed,  Cai)tain  INIaim, 
assistant  (piartermaster  Nineteenth  Corps,  rode  up  to  Avhere  I  aa^ts  standing  on  the 
roadside  and  rejiorted  to  mo  that  he  Avas  in  charge  of  the  train.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  ai)pointed  Captain  Russell,  of  the  KSixth  Corps,  to  take  charge  of  and  have 
entire  control  of  the  train;  that  he  AAais  the*  senior  <iuartermastcr  Avith  the  li’aiii,  as 
I  had  been  informed.  (hiptainMaun  replied  by  taking  from  his  pocket  a  written 
order,  Avhich  I  read,  from  Caqdain  McGonnigle,  chief  (piartermaster  Middle  Mili¬ 
tary  Division,  ordering  Captain  Mann  to  take  charge  of  the  train.  In  Captain 
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Mann’s  orders,  the  order  of  march  of  the  train  was  the  same  as  I  had  issued,  except 
that  there  was  no  mention  made  of  my  own  brigade  train.  I  called  attention  to 
this,  and  directed  him  to  jilace  my  train  in  rear  of  Cavalry  Corps  train.  I  then  sent 
a  staft'  officer  to  find  Captain  Russell  and  to  say  to  him  that  his  appointment  was 
revoked;  that  Captain  Mann,  quartermaster  Nineteenth  Corps,  had  been  ordered  by 
Captain  McGonnigleto  take  charge  of  the  train,  and  to  make  my  apologies  for  hav¬ 
ing  given  him  any  unnecessary  trouble. 

I  inquired  of  Captain  Mann  why  it  was  that  the  wagons  came  along  so  slowly, 
and  if  he  knew  how  many  wagons  would  be  in  the  train.  He  replied  that  he  judged 
there  would  be  about  600  wagons,  and  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  trouble  getting 
the  Cavalry  Corps  train  started  from  Harper’s  Ferry.  I  explained  to  him  (Captain 
Mann)  the" pressing  nature  of  General  Sheridan’s  order;  that  I  believed  the  army 
would  be  out  of  supplies  that  night;  that  I  was  determined  to  get  the  train  into 
Winchester  by  daylight  next  morning,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  issue  supplies  next  day, 
and  that  he  must  spare  no  exertion  to  get  the  train  forward  as  promptly  as  possible. 
I  also  explained  to  him  the  disposition  I  had  made  of  the  escort.  I  then  directed 
him  to  go  to  the  rear,  close  up  the  train,  see  that  rear  guard  was  in  its  proper  place 
in  rear  of  rearmost  wagon  of  the  train,  and  that  when  he  was  ready  to  move  to  send 
me  word;  that  I  was  going  up  to  the  head  of  the  train  near  Charlestown.  We  both 
mounted;  he  rode  down  the  road  toward  Halltown  and  I  up  toward  Charlestown  to 
the  head  of  the  train. 

Whilst  there,  and  at  4.15  p.  m.,  I  received  a  note  from  Captain  Mann  by  an  or¬ 
derly,  which  was  to  the  purport:  “All  is  in  order”  (or  the  train  is  in  order) ;  “you 
can  move  on.”  1  wrote  on  the  note  in  pencil,  “All  right,  I  shall  move,”  or  “  I  am 
moving,”  and  sent  the  note  thus  indorsed  back  to  Captain  Mann  by  the  same  or¬ 
derly.  The  train  had  not  started  when  I  received  the  note,  but  I  gave  orders  imme¬ 
diately  for  it  to  move,  and  it  started  within  five  minutes  after  I  gave  the  order. 
While  standing  on  the  roadside  between  Halltown  and  Charlestown  I  judge  that  some 
400  wagons  had  passed  l)efore  I  proceeded  toward  Charlestown  to  the  head  of  the 
train,  and  I  thought,  from  seeing  the  troops  which  passed  me,  that  they  were  in  posi¬ 
tion,  according  to  my  orders,  as  far  as  they  had  come  up. 

The  train  moved  through  Charlestown  at  4.20  and  took  the  road  toward  Berry  ville 
as  I  was  ordered.  I  ordered  two  halts  before  I  got  to  Berryville  to  refresh  the  men 
and  enable  the  train  to  close  up.  At  the  halt  before  I  got  to  Berryville,  the  last 
one,  about  sundown,  several  officers  came  to  me  and  applied  for  permission  to  make 
cofitee,  which  I  refused..  At  this  halt  Captain  Russell  came  to  me  and  stated  that  it 
was  desirable  the  animals  should  be  watered;  that  many  of  them  had  been  har¬ 
nessed  all  day  and  had  no  water.  I  replied  that  it  was  my  purpose  to  halt  the  tr;.iu 
at  the  first  water  where  it  would  be  convenient  to  park  the  train  and  water  the  ani¬ 
mals.  I  continued  on  with  the  train  until  we  reached  the  stream  at  this  side  of  and 
near  to  Berryville.  I  here  ordered  a  halt,  moving  the  advanced  guard  of  two  com- 
pani(5S  across  the  stream,  and  also  a  squad  of  some  twenty  men  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
whom  I  had  organized  at  Halltown,  and  who  had  been  directed  and  did  march  about 
200  yards  in  advance  of  the  escort.  I  then  rode  back  to  see  Captain  Russell,  who 
Avas  in  advance  of  his  train,  to  consult  liim  about  the  proper  method  of  parking  the 
wagons  so  as  the  animals  could  be  Avatered.  He  Avent  to  Avork  at  once  to  park  the 
train  on  the  road,  and  on  both  sides  of  it.  I  then  ordered  a  picket-line  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  went  in  person  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  it.  I  found  the  squad  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  men  lying  in  the  road,  and  but  one  man  iii  the  squad  obeyed  my  orders 
to  get  up.  I  then  went  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  two  companies  that  was  in 
the  road  in  advance  of  the  train  and  ordered  him  to  picket  the  road  to  Berryville, 
and  to  extend  his  pickets  to  the  left  of  hill,  which  I  pointed  out  to  him.  I  also 
ordered  two  of  my  mounted  orderlies  to  act  as  vedettes  in  advance  of  the  picket¬ 
line.  After  seeing  the  j)icket-line  established,  I  returned  to  the  head  of  the  train, 
where  1  found  Captain  McGonnigle.  I  inquired  if  he  knew  of  any  of  our  caAuilrj^ 
being  at  Berryville.  He  replied  that  there  Avere  none  there,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  knoAvledge.  At  this  moment  some  mounted  men  ])a8sed  and  I  inquired  Avho  they 
Avere.  They  replied  that  they  belonged  to  the  Signal  Corps.  1  reejnested  Captain 
McGonnigle  to  see  the  officer  in  charge  and  request  him  to  send  his  men  out  as 
A^edettes,  indicating  the  direction  in  which  I  Avished  they  should  be  posted,  Avhicli 
he  jironiptly  ])roceeded  to  do.  It  was  now,  I  judge,  about  10  p.  m.  Captain  Fallon, 
of  the  Third  Maryland  Regiment,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  two  advance  com¬ 
panies,  jusked  me  Avhen  I  proposed  starting.  I  replied  that  the  trains  Avere  com¬ 
ing  in  nicely;  that  the  animals  were  being  watered,  and  I  thought  in  about  an 
hour.  -He  ansAvered  that  his  men  were  so  tired  they  Avould  not  even  make  coffee; 
that  he  thought  that  they  ought  to  have  about  tAvo  hours’  rest.  I  told  him  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and  tliat  he  must  bo  ready  with  his  command  to  march  wlien 
I  gave  tlie  orders.  At  about  11  ]).  m.  Captain  McGonnigle  came  to  me  and  stated 
that  h<^  thouglit  tlie  liea<l  of  tlni  train  had  better  move  on.  I  represented  to  him 
the  condition  of  the  men,  Avho  had  been  on  their  feet  nearly  all  day,  and  that  they 
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were  very  much  fatigued;  that  I  would  give  them  fifteen  minutes  more  sleep  and 
then  order  the  advance.  This  I  did,  going  in  person  to  see  the  order  obeyed.  I 
found  the  men  of  the  advance  guard  still  lying  in  tlie  road  after  the  advance  was 
ordered.  (*a,ptain  Fallon  got  his  men  up,  called  in  his  ])ickets,  and  at  11.30  started  the 
train.  The  squad  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  had  acted  as  an  advance  guard,  did  not 
and  would  not  move,  and  I  marched  y)ast  them  with  the  two  leading  companies  of 
the  escort.  Before  starting,  Captain  McGonnigle  came  to  me  and  inquired  if  he 
should  go  to  the  head  of  the  train  or  remain  at  the  rear.  I  replied  that  Captain 
Mann  had  my  orders  to  remain  with  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  that  I  would  rather 
he  would  remain  with  the  advance,  and  that  I  had  left  a  staff  officer.  Lieutenant 
Huidekoi)er,  with  orders  to  remain  and  see  that  the  wagons  had  all  started,  that  the 
escort  Was  in  its  proper  places,  and  then  ride  forward  and  report  to  me;  that  I 
would  be  at  the  head  of  the  train.  The  first  balk  on  the  march  was  occasioned  by 
a  large  tree  across  the  road,  about  two  miles  beyond  Berry ville  (on  leaving  Berry- 
ville  I  took  the  direct  road  to  Winchester).  This  was  avoided  (the  tree)  by  turn¬ 
ing  into  the  woods  on  the  left.  The  wagons  moved  very  slowly  through  the  woods, 
as  it  was  very  dark  and  the  road  not  clearly  defined..  I  remained  th('re  a  short  time 
and  saw  the  wagons  i)assing.  There  was  no  obstacle  to  the  wagons  passing  through 
the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  tree,  and  I  went  to  the  front.  The  next  halt  was  occasioned 
by  a  very  dangerous  Imidge,  over  which  I  hesitated  to  let  the  train  pass.  Whilst 
halting,  I  sent  to  discover  if  a  road  could  not  l)e  found  above  or  below  the 
bridge.  One  was  found  on  the  right  of  the  bridge,  not  far  from  it,  which  seemed  as 
if  it  had  been  used.  The  wagons  commenced  passing  over  at  this  crossing,  and 
after  about  a  dozen  had  passed  without  any  trouble,  I  again  went  forward  to  the 
head  of  the  train.  I  supposed  some  fifty  or  sixty  wagons  had  crossed  when  word 
was  ])rought  to  me  that  a  wagon  had  got  choked  and  was  broken  down  in  the 
crossing.  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  as  I  was  giving  directions  what  to  do.  Cap¬ 
tain  Mann  rode  up  from  the  rear.  He  said  if  I  would  send  back,  or  give  him  my 
pioneer  corps,  which  was  composed  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty  men,  and  which  I 
should  have  mentioned  had  marched  in  front  of  the  advance  companies  from  Hall- 
toAvn,  he  would  or  could  repair  the  bridge.  I  directed  Captain  Mann  to  take  charge  of 
the  })ioneer  corps,  and  send  me  word  when  the  bridge  was  done  and  the  train  moving. 
This  he  did  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  he  left  with  the  ])ioneers,  and  tliat 
the  wagons  were  passing  over  the  bridge  nicely.  I  moved  on  until  I  came  across  a 
heavy  sutler’s  wagon,  which  blocked  up  the  road  and  was  being  plundered  by  a 
crowd  of  unarmed  stragglers  who  had  forced  their  way  to  the  head  of  the  train,  des]nte 
my  efforts  to  have  them  kept  back.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  wagon  out  of  the 
road  and  the  train  moved  on.  I  pushed  on  until  I  got  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  Opequon.  At  this  point  Captain  Fallon  came  to  me  and  said  that  his  men  could 
go  no  farther  without  a  rest.  Would  I  not  halt?  I  ordered  a  halt  and  remained  for 
fifteen  minutes,  when  I  again  moved  forward  and  crossed  the  Oy)equon  with  the 
advance  of  the  train  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13^h. 

Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  a.  m.  on  Monday,  September  12. 

Monday,  September  12,  1864. 

Board  met  pursuant  to  ad  journment.  All  present,  G  eneral  Stevenson 
[)residing. 

The  examination  of  General  Kenly  was  resumed,  as  follows: 

General  Kenly;  Before  I  left  Berry  ville  the  train  was  still  coming  in  smoothly 
and  in  order.  From  a  personal  inspection,  and  judging  irom  the  number  of  wagons 
reported  to  me  by  Captain  Mann,  I  felt  satisfied  at  the  time  I  left  Berryville  that 
the  rear  of  the  train  would  have  left  there  by  2.30  or  3  o’clock  in  the  morning,  as  it 
was  my  purpose  to  cross  the  Opequon  before  daylight  with  the  head  of  the  train. 
I  personally  superintended  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  by  the  head  of  the  train, 
and  remained  at  the  stream  until  some  forty  or  fifty  wagons  had  crossed  it.  1 
reached  the  heights  overlooking  the  town  of  Winchester  with  the  head  of  the  train 
shortly  after  sunrise.  I  could  discover  no  sign  of  a  cam})  or  any  evidence  whatever 
that  our  troops  were  at  or  near  Winchester.  Not  a  soldier  could  be  seen.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  a  halt  and  directed  Captain  Russell  to  park  his  train,  wliich  was  in 
the  advance.  Captain  McGonnigle  was  with  me.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  he  had 
better  ride  into  town  to  ascertain  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  train,  iind  when  lie 
learned  to  notify  me.  I  awaited  the  return  of  Ca])tain  McGonnigle  for  from  one  ainl 
a  half  to  two  hours,  during  the  whole  of  Avliich  time  the  train  was  coming  in 
smoothly  and  being  jiarked  on  the  hills  overlooking  Winchester  and  in  sight  of  it, 
when  I  received  a  note  from  Captain  McGonnigle  informing  me  that  the  army 
had  moved;  that  Colonel  Edwards,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
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was  in  town,  and  that  he  had  orders  for  me,  and  that  he,  Captain  McGonnigle, 
thought  that  the  train  had  hettei-  he  moved  into  town  so  that  the  animals  could  bo 
fed  and  watered.  I  sent  the  note  to  Captain  Russell,  [informing  him]  that  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  Captain  McGonnigle  was  approved,  and  for  him  to  remove  the  train 
into  the  town,  which  was  promptly  done.  Before  I  left  the  spot,  and  ])efore  the 
train  started,  my  aide,  whom  I  had  left  at  Berryville,  returned  and  reported  to 
me  that  the  wagons  on  the  road  were  coming  on  in  order,  but  that  there  had 
been  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  the  rear  of  the  train  started  from  Berry¬ 
ville.  I  in([uired  if  Captain  JNiann  was  there.  lie  r(n)lied  that  he  was.  I  asked 
him  if  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller  was  there  with  his  rear  guard.  He  reidied 
that  he  was,  and  had  come  to  him  for  instructions;  that  there  was  a  large  train 
reported  as  coming  up,  which  must  have  left  Harper’s  Ferry  long  after  the  train 
which  he  was  guarding,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  he  should  remain  to  guard  that. 
Mr.  Huideko])er  informed  me  that  he  told  Colonel  Miller  that  his,  Colonel  Miller’s, 
orders  were  to  guard  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  he  was  to  remain  to  guard  these 
wagons  now  behind,  and  which  w<‘re  said  to  be  coming  up.  Colonel  Miller  informed 
Lieutenant  Huidekoper  that  the  train  coming  up  had  no  escort.  Lieutenant  Huide- 
koper  further  informed  me  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  one  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
cavalry  trains  in  the  rear,  then  lying  at  Berryville;  that  after  repeated  inquiries 
among  the  train,  of  teamsters  and  others,  he  was  told  that  the  officer  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  train  had  net  left  Harper’s  Ferry,  but  had  turned  it  over  to  some  one 
else,  and  that  the  teamsters  had  received  orders  to  unhitch,  feed,  and  water;  that 
this  was  told  him  l)y  several  who  wmre  with  this  train.  He  inquired  who  gave  such 
orders.  They  said  they  did  not  know.  He  said  it  was  contrary  to  orders.  I  in¬ 
quired  of  him  if  Ca])tain  Mann  was  exerting  himself  to  get  the  train  started.  He 
rei)lied  that  both  Captain  Mann  and  Chdonel  Miller  were  hard  at  work  getting  the 
teams  hitched  u})  and  started.  This  report  was  made  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Huide¬ 
koper  while  I  was  awaiting  the  report  of  Cajitain  McGonnigle,  who  had  gone 
into  Winchester.  After  starting  tlu‘  train  1  rode  into  town  to  see  Colonel  Ed¬ 
wards.  He  gave  me  orders  from  General  Sheridan’s  headquarters  to  turn  over  the 
train  to  him,  and  to  garrison  W  inchester  with  my  brigade  until  further  orders. 
Whilst  engaged  in  writing  a  note  to  Cblonel  Forsyth,  reporting  the  arrival  of 
the  train,  some  one  came  in  and  said  the  rear  of  the  train  had  been  attacked. 
After  a  few  inquiries  I  mounted  my  horse  and  galloped  down  the  Berryville 
road,  jiassiiig  the  train,  which  was  moving  slowly  through  the  town.  About  half 
way  between  Winchester  and  the  Opequon  1  met  Captain  Mann,  who  was  riding 
toward  Winchester.  I  hurriedly  asked  him  if  it  were  true  that  the  rear  of  the  train 
had  been  attacked.  He  said  that  it  had;  that  he  could  not  get  it  started;  that  he 
himself  had  helped  to  liitch  u])  the  mules;  that  some  of  the  Vagons  had  been  cap¬ 
tured,  but  that  the  relu'ls  had  been  driven  off.  I  inquired  of  him  if  the  rear  guard 
was  there  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  He  replied  that, it  was.  My  next  question  was, 
“  How  did  they  behave  ?  ”  He  replied  that  they  behaved  well,  and  that  the  train  was 
coming  on.  I  told  him  that  the  train  had  been  ordered  into  Winchester  to  feed  and 
water,  and  I  sent  a  staff  officer  with  orders  to  Colonel  Brown,  commanding  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-ninth  Ohio,  to  move  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Miller,  if  he  needed 
it,  with  his  whole  regiment;  that  I  would  hold  the  crossing  at  the  Ope([uon  with  the 
Tliird  Maryland.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  train  still  crossing,  my 
staff  officer  returned  with  a  report  from  Colonel  Brown  that  twelve  wagons  were 
burned  and  thirteen  more  or  less  injured,  and  that  the  mules  had  been  run  off;  that 
the  rebels  had  gone  and  he  wanted  instructions.  Subsequently  to  this  he  sent  mo 
word  that  if  I  would  send  him  the  teams  he  thought  he  would  be  able  to  bring  in 
nearly  all  the  wagons.  I  immediately  sent  into  town  for  Captain  Mann,  with  orders 
to  him  to  send  all  tlie  teams  that  he  could  spare  from  the  train  to  bring  uj)  the 
wagons  from  which  the  mules  had  been  run  off.  Captain  Mann  could  not  be  found, 
and  I  unhitched  the  teams  of  my  OAvn  train  and  sent  them  back  to  Colonel  Brown, 
who  with  them  brought  up  nineteen  loaded  wagons  when  he  came  up  in  the  evening 
with  his  command,  and  what  was  left  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Ohio. 
I  also  received  information  that  there  were  some  killed  and  wounded  men  lying  at 
Berryville  (in  the  attack  on  the  train  six  of  the  rear  guard  had  been  killed  and  nine 
wounded;,  and  a  paymaster,  with  his  funds,  who  Avished  to  be  brought  to  Winchester. 
I  sent  ambulances  out,  brought  in  such  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  moved,  and  the 
]iaymaster  and  his  funds. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  General  Kenly  hied  the  original 
orders  issued  ])y  him  to  Colonel  Gilpin  and  the  other  commanding 
ohicers  ot  the  escort  before  the  train  started.  The  two  other  rcqgiments 
other  than  Colonel  Gilpiifs  (the  Third  Maryland)  were  100-days’  men, 


628 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


and  have  since  been  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  be  mustered  out  of 
service.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  order  referred  to: 

Orders.]  Headquarters  Kenly’s  Brigade, 

Ralltown,  Fa.,  August  12,  1864. 

The  hrigade  will  march  at  once  to  escort  the  trains  of  the  army  to  Winchester  by 
the  Berry ville  pihe.  The  trains  will  march  in  the  following  order:  First,  trains  of 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps;  second,  trains  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps;  third,  trains 
of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia;  fourth,  trains  of  the  Cavalry  Corps;  fifth,  trains  of 
Kenly’s  brigade.  The  troops  will  march  and  be  distributed  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Two  companies  of  the  Third  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  companies  of  this  regiment  between  every  twenty  wagons  of  the  train. 

2.  The  One  hundred  and  forty -ninth  Regiment  Ohio  National  Guard  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  by  company  between  every  thirty  wagons  next  following  those  guarded  by 
the  Third  Maryland  Regiment. 

3.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  National  Guard  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  following  manner:  two  companies  to  follow  the  -rearmost  wagon  as 
a  rear  guard,  and  the  remaining  companies  between  every  twenty  wagons,  counting 
from  the  rearmost. 

Should  the  battery  belonging  to  General  Emory’s  command  report  for  duty  it  will 
march  as  follows :  one  section  in  rear  of  the  two  leading  companies ;  one  section  in 
the  center  of  the  train,  in  rear  of  a  company  of  infantry,  and  one  section  in  the  rear 
of  the  train,  in  front  of  the  two  rear  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth 
Ohio  National  Guard.  Commanding  officers  of  regimeifts  and  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  battery  will  personally  attend  to  the  posting  and  distribution  of  their 
commands  in  accordance  with  these  orders,  and  will  give  their  imrsonal  supervision 
to  the  safe  escort  of  the  train  to  Winchester.  For  this  purpose  they  will  have  entire 
control  of  the  march  of  the  train  under  their  escort,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
brigadier-general  commanding;  who  will  be  habitually  at  the  head  of  the  train. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the  train  should  reach  Winchester  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Commanding  officers  will  be  held  responsible  that  no  unnecessary  delays  occur. 
Should  the  train  be  attacked  or  any  serious  obstacle  intervene  to  its  march  regi¬ 
mental  commanders  will  transmit  the  intelligence  promptly  to  the  brigadier-general 
commanding,  and  give  to  each  other  such  support  and  assistance  as  may  be  needed. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Keuly : 

WILL.  W.. PEABODY, 

Captain  and  Acting  lAssistanf]  Adjutant-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Maryland  Volunteers,  Potomac  Hoivje  Brigade, 

Maryland  Heights,  September  9,  1864. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  the  original  order  issued  by  Brigadier-General 
Kenly,  commanding  Separate  Brigade,  to  be  executed  in  guarding  the  trains  from 
Halltown  to  Winchester. 

‘  CHAS.  GILPIN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Maryland  Volunteers. 

Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o’clock  the  following  day,  Tuesday, 
13th. 

Tuesday,  September  13,  1864. 

Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  but  owing  to  illness  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Cook  transacted  no  business,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at 
9  a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  14th. 

Wednesday,  September  14,  1864. 

Board  met  at  9  a.  m.  pursuant  to  adjournment.  General  Stevenson 
presiding,  “and  Colonel  Graham  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cook  both 
being  present. 

Captain  Mann,  quartermaster  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  was  duly  sworn,  and  testified  as  follows: 

Ou  receiving  orders  from  chief  quartermaster  I  ordered  the  several  trains  to 
hitch  up  in  readiness  io  move.  3'here  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  525  wagons  in 
the  train  to  go  forward.  The  advance  left  Harper’s  Ferry  about  10.30  a.  m.  August 
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12,  and  from  some  reason  unknown  to  me  the  cavaliy  trains  did  not  follow  promptly. 
We  marched  until  about  11  p.  m.  without  feeding  or  watering  men  or  animals,  when 
we  arrived  at  a  small  creek  about  one  mile  this  side  of  Berry  ville.  At  that  point 
Captain  McGonnigle,  acting  chief  (piartermaster  Middle  Military  Division,  Avas  pres¬ 
ent  and  ordered  the  trains  to  be  i^arked  long  enough  to  water  the  animals  and  make 
coifee  for  the  men — the  Sixth  Corps  train  parked  on  the  right  side  of  the  road;  the 
Nineteenth  on  the  left;  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  on  the  right 
of  the  Sixth  Corps,  I  think;  the  Cavalry  Corps  to  the  rear  of  the  place  where  the 
Sixth  Corps  liad  parked,  and  pa.rtially  on  the  same  ground.  The  train  required 
about  two  and  a  half  hours  to  ])ass  a  given  point.  The  Sixth  Corps  train  moved 
out  between  12  and  1  a.  m.,  leaving,  consequently,  before  the  cavalry  train  arrived. 
They  were  followed  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps  in  regular  order,  and  this  followed  by  the 
train  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia.  AVhen  the  train  commenced  moving  General 
Kenly  gave  me  the  following  orders,  in  presence  of  Captain  AIcGonnigle,  chief  quarter¬ 
master:  ^‘1  consider  this  the  most  dangerous  point  in  the  route.  I  desire  you  to  re¬ 
main  here,  therefore,  until  every  wagon  has  passed.’'  When  the  wagons  of  the  Army 
of  West  Virginia  were  moving  out  my  chief  wagon-master  reported  to  me  that  the 
cavalry  trains  Avere  unhooked  and  feeding  their  stock.  I  immediately  Avent  to  those 
trains,  roused  the  officers  in  charge,  ordering  them  to  hook  up  their  teams  and  start 
immediately,  telling  them  Ave  Avere  in  danger  of  an  attack.  Upon  jAassing  among  the 
trains  I  discovered  one  train  that  was  not  being  hooked  up,  and  I  endeaA^ored  to  find 
some  officer  in  charge,  but  Avithout  effect.  I  then  passed  through  the  train  again  to 
find  a  Avagon-master,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  It  was  now  nearly  daylight  and  I 
dismounted  and  Avoke  up  the  drivers  myself,  one  by  one,  ordering  "them  to  immedi¬ 
ately  hook  up  their  teams.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  animals  of  this  train 
Avere  unharnessed,  but  I  am  not  positive.  The  clriA^ers  were  so  long  in  getting  this 
train  ready  that  the  sun  had  fairly  risen  Avhen  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us,  throw¬ 
ing  three  shells.  Upon  the  explosion  of  the  second  shell  I  reported  to  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  commanding  the  rear  guard  for  instructions.  At  this  time  the  train  Avas  not 
entirely  hooked  up,  the  lead  and  sAviug  mules  being  harnessed  to  their  wagons,  and 
the  wheel  mules  in  the  act  of  being  hooked.  Upon  the  explosion  of  the  first  shell 
many  of  the  clriA'ers  mounted  their  saddle  mule,  which  was  ready  saddled,  and  fled. 
When  I  reported  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  he  was  rallying  his  men  and  forming  them 
in  line.  I  should  think  there  Avere  about  seventy-fiA^e  of  them.  I  reported  to  the 
lieutenant-colonel  that  it  was  impossible  to  moA^e  the  train  to  corral  ifc,  and  asked  for 
instructions.  He  replied  he  had  none  to  giA^e.  [  told  him  the  rebel  guns  held  the 
road,  and  if  he  had  no  instructions  for  me  I  Avould  go  around  the  hill  and  hurry  the 
balance  of  the  train  away.  Ho  said,  ^‘Very  Avell.”  By  this  time  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry,  clothed  mostly  in  blue,  led  by  a  man  in  civilian  dress,  Avhecled  into  line  from 
sets  of  fours  and  commenced  firing  with  carl)ines  and  advancing  toAvard  the  train. 
At  this  point  I  left  the  train,  passed  around  the  hill,  and  rejoined  the  balance  of  the 
train  beyond  BerryAulle.  About  three  miles  beyond  BerryAhlle  I  mot  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry  going  toward  BerryAulle  upon  a  trot.  I  gave  them  Avhat  information  Avas 
in  my  power  and  hurried  on  with  the  balance  of  the  train,  which  I  reported  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Kenly  near  Winchester. 

I  am  unable  to  give  an  accurate  statement  of  the  losses,  as  I  had  no  report  from 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  train  lost,  and  did  not  again  Ausit  the  place  of  disas¬ 
ter. 

By  the  Board  : 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  did  the  rear  guard  do  all  that  they  could 
do  to  defend  and  save  the  train '? 

AnsAver.  At  the  time  I  left  I  considered  them  doing  their  full  duty.  The  lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel  had  drawn  his  men  up  in  line  and  was  perfectly  cool  and  collected, 
although  the  force  of  the  enemj^  in  view  outnumbered  the  rear  guard. 

Question.  Did  that  portion  of  the  cavalry  train  captured  park  and 
unharness  their  teams  without  orders,  and  who  was  tlie  officer  in 
charge? 

Answer.  They  unhooked  and  fed  Avithout  orders,  or  eA^en  reporting  to  me.  I  was 
unable  to  find  any  officer  in  charge  of  said  train,  either  commissioned  officer  or 
Avagon-master. 

(The  train  here  referred  to,  the  one  destroyed,  was  the  Third  Brigade 
Cavalry  lleserve  train.) 

Question.  What  officer  was  placed  in  cliarge  of  that  train  ? 

AnsAA'cr.  The  officer  re])orted  to  mo  Avas  Lieut.  William  Dean,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade. 
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Question.  Did  tlie  infantry  rear  guard  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  sec  tliem  fire,  but  heard  return  firing  along  the  line. 

Question.  What  was  the  strength  of  the  rear  guard? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  there  were  about  seventy-five  men  rallied  by  the 
lieutenant  commanding. 

(Question.  Were  the  men  of  the  rear  guard  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
held  together  as  a  body! 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  the  attack  they  lay  around  promiscuously,  asleep  on  the 
ground. 

Question.  Were  there  any  pickets  established  for  the  protection  of 
the  tibdii  from  suri)rise  while  parked? 

Answer.  There  were  none  to  my  knowledge. 

ORDERS  TO  CAPTAIN  MANN. 

Captain  Mann,  n 

Assifitant  Quartermaster : 

Dear  Sir:  The  respective  trains  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  trains  of 
General  Crook’s  command  and  cavalry,  will  start  at  once  for  Winchester,  via 
Charlestown  and  Berryville,  with  proper  loads,  as  directed  by  chief  quartermasters 
of  corps  or  commands.  The  trains  will  start  in  the  following  order  on  road:  (1) 
Sixth  Army  Corps  train;  (2)  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  train;  (3)  Army  and  Depart¬ 
ment  of  West  Virginia  train;  (4)  Cavalry  Division  train;  and  must  all  arrive  at 
‘Winchester  this  evening;  trains  to  be  escorted  by  Brigadier-General  Kenly’s  com¬ 
mand.  Make  your  arrangements  for  starting  trains,  and  call  on  me  at  office  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Gardner. 

A.  J.  McGONNIGLE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster. 

After  which  the  Board  adjourned  to  10  o’clock  the  following  day. 


Copy  of  report  of  the  amount  of  transportation  aivaiting  orders  from  the  front,  under 
charge  of  Capi.  J.  C.  Mann,  assistant  quartermaster . 


Name  of  detacliment. 


!  Number 
of 

j  wagons. 

1 

Quartermaster. 

i 

^  45 

Lieut.  H.  H.  Hornbrook . 

40 

Lieutenant  Meirill . 

i  ;i3 

Lieutenant  Pinkham . 

;  50 

Lieutenant  Dean . 

1  '41 

Lieutenant  Ballard . 

25 

Lieut.  C.  A.  Evarts . 

243 

12 

Capt.  W.  E.  M  or  ford . . .  1 

! 

!  75 

1  25 

^  15 

i 

i 

Remarks. 


General  Crook’s  command; 

First  Brigade . 

Second  Division . 

Cavalry  Division : 

Third  Brigade . 

Reserve  Brigade . 

First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade . 

Sixth  Corj)s . 

Nineteenth  Corps: 

Headquarters . 

First  Division . 

Second  Division . 

Kenly’s  brigade . 


Hay. 


Ammunition. 


Thursday^  Sejdtemher  15,  1864. 

Board  metj  full  attendance,  (leneral  Stevenson  presiding.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  absence  of  witness  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Friday,  ISeptemljer  16,  1864. 

Board  met  and  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  21st,  as  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Cook  was  ordered  to  Hagerstown  for  some  days  on  public  business. 
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Wednesday^,  September  2U  1864. 

lioard  met  pursuant  to  adjourument,  but  again  adjourned  to  wait  for 
witnevss. 

Thursday^,  Sexytember  22,  1864. 
Hoard  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Friday'^,  September  23,  1864. 
Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Saturday,  Sexyteynber  24,  1864. 
Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  Monday. 

Monday",  Sexyteynber  26,  1864. 
Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Tuesday",  Sexyteynber  27,  1864. 
Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day.  - 

Wednesday^,  Septeynber  28,  1864. 
Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 


Thursday,  September  29,  1864. 

Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Friday",  Septeynber  30,  1864. 

Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Saturday",  October  1,  1864. 

Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  Monday,. 

Monday",  October  3,  1864. 

Board  met  and  adjourned  to  following  day. 

Tuesday",  October  4,  1864. 

Board  met;  all  present.  General  Stevenson  presiding. 

Pdrst  Lieut.  William  Dean,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  regimental  (juarter- 
master  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  Cavalry  Eeserve  Brigade 
train,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Limitenaiit  Dean;  Oii  or  about  tlie  12tli  of  August  I  received  orders  from  Captain 
^laini  for  all  the  army  trains  to  move  to  YY"incbester.  This  order  assigned  the  Cavalry 
Corps  train  a  place  in  the  order  of  march  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  train.  On  this  I  went 
and  consulted  the  (jnartermasters  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  my  division  to 
determine  tlie  order  of  our  brigade  trains.  The  determination  Avas :  The  Second  Bri¬ 
gade  to  take  tlielead,  the  First  Brigade  the  second  ])lace,  and  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Bri¬ 
gade  the  rear,  tlius  plasing  it  in  the  rear  of  all.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  not  been  able 
to  get  Ibrage  to  load  mj^  forage  train — forage  train  of  the  brigade,  seventeen  wagons. 
Captain  McKinney,  the  commissary  of  the  ))rigade,  had  all  his  supplies  loaded.  On 
this  1  considered  it  best  for  the  public  service  to  send  forward  those  wagons  that 
were  loaded  witli  subsistence  stores,  &:c.,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  McKinney, 
the  commissary  of  sul)sistence  of  the  brigade,  and  I  would  remain  behind  with  the 
forage  train,  enipty,  and  hasten  the  loading  of  it,  and  have  it  ready,  if  possible,  to 
go  to  the  front  umlcr  escort  of  General  Duffic,  who,  I  understood,  was  to  go  next 
morning;  and,  if  possible,  to  bring  on  the  proper  supj)ly  train  of  the  brigade,  which 
was  on  its  Avay  from  Washington  to  ITarpeFs  Ferry,  and  expected  to  arrive  every 
moment.  I  Was,  however,  unable  to  get  my  forage  train  loaded  until  on  or  about 
the  14th  of  August.  In  the  meantime  1  heard  that  the  train  had  been  attacked  and 
destroyed,  and  Captain  McKinney  Avounded. 


632 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


By  tlie  Board  : 

Question.  Were  the  forage  and  subsistence  trains  botli  under  your 
eliarge*? 

Answer.  I'liey  were. 

Question.  For  wbat  reasons  were  the  trains  separated,  the  subsist¬ 
ence  train  being  sent  forward  and  tlie  forage  train  remaining  behind, 
and  why  did  you  remain  behind  with  the  forage  train  ^ 

AusAver.  Becanse  the  forage  train  was  not  loaded.  I  considered  it  was  necessary 
to  send  the  rations  forward  to  the  command,  and  as  it- is  my  special  duty  to  obtain 
forage  I  remained  behind  to  hasten  the  loading  and  bring  it  forward  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  I  had  tried  to  get  it  loaded  for  two  days  prerTous,  but  the  demand  for  forage 
was  so  great,  owing  to  the  unusual  number  of  carmlry  coming  in,  I  did  not  succeed. 

Lieutenant  Dean  :  I  will  here  state  I  recehmd,  while  the  trains  were  being  pre¬ 
pared,  a  note  from  General  Kenly,  addressed  to  quartermasters  in  charge  of  trains, 
stating  that  he  was  at  CharlestOAvn  with  his  command  rvaiting  to  take  charge  of 
trains  going  to  the  front,  and  wishing  to  be  informed  AAdien  the  last  train  would 
arrive  at  Charlestown.  I  informed  Captain  McKinney,  in  charge  of  the  rear  train, 
of  the  contents  of  this  note,  and  also  Lieutenant  Evai’ts,  in  charge  of  the  Second 
Brigade  train,  Avho  was  to  take  general  supervision  of  the  three  brigade  trains,  cav¬ 
alry,  and  requested  Captain  McKinney  to  send  word  to  General  Kenly  Avhen  his  train 
would  be  up. 

Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o’clock  tlie  following  day,  Friday,  7tli. 

Friday,  October  7,  1864. 

Board  met;  all  present;  issued  an  order  or  subpoena  to  Captain 
McKinney,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade,  to 
appear  before  tbem  at  their  next  sitting,  on  Monday,  October  10 
instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  and  afterward  adjourned 
to  10  o’clock  on  Monday,  October  10. 

Monday,  October  10,  1861. 

Board  met  and  for  want  of  witness  again  adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
call  of  the  president. 

Saturday,  November  13,  1864. 

Board  met  on  call  of  the  president,  and  having  heard  all  the  testi¬ 
mony  that  was  available  to  elucidate  the  subject-matter  of  inquiry, 
hnd  the  following  facts  :  That  the  guard  was  insufficient  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  wagons  constituting  the  train;  that  the  loss  of  wagons  was 
occasioned  by  the  officer  in  charge,  Capt.  E.  P.  McKinney,  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  the  Reserve  Brigade, who,  at  the  instance  of  First  Lieut. 
William  Dean,  acting  quartermaster,  assumed  to  take  charge  of  the 
train,  failing  to  look  after  his  train  personally,  and  without  orders  per¬ 
mitting  the  train  to  go  into  park,  the  drivers  to  unhitch  and  unharness 
their  animals  and  lie  down  and  go  to  sleep,  so  that  when  attacked  the 
wagons  could  not  be  moved. 

The  Board  cannot,  from  the  testimony,  fix  negligence  upon  any  indi¬ 
vidual  officer  of  the  train  guard,  but  is  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 
sufficient  picket  established  whilst  the  train  halted  to  prevent  surprise 
or  resist  sudden  attack.  The  testimony  is  conflicting  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  losses.  The  Board  affirm  the  statement  of  Brigadier-General 
Kenly  as  closely  approximating  the  losses. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General  of  Yolunteers.,  President  of  the  Board. 

S.  GRAHAM, 

Colonel  Fifth  ArtiUerij  Neiv  Yorh  Volunteers. 

R.  ELLSWORTH  COOK, 

Lieut.  Col.  First  Maryland  Begt.  Potomac  Home  Brigade  Vols. 
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Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee^  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  August 

13,  October  4  and  14. 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  August  16,  1864. 

Colonel  Mosby  reports  that  be  attacked  the  enemy’s  supjily  train 
near  Berry ville  on  the  13tb;  captured  and  destroyed  75  loaded  wagons 
and  secured  over  200  prisoners,  including  several  officers,  between  500 
and  000  horses  and  mules,  upward  of  200  beef-cattle,  and  many  valuable 
stores.  Considerable  number  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded.  His 
loss  2  killed  and'3  wounded. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Hon.  J.  A.  8EDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  October  9,  1864.  ' 
Colonel  Mosby  reports  that  a  body  of  about  a  thousand  of  the  enemy 
advanced  up  the  Manassas  road  on  the  4th  [with]  trains  of  cars  loaded 
with  railroad  material  and  occupied  Salem  and  Itectortovv^n.  He  at¬ 
tacked  them  at  Salem,  defeating  them,  capturing  fifty  prisoners,  all 
their  baggage,  camp  equipage,  stores,  &c.,  and  killed  and  wounded  a 
considerable  number.  His  loss,  two  wounded.  Enemy  is  intrenched  at 
Eectortown  with  two  long  trains  of  cars.  The  railroad  is  torn  up  and 
bridges  burned  in  their  rear  and  all  communications  cut. 

E.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chaffin’s  Bluff,  October  16, 1864. 
On  the  14th  instant  Colonel  Mosby  struck  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad  at  Duffield’s;  destroyed  U.  S.  military  train  consisting  of 
locomotive  and  ten  cars,  securing  twenty  prisoners  and  fifteen  horses. 
Among  the  prisoners  are  two  paymasters  Avith  |168,000  in  Government 
funds. 

E.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War.  ^ 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Mosby,  Forty-third  Virginia  Cavalry 

Battalion. 

Hdqrs.  43d  Virginia  Partisan  E anger  Battalion, 

September  11,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general,  the  following  brief  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  command  since  the  1st  day  of  March  last:* 

•a^or  portion  of  rei)ort  lieve  omitted,  sceVol.  XXXIII,  p.  248,  and  Vol.  XXXVII, 
Part  I,  p.  2. 
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Oil  Auji'ust  P,  Avith  a  detacliineiit  of  tliirty-seveu  men,  I  defeated  a 
body  of  100  cavalry  at  Fairfax  Station,  killing  tlie  captaiu  command¬ 
ing  and  G  men,  and  capturing  21  iirisoners  and  34  horses.  Two 
detachments  sent  out  at  the  same  time  in  Fairftix  brought  in  G 
more  prisoners  and  horses;  another  detachment  of  five  sent  to  Duf- 
field’s  Depot  brought  in  10  prisoners  Avith  their  hoi‘ses,  &c. 

On  the  morning  of  August  13  I  attacked,  near  Berryville,  the  enemy’s 
supply  train,  Avhich  Avas  guarded  by  some  700  or  800  infantry  and  cav¬ 
alry,  under  command  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Kenly.  Oonp^letely  routed 
the  guard,  Avith  a  loss  of  over  200  prisoners,  including  3  lieutenants, 
besides  scAmml  killed  and  Avounded.  Captured  and  destroyed  75  loaded 
Avagons,  and  secured  over  200  liead  of  beef-cattle,  between  500  and  GOO 
horses  and  mules,  and  many  valuable  stores.  My  loss  2  killed  and  3 
Avounded.  My  force  nuin  bered  something  over  300  men,  Avith  two  mount¬ 
ain  hoAvitzers.  One  howitzer  became  disabled  before  being  brought  into 
action  by  breaking  of  a  wheel;  the  other  after  firing  a  feAv  rounds  was 
rendered  useless  also  by  breaking  of  the  carriage. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Captains  Richards  and  William 
Chaiunan,  commanding  their  res])ective  squadrons,  for  the  bravery 
Avith  which  they  scattered  largely  superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  The 
gallant  Capt.  Sam  Chapman,  commanding  Company  E,  although  burn¬ 
ing  for  the  strife,  was  prudently  held  in  reserve. 

A  few  days  after  this  Lieutenant  Glascock,  with  fourteen  men,  cap¬ 
tured  29  prisoners,  including  seA^eral  ofdcers,  Avith  their  horses,  arms, 
&c.,  near  Kernstown.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Richards,  Avith  a  small 
squad,  killed  a  captain  and  captured  7  or  8  men  and  horses  near  Charles- 
toAvn. 

About  August  20  I  crossed  Avith  my  command  at  Snicker’s  Gap,  the 
enemy  being  near  Berryville,  sending  the  larger  portion,  under  Capt. 
William  Chapman,  to  operate  around  Berryville  and  restrain  the  enemy 
from  devastating  the  country.  With  a  small  detachment  I  Avent  to  their 
rear,  near  CharlestoAvu,  and  captured  12  prisoners  and  10  horses.  Cap¬ 
tain  Chapman,  coming  upon  a  portion  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  Avhich  Avas 
engaged  in  burning  houses,  attacked  and  routed  them.  Sucli  Avas  the 
indignation  of  our  men  at  witnessing  some  of  the  finest  residences  in  that 
portion  of  the  State  enveloped  in  fiaines  that  no  quarter  Avas  shown, 
and  about  25  of  them  Avere  shot  to  death  for  their  villainy.  About  30 
horses  were  brought  off,  but  no  prisoners. 

On  Friday,  September  3,  with  a  squad  of  six  men,  I  attacked  the 
enemy’s  outposts  in  Fairfax,  mortally  Avounding  1  and  capturing  G  men 
and  11  horses. 

On  Sunday,  September  5,  I  sent  Capt.  Sam  Chai)man,  in  command 
of  Conq)anies  C  and  E,  to  harass  the  enemy  around  Berryville,  Avhile  1 
made  a  detour  to  gain  their  rear  near  Charlestown.  Arriving  at  the 
river,  I  left  the  tAvo  companies  that  were  Avith  me  (A  and  B),  under 
Lieutenant  NTelson,  on  the  east  bank*df  the  liA^r,  Avliile,  Avith  six  more, 
I  went  on  a  reconnaissance  across  ])revious  to  carrying  my  AA^hole  force 
over.  Some  time  after  a  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  crossed  the  moun¬ 
tain  in  their  rear,  surprised  and  stampeded  them,  killing  1,  wounding  3, 
and  caiduring  3.  One  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  Avas  killed  and  5  Avounded. 
With  the  six  men  Avith  me  I  succeeded  in  cai)turing  and  bringing  out 
safely  about  25  i^risoners,  2  ambulances,  and  18  horses.  Captain  Chap¬ 
man  routed  a  largely  superior  force  near  Berryville,  killing  and  Avound- 
ing  some  15  or  20,  besides.securing  oAm*  30  x)risoners,  including  a  cap¬ 
tain  and  lieutenant,  with  their  horses,  arms,  &c. 
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MOSBY^S  OPERATIONS. 

On  September  8,  witli  about  tliirty  men,  baviiig  gained  a  position  in 
the  enemy’s  rear  near  (Jliarlesto^\'n,  I  divided  the  command  for  greater 
safety.  One  portion,  under  Captain  Eichards,  captured  a  captain  and 
12  men,  with  their  horses,  &c.j  with  mine  I  captured  a  lieutenant  and 
5  men,  with  their  liorses,  &c. 

1  have  made  no  attempt,  for  it  would  be  impossible,  to  embrace  in 
this  report  a  full  recital  of  the  innumerable  affairs  with  the  enemy  in 
which  the  heroism  of  both  men  and  officers  of  this  command  has  been 
illustrated  5  yet  the  fame  of  their  deeds  will  still  live  in  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  those  whose  homes  and  whose  liresides  their  valor  has 
defended. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEO.  S.  MOSBY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Assistan t  Adjutan t- Oeneral. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  If),  1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  for  the 
information  of  the  Department. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  activity  and  skill  of  Colonel  Mosby,  and 
the  intelligence  and  courage  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  as 
disi)la.ved  in  this  reiiort.  With  the  loss  of  little  more  than  20  men,  he 
has  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  during  the  period  embraced  in  the 
report  about  1,200  of  the  enemy  and  taken  more  than  1,600  horses  and 
mules,  230  beef-cattle,  and  85  wagons  and  ambulances,  without  count¬ 
ing  many  smaller  operations.  The  services  rendered  by  Colonel  Alosby 
and  his  command  in  watching  and  reporting  the  enemy’s  movements 
have  also  been  of  great  value.  His  operations  have  been  highly  credit' 
able  to  himself  and  his  command. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

Oeneral. 


Near  Upperville,  Va.,  October  23,  1864. 

General:  I  desire  to  make  an  explanation  in  reference  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  my  artillery,  which  you  have  probably  seen  in  Secretary  Stan¬ 
ton’s  official  bulletin.  After  the  enemy  had  accumulated  such  a  force 
on  the  Manassas  road  that  I  could  no  longer  oiipose  their  jirogress  in 
front,  I  withdrew  my  command  inside  their  lines  north  of  the  road, 
in  order  to  be  in  a  ])osition  to  assail  both  Sheridan’s  communications  in 
the  Valley  and  also  to  strike  the  road  whenever  o])])ortunity  offered. 
My  artillery  was  sent  out  to  a  place  of  concealment  in  Fauquier.  Un¬ 
fortunately  one  of  my  men  deserted  and  guided  the  enemy  to  where  it 
was.  They  captured  no  men  or  horses  with  it.  Since  their  advance 
u])  the  railroad  we  have  killed  and  captured  over  300  of  them  My  loss 
so  far  has  been  only  four  wounded  and  one  captured. 

Very  respectfidlv,  your  obeduait  servant, 

JNO.  S.  MOSBY, 
lAeu  tena  nt-  Colonel. 


General  E.  E.  Lee. 
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AUGUST  21,  1864. — Skirmish  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  E.  Cool',  First  Maryland  Potomac  Home 
Brigade  Infantry,  commandmg  JJ.  S.  forces  at  Sandy  Hool,  Md. 

Headquarters, 

Sandy  Hool,  Md.,  August  22,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeably  to  instructions 
from  headquarters,  a  scouting  party  of  the  Loudoun  (Virginia)  Eangers 
crossed  the  river  early  in  the  morning  of  August  21,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Atwell,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  where 
they  encountered  a  detachment  of  White’s  battalion ;  routed  them,  with 
a  loss  of  three  men  mortally  wounded.  Thence  proceeded  to  Dry  Hol¬ 
low  and  Grove  Meeting-House,  where  they  found  five  of  Mosby’s  com¬ 
mand;  captured  one,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  quartermaster’s  depart¬ 
ment;  the  other  four  made  their  escape.  They  bad  just  murdered  a 
sick,  paroled  Federal  soldier.  They  then  returned  to  camp  by  the  way 
of  Goose  Creek  Meeting-House,  Harmony,  and  Waterford.  Heard  of 
no  enemy  in  force  north  of  Eectortown.  Longstreet’s  command  reported 
at  Sperryville  Gap  and  Front  Eoyal.  Four  companies  of  White’s  and 
Mosby’s  commands  are  the  only  troops  supposed  to  be  in  Loudoun 
County. 

I  am,  captain,  most  resi)ectfully,  &c., 

E.  E.  COOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Burleiuh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  HarpeSs  Ferry,  Va. 


Headquarters, 

Sandy  Hool,  August  22,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  report  of  a  scout  into 
Loudoun  County,  Va.,  by  a  detachment  of  the  Loudoun  Eangers  on 
the  21st  instant,  forwarded  to  headquarters  this  date,  embraces  the 
operations  and  is  the  report  of  the  scout  ordered  to  Aldie.  The  reason 
of  their  failure  to  fully  execute  the  order  is  not  stated  in  their  written 
report  to  these  headquarters,  but  have  since  learned  from  the  lieuten¬ 
ant  commanding  the  scout  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  detachment 
of  White’s  or  Mosby’s  command,  100  strong,  lying  at  or  near  that 
idace,  and  he,  having  only  about  twenty  men,  did  not  feel  safe  in 
attacking  them.  .  " 

I  am,  captain,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  COOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commandmg,  cfic. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Burleiuh, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it- General,  HarpeVs  Ferry,  Va. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  George  I).  Odell,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  Cavalry. 


August  23, 1864. 

Maj.  G.  H.  Raymond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Washington: 

Major  :  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  send  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  by 
me  to-day.  The  party  was  sent  by  me  to  investigate  the  facts  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  a  complaint,  referred  to  me  from  headquarters,  of  T.  H.  Qninan: 


Leoxardtown,  Ml).,  August  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  houor  to  make  the  following  report,  and  give  a  particular  and 
detailed  account  of  the  bushwhackers,  as  at  present  lies  in  my  power: 

On  receiving  your  dispatch  on  the  morning  of  the  IGth  relating  to  Doctor  Quinan  and 
the  blockade-runners,  I  sent  a  sergeant  and  six  men,  with  three  days^  rations,  to  Mill¬ 
stone  Landing,  witli  orders  to  leave  their  horses  there,  cross  the  Patuxent  in  a  boat, 
and  hnd  Doctor  Quinan,  in  Calvert  County,  and  from  him  learn  how  to  proceed  f urtlier. 
It  a2)x>ears  that  he  referred  them  to  the  provost-marshal,  a  civilian,  at  Drum  Point,  who 
retained  them  in  that  locality  until  yesterday  morning.  Expecting  a  schooner  in  to 
take  on  board  some  negroes,  soon  after  daylight  they  got  in  a  boat  and  went  up  to 
Cove  Point,  eight  miles,  and  while  some  were  eating  breakfast  on  the  beach  the 
others  Avere  fired  into  a  feAA^  rods  from  them  liy  three  men  in  a  ravine  near  the  road, 
and  as  the  rest  ot  the  sergeant’s  men  appeared,  about  a  dozen  more  appeared  from 
the  raAune  and  said,  ^^Come  on,  you  Yankee  sons  of  b - s,”  and  fired  another  vol¬ 

ley,  which  our  men  returned,  tliough  the  sergeant  fell  and  Wo  men  were  wounded. 
My  men  then  commenced  falling  back,  and  were  closely  followed  by  the  bushwhack¬ 
ers,  Avho  noAV  appeared  in  still  strongx  r  force,  decorated  in  gay  uniforms  and  armed 
mostly  Avith  carbines.  My  men  became  separated,  and  two  struck  out  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  farms,  supposing  that  the  nearest  point  to  Leonardtown,  and  arriAmd  here 
about  1  o’clock  this  morning  on  foot,  their  horses  being  at  Millstone  Landing.  I 
have  rc-enforced  the  squad  at  Millstone  Lauding  and  sent  two  men  oA^er  to  Calvert 
County  aiiain  to  learn  more  of  the  alfair.  My  men  and  horses  cannot  stand  a  long 
march  at  present,  or  I  should  have  gone  myself  Avith  a  squad.  I  lur^e  but  fifteen 
present  for  mounted  duty.  I  Avoiild  respectfully  recommend  you  to  haA^e  a  gun-boat 
and  small  force  of  infantry  sent  up  to  Drum  Point  for  a  feAA’  days.  Cove  Point  is 
about  thirty-five  miles  frani  here.  I  will  make  another  report  when  my  men  get 
back. 

I  remain,  Am.ry  respectfully. 


Brigadier-General  Barxes, 

Commanding . 


G.  D.  ODELL, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Mounted  Patrol. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARNES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


AUGUST  24,  1>864.- Skirmish  at  Annandale,  Va. 

R-EU'OKTS. 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  H.  Wells,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  Provost-Mar- 
shal-Gcneral  of  Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Joseph  Schneider,  Sixteenth  Ncav  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  Henry  H.  Wells,  Ttcenty-sixth  Aliehigan  Infantry, 
Provost- Alar shal- General  of  Defenses  south  of  the  Potomae. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  August  21, 1864. 
]My  cavalry  has  just  returned.  Mosby,  witli  about  250  men,  attacked 
the  stockade  at  Annandale  at  5  o’cloclc.  Posting  his  two  xtieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  on  tiie  right  and  left  of  the  road  just  out  of  carbine  range,  say 
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twenty  rods,  lired  once  and  sent  flag'  to  demand  surrender;  fired  again, 
deploying  Ids  cavalry  around  the  stockade,  and  again  demanded  a' sur¬ 
render.  This  was  repeated  three  times  and  as  often  promi)tly  refused, 
and  on  the  last  time  he  was  told  that  if  lie  sent  a  flag  of  truce  again  it 
Avould  be  fired  on.  His  artillery  firing  was  very  wild,  and  though  con¬ 
tinued  at  intervals  for  over  an  hour  no  one  was  hit.  We  had  one  horse 
killed.  A  sergeant  and  two  men  on  pi(*ket  Avere  captured.  Mosby 
retreated  and  Avas  pursued  by  Major  Horton  Avith  a  detachment  from 
Falls  Ohurcli.  The  enemy  Avent  out  by  the  AVarrenton  road. 
Kespectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Proi'^out-MarHlial- General. 

Col.  J.  H.  Tayeor, 

Assistant  A djn tan t-  General. 


No.  L>. 

Bejwrt  <tf  Capt.  Joseph  Schneider^  Sixteenth  Xew  Yorh  (Jaralri/. 

llDciRS.  Detach.  Sixteen'iti  Neav  -Tork  A"ol.  Caa^, 

Annandale  iStock(ulc,  17c,  A  upust  A),  1801. 

Sir:  Inclosed  I  haAe  the  honor  to  forAvard  a  report  of  the  repulse  of 
Mosby’s  forces  in  an  attack  on  the  stockade  at  Annandale,  Ya. : 

Wednesday  morning,  at  13  minutes  to  5  o’clock,  tlie  camp  Avas 
alarmed  by  three  shots  fired  by  the  picket  on  the  Fairfax  Court-House 
road;  immediately  after  Avhich  the  rebels  who  had  taken  the  picket, 
consisting  of  one  sergeant  and  three  men,  fired  about  three  shells 
into  our  camp;  then  a  detachment  of  about  100  men  charged  up  toAvard 
our  entrance;  being  received  there  by  a  volley,  they  sAA'^erA-ed  to  the 
south,  surrounding  the  south  and  east  side  of  our  camp.  A  flag  of 
truce  Avas  sent  demanding,  in  Colonel  Mosby’s  name,  the  surrender  of 
our  camp.  Under  coA^er  of  this  flag  of  truce  they  advanced  their  tAvo 
l^ieces  (field)  to  Avithin  300  or  400  yards  of  our  camp — one  on  the  south¬ 
west,  the  other  on  the  nortliAvest  corner.  The  question  of  surrender¬ 
ing  being  answered  in  the  negative  in  the  most  decisAe  terms  they 
coihmenced  to  bombard  our  camp  in  good  earnest,  one  piece  throwing 
shell,  the  other  one  grape.  After  firing  nearly  a  dozen  more  shots 
they  sent  another  flag  of  truce  on  the  northwest  side,  where  Captain 
Mickles  had  charge  of  the  defenses,  aaUo  told  them  not  to  come  AAuth 
any  more  flags  of  truce,  as  he  AA^ould  not  .respect  them,  which  same 
answer  tAvo  bearers  of  flags  of  truce  receiA'ecl  from  me  on  the  east  side 
of  the  camp  during  a  tour  of  inspection  I  made  around  the  abatis. 
Fin  die  g  their  persuasions,  both  in  shelling  and  negotiating,  of  no 
account,  they,  being  probably  aa  aimed  of  the  approach  of  re-enforce¬ 
ments,  after  some  further  demonstrations,  sent  their  field  pieces  up  the 
Fairfax  Court-House  road,  and  then  they  themselves  sloAvly  retired. 
1  had  seen  about  250  or  300  men  and  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
their  correct  number,  and  thought  it  only  a  feint  AAdien  tliey  left;  there- 
foi  e  I  did  not  make  any  demonstrations  to  pursue  them,  although  Com¬ 
panies  B  and  (3  had  their  horses  in  readiness.  The  attack  lasti'd 
nearly  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  they  fired  from  thirty  to  forty  cannon 
shots,  besides  some  small-arm  practice.  Tliey  wounded  tAvo  horses  of 
Company  A  and  deranged  soiiie  of  our  quarters  and  Company  C’s  sta¬ 
ble  (old  barn).  The  casualties  on  tlie  rebel  side,  as  far  as  we  can 
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learn,  were  one  man  and  three  horses  killed  and  three  ineii  Avoiinded. 
We  also  learned  that  their  force  was  over  400  men  when  they  passed 
the  Court-House.  Mrs.  Tennison,  avIjo  lives  east  of  the  camp,  refused 
the  laundresses  to  come  in  her  house,  and  told  them  get  aAvay  from 
here  into  your  camp,’’  harlboring  at  the  same  time  some  of  the  rebel 
leaders  with  whom  she  was  acquainted.  Finally,  I  have  to  state,  that 
both  officers  and  men,  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  behaved  splen¬ 
didly. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  SCHNElDElt, 

Cup/ubi,  IGtli  W.  F.  Car.,  Comdg.  Detach.  IGtli  N.  Y.  Yol.  Car. 


N.  B. — The're-enforcements  arrived  too  late  to  be  of  any  service  to  us, 
as  it  was  two  hours  and  ten  minutes  from  the  tirst  shot  to  their  arrival, 
under  Major  Horton,  Sixteenth  NTeAV  York  Yolunteer  CaA-aliy. 


J.  S. 


First  Lieut.  E.  Y.  Lansing, 

Acting  Assutant  Adjutant- Genera^  Cavalry  Brigade. 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Centerville,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Harrison  H.  Hagans.^  First  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Buckhannon,  W.  Ya.,  /September  15,  18G1. 

With  sixteen  men  I  pursued  and  overtook  thirty  horse-thieA^es  thirty 
miles  above  this  place.  I  killed  four,  wounded  several,  and  drove  them 
out.  Another  squad  of  twelve  has  made  its  appearance  in  another 
direction  to-day.  I  have  sent  men  after  them.  JMy  loss  in  fight  yes¬ 
terday,  one  man  Avounded  and  tAvo  horses  killed.  The  country  is  in¬ 
fested,  and  unless  I  have  more  force  Avill  be  overrun. 

H.  H.  HAGANS. 

Colonel  Wilkinson, 

Commanding,  Clarhsburg,  IF.  Ya. 


SEPTEMBER  17-28,  1864. — ^Witcher’s  expedition  into  West  Virginia,  in¬ 
cluding  skirmishes  at  Buckhannon  (27th-28th). 

r,e:l»or,ts. 

No.  1. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  A^incent  A.  Witcher,  Tliirty-fourtli  Ibittalitm  Virginia  Cavalry. 

No.  1.  I 

Report  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  iS.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
ChaffiFs  Blnjf,  October  5,  18G4. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Witcher  has  returned  from  his  expedition  to 
FVestern  Yirginia.  He  visited  BulltoAvn,  Jacksonville,  Westover, 
Buckhannon,  Walkersville,  and  Weston.  Beportsthat  he  destroyed 
a  million  dollars  AAoi  th  of  stores,  captured  fiOO  prisoners,  with  their 
horses  and  equipments,  brought  out  500  horses,  and  200  beef-cattle, 
and  sustained  no  loss. 

B.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  J.  A.  kSeddon. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Lietit.  Col.  Vincent  A.  Witcher ^  Thirtif-fourth  Battalion  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Leicis’  Mill.)  Greenbrier  County^  W.  Fa.,  October  5,  ISOl. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  department  headquarters,  I 
started  with  my  command  (Thirty -fourth  Virginia  Cavalry  Battalion) 
from  Jeffersonville,  Tazewell  County,  Va.,  on  the  17th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  passing  by  Avay  of  Narrows  of  New  Biver  to  Lewisburg,  Va.,  w  here 
1  was  joined  by  Capts.  P.  J.  Thurmond's,  W.  D.  Thurmond’s,  W.  H. 
Payne’s,  J.  Bumgard’s,  [and]  J.  W.  Amick’s  companies,  making  in  all 
523  men  effective,  267  of  wdiich  w^ere  infantry. 

I  left  Lewisburg  on  the  22d  instant,  passed  over  the  mountain  by  the 
Cold  Knob  route.  I  captured  Bulltown  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  in¬ 
stant.  This  place  w^as  Avell  fortified.  The  home-guard  garrison  was 
soon  dispersed  and  the  fortifications  and  cabins  burned.  Left  Bull- 
town  on  the  26th  instant.  Here  it  was  found  that  the  infantry  wxre 
so  much  wmrn  down  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  get  to 
Weston  (tw^enty-five  miles)  that  day,  which  was  all-important.  I  there¬ 
fore  dismounted  the  cavalry  command  and  mounted  as  many  of  tlie 
infantry  as  there  was  horses  (though  a  great  many  of  the  horses  had 
broken  down  and  been  abandoned  on  the  mountains)  and  let  them  ride 
ten  miles,  wiiicli  brought  the  command  to  within  fifteen  miles  of 
Weston.  At  this  point  the  horses  w^ere  again  changed  and  the  infantry 
was  pushed  on  to  within  five  and  a  half  miles  of  Weston.  They  Avere 
tiien  left  under  command  of  Capt.  W.  D.  Thurmond  to  come  up  as  fast 
as  possible.  I  pressed  the  mounted  men  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  got  possession  of  W eston  about  5  p.  m.  The  surprise  was  complete. 
The  home-guard  pickets  knew  nothing  of  the  advance  until  they  were 
prisoners.  In  Weston  there  was  a  large  amount  of  stores  of  all  kinds, 
the  useful  articles  being  turned  over  to  the  command.  Besides  the 
stores  the  Exchange  Bank  was  captured,  the  funds,  amounting  to 
$5,287.85,  were  turned  over  to  Lieut.  J.  W.  Branham,  aide-de-camp, 
who  wdll  turn  them  over  to  the  proper  authorities  for  the  use  of  th(‘. 
Confederate  GoA^ernment.  Here  I  detached  Capt.  William  H.  Payne, 
wdth  his  company,  and  ordered  bini  to  iiroceed  to  Janelew,  a  point 
seven  miles  from  Weston  on  the  Clarksburg  road.  At  this  place  he 
destroyed  some  stores,  arms,  and  the  telegraph. 

On  the  27 th  I  left  Weston  and  proceeded  to  Buckhannon.  About  five 
miles  from  that  place  Ave  encountered  one  company  of  cavalry,  Avhich 
was  drh^en  at  a  charge  through  the  toAAui  and  out  on  the  Clarksburg 
road.  After  remaining  in  Buckhannon  a  short  time  I  passed  out  on 
the  French  Creek  road  to  a  point  a  mile;  there  went  into  camp  and 
rested  until  2  a.  m.  I  then  informed  the  battalion  commanders  that 
Ave  Avould  again  take  Buckhannon.  The  command  moved  off,  and  at 
daylight  they  charged  and  surrounded  the  town,  capturing  Maj.  T.  F. 
Lang,  Third  [Sixth]  Virginia  (bogus)  Cavalry  (Averell’s  brigade),  100 
men  and  horses,  Avith  equipments  complete.  As  soon  as  it  Avas  daylight 
I  ordered  the  Government  stores  destroyed.  They  consisted  of  a  very 
large  quantity  of  quartermaster’s,  commissary,  and  medical  stores, 
besides  1,000  stand  of  small -arms. 

I  have  returned  Avith  400  fresh  horses,  200  beef-cattle;  captured  and 
paroled  300  prisoners.  I  mounted  all  the  infantry. 
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The  road  traveled  was  a  bridle  path  for  sixty  miles.  Aly  men  and 
horses  siilfered  very  much  on  the  mountains  for  rations.  I  lost  only 
one  man;  he  was  captured. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  McFarlane,  commanding  Thirty-fourth 
Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry,  also  to  Capts.  P.  J.  and  W.  D.  Tliurraond 
and  W.  H.  Payne,  all  of  whom  did  their  whole  duty.  Cadet  Buffing¬ 
ton  behaved  in  a  very  gallant  and  soldiery  manner  during  the  raid. 

I  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
iug  to  tlie  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieut.  J.  W.  Branham, 
aicle-de  camp ;  also  to  Adjutant  Wade,  Thirty-fourth  Battalion  Virginia 
Cavalry,  both  of  whom  were  at  all  times  at  their  posts. 

i  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  A.  WITCHER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel.,  Commanding. 

Capt.  John  L.  8andford, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Cen..f  Dept,  of  ^outhwefitYa.  and  East  Tenn. 


SEPTEMBER  23-OCTOBER  1,  1864. — Nounnan’s  expedition  into  the 
Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.,  including  skirmish  at  Coalsmouth  (September 
30). 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brio-.  Gen.  JeremiaL  C.  Sullivan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  KanaAvlia  Valley 
forces. 

No.  2. — Maj.  James  H.  Nonnuan,  Sixteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  commanding  expedi¬ 
tion. 

No.  3. — Capt.  Joshua  E.  Hobbs,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  tbwalry. 

No.  1. 

Repm't  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  C.  Sidlivan^  U.  A  Ar;>o/,  commanding 
Kanawha  Valley  forces. 

Charleston,  October  1, 186L 

A  force  of  tlie  enemy,  150  strong,  attacked  the  post  at  Coalsmouth 
at  0  o’clock  last  night.  Tliey  were  driven  oft;  their  loss  was  five 
wounded  and  one  killed.  The  force  from  Winfield  pursued  and  cap¬ 
tured  one  prisoner. 

J.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier- General, 

Captain  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  2. 

lleport  of  Maj.  James  li.  Kounnan.,  Sixteenth  Virginia  Cavalry^  com¬ 
manding  expedition. 

Dublin,  October  18,  1864. 

Maj.  5.  Stoddard  Johnston, 

A  ssis  ta  nt  A  d jut  an  t-  G  enera  I,  Ac. : 

Major:  I  inclose  the  report  of  Maj.  J.  H.  Nounnan  of  an  expedition 
to  the  Kanawha  Valley.  Tlie  part  borne  by  Captain  Hobbs,  of  Pride- 
more’s  regiment,  is  particularly  worthy  of  notice. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  i&c., 

.  JNO.  ECHOLS, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Taze^velt.  Court-House,  Va.,  October  14^  1864. 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  moved  with  the 
detachment  under  my  command  from  this  ])lace  on  23d  ultimo  in 
the  direction  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  attacked  the  enemy,  100 
strong,  at  Mouth  of  Coal  on  30th  ultimo  at  dark,  but  owing  to  the  river 
being  jjast  fording,  and  all  the  ferry-boats  having  been  removed  to  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  where  the  enemy  were  intrenched,  I  failed  to  dis 
lodge  them,  and  after  skirmishing  with  them  across  the  river  about  two 
hours  and  securing  a  large  supply  of  boots,  shoes,  heavy  clothing, 
worsted  goods,  and  hats  from  a  store-boat  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  I  withdrew  my  command,  with  the  loss  of  two  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  eight  or  ten  killed  and  wounded.  After  leaving 
Mouth  of  Coal  I  moved  down  the  Guyandotte  turnpike  and  encamped 
at  Hurricane  Bridge  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  and  resting,  and  went 
myself  with  an  escort  of  eight  men  toward  Winfield  to  secure  reliable 
information  concerning  the  enemy  posted  there,  and  if  possible  to  hear 
from  Colonel  Witcher.  On  my  way  to  camp,  and  when  within  four  miles 
of  it,  I  suddenly  came  upon  a  small  squad  of  the  enemy  about  3  o’clock 
in  the  .morning.  We  came  together  at  full  speed  and  were  all  mixed 
up  with  each  other  before  we  knew  it,  and  our  meeting  was  alike  sur¬ 
prising  to  them  as  to  myself.  I  was  immediately  unhorsed,  and  my 
escort,  being  greatly  outnumbered,  w^ere  speedily  dispersed  and  four  of 
them  captured.  Myself  and  the  rest,  under  cover  of  the  darkness, 
escaped  through  the  fields,  losing  two  horses.  Before  it  was  possible  for 
me  to  reach  camp,  Captain  Hobbs,  the  officer  in  charge,  moved  the  com¬ 
mand  with  unparalleled  celerity  in  the  direction  of  Logan  Court-House, 
marching  that  day  fifty-seven  miles.  This  movement  I  am  entirely 
unable  to  explain,  for  there  was  no  enemy  threatening  us,  and  but  few 
of  the  enemy’s  scouts  to  be  seen  along  the  roads,  and  none  whatevw 
pursued  him.  He  was  either  actuated  by  cowardice  or  a  determination 
to  desert  me  and  return  to  within  our  lines.  I  supposed  that  he  would 
certainly  report  to  his  regiment  in  this  county,  but  to  my  surprise  and 
astonishment  he  crossed  the  Dry  Fork  of  Sandy  twenty-five  miles  west 
of  this  place  on  last  Tuesday  week  and  went  in  the  direction  of  Lee 
County,  where  I  understand  he  has  arrived,  and  has  never  reported  to 
his  regiment.  His  march  for  speed  is  without  precedent,  and  through¬ 
out  his  march  he  stripped  every  citizen  of  horses  who  happened  to  fall 
in  his  way,  and  committing  some  of  the  most  outrageous  depredations 
upon  defenseless  and  loyal  citizens. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  fully  accomplished,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  course  of  Captain  Hobbs,  as  the  enemy’s  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Kanawha,  where  they  su^iposed  I  had  a  large 
force.  There  are  nine  companies  of  cavalry  in  the  Valley  from  Guyau- 
dotte  to  Cannelton — seven  companies  of  Seventh  Virginia  and  two  com¬ 
panies  of  Kew  York  cavalry,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  700  men.  The 
companies  are  posted  as  follows:  two  at  Guyandotte,  one  at  Winfield, 
one  at  Coal,  one  at  Charleston,  two  at  Cami3  Piatt,  and  two  at  Cannel¬ 
ton.  Situated  as  they  are,  150  men  can  clear  the  lower  Valley  of  the 
enemy,  and  I  would  not  hesitate  to  attempt  to  drive  the  whole  force 
from  there  with  200  good  cavalry. 

I  will  see  you  in  a  few  days  in  person — about  Thursday  next.  1  have 
just  arrived  here,  and  am  so  worn  out  that  I  will  rest  a  few  days. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

•  J.  H.  KOUNKAK, 

Majo7\  Commanding  Jletachment  of  Cavalry. 

Brigadier- General  Echols,  Conidg,  Dept,  of  S,  TV.  Va,  and  JE.  Tenn, 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joshua  E.  Hohhs,  Sixty  fourth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Scott  County,  Va.,  October  15,  1864. 

I  was  ordered  with  a  detachment  of  fifty  men  to  report  to  Maj.  J.  H. 
Nouimau,  Sixteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  September  23.  The  major  took 
command,  moving  in  the  direction  of  the  Kanawha  Valley,  Va.,  passing 
through  the  mountains,  and  thence  to  the  Valley. 

September  30  attacked  a  Yankee  force  at  the  mouth  of  Coal  Eiver, 
forcing  them  across  the  river.  V^e  fought  them  an  hour.  Not  being 
able  to  cross  the  river,  as  thej'  had  possession  of  the  boats,  we  then 
retired  from  the  field,  intending  to  attack  Winfield  next  morning  at 
daylight,  but  finding  our  ammunition  was  nearly  expended,  we  con¬ 
cluded  to  fall  back  on  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  turnpike  near  the 
Hurricane  Bridge  and  encamp  till  next  morning.  As  we  could  not  hear 
from  Colonel  Witcher,  Major  Nounnan  directed  me  where  to  encamp, 
and  took  a  scout  of  ten  men  and  went  in  the  direction  of  Winfield  to 
see  if  he  could  learn  anything  from  Colonel  Witcher;  was  to  report 
next  morning  at  daylight,  at  which  time  if  he  heard  nothing  from 
Witcher  he  said  he  intended  to  make  his  way  out. 

I  remained  in  camp  till  8  or  9  o’clock  next  morning,  and  one  of  his 
scouts  came  in;  reported  the  major  and  eight  of  his  scouts  captured. 
I  resolved  to  come  out  by  the  way  of  Tug  Fork  of  Sandy.  Getting  in¬ 
formation  that  the  enemy  was  trying  to  cut  me  off  at  Wyoming  Court- 
House,  I  thought  to  come  out  by  the  way  of  Rorick’s  Gap;  but  learn¬ 
ing  the  Yankees  were  in  Tazewell  County,  Va.,  and  probably  would  cut 
me  off  at  Jeffersonville,  Va.,  I  then  struck  in  the  direction  of  Grundy. 
When  I  reached  there  I  found  the  Yankees  were  passing  back  to  Ken¬ 
tucky.  I  managed  to  cross  the  Lavica  road.  Our  scouts  met.  I  then 
came  through  the  mountains  to  Guest’s  Station;  found  a  force  had 
passed  there  just  a  few  hours  [before].  My  horses  were  too  much  jaded, 
and  no  artillery  to  pursue  them.  I  then  came  to  Scott  County,  Va., 
where  I  could  feed  till  I  could  hear  from  our  regiment.  I  learn  it  is  at 
Wytheville,  Va.,  or  near  there. 

Our  loss  was  two  wounded,  one  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy; 
major  and  eight  men  captured. 

We  had  about  seventy-five  men  in  all.  Straggling  soldiers  joined  us 
as  we  went  down;  dodged  out  as  we  came  back.  I  haA^e  about  thirty 
or  forty  men  Avith  me. 

Major,  my  stock  is  broke  down,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  march 
till  my  horses  recuperate.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  permit  me  to 
report  to  Colonel  Vandevxnter,  commanding  in  Lee  County,  Va.,  as 
there  are  bushwhackers  and  Yankee  scouts  running  through  the  county 
destroying  the  crops,  &c.  If  not  permitted  to  report  to  him,  to  report 
to  the  lame  corral  in  Lee  County,  Va.,  from  Six^y-fourth  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry,  till  I  can  recruit  my  stock. 

Major,  I  can  gather  a  good  many  absentees  belonging  to  our  regi¬ 
ment  in  a  short  time  if  allowed  to  remain  here  a  feAv  days.  If  I  am 
ordered  to  the  regiment  noAV  I  will  be  compelled  to  leave  a  portion  of 
my  stock. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

JOSHUA  E.  HOBBS, 

Capt.^  Comdg.  Detacbment  of  Sixty  fourth  Regf.  Virginia  Cai\ 
Major  Johnston, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Cen.j  Eept.  of  Southivest  Va.  and  East  Tenn. 


644 


[Chap.  LY. 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 

[Indorsement.] 

Major:  If  Captain  Hobbs  should  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  a 
few  days  I  am  confident  he  can  do  good  service.  There  are  a  great 
many  absentees  in  Lee  and  Scott  from  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  and 
Edmiindson’s  battalion. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

A.  S.  VANDEVENTEll, 

Colonel. 


OCTOBER  7-11,  1864. — Operations  in  Montgomery  County,  Md. 

Eeport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Erastus  B.  TyleVj  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 
Separate  Brigade^  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  First  Separate  Brig.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Belay  Mouse,  October  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  troops  of  my  command  since  I  received  information  of  the 
presence  of  guerrillas  in  Maryland : 

On  the  7th  instant  I  was  informed  by  department  headquarters  that 
a  small  body  of  guerrillas  had  made  their  appearance  at  Sandy  Springs, 
Montgomery  County.  I  at  once  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Knight, 
commanding  First  Delaware  Cavalry,  to  proceed  with  his  command  to 
Sandy  Springs  to  intercept  them.  Orders  were  also  given  Smith’s 
Independent  Company  Maryland  Cavalry  to  proceed  to  same  point  and 
report  to  Colonel  Knight  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  scouring  that 
whole  country. 

On  the  8th  instant  orders  were  received  from  Major-General  Halleck, 
through  department  headquarters,  to  send  all  the  mounted  forces  toward 
Koekville — to  call  them  in  from  all  points  for  this  purpose;  also  to  send 
Bank’s  battery  (H),  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  which  had  four  guns 
at  Monrovia,  to  join  the  other  forces  and  to  cover  the  Washington 
Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  as  it  was  reported  that 
Mosby  with  800  men  had  crossed  at  Snicker’s  Gap  and  was  about  to 
make  a  raid  into  Maryland.  These  orders  were  complied  with  and  the 
troops  concentrated  at  Bockville. 

On  the  11th  instant,  at  5  p.  m.,  I  was  informed  by  department  head¬ 
quarters  that  a  telegram  from  Major-General  Halleck  had  been  received 
stating  that  Mosby  had  not  crossed  the  Potomac  and  probably  would 
not,  but  that  my  forces  should  remain  in  the  field  for  the  present,  and 
that  1  should  be  left  free  to  move  as  I  might  deem  best  against  any 
guerrillas  I  might  hear  of.  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  order 
Colonel  Knight  was  directed  to  order  Bank’s  battery  to  Monrovia  and 
to  scour  the  country  thoroughly  between  the  railroad  and  Potomac;  to 
arrest  all  persons  that  could  not  satisfactorily  account  for  themselves; 
to  have  his  men  instructed  so  as  to  concentrate  them  rapidly  at  any 
point,  and  to  report  as  often  as  possible  to  these  headquarters.  All  of 
which  was  complied  with  as  promptly  as  time  and  distance  would  per¬ 
mit. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  southern  boundary  of  my  com¬ 
mand  is  described  in  orders  as  being  on  a  straight  line  drawn  from 
mouth  of  Monocacy  Biver  to  Annapolis  Junction,  passing  through 
Barnesville,  Middlebrook,  and  Mechanicsville.  The  country  south  of 
this  line  and  north  of  the  Potomac  is  included  in  the  Department  of 
Washington.  I  have  never  been  informed  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces 
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guarding  tlie  different  fords  of  the  Potomac,  exce])t  by  the  order  referred 
to  from  General  Halleck,  yet  for  months  past  I  have  kept  up  daily 
patrols  to  the  Potomac  for  my  own  protection,  and  when  we  have  found 
General  Augur’s  pickets  withdrawn  have  guarded  the  fords  as  best  we 
could  until  pickets  were  re-established.  Since  the  loss  of  the  three 
infantry  regiments  my  remaining  force  has  been  kept  nearer  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  with  the  protection  of  wliich  I  was  specially 
charged.  Any  other  duty  or  territory  it  may  be  the  i)leasure  of  my 
superiors  to  assign  me,  I  beg  to  assure  you  shall  receive  my  prompt 
attention,  and  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  me  will  be  complied 
with  if  within  the  scope  of  my  ability  and  power  to  accomplish.  My 
entire  mounted  <?avalry  force  is  watching  the  fords  and  scouring  the 
country  between  the  Potomac  and  the  railroad,  and  will  continue  until 
ordered  to  some  otlier  duty.  Over  200  of  the  First  Delaware  Cavalry 
are  without  horses  and  have  been  since  they  joined  my  command. 
Eequisitions  have  been  twice  forwarded  and  the  issue  strongly  urged 
by  my  department  commander  and  myself. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  TYLEB, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D,  G. 


OCTOBER  11,  1864. — Skirmish  near  Petersburg,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Daniel  Sheets^  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Neto  Creeks  Fu.,  Octoher  13,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  squad  of  three 
“  Swamps”  have  arrived  here,  5  o’clock  this  p.  m.,  in  charge  of  a  prisoner, 
one  of  Imboden’s  scouts.  They  report  that  the  “Swamps,”  198  men, 
under  command  of  Captain  Boggs,  met  the  rebels  under  Harness  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  instant  (Tuesday),  about  two  miles  south  of 
Petersburg,  and  a  tight  took  place,  lasting  about  three  hours;  result 
not  known.  Captain  Keliey  encamped  near  Greenland  Gap  last  night 
and  moved  in  direction  of  Petersburg  early  this  morning;  my  cavalry 
following  soon  after.  It  appears  that  the  “Swamps”  had  anticipated 
the  design  of  the  rebels,  and  had  made  ample  ineparatioiis  to  meet 
them.  Seven  deserters  have  arrived  here  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

DANIEL  SHEETS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  C.  A.  Freeman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OCTOBER  26,  1864.— Skirmish  at  Winfield,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  John  II.  Oley,  Seventh  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  Octoher  26,  1864. 
Witcher,  with  400  men,  attacked  Winfield  at  3  this  a.  m.,  where  one 
company  of  Hie  Seventli  Viiginia  Cavalry  Avas  stationed.  He  was 
repulsed  and  is  l  etreating.  Capt.  lOiiliji  3.  Thurmond  I'ell  into  our  liaiids 
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mortally  wounded  and  lias  since  died.  Detachment  of  the  Seventh 
Virginia  are  in  pursuit.  The  enemy  have  retreated  from  Loup  Creek, 
with  loss  of  three  or  four  killed  and  several  wounded. 

JNO.  H.  OLEY, 

Colonel, 

Captain  Botsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


OCTOBER  28-29,  1864. — Operations  about  Snicker’s  Gap  (28th)  and  skir- 
mish  (29th)  at  Upperville,  Va. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Gen.  Christopher  C.  Augur^  IT.  8.  Army. 

Rectortown,  Va.,  October  39,  1864. 

Early  yesterday  morning  I  sent  a  part  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry 
to  near  Snicker’s  Gap  to  arrest  one  of  Mosby’s  boarding-house  keepers. 
They  have  returned  Avith  him  and  15  of  Mosby’s  men,  17  horses  and 
equipments,  and  a  number  of  revolvers.  The  track  is  taken  up  to 
within  about  a  mile  of  this  place.  I  shall  mot  leave  here  for  White 
Plains  iirobably  until  to-morrow. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major- General., 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Salem,  Va.,  October  30,  1864. 

A  portion  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  had  a  brush  with  Mosby  yesterday 
near  Upperville,  and  whipped  him  badly,  killing  7  or  8,  and  capturing 
9.  The  track  will  be  taken  up  half  wmy  between  this  and  Reetortown 
to-day.  They  are  getting  on  very  slowly — as  fast,  however,  as  they 
possibly  can.  I  go  to  White  Plains  this  morning. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


'  OCTOBER  29,  1864. — Action  at  Beverly,  W.  Va. 


RKPORTS. 


No.  1. — Col.  Nathan  Wilkinson,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  U.  S. 
forces  West  of  Piedmont. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Youart,  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  IT.  S.  forces  at 
Beverly. 


Ko.  1. 


Reports  of  Col.  Nathan  Willdnson,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry,  com¬ 
manding  IT.  8.  forces  West  of  Piedmont, 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  October  29,  1864. 
Major  Hall,  with  350  rebels,  attacked  Beverly  this  morning  at  day¬ 
light.  After  two  hours’  hard  fighting  the  enemy  was  routed  completely, 
with  a  loss  of  115  prisoners,  2  surgeons,  15  killed.  Major  Hall  is  mor- 
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tally  wounded  and  in  our  hands.  Our  loss,  Lieutenant  Peck  and  6 
enlisted  men  killed;  Major  Shaw,  Lieutenant  Howell,  and  20  enlisted 
men  wounded.  The  rebels  took  to  the  mountains,  very  much  demor¬ 
alized. 

H.  WILKINSOK, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Forces, 

Major-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland,,  Mdt 


Headquarters  Forces  West  of  Piedmont, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Clarlcsburg,  W.  Fu.,  November  11,  1864, 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  transmit  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  YouarCs  (Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry)  report  of  the  action 
at  Beverly,  W.  Va.,  October  29,  1804. 

Tlie  rebels,  under  Major  Hall,  with  a  force  of  about  360  men,  attacked 
Beverly  at  daybreak  on  that  morning,  and  after  two  hours’  hard 
tigliting  were  splendidly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of,  as  follows:  Killed 
in  action,  lieutenants,  2;  enlisted  men,  14.  Drowned,  enlisted  men,  4. 
Total  killed,  20.  Prisoners  w’ounded,  major  (Hall),  1;  lieutenants,  2; 
enlisted  men,  22;  total  wounded,  25.  Prisoners  uninjured,  surgeons, 
2;  lieutenants,  1;  enlisted  men,  92;  total,  95.  Total  killed,  wounded, 
and  uninjured,  140. 

Of  the  uninjured  prisoners,  ninety-one  have  been  sent  to  Clarksburg, 
and  thonce  forwarded  to  Camp  Chase,  via  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  An 
investigation  of  the  list  of  these  prisoners  discloses  the  fact  that  they 
represented  no  less  than  twenty-one  distinct  rebel  regiments  and  bat¬ 
teries. 

The  casualties  on  our  part  were  46,  as  follows:  Killed  in  action,  lieu¬ 
tenant  (Peck),  1;  enlisted  men,  8;  total  killed,  9.  Wounded,  major  (J, 
\V.  Shaw,  severely),  1;  lieutenant  (F.  Howell,  severely),  1;  enlisted 
men — mortally,  1;  severely,  13;  slightly,  7 ;  total  wounded,  23.  Missing 
in  action,  supposed  to  be  cai)tured,  14.  Total  casualties,  all  of  the 
Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  46. 

The  force  at  Beverly  was  a  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry, 
some  of  whom  had  no  arms,  and  the  greater  number  who  were  armed 
had  only  the  Union  carbine,  which  is  the  worst  thing  of  the  kind  I 
have  seen,  and  is  an  entirely  unreliable  weapon. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to 
the  notice  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Youart  of  officers  of  his  command 
who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  on  that  occasion. 

I  also  inclose  a  fist  of  the  prisoners  of  war  taken  at  Beverly,  and 
received  and  forwarded  from  here  to  Camp  Chase;  also  a  list  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  detained  at  Beverly  by  reason  of  wounds;  also  a 
fist  of  our  own  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,*  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  WILKIKSOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces,  dre. 

Lieut.  0.  A.  Freeman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cumberland,  Md. 

*  Lists  omitted. 
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A  DDEN  D  A . 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  31, 1864. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Ciimberlmid,  Md.  : 

Please  extend  my  thanks  to  the  ollicers  and  men  at  Beverly  for  their 
brilliant  victory  of  the  29th  instant;  a  few  more  such  will  rid  that 
country  of  these  villains. 

Kespectfully, 

GEOKGE  CEOOK, 

Major-  General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Youart,  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding 

U.  S.  forces  at  Beverly. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Beverly,  W.  Va.,  November  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
October  last,  about  5  a.  m.,  Major  Hall  with  a  force  of  Confederates, 
360  strong,  from  Jackson^s  command,  made  an  attack  on  this  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  They  had  expected  to 
surprise  us  and  catch  the  command  asleep.  As  it  was,  the  men  were 
in  ranks  for  reveille  roll-call.  The  rebels  had  flanked  the  mounted 
pickets  and  patrols  and  crept  up  to  the  inner  and  dismounted  picket¬ 
line,  150  yards  from  camj).  At  the  pickets’  challenge  they  charged  with 
a  yell  for  the  camp  over  an  open  held.  The  men  of  my  command  at 
the  rebel  yell  broke  into  their  huts  for  their  arms.  The  front  company, 
F,  was  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  but  the  rebel  line  swept  it  back.  The 
other  com]3anies  had  half  formed  when  the  rebel  Are  scattered  the  125 
unarmed  men  of  my  command  in  flight  through  the  camp  and  broke 
up  for  a  time  all  organization.  Then  began  a  struggle  among  the 
quarters.  In  the  darkness,  friend  and  foe  were  hardly  distinguishable. 
Both  parties  were  taking  and  guarding  i)risoners  at  the  same  time. 
The  rebel  force  divided  and  one-half  was  shifted  to  the  rear  of  camp. 
When  day  broke  I  with  other  officers  had  rallied  and  formed  about 
fifty  men,  and  ordered  a  charge  on  the  force  in  the  rear.  The  rebels 
were  started.  Major  Shaw  fell  severely  wounded.  A  second  charge 
routed  the  rebels.  I  then  turned  my  attention  to  the  force  in  front  and 
routed  it.  I  ordered  immediate  pursuit,  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  nearly  all  the  force  oi)erating  on  the  front  of  camp. 

Our  loss  was:  First  Lieut.  Joshua  Peck,  Company  L,  and  7  enlisted 
men  killed;  Second  Lieut.  Folger  Howell,  Company  I,  and  3  enlisted 
men  mortally  wounded;  Maj.  J.  W.  Shaw  and  19  enlisted  men  wounded, 
and  13  enlisted  men  captured. 

The  rebel  loss  was:  Killed  in  action.  Lieutenants  Gamble  and  Kears- 
ley  and  14  enlisted  men.  Four  privates  were  drowned  trying  to  escape. 
Maj.  H.  Hall,  Sixty-second  Virginia  Infantry,  and  Lieut.  M.  C.  Reger, 
Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  were  wounded  severely.  Lieut.  L.  D. 
Lorentz,  Lurty’s  (Virginia)  battery,  slightly,  8  enlisted  men  mortally  and 
14  severely  and  slightly,  wounded;  all  captured.  We  captured  uniu- 
jured,  Surg.  W.  T.  Hertzog,  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Battalion ;  Asst.  Surg. 
I.  White,  Sixty-second  Virginia  Infantry;  Lieut.  R.  D.  Lurty,  Wing’s 
I  Lurty’s]  (Virginia)  battery,  and  92  enlisted  men;  also  90  stand  of  arms 
of  various  patterns.  The  prisoners  represent  eleven  diflerent  regiments. 
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The  uuarmed  meu  by  hastening  out  of  the  fight  and  the  worthlessness 
of  the  Union  carbine  with  which  my  command  is  armed  greatly  en¬ 
dangered  my  success.  I  had  about  200  men  in  the  action. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  gallantry  of  the  men,  fight¬ 
ing  an  unknown  and  unexpected  foe  in  the  dark,  and  to  the  coolness 
and  courage  of  the  officers  in  hastening  from  hut  to  hut,  oftentimes 
knocking  over  rebels  to  make  their  way,  and  finally  organizing  a  suf¬ 
ficient  force  to  charge  and  rout  the  enemy.  I  desire  particularly  to 
mention  Maj.  J.  W.  Shaw,  Capts.  0.  H.  Evans,  K.  Lyle,  and  L.  Bechtel — 
Major  Shaw  for  his  gallantry  in  leading  the  charge  in  which  he  was 
wounded;  Captain  Evans,  the  first  officer  to  check  the  fleeing  men  of 
the  command  and  for  forming  a  rallying  point  at  which  to  effect  organ- 
zation,  and  subsequently  for  his  promptness  in  pursuit;  Captains  Lyle 
and  Bechtel  for  efficient  assistance  rendered;  Lieuts.  G.  W.  Cable,  J. 
Peck,  F.  Howell,  and  George  H.  Potter,  for  setting  the  men  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  by  their  coolness  and  courage  in  executing  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  YOUAET, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  C.  A.  Freeman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


NOVEMBER  1,  1864. — Affair  at  Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va. 

REFOR-TS. 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Robert  P.  Kennedy,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley^  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Cumberland,  November  f  1864. 

The  post  at  Green  Spring  was  attacked  this  a.  m.  at  4  o’clock  by 
about  200  rebels,  believed  to  be  McNeill’s  and  White’s  guerrillas.  The 
captain  was  wounded  and  the  first  lieutenant  killed,  and  most  of  the 
command,  with  tbeir  horses  and  equipments,  captured.  The  troop  train 
arrived  just  in  time  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the  express  train  west. 
Trains  all  safe.  Train  east  has  gone  forward.  The  rebels  have  retreated 
with  their  captured  property.  My  cavalry  are  after  them,  but  I  fear 
will  not  overtake  them.  The  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry  left  here 
this  a.  m.  for  Martinsburg,  via  Springfield,  Bloomery  Gaj),  Unger’s 
Store,  and  Shanghai. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Brigadier-General  Seward, 

Martinsburg. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  P.  Kennedy^  Assistant  Adjutant -Generaf  TJ.  IS. 

Army. 

Cumberland,  Nor  ember  :Z,  1864. 

Two  hundred  guerrillas  attacked  the  railroad  garrison  of  forty  of 
the  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry  at  Green  Spring  Eun  Station  this 
morning,  and  captured  the  greater  portion  of  them.  Lieutenant  Lyon, 
in  command,  was  badly  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Hatch.  Several  of 
the  men  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  guerrillas  carried  off  the  greater 
portion  of  their  horses  and  arms,  &c.  No  trains  captured. 

E.  P.  KENNEDY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Major-General  Crook. 


NOVEMBER  6-12,  1864. — Witcher’s  operations  in  the  Kanawha  Valley, 
W.  Va.,  including  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Barnum  and  Fawn  on 
the  Big  Sandy  River. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Vincent  A.  Witcher  Thirty  fourth  Battalion  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry^  co7nmanding  expeditioii. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nove^nber  8,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  captured  and  burned 
two  U.  S.  armed  steamers,  the  Barnum  and  Fawn,  on  the  5th  instant, 
with  a  quantity  of  small-arms,  in  Buffalo  Shoals,  in  Big  Sandy  Eiver. 
The  enemy^s  loss,  two  killed  and  five  prisoners.  The  others  were 
enabled  to  escape,  as  I  was  unable  to  cross  the  river.’  Upon  the  same 
day  I  captured  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  military  stores  at 
Mellonsburg,  including  the  cooking  utensils  of  one  brigade,  driving  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  under  his  guns  and  fortifications  at  Louisa. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Y.  A.  WITCHEE, 
lAeutenant-  Colonel^  Cofmna^iding. 

General  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Comdg.  Departmeiit  of  Wester^i  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Noveinber  28^  1864. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 
Colonel  Witcher  deserves  great  credit  for  the  boldness  and  skill  with 
which  he  has  operated  in  the  western  part  of  this  State. 

For  General  E.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 
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Headquarters  Expedition, 

Logan  Court-House,  Hovemher  15,  1864. 

General  :  Upon  my  recent  expedition  I  destroyed  many  stores  and 
two  steam-boats  upon  the  Big  Sandy  Eiver.  I  also  mounted  fifty- seven 
recruits  on  captured  horses.  I  have  also  brought  out  fifty  odd  head  of 
fine  beef-cattle,  which  are  being  sent  to  Mr.  Mchols,  in  Burke’s  Garden. 
There  are  some  indications  of  a  cavalry  raid  to  Saltville  or  Dublin. 
The  enemy  has  in  the  Valley  tlie  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry,  at  least 
800  strong,  and  the  First  New  York  Cavalry,  about  600. 

I  will  reach  Wyoming  Court-House  to-morrow,  and  will  remain 
there  ten  days  to  gather  up  cattle  and  two  companies  of  recruits 
organized  in  W yomin  g  for  me.  From  that  point  I  will  proceed  to  Mercer 
Court-House,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  cross  New  Eiver  at  any  other 
point  at  the  present  state  of  the  water  but  at  the  Narrows.  I  shall  go 
this  route,  too,  with  a  view  of  covering  the  cattle  and  for  the  purpose 
of  being  in  a  situation  to  move  in  any  direction  you  may  desire.  How¬ 
ever,  after  getting  to  Princeton,  if  I  can  by  any  possible  means  cross  the 
river  at  Pack’s  Ferry  I  shall  do  so.  My  own  force,  if  the  recruits  were 
armed,  is  fully  capable  of  taking  care  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  the  Kana¬ 
wha  Valley.  My  command,  too,  is  in  splendid  fix;  however,  I  regret 
to  say  that  many  of  the  men  need  clothing,  and  I  have  very  little  am¬ 
munition.  I  send  my  adjutant  with  this,  and  authority  to  make  requi¬ 
sitions  in  my  name.  Please  send  all  the  clothing  that  can  be  spared, 
300  guns  and  equipments,  and  5,000  rounds  of  ammunition  caliber 
.54,  5,000  caliber  .58,  and  5,000  caliber  .69,  and  ammunition  for  the 
guns  sent  me. 

I  have  here  with  me  in  camp  four  companies  of  recruits.  I  under¬ 
stand  there  is  also  two  companies  in  Wyoming  waiting  for  me.  I  have 
also  in  this  county  four  or  five  other  companies  now  in  process  of 
formation  that  have  each  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  A.s  the  enemy  was, 
when  I  came  here,  vigorously  drafting  in  the  lower  counties,  I  con¬ 
cluded  to  let  them  stay  and  fill  up,  with  the  assurance  that  they 
would  come  to  join  me.  I  have  just  heard  from  the  Kanawha  Valley. 
The  enemy’s  troops  say  they  are  going  to  Pearisburg  or  Dublin. 
Should  he  go  this  route  or  to  Saltville  I  Avill  most  certainly  be  on  his 
front  or  rear.  Princeton  is  the  best  point  for  me,  should  he  do  either. 
However,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  are  simply  making  arrange¬ 
ments  to  get  after  me,  and  to  this  end  will  be  prepared  for  him,  any¬ 
way.  Should  all  of  this  turn  out  to  be  nothing  I  very  much  desire 
to  make  one  more  movement  into  Northwest  Virginia  this  winter,  and 
then  dismount  my  command  and  act  as  infantry  the  balance  of  it, 
:S0  as  to  discipline  and  organize  the  command.  The  whole  command 
needs  discipline  and  organization.  I  think,  too,  if  this  was  done  the 
command  could  be  largely  recruited  this  winter.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion, 
were  the  local  organizations  in  this  country  disbanded  the  organization 
of  a  new  regiment  would  only  be  a  question  of  time — I  mean  a  regi¬ 
ment  in  addition  to  the  command  I  am  now  raising  for  Colonel  Swann. 
My  own  battalion  is  already  a  regiment,  and  Swann  will  have,  when  I 
.rgather  them  together,  seven  companies,  besides  five  or  six  unorganized 
squads.  However,  the  organization  of  this  regiment  altogether  depends 
upon  the  locality  of  my  command  this  winter. 

in  conclusion,  general,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  regard  this  as  a  most 
auspicious  time  to  send  your  Kentucky  command  into  Kentucky,  as  I 
am  induced  to  believe  thousands  of  recruits  might  be  secured  out  of 
Morgan’s  old  command  and  the  thousands  of  guerrillas  scattered  all 
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over  the  State,  and  in  consequence  of  the  rigid  conscription  and  the  high 
political  excitement  now  so  prevalent  all  over  the  State,  and  I  believe 
if  this  was  done  that  Yaughii,  Pridemore,  and  myself  could  be  fully 
able  to  take  care  of  the  department;  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  that 
500  armed  men  could  go  anywhere  in  the  northeastern  and  central  por¬ 
tion  of  the  State. 

I  am,  in  conclusion,  general,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

y.  A.  WITOHEE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — If  I  receive  no  further  orders  I  will  assemble  Swann’s  com¬ 
mand  at  Centerville  and  organize  it.  Should  I  hear  nothing  rendering 
it  imprudent  for  me  to  do  so  I  will  also  report  to  you  in  person  at 
Wytheville,  as  it  will  only  require  about  forty-eight  hours  to  do  so  and 
return  to  my  command.  Should  you  disapprove  of  this  or  wish  to  com¬ 
municate  with  me,  1  will  have  a  courier  at  the  Narrows  of  New  Eiver 
after  the  19th  instant  until  the  command  reaches  Greenbrier.  I  will 
keep  scouts  constantly  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  watch  every  move¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy.  However,  I  think  there  is  no  danger  from  that 
direction,  as  it  requires  all  his  forces  there  for  garrison  purposes,  and  1 
have  no  doubt  but  that  I  could  have  taken  the  Valley  upon  this  expe¬ 
dition  if  I  had  had  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  refused  to  light 
me  everywhere  except  from  his  forts  and  fortifications.  It  would  have 
been  foolish,  you  know,  to  have  hurled  cavalry  against  them. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

[Indorsement.] 

IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  Western  Virginia  and  E.  Tennessee, 

Wytheville^  November  29,  1864. 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  call  attention  to  that  part  relating  to 
military  operations.  None  of  the  suggestions  in  regard  to  new  organ¬ 
izations,  &c.,  will  take  effect  without  proper  authority. 

JOHN  C.  BEECKINEIDGE, 

Major-  General. 


NOVEMBER  6-8,  1864. — Expedition  from  New  Creek  to  Moorefield,  W.  Va., 

and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Col.  George  E.  Tjatham,  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  com¬ 
manding  expeditio7i. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

New  Creeh,  W.  Va.,  November  9,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  9.30  a.  m.  on  the  Gth 
instant  I  left  this  place  with  225  men  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  one  gun  of  Battery  L,  First  Illinois  Artil¬ 
lery.  Weniarched  to  Greenland  Gap  by  about  5  ]).  m,,  where  we  rested 
till  9.30 p.  m.  We  then  started  for  Moorefield,  which  place  we  reached  at 
5  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant.  My  purpose  was  to  surprise  the  rebel  command 
at  that  place.  The  surprise  of  the  place  was  complete.  I  surrounded 
and  took  charge  of  the  place  quietly,  before  it  was  known  to  any  of  the 
inhabitants  that  we  were  in  the  neighborhood;  but  could  not  ascertain 
thei)osition  of  the  rebel  cam])  until  after  it  became  light,  when  we  were 
discovered  by  them.  Some  light  skirmishing  then  occurred,  but  the 
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greater  portion  of  the  rebels  made  good  their  escax)e.  Their  force  con¬ 
sisted  of  about  100;  was  that  recently  commanded  by  McNeill,  now 
commanded  by  Woodson.  We  cai:)tiired  eight  of  them,  wounding  one, 
all  of  Avhom  were  brought  in.  We  suffered  no  loss.  We.cai)tured  and 
brought  ill  the  horses  of  the  above-named  xirisoiiers  and  a  few  others, 
together  with  40  cattle  (beef)  and  400  head  of  sheep.  A  portion  of 
this  stock  had  been  driven  into  the  country  by  the  rebels  on  their  raid¬ 
ing  ex^ieditions,  and  the  balance  belonged  to  the  citizens  who  are  rebel 
sympathizers.  There  is  yet  a  considerable  amount  of  stock  suitable 
for  army  use,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  forage  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorefleld,  which  is  being  collected  and  sent  oil*  to  the  rebel  army. 
The  rebel  force  at  Moorefleld  was  preparing  for  a  raid  upon  our  lines 
Avhen  we  reached  the  place.  We  returned  to  this  place  at  5  ji.  m.  on 
the  8th. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  on  the  exxiedition  Avas  all  that  could  have 
been  desired. 

I  AAull  forAvard  a  comiilete  report  or  list  of  our  caxitures,  A\dth  descrip¬ 
tions,  &c. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  li.  LATHAM, 
Colonel  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  C.  A.  Freeman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Cumberland^  Md. 


NOVEMBER  27-28,  1864.— Skirmishes  at  Moorefleld  (27th  and  28th),  affair 
at  New  Creek  (28th),  and  skirmish  (28th)  at  Piedmont,  W.  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan.  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Middle  Military 
Division. 

No.  2. — MaJ.  C.  Seaforth  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  defenses 
of  New  Creek. 

No.  3. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  U.  S.  forces 
on  railroad  west  of  Hancock,  Md. 

No.  4.  — Col.  George  R.  Latham,  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  commanding  U.  S. 
forces  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

No.  5. — Lieut.  Col.  Rnfus  E.  Fleming,  Sixth  AVest  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  ojierations 
November  27. 

No.  6. — Maj.  Peter  J.  Potts,  Sixth  AVest  A^ii'ginia  Cavalry,  of  ox^erations  November 
26-December  1. 

No.  7. — Capt.  .John  Fisher,  Sixth  AA^est  Abrginia  Infantry,  of  operations  Novem¬ 
ber  28. 

No.  8. — Capt.  George  AA".  Harrison,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of 
property  captured  and  destroyed  November  28. 

No.  9.  Quartermaster  Agent  H.  L.  AVinants,  of  oi)erations  November  28. 

No.  10. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  11.— Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Rosser,  C.  S.  Army. 

'  No.  1. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  J^heridan,  U.  S.  Armyj  commanding 
Aliddle  Military  Division. 


Headquarters  Middle  IMilitary  Division, 

December  186 i. 

(iKNEBAL;  Inclosed  pleasc  find  detailed  report  ot  tlio  capture  of  tlie 
post  of  Xew  Creek.  The  place  liad  a  .sufficient  garrison  to  resist  an 
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attack  of  from  5,000  to  7,000  men,  but  it  was  disgracefully  given  up. 
The  expedition  sent  out  by  General  Kelley  to  Moorefield  was  without 
my  knowledge,  and  was  on  the  bragging  system,  which  always  embraced 
too  many  combinations,  and  turns  out  to  be  bad  strategy  after  guerrillas 
in  a  mountainous  country. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 
Major-General^  U.  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  /S'.  Anny,  Washington^  1).  C. 


Ko.  2. 


Report  of  Maj.  C.  tSeaforth  Steivart,  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  Army., 
of  the  defenses  of  Neto  Creek. 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

December  9,  186 i. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  commanding 
general  on  the  5th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  Kew  Creek,  Ya.,  and  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  position  of  Kew  Creek  is  at  the  intersection  of  the  valley  of  the 
New  Creek  with  that  of  the  Potomac,  the  general  direction  of  the 
former  being  from  southwest  to  northeast,  and  of  the  latter  from  north¬ 
west  to  southeast,  or  nearly  at  right  angles.  The  Kew  Creek  valley  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  a  range  of  abrupt  wooded  hills  or  mountains, 
some  800  or  900  feet  high,  immediately  at  the  base  of  which  the  creek 
runs.  This  stream  is  in  general  shallow,  with  stony  bottom,  of  very 
variable  width,  from  twelve  to  forty  feet  or  more,  and  is  reported  easily 
crossed  at  most  points.  The  main  road  or  approach  from  the  south¬ 
ward  follows  the  west  or  left  bank,  and  is  said  to  be  for  miles  good  at 
all  seasons.  On  the  west  of  creek  and  road  the  ground  is  low,  level, 
and  cleared  for  a  width  of  some  300  or  400  yards,  then,  rises  gradually 
for  about  the  same  distance  to  a  range  of  steep  Avooded  hills  or  moun¬ 
tains,  forming  the  western  boundary  of  the  valley,  the  practicable 
Avidth  of  which  averages  probably  half  a  mile.  At  the  northern 
extremity  of  this  valley,  and  nearly  at  rigid  angles  to  it,  is  a  ridge 
some  200  feet  high,  separating  it  from  the  valley  of  the  Potomac.  This 
ridge  is  about  500  yards  long,  and  closes  the  New  Creek  A^alley,  leav¬ 
ing,  hoAvever,  at  each  of  its  extremities  a  gap  some  300  or  400  yards  in 
width.  The  one  at  the  AAest  end  affords  passage-way  for  a  Avood  road; 
the  other  is  nearly  closed  by  a  spur  or  lower  continuation  of  the  ridge, 
at  one  point  leaving  merely  room  for  the  main  road  and  the  bed  of  the 
Kew  Creek.  To  the  northward  of  the  ridge,  and  parallel  to  it,  is  the 
Potomac  valley,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  by  from  one  half  to  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  the  river  being  on  the  north  side.  Beyond 
the  Potomac  the  ground  rises  rapidly  to  a  wooded  table-land  about  250 
feet  above  the  river.  This  plateau  is  terminated  at  the  eastward  and 
Avestward  by  the  ranges  bounding  the  Kew  Creek  valley,  which  also 
closes  the  Potomac  valley,  leaving  a  passage  for  the  river,  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Eailroad  (which  bisects  the  valley),  and  for  a  road  to 
Piedmont,  &c.  The  Potomac  is  from  forty  to  sixty  yards  in  width, 
rapid,  and  fordable  at  three  or  four  points  in  the  valley,  the  bottom 
stony.  At  one  ford  the  depth  Avas  about  three  feet,  The  village  is  at 
the  east  end  of  the  valley, 
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The  ridge  spoken  of  heretofore  as  crossing  and  terminating  the  Kew 
Creek  valley  commands  it  and  the  Potomac  valley,  forming  a  strong 
position.  The  sontheastern  summit  is  occupied  by  a  work  of  moder¬ 
ately  strong  profile,  the  length  of  the  interior  crest  being  upward  of 
350  yards.  This  work  sees  the  approach  from  the  southward  for  up¬ 
ward  of  two  miles,  and  also  overlooks  the  valley  of  the  Potomac. 
At  the  western  extremity  of  the  ridge  is  a  one-gun  epaulement,  and 
some  thirty  or  forty  yards  below  it  is  a  rifle-pit  around  this  end,  com¬ 
manding  the  wood  road  referred  to  before;  600  or  900  men  ought 
to  hold  the  position  against  any  party  likely  to  be  sent  there  by  the 
enemy.  The  work  is  commanded  from  the  top  of  the  high  hill  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward,  but  the  approach  to  this  hill 
is  very  difficult,  and  the  enemy  having  attempted,  in  the  fight  of  August 
4,  3864,  to  occupy  it,  was,  it  is  said,  easily  driven  from  it.  This  hill 
was  formerly  occupied  by  us,  and  a  rifle-pit  constructed  part  Avay  down 
its  southern  slope.  A  road  from  the  Potomac  valley  leading  to  the 
summit  was  then  built  by  us  along  the  northern  slope.  From  portions 
of  this  hill  a  mountain  road  from  Komney  to  the  east  end  of  the  Potomac 
valley  is  seen  and  well  commanded.  Extensive  repairs  are  needed  in 
the  scarp  revetment  of  the  fort  at  ^iew  Creek.  The  gorge  should  be 
closed,  leaving  merely  a  passage  to  be  obstructed  when  required  by  a 
barrier.  The  four  iron  guns  (two  12-pounders,  one  6-pounder,  and  a 
rifled  ordnance  gun)  were  spiked  by  the  enemy  in  the  late  raid.  This 
work  might  be  strengthened  by  an  abatis.  A  tracing  made  to  show 
the  battle-field  of  August  4  gives  roughly  the  general  features  of  the 
position. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

C.  SEAFOPTH  STEWAET, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staf'. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  8.  Army,  eommanding 
U.  8.  forces  on  railroad  tvest  of  Hancoch,  Md. 

Hdqrs.  Forces  on  Kailroad  West  of  Hancock,  Md., 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December  7,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  command  from  the  26th  to  the  29th  ultimo: 

Information  havingbeenreceivedonthe  25th  ultimo  that  the  commands 
of  McNeill  and  Woodson,  rebel  partisans,  were  operating  in  the  vicinity 
of  Moorefield,  Hardy  County,  Va.,  I  directed  Col.  G.  11.  Latham,  Fifth 
West  Yirginia  Cavalrjq  commanding  at  New  Creek,  to  detach  a  portion 
of  his  force  and  attack,  capture,  or  drive  them  ofl.  To  this  end  I 
instructed  him  to  send  a  detachment  up  NeAv  Creek  valley  to  approach 
Moorefield  from  the  Avest,  and  another,  viaEomney  and  the  Grassy  Lick 
road,  to  strike  the  Moorefield  and  Winchester  turnpike  and  approach 
Moorefield  from  the  east,  both  to  arriA^e  before  the  place  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th.  The  State  troops  of  Pendleton  County  to  the 
number  of  150  were  also  directed  to  cross  (from  North  Fork)  the  Fork 
Mountain  and  occupy  South  Fork,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  oft'  the 
enemy  if  lie  attempted  to  escape  via  Brock’s  Gap  up  South  I^ork  yah 
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ley.  Tlie  expedition  moved  as  directed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming, 
Sixth  A^irginia Cavalry,  v  ith  120  men  undone  gun,  proceeding  up  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  Major  Potts,  of  the  same  regiment,  with  155  men,  via  Komney. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fleming  approached  Moorefield  in  accordance  with 
his  instructions,  hut  found  the  place,  on  the  evening  of  the27th,  occupied 
by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Eosser,  and  was  driven 
back,  with  a  loss  of  twenty  men,  his  gun,  one  wagon,  and  one  ambulance. 
Major  Potts,  also,  Avho  arrived  the  next  morning,  was  compelled  to  retire 
after  charging  that  portion  of  the  rebel  force  left  to  guard  the  place, 
and  brought  off  his  command  in  comparative  safety,  crossing  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  avoiding  all  large  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  arriving  at 
a  station  on  the  railroad  about  thirteen  miles  west  of  New  Creek  on  the 
29th.  Eeference  is  made  to  the  detailed  reports  of  these  officers,  here¬ 
with  submitted,  which  set  forth  the  particulars  of  their  operations.  . 

Upon  being  advised,  on  the  27th,  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  large 
force  in  the  valley,  and  of  the  result  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming’s 
operations,  I  felt  assured  that  the  enemy  would  follow  up  the  advantage 
he  had  gained  by  attacking  New  Creek  or  Cumberland,  or  both,  and  at 
once  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  surprise,  telegraphed  to 
Colonel  Latham,  at  New  Creek,  advising  him  of  my  belief,  and  order¬ 
ing  him  to  take  measures  for  the  defense  of  the  post.  To  this  dispatch, 
at  midnight.  Colonel  Latham  replied  that,  ^Gie  was])repared  for  them.” 
With  this  assurance,  I  entertained  no  fears  of  a  disaster.  New  Creek 
had  been  well  fortified  and  was  garrisoned  at  the  time  by  about  700  men 
of  all  arms,  principally  dismounted  cavalry,  with  three  pieces  of  Battery 
L,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  and  four  pieces  in  the  fort,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  could  be  successfully  defended  against  any  cavalry  force  the 
enemy  could  probably  bring  against  it.  The  events  justified  my  opin¬ 
ion  as  to  the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy,  but  failed  to 
justify  my  reliance  in  the  vigilance  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
post.  The  rebels,  numbering  probably  2,000  men,  under  Generals 
Eosser  and  Payne,  after  leaving  strong  detachments  at  Moorefield  and 
Claysville,  moved  down  the  valley  at  once,  following  Lieuteimnt-Col- 
onel  Fleming 5  arrived  before  the  place  at  11.30  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  and 
after  capturing  all  the  pickets,  charged  the  works  and  captured  the 
artillery,  without  meeting  scarcely  the  slightest  resistance.  The  officers 
and  men  were  apparently  in  their  quarters  and  the  horses  in  the  stables, 
and  “confusion  worse  confounded”  at  once  ensued.  No  successful 
attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  men,  and  the  Government  buildings  and 
property  were  in  a  few  minutes  in  rebel  hands.  These  buildings  Avere 
at  once  fired,  and  the  property  therein  collected  destroyed,  together  with 
several  houses  and  considerable  merchandise,  and  other  effects  owned 
by  private  parties.  A  force  Avas  then  detached  from  the  main  com¬ 
mand,  under  a  Major  McDonald,  formerly  a  resident  of  New  Creek,  and 
sent  to  Piedmont,  five  miles  west  of  New  Creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Eailroad,  to  capture  the  small  garrison  and  destroy  the  engine 
and  machine  shops  at  that  place.  This  detachment,  however,  signally 
failed  in  its  operations.  The  small  force,  numbering  thirty-five  men, 
defending  the  toAvn,  was  collected  together  by  the  commanding  officer. 
Captain  Fisher,  of  the  Sixth  West  Yirginia  Infantry,  met  the  enemy, 
and  fought  him  until  compelled  to  give  way,  when  it  fell  back  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  commanding  the  important  buildings,  and  kept  up  a  sharj)  fire  on 
those  attempting  to  fire  them,  compelling  them,  eventually,  to  retreat 
without  accomplishing  their  object.  They  then  rejoined  the  main  rebel 
column  at  New  Creek,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  Avhole  force  moved 
rapidly  up  the  valley,  via  Greenland  Gap,  Petersburg,  and  South  Fork, 
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to  Brook’s  Gap.  Major  Potts,  with  his  coinmaiui,  arriving  at  Kew  Creek 
tlie  next  day,  was  promptly  sent  after  the  enemy  to  liarass  his  rear,  and 
recapture,  if  possible,  a  i)ortion  of  the  spoils,  but  failed  to  overtake  him  in 
his  hurried  retreat.  Until  authentic  information  of  this  retrograde 
movement  was  received,  it  was  believed  that  an  attack  would  also  be 
made  on  Cumberland,  and  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  strengthen 
the  garrison  with  a  view  to  a  successful  defense.  The  limited  available 
force  of  my  command,  east  of  the  place,  was  hastily  concentrated,  form¬ 
ing  a  garrison  of  about  500  men.  The  additional  arrival  the  next  a.  m. 
of  three  small  regiments,  ordered  to  me  by  the  commanding  general 
of  the  military  division,  placed  Cumberland  out  of  any  threatened 
danger,  and  enabled  me  to  take  measures  at  once  for  the  recapture  and 
reoccupation  of  New  Creek.  A  reconnaissance  made  in  the  morning 
with  iron-clad  cars  having,  however,  indicated  that  the  enemy  had 
retreated  the  previous  evening,  but  two  regiments  were  sent  to  New 
Creek,  which  at  once  occupied  the  works. 

I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  Colonel  Latham 
previous  to  the  disaster.  Colonel  Latham’s  own  report,  and  the  report 
of  Captain  Fisher  of  the  operations  at  Piedmont. 

liegarding  the  losses  at  New  Creek,  I  regret  that  this  report  must 
necessarily  be  left  for  the  present  incomplete.  No  detailed  statement 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  regiments  and  detachments  has  yet  been 
procured,  owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  commanding 
officers,  with  all  their  papers  and  books,  were  captured  and  carried  off. 
The  losses  sustained  by  the  Government  stores  forwarded  to  that 
point  for  issue  have  been  ascertained  and  are  enumerated  in  the  state¬ 
ment*  herewith  submitted  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  sub¬ 
sistence  at  that  depot.  A  more  full  report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  data  can  be  procured.  I  submit  for  the  present  a  statement 
of  losses,  which  is  believed  to  be  approximately  correct. 

In  prisoners  there  were  taken  about  450  officers  and  men.  Of  these 
it  is  believed  that  near  150  have  since  escaped  during  the  hurried  re¬ 
treat  of  the  enemy,  and  returned  to  their  commands. 

In  artillery  there  were  captured  and  carried  off,  four  pieces  of  Battery 
L,  First  Illinois  Artillery,  one  taken  near  Moorefield,  the  others  at  New 
Creek,  two  caissoiis,  and  most  of  the  horses  and  harness  of  the  two 
sections.  The  four  pieces  in  the  works  were  spiked,  though  not  effectu¬ 
ally,  and  will  be  rendered  serviceable. 

The  horses  captured,  belonging  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery  com¬ 
mands,  will  lU'obably  reach  250. 

No  damage  was  done  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  either  to 
track  or  bridges,  at  or  near  New  Creek  or  at  Piedmont,  and  but  little 
to  the  valuable  and  important  works  of  the  company  at  the  latter 
1)1  ace. 

Tlie  losses  in  stores  at  the  depot  belonging  to  the  quarteimiaster’s 
and  commissary  departments,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  state- 
nnmts,  are  as  follows,  in  moneyed  valuation: 


(^iiartonnastor's  stores .  $72,  000  00 

Commissary  stores .  18  382  54 

Government  building  (original  cost) .  33’  000  00 


4otal .  123,382  54 


New  Creek  since  1801  has  been  regarded  as  a  suitable  depot  for  stores 
intended  for  issue  to  the  troops  on  line  of  railroad  and  at  interior 

*  Omitted. 
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points,  and  to  tliis  view  tlie  place  lias  been  fortified  and  the  needed 
buildings  erected.  As  it  was  the  only  station  on  the  line  of  the  rail¬ 
road  west  of  Harper’s  Ferry  where  stores  in  considerable  quantities 
were  usually  kept,  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  direct  the  establishment 
of  a  new  depot,  although  doubting  the  policy  of  collecting  there  super¬ 
fluous  stores  and  supplies.  I  have  ever  labored  to  keep  the  quantity 
reduced  to  the  minimum  required  and  have  protested  against  the 
recent  directions  of  the  chief  supervising  commissary  of  tlie  Depart¬ 
ments  of  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  to  establish  there  the  depot  of  the 
department,  regarding  this  as  an  invitation  to  rebel  raids,  and  there¬ 
upon  the  commissary  stores  not  needed  by  the  troops  along  the  line  of 
road  were  removed  to  a  safer  point  and  there  issued.  As  it  was,  how¬ 
ever,  knowing  tliat  considerable  stores  were  necessarily  there,  I  so  ar¬ 
ranged  the  small  force  assigned  to  guard  the  western  portion  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  as  to  allow  a  permanent  garrison  at  the 
point  indicated  of  about  800  effective  men,  thus  constituting  it  the  only 
j)ost  at  which  any  considerable  force  was  stationed  in  my  command. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  feel  constrained  to  add  that,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  tliis  disaster  to  our  arms  should  not  have  occurred,  but  resulted 
from  the  failure  of  the  commanding  officer  at  the  station  to  take  the 
necessary  precautions  against  surprise.  It  was  his  plain  duty,  with  the 
information  he  jiossessed,  waiving  any  question  of  orders,  to  place  his 
command  under  arms  and  in  or  near  the  works,  to  there  remain  while 
there  was  the  least  probability  of  an  attack,  instead  of  relying  on  the 
pickets  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  hostile  force.  Had 
a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  been  exercised  the  place  could,  in  my 
judgment,  have  been  successfully  defended  and  a  victory  achieved. 
Entertaining  this  belief,  I  placed  Colonel  Latham  in  arrest  and  ordered 
him  to  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  to  await  trial  by  general  court-martial. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Fisher  and  his  small  command  is 
commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  the  department.  The  stubborn  resistance  he  interposed  to 
the  rebel  incendiary  force  was  the  means  of  preserving  nearly  all  the 
valuable  buildings  and  otlier  property  of  the  railroad  company  at  Pied¬ 
mont,  and  entitles  him  to  great  praise. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KELLEY^ 
Brevet  Major- General. 

Capt.  11.  P.  Kennedy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  West  Virginia. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Cumberland,  November  ^.5,  1864. 

Col.  George  11.  Latham, 

JVeiv  Greek  : 

1  Avill  send  the  scout  to  Eomney,  with  orders  to  move  up  the  Trough 
road.  Have  you  made  arrangements  with  the  -‘Swamps”  to  occupy 
South  Fork  above  Moorefield  ?  Direct  the  officer  in  command  to  inform 
the  peopleof  Moorefield  and  South  Branch  Valley  that  if  they  continue  to 
harbor  and  feed  AIcKeill’s  men  that  the  whole  valley  will  be  laid  waste 
like  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY", 
Brevet  Major-General. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

New  Creek. 

Major-General  Kelley  : 

Your  dispatches  received.  The  ^‘Swaiiqis”  will  occupy  the  South  Fork 
Valley.  I  will  investigate  the  matter  when  the  expedition  returns. 

GEO.  E.  LATHAM, 

Colonel, 

[Tnclosure  No.  3.] 

New  Creek,  November  27^  1864 — 10.20  ii.  m. 
Major-General  -Kelley  : 

Colonel  Flemin  g  is  defea  ted  near  Moorefield ;  his  force  routed.  Eosser 
is  said  to  be  in  command  of  rebels.  Major  Potts,  with  150  men,  has  gone, 
via  Hanging  Eock,  the  Wardensville  road,  and  is  therefore  in  their 
rear.  Will  give  particulars  as  I  get  them. 

GEO.  E.  LATHAM, 

Colonel. 

[luclosurc  No.  4.] 


'  Cumberland,  November  27,  1864. 

Colonel  Latham, 

Neiv  Creek: 

Where  did  Colonel  Fleming  meet  the  enemy,  and  what  was  his  prin¬ 
cipal  strength — was  it  cavalrv  or  infantry,  or  artillery? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 

[luclosurc  No.  5.  J 

Brevet  Major-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland : 

The  light  commenced  at  the  ford,  about  four  miles  from  Moorefield; 
the  rebels  showed  about  800  mounted  men,  nothing  else. 

GEO.  E.  LATHAM, 

Colonel. 

[luclo.sure  No.  6.] 

Cumberland,  Md.,  November  27,  1864. 

Colonel  Latham, 

New  Creek : 

Put  your  post  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  defense,  as  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  the  rebels  will  attack  you.  Give  me  all  the  information  you 
have  of  Fleming’s  defeat. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

m 

[Tnclosure  No.  7.] 

New  Creek,  [November]  27,  1864—12.15  midnight. 
General  B.  F.  Kelley: 

Colonel  Fleming  has  arrived.  He  thinks  he  has  lost  about  twenty  men ; 
lost  one  gun,  one  wagon,  and  one  ambulance.  I  am  prepared  for  them. 

GEG.  E.  LATHAM, 

Colonel. 
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No.  4. 

Ueport  of  CoL  Georf/e  U.  Latham,  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry^  com¬ 

manding  TJ.  IS.  forces  at  New  Creeh,  W.  Va. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  Deeemher  1,  ItlO-l. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  lion  or  to  report  that  I  directed  an  expedition 
against  the  enemy  at  Moorefield,  which  started  from  Burlington  on  the 
20th  and  27th  ultimo.  Supposing  at  the  time  that  there  were  about 
150  men  at  Moorefield,  under  Woodson  and  McNeill,  my  force  was 
divided  into  two  parties,  Major  Fotts  taking  155  men  via  Bomney  to 
intersect  the  Wardensville  road,  ten  miles  east  of  Moorefield,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming,  Sixth  AYest  Virginia  Cavalry,  taking  100 
mounted  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery  (of  Battery  L,  First  Illinois)  on 
the  direct  road  to  Moorefield.  I  had  also  engaged  the  State  scouts  to 
the  amount  of  150  to  occupj^  the  South  Fork  Valley. above  Moorefield. 
These  forces  were  to  concentrate  on  the  morning  of  the  28tli.  The  rebel 
General  Kosser,  with  his  cavalry  division,  reached  Moorefield  on  the 
27th,  and  defeated  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming,  capturing  his  artillery 
and  about  20  men.  Major  Potts  proceeded  on  his  route  without  know- 
-ing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming’s  fate  until  he  arrived  at  Moorefield 
at  the  appointed  time.  1  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Fleming  and  Major  Potts  for  a  further 
account  of  their  operations.  Permit  me  to  say,  however,  that  they  both 
did  very  well  under  the  circumstances.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming’s 
mounted  men  were  armed  with  Enfield  rifles  and  could  not  load  on 
horseback,  while  the  enemy’s  forces  were  elegantly  mounted  and 
equipped  for  mounted  service.  Major  Potts,  in  my  opinion,  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  management,  resulting  in  bringing  his  force  success¬ 
fully  around  Kosser’s  entire  command.  As  soon  as  I  learned  of  the 
defeat  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Fleming  (about  9  p.  m.  27th)  I  extended 
and  strengthened  my  pickets  and  had  the  post  put  in  i^roper  state  for 
defense. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  took  still  further  precaution,  having 
l)ickets  and  patrols  eight  miles  out,  and  was  preparing  a  iiarty  of  twenty 
mounted  men  to  proceed  to  Burlington  (twelve  miles),  when,  about 
11.30  o’clock,  the  camp  was  completely  surprised  by  the  enemy  and  cap¬ 
tured  almost  without  resistance.  The  enemy’s  advance  were  dressed 
in  Federal  uniforms  and  had  taken  all  my  pickets,  who  had  mistaken 
them  for  Major  Potts  and  his  command.  There  were  about  700  men 
here — 200  artillerymen  and  about  500  cavalry — principally  dismounted, 
including  forty  men  of  the  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry.  Of  these 
men  there  were  about  160  armed,  and  they  principally  Avith  arms  which 
had  been  condemned.  There  Avere  three  field  pieces  of  Battery  L, 
First  Illinois  Artillery,  and  four  pieces — two  12-x)ounders  and  tAVO  small 
l)ieces — in  the  fort,  Avhich  Avas  manned  by  Battery  H,  First  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Artillery.  The  artillery  aa  as  all  taken  first  and  the  men  Avere 
charged  impetuously  by  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy;  theyAvere  stam¬ 
peded;  to  rally  was  impossible,  and  would  have  been  certain  capture. 
The  place  Avas  then  captured  and  much  property  lost. 

I  have  4  men  wounded — do  not  know  of  any  killed — and,  from  the 
best  information  I  can  get,  there  Avere  443  captured,  at  least  100  of  whom 
liaA^e  since  escaped,  and  are  still  coming  in.  The  enemy  had  3  killed, 
among  them  an  officer,  and  others  Avounded.  I  have  lost  much  more 
heavily  in  proportion  of  officers  than  of  men. 
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Tlie  rebel  force  consisted  of  three  brigades,  two  of  which  were  in  this 
place  with  Generals  Rosser  and  Payne,  and  one  brigade  remained  sev¬ 
eral  miles  back.  Their  force  is  variously  estimated,  but  according  to 
the  most  reliable  information  I  can  get,  I  believe  they  had  about  2,000 
liere  and  1,000  kept  back;  about  1,000  to  the  brigade.  They  destroyed 
almost  the  entire  toAvn,  private  as  Avell  as  public  buildings,  and  some 
store-houses  with  large  stocks  of  goods.  The  fort  was  not  injured  nor 
the  guns  taken  from  "it;  the  held  pieces  were  taken  off;  nor  was  the 
railroad  destroyed.  They  left  here  about  4  p.  m.  and  marched  to 
Gi’eenland,  where  they  camped  until  the  morning  of  the  29th,  then 
moved  on.  I  feel  most  deeply  the  disaster,  and  especially  the  stigma 
of  a  suriwise,  but  without  standing  picket  myself  I  cannot  see  that  I 
could  have  been  more  vigilant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient-servant, 

GEO.  R.  LATHAM, 

Colonel  Fifth  '  West  Virf/inia  Cavalry^  Commamling. 

Capt.  R.  P.  Kennedy, 

Assistant  Ad jntant- General.;  Fepartmeyit  of  ' West  Virginia. 

ADDENDA  . 

Headquarters  IJ.  S.  Forces, 

New  Creeh,  W.  Va.,  November  30,  1804. 

Capt.  R.  P.  Kennedy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  West  Virginia: 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  The  loss  of  New 
Creek  on  the  28th  instant,  considering  the  manner  of  its  loss,  seems  a 
disgraceful  affair.  The  surprise  was  complete,  and  being  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  I  will  have  it  to  answer  for.  This  I  desire  to  do,  as  I 
claim  to  be  able  to  establish  that  I  had  taken  unusual  jtrecautions  to 
obtain  notice  of  any  advance  by  the  enemy.  I  had  directed  and  in¬ 
structed  the  advanced  picket  guards  myselb  and  had  pickets  and  patrols 
eight  miles  out  on  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  advanced.  They, 
knowing  that  Major  Potts  of  my  command  was  out  with  about  150 
men,  provided  an  advance  of  about  the  same  strength,  dressed  in 
Federal  uniforms,  and  in  this  way  deceived  each  picket — four  several 
posts — and  marched  into  camp  without  being  recognized  as  an  enemy, 
until,  at  a  given  signal,  they  drew  their  lustols  and  commenced  firing  on 
my  men,  both  officers  and  men  believing  them  to  be  Major  Potts^  com¬ 
mand.  They  thus  got  possession  of  the  artillery,  and,  having  but  100 
armed  men  in  camp,  they  were  almost  immediately  overpowered,  as  the 
whole  rebel  column,  some  2,000  strong,  dashed  imi)etuously  upon  them. 
The  panic  and  stam])ede  became  in  a  few  moments  hopelessly  general; 
to  rally  was  impossible. 

This  is  the  first  disaster  I  have  ever  suffered  in  over  three  years’ 
active  service,  and  if  there  is  blame  attached  to  my  management  of  the 
afiair  I  most  respectfully  request  that  there  be  no  peremptory  orders 
alfecting  me  without  an  investigation.  I  will  forward  a  report  to¬ 
morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  R.  LATHAM, 
Colonef  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Forces  West  of  Hancock, 

Cumberland^  Md.,  December  1,  1864. 

Respectfully  trausmitted  to  headquarters  Department  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Colonel  Latham,  for  x^ermitting  the  garrison  at  New  Creek  to  be  sur- 
lirised  by  the  enemy  on  the  28th  ultimo,  has  been  placed  in  arrest  and 
ordered  to  Grafton  to  await  further  orders;  this  by  orders  of  this  date 
from  these  headcxuarters. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

December  4,  1864. 

Resi^ectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division.* 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Major-General. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Rufus  E.  Fleyningj  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry^ 
of  operations  November  27. 

Headquarters  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 

New  Creek.,  W.  Fa.,  November  28,  1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  which  took  x)lace  near  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  yesterday,  27th  of 
November,  1864: 

1  marched  out  of  Burlington  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  November, 
1864,  with  120  men,  cavalry  and  artillery.  Two  of  the  comxianies  were 
armed  entirely  with  Enfield  rifles,  and  had  never  been  in  action.  The 
other  company  was  armed  partly  with  revolvers  and  partly  with  Enfield 
rifles.  I  moved  on  until  I  was  within  about  five  miles  of  Moorefield,  when 
tlie  scouts  reported  a  picket-x^ost  near  the  ford.  From  all  the  information 
I  could  frame.  General  Rosser  was  either  at  Moorefield,  or  would  be  there 
against  the  morning  of  the  28th.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  thought 
best  to  throw  a  skirmish  line  across  the  river,  and,  if  x^ossible,  ascertain 
if  General  Rosser  was  there  before  encamping  for  the  night,  and  also 
for  the  x^urpose  of  opening  communication  with  Major  Potts,  who  had 
gone  up  the  other  valley.  1  then  brought  up  the  artillery  and  planted 
it  at  tlie  ford,  three  miles  this  side  of  Moorefield,  and  formed  two  com¬ 
panies  for  a  support.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant  Blue,  with  six  men,  armed 
with  revolvers,  and  about  twenty-five  men  of  the  Fifth  West  Virginia 
(Javalry  across  the  ford,  at  the  same  time  xdacing  a  picket  uxi  the  river 
for  the  x:>urx)ose  of  ascertaining  what  might  take  x^l^^^ce  in  Moorefield. 

*  Colonel  Latham  was  tried  by  a  general  court-martial  on  the  charges  of  ‘^neg¬ 
lect  of  duty,  disobedience  of  orders,  and  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discii)line;”  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  See  General  Orders,  No.  7,  Middle  Military  Division,  January 
11,  1865.  By  General  Court-Martial  Orders,  No.  80,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eraFs  Oflice,  March  19, 1865,  this  dismissal  was  revoked,  and  he  was  honorably  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  service,  upon  his  own  reipiest,  to  date  March  9, 1865. 


Chap.  LY.] 


663 


AFFAIR  AT  NEW  CREEK,  W.  VA. 

When  the  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  had  gone  about  one  quarter 
of  a  mile  a  column  of  about  100  men  emerged  from  the  woods  and 
charged  it.  At  the  same  time  a  force  of  about  100  men  charged  the 
road  from  Moorefield.  The  advance  at  once  fell  back  on  the  reserve, 
hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy.  I  then  opened  on  them  and  drove  them 
from  the  ford,  but  they  turned  at  once  and  made  for  the  lower  ford.  At 
the  same  time  another  column  of  100  men  emerged  fi  om  the  woods  lower 
down,  and  also  made  for  the  lower  ford.  1  saw  that  they  were  making 
for  the  pass,  and  gave  orders  at  once  to  fall  back,  at  the  same  time  pro¬ 
tecting  my  rear  and  right  llank  as  well  as  I  could  under  the  circum¬ 
stances.  When  opposite  the  lower  ford  I  again  unlimbered  my-artillery, 
but  as  soon  asT  got  the  range  of  tlie  ford  they  commenced  crossing, 
both  above  and  below.  I  then  moved  off  the  advance  and  left  the  rear 
to  skirmish,  but  while  skirmishing  with  one  ])ortion  of  them  another, 
portion  flanked  them  and  got  in  the  mouth  of  the  gap.  It  then  became 
a  hand-to-hand  flght  with  the  rear.  I  intended  to  make  a  stand  at  the 
gap,  but  was  so  hotly  pursued  that  I  could  not  rally  any  portion  of  the 
men  until  it  was  too  late.  The  gun  lost  one  wheel  and  broke  one  axle 
at  this  end  of  the  gap,  and  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  it.  We  were 
also  encumbered  with  one  wagon  and  one  ambulance,  which  were  lost. 

I  cannot  at  the  present  ascertain  the  entire  loss,  but  20  men  will  cover 
it,  6  or  8  of  whom  were  wounded  and  killed. 

The  picket  which  was  placed  up  the  river  report  a  column  of  500  men, 
which  never  moved  out  of  MoorefleUl. 

I  desire  to  com|)liment  the  officers  and  men  for  their  stubborn  resist¬ 
ance  against  vastly  superior  numbers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

li,  E.  FLEAIING, 

Lie  u  ten  ant-  Co  lonely  Comm  anding. 

[Col.  George  E.  Latham.) 


No.  G. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Peter  J.  Potts,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  oper¬ 
ations  November  26-Decemher  I, 

New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  November  30,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  according  to  instructions 
from  post  headquarters,  through  Lieut.  Col.  E.  E.  Fleming,  I  proceeded 
from  Burlington,  W.  Ya.,  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  2Gth  instant,  with  155  men; 
marched  to  Eoinney ;  camped  for  the  night.  Moved  in  the  morning  at  4 
o’clock  27th  instant;  took  the  Grassy  Lick  road,  leading  across  the 
mountains  to  Northwestern  turnpike,  which  Ibads  to  the  town  of  Aloore- 
field,  county  seat  of  Hardy  County,  W.  Ya. ;  then  moved  along  the 
Northwestern  pike  until  within  a  few  miles  of  Alooretield ;  camped  for  the 
night.  Moved  at  4  a.  m.  28th  instant;  reached  Alooretield  at  sunrise; 
captured  some  rebel  pickets.  A  portion  of  my  command  charged  the 
town  (Moorefleld),  but  was  met  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  was  driven  from  the  town.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had 
received  large  re-enforcements,  I  withdrew  my  command;  crossed  the 
river;  traveled  a  mountain  patli  leading  to  or  near  the  town  of  Will¬ 
iamsport.  From  thence  I  ])roceeded  to  the  left;  crossed  the  mountain 
at  Harrison’s  Gap;  proceeded  along  a  mountain  path  which  leads  to 
Elk  Garden  road,  which  road  leads  to  Fiedmont,  but  finding  a  large 
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force  of  tlie  enemy  camped  in  my  front,  tlionglit  best  to  withdraw  from 
that  road  and  did  so,  and  took  a  path  leading  across  the  mountain  to 
the  left  of  Bloomington  to  a  small  station  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail- 
road.  When  within  a  few  miles  of  the  station  I  camped  for  the  night, 
leaving  it  (the  camx))  at  4  a.  m.  29th  instant,  and  arrived  at  Frank ville, 
on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad,  at  10  a.  m.,  from  thence,  via  Piedmont, 
to  New  Creek. 

My  command,  being  much  wearied,  behaved  nobly.  Lost  one  man, 
captured;  but  two  wounded  slightly;  captured  one  rebel  lieutenant  and 
twelve  men ;  also  a  number  of  horses,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  POTTS, 

Major  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry ^  Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  George  K.  Latham, 

Fifth  West  Virginia,  Cavalry. 


New  Creek,  W.  Ya.,  Deeemher  5,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
recent  scout  to  Petersburg,  &c. : 

I  started  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  from  this  xiost,  by  order  of  Col¬ 
onel  Latham,  to  open,  if  possible,  communication  with  the  cavalry 
force  of  the  Valley,  supposed  to  be  then  at  Moorefield.  I  started  with 
ninety  men,  and  had  to  send  some  eight  or  ten  back  before  I  reached 
Greenland  Gap,  from  the  fact  that  their  horses  were  then  unable  to  travel 
farther,  leaving  me  but  eighty  men.  I  arrived  at  Petersburg  at  about 
12  m.  on  1st,  and  there  met  a  Union  citizen  just  from  Moorefield, 
who  stated  that  our  cavalry,  about  3,000,  entered  Moorefield  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th,  and  left  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  in  the  direction 
of  Brock’s  Gap.  The  rebels  left  Petersburg  on  the  morning  of  the  30tli, 
and  went  in  the  direction  of  Brock’s  Gap,  leaving  Moorefield  to  their 
left.  Some  little  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  gap  on  the 
evening  of  the  1st;  know  not  the  result  or  cause.  McNeill’s  and  Wood¬ 
son’s  commands  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Moorefield;  about  150  men.  I 
ran  some  twenty  of  them  out  of  Petersburg;  they  went  in  the  direction 
of  Moorefield.  As  my  horses  were  so  fatigued  from  a  forced  march  of  six 
days,  and  our  cavalry  having  twelve  hours  start  of  me,  believing  that 
I  could  not  reach  or  open  communication  with  our  cavalry,  I  returned 
to  New  Creek  via  Burlington.  Rosser  took  all  the  property  he  could 
get,  such  as  horses,  cattle,  even  cows,  calves,  sheep,  &c.  I  was  bound 
to  leave  three  or  four  horses  on  the  road  from  Petersburg  to  Burling¬ 
ton,  which  gave  out. 

lloi)ing  that  this  may  l^e  satisfactory,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  POTTS, 

Major  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Our  cavalry  only  went  a  few  miles  above  Moorefield,  then 
returned  to  the  Valley,  so  persons  state  who  escaped  from  Brock’s  Gap. 

P.  3.  POTTS, 

Major. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Cumberland^  Md. 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Fuller^  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantry^  of  oper¬ 
ations  November  28. 

ITdqrs.  Company  A,  Sixth  West  AArginia  Yol.  Infty., 

Piedmont^  W.  Fa.,  November  30^  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  of  the 
*  engagement  at  Piedmont,  W.  A^a.,  on  the  28th  of  November: 

About  1  o’clock  I  learned  that  New  Creek  was  surprised  and  cap¬ 
tured.  I  was  confident  that  the  enemy  would  send  a  force  here  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  shops  and  machinery.  I  ordered 
my  detachment  of  twenty  men  from  Bloomington  here,  Avhich  made  my 
force  number  thirty-five  effective  men.  The  enemy,  not  less  than  300 
strong,  under  Major  McDonald,  approached  the  town  about  2  p.  m.,  on 
the  New  Creek  road.  1  commenced  skirmishing  with  them  on  this 
road,  but  finding  that  I  was  greatly  outnumbered  in  force,  I  fell  back 
across  the  river  on  the  hill,  where  my  position  was  more  safe.  This 
position  gave  me  a  good  command  of  the  town.  They  attempted  to 
cross  the  river  twice,  bnt  were  repulsed  each  time.  I  fought  them 
three  hours,  when  they  retreated  on  the  Elk  Garden  road.  Tdiey  only 
succeeded  in  burning  one  of  the  round-houses  of  the  shops.  They  left 
one  man  killed  and  one  mortally  wounded.  I  cannot  give  you  the 
true  number  of  wounded,  but  I  think  they  had  ten  or  fifteen  wounded. 

My  command  fought  well  and  deserves  the  greatest  praise.  A 
large  portion  of  them  were  recruits,  and  the  first  time  they  were  under 
fire. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FISHEE, 

Captain  Company  A,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[General  B.  F.  Kelley.] 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Harrison.,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  TJ.  S. 

Army,  of  property  captured  and  destroyed  November  28. 

Depot  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Cumberland,  Md.,  December  3,  1864. 

CAPTAIN :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  2d  instant  relative  to  the 
destruction  of  Government  property  .at  New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  by  the  rebel  raiders,  I  find  it  will  be  impossible,  at  present,  to  give 
you  an  accurate  list  of  the  property  lost  or  destroyed,  owing  to  the  loss 
of  the  papers  and  books  at  New  Creek.  I  give  below  a  list  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  articles  which  is  as  correct  as  can  be  ascertained  at  this  time: 

Clothing,  camp  and  garrison  ecpiipage:  225  hats,  300  caps,  100  dress 
coats,  1,400  uniform  jackets,  1,200  trowsers  (mounted),  500  trowsers 
(foot),  400  blouses,  1,500  fiaiinel  shirts,  1,500  pairs  drawers,  500  pairs 
boots,  2,000  pairs  stockings,  750  great  coats  (mounted  and  foot),  330 
woolen  blankets,  250  rubber  blankets,  250  knapsacks,  250  haversacks, 
300  canteens,  100  axes,  100  spades,  100  shovels,  100  camp-kettles,  100 
mA.ss-pans,  50  hatchets,  4  camp  colors,  23  guidons,  4  wall-tents,  500 
shelter-tents,  350  pickaxes  and  handles,  54  Sibley  tent  stoves,  150  com- 
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pany  and  regimental  books^  8  hospital  tents,  &c.  The  approximate 
value  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  lost  would  not  exceed 
$34,000.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  above  stores  were  to  have  been 
issued  in  a  day  or  two. 

Quartermaster’s  stores — consisting  of  fuel,  stationery,  hospital  and 
office  furniture,  building  materials,  veterinary  tools  and  horse  medicines, 
blacksmiths’  tools,  carpenters’  and  miscellaneous  tools,  saddlers’  tools  j 
stores  for  expenditure,  including  horseshoes,  horseshoe  and  cut  nails, 
iron,  rope,  steel,  wagon-tongues  and  hounds,  spokes — would  not  exceed 
$5,000.  This  estimate  I  consider  full  largCo 

Means  of  transportation :  76  single  sets  of  horse  and  mule  harness, 
worn;  4  four-horse  wagons,  21  two-horse  wagous,  3  ambulances,  39 
mules,  118  horses,  all  serviceable;  169  horses  unlit  for  service,  and  a 
large  portion  of  same  worthless.  Approximate  value,  $30,000. 

Forage:  25  tons  hay,  1,600  bushels  grain.  Money  value  would  not 
exceed  $3,000. 

Buildings;  The  buildings  which  were  erected  by  Captain  Loomis, 
assistant  quartermaster,  under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Fremont, 
in  the  spring  of  1862,  then  commanding  this  department,  were  the  finest 
in  the  department,  and  at  the  time  of  erection  probably  cost  $33,000. 
1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  a  copy  of  letter  inclosed  from 
Mr.  H.  L.  Winants,  assistant  quartermaster’s  agent  at  NTew  Greek  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  HABBISOK, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Q^iarter master, 

Capt.  Thayer  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General^  Cumberland,  Md, 


m.  9. 

Report  of  Quartermaster  Agent  if.  L.  Winants,  of  operations  Novem¬ 
ber  28.  . 

Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Neiv  Creelc,  W.  Va.,  December  3,  1864. 

Captain  :  The  disaster  at  this  post  on  the  28th  ultimo  is  already 
known  to  you  with  such  details  of  the  destruction  of  property  as  could 
be  gathered  from  the  ruins  of  papers  and  memorandums.  Very  little 
property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the  quartermaster’s  department  was 
saved  from  the  destruction  or  plunder  by  the  rebel  raiders.  The  surprise 
was  complete  and  successful.  But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  after  the 
first  alarm  that  the  enemy  was  in  the  fort  before  they  had  entire  pos¬ 
session  of  the  station,  the  Government  buildings,  and  property.  The 
force  employed  by  this  department,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  were  all  at 
their  posts.  The  clerks  Avere  at  work  at  their  desks  in  the  office  and 
were  captured,  but  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  subsequently. 
The  heads  of  the  several  ijositions  were  all  present  and  attending  to 
their  usual  duties.  Had  there  been  twenty  minutes’  notice  all  our 
serviceable  stock  at  the  post  could  probably  have  been  saved  by  mov¬ 
ing  it  off;  as  it  was,  most  of  the  men  in  charge  of  the  animals  AA^ere 
captured  in  tne  corral  or  stables.  The  business  office  was  soon  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  raiders  and  the  property  destroyed.  The  books  and 
papers  were  captured  near  the  river,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
the  office,  while  being  coiiA^eyed  to  a  ])lace  of  safety  by  an  employe.  I 


Chap.  LV.] 


AFFAIR  AT  NEW  CREEK,  W.  VA. 


667 


iuclose  you  such  vouchers  for  the  month  of  November  as  I  have  been 
able  to  gather  up  from  the  point  where  the  papers  were  captured.  All 
the  public  buildings  at  the  post  were  burned,  with  the  exception  of  the 
saddler’s  shop,  one  blacksmith  shop,  and  one  small  stable.  The  amount 
of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  in  the  warehouse  was  not 
large,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  would  have  been  issued  in  a  day 
or  two.  The  amount  of  quartermaster’s  stores  on  hand  was  smaller 
than  that  of  the  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  but  were  de¬ 
stroyed  or  taken  away  by  the  rebels.  The  transportation  at  the  post 
was  limited  and  was  employed  principally  in  hauling  hay  from  the  re¬ 
gion  of  Burlington  for  the  use  of  the  post,  but  were  in  camp  when  the 
attack  was  made,  and  were  all  captured,  as  were  also  the  post  teams 
usually  busy  in  serving  the  hospital  and  troops.  What  stores  can  be 
gathered  from  the  ruins  are  being  placed  in  safe  x>ositions  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for.  An  office  has  been  opened  for  business  and  such  supplies 
being  procured  for  the  troops  remaining  as  requisitions  are  made  for 
by  the  proper  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  WINANTS, 
Assistant  Quartermaster  Agent. 

Capt.  Georce  W.  Harrison, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Cumberland,  Md. 


No.  10. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Petersburg,  December  2, 1864. 

General  Early  reports  that  General  Rosser,  with  Payne’s  and  his  own 
brigade,  encountered,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  near  Moorefield  a  small  party 
of  enemy ;  captured  40  xirisoners,  1  xiiece  of  artillery.  On  28th  surprised 
and  captured  Fort  Kelley,  at  New  Creek,  4  field  pieces,  4  siege  guns, 
between  [700  and]  800  prisoners,  a  large  number  of  horses,  mules,  and 
8  stand  of  colors ;  destroyed  200  wagons,  a  very  large  amount  of  quar¬ 
termaster,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  He  brought  off  the  field 
pieces,  some  wagons;  sx^iked  the  siege  guns,  destroyed  the  carriages. 
He  caxitured  Piedmont;  destroyed  all  Government  buildings,  includ¬ 
ing  a  number  of  engines;  burned  several  bridges,  and  did  considerable 
damage  to  railroad,  and  (jollected  several  hundred  head  of  cattle.  His 
loss  2  killed  and  2  or  3  wounded.  The  boldness  and  energy  exhibited 
by  General  Rosser  and  the  conduct  of  his  men  deserves  much  praise. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  General  Early  some  of  the  particulars  ot 
the  recent  expedition  of  General  Rosser.  The  fort  at  New  Creek,  which 
was  deemed  very  strong  by  the  enemy,  was  conqiletely  surprised, 
although  the  attack  was  made  in  tlie  daytime.  So  well  were  General 
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Rosser^s  measures  taken,  and  so  skillfully  executed,  that  the  enemy\s 
pickets  were  captured  and  the  fort  charged  before  the  presence  of  our 
troops  was  known.  The  enemy  did  not  lire  a  single  piece  of  artillery. 
The  fort,  x)risoners,  the  colors  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  West  Virginia 
Cavaliy  (Federal),  the  garrison  flag,  and  five  guidons  were  captured 
by  Payne’s  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Captain  Fitzhugh,  of  the  Fifth,  by  whom  the  flags  were  transmitted  to 
the  Department,  led  the  assault  on  Fort  Kelley,  and  was  the  first  to 
enter  the  works  and  imll  down  the  Rag.  General  Rosser  states  that 
the  stores  destroyed  filled  several  large  warehouses.  The  machine 
shops  at  Piedmont  had  been  repaired  and  enlarged  since  they  were 
burned  by  Captain  McNeill.  They  were  thoroughly  destroyed  by 
Major  McDonald,  of  Rosser’s  brigade,  together  with  nine  engines  and 
a  number  of  cars. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  captured  was  700,  but  in  bringing 
them  out  througli  the  mountains  at  night  between  200  and  300  escaped. 
Between  1,200  and  1,500  horses  and  about  the  same  number  of  cattle 
were  secured. 

The  expedition  was  conducted  with  great  skill  and  boldness,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  General  Rosser  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  command. 

I  forward  herewith  some  papers  that  were  taken,  which  show  what 
the  enemy  contemplated  doing  and  the  treatment  intended  for  our  citi¬ 
zens  on  the  northern  border. 

y respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond^  Ya. 


[Inclosiire  Xo.  1.] 


Headquarters, 

Rfew  Cree1{,  W.  Va.,  November  J24,  1864. 

[Lieut.  Col.  R.  E.  Fleming:] 

Dear  Colonel:  I  have  sent  instructions  to  the  State  troops  to  be 
on  the  South  Fork,  at  the  junction  of  the  Howard’s  Lick  road,  four 
miles  above  Moorefield,  at  daylight  next  Monday  morning.  I  propose 
to  send  150  men  by  Romney  and  the  Hanging  Rock  to  strike  the 
Wardensville  road  ten  miles  east  of  Moorefield  at  the  same  time,  and 
that  lOjO  men  go  into  Moorefield  by  the  road  we  came  out  at  the  same 
time.  The  parties  on  these  other  roads  will  then  intercept  any  rebels 
who  may  be  frightened  away  from  Moorefield.  I  propose  that  you  exe¬ 
cute  this  plan.  I  will  send  out  what  supplies  are  needed  and  one  piece 
of  artillery.  After  concentrating  at  Moorefield,  General  Crook  desires 
that  everything  fit  for  army  use  be  either  brought  off*  or  destroyed 
while  returning.  Take  all  the  time  needed  to  give  a  thorough  raking 
to  the  entire  country,  and  leave  nothing  but  what  is  absolutely  needed 
for  family  use.  Give  certificates  for  everything — even  that  destroyed. 
You  can  give  such  for  forage  destroyed  as  ^‘by  virtue  of  instructions 
from  department  headquarters.”  You  can  ascertain  the  distances  and 
the  consequent  time  needed  to  make  the  destined  points  at  the 
appointed  hour.  I  would  move  some  on  KSunday  and  make  the  night 
trip  as  short  as  possible.  Keep  a  good  lookout.  I  learn  that  Rosser 
is  foraging  in  the  South  Fork  Valley.  Adjutant  Parker  will  return  to 
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you  with  additional  forces  and  a  thorough  verbal  understanding  on 
Saturday.  You  may  start  Major  Potts,  via  Hanging  Rock,  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning,  if  necessary,  before  the  adjutant  arrives,  as  he  will  be 
sure  to  come  with  sufficient  other  force  for  the  direct  road.  Generals 
Kelley  and  Crook  are  both  pleased  with  the  move.  General  Crook  has 
ordered  the  consolidation.  I  think  there  is  some  stock  in  the  vicinity 
of  Williamsport  that  ought  to  be  brought  off. 

Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  R.  LATHAM, 

Colonel j  Commanding, 

^  [Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Kew  Creek,  W.  Ya.,  November  ^6‘,  1864. 
[Lieut.  Col.  R.  E.  Fleming:] 

Colonel:  The  citizens  here  from  the  South  Branch  Valley  propose 
to  take  measures  to  rid  the  country  of  McKeilFs  men  and  to  co-operate 
with  us  for  that  purpose.  This  will  be  better  than  their  destruction. 
I  inclose  to  you  General  Kelley’s  telegram,  which  will  supersede  your 
jirevious  instructions  with  regard  to  the  destruction  of  property.  You 
will,  however,  bring  out,  the  stock.  There  are  some  serious  complaints 
of  robberies  committed  by  the  men.  Please  preserve  discipline,  and 
permit  nothing  to  be  done  without  responsible  authority. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  R.  LATHAM, 

Co lo nel,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Please  send  courier  in  from  Mooretield,  and  1  will  have  sup¬ 
plies  meet  you  at  Burlington  if  desired. 

[Sub-inclo8ure.] 

Cumberland,  Md.,  November  25^  1864. 

Col.  G.  R.  Latham: 

I  will  send  tlie  scout  to  Romney,  with  orders  to  move  up  the  Trough 
road.  Have  you  made  arrangements  with  the  ‘‘Swamps”  to  occupy 
South  Fork  above  MooreheicP?  Direct  the  officer  in  command  to 
inform  the  peoi)le  of  Moorelield  and  South  Branch  Valley  that  if  they 
continue  to  harbor  and  feed  McKeill’s  men  that  the  whole  valley  will 
be  laid  waste  like  the  Shenandoah  V alley. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Rosser^  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Rosser’s  Division, 

Near  Petersburg,  November  30,  1864. 
General  :  After  cay)turing  the  artillery  and  w^agons  at  Moorelield,  on 
the  27th  I  moved  on  New  Creek  by  a  night  march  and  surprised  and 
captured  the  garrison  about  10  o’clock  next  morning,  which  embraced 
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between  700  and  800  prisoners,  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  four  of  which 
were  siege  guns,  a  large  number  of  horses  and  mules,  and  destroyed  a 
vast  amount  of  commissary,  ordnance,  and  quartermaster  stores.  I 
destroyed  also  about  200  wagons,  bringing  off  only  a  few.  I  brought 
off*  the  field  battery,  blowing  up  the  caissons.  I  then  sent  a  force  up 
to  Piedmont,  which  succeeded  in  destroying  an  immense  amount  of 
property  there,  all  the  Government  buildings,  and  all  the  machine  shops, 
&c.,  connected  with  the  railroad.  I  damaged  the  railroad  considerably, 
destroying  several  small  bridges.  I  have  gathered  up  400  or  500 
head  of  cattle  and  some  sheep,  and  am  now  on  my  way  to  camp, 
and  all  the  captured  property  is  now  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy 
and  safe.  The  siege  guns  at  New  Creek  were  spiked  and  the  carriages 
destroyed ;  the  magazine  of  Fort  Kelley  was  blown  up  and  the  telegraph 
wires  destroyed.  I  captured  eight  colors,  one  of  which  was  a  tremen¬ 
dous  garrison  flag,  which  I  hauled  down  from  over  Fort  Kelley.  My 
total  loss  is  2  men  killed  and  1  or  2  wounded.  The  enemy  suffered  in 
killed  and  wounded  severely  in  the  assault. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  KOSSEE, 

Major- General. 

[Lieut.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early.] 


NOVEMBER  28,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Goresville,  Va. 

Eejjort  of  Capt.  Daniel  M,  Keyes.,  Independent  Battalion  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry  (Loudoun  Bangers). 

Headquarters  Independent  (Loudoun,  Ya.)  Eanuers, 

Point' of  Bocks,  Md.,  Novemher  29,  1864. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  a  detachment  of  this 
command  of  thirty-four  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Eobert 
Graham,  left  camp  on  the  28th  instant,  between  5  and  6  a.  m.,  crossed 
the  river  at  Cheek’s  Ford,  proceeded  toward  Leesburg,  crossed  the 
Leesburg  road  at  Big  Spring,  there  struck  the  Catoctin  Mountain, 
crossed  the  Winchester  pike  at  Clark’s  Gap,  then  proceeded  to  Dry 
Mill,  south  of  Leesburg,  there  took  the  road  to  Leesburg;  heard  that  a 
small  force  of  fifteen  or  twenty  rebels  were  in  the  town;  charged 
through  the  town  and  captured  Captain  Smith,  adjutant- general  on 
Major-General  Gordon’s  staff;  also  captured  one  private  belonging  to 
the  Loudoun  Cavalry.  Left  Leesburg  and  took  the  road  leading  to 
Point  of  Eocks.  Met  Mosby’s  command  at  Goresville,  numbering  from 
150  to  200  men,  where  a  small  skirmish  took  place.  Lieutenant  Gra¬ 
ham  and  Lieutenant  Ehodes  and  five  or  six  privates  are  still  missing. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  Captain  Mountjoy  killed,  who,  it  was  said, 
was  in  command;  one  lieutenant  wounded,  and  two  privates  killed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  M.  KEYES, 

Captain,  Commanding  Independent  (Loudoun,  Va.)  Bangers, 

Lieut.  S.  F.  Adams, 

Acting  Assistajit  Adjutant- General,  Ilarperh  Ferry,  Va, 
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NOVEMBER  28-DECEMBER  3,  1864. — Expedition  from  Winchester  in+^ 
Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Cavalry 
Division. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Casper  Crowminsliield,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  commaud- 
iug  Reserve  Brigade. 

No;  1. 

Be2)ort  of  Bvt,  3Iaj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt^  U.  Army^  commandmy  First 

Cavalry  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Deee^nher  6',  1864. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  direct  from  army  • 
headquarters,  I  marched  with  the  division,  via  Ashby’s  Gap,  to  the  east 
of  the  Blue  Eidge,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  all  mills,  barns,  forage, 
driving  off  stock,  and  capturing  and  dispersing  the  guerrilla  bands  in 
a  district  of  country  described  in  orders.  After  passing  through 
Ashby’s  Gap  two  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade  were  ordered  to 
move  to  the  north  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  spreading  out  well 
over  the  country  toward  Bloomfield,  carrying  out  the  orders,  while  a 
regiment  of  the  First  Brigade,  for  the  same  purpose,  was  sent,  via 
Grigsby’s  Store,  to  the  west  of  Piedmont.  These  regiments  were  ordered 
to  meet  the  division  the  same  evening  near  IJpperville,  where  it 
encamped  on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  November. 

The  following  morning  the  First  Brigade  was  ordered  to  march  to 
Eectortown,  whence  it  Avas  ordered  to  send  out  strong  columns  to  Salem 
and  White  Plains,  and,  marching  across  the  country,  collect  its  strength 
at  Middleburg,  the  forces  from  White  Plains  and  Salem  to  pursue 
separate  routes  to  that  place.  From  Middleburg  the  entire  force  was 
to  move  to  Philomont  and  thence  to  Snickersville,  keeping  out  strong 
fianking  columns  on  the  right  toward  Millville  and  to  the  left  throngli 
Bloomfield  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  In  this  manner  the  country 
as  far  north  as  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike  Avas  thoroughly  SAvept  over 
and  destroyed  by  the  evening  of  the  second  day. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  the  Second  Brigade  Avas 
ordered  to  march  via  Philomont,  Circleville,  Hamilton,  Waterford,  and 
along  the  Catoctin  Creek  to  the  Potomac,  and  meeting,  at  Lovettsville, 
a  force  of  the  Eeserve  Brigade  Avliich  Avas  ordered  to  move  east  of  the 
Blue  Eidge  and  between  the  ridge  and  Short  Mountain  to  the  Poto¬ 
mac,  both  columns  to  return  along  tlie  pike  from  Lovettsville  through 
Hillsborough  and  Purcell ville.  Both  these  commands  reached  Snick¬ 
ersville  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day.  On  the  third  day  a  force  of 
the  Eeserve  Brigade  was  ordered  to  march  doAvn  the  Shenandoah, 
between  that  stream  and  the  Bine  Eidge.  This  force  went  as  far  doAvn 
the  river  as  Eockford.  The  First  Brigade  marched  on  the  third  day, 
with  its  collected  cattle,  to  Snickersville,  from  Philomont  sending  out 
parties  to  complete  the  Avork  of  destruction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  four  regiments  of  the  First  Bri¬ 
gade  were  detached,  two  in  the  direction  of  Millville  and  Middleburg, 
to  complete  any  unfinished  Avork  in  that  country,  and  the  otlier  two  to 
move,  one  on  the  crest  of  the  mountains  and  the  other  along  the  foot, 
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keeping'  up  eoniiection,  when  possible,  by  a  line  of  mounted  men  and 
marching  as  far  as  Ashby^s  Gap.  These  regiments  were  ordered  to 
return  across  the  country  to  the  pike  near  Philomont  and  watch  the 
mouth  of  the  valley  until  the  return  of  the  columns  from  the  Potomac, 
making  dispositions  to  capture  or  destroy  any  guerrillas  who  might  be 
moving  in  advance  of  these  columns. 

In  all  these  movements  the  orders  from  army  headquarters  were  most 
fully  carried  ontj  the  country  on  every  side  of  the  general  line  of  march 
was  in  every  instance  swept  over  by  flankers  from  the  columns,  and  in 
this  Avay  the  entire  valley  was  gone  over.  The  guerrillas  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  careful  to  avoid  any  encounter  with  any  of  the  parties^  even  the 
smallest,  that  were  out  on  this  duty.  Efforts  were  made  to  run  them 
down  or  capture  them  by  stratagem,  but  these  in  most  instances  failed. 
The  sides  of  the  mountain  bordering  Loudoun  Valley  are  practicable 
throughout  their  entire  extent  for  horsemen,  and  the  guerrillas,  being 
few  in  numbers,  mounted  on  fleet  horses  and  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  country,  had  every  advantage  of  my  men. 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  as  also  tabular 
statements  of  the  destruction  done  and  cattle  driven  off’.  Large  num¬ 
bers  of  tlie  cattle  were  destroyed  or  consumed.  Most  of  the  fatted  hogs 
were  destroyed  on  the  march  to  camp. 

W.  MERKITT, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  William  Russell,  Jr., 

Asat.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Hd(p's.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  Casper  Crowninshield,  Second  Massachusetts  Cav¬ 
alry,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade. 

Report'  of  operations  of  the  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade  during  the 
expedition  in  Loudoun  County,  Ya. : 

Pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  the  brevet  major-general 
commanding  the  Cavalry  Corps  to  move  my  brigade  to  Snickersville 
and  communicate  with  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt,  I  broke  canq)  at 
Stephenson’s  Depot  on  the  29th  of  November  at  3  a.  m.  and  marched  to 
Snickersville.  Leaving  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  thirty  men  of  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  hold  the  gaj),  I  marched  to  Bloom- 
fleld,  expecting  to  meet  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt  near  that  point. 
At  Bloomfleld  my  advanced  guard  was  fired  upon  by  some  of  Mosby’s 
men,  and  two  of  the  First  IT.  S.  Cavalry  were  slightly  wounded.  Here  I 
learned  that  our  cavalry  had  moved  toward  Union.  I  followed  on  to 
Union,  thence  to  Philomont,  and  finally  joined  Brevet  Major-General 
Merritt  at  Snickersville,  where  the  brigade  encamped  that  night,  pick¬ 
eting  the  gap,  the  mountain  road,  the  Bloomfleld  road,  and  to  the  left  as 
far  as  the  Snickersville  and  Aldie  pike.  30th,  the  Second  Massachusetts 
and  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  were  sent  through  Wood  Grove  and  Hills¬ 
borough  to  Cave  Head,  on  the  Potomac,  and  thence  along  the  river 
road  to  Lovettsville,  destroying  all  grain,  forage,  mills,  distilleries, 
&c.,  and  driving  in  all  stock  in  that  part  of  the  country;  at  Lovetts¬ 
ville  they  joined  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Devin’s  brigade.  The  Sixth 
IT.  S.  Cavalry  was  sent  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  between 
the  ridge  and  the  river,  going  as  far  as  Rockford,  and  returning  at 
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night  to  Snicker’s  Gap,  where  tliey  remained.  The  balance  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  remained  in  camp  and  guarded  the  herds  which  had  thus  far 
been  driven  in. 

December  1,  the  First  and  Sixth  IT.  S.  Cavalry  drove  the  herds 
across  the  river  and  went  into  camp  near  the  river.  The  Second 
United  States  and  Second  Massachusetts  returned  to  Snickersville  and 
went  into  camp.  2d,  the  Second  U.  S.  and  Second  Massachusetts  Cav¬ 
alry  rejoined  the  brigade.  One  regiment  of  the  brigade  assisted  in 
driving  the  herds  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade  marched  in  rear  of 
the  division.  The  brigade  went  into  camp  with  the  division  near 
Stone  Chapel  and  iiicketed  the  country  in  its  front,  connecting  on  the 
left  with  General  Devin’s  and  on  the  right  with  Colonel  Stagg’s  pickets. 
During  the  march  one  of  the  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  who  had  straggled 
from  the  column,  was  killed  by  a  bushwhacker  near  Berry ville.  3d, 
marched  in  the  same  order  as  yesterday  and  went  into  camp  near 
Kernstown. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  property  destroyed  and  captured  by  the 
bi  igade : 


List  of  property. 

1  Xuiiiber. 

1 

Average 

value. 

Total 
!  value. 

CAPTURED. 

Horses . . . - . . . 

87 

$100  00 

$8,  700  00 

Beef-cattle . . . 

474 

30  00 

14, 220  00 

Slieep . 

100 

6  00 

600  00 

Total . 

23,  520  00 

DESTROYED, 

Barns  . 

2o0 

i  100  00 

23.000  00 

Mills. . 

8 

I  200  00 

i;  600  00 

Distilleries . 

1 

1,000  00 

1, 000  00 

10,000 

I  30  00 

300,  000  00 

Grain . bushels.. 

25,  000 

1  2  50 

62,  500  00 

Total . 

1 . 

388, 100  00 

Total  captured  and  destroyed  . 

— 

_ 

411,  620  00 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CBOWNINSHIELD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Brig, 
Maj.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Cavalry  Division. 


NOVEMBER  29,  1864. — Skirmish  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Payne.,  Tivelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Charlestoivn^  W.  Fu.,  November  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  accordance 
with  information  of  yesterday,  our  reserve  post  was  attacked  by  the 
rebels  last  night  between  the  Imurs  of  11  and  12  o’clock,  killing  two 
men,  wounding  one,  and  capturing  five  of  our  men  and  nineteen  horses. 
The  enemy  lost  in  killed  one  man  (a  young  Bailey)  and  three  woundedi 
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The  enemy,  about  200  strong,  attacked  the  post  from  different  direc¬ 
tions,  dismounted.  They  were  commanded  by  a  major.  Lieutenant 
Baylor  was  also  with  them,  as  his  name  Avas  frequently  mentioned  by 
them  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  Information  was  obtained  from  citi¬ 
zens  this  morning  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  intend  to  make  another 
attack  on  the  cami),  AYhich  renders  it  A’ery  desirable  that  we  should 
obtain  re-enforcements.  A  call  was  made  on  the  detachment  of  in¬ 
fantry  stationed  above  this  place  last  night,  to  which  they  did  not 
respond.  We  have  now  only  twenty  men  and  horses  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATHANIEL  PAYNE, 

CajHain,  Commanding  Camp. 

[Lieut.  S.  F.  Adams, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.,  Harper"’ s  Ferry.,  Va.\ 


DECEMBER  19-22,  1864. — Expedition  from  Kemstown  to  Lacey’s  Springs, 
Va.,  and  action  at  Lacey’s  Springs  (21st). 

Report  of  Bvt.  Alaj.  Gen.  George  A.  Custer.,  U.  A  Army.,  commanding 
Third  Cavalry  Division.* 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Middle  Military  Division, 

December  23,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  recent  exx)edition  of  this  division  up 
the  Valley: 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  I  received  instructions  from 
the  chief  of  cavalry  to  move  AAUth  my  division  up  the  Valley  ]hke  at  an 
early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  19th.  A  copy  of  my  orders  have 
already  been  forAvarded  to  you.  My  command  AA  as  supplied  with  three 
days’  rations  and  forage  for  one  day.  At  7  a.  m.  on  the  19th  my  com¬ 
mand  left  camp  and  moved  to  Newtown,  when  it  followed  the  pike. 
Ul)on  arriving  at  Strasburg  I  learned  tlmt  a  force  of  about  fifty  of  the 
enemy  had  p.issed  through  Strasburg  ux)  the  valley,  having  come  from 
the  direction  of  Front  Eoyal.  When  Avithin  about  six  miles  of  Wood- 
stock  two  scouts  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  in  front  of  the  advance. 
Several  attem})ts  AA^ere  made  to  effect  their  capture,  but  without  success. 
They  continued  in  sight  of  the  column  until  the  command  had  reached 
Woodstock,  Avhen,  my  imiiression  is,  they  conA^eyed  the  intelligence  of 
our  api>roach  to  the  force  stationed  near  NeAA^  Market,  from  Avhich  xioint 
the  report  was  forAA^arded  by  telegrax^h  to  Staunton  and  Waynes- 
borough.  In  Woodstock  I  learned  there  was  no  force  of  the  enemj^ 
north  of  Staunton,  except  a  x>icket  force  of  three  coini)anies,  Avhich  Avere 
posted  so  as  to  AAaitch  the  three  roads — x>i^^5  Middle  and  Back  roads — 
the  right  of  the  line  resting  near  Edenburg,  the  left  extending  to  Little 
North  Mountain. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  my  command  moved  from 
Woodstock;  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  continued  to  annoy  my  ad¬ 
vance,  but  without  causing  any  damage  to  be  inflicted.  My  instruc- 

S^e  also  Lee’s  dispatch  of  Decembej-  23,  p.  679. 
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tions  from  the  chief  of  cavalry  were  evidently  written  under  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  I  would  meet  the  enemy  in  force  at  some  point  not  far  south 
of  New  Market,  if  not  sooner.  This  is  inferred  from  the  amount  of 
supplies  ordered  for  my  command  by  the  chief  of  cavalry.  From  the 
information  I  derived  along  the  line  of  my  hrst  day’s  march,  which 
was  confirmed  by  the  rei)ort  of  scouts,  that  the  enemy  had  retired  all 
his  Ibrces  beyond  Staunton,  I  believed  that  if  the  enemy  permitted 
my  command  to  reach  Staunton  without  serious  opposition,  I  could, 
with  reasonable  hoi)e  of  success,  continue  my  movement  to  Lynchburg, 
trusting  to  the  supplies  in  the  country  beyond  Staunton  upon  which  to 
subsist  my  command,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  advantage  the  enemy 
derived  from  his  telegraphic  communication  with  New  Market  my 
impressions  would  have  proven  correct.  As  it  was,  Rosser,  who,  with  his 
division,  was  camped  between  Staunton  [sfc],  was  informed  of  my  pres¬ 
ence  at  Woodstock  before  10  p.  m.  of  the  1 9th,  and,  as  stated  by  pris¬ 
oners,  his  command  received  orders  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  20th  to  get  ready 
to  move.  My  command,  after  leaving  Woodstock  at  daylight,  moved 
witliout  serious  molestation  to  Lacey’s  Sinkings,  nine  miles  from  Harri¬ 
sonburg,  where  1  encamped  during  the  night.  The  encampment  was 
at  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  from  the  Keezletown  road  to  the 
pike,  and  of  the  road  iiom  Timberville  to  the  pike.  Pennington’s  bri¬ 
gade  encamped  in  front,  and  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  one  regiment, 
the  Third  New  Jersey,  was  posted  one  mile  and  a  half  in  advance  on 
the  i)ike  to  picket  in  the  direction  of  Harrisonburg.  Another  regiment 
of  the  same  brigade,  the  First  Connecticut,  was  sent  out  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  Keezletown  road  and  i)icketed  the  country  to  the  left  of 
the  |)ike.  The  First  New  Hampshire,  of  General  Chapman’s  brigade, 
was  posted  on  the  Timberville  road  to  picket  in  the  direction  of  the  latter 
l^oint.  One  battalion  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York,  about  200  strong,  was 
ordered  to  its  support.  The  Eighth  New  York  picketed  the  country 
ill  front  and  between  the  Timberville  road  and  the  pike,  while  the  two 
remaining  battalions  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York,  numbering  upward 
of  400  men,  were  x)osted  on  the  pike  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in  rear 
of  the  camp  of  the  division.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  of  the  nine  regi¬ 
ments  comiiosing  my  command  five  were  on  picket. 

In  the  orde-j  s  sent  to  brigade  commanders,  soon  after  reaching  camp, 
reveille  was  ordered  at4  o’clock  and  the  command  was  to  move  x^roinjitly 
at  0.30,  Chapman’s  brigade  taking  the  advance.  In  conformity  with 
these  instructions,  General  Chapman  called  in  his  pickets  at  the  prox^er 
time  and  the  Eighth  New  York,  the  regiment  farthest  in  advance  in 
the  direction  of  the  Middle  road,  having  formed  in  columns  of  squad¬ 
rons  and  mounted,  had  liegun  to  move  off  by  fours  when  a  brigade  of 
the  enemy  (Payne’s)  which,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  our  xnckets,  had  advanced  to  within  a  very  short  distance  of 
the  regiment,  charged  in  the  direction  of  the  camp-ground  of  the  Second 
Brigade.  The  attai^k  was  heard  by  the  entire  command,  and  although 
Pennington’s  brigade  was  the  rear  in  the  order  of  march,  it  was  at  once 
mounted  andjdaced  in  x^osition  to  receive  the  enemy.  TheEighth  New 
York,  although  somewhat  astounded  by  this  attack,  behaved  well  under 
the  circumstances  and  opened  an  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy.  At 
the  same  time  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  First  New  Ham{)shire, 
which  regiment  was  mounted  and  had  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  advance. 
The  enemy  did  not  attem])t  to  engage  either  of  the  regiments  with 
determination,  but  acted  as  if  the  intention  was  to  surprise*  a  slee])ing 
camp.  Charging  x^ast  the  Eighth  New  York  and  First  New  Hamxishire, 
they  moved  at  the  top  of  their  speed  in  the  direction  of  the  x^ike  and  to  our 
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rear.  General  Chapman  had,  at  the  first  attack,  moved  tne  First  Ver¬ 
mont  and  Twenty-second  New  York  from  the  left  of  the  ])ike,  and  when 
the  colnmn  of  the  enemy  advanced  near  enough  attacked  with  the  First 
Vermont.  The  enemy,  after  his  first  attack  upon  the  Eighth  New  York 
and  First  New  Hami^shire,  was  completely  bewildered  and  acted  as  if' 
his  only  object  was  to  get  safely  away.  He  did  not  attempt  to  engage 
any  of  my  troops,  although  by  the  cheering  kept  up  by  my  command  he 
could  easily  have  determined  their  locality.  One  regiment,  the  Sixth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  charged  Pennington^s  brigade,  but  was  met  by  one 
of  his  regiments  which  was  already  advancing  and  repulsed,  with 
little  or  no  fighting,  in  which  Pennington  suffered  no  loss,  while  the 
enemy  suffered  a  loss  of  several  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Ten 
of  the  enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  ground.  Chapman  attacked  the  enemy 
wherever  he  could  be  found,  and  with  one  regiment,  the  First  Vermont, 
drove  him  over  a  mile  in  the  direction  from  which  the  attack  had  come. 
The  division  was  in  position  to  give  or  receive  battle,  and  waited  until 
after  daylight,  but  the  enemy  made  no  further  demonstrations  at  that 
point. 

My  loss  in  prisoners,  although  not  officially  reported  to  me  yet,  will 
not,  I  think,  reach  twenty.  I  have  thirty-two  of  the  enemy  taken  in  the 
fight.  My  loss  in  wounded  is  twenty-two;  most,  if  not  all,  are  saber 
cuts,  as  the  enemy  had  orders  to  charge  with  the  saber.  As  my  men 
used  the  carbine  alone,  and  at  short  range,  I  am  confident,  from  the 
number  of  dead  left  on  the  ground  by  the  enemy,  and  from  the  verbal 
reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  that  the  enemy’s  loss 
in  wounded  was  more  than  treble  my  own.  I  do  not  think  that  more 
than  one  or  two  of  my  command  were  killed. 

From  prisoners  1  learned  that  the  enemy  had  left,  their  camps,  five 
miles  beyond  Staunton,  at  10  a.  m.  the  day  previous,  inarched  until  10 
p.  m.,  then  halted  two  miles  beyond  Harrisonburg  until  1  a.  m.,  wdien 
the  march  was  resumed  in  the  direction  of  New  Market.  At  Harrison¬ 
burg  Payne’s  brigade  marched  on  the  Middle  road;  Kosser’s  old  bri¬ 
gade  and  Wickham’s  moved  on  the  Back  road.  Payne’s  brigade 
attacked  the  Eighth  New  York  and  First  New  Hampshire  immediately 
upon  arriving  in  front  of  them.  The  prisoners  reported  that  the  halt 
did  not  last  over  five  minutes,  and  that  the  enemy  was  under  the 
impression  that  reveille  had  not  been  sounded  yet  in  my  camp,  and 
that  by  charging  upon  us  the  men  would  be  asleep  and  taken  by 
surprise.  Instead  of  this  they  found  the  command  in  the  saddle,  and 
they  became  the  surprised  party.  I  do  not  think  the  entire  loss  of  the 
enemy  w  ill  fall  short  of  100. 

I  was  confident  of  my  ability  to  defeat  Eosser,  although  he  had  three 
brigades;  and  although  some  ot  [the]  prisoners  stated  that  a  division  of 
infantry  was  expected  to  follow  them,  I  knew  that  infantry  could  not 
march  to  that  point  from  Waynesborough  in  time  to  be  of  any  assist¬ 
ance  to  Eosser,  but  I  was  influenced  by  the  following  reasons:  My 
command  would  exhaust  their  rations  that  night  and  no  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  to  procure  any  short  of  two  days.  Another  and 
stronger  reason  was  my  unprepared  state  to  take  charge  of  a  large 
body  of  wounded,  particularly  under  the  inclement  vstate  of  the 
weather.  In  addition,  I  was  convinced  that  if  it  was  decided  to  return, 
the  sooner  my  return  was  accomplished  the  better  it  would  be  for  my 
command.  Accordingly,  my  command  began  the  return  march  soon 
after  daylight  and  reached  their  present  encampment  yesterday  p.  m. 

As  the  object  of  your  communication  yesterday  seemed  to  be  to 
obtain  an  explanation  as  to  how  it  happened  that”  my  ^^camp  was 
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charged  by  the  enemy,”  I  have  gone  into  the  details  of  that  affair 
more  than  I  otherwise  should,  particularly  as  my  previous  dispatches 
contained  all  the  information  which  I  deemed  of  value  or  interest. 

I  will  forward  a  list  of  casualties  as  soon  as  obtained  from  brigade 
commanders. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding  Third  Division. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Middle  Military  Division. 


DECEMBER  19-28,  1864. — Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near  Gordons- 
ville,  Va.,  including  skirmishes  at  Madison  Court-House  (21st),  at  Liberty 
Mills  (22d),  and  near  Gordonsville  (23d). 

RTCFOT^TS. 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 
No.  2. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torhert.^  U.  S.  Army.,  commanding 

expedition. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started  from  Winchester  on  the 
19th  of  December,  with  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  Cavalry,  with¬ 
out  artillery,  about  5,000  men,  across  the  Blue  Ridge.  On  the  night  of 
the  19th  I  camped  in  Chester  Gap,  having  marched  about  twenty-two 
miles,  via  Front  Royal,  crossing  both  branches  of  the  Shenandoah 
River.  It  rained  nearly  all  day.  December  20,  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge, 
marched,  via  Little  Washington,  Gaines’ Cross-Roads,  and  Sperryville, 
in  the  direction  of  Criglersville;  marched  about  twenty-nine  miles. 
Second  Division  camping  on  the  Hughes  River  and  the  First  Division 
on  the  Hazel.  This  night  it  hailed  and  sleeted  all  night.  During  the 
day  the  enemy’s  vedettes  were  driven  before  the  advance.  December 

21,  at  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  in  a  hail  and  snow  storm 
which  lasted  all  day,  via  Criglersville,  to  Madison  Court-House,  over 
one  of  the  worst  roads  I  ever  traveled.  The  First  Division  went  to 
Madison  Court-House,  had  an  engagement  with  Jackson’s  brigade  of 
rebel  cavalry,  driving  them  from  the  town,  with  slight  loss.  Second 
Division  camped  on  Robertson’s  River  near  Criglersville.  December 

22,  at  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  Second  Division  leading,  on 
the  pike  in  the  direction  of  Liberty  Mills  and  Gordonsville.  The 
enemy’s  cavalry — Generals  Jackson’s  and  McCausland’s  brigades. 
General  Lomax  commanding — were  driven  rapidly  before  my  advance 
and  across  the  bridge  over  the  Rapidan,  at  Liberty  Mills.  On  my 
advance  reaching  the  bridge,  which  they  did  under  a  severe  fire  from 
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men  belli iicl  breast-works  on  the  opposite  bank,  they  found  some  of  the 
flooring  of  the  bridge  had  been  removed.  Immediately  after  reaching 
the  river  the  bridge  was  fired  by  an  explosion  and  soon  destroyed. 
The  ford,  which  was  a  bad  one,  was  barricaded  and  defended  by  men 
in  rifle  pits  and  artillery  in  position  behind  earth  works.  It  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  efl'ect  a  crossing  in  front.  Some  delay  was  caused  by  having 
to  send  through  the  country  to  find  parties  who  knew  the  roads  to 
fords  above  and  below  Liberty  Mills,  so  that  I  could  cross  and  flank 
them  out  of  their  position.  Finally  two  columns  were  started,  one  to 
the  right  and  one  to  the  left.  Two  brigades  of  the  First  Division — First 
and  Second,  Second  Brigade  leading,  commanded  by  Colonel  Kellogg, 
Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — were  to  cross  at  Willis’  Ford,  about 
two  miles  above  Liberty  Mills,  and  come  down  on  the  Stanardsville 
and  Orange  Court-House  road.  One  brigade  Second  Division,  Colonel 
Capehart  commanding,  was  to  cross  at  Cave’s  Ford,  about  three  miles 
below  Liberty  Mills,  and  come  up  on  the  Orange  Court-House  and 
Stanardsville  road.  It  was  represented  that  both  of  these  fords  were 
good,  and  that  the  detour  of  these  columns  would  be  about  four  miles, 
when,  in  fact,  the  column  at  Willis’  Ford  could  only  cross  by  twos  and 
had  to  march  about  eight  miles  before  getting  to  Liberty  Mills,  and 
the  column  by  Cave’s  Ford  could  only  cross  by  file  and  had  to  march 
about  seven  miles  before  getting  to  Liberty  Mills.  This  caused  an  un¬ 
expected  delay,  and  it  was  not  until  just  dark  when  the  right  column 
came  in  sight  and  immediately  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  across 
the  Gordonsville  pike  and  in  the  direction  of  Orange  Court-House; 
here  they  were  met  by  my  left  column,  and  the  enemy  withdrew  by  a 
country  road  in  the  direction  of  Gordonsville.  The  fighting  was  all 
after  dark,  and  not  being  able  to  tell  friend  from  foe,  and  my  own  men 
having  fired  into  each  other,  the  firing  was  ordered  to  cease  and  hold 
their  positions  for  the  night.  This  day  and  night  was  intensely  cold. 
December  23,  at  daylight  the  enemy  was  again  engaged  and  all  their 
artillery — two  pieces — taken  from  them,  and  driven  to  within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  Gordonsville  to  the  top  of  the  gap  in  Southwest  Moun¬ 
tain.  Here  the  pass  was  narrow  and  the  enemy  were  strongly  posted 
behind  rails  and  earth  breast- works,  where  a  few  men  could  hold  three 
tim<‘S  their  number  in  check.  I  attacked  the  position  with  nearly  half 
of  my  force,  but  could  not  carry  it,  and  I  immediately  started  a  column 
to  flank  them  on  the  left  by  crossing  the  mountain  several  miles  to  the 
north.  While  waiting  to  hear  from  this  column,  which  had  got  well  on 
its  way,  the  cars  were  heard  about  ten  o’clock  to  arrive  at  Gordoiis- 
ville,  and  about  an  hour  after  infantry  was  seen  to  file  into  the  breast¬ 
works  and  relieve  the  cavalry.  After  becoming  fully  satisfied  of  the 
presence  of  infantry  (Pegram’s  division),  I  concluded  it  was  useless  to 
make  a  further  attempt  to  break  the  Central  railroad.  I  had  at  this 
time  six  or  eight  men  killed  and  about  forty  wounded,  more  than  I 
could  transport,  and  the  worst  cases  w^ere  left  behind.  I  decided  to 
withdraw  and  at  once  crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  theRapidan.  Tliat 
afternoon  and  evening  I  marched  to  Madison  Court-House  and  Rob¬ 
ertson’s  River.  About  thirty  prisoners  were  taken,  but  having  no  pro¬ 
visions,  and  it  being  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  them  to  keep 
up,  I  paroled  them.  The  guns,  two  3-inch  rifled,  were  brought  to  camp. 
December  24,  at  daylight  started  from  Madison  Court-House, 
marched,  via  James  City,  Griffinsburg,  and  Stone-House  Mountain,  to 
near  Rixeyville.  December  25,  at  daylight  marched  to  the  Fauquier 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  crossing  in  the  meantime  the  Hazel  and  the 
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Rappahannock  Rivers,  the  former  with  great  difficulty  indeed.  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  march  resumed  at  daylight.  Second  Division  leading.  On 
reaching  Warienton  the  Second  Division  went  in  the  direction  of 
Salem  and  Piedmont,  camping  near  Paris.  At  Warrenton  the  First 
Division  marched  in  the  direction  of  New  Baltimore,  Georgetown, 
White  Plains,  and  Middleburg,  camping  near  the  latter  place.  IDecem- 
ber  27,  the  Second  Division  marched,  via  Paris,  Ashby’s  Gap,  and  Mill- 
wood,  to  camp  near  Winchester;  First  Division  marched,  via  Middle¬ 
burg,  Upperville,  Paris,  and  Ashby’s  Gap,  to  Millwood.  December  28, 
First  Division  marched  to  camp  near  Winchester. 

The  country  through  which  we  passed  was  thoroughly  cleaned  of 
stock  and  forage.  The  command  was  obliged  to  live  on  the  country 
for  six  days.  Altogether  it  was  an  extremely  hard  trip  on  men  and 
horses  on  account  of  the  intense  cold  and  bad  weather.  For  six  days 
out  of  the  ten  it  either  rained,  hailed,  or  snowed,  and  sometimes  all 
three. 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 


Report  of  casualties  in  the  Cavalry,  Middle  Miliiary  Division,  on  the  late  raid,  from 
December  19  to  December  28,  1864. 


Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Accidentally 

hurt. 

Aggregate. 

Horses  lost. 

First  Division . . 

6 

34 

27 

7 

74 

143 

Second  Division . 

1 

4 

20 

o 

28, 

115 

Total . 

7  1 

38 

47 

10 

102 

258 

i  ! 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

January  9,  1865. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  23,  1864. 

On  the  20th  General  Early  reported  one  division  of  enemy’s  cavalry , 
under  General  Custer,  coming  up  the  Valley,  and  two  divisions,  under 
General  Torbert,  moving  through  Chester  Gap,  with  four  pieces  artillery 
and  thirty  w«agons.  On  the  22d  Rosser  attacked  Custer’s  division,  nine 
jiiiles  from  Harrisonburg,  and  drove  [himj  back,  capturing  forty  pris- 
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oners.  This  morning  Torbert  attacked  Lomax  near  Gordonsville,  and 
was  repulsed  and  severely  punished.  He  is  retiring  and  Lomax  pre¬ 
paring  to  follow. 

H.  H.  LHH. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  24^  1864. 

General  Fitz  Lee  reports  that  the  force  which  attacked  Lomax 
yesterday  consisted  of  two  divisions  of  enemy’s  cavalry,  under  General 
Torbert.  Lomax  was  posted  across  the  Madison  turnpike  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Gordonsville.  The  enemy  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
and  retired  about  3  ]).  m.,  just  as  re-enforcements  were  getting  in  posi¬ 
tion,  leaving  some  of  his  dead  on  the  field.  He  traveled  too  rapidly 
last  night  to  engage  his  rear,  having  passed  Jack’s  8hop,  twelve  miles 
from  Gordonsville,  one  hour  after  dark.  Thirty-two  prisoners,  captured 
at  Liberty  Mills  on  the  22d,  being  unable  to  keep  up  on  their  retreat, 
were  liberated.  Lomax’s  loss  slight. 

H.  E.  LEE. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


DECEMBER  26-27,  1864. — Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Hopewell 

Gap,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Saryentj  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Fairfax  Court-House,  December  27^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
scout  made  by  me  with  400  men  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  I  left  camp  at 
8  p.  m.  December  26,  and  proceeded,  by  way  of  Thoroughfare  Gap,  to 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  which  I  was  ordered  to  search.  At  Mrs. 
Lewis’  I  captured  two  rebel  soldiers,  who  reported  themselves  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry.  From  Mrs.  Lewis’  I  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Hopewell  Gap,  where  I  arrived  at  daylight  this  morning. 
During  the  march  both  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  under  the  charge  of 
Company  C,  managed  to  make  their  escape.  At  9  a.  m.  I  passed 
through  Hopewell  Gap,  and  arrived  at  camp  at  5  p.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  SARGENT, 
Captain^  Commanding  Scouts. 

Maj.  J.  D.  Ludlam, 

Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
SPECIALLY  TO  OPERATIONS  IN  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 
WEST  VIRGINIA,  MARYLAND,  AND  PENNSYLVANIA, 
AUGUST  4,  1864,  TO  AUGUST  31,  1864.* 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  4,  1864 — 12  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 

A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

Your  dispatcli  of  6  p.  m.  just  received.  I  will  start  in  two  hours  for 
Washington  and  will  spend  a  day  with  the  army  under  General 
Hunter.t 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Washington,  August  4,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Cit/y  Pointy  Va. : 

Had  yon  asked  my  opinion  in  regard  to  Generals  Hunter  and  Sheri¬ 
dan  it  would  have  been  freely  and  frankly  given ;  but  I  must  beg  to 
be  excused  from  deciding  questions  which  lawfully  and  properly  be¬ 
long  to  your  office.  I  can  give  no  instructions  to  either  till  yon  decide 
upon  their  commands.  1  await  your  orders,  and  shall  strictly  carry 
them  out,  whatever  they  may  be.t 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Alajor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City^  August  4,  1864.  (Received  11.40  a.  m.) 

Governor  Bo  reman. 

Wheeling^  W.  Va. : 

Your  telegram§  of  yesterday  has  been  received.  The  Government  is 
taking  all  the  measures  within  its  power  to  protect  your  State  from  the 
rebel  forces.  Much  might  be  done  by  the  loyal  people  to  imi)ede  any 
advance  if  it  should  be  attempted  by  cutting  down  trees  and  blocking 
the  roads  and  destroying  bridges.  If  yon  would  give  attention  to  this 
subject  and  induce  your  people  to  do  something  themselv’es  they  could 
in  the  way  suggested  accomplish  a  good  deal  for  their  own  protection 
and  aid  our  forces  in  following  and  destroying  the  rebels. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


*  For  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  September  1, 1864,  to  December  31,  1864,  sec  Part  II. 
tSee  Lincoln  to  Grant,  August  3,  6  p.  m.,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  582. 
t  See  Halleck  to  Grant,  and  Grant  to  Halleck,  August  3,  1864,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part 
II,  pp.  582,  583. 

^  See  Boreman  to  Stanton,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  587. 
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Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  A%igust  4, 1864. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 

E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Your  telegram  received.  I  had  ordered  out  the  State  militia  before 
dispatching  you  on  yesterday.  They  will  do  all  that  undrilled  men 
can  to  obstruct  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  have  no  further  news.  I 
request  that  you  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to  issue  commissaiy 
and  quartermaster’s  stores  to  the  militia  while  in  actual  service. 

A.  I.  BOREMAN. 


War  Department, 

August  4,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling^  W.  Ya. : 

Your  telegram  received.  Orders  to  the  commissary  and  quarter- ' 
master  at  Wheeling  will  be  issued  immediately,  as  requested.  Your 
militia,  with  the.’r  axes  and  crowbars,  can,  by  obstructing  the  roads 
and  destroying  bridges,  accomplish  immense  results  toward  protecting 
your  State.  We  have  a  large  force  rapidly  organizing  for  the  field 
under  eommand  of  Major-General  Sheridan.  A  few  hours  of  delay 
occasioned  by  the  industrious  labors  of  your  militia  on  the  roads  may 
accomidish  the  destruction  of  the  enemy.  Spare  no  efforts  on  this 
point,  and  see  that  the  work  is  effectually  done  on  every  road  and  pass. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  4,  1864. 

General  Hardin, 

Commanding  Division : 

The  Hon.  M.  Blair,  Postmaster-General,  is  visiting  at  his  place  near 
Silver  Spring.  I  wish  to  have  the  officer  commanding  the  cavalry 
picket  at  Leesborough  instructed  to  have  him  (Blair)  informed  of  the 
presence  of  any  portion  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
place.  I  think  you  had  better  have  a  small  picket  established  here 
and  in  front  of  Silver  Spring,  with  a  special  reference  to  his  (Blair’s) 
presence  at  the  latter  place. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Torbert, 

Commariding  Division.  Cavalry  Cojps  : 

General:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  you  are  authorized  to 
retain  your  troops  in  camp  in  the  position  now  occupied  by  them  or  its 
vicinity. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Muddy  Branch,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  11.10  a.  m. 


Maj.  0.  H.  Raymond, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- G ener al  : 

Major:  All  quiet  this  moruiiig.  There  are  only  about  thirty  of  the 
eueiuy  iii  the  timber  lu  the  vicinity  of  Rockville  and  Darnestown,  Avho 
interrupt  small  squads. 

JNO.  M.  WAITP], 

Major,  (he. 


Muddy  Branch,  Md.,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  b.lO  p.  m.) 


Maj.  C.  H.  Raymond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major:  Officer  in  charge  of  my  right  sends  word: 


I  hear  from  various  sources  that  Imhoden’s  brigade  is  in  vicinity  of  Lees¬ 
burg.  Am  scouring  the  couutrj^  between  here  and  Darnestown  and  Rockville  for 
bushwhackers  and  shall  continue  it  day  and  night.  All  quiet  along  my  lines. 

J.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  Comm  an  ding. 


Alexandria,  August  4, 1864. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistayit  Adjutant-General : 

Colonel:  Last  night  I  sent  a  scouting  jiarty  to  look  after  certain 
guerrillas  said  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Burke’s  Station.  They 
scouted  the  country  thoroughly,  but  could  find  nothing. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieut enayit-Coloyiel  and  Provost- Alarshal- Geyieral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Churchy  Va.,  August  4,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistayit  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  intelligence  has  yet 
been  received  from  the  force  sent  to  the  Rappahannock  two  nights 
since.  Messengers  came  in  last  night  from  the  party  sent  to  Thorough¬ 
fare  Gap  and  the  valley  beyond.  They  had  not  reached  their  destina¬ 
tion,  but  report  the  vicinity  of  Bristoe  Station  and  Manassas  as  free 
from  any  force.  The  party  sent  to  the  Catoctin  Mountains,  west  of 
Leesburg,  came  in  this  morning.  They  bring  information  direct  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  gap  near  Hillsborough.  A  part  of  Bradley  John¬ 
son’s  cavalry,  400  strong,  are  lying  near  the  gap.  Mosby  has  in  that 
vieinity  on  this  side  about  350  men,  and  is  operating  in  concert  with 
Johnson’s  troops  and  those  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge.  Mosby  isre])orted 
to  have  had  two  companies  badly  cut  up  on  his  last  trip  across  the 
river.  He  returned  from  Maryland  on  Sunday.  The  messengers  sent 
from  above  Leesburg  night  before  last  were  attacked  and  driven  back 
by  a  fiarty  of  rebels.  In  consequence  information  failed  to  reach  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Coloyiel  Sixteeyith  New  York  Vol.  Cav.,  Coyndg.  Gav.  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo^  7a.,  August  4,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  1  liave  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Tuck,  sent 
to  the  Kappahannock  with  a  small  party  of  observation,  has  just 
returned.  He  reports  that,  substantially,  matters  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Ka])idan  and  Culpeper  Court-House  remain  in  about  the  !>ame  state  as 
formerly  reported  at  your  headquarters;  that  there  are  at  the  Rajudan 
railroad  crossing  about  100  men,  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  cavalry 
pickets  out  and  pickets  toward  Orange  Court-House;  that  there  are  at 
Culpeper  Court-House  nearly  200  men,  infantry;  that  trains  travel 
daily  from  Culpeper,  carrying  supplies  and  forage  south.  Mosby,  he 
also  reports,  was  at  Culpeper  about  one  week  or  more  since  with  about 
150  men.  Lieutenant  Tuck  went  to  the  Rappahannock  River,  and 
received  his  information  from  several  sources  in  that  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorh  Vol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Cav.  Brigade. 


Washington,  August  4,  1864. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy,  Md.  : 

1  have  seen  General  Kelley’s  dispatch*  to  you  of  last  evening,  and 
think  that  he  should  be  immediately  re-enforced  by  cavalry.  General 
Sheridan’s  cavalry  is  beginning  to  arrive,  and  will  be  sent  forward 
soon. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Monocacy  Junction,  August  4,  1864 — i.30  p.  m. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy  is  reported  moving  in  two  columns,  one  by  way  of 
Charlestown  and  one  by  Shepherdstown,  on  Harper’s  Ferry.  I  have 
ordered  General  Emory’s  corps  to  re-enforce  the  troops  at  Harper’s 
Ferry. 

H.  HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Monocacy  Junction,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

At  4.30  p.  m.  our  pickets  were  driven  away  from  Antietam  Ford  and 
the  enemy  commenced  crossing  with  cavalry  and  infantry.  One  of  my 
aides  reports  the  enemy  are  sendiugcavalry  over  into  Loudoun  County, 
I  suppose  by  way  of  Key’s  Ford. 

D.  HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


See  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  587. 


Chap.  LV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 


685 


Monocacy  Junction,  Md.,  August  4, 1864. 

(Eeceived  9  p.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Kelley: 


Cumberland,  Md.,  August  4,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hunter: 

General  Duffi6  reports  that  a  force  of  about  2,000  rebels  crossed  Cherry  Run  this 
a.  ra.  and  was  marching  toward  Hancock.  It  is  possible  Early’s  whole  force  is  to 
move  into  and  escape  via  the  South  Branch  Valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigadier- General. 

D.  HUNTER, 
Major- General. 


Monocacy  Junction,  Md.,  August  -i,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff": 
Following  just  received  from  General  Howe: 


PIarper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

General  Hunter: 

The  indications  at  dark  were  that  this  place  would  be  attacked  in  the  morning, 
both  on  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  side  of  the  river.  If  the  enemy  attacks  on  both 
sides  at  the  same  time  I  think  there  should  be  .3,000  men  sent  besides  those  you  say 
you  have  sent.  None  have  reached  here  yet. 

A.  P.  HOWE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


D.  HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Harper’s  Eerrit,  Ya.,  August  4,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter.  Monocacy  Junction: 

Colonel  Blakely,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  just  reports  that  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery  have  crossed  at  the  Shepherdstown  ford  and  at 
Dam  No.  4;  that  at  6  o’clock  he  had  a  skirmish  with  them  at  Antietam 
bridge,  and  would  have  to  fall  back  to  this  place.  Troops  are  arriving. 

A.  P.  HOWE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Halleck: 

Above  just  received  from  General  Howe. 


D.  HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  Inspector -General: 

Have  been  here  since  Tuesday ;  get  very  little  news  of  enemy.  When 
I  get  through  here  intend  to  return  to  General  Hunter  if  i)racticable. 

WM.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  I nspector- General. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Col.  James  A.  Hardie: 

Cavalry  officer  at  Antietam  Creek  reports  that  he  was  driven  away 
at  4..‘^()  p.  m.,  and  enemy  were  crossing  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Shep- 
herdstown;  in  what  force  is  not  known.  Was  on  Bolivar  Heights  at 
sundown;  saw  dust  about  vicinity  of  Shepherdstown.  Cavalry  officer 
on  Winchester  road  reports  Imboden  at  Charlestown,  with  two  guns 
and  1,200  cavalry. 

WM.  SliiiCLATR, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  10.25  p.  m.) 

Col.  James  A.  Hardie, 

Inspector- General : 

Another  orderly  has  arrived  from  cavalry  officer  at  Antietam  Creek; 
reports  that  [they]  had  a  skirmish  with  enemy  and  had  to  fall  back. 
Enemy  crossed  at  Shepherdstowii  and  Dam  No.  4,  with  infantry,  cav¬ 
alry,  and  artilleiy;  numbers  not  known.  Signal  officer  stationed  at 
McClellan’s  Gap  reports  that  enemy  crossed  cavalry  and  had  infantry 
on  Virginia  side  when  lie  left  his  station.  This  must  be  the  signal  sta¬ 
tion  used  by  General  McClellan  during  the  battle  of  Antietam. 


WM.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  Inspector- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  58.  )  Monocacy  Junction^  il/J.,  August  4,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Julius  Stahel,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  recovered  from  his 
wounds  received  in  action  at  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  and  reported  for  duty, 
is  announced  as  chief  of  cavalry,  and  will  be  attached  to  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  department.  Major-General  Stahel 
will  nnike  frequent  inspections  of  the  cavalry  ot  this  command,  and 
present  such  suggestions  as  his  experience  may  warrant  looking  t.  its 
increased  efficiency. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter: 

THAYER  MELVIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  4,  1864 — 11.55  p.  m. 

By  direction  of  the  department  commander  the  corps  will  be  h(‘ld  in 
readiness  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  upon  the  receipt  of 
orders  to  that  effect.  The  order  of  march  will  be  as  follows:  first. 
Second  Division;  second,  Third  Division;  third,  artillery  not  assigned 
to  divisions;  fourth.  First  Division;  fifth,  the  trains,  to  which  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  First  Division  will  assign  a  brigade  as  guard.  The 
ambulances  and  headquarters  trains  will  accompany  the  divisions  to 
which  they  belong;  corps  headquarters  wagons  will  follow  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  artillery. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Sandy  Hook,  August  4, 1864. 


E.  L.  MOLTNEUX, 
Colonel^  Co7nmanding. 


[Indorsement.] 

Major-General  Hunter, 

C  07)1711  anding : 

You  will  see  my  advance  is  at  Sandy  Hook. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Co7n)nanding. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864 — 9.35  p.  7n. 

General  Emory: 


Have  reported,  and  am  going  into  bivouac  at  my  position. 

E.  L.  MOLIXEHX, 
Colonel,  Co7ii7nanding. 


Monocacy,  August  4,  1864 — 3.40  [p.  in.]. 

Brigadier-General  Howe: 

I  am  sending  you  re-enforcements;  if  you  don’t  need  tbem  I  wisli 
you  would  inform  me. 

D.  HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864 — 4.15  p.  in. 
Major  General  Hunter, 

Monocacy : 

Signal  officer  reports  the  enemy  moving  on  this  place  from  She[)- 
herdstown  on  the  Virginia  side  with  cavalry  and  infantry. 

A.  P.  HOWE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  4,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy : 

Our  cavalry  officer  at  Antietam  Creek  reports,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  lie  was 
driven  away,  and  the  enemy  were  crossing  cavalry  and  infantry. 

A.  P.  HOWE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Monocacy,  August  4,  1864, 

(Received  8.30  a.  m.  5tb.) 

General  Kelley  : 

General  A  verell  has  been  ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy  at  once,  and 
obey  such  orders  as  you  may  give  him. 

D.  HUNTER, 

'*"“'**  Major-General,  Coimnanding, 
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Cumberland,  Md.,  August  4,  1864. 

(Eeceived  9  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter, 

Monocacy^  Md.  : 

The  enemy  have  just  attacked  Kew  Creek.  I  have  sent  all  the  force 
I  can  spare  to  its  support.  Averell  is  yet  at  Bath.  I  have  urged  him 
for  God’s  sake  to  move  at  once. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

(Copy  forwarded  to  Halleck,  9  p.  m.) 


Hancock,  August  i,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

The  report  that  the  rebels  had  crossed  at  Cherry  Run  is  untrue. 
There  are  none  on  this  side  of  Potomac. 

A.  N.  DUFFlfi, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Hancochj  August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Duffie  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  remain  at  this 
point  and  picket  the  roads  and  fords  from  this  place  to  Williamsport, 
sending  small  scouting  parties  across  the  river  to  penetrate  as  far 
as  possible,  and  informing  General  Hunter  and  General  Kelley  of 
anything  that  may  occur.  1  have  also  the  honor  to  request  that  you 
will  direct  500  of  the  most  serviceable  mounted  men  of  your  division 
to  report  to  me  for  duty.  This  command  is  entirely  too  weak  for  the 
enterprise  which  is  contemplated.  It  will  return  in  two  or  three  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

A  ugust  4,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 


Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy  Junction: 

Patrols  report  no  troops  have  passed  on  the  Romney  grade,  east  or 
west.  Early’s  forces  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Winchester.  Desert¬ 
ers  report  they  have  orders  to  move  to  Richmond. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

Have  you  any  news  this  morning? 


Hancock,  August  4, 1864. 

(Received  8.20  a.  m.) 


WM.  W.  AVERELL. 
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CiTMBERLAND,  AucjUSt  4,  1864., 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Notliing.new  tliis  a.  m.  The  enemy  were  still  at  Sjningiield  last 
night. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hancock,  August  4^  1864. 

(Received  8.35  a.  m.) 

General  B.  F.  Kelley: 

My  command  -is  crossing  the  river.  General  Duffie  will  remain  in 
person  at  this  place.  As  soon  as  possible  send  a  train  with  10,000 
rations  and  40,000  pounds  forage  down  to  the  break  where  the  load 
can  be  transferred  to  the  train  on  this  side.  Also  have  a  wagon  train 
ready  to  run  to  Springfield  with  half  the  above  amount  upon  notice 
from  me. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hancock,  August  i,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Patrol  just  returned  fromUngePs  Store  reports  no  rebels  seen,  none 
in  tlie  gap,  and  Early’s  command  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Winches¬ 
ter.  Ko  troops  passed  on  the  Romnev  grade. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- Ge7ieral. 


August  4,  1864 — 9.20  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Chimberiand,  Md. : 

Cannot  the  South  Branch  bridge  be  strengthened  and  the  road 
repaired  immediately  ? 


WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Averell  : 

A  force  has  gone  down  this  a.  m.  to  repair  the  road  at  Green  Spring 
Run  and  South  Branch  bridge.  Will  push  the  work  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
vsible.  if  no  rebel  force  has  passed  west  McCausland  and  Johnson  will 
not  stay  at  Springfield.  Have  sent  a  scout  tlici  e  this  a.  m. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Sir  John’s  Run,  August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Upon  arrival  at  Bath  I  received  a  l  eport  from  an  officer  commanding 
a  patrol  toward  Iledgesville,  that  3,000  infantry  had  crossed  at  Cherry 
Run,  and  were  advancing  up  both  sides  of  the  canal  toward  Hancock; 
44  R  R — VOL  XLIIIj  PT  I 
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that  our  pickets  at  Millstone  Point  had  been  driven  in.  I  am  awaiting 
here  until  the  strength  and  intentions  of  the  enemy  are  known.  In  the 
meantime  can  you  not  send  us  some  forage  and  rations  very  soon,  as 
my  command  is  out  of  both 

WM.  W.  A\'EEELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Sir  John’s  Run,  August  J,  1864. 

General  Kellev'," 

Cumberland : 

Report  proved  false.  I  have  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  officer  who 
sent  it,  together  with  his  pickets.  If  you  can  send  me  some  rations 
and  forage  now  I  shall  lose  nothing  by  the  delay,  as  I  desire  to  be  out 
three  or  four  days  and  we  are  destitute.  Answer. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Cumberland,  [Atigust]  4,  1864.' 

Brigadier-General  Averell: 

Your  request  will  be  promptly  complied  with. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hancock,  August  J,  1864. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

The  enemy  have  crossed  at  Cherry  Run,  2,000  strong,  marching 
toward  Hancock.  General  Duffie  is  here.  General  Averell  is  gone  to 
intercept  McCausland. 

JNO.  A.  BYERS, 

Aide-de-Camp^  Second  Cavalry  Division. 


Cumberland,  August  4,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 


J.  A.  Byers, 

Aide- de- Camp  : 

What  force  has  General  Duffie 


B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 


[Hancock,  August  J,  1864.] 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

About  1,300  men  and  five  pieces  artillery,  and  good  iiosition.  He 
says  he  can  whip  them. 

J.  A.  BYERS, 

Aide  de-Camp^ 
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Cumberland,  [August \  4^  1864. 

J.  A.  Byers, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Nothing  for  the  general.  My  scouts  have  not  reported  from  Spring- 
field  to-day  yet.  Please  tell  the  general  to  push  on  with  all  practicable 
speed.  I  will  have  forage  and  rations  in  readiness  for  him. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  [August]  1864. 

(Keceived  Alpine  2  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Averell: 

A  dispatch,  just  received  from  New  Creek,  informs  me  that  the 
pickets  have  been  driven  in  at  that  place.  I  presume  it  is  McNeills 
and  a  portion  of  McCausland’s  force.  Please  push  on  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  4, 1864. 

(Keceived  Alpine  3  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

New  Creek  is  attacked  by  McCausland’s  force.  Push  on  with  all 
possible  speed.  I  cannot  spare  force  from  here  to  support  New  Creek. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Sir  John’s  Kun,  August  4,  1864. 

General  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumberland : 

I  will  move  as  fast  as  I  possibly  can.  Send  dispatches  after  me 
advising  me  of  all  news,  so  that  I  may  direct  my  course  right.  You 
cannot  expect  me  to  help  New  Creek. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  i,  1864 — 3  p.  ni. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Hancock : 

Duffie  says  he  can  take  care  of  the  force  that  is  threatening  him. 
For  God’s  sake  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  4,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

(Keceived  G.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 


The  wires  have  ceased  to  work  [west].  If  the  enemy  take  New 
Creek  they  will  attack  me  from  the  west.  I  shall  rely  on  your  being 
within  supporting  distance  to-morrow  morning. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Cumberland,  [August]  4, 1864 — 4.50  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  6.30  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Averell: 

Push  forward  to  Springfield  without  delay.  I  will  have  forage  and 
rations  for  you  there.  Wires  have  ceased  to  work  to  IS^ew  Creek. 
I  fear  the  worst. 


B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  4j  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Via  Hancock.) 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Kew  Creek  is  yet  holding  out.  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  beat  the 
enemy  off.  Imboden  joined  them  this  a.  m.  at  Romney  with  a  small 
force.  Push  on  as  fast  as  you  possibly  can.  A  citizen  reports  that  if 
they  were  successful  at  New  Creek  they  would  try  Cumberland  from 
the  west. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Kew  Creek,  August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Kelley: 

The  company  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  that  went  out  on  scout 
over  In  skip  road  reported  at  New  Creek,  and  say  that  McNeill  ])assed 
up  with  a  lot  of  cattle  toward  Moorefield.  Have  not  heard  of  any¬ 
thing  else.  The  blockade  of  the  road  was  not  removed  only  in  places 
they  reblockaded. 

J.  F.  HOY, 

Colonel. 


Cumberland,  August  4, 1864. 

Colonel  Stevenson,  J^ew  Greek : 

Put  your  force  in  position  and  fight  to  the  last.  It  must  be  McNeill’s 
force  only.  Will  send  the  Eleventh  to  you. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  4, 1864. 


Colonel  Stevenson,  New  Creek: 

Fight  them  to  the  last.  Major  Simpson  is  on  the  way  to  you. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

-  Brigadier- General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  August  4,  1864. 
Commanding  Officer,  Beverly : 

The  enemy  attacked  New  Creek  this  afternoon  at  4  o’clock;  result 
unknown.  Keep  your  pickets  well  out  and  be  on  the  alert  night  and 
day. 

N.  WILKINSON, 

Colonel. 
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Charleston,  W.  Ya.,  August  4, 1864. 

Maj.  W.  P.  Rucker, 

GaUijJolis,  Ohio  : 

Nothing  froiii  Ballard.  Captain  Ramsi^jr^s  company  was  attacked 
two  days  ago  and  all  the  men  in  the  fort  taken  prisoners  by  Thurmond; 
about  twenty.  Ramsay  was  away  with  most  of  his  company.  Since 
horses  have  been  so  scarce  there  is  some  new  order  about  officers  buy¬ 
ing  Government  horses  which  forbids,  I  think. 

JOHN  H.  OBEY, 

Colonel^  d^c. 


Monocacy  Junction,  August  4,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  Wallace: 

Everything  quiet  along  our  line.  Major  Waite,  at  ^iuddy  Branch, 
reports  that  men  in  citizens’  <*iothing  are  patrolling  the  Potomac,  and 
when  they  find  our  men  separated  from  their  commands  they  bush¬ 
whack  them.  These  men  are  supposed  to  belong  to  a  Lieutenant  Mob- 
berly’s  gang  of  outlaws.  I  have  instructed  my  command  not  to  bring 
any  of  them  to  my  headquarters  except  for  interment.  I  think  the 
Potomac,  up  to  Point  of  Rocks,  well  guarded,  except  against  a  large 
force.  My  men  are  throwing  up  earth-works  at  Monrovia  and  Mount 
Airy  to  protect  themselves  against  cavalry.  We  have  a  large  force  at 
this  point. 

E.  B.  TYLER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  11.50  a.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 


General  Kelley  telegraphs  me  that  the  enemy  are  at  Springfield, 
McCausland  [and]  Johnson,  awaiting  re-enforcements.  He  wants  me 
to  send  him  trooi)s,  but  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send  him  those  at 
Camp  Reynolds,  300  to  400.  By  three  days  I  hope  to  have  an  organ¬ 
ization  of  all  the  able-bodied  men  in  this  city. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


»  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  4,  1864. 

(Received  9.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Enemy  attacked  New  Creek  at  4  p.  m.  Still  fighting,  according  to 
General  Kelley,  at  7  p.  m.  He  estimated  it  to  be  the  same  force  which 
attacked  Cumberland,  5,000  strong.  I  hope  to  be  ready  to  meet  them 
if  they  come  north. 


D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 
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Pittsburg,  August  1864. 

(Keceived  12  midnigLt.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cumherland  : 

I  did  not  receive  your  telegram  of  yesterday.^  I  hope  to  have  a 
large  force  organized  shortly,  but  perhaps  will  not  immediately  be  able 
to  give  you  much  assistance.  Shall  send  out  this  morning  to  have  the 
mountain  passes  fortified.  If  you  can  give  information  as  to  what 
points  are  threatened  it  would  be  advisable. 

D.  K.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


■  Cumberland,  August  4, 1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Couch, 

Fittshurg : 

The  enemy  attacked  New  Creek,  twenty-five  miles  west  of  this,  at  4 
p.  m.  this  evening.  Are  now  figliting.  If  they  succeed  in  capturing 
the  garrison  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  going  to  the  Ohio 
Elver  unless  you  can  raise  a  force  to  stop  them. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Briga  flier- General. 


Harrisburg,  August  4,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  I).  N.  Couch: 

Lieutenant  Thayer  reports  from  Casey’s  Knob  that  General  Averell 
crossed  at  Hancock  on  a  reconnaissance,  and  doubtless  in  recrossing 
frightened  the  inhabitants.  I  know  of  no  of6cer  to  send  as  engineer 
from  here  except  Colonel  Mather.  I  have  ordered  two  companies  to 
barricade  roads  and  defend  them. 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Fittshurg.!  Fa.^  August  4,  1864. 
To  THE  County  Commissioners  of - County: 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  apprised  that  raid¬ 
ing  parties  of  the  enemy  may  at  any  time  endeavor  to  invade  the 
limits  of  your  county,  to  prevent  which  and  to  inflict  all  possible 
damage  to  the  foe,  the  following  directions  are  issued  for  your  guid¬ 
ance  : 

The  roads  passing  over  the  mountains  or  through  gorges  into  your 
county  must  be  strongly  fortified  for  defense,  and  you  are  requested  to 
use  the  power  of  your  official  position  to  accomplish  that  end  by  fur¬ 
nishing  men,  tools,  and,  if  deemed  necessary,  an  armed  force  for  the 
defense  of  the  works  erected.  If  necessary,  arms  will  be  furnished  for 
any  organized  force  by  making  timely  application  to  these  head¬ 
quarters. 

Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  special  instructions  as  to  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  work  and  the  leading  points  to  be  defended.  You  will  use 
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your  judgment  as  to  j)lacing  obstructions  over  other  roads.  A  force  of 
men  willing  and  ready  to  defend  their  homes  should  be  immediately 
organized  to  hold  the  passes  and  furnish  early  information  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  l!T.  COUCH, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  4,  1864. 

To  THE  People  of  the  Southern  Tier  of  Counties  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  : 

Your  situation  is  such  that  a  raid  by  the  enemy  is  not  impossible  at 
any  time  during  the  summer  and  coming  fall.  I,  therefore,  call  upon 
you  to  put  your  rifles  and  shotguns  in  good  order,  also  supplying 
yourselves  with  plenty  of  ammunition.  Your  corn-fields,  mountains, 
forests,  thickets,  buildings,  &c.,  furnish  favorable  places  for  cover  and 
at  the  same  time  enable  you  to  kill  the  marauders,  recollecting  if  they 
come  it  is  to  plunder,  destroy,  and  burn  your  property. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Pepartment. 


Monocacy,  Md.,  August  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  have  ordered  the  concentration  of  all  available  force  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Hunter  to  be  concentrated  at  once  at  HarpePs  Ferry  and  to  follow 
the  enemy  jiromiitly  wherever  he  may  go.  If  it  is  found,  as  I  suspect, 
nothing  but  a  small  raiding  force  is  north  of  the  Potomac,  then  he 
is  to  move  up  the  valley  after  the  main  force,  detaching  sufficient  to 
attend  to  that  left  north  of  him  by  the  .enemy.  Unless  otherwise 
ordered,  send  all  the  cavalry  yet  to  arrive  as  fast  as  brigades  are  com¬ 
plete,  by  Leesburg  and  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac  to  reach  the 
main  army. 

U.  S.  GRAIIT, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Monocacy,  August  5,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  12.40  a.  m.  Gth.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington.  D.  C. :  ^ 

Send  Sheridan  by  morning  train  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  calling  here  on 
his  way  to  see  if  General  Hunter  has  left.  Give  him  orders  to  take 
general  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  field  within  the  division. 
General  Hunter  will  turn  over  to  him  my  letter  of  instructions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Washington,  August  5,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding : 

General  Grant  directs  that  you  will  move  with  your  cavalry  without 
delay  to  the  Monocacy,  crossing  by  the  Eockville  and  Frederick  pike. 
Unless  other  instructions  are  given  on  your  arrival  by  General  Grant, 
you  will  report  to  General  Hunter  for  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  5,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  7  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

The  last  of  TorberFs  division  of  cavalry  left  here  at  9  this  morning; 
it  numbered  5,0U0.  I  am  now  shipping  the  ammunition  train  and  will 
be  loading  and  sending  wagons  constantly.  Shall  begin  to  embark 
Wilson’s  division  to-day.  We  can  embark  them  as  rapidly  as  the 
returning  transports  will  permit. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 

Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  Quartermaster Armies  before  Richmond. 


Special  Orders, 

No.  192. 

*  * 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

Twenty- SECOND  Army  Corps, 

August  .5,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  * 


2.  The  six  companies  of  the  Fourth  Eegimeut  Veteran  Eeserve 
Corps  and  four  companies  of  the  Tenth  Eegiment  Veteran  Eeserve 
Corps  now  at  Cliffburne  Barracks,  D.  C.,  having  been  reported  at  these 
headquarters,  will  be  reported  without  delay  to  Brigadier-General 
Hardin,  commanding  division,  for  duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur: 

C.  H.  EAYMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Hardin’s  Division, 
Twenty-second  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  Washington, 

Washington.,  I).  0.,  August  ,5,  1864. 

Colonel  Hayward, 

Second,  Brigade: 

By  inclosed  order.  No.  192,*  another  regiment  of  Veteran  Eeserve 
Corps  is  assigned  to  our  division,  and  by  orders.  No.  92,  assigned  to 
Second  Brigade.  General  Hardin  thinks  you  had  better  assign  the 
Seventh  Eegiment  of  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps  to  Stevens  and  Slocum, 
:nid  this  new  regiment  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps  to  Totten,  Slemmer, 
and  Bunker  Hill,  in  the  proper  proportion.  The  provisional  battalion 
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under  Captain  Pope  will  move  to  First  Brigade  as  per  orders,  92, 
inclosed.  Please  see  that  the  proper  disposition  is  made,  and  send 
report  of  the  same  as  soon  as  practicable.  This  new  regiment  will  be 
at  Fort  Totten  about  2  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Alexandria,  August  5,  1864. 

(Received  9.15  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  patrols  report  all  quiet  to-day,  J  have  sent  a  party 
of  dismounted  men  below  Occoquan  to-night. 


H.  H.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.,  <&c. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Ya.,  August  5,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  party  sent  to  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  beyond  have  just  returned,  reporting  no 
force  in  that  vicinity  this  side  of  Chester  Gap,  except*  small  scouting 
parties  down  in  the  vicinity  of  Warreiiton  and  below  the  gap  on  Little 
River  pike.  The  Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry  is  reported  to  be  at  Chester 
Gap;  it  is  about  250  strong.  Scouts  sent  beyond  Warren  ton  have  not 
been  heard  from.  Two  messengers  sent  last  night  from  the  vicinity  of 
Thoroughfare  Gap  failed  to  reach  here  up  to  this  hour.  No  intelli¬ 
gence  has  been  received  from  a  small  force  between  Leesburg  and 
Aldie.  It  is  expected  that  messengers  from  there  will  arrive  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Netv  Yorh  Yol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Cav.  Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Muddy  Branch,  August  6,  1864.  (Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  C.  H.  Raymond: 

All  quiet  on  my  lines  to-day.  Bushwhackers  are  making  their  escape 
across  the  Potomac  by  night. 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  Comm anding. 


Headquarters, 

Bi  the  Field,  Monocacy  Bridge,  Md.,  August  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hunter, 

Commanding  Beyartnient  of  West  Yirginia: 

General  :  Concentrate  all  your  available  force,  without  delay,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  leaving  only  such  railroad  guards  and  gar¬ 
risons  for  imblic  property  as  may  be  necessary.  Use  in  this  concentra- 
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tioii  the  railroad,  if  by  so  doing  time  can  be  saved.  From  Harper’s 
Ferry,  if  it  is  found  that  the  enemy  has  moved  north  of  the  Potomac 
in  large  force,  push  north,  following  and  attacking  him  wherever  found; 
following  him,  if  driven  south  of  the  Potomac,  as  long  as  it  is  safe  to  do 
so.  If  it  is  ascertained  that  the  enemy  has  but  a  small  force  north  of  the 
Potomac,  then  push  south  with  the  main  force,  detaching,  under  a  com¬ 
petent  commander,  a  sufficient  force  to  look  after  the  raiders  and  drive 
them  to  their  homes.  In  detaching  such  a  force,  the  brigade  of  cavalry 
now  en  route  from  Washington,  via  Rockville,  may  be  tnken  into  account. 
There  are  now  on  the  way  to  join  you  three  other  brigades  of  the  best 
of  cavalry,  numbering  at  least  5,00l)  men  and  horses.  These  will  be 
instructed,  in  the  absence  of  further  orders,  to  join  you  by  the  south 
side  of  the  Potomac.  One  brigade  will  probably  start  to-morrow.  In 
pushing  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  as  it  is  expected  you  will  have  to 
go,  first  or  last,  it  is  desirable  that  nothing  should  be  left  to  invite  the 
enemy  to  return.  Take  all  provisions,  forage,  and  stoc.k  wanted  for 
the  use  of  your  command;  such  as  cannot  be  consumed,  destroy.  It  is 
not  desirable  that  the  buildings  should  be  destroyed ;  they  should  rather 
be  protected;  but  the  people  should  be  informed  that  so  long  as  an 
army  can  subsist  among  them  recurrences  of  these  raids  must  be 
expected,  and  we  are  determined  to  stop  them  at  all  hazards.  Bear  in 
mind  the  object  is  to  drive  the  enemy  south,  and  to  do  this  you  want  to 
keep  him  always  in  sight.  Be  guided  in  your  course  by  the  course  he 
takes.  Make  your  own  arrangements  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  giving 
regular  vouchers  for  su(di  as  will  be  taken  from  loyal  citizens  in  the 
country  through  whi(di  you  march. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  H.  C.,  August  5, 1864.  (Via  Monocacy.) 
Major-General  Hunter  : 

Keep  me  advised  of  your  movements  and  those  of  the  enemy,  so  that 
Sheridan  may  know  where  to  go  to  join  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Monocacy  Junction,  August  5, 1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  12  m.) 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army: 

General  Emory  is  at  Harper’s  Ferry  with  his  corps.  Colonel  Lowell, 
who  is  guarding  the  river  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Edwards’  Ferry, 
made  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Hillsborough,  in  Loudoun  County,  Va., 
and  reports  no  enemy  in  Loudoun  and  none  moving  across  from  Key’s 
Ferry.  No  rebel  force  has  aT>proached  Harper’s  Ferry  to-day.  Gen¬ 
eral  Howe  reports  a  considerable  rebel  force  ot  cavalry  and  artillery, 
with  a  train,  inovdng  northward  from  She])herdstown  on  the  Maryland 
side  of  the  river.  The  main  body  of  my  forces  remains  in  this  vicinity, 
from  which  place  I  will  not  move  until  there  are  further  de\elopments 
of  the  enemy’s  intentions.  D.  HUNTER, 

Major-General. 
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Monocacy,  Md.,  August  5,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Following  just  received  from  General  Howe,  dated  10  a.  m.  5tli: 

No  movements  oljserved  this  morning  Charlestown  way.  A  large  force  of  cavalry 
and  a  large  wagon  train  reported  on  the  Maryland  side,  moving  toward  Shari)sburg. 

D.  HUNTER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  August  5, 1864. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy : 

About  2,000  of  General  Sheridan’s  cavalry  will  move  out  this  after¬ 
noon  by  the  Rockville  and  Frederick  pike.  The  remainder  will  follow 
as  soon  as  it  arrives  and  is  supplied.  It  is  reported  that  the  rebels  are 
in  Hagerstown. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Monocacy  Junction,  August  5, 1864 — 4.45  p.  m. 

(Received  G.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Following  just  received  from  one  of  my  aides,  dated  Harper’s  Ferry, 
3.45  p.  111.  : 

The  rebel  force  crossed  appears  to  be  mostly  cavalry.  About  6,000  reported 
crossed  Jip  to  this  hour.  Their  immense  wagon  train  would  seem  to  denote  a  raid 
for  plunder.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  watch  Loudoun  closely? 

D.  HUNTER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  August  5, 1864 — 3  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 

Col.  James  A.  Hardie, 

Inspector- General  : 

The  signal  officer  on  Maryland  Heights  reports  having  seen  three 
divisions  of  infantry  cross  at  Shepherdstown  this  morning,  but  thinks 
they  have  not  gone  far  from  the  river;  also,  about  300  wagons,  which 
moved  to  Antietam,  guarded  by  cavalry  and  a  battery,  scattering  at 
that  point,  and  can  be  seen  in  small  numbers  through  the  country  pro¬ 
curing  supplies.  A  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  moved  up  on  Maryland 
Heights  this  morning. 

WM.  SINCLAIR, 

Alajor,  &c. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  5,  1864. 

(Received  11.15  p.  m.) 

Col.  James  A.  Hardie, 

Inspector  General : 

Lieutenant  Wyckolf,  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  has  just 
arrived  from  Antietam  Creek.  He  was  at  the  Mountain  House  in  the 
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forenoon  and  on  the  hill  just  below  the  bridge  where  General  Burnside 
crossed,  from  2  !>.  ni.  until  dark.  Reports  that  enemy  left  Sharpsburg 
on  Hagerstown  road,  with  about  2,000  cavalry  and  200  wagons,  at  day¬ 
light;  no  infantry.  About  2,000  infantry  and  150  wagons  were  left 
near  Sharpsburg  during  the  day.  Their  wagons  were  engaged  in 
gathering  wheat  from  farmers  near  Sharpsburg.  When  he  left  could 
see  no  signs  of  a  force  advancing  on  Virginia  side. 

WM.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Hdqks.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harper’’ s  Ferry ^  August  5,  1864. 

Captain  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Monocacy  Junction: 

I  have  telegraphed  for  Dudley  to  bring  his  cavalry  up,  but  get  no 
answer.  If  there  is  no  objection,  ask  the  general  to  let  it  come.  I  can 
ascertain  nothing  definite  without  it. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Monocacy,  Md.,  August  5,  1864. 

Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  : 

I  will  send  the  escort  to-night.  Have  just  received  the  telegram. 
The  agent  of  the  road  is  anxious  to  have  the  number  of  men  of  your 
command  passed  over  the  road.  If  I  shall  give  the  number,  please 
transmit  it. 

O.  O.  EOTTER, 

Captain  and  Chief  Quartermaster.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harper’s  Ferry,  August  5,  1864. 


Capt.  O.  O.  Potter, 

Chief  Q.  M.  19th  A.  C.,  at  GamhrilVs,  Monocacy  Junction : 

I  will  send  the  numbers  faithfully  as  soon  as  it  is  proper.  Let  me 
know  if  Colonel  Dudley’s  command  has  started;  if  not,  send  him  by 
railroad,  if  possible.  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  cavalry  here. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Monocacy,  Md.,  August  5, 1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Major-General  Emory: 

Colonel  Dudlev  started  at  4  p.  m.  with  his  command. 

O.  O.  POTTER, 
Captain  and  Quartermaster. 
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Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rarperh  Ferry,  August  5,  1864, 

Col.  N.  A.  M.  Dudley, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

You  will  come  to  this  j)lace  with  your  cavalry  with  all  possible  dis¬ 
patch.  Your  presence  is  much  needed  here.  This  supposes  you  have 
received  no  instructions  from  General  Hunter;  if  you  have,  show  him 
this. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory: 

D.  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Augiist  5,  1864. 

General  Merritt: 

You  can  camp  just  beyond  Tennallytown  to-night,  and  move  on  at 
5  oYlock  in  the  morning. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

HarpeVs  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  5,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy : 

Scout  just  come  in  from  Winchester;  reports  no  force  there  except 
sick  and  guards;  citizens  there  generally  report  that  Early’s  army 
moved  yesterday  to  again  cross  the  river.  Signal  officer  reports,  at  6 
p.  m.,  no  troops  in  sight  in  Maryland,  but  three  parks  of  wagons,  two  of 
them  near  Sharpsburg  and  one  near  Hagerstown. 

A.  P.  HOWE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  5,  1864. 

Col.  W.  P.  Maulsby, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Maryland  Heights  : 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Mili¬ 
tary  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  the  general  commanding  directs  that 
you  move  at  once  the  regiment  and  battalion  of  a  regiment  in  your 
command  now  lying  on  the  plain  of  Maryland  Heights  into  the  breast¬ 
works  near  the  Spur  battery.  The  troops  of  Major-General  Emniy 
will  form  on  the  left  of  your  troops.  The  regiment  of  your  command  on 
the  heights  near  Stone  Fort  will  remain  there. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  ADAMS, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp, 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper^s  Ferry^  W.  Fa.,  August  5,  1864. 

Col.  Samuel  Graham, 

Commmiding  Fifth  Neic  Yorlc  Artillery : 

Colonel:  You  will  have  the  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventieth  Eegiment  Ohio  National  Guard,  under  your  command,  in 
readiness  to  march  at  0  o’clock  to  morrow  morning,  the  detachment  to 
be  provided  with  two  days’  rations.  You  will  also  make  a  sufficient 
detail  immediately  to-night  to  relieve  the  one  officer,  two  sergeants,  and 
seventy  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Ohio  National  Guard, 
now  on  guard  duty  at  Sandy  Hook,  these  men  to  report  to  their  detach¬ 
ment  commanders  at  Camp  Hill,  Va. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber,  commanding: 

S.  F.  ADAMS, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Earpefs  Ferry^  W.  Fa.,  August  5,  1864. 

Maj.  John  H.  Huntley, 

Second  Potomac  Home  Brigade  Maryland  Volunteers : 

Major:  You  will  have  all  of  the  detachments  of  infantry  regiments 
of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  and  Major-General  Crook’s  division  now 
under  your  command  ready  to  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  6th 
instant.  They  will  be  provided  with  two  days’  rations. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber,  commanding: 

S.  F.  ADAMS, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Cumberland,  August  5,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Monocacy : 

I  have  just  returned  from  New  Creek.  The  enemy  were  severely 
punished  and  are  retreating  as  rapidly  as  possible  toward  Moorefield. 
I  think  they  will  go  ui)  the  South  Fork  and  through  Brock’s  Gap  into 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  at  Harrisonburg.  It  was  the  intention,  how¬ 
ever,  undoubtedly  of  McCausland  and  Johnson  to  have  gone  into  West 
Virginia  if  they  had  not  been  repulsed  here  and  at  New  Creek.  No 
damage  done  to  the  railroad  west  of  this,  and  very  little  east  this  side  of 
Back  Creek.  Trains  from  the  west  will  come  in  to-night,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  will  run  east  to  Hancock.  No  account  of  General  Averell  yet.  I 
fear  the  enemy  will  get  away  before  he  reaches  the  South  Branch 
Valley. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Pittsburg,  August  5,  1864 — 12.10  p.  m. 

(Keceived  Cumberland  10.25  a.  m.  6th.) 

General  Kelley: 

The  success  of  your  forces  at  Cumberland  and  New  Creek  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  gratifying  to  the  people  of  this  city.  Three  regiments  of  infantry 
and  two  of  cavalry  entered  Hagerstown  from  Shei)herdstown  at  9.30 
this  morning.  I  have  sent  artillerv  and  infantrj^  to  Uniontown. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major- General. 
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General  B.  F.  Kelley: 


Hancock,  Aupist  5,  1864. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 


The  report  of  the  rebel  cavalry  being  on  the  Bath  road  is  incorrect; 
it  was  General  AverelFs  men.  They  have  just  come  in  from  a  scouting 
expedition,  and  say  no  rebs  on  the  Bath  road. 

C.  C.  YEAKLE, 

Operator. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Hancocli',  i¥d.,  August  5, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Sir  :  The  report  is  that  the  enemy  have  crossed  in  force  at  Williams¬ 
port  with  wagon  train  of  from  300  to  500  wagons.  Tiiis  is  twice 
reported  by  our  signal  officer  who  is  at  Fairview.  They  commenced 
crossing  at  10  oYlock,  and  continued  crossing  until  12  o’clock  this  day. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  K.  DUFFifi, 
BfHgadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

(Copy  to  General  Kelley.) 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Mancoclc,  Aid.,  August  5,  1864. 

Major-General  Hunter  : 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  the  following  telegram  from  General  Kelley: 

Cumberland,  August  5,  1864. 

We  again  defeated  the  enemy  at  New  Creek  yesterday.  Their  loss  severe;  ours 
not  heavy. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadi  er- G  en  eral. 


Ko  enemy  crossed  the  Potomac  yesterday,  as  reported.  He  has  with¬ 
drawn  his  picket  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFlfi, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

Nothing  new  from  General  Averell. 


Cumberland,  August  5, 1864 — 9.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Duffie: 

Your  telegram  just -received.  Scouts  report  that  General  Averell 
overtook  the  enemy  beyond  Moorefield  and  captured  his  artillery  and 
500  prisoners.  This  is  not  official;  yet,  I  ho])e  it  is  so.  Your  train, 
&c.,  arrived  here  yestei  dny  morning.  All  quiet  here.  Will  run  trains 
to  Hancock  to-morrow  if  all  right  below  you. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Cumberland,  August  5,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Duffie, 

Hancoclc : 

If  there  is  a  squad  of  rebels  on  the  Bath  road,  can’t  yon  drive  them 
off  or  capture  them  ?  Eations  and  lorage  loaded  and  "ready  to  go  as 
soon  as  South  Branch  bridge  is  repaired. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Springfield,  August  J,  1864. 

(Eeceived  8.45  a.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumherland : 

I  expected  to  ffnd  some  information  here  from  you  of  the  enemy  to 
guide  my  movements,  but  have  received  nothing.  Will  you  please 
furnish  me  with  all  the  intelligence  of  the  enemy  that  you  liav^e"? 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Cumberland,  August  5,  1864. 

(Eeceived  6  a.  m.  6th.) 


Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Sprmgfield,  Va.  : 

Enemy  repulsed  at  New  Creek  last  night.  Are  retreating  rapidly 
toward  Moorelield.  Forage  and  rations  were  sent  you  this  a.  m.  to 
Green  Spring,  also  teams  to  iiaul  to  Springffeld.  Do  not  delay  to  pur¬ 
sue  them  with  vigor;  they  are  short  of  ammunition. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


New  Creek,  August  o,  1864. 

General  Kelley: 

The  rebels  left  here  during  the  night.  We  are  now  hunting  them; 
cannot  tell  which  way  they  have  gone.  I  will  keep  you  advised  of 
every  movement.  It  may  be  the  rebels  have  gone  west. 

EOBT.  STEVENSON, 
Colonel.)  Commanding  Forces. 


New  Creek,  [August  5,]  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

All  ri gilt  this  morning;  rebels  left.  We  are  going  in  pursuit;  will 
keep  you  advised.  Ee-eiiforcements  arrived  safe.  We  had  a  hot  fight 
all  afternoon.  Cannot  tell  yet  our  loss;  not  heavy.  Captured  one 
prisoner;  says  tlie  forces  of  McCausland  and  Johnson  are  going  out 
toward  Parkersburg,  and  will  go  on  to  the  road  west  of  this  place.  I 
have  confidence  in  the  man  and  his  father;  he  belongs  to  the  First 
Virginia  (rebel)  Cavalry.  Telegraph  wire  down  west  of  here. 

J.  F.  HOY, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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OlTMBERLANU,  AlUJHHt  .'5,  1864. 


Colonel  Wilkinson, 

Clarl'shiirg,  lU.  Vu.  : 

NTew  Creek  O.  K.  Enemy  rej)iilse(l  and  driven  off. 

C.  A*.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Clarksburg,  August  5,  1864. 

(Received  3.40  ]).  m.) 


Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

I  have  ordered  Company  P,  Sixth  Virginia,  from  Wheeling  to 
Rowlesburg,  temporarily.  Have  also  requested  General  Bunker  to  send 
three  companies  State  militia.  Have  a  detachment  of  Carlin’s  men 
here  to  man  the  6-pounder  brass  gun.  The  Gilmer  County  affair  vfas 
Chewning’s  horse- thieves.  All  quiet  in  front,  so  far  as  I  know. 

N.  WILKINSON, 


Colonel. 


West  Union,  W.  Va.,  Angnst  5,  1864. 

Colonel  Wilkinson: 

Colonel  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  to-day  everything  quiet.  ^ 
After  our  xiickets  were  fired  uxion  we  sent  out  detachments  of  our  com¬ 
pany,  who  scouted  the  country  for  ten  miles  around  and  found  that  the 
whole  affair  was  occasioned  by  a  supiiosed  gang  of  horse-thieves,  who 
were  prowling  around  and  happened  to  run  on  our  pickets.  I  will  do 
all  in  my  power  to  have  them  captured.  Mail-carrier  from  Glenville 
reports  all  quiet  there. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DONOHUE, 

Lieutenant^  Comdg.  Company  G.  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 


Headquarters, 
Cumberland.^  Augiist  .5,  1864. 

Maj.  Z.  South, 

15Sd  Ohio  National  Guard: 

Ma.tor:  Cars  will  be  sent  to  North  Branch  this  a.  m.,  and  you  are 
directed  to  load  the  men  of  your  command  and  xiroceed  without  delay 
along  the  line  of  railroad,  distributing  your  force  at  the  different  xioints 
along  th(‘,  route,  the  details  of  A\duch  will  be  indicated  by  Colonel 
S tough,  who  acconq)anies  the  train. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley : 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

My  brigade  is  ordered  out. 
movements  of  the  enemy  ? 


Grafton,  August  5,  1864. 

Can  you  advise  me  of  the  locality  or 

E.  E.  BUNKER, 
Brigadier- General^  Third  Brigade. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  8th  Army  Corps,  Middle  Dept., 

No.  194.  (  Baltimore,  August  5,  1864. 

1.  The  Twentieth  Eegiineiit  Peimsylvauia  Militia,  assigned  by  para¬ 
graph  2,  Special  Orders,  No.  189,  current  series,  to  the  Third  Separate 
Brigade,  Eightli  Army  Corps,  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-second  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Militia  (100-days’ 
service). 

'^  ^  *  *  ■*■  ^  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAMUEL  B.  LAWKENCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


PiTTSBURO,  Pa.,  August  5,  1864. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Seeretary  of  War: 

I  last  night  recommended  to  the  Governor  to  call  out  10,000  men. 
He  has  called  for  30,000.  I  have  notilied  him  that  all  presented  by 
him  as  organized  would  be  armed,  subsisted,  clothed,  and  transported 
by  the  United  States.  There  being  nothing  apparently  to  detain  me 
here,  after  having  made  all  prosier  dispositions  with  General  Rowley,  I 
intend  leaving  for  Harrisburg  to-night.  Nothing  later  from  New  Creek 
since  my  dispatch  of  12  ni.  to  Major-General  Halleck. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 


PiTTSBURD,  Pa.,  Aiigiist  5,  1864. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  telegram  was  received  by  me  from  General  Kelley  this 
morning: 

CUMBEKLANI),  Ml).,  AiKjiist  5,  1S64—9  a.  m. 
My  forces  repulsed  the  enemy  jigain  yesterday  at  New  Creek.  General  McCaus- 
laud  and  Bradley  Johnson’s  forces  attacked  that  post  3  p.  in.  The  fight  continued 
until  long  after  dark.  The  enemy  retreated  <luring  the  night,  leaving  their  killed 
and  wounded.  Their  loss  severe;  ours  about  25'lAilled  and  50  wounded.  The  gar¬ 
rison  made  a  most  gallant  defense  under  Colonels  Stevenson  and  Hoy  and  Major 
Simpson. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


I  am  sending  infantry  and  artillery  to  Uniontown.  Will  leave  to 
night  for  Harrisburg. 


I).  N.  COUCH, 


Major- General. 


Greencastle,  August  5,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  S.  Schultze: 

Since  my  last  dispatch  1  have  heard  from  station  on  Casey’s  Knob.». 
They  say  it  was  a  very  small  force  of  cavalry  that  entered  Hagerstown, 
and  that  it  has  not  moved  out  toward  Greencastle.  1  think  it  is  only 
a  reconnoitering  party  that  crossed,  though  there  is  evidently  quite  a 
force  on  the  other  side, 

THxlYER, 

hieutenant  and  Siaml  Offk^yy 
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Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  181.  ^  Harrishurgj  Fa.,  Augvst  5,  1864. 

1.  Capt.  M.  Hastings,  commanding  Keystone  Battery,  100-days^ 
rennsylvania  Yolnpteers,  will  proceed  withont  delay  by  railroad  with 
bis  command  to  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Tlie  quartermaster’s  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transimrtation. 

^5=  #  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  (-onch: 

J.  S.  SGHULTZE, 
A.ssist(nif  Adjtiiant- General. 


Greencastle,  Angnst  5,  1864. 

MaJ.  J.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Asstsiart  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  retreated  to  this  place.  My  scouts  skirmished  witli  the  enemy 
this  morning  at  Williamsport  and  at  Hagerstow]i.  The  enemy  holds 
the  latter  place.  From  reliable  scouts,  they  are  crossing  in  force  at 
Williamsport  this  morning  or  opposite  there.  They  were  called  out  in 
line  and  had  mock  service  instead  of  divine,  after  which  the  doxology 
was  i)layed  by  their  band,  and  then  took  np  the  line  of  march  for  the 
river  ford.  I  am  having  my  scouts  at  work  ;  will  give  you  all  possible 
information  as  to  further  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  have  not  the 
means  of  determining  their  positive  direction  yet,  but  will  soon  be  able 
to  give  you  the  direction  of  march.  I  am  fully  confident  their  aim  is 
to  come  down  this  wav. 

LOT  BOWEN, 

Major,  Gouiinanding  Third  Virginia  Gar  airy. 


HARRisnuRG,  Pa.,  August  5,  1864. 

(Peceived  3  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Three  regiments  of  rebel  infantry  and  two  of  cavalry  crossed  at 
Shepherdstown  this  morning  and  came  by  the  Boonsborough  road. 
Their  movements  ii{di('ate‘that  it  is  a  foraging  expedition.  Our  men  on 
signal  station  on  Casey’s  Knob  have  just  left  mysteriously,  and  it  is 
imijossible  to  find  ono  anything  more  definite. 

GEOKGE  (LVDWALADhlK, 

Major-General. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  o,  1864. 

(Received  4.80  p.  in.) 

flon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seer et ary  of  War : 

The  enemy  occupied  Hagerstown  this  morning  with  tJie  three  regi¬ 
ments  of  infantry  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  of  the  aiiproach  of 
which  I  have  alreadv  advised  you. 

(fEOP.GE  GAD VVA  I^ADEK, 

Mdjor-  Genera f 
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Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 


HarkisbiirOj  Pa.,  Augjist  .5,  1864. 

(Keceived  11.30  a.  ni.) 


tSecretary  of  War: 

The  following  received  since  my  dispat(*li: 


Governor  Curtin; 

Rebels  entered  Hagerstown  at  b.tO. 


A.  G.  GITKTIA. 


Confidential.]  AVar  Department, 

August  5,  18()4. 

Governor  Curtin, 

Harrisburg  : 

Your  telegrams  have  been  received.  A  force  believed  l)y  General 
Grant  to  be  adequate  for  the  occasion  is  being  directed  Ity.him  against 
the  enemy. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

^Secretary  of  War. 


Monocacy,  Md.,  August  b‘,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  AA^  Halleck, 

Washington^  I).  C.  : 

From  the  dispatches  re(;eived  by  General  Hunter  it  appears  to  me 
evident  there  is  no  great  force  of  the  enemy,  likely  not  more  than 
2,000  men,  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  they  engaged  in  gathering  and 
moving  off  stock  and  produce.  1  believe  they  will  be  gone  before  our 
trooiis  can  get  near  them. 

U.  S.  GPANT, 

.Lieutenant-General, 


AVasiiinCtTdn,  1).  C.,  August  6,  1861 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Monoeavy : 

One  brigade  of  Torbert’s  division  of  cavalry  left  last  Jiight  and 
another  will  start  this  morning  for  Harper’s  Ferry,  via  Monocacy.  As 
your  telegram  of  last  night  says,  Send  all  cavalry  yet  to  arrive,”  &c., 
I  presume  you  allude  to  the  division  expected  from  City  Point.  Do 
you  want  an  order  issued  making  a  military  division  of  the  four  depart¬ 
ments,  or  shall  it  await  your  return  here? 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Muddy  Branch,  August  d,  1861. 

(Keceived  8.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  C.  H.  Kaymond, 

Assistant  A dju taut-  G eneral : 

Major:  My  line  undisturbed.  Guerrillas  getting  shy;  a  few  yet  on 
\  this  side.  Have  furnished  guard  for  telegraph  post  at  Darnestown, 
and  would  jfface  post  at  Kockville  to  better  protect  communication  on 
the  i)ike  if  I  had  men  enough. 

JNO.  M.  WxVITE, 

Major^  (he. 
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Alexandria,  Au()ust  6‘,  1864. 

(Keceived  9  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Taylor, 

AfisiMant  Adjutant- General : 

The  i^atrols  report  all  quiet  to-day.  The  ])arty  sent  ont  last  evenings 
went  to  Dumfries,  but  found  nothing'. 

PI.  II.  WELLS, 

Lieut.  Cot.  and  Lvov.  Mar.  Gen.j  Defen.'^e.s  South  of  the  Potouiae. 


AVASiTiNcn'ON,  Au(iust  (f  1864. 

Major- General'  Hunter, 

Monocacy.,  il/d.,  or  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Ya. : 

The  Cavalry  Bureau  has  requested  that  all  unserviceable  cavalry 
horses  in  your  department  be  sent  to  the  depots  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio, 
and  Giesborough,  D.  C.  1  have  directed  tlnit  every  possible  effort  be 
made  to  mount  your  cavalry. 

11.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and,  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  AVest  Yiroinia, 

Yo.  ()0.  ]  Harper's  Ferry,  1U.  Va.,  August  6,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  PI.  Sheridan  having  arrived  is  hereby  placed  in  imme¬ 
diate  command  of  all  the  troops  withiTi  the  department. 

I>y  eommaml  of  Major-General  Hunter: 

l‘.  G.  BIEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  AVest  Virginia, 

Vo.  P4().  ]  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  6,  1864. 

#  *  *  *  #  *  # 

o.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Sullivan,  IT.  S.  A'olunteers,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence,  will  proceed  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  and  assume  command  of  tlie  troops  in  the  A^alley  of  the 
Kanawha. 

(i.  Pn  comidianee  with  orders  from  Ijieutenant-General  Grant,  Brig. 
Gen.  A.  V.  Howe  and  staff  will  rdnrn  at  once  to  Washington,  D.  (h, 
and  report  to  Major-General  Angnr,  commanding  De])artmeutofAVasli- 
ington. 

By  order  of  Alajor-General  Hnnt(*r: 

P.  G.  BPEP, 

.1  s,sista7it  A djutant-General. 


Washington,  August  6,  1,S64. 

Major-Gen(‘ral  Sheridan, 

Willard's  Hotel : 

General  Grant  directs  that  you  go  to  Harper’s  I^'erry  this  morning  to 
assume  general  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  field.  You  will  call 
at  Monocac'y  to  ascertain  if  General  Hunter  has  left.  Formal  orders 
will  be  sent  to  vou  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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General,  I  am  also  requested  to  say  that  there  is  a  battalion  of  con¬ 
valescents  belonging  to  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  perhaps  some 
belonging  to  regiments  in  your  division,  at  Convalescent  Camp,  south 
side  of  tlie  Potomac. 

HALLECK, 

Major- frenerah 


Harper’s  Ferry,  A^a.,  Angunt  6^  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Peceived  8.40  p.  in.) 


Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant, 


W a.shingtony  J).  C. : 


I  have  the  lionor  to  report  my  command  here.  I  find  affairs  some¬ 
what  confused,  but  will  soon  straighten  them  out.  I  have  had  a  great 
many  reports  of  the  enemy’s  movements.  There'  is  not  mucli  doubt 
but  that  some  cavalry  and  infantry  marched  from  Sharpsburg  toward 
Hagerstown  this  morning.  I  hope  to  be  able  to-morrow  to  get  more 
definite  information,  and  have  ordered  Colonel  Lowell,  with  a  iiortion 
of  his  command,  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  Martinsburg.  I  am  anxiously  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  General  Torbert’s  command.  General  Averell  has  all  the 
cavalry  that  belongs  here  and  is  following  up  the  enemy  from  Siiringfield 
in  the  direction  of  Moorefield.  I  have  no  good  reason  to  think  that 
the  enemv  reqiorted  as  going  toward  Hagerstown  is  formidable. 

\\  H.  8HE1HDAN, 

jMajor- General. 


Monocacy,  August  6',  1864 — 13.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Emory: 

Move  with  your  whole  corps  at  daylight  to  Halltown.  The  Sixth 
Corps  will  embark  to-night  to  join  you.  Until  further  orders  [wait]  at 
Halltown. 

D.  HUNTER, 

Alajor- General. 


HEADQrARTERS  NINETEENTH  ARMY  CoRPS, 

llallfoirn,  17/.,  A^igust  6,  1864. 

Captain  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutemt- General  to  General  nunter  : 

The  advance  of  my  column  reached  here  early  this  morning,  and  now, 
at  9  a.  m.,  my  whole  command  is  up.  My  cavalry  will  be  here  in  two 
hours.  I  have  not  heard  anything  of  jny  artilleiy  or  wagons,  but  su])- 
pose  they  have  been  ordereii  forward.  Nothing  definite  of  the  enemv. 

\V.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Hetaottmen  r  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Halltoum,  17/.,  August  6’,  1864. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Commanding  : 

A  cavalry  patrol  sent  to  Charlestown  has  returned  without  [meet¬ 
ing]  any  enemy.  As  far  as  Colonel  Jones,  who  commanded  the  patrol, 
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could  learn  the  enemy  are  moving  toward  Sharpsburg.  He  learned 
that  General  Early  moved  his  headquarters  yesterday  morning  east¬ 
ward  toward  the  river. 

Verv  respectfully, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Monocacy,  Atigust  6.  1864. 

(Received  10.15  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory: 

One  of  my  scouts  reports  passing  General  Merritt’s  cavalry  and 
two  batteries  at  Clarksville  at  12  m.  to-day.  They  have  not  yet 
reached  here.  There  are  no  others  in  this  vicinity.  I  will  hurry  these 
up  as  soon  as  thev  arrive. 

E.  B.  TYLER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  Augiist  6',  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Grover  : 

General:  The  officers  and  men  with  your  division  belonging  to 
other  divisions  of  the  Kineteenth  Corps  and  to  the  Sixth  Corps,  near 
Harper’s  Ferry,  will  be  forwarded  by  rail  to  their  proper  commands. 
If  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  properly  take  charge 
of  the  men  you  will  detail  some  from  your  division,  to  return  to  you  as 
soon  as  the  men  are  turned  over  to  their  proper  corps.  Please  state 
about  the  number  of  officers  and  men  to  go  forward. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTOK, 

A ssistant  A  djiitant-  Genera I. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Angiifit  6,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.) 

Brigadier- General  Torbert, 

Ehhitt  Home: 

General  Sheridan  directs  that  you  hurry  up  your  Second  Brigade 
and  send  word  to  General  Merritt  to  push  on  and  report  to  him  here. 
As  soon  as  you  have  started  your  Second  Brigade  you  will  report  in 
person  at  this  place.  You  will  come  here  bv  railroad. 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Bta  f. 


Headquarters, 
HarpeCs  Ferry,  August  6,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Merritt, 

Comdg.  Reserve  Brigade,  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps : 
General  Sheridan  directs  that  you  push  on  with  your  command  so 
as  to  report  to  him  at  this  place  by  to-morrow  evening. 


JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  August  6‘,  1864. 

Colonel  Lowell, 

Co7nmanding  Cavalry^  -Near  Point  of  Bocks : 

You  will  please  come  to  this  place,  and  bring  with  you  1,000  cavalry. 
It  is  important  that  you  be  here  at  daylight  to-morrow.  Acknowledge 
receipt. 

I).  MTJNTKli, 

Major-  General. 


Major-General  Hunter: 
Order  to  report  received. 


Point  of  Pocks,  August  6,  1864. 


C.  P.  LOWELL,  Jr., 
Colonel^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Viroinia, 

HarpeCs  Ferry^  W.  Fa.,  August  6‘,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe, 

Commanding  Military  District  of  HarpeCs  Ferry:  ’  •  • 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  one  com- 
l)any  of  infantry,  numbering  about  fifty  efi'ective  men,  to  Weverton  to 
guard  the  fords  near  that  place,  so  as  to  render  more  secure  the  rebel 
prisoners  now  there. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  BIEP, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cl^MRERLAND,  Aiup/.s-f  6',  1864. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Ad jutam- General.,  Alonoeaey : 

General  Averell  arriv(‘d  at  Springfield  last  night.  I  have  ordered 
him  to  pursue  the  enemy  and  attack  him  as  soon  as  he  ovtulakes  him. 
The  enemy  is  short  of  ammunition. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


(vT^MRERLAND,  August  6,  1864. 

Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling : 

I  think  it  is  not  necessary  to  call  out  the  militia  of  Ohio  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  counties,  but  would  suggest  a  proclamation  directing  them  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  respond  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Bri  ga  di  er-  Ge  n  eral. 
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IIlOADQUARTERS  FlRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
McConneUshurg^  Pa.^  August  6‘,  J8(j4. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter, 

Comdg.  Dtpt.  of  West  Virginia^  Monocacy  Junction^  Md.: 

Sir:  I  learned  this  morning;  that  the  rebel  force  Avhicli  crossed  at 
Williamsi)ort  yesterday  were  moving  in  this  direction.  To-day  1 
moved  to  this  point  lioping  to  strike  their  dank  or  head  them  oif. 
To-night  I  learn  from  the  signal  officer  at  Fairview,  Md.,  that  the  rebels 
are  recrossing  the  Potomac.  The  force  crossed  yesterday  is  estimated 
at  some  800  cavalry,  0,000  infantry,  some  artillery,  and  200  or  300 
Avagons.  If  I  find  they  are  positively  retreating  I  shall  return  to 
Hancock  to-morrow.  My  men  have  been  without  rations  two  days. 
Hope  to  obtain  at  Hancock.  If  yon  have  any  orders  for  me,  send  here 
to-morroAY  morning. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Prigadier-GeneruJ  of  Volunteers. 


Hancock,  August  0,  1864. 

P>rig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Command i7igj  Cumbe^Pmdy  Md. : 

The  enemy  have  positively  crossed,  and  are  camiied  this  side  of  the 
river  near  Williamsport.  Their  cavalry  are  advancing  toward  Mer- 
cersbnrg;  their  infantry  on  the  Boonsborongh  road.  1  must  have 
some  rations  for  my  men;  send  them  to  me  immediately  if  possible; 
can  do  nothing  without  rations.  I  aa  ill  send  yon  my  Avagon  train  AAdth 
my  led  horses.  I  do  not  know  the  nundier  of  the  enemy,  but  they  are 
reported  strong,  saA^,  7,000  or  8,000. 

A.  N.  DUFFIB, 
Jyrigadier- ( /  cuera  1. 


Springfield,  August  6,  1864. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

Comma, 7idmg  Department  of  West  Virginia  : 

Keceived  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant.*  Enemy  gone  toAAmrd 
Moorelield.  Lost  100  horses  yesterday  broken  doAAUi;  have  1,G00  left. 
Enemy  has  double  that  number.  I  will  folloAV  and  light  him  if  he 
stands  if  it  kills  every  horse  and  man  in  the  command;  but  it  cannot  be 
exi)ected  that  I  can  overtake  him  if  he  chooses  to  keep  aAvay.  Enemy 
says  re-enforcements  Avill  join  him  at  Moorelield. 

WM.  W.  AVFKELL, 

Brigadier- Ceiieral. 


Springfield,  August  6,  1864. 

(Received  11.35  a.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley  : 

Your  dispatch  dated  yesterday  was  received  at  6  a.  rn.  to-day.  Train 
arrived  late  in  the  niglit.  About  100  horses  were  lost  yesterday  by 
breaking  down.  They  cannot  marcli  long  Avithout  rest  or  cliange 


Not  found, 
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witliout  being  lost.  I  have  now  but  1,600  mounted  men.  The  enemy 
has  about  twice  that  number.  To  expect  me  to  overtake  hin)  with  this 
command  in  its  present  condition  is  absurd,  but  I  will  follow  and  fight 
him  if  he  stands  if  it  kills  every  horse  and  man  in  the  command.  Will 
you  i)lease  have  anothej'  train  of  forage  and  rations  ready  day  after 
to-morrow  to  send  opt. 

WM.  W.  AYERELL, 

Brigadier -GenernL 


Ottmuerland,  August  6,  IHGl. 

(Received  2  ]).  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Stevenson  at  New  Creek 
reports  that  the  enemy  retreated  via  Burlington  to  the  Junction,  and 
thence  via  the  Mill  Creek  road  to  Moorefield.  Should  you  desire  sup¬ 
plies,  I  think  it  Avill  be  the  most  practicable  and  safest  route  to  supply 
you  from  New  Creek.  I  will  send  a  regiment  of  infantry  to  occupy 
Greenland  Gap,  which  will  be  a  great  safety  to  your  trains.  I  presume 
the  enemy  will  retreat  via  the  South  Fork  if  they  return  to  Early.  If 
they  are  going  to  Kanawha  or  Beverly,  they  will  go  up  the  South 
Branch  to  Franklin  and  Monterey. 

The  enemy  is  ill  bad  condition;  has  been  constantly  marching  and 
fighting  for  more  than  a  week.  I  think  you  can  whip  if  you  can  catch 
him.  I  have  200  horses  I  can  supply  you.  Would  suggest  if  you  stop 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Moorefield  to  send  in  200  of  your  poorest  horses 
and  exchange  them  for  fresh  ones.  The  men  might  come  in  on  a  scout, 
exchange  horses,  and  return.  Just  received  a  dispatch  from  Duffie 
that  the  enemy  has  crossed  into  Maryland  again,  7,000  or  8,000  strong, 
and  that  they  occupy  Hagerstown.  I  think  it  doubtful.  Write  me,  by 
Colonel  Thompson's  returning  scout,  and  inform  me  where  you  will  have 
supplies  sent  and  from  what  jioint. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Romney,  August  6^  18G4. 


Major  Work: 

You  will  [move]  at  once  from  this  point  via  Grassy  Lick  to  Moore¬ 
field  and  Wardensville  turnpike,  reaching  the  pike  at  a  point  as  near 
Wardensville  as  possible.  If  you  ascertain  that  the  enemy  has  not 
passed  eastward  on  that  road  you  will  at  once  effectually  blockade  it 
by  felling  trees  or  other  means,  and  defend  the  same  should  the  enemy 
ap])roach,  whi(*h  you  will  ascertain  by  sending  [a]  patrol  toward  Moor(‘- 
Meld,  until  it  meets  the  enemy.  If  the  enemy  has  passed  you  will 
communicate  the  fact  to  these  headquarters  at  Moorefield  at  once,  and 
endeavor  to  cut  them  off  at  some  other  point.  Should  you  learn  the 
enemy  had  taken  the  Howard  Lick  road  you  will  endeavor  to  get  upon  it 
in  advance  of  him  and  stop  his  iirogress.  Should  you  hear  the  sound 
of  cannon,  which  might  indicate  an  engagement  between  the  main  body 
and  the  enemy,  you  will  proceed  at  once  by  the  shortest  route  toward 
the  scene  of  aidion  and  attack  the  enemy. 

WM.  W.  AYERELL, 

Bri  ga  dier-  Gene  ra  1 . 
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Cumberland,  Aiujunt  6‘,  1864. 

Colonel  Stevenson, 

Creel' : 

What  news  have  yon  from  the  army  this  mornino  ?  By  wliat  roads 
were  they  then  retreating  toward  Mooretield  ?  Ceneral  Avereil  is  in 
vSpringtieid  this  a.  m. 

B.  h\  KELLEY, 

B  riff  (1(1  ier- Gen  eral. 


New  Creek,  Auffiifit  6,  1864. 

Ceneral  Kelley, 

Cumberland: 

My  scouts  have  just  returned.  They  report  tlie  enemy  at  Oldfields, 
near  Mooretield. 

KOBT.  STEVENSON, 

Colonel. 


New  Creek,  August  6,  1864. 
(Received  Cumberland  2.20  ]>.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Our  scouts  report  the  enemy  leaving  Burlington  for  Moorefield  on 
^lill  Creek  road.  A  number  of  citizens  confirm  this  statement. 

B.  STEVENSON,  . 

Co  lon  ely  Com  m  anding. 


Cumberland,  August  6‘,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Colonel  Stevenson, 

Neic  Creel': 

Direct  Major  Simpson  to  hold  his  command  in  readiness  to  move  to 
Greenland  Gap  promptly  on  'receiving  the  order.  General  Avereil  is 
pursuing  the  enemy. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier^  Genera  1. 


(  b'MBERT.ANl),  Auffust  6,  1864. 

COMMANDTNO  (  )FFICER, 

North  Branch  : 

You  will  send  a  scout  of  forty  men  to  escort  Captain  Byers,  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Averell’s  staff,  to  Mechanicsburg  Gap.  The  scout  will  go  u])  Pat¬ 
terson’s  Creek  to  Sheets’  Mill,  and  thence  via  the  Knobly  road.  It 
General  Avereil  has  passed  the  ga])  the  squad  will  proceed  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Byers  till  he  overtakes  General  xAverell.  Send  the  dispatches  to 
me  that  General  Avereil  mav  send  back. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brigad  i er-  Gen  eral. 
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Fort  Pendleton,  Md.,  Auifust  6',  16('>d. 

General  Kelley, 

Cumber  la  rid  ^  Md.  : 

General:  Since  my  last  letter  I  liave  constantly  liad  scouting 
l)arties  out  in  the  direction  of  Greenland  Gap.  Sometimes  things 
looked  gloomy  enough.  The  country  people  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Alleghany  were  very  much  excited,  but  as  yet  nothing  of  importance 
has  occurred.  On  last  Tliursday  my  scouts  pursued  three  of  McKeill’s 
men  from  the  Junction  to  Elk  Garden,  but  were  unable  to  bring  them 
to  a  halt.  On  Tuesday  two  men  came  to  my  camp  representing  them¬ 
selves  to  be  Captain  Yocum’s  men,  and  had  his  pass.  They  said  they 
were  in  pursuit  of  a  horse-thief.  They  were  truly  suspicious  in  ap- 
j)earance.  I  sent  them  under  arrest  to  New  Creek.  1  was  under  tlie 
impression  from  their  actions  and  manner  generally  that  they  were 
spies,  but  they  proved  to  be  all  right.  My  scouts  to-day  fell  in  Avith 
a  detachment  of  the  Ringgold  Cavalry  not  far  from  Foley.  All  is 
quiet  to-day  as  far  as  the  gap.  1  shall  continue  to  be  vigilant,  and 
if  attacked  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  hold  my  position. 

I  am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  yours, 

GODWIN, 

Captain. 


Grafton,  August  (i,  1804. 
(PeceiAnMl  Cumberland  1  o’clock.) 

Lieut.  VV.  B.  Kelley, 

A  ide-de-  Cam p : 

Have  you  anv  information  of  localitA^  of  eneinvf 

F.  E.  BUNKER, 

/>  rigadi  er-  G  e  n  e  ra  I . 


Ct^virerland,  August  6',  1804. 

B  r  i  ga  (1  i  er  -  G  en  er  a  1  B  i  ^  N  KE  R , 

Grafton : 

The  enemy  is  reported  retreating  toAvard  Mooi  eheld.  1  think  tliis  is 
reliable. 

P*.  E.  KELLEY, 

I  >  rig  ad  ier-  G  enera  I 


Bai/itmore,  August  0,  18(i4. 

Captain  Churchman, 

AAstminster.,  Western  Mar  gland  Railroad: 

Have  you  any  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy f  Make 
frequent  reports.  Any  scouts  from  Gettysburg  to-day! 


SAME.  B.  LAWRENCE, 

A ssistant  Adjntan t- General. 


Westminster,  AId.,  August  0,  1801. 

Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

A  ssista  nt  A  dj  u  tan  t-  Genera  I : 

I  have  no  reliable  information  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy.  1 
haye  information  Iroin  an  ollicer  Avho  left  Gettysbui’g  at  2  o’clock  this 
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morning,  and  he  reports  that  no  rebels  were  supposed  to  be  near  there. 
I  liave  a  scouting  party  patrolling  the  country  between  Middleburg  and 
Liberty,  and  will  inform  you  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy.  Please 
])lace  an  operator  in  Baltimore  office  all  night. 

CALEB  CdlUBCHMAX, 

Ca2)taiu^  Coinmandinij  Scouts. 


[  First  i n ilors tMHe 1 1 1 . ] 

IlDQRS.  Middle  Department,  Eiohth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore j  August  6’,  1864. 

llespectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-Ceneral  Lockwood  for  his  informa¬ 
tion. 

Idease  return  these  pajiers,  Avith  report  as  to  whether  you  have  any 
scouts  between  Westminster  and  Gettysburg. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

.JAMES  B.  BOSS, 

Major  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  indorsement. J 

Hdqrs.  Third  Separate  Brio.,  Eiohtti  .Vrmy  Corps, 

Baltimore j  Atigm^t  6',  1864. 

In  General  Locktvood’s  absence  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that 
there  are  no  scouts  out,  otlier  than  tliose  under  Captain  Cliurchman, 
the  entire  cavalry  force  of  this  brigade,  excepting  Smith’s  company,  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  being  comprised  in  that  officer’s  command. 

Very  resjiectfully, 

C.  MULLIKIK, 

lAeutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  Anigust  6',  1864. 

Bi‘igadiei--General  Lockwood, 

Commanding  Third  Separate  Grigade : 

General:  lam  directed  by  Major-General  Wallace  to  re(piest  you 
to  make  report  to  these  headiiuarters  of  the  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of 
M^estminster  and  beyond.  Please  state  to  Avhat  point  the  patrols 
extend  and  the  last  instructions  given  by  you;  also  give  the  last 
information  received  from  AVestminster. 

Besiiectf Lilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  IL  LAWBE^^CE, 

A ssis tan  t  A djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  ArxAIy  Corps, 

Baltimore j  August  6‘,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Laavrenije, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Eighth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning,  making  inquiries  as 
to  the  number  and  operations  of  my  cavalry  scouts  at  Westminster,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  force  consists  of  Company  A,  Second 
Delaware  Cavalry  (Captain  Milligan),  and  thirty  men  of  the  First  Dela- 
Avare  Cavalry,  making  in  all  120  men,  under  tlie  command  of  Captain 
Churchman,  First  Delaware  Cavalry. 
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The  iollowiug  is  an  extract  from  Oa])tain  Ohiirchman’s  report  of  yes¬ 
terday,  the  5th  instant,  receiYed  this  morning ; 

I  have  scouted  this  [country]  from  Liberty  through  Middlehurg  to  Emmitshurg 
aud  Hanover,  and  all  is  quiet.  I  have  not  seen  anything  of  General  Couch^s  scouts. 
I  will  keep  a  sharp  lookout  in  the  direction  of  Hagerstown,  as  there  is  supposed  to 
be  a  rebel  force  there. 

Inclosed  is  also  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  this  officer. 

Yerv  respectfullv,  vonr  obedient  sei  vant, 

HENRY  II.  LOCKWOOD, 

B ri(f« (Her-  G en enil^  (■onirn and i )uj . 


[luclu-sure.] 

Hdqes.  Third  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Armv  Corps, 

Baltimore^  July  30,  1864. 

Captaiji  Churchman: 

In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  Major-General  AYallace,  com¬ 
manding  the  department,  you  will  jiroceed,  without  delay,  witli  your 
company  to  Middlehurg  and  strengthen  the  patrols  of  the  First  Regi¬ 
ment  Delaware  Cavalry,  now  operating  in  that  locality.  You  vdlltake 
command  of  the  whole  patrol  composed  of  your  company,  and  the 
detachment  of  tliirty  men  of  the  First  Delaware  Cavalry,  unless  that 
detachment  shall  be  found  to  be  commanded  by  an  officer  senior  to 
yourself,  in  which  event  you  will  receive  orders  from  him.  The  coun¬ 
try  must  be  efficiently  patrolled  between  Liberty  and  Middlehurg  and 
as  far  up  as  Hanover,  unless  General  Couch’s  cavalry  is  iierforming  this 
duty  in  sufficient  strength  between  Middlehurg  and  Hanover.  Captain 
Milligan  will  make  frequent  report  by  telegraph  to  these  headquarters. 
A  telegraph  operator  will  be  constantly  on  duty  at  Westminster  and 
intermediate  points  between  that  place  and  Baltimore.  In  case  of 
necessity,  the  cavalry  patrol  will  retire  in  the  direction  of  Baltimore, 
unless  otherwise  directed.  .Should  you  find  an  officer  senior  to  your¬ 
self  in  charge  of  the  jiatrol,  you  will  communicate  these  instructions  to 
that  officer,  who  will  carry  them  out  to  the  letter. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Lockwood: 

GEO.  Y.  MASSEY, 
Afuiistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Auyiusl  e‘,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

(Received  fi.3()  j).  m.) 

Major-General  HalIvECK, 

Chief  of  Btaf : 

Lieutenant  Thayer,  signal  officer  at  Greencastle,  reported  at  2  p.  m. 
to-day  that  it  was  said  a  large  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  crossed  at 
Williamsport  yesterday  and  went  in  direction  of  Boonsborough.  One 
of  his  servants,  sent  to  Fairview  yesterday,  is  just  in  at  Greencastle 
aud  says  the  force  that  crossed  as  above  reported  is  from  6,000  to  8,000, 
with  two  batteries,  mostly  mounted.  Was  three  hours  in  crossing. 
Hope  my  scouts  at  Emmitsburg  will  find  out  something  of  their 
direction. 


D.  N.  COUCH, 

M({i<>^'-Ceuer(fl, 
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HAKRiSBURa,  Pa.,  xlugvst 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Cluef  of  Staff: 


6‘,  1S64 — 8.30  p.  m. 
(Eeceived  10  p.  in.) 


Scouts  again  report  the  number  of  rebi  Is  that  crossed  at  Williamsport 
yesterday  not  less  than  6,000,  and  are  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 
Antietam  battle-ground.  No  report  from  my  scouts  below  JVIorgantown, 
W.  Ya. 

1).  N.  COUCH, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  \  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  240.  )  Washington.,  August  7,  1864. 

1.  The  Middle  Department  and  the  Departments  of  Washington,  of 
the  Susquehanna,  and  of  West  Ahrginia  will  constitute  tlie  Middle 
.Alilitary  Division. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Slieridan  is  assigned  by  the  President  to  the 
temporary  command  of  the  Middle  ]\Iilitary  Division. 

*  #  *  *  ■  #  * 

By  order  of  the  Se(*retary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSExN^D, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C.,  August  7,  1864 — 13  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding ,  ike. : 

Do  not  hesitate  to  give  commands  to  officers  in  whom  you  repose  con¬ 
fidence,  without  regard  to  claims  of  others  on  account  of  rank.  If  you 
deem  Torbert  the  best  man  to  command  the  cavalry,  place  him  in  com¬ 
mand  and  give  Averell  some  other  command,  or  relieve  him  from  the 
expedition,  and  order  him  to  report  to  General  Hunter.  What  we  want 
is  prompt  and  active  movements  after  the  enemy  in  accordance  with 
instructions  you  already  have.  I  feel  every  confidence  that  you  will  do 
the  very  best,  and  will  leave  you  as  far  as  possible  to  act  on  your  own 
judgment,  and  not  embarrass  you  with  orders  and  instructions. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  ('.,  August  7,  1864 — 13.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding,  <ke.,  Harpefs  Ferry,  Va.: 

The  Departments  of  Washington,  the  Middle,  the  Susquehanna,  and 
of  Western  Virginia,  have  been  formed  into  a  military  division  called 
the  Middle  Division,  and  you  have  been  assigned  to  the  te]n])orary 
command.  Orders  will  be  sent  to  you  by  mail  at  once.  You  can  assume 
(Pinmand  without  further  authority. 

IT,  S.  GEANT, 

Ifieutenant-General, 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Y August  7,  1864 — 2  p,  m. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Geii.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington,  IK  C.  : 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  there  is  uo  large  force  of  the  enemy  north  of 
the  Potomac.  Early  crossed  the  river  and  took  dinner  at  Sharpsburg, 
but  returned  immediately  to  Winchester.  The  enemy  are  collecting 
wheat  about  Sharpsburg.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  let  them  go  on 
until  I  can  get  Torbert’s  division  here,  then  I  will  strike  for  Winchester, 
which  is  the  key,  and  pick  up  the  parties  on  the  nortli  side  of  the 
Potomac. 

P.  11.  SHERI D AX, 

Major- General, 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  7,  1861 — s.  p.  m. 

(Received  8.45  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  evidence  which  1  have  this  evening  is  conclusive  that  there  is  no 
rebel  force  north  of  the  Potomac.  A  small  force  crossed  and  300  cav¬ 
alry  made  their  way  to  Hagerstown ;  they  recrossed  yesterday  even¬ 
ing  at  Williamsport.  1  think  that  it  is  probable  that  two  or  three 
regiments  of  infantry  crossed  to  the  north  side  on  the  5th  instant  to 
make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  force  that  Averell  fell  in  with  yester¬ 
day  and  this  morning.  The  whole  of  Early’s  army  was  rei)orted  on 
the  north  side,  but  the  report  Avas  untrue.  A  detachment  of  our  cav¬ 
alry  has  been  in  Hagerstown  since  10  o’clock  to-day.  I  shall  move 
from  here  as  soon  as  1  can  get  another  brigade  of  cavalry  up  here. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  1.  {  HarpeSs  Ferrv^  IF.  Va.,,  August  7,1861. 

The  following-named  officers  are  announced,  until  fiirther  orders,  on 
the  staff  of  the  major-general  (‘ommanding:  they  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly :  Inspector-general’s  department — Lieut.  Ool. 
James  W.  Forsyth,  assistant  inspecdoi'-general  and  cliief  of  staff;  Maj. 
F.  0.  Xewhall,  aide  de  camp  and  mding  assistant  inspector- general ; 
adjutant-general’s  department — Capt.  E.  B.  Parsons,  assistant  adju¬ 
tant-general;  quaTtermaster’s  department — Gapt.  A.  J.  McGonnigle, 
acting  chief  quartermaster;  subsistence  department — Capt.  William  11. 
Hosack,  acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  aides  de  camp — Capt. 
M.  V.  Sheridan,  aide-de  cauip;  Capt.  T.  W.  C.  Moore,  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  Joseph  O’Keeffe,  aide-de-camp;  Maj.  G.  A.  Forsyth,  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp;  Captain  Crowninshield,  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp. 

By  couiinaiid  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  AV.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  IT.  S.  Forces, 

No.  2.  (  Harper^s  Ferry^  W.  F«.,  August  7,  1864. 

The  following  will  be  tbe  amount  of  transportation  allowed  for  the 
movement  of  trooi)S  of  this  command:  Headquarters  major-general 
commanding,  two  wagons  and  one  spring  wagon;  head  quarters  of  army 
corps,  two  wagons  and  one  spring  wagon;  headquarters  of  division, 
twT)  wagons  and  one  spring  wagon;  headquarters  of  brigade,  one 
wagon  and  one  spring  wagon;  for  infantry  regiments,  one  wagon  to 
each  regiment;  for  batteries,  two  Avagons  for  forage  to  a  battery. 

No  other  vehicles,  excepting  the  ammunition  Avagonsof  the  artillery, 
infantry,  and  those  canying  the  necessary  intrenching  tools,  and  ambu¬ 
lances  and  medical  Avagons  will  be  allowed  to  accompany  the  troops. 
The  foregoing  transportation,  AAddch  is  to  moA^e  with  the  troops,  Avill  be 
gOA^erned  by  the  corps  commanders. 

The  supply  trains  will  move  under  special  instructions  from  these 
headquarters. 

All  Avagons  Avill  be  so  loaded  that  in  case  of  a  move  they  will  carry 
ten  days’  short  forage  for  the  teams. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FOKSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Stajf, 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  1.  \  iiarper\s  Ferry,  W.  Fn.,  August  7,  1864, 

I.  In  compliance  Avith  General  Orders,  No.  240,  dated  VYar  Depart¬ 
ment,  Washington,  August  7,  1864,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  Middle  Military  Ilivision,  comprising  the  following 
military  departments :  Middle  Department,  Department  of  Washington, 
Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Department  of  West  Virginia. 

II.  Until  further  orders  the  head(piarters  of  the  Middle  Military 
Division  Avill  be  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

r.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Col.  M.  N.  Wise  well, 

Military  Governor : 


Bloody  Run,  A^igust  7,  1864. 

(ReceiA^ed  5  p.  m.) 


Scouts  at  Hancock  ie])ort  rebels  crossed  river  at  Williamsport.  Force 
not  yet  known.  General  Duffie,  at  Hancock,  about  to  go  to  McConnells- 
burg. 

J.  R.  O’BEIRNE. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Fear  Fort  Buffalo,  Va.,  August  7,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  iStaff  ((nd  Assistant  A djut ant- General: 

CU)L0NEL:  I  have  the  honoi'  to  report  that  a  jiarty  of  obscu  vntion 
sent  out  trom  here,  consisting  of  tAventy  men,  Avas  attacked  by  the 
enemy  betAveen  (S  and  9  o’clock  Friday  evenjng  in  the  vicinity  of  Frank- 
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ville.  It  is  thought  by  the  officer  in  couiniaiid  that  the  attacking  force 
was  large.  It  was  at  first  su])posed  that  most  of  them  were  lost,  but  it 
has  since  proved  that  the  officer  in  command  gave  the  order  for  his 
men  to  disperse  into  the  woods,  and  the  night  being  dark  they  all 
escaped  and  have  found  their  way  safely  into  camp.  Our  loss  amounts 
to  but  three  horses,  two  of  which  are  known  to  be  disabled.  The  party 
reports  a  force  of  from  500  to  600  men,  consisting  of  Mosby’s  and 
White’s  battalions,  Mosby  in  command,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Leesburg, 
and  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  plunder  at  that  place.  Parties 
of  observation  are  still  out,  having  been  sent  toward  Leesburg,  toward 
Thoroughfare,  and  the  gaps  beyond.  1  have  nothing  to  report  from 
them  j  they  have  not  been  heard  from. 

Very  respectfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixtee7ith  Neic  York  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  ^ixth  Corps, 

Augunt  7,  1864. 

Captain  Leiper, 

Coynmanding  Detachment : 

You  will  at  once  reiiort,  with  your  detachment,  to  Brigadier-General 
Merritt,  commanding  brigade  near  Sandy  Hook. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEB, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Harper'’ s  Ferry August  7,  1864. 

Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteeyith  Corps : 

General  :  1  am  in  receipt  of  your  note.  I  will  send  some  cavalry 
to  your  front  in  the  morning;  meantime  look  out.  The  rebels  have 
had  no  force  of  any  moment  on  north  side  of  Potomac,  and  what  they 
had  crossed  at  Wiiliamsport  yesterday.  I  have  cavalry  at  Shepherds- 
town  and  scouts  at  Hagerstown.  They  all  report  the  recrossing  of 
the  Potomac  yesterday,  and  the  force  not  large.  Please  send  me  all 
information  you  may  be  able  to  obtain,  and  oblige. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHEIHDAN, 

Major- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  7,  1864 — lo  p.  m. 
General  Custer, 

Comdg.  Brigade  Cavalry ^  Aletropolitan  Uotel^  Washington^  D.  C.i 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  join  him  at  this  place  or 
wlierever  he  may  be  with  your  command.  Y^ou  will  move  as  soon  and 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  General  Howe,  (*ommanding  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
will  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  whereabouts  of  General  Sheridan. 
Answer. 

JAS.  W.  FOiiSYTH, 

"  LieuU  nant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  AiKjuHt  7,  ib64 — 5A5 1).  m. 

His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

III  sending  tlie  rebel  citizens  and  tlieir  tainilies  beyond  our  lines  I 
was  obeying  the  order*  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  coininUnicated 
tlirougli  General  Hallack,  your  Chief  of  Staff.  With  several  thousand 
wealthy  rebel  spies  in  our  midst,  constantly  sending  information  and 
supplies  to  the  enemy,  and  pointing  out  Union  men  to  their  vengeance, 
it  is  impossible  to  conduct  the  affhirs  of  any  department  successfully. 
1  most  humbly  beg  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  command  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  West  Yirginia. 

I).  HUNTEK, 

Major -Genercf  Commanding. 


Headc^uarters  oe  the  Army, 
Washington^  1).  C.,  August  7,  1864. 

Major-General  Hunter, 

HarpeSs  Ferry : 

General  Grant  directs  that  Brigadier-General  Howe  and  staff' return 
to  Washington  and  report  to  General  Augur.  Please  order  accord- 
ingly. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  August  7,  1864. 

Capt.  Thayer  Melvin  : 

I  have  reported  for  duty  by  letter  to-day. 

J.  C.  SULLIVAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  \  '  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Viroinia, 

No.  03.  S  HarpeUs  Ferry ^  W.  Va.^  August  7,  1864.  ' 

Col.  William  B.  Tibbits,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division,  liaving  been  highly  complimented 
by  his  division  commander  for  gallantry  in  action  and  efficiency  under 
all  circumstances  in  the  field,”  and  having  been  recommended  as  a  com¬ 
petent,  faithful,  and  galla  nt  officer,  worthy  of  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general  of  U.  S.  Volunteers,  the  major-general  commanding 
takes  jileasure  in  commending  to  the  cominand  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Tibbits  and  in  approving  the  recommendation  for  his  xiromotion. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter: 

P.  G.  BIEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  Halleck  to  Hunter,  July  17,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  .366. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  AuguHt  7,  1864. 

(Keceived  0  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Ool.  K.  E.  Cook, 

Point  of  Rocks : 

Captain  McAteer’s  command  lias  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Berlin, 
Md.,  immediately,  100  strong. 

CHAS.  HAMLIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Point 

Cajit.  11.  M.  Burleigh, 


OE  lloCKSj  Md.,  August  7,  1864. 

(Received  8  i>.  m.) 


Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  Hevvett,  provost-marshal,  Berlin,  re[)orts  Mosby,  from  100 
to  500  strong,  in  his  front.  Their  jiiekets  extend  down  to  near  this 
point.  They  are  pressing  teams  and  removing  forage,  probably  their 
only  object. 

R.  E.  COOK, 


Lieutenant-  Colonel ^  Commandin g. 


AViieeling,  August  7,  1864. 

(Received  Cumberland  9.10  j).  in.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

T  have  a  large  portion  of  two  brigades  of  militia  under  arms  for  active 
duty,  under  Brigadier-Generals  Bunker  and  Core.  It  is  damaging  to 
the  farming  interests  to  keep  so  many  of  the  militia  from  their  work  at 
this  time.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  disband  a 
l)art  of  each  regiment  and  retain  a  jiart  on  duty.  Can  you  give  me 
such  information  this  evening  as  will  enable  me  to  decide;  or  will  you 
write  me  by  to-morrow’s  mail*? 

A.  1.  BOREMAN, 

Governor. 


('UMBERLAND,  August  7,  1864 — lip.  m. 

Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling : 

I  think  you  may  with  safety  disband  one  lialf  of  each  regiment,  and 
1  hope  the  other  lialf  can  be  relieved  in  a  few  days.  1  trust  General 
Averell  will  overtake  the  enemy  at  or  near  Mooretield. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

'  Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  7,  1864. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutaiit- General,  Monoeacg  : 

Scouts  r(‘port  that  Mcthiusland  and  Johnson  are  retreating  toward 
Wardensville  IVom  Mooretield.  General  Averell  is  i)ursuing.  A  ]>or 
tion  of  his  force  was  sent  from  Romney,  via  the  Grassy  Lick  road,  to  get 
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ill  their  front  and  blockade  the  road.  The  people  in  the  southwest  ])art 
of  West  Virginia  are  becoming  alarmed,  fearing  a  raid.  I  most  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  you  order  a  competent  officer  to  the  Kanawha  region  to 
assume  command  if  you  have  one  to  spare. 

F>.  r.  KELLEY, 
Bngadier-  Genera  1. 


Head(^uarters  U.  8.  Forces, 
Harper's  Ferry ^  August  7,  1804—3.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division^  Cumberland.)  Md. : 

Concentrate  your  cavalry  command  at  Hancock,  and  join  me  without 
delay  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route.  You  can  ascertain 
where  I  am  by  telegraphing  to  (xeneral  Howe,  commanding  at  Harper’s 
Ferrv. 

F.  H.  8HEKIDAN, 

71/ ajor^  Geatera /,  (Jommanding. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Duffic.) 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Augu.st  7,  4804 — 9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Couch, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna.,  Chambersburg : 

The  enemy  have  all  recrossed  the  Iffitomac  back  to  Virginia. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  <9,  1804 — 12  m. 

(Keceived  8  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halle ck, 

MMGiington,  D.  C.  : 

To  supply  the  places  of  trooiis  going  out  of  service  in  the  Middle  Di¬ 
vision,  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  or  so  much  of  it  as  may  be  necessary, 
can  be  taken  after  Early’s  forces  are  expelled.  This  will  obviate  the 
necessity  of  sending  troops  from  City  Point,  unless  a  whole  corps  is 
required. 

LI.  S.  GRANT, 

//}  euten  ant-  Gen  eral. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harper's  Ferry.,  IF.  Fu.,  August  8,  1804 — 4.10  p.  m. 

(Received  4.50  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  reports  that  a  scout  has  just  arrived  at 
New  Creek  and  reports  that  General  Averell  overtook  the  enemy  near 
Mooreheld  yesterday  and  attacked  him,  capturing  all  of  his  artillery 
and  500  prisoners.  Nothing  official  has  been  received  from  General 
Averell,  however. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

M((jor- General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harper^s  Ferry^  August  (9,  1864 — 11.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  an  official  dispatch  just  received 
from  Brigadier-General  Averell,  dated  Moorefleld,  August  7,  1864: 

General  Averell  overtook  the  enemy  near  Moorefleld  yesterday. 
They  were  under  the  command  of  McCausland,  Johnson,  Gilmor,  and 
McNeill,  about  3,000  strong.  Attacked  him  at  daylight  on  the  7th 
instant;  number  of  enemy  killed  and  wounded  not  known,  but  large. 
General  Averell  captured  3  battle-flags  and  all  the  enemy’s  artillery  (4 
pieces),  420  prisoners,  including  6  fleld  and  staff*,  32  cavalry  officers, 
also  a  large  quantity  of  small-arms,  and  400  horses  and  equipments. 
Colonel  Peters,  Twenty-first  Virginia  (rebel)  Cavalry,  mortally  wounded. 
The  enemy  were  broken  and  pursued  for  ten  miles.  t)ur  loss  was  7 
killed  and  2 1  wounded.  Major  Conger  and  liieutenant  Clark,  Third 
Virginia  Cavalry,  were  killed  whilst  leading  a  charge.  Captain  Kerr 
was  severely  wounded  whilst  trying  to  penetrate  the  enemy’s  lines. 
McCausland  fled  to  the  mountains.  General  Averell  says  that  the 
enemy’s  command  is  greatly  scattered. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Genera /,  Com  m a  luling. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  2.  )  HarpeCs  Ferry,  IV.  Ya.,  August  8,  1864. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 
serving  in  this  army,  will  be  designated  and  known  as  the  Army  of 
Western  Virginia. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

J.  W.  FORSYTH, 

lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  2).  )  HatpeCs  Ferry,  TV.  Ya.,  August  8,  1864. 

The  head(iuarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  D. 
Hunter  commanding,  will  be  established  without  delay  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  Md. 

By  command  of  Major-G(meral  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[August  8,  1864.— For  General  Orders,  No.  4,  Middle  Military 
Division,  announcing  Brig.  Gen.  A.  T.  A.  Torbert  as  chief  of  cavalry, 
see  p.  501.  J 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  2.  )  Harper’’ s  Ferry,  TV.  Ya.,  August  8,  1864. 

Leave  of  absence  for  the  period  of  twenty  days  is  hereby  granted  to 
the  following-named  officer:  Maj.  Gen.  David  Hunter,  CJ.  S.  Volun¬ 
teers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Assistant-  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

AiifUist  8,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Pomt,  Va.: 

General  Halleck  informs  me  that  you  may  send  some  of  the  lieavy 
artillery  regiments  for  duty  in  the  forts  here.  As  Colonel  Whistler  is 
now  commanding  a  brigade  in  these  works,  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
his  regiment  sent,  if  it  can  be  spared. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- General,  Coni mandin g. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  August  8,  1864. 


Major-General  Augur: 

General:  Major-General  Halleck  directs  that  the  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  General  Grover  commanding,  report  to  you 
for  temporary  duty.  The  division  is  composed  of  the  following  regi¬ 
ments:  Ninth  Connecticut,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire,  Third*  and 
Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Maine,  Seventy- 
fifth,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first.  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-ninth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-third  New 
York. 


J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  8, 1864 — noo7i. 

(Received  12.40  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur  : 

As  soon  as  General  Wilson  is  ready  to  move  his  division,  order  him 
to  join  me  via  Leesburg  and  Snicker’s  Gap.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
to  have  him  join  me  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General^  Comma^iding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
HarpePs  Ferry,  August  <S,  1864.  (Received  4  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 

What  force  have  you  at  Edwards’  and  Noland’s  Ferries?  Where  is 
Colonel  Lazelle  posted?  Mosby  has  about  200  cavalry  at  or  near  Point 
of  Rocks. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General.)  Co^mnanding. 


Cavalry  (disnioiinted). 
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TIdqrs.  Department'  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  I),  0.,  August  8,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division : 

Colonel  Lazelle  is  posted  at  Falls  Chiircli,  and  piekets  from  the 
Potomac  near  Difficult  Creek  to  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad. 
Major  Waite  lias  near  600  cavalry  along  the  Potomac  from  Great  Falls 
to  the  moutli  of  the  Monocacy,  watching  the  different  fords. 

C.  C.  AFGUE, 

Major- General. 

Wilson  has  just  arrived  with  a  portion  of  his  division.  I  showed 
him  your  telegram.  He  will  make  all  possible  haste. 

C.  C.  A. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harpers  Ferry,  August  8,  1864 — 4.10  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4.50  p.  nn) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 

Can  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  be  spared^  I  find  that  the  cavalry 
has  been  so  scattered  up  here  that  it  is  no  wonder  it  has  not  done  well. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  8,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division,  HarpeCs  Ferry  : 

The  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  is  scattered  worse  tlian  anything  you 
have — the  headquarters  of  six  companies  are  in  General  AV allace’s 
department;  Major  Waite,  with  four  companies,  is  guarding  the 
Potomac  between  Great  Falls  and  tlie  Monocacy;  another  company 
is  near  Port  Tobacco,  and  another  i)ortion  is  witli  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  I  do  not  see  how  Major  AVaite’s  command  can  be  spared,  as 
I  have  no  cavalry  to  replace  it.  I  do  not  know  about  that  part  of  the 
regiment  with  General  AAhillace.  Will  yon  be  at  Harper’s  Ferry  to¬ 
morrow?  If  so,  I  will  go,  or  send  to  meet  you,  with  a  roster  of  this 
command,  if  you  wish  it. 

C.  C.  AITGTIE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  8,  1864. 

(Eeceived  11.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington : 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  received. 
Colonel  Lowell  left  about  600  men  of  Gregg’s  cavalry  division  in  sup¬ 
port  of  Major  Waite.  They  moved  this  morning  toward  the  mouth  of 
the  Monocacy  and  will  remain  in  that  vicinity.  AAdll  yon  ])lease  order 
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them  where  you  may  think  they  can  be  of  the  most  service?  I  will  uot 
(Tiaiige  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  for  the  present.  1  will  be  here  to¬ 
morrow. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAi^, 

1/ ((jo r- G eneral^  Gommandincf. 


Hdqrs.  Department  ov  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington^  D.  6’.,  Angnsf  N,  1864. 

Major  Waite, 

Commanding  on  Upper  Potomac.,  Poolesville,  Md. : 

General  Sheridan  reports  that  Mosby,  with  about  300  men,  is  at  or 
near  the  Point  of  Rocks.  Look  out  well  for  him. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Ai;exandrta,  August  8,  1864. 

(Received  7.50  p.  m.) 


Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  o  f  Staff  : 

Colonel:  It  is  reported  tliat  three  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York 
Cavalry  stationed  at  Annandale  were  captured  to-day  near  Bnrke’s 
Station.  Patrols  report  all  quiet. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Pfor.  Mar.  Gen.,  Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac. 


TTeadquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant  -  General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  this  vicinity.  A 
picket-post,  supplied  from  the  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York 
Cavalry,  at  Annandale,  consisting  of  one  corporal  and  three  men,  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  old  Braddock  road  about  three  miles  southeast  of  Annan¬ 
dale  was  surrounded  and  captured  by  a  party  of  about  fifteen  rebels 
this  morning  between  5  and  fi  o’clock.  Four  horses  and  three  of  the 
men  were  taken  by  the  enemy.  The  corporal  alone  esca])ed  to  bring 
the  tidings  to  camx).  I  have  nothing  to  rexiort  from  advance  scouts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Neic  Yorh  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headqitarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  8, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Grover, 

Commanding  Division,  Ni/neteenth  Corps: 

General:  Major-General  Halleck  directs  the  assignment  of  your 
division  temporarily  to  the  command  of  Major-General  Augur,  to  whom 
you  will  report. 

Very  respectfullv,  vonr  obedient  sei*vant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 
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Harper’s  Ferra",  AV.  Va.,  Au()ust  8, 1864. 

(Received  11  p.  iii.) 

Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division: 

Do  not  lose  a  moment  in  getting  your  division  to  join  me.  If  it  will 
take  five  or  six  days  to  get  your  other  brigade  up,  get  McIntosh  ready 
at  once  and  order  him  to  join  me  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  at  this 
place,  and  by  the  shortest  road.  If  you  can  get  the  whole  of  your 
division  ready  within  three  days,  join  me,  via  Leesburg,  Snicker’s  Gap, 
and  Berryville. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

M((jor-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Angust  8,  1864. 

B ri ga dier-General  W IL son. 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  The  maior-general  commanding directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding  Middle  Military  Division, 
desires  you  to  join  him  with  your  division  with  as  little  delay  as  prac 
ticable,  via  Leesburg  and  Snicker’s  Gap. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  8daff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  O.,  August  8,  1864 — 3  a.  m. 

Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  General  Sheridan: 

Your  dispatch  of  10  p.  m.  [7 th]  received.  My  brigade  leaves  Tennally- 
town  earlv  in  the  morning  for  Harper’s  Ferry. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

HarpeSs  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Comdg.  Middle  Military  Division,  HarpeVs  Ferry,  W.  Va. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  at  present 
within  this  department  eleven  regiments  of  Ohio  National  Guard  (100- 
days’  men)  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  in  six  or  eight  days. 
Sending  these  troops  home  to  be  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service  will  leave  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  and  the  Kanawha  Valley  in  an  almost  defenseless  condition. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  HUNTER, 

Alajor- General,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Virginia,  . 

No.  64.  ]  Harper\^  Ferry,  W.  Vq.,  August  8,  1864. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  Middle 
Military  Division,  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia 
will  hereafter,  until  further  orders,  be  at  Cumberland,  Md. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter: 

T.  MELVIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  I  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  147.  )  Harper's  Ferry ^  TV.  Va.^  August  8,  1864. 

***#*#  *■ 

4.  Battery  D,  First  West  V^iiginia  Artillery,  now  at  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va.,  awaiting  guns,  will  proceed  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  to  enable  it 
more  readily  to  reht,  as  well  as  to  recruit  its  nnmliers. 

##****# 


10.  During  the  anticipated  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Stahel,  U.  S.  Volnnteers,  the  next  senior  oflicer,  will  exer¬ 
cise  command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia. 

11.  The  headquarters  of  this  department  having  been  removed  to 
Cumberland,  Md.,  the  members  of  the  staff  now  on  duty  here  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  that  place,  via  Baltimore,  Harrisburg,  and  Bedford,  that  being 
at  present  the  most  available  route. 

***#*# 


By  order  of  Major-General  Hunter: 


T.  MELVIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Dist.  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

No.  50.  )  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  146,  dated  August  7,  1864, 
from  headciuarters  Dei)artinent  of  West  Virginia,  Brigadier-General 
Howe  having  been  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department  and  ordered 
to  Washington,  D.  0.,  I  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Military  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Harper’s  Ferry.  All  existing  orders  will  remain  in  force  until 
countermanded. 

MAX  WEBEB, 
Brigadl er-  General,  Comm  andlng. 


(Cumberland,  August  8,  1864 — 10  a.  rn. 

Major-Genernl  Hunter,  . 

Monocaey : 

A  scout  has  just  arrived  at  New  Creek.  Reports  that  General 
Averell  overtook  the  enemy  near  Moorefield  yesterday  morning; 
attacked  him;  took  all  of  his  artillerv  and  50‘J  prisoners. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Cumberland,  August  rs,  iS64^]l  a.  vi. 
Major- General  Hunter,  Mo^iocacy: 

1  have  stopped  at  different  points  on  my  line,  and  have  now  here  in 
camp  over  900  stragglers  from  General  Crook’s  command.  Shall  I  hold 
them  here  till  I  can  send  them  back  bv  rail"? 

B.  F.  kp:lley. 

Brigadier- General 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Sheridan.) 


Headquarters, 

Harper^s  Ferry^  August  8,  1864. 

(Received  Cumberland  10  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

Hold  the  stragglers  of  General  Crook’s  command  at  Cumlmrland 
until  further  orders. 

P.  H.  SHERIHAK, 

Ma jor-  Genera /,  Com mandi ng. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  G  umber  la  nd : 

Retain  stragglers  from  General  (h'ook’s  command  until  they  can  be 
sent  by  rail. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hunter:' 

T.  MELYIK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cumberland,  August  8,  1864. 
Major-General  Hunter,  HarpeGs  Ferry : 

Captains  Duncan  and  Kelly,  of  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
captured  near  Martinsburg  two  weeks  since,  made  their  escape  from 
the  i)risoners’  camp  near  Winchester  and  came  into  my  lines  at  Paw 
Paw  to-day.  They  report  that  Early  broke  camp  at  IRinker  Hill  on 
Friday  last  and  moved  to  Doctor  Hammond’s  farm  near  North  Mountain 
Station;  that  Union  citizens  reported  to  them  that  the  rebels  were 
sending  their  stock  up  the  Back  Creek  Valley,  having  heard  that 
Sheridan  was  moving  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with  a  large  force. 
The  ])risoners’  camp  near  Winchester,  on  the  Front  Royal  road,  was 
guarded  by  only  sixty  men;  there  were  over  (KH)  ])risoners.  No  re¬ 
enforcements  had  been  sent  to  Earlv. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  21.  )  Cumberland^  Jfd.,  August  8^  1864. 

*  ****** 

III.  The  detachment  of  Battery  H,  First  VA’est  Virginia  Light  Artil¬ 
lery,  on  duty  in  the  fort  at  this  place,  will  be  placed  en  route,  without 
delay,  to  rejoin  their  company  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va.  The  quarter¬ 
master’s  department  will  furnish  necessary  transportation. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley : 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Rancoch,  August  8,  1864. 

Major-General,  Hunter  : 

General  Sheridan  has  telegraphed  me  to  join  him.  He  telegraphs 
via  Harper’s  Ferry.  Is  it  by  your  order? 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Hancocli'j  3Id.j  August  5,  1864. 

MaJ.  Gen.  Philip  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

(Via  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  care  General  Howe.) 

Sir:  General  Averell  has  500  of  my  best  cavalry  on  expedition.  1 
expect  him  back  in  twenty-four  hours  or  less.  So  soon  as  he  returns  1 
will  move  to  join  you.  I  have  telegraphed  General  Howe  to  know  where 
you  are. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  N.  DUFFIlS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumberland : 


Headquarters, 
Rancocl^,  August  8,  1864. 


If  you  know  where  Brigadier-General  Averell  is  you  would  oblige  me 
by  directing  him  to  order  the  detacliment  of  the  Twenty-second  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cavalry  and  First  Kew  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  now  with  him, 
but  belonging  to  my  command,  to  report  to  me  at  once  at  this  iilace. 
1  am  ordered  by  Major  General  Slieridan  to  immediately  concentrate 
my  command  at  this  place  and  join  him. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

A.  K.  DHFFIL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  First  (  Avalry  Division, 

[  Dept,  of  West  Virginia, 

Ko.  20.  )  Hancock,  Md.,  August  8,  1864. 

Col.  L.  B.  Pierce,  Twelftli  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  will  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  and  will  collect  together  in  camp  all 
men  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division  now  at  or  near  that  point. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  K.  Dnffic : 

E.  W.  CLARK,  Jr., 
Assistant  A  dju  taut-  Genera  I 


[August  8,  1804.| 

IMajoi-General  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  West  Virginia: 

Major  Green,  chief  engineer  on  the  stafl'  of  General  lAvell,  ser\  ing 
with  Early,  was  captured  at  Moorelield.  McCausland  had  received. 
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orders  to  marcli  to  Wiucliester  at  2  a.  m.  7tb.  No  information  of  re-en¬ 
forcements  to  Early  has  been  gained.  The  order  for  the  burning  of 
Chambersbnrg  was  given  by  Early.  McCausland’s  expedition  was 
considered  of  great  importance;  parts  of  other  cavalry  divisions  were 
dismounted  to  lit  him  out. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Br  igadier-  Gen  era  1. 


New  Creek,  \N'.  Va.,  Aagust  8,  18()4. 

(Received  1.50  a.  m.  9th.) 


Major-General  Hunter, 

HarpeBs  Ferry  : 

1  have  brought  prisoners,  guns,  and  property  to  this  place.  1  re¬ 
quest  that  my  (livision  be  ordered  to  assemble  at  Hagerstown,  or  some 
other  point,  for  a  few  days  to  reorganize,  remount,  and  equip.  I  can 
double  the  strength  of  my  command  by  it. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


New  Creek,  August  8,  1864^ 
(Received  Cumberland  8  p.  m.) 

General  ElELLEY, 

Commanding : 

McCausland  waited  at  Moorelield,  and  1  attacked  him  tliere  at  day¬ 
light  yesterday  morning,  completely  routing  his  command,  capturing 
his  artillery,  420  prisoners,  over  400  horses  and  equipments,  3  battle- 
flags,  and  a  quantity  of  small-anns.  The  number  of  the  enemy  killed 
is  unknown,  but  large.  General  eJohnson  was  caiitured,  with  his  colors 
and  three  of  his  staff,  but  subsequently  escaped.  Colonel  Peters, 
Twenty-first  Virginia  (rebel)  [Cavalry],  was  mortally  wounded.  Mc¬ 
Causland  escaped  to  the  mountains.  The  enemy  was  pursued  toward 
Wardens ville,  Howard’s  Lick,  and  up  the  South  Branch  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  miles.  My  command  Avas  so  wearied  with  the  chase  and  so 
encumbered  Avith  prisoners  and  captured  property  that  I  thought  it  best 
to  bring  it  here.  My  loss  aa  as  7  killed  and  21  wounded. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

(Copy  forwarded  to  Major-General  Hunter.) 


Cumberland,  Aiigust  8,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

New  Creek : 

1  most  heartily  congratulate  you  and  your  gallant  command. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Neav  Creek,  A  ugust  8,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley  :  > 

According  to  the  order  of  General  Sheridan,  it  will  be  necesssary 
that  I  take  that  portion  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  now  at  Beverly  to  Hancock. 
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Will  you  please  issue  tlie  necessary  orders  at  once.  Will  you  also 
direct  that  cars  for  the  transportation  of  my  command  to  Hancock  be 
furnished  at  once.  I  thank  you  for  vour  congratulation. 

•  '  WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- Genera  (. 

( bJMnEKLANi),  Aagiist  (S', 
i>ri!L;adier-General  Averell,  . 

Xetv  Creel' : 

1  will  have  cars  sent  you  as  soon  as  ])ossible.  It  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  relieve  the  Eighth  Ohio  until  General  Hunter  can  give  me 
some  troops  to  take  their  place. 

n.  E.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


New  Greek^  August  <S,  l^Gd. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Please  order  cars  for  the  i^risoners.  Tliere  are  thirty-eight  officers 
among  them.  What  shall  be  done  Avith  the  guns'?  McCausland 
received  orders  at  2  o’clock  yesterday  morning  to  march  to  Winchester. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


OUMRERLANU,  August  8,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Xew  Creek : 

Gars  will  be  at  New  Greek  to-morrojv  morning  at  8  o’clock  for  your 
prisoners.  Colonel  Stevenson  Avill  furnish  a  guard  to  take  them  to 
Wheeling  if  you  Avish  it.  You  will  receiA^e  an  order  this  CA^ening  from 
General  Sheridan  Avhich  I  very  much  regret  I  do  not  understand. 
General  Hunter  has  not  advised  me  in  regard  to  it.  The  guns  you 
may  send  here.  I  will  send  Captain  Harrison,  assistant  quarter¬ 
master,  to  Kew  Creek  to-morrow  to  provide  for  your  wants. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Gaa^  Hiv., 

No.  — .  ]  Xeiv  Creel‘d  IE.  Eu.,  A  ugust  8,  1864. 

The  colonel  commanding  congratulates  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
brigade  upon  the  part  borne  by  them  in  the  brilliant  success  achieved 
by  them  through  the  united  efforts  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  divis¬ 
ion  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  at  Mooretield,  W.  Va.,  over  an 
enemy  tAvice  our  number,  and  with  every  advantage  in  his  favor.  The 
conduct  of  the  command  Avas  all  that  could  have  been  desired.  You 
did  your  duty  as  good  and  faithful  soldiers,  and  your  efforts  Avere  not 
in  vain.  The  result  aauis  glorious — the  honor  of  "which. is,  as  the  labor 
Avas,  equally  shared  betAveen  you  and  your  sister  brigade  and  division 
(  ommander.  But  in  the  midst  of  our  exultations  over  our  Auctory  we 
were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  brave  and  gallant  comrade 
in  arms,  Maj.  S.  B.  Conger,  Third  West  Virginia- Cavalry,  Avho  fell  Avhile 
leading  his  regiment  against  the  enemy.  In  his  death  the  regiment 
lost  an  able,  brave,  intelligent^,  and  energetic  officer,  and  one  who  ever 
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watched  over  its  interests  with  jealous  care.  May  he  who  succeeds  him, 
and  the  officers  of  this  command,  emulate  his  example  and  that  of  the 
gallant  Lieut.  L.  Clark,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company  at  the  same 
time. 

The  thanks  of  this  brigade  are  es])ecially  due  to  the  Third  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry  ttegiment  for  their  gallantry  and  bravery  displayed  in  the 
charge  across  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac  River,  near  Moorelield, 
under  a  very  heavy  tire  from  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  in  their  front,  and  for  the  three  successive  charges  made  by 
them  (in  the  second  of  which  they  lost  their  gallant  commander),  putting 
the  enemy  to  flight  in  confusion  to  the  mountains.  May  their  efforts 
and  success  on  that  occasion  stimulate  them  to  more  daring  and  nobler 
deeds  in  the  future. 

Tlie  thanks  of  the  brigade  are  also  due  to  the  First  West  Virginia 
Cavalry  for  the  timely  support  given  to  the  Third  West  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  seemed  conscious  of  our  weakness,  and 
attemx)ted  to  rally  their  forces  and  to  repel  the  advance  of  our  lines, 
and  for  its  joint  operation  with  the  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  driving  the 
enemy  into  the  mountains  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  killing, 
wounding,  and  capturing  many,  also  capturing  one  battle -flag  and  two 
l)ieces  of  artillery.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  First  New  York  (Lin¬ 
coln)  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Jones,  for  the  support  rendered 
in  operating  on  our  right,  driving  three  times  its  number  before  it  in 
utter  rout,  while  the  First  A^irginia  Cavalry  and  the  Third  Virginia 
Cavah  y  were  driving  the  enemy  on  our  left.  The  Second  Regiment 
^Trginia  Volunteer  Cavalry,  having  been  held  back  by  the  general 
commanding  as  a  su])port  for  the  battery,  was  not  engaged.  The  colonel 
commanding  desires  to  compliment  in  the  highest  terms  the  conduct 
of  the  entire  brigade  in  saying :  that  you  were  called  upon  to  flght  twice 
your  number  j  you  fought  well,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  severe  whipping, 
driving  him  from  his  position,  his  guns,  and  from  his  battle-flag, 
because  we  were  united  and  made  the  attack  fully  determined  to 
‘‘conquer  or  die.” 

W.  H.  POWELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Cumberland,  Aiujust  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 

Oakland,  : 

The  following  just  received.^^  1  am  very  much  gratifled.  I  wish  to 
see  you  before  you  go.  Will  try  to  go  up  to-morrow  or  next  day. 
Scouts  report  that  Averell  overtook  the  enemy  and  captured  all  his 
artillery  and  500  prisoners. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  197.  )  Baltimore,  August  8,  1864. 

*  #  *  *  *  *  * 

5.  Capt.  T.  M.  Bartholomce,  commanding  detacliment  Twelfth  ]\Iary- 
land  Infantry  (100  days’  Service),  having  reimrted  to  these  head(iuaiiej  s, 

Sec  paiJignipli  5,  Special  Oideis,  No.  IIG;  Departmeut  of  West  Virginia,  Augnsl  a, 

xm,  p.  7oy, 
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in  obedience  to  orders  of  Maj.  W.  S.  Harlan,  One  linndred  and  fifty- 
ninth  Ohio  National  Guard,  commanding  Camp  Bradford,  is  hereby 
ordered  to  return  to  Camp  Bradford  and  await  further  orders. 

Captain  Bartholomee  will  make  requisition  at  once  for  arms  and  accou¬ 
terments,  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  and  all  authorized  arti¬ 
cles  needed  for  field  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harrisburg,  August  8,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  1.30  a.  m.  9th.) 

Maj.  T.  M.  Vincent: 

I  don’t  think  that  500  men  have  responded  to  the  Governor’s  call,  and 
doubt  if  3,000  will.  Men  have  organized  for  home  defense  at  York. 
Carlisle,  Altoona,  Johnstown,  Harrisburg,  &c.  I  ordered  all  able- 
bodied  citizens  of  Alleghany  County  to  be  enrolled.  Don’t  believe 
they  would  come  into  this  valley  in  any  ordinary  emergency.  Have 
made  no  call  under  this  proclamation  of  the  Governor.  Am  not  raising 
men  for  Federal  or  State  service,  unless  my  appeal  to  border  counties 
is  so  construed.  It  is  understood  that  Colonel  Crosman  was  only 
notified  to  have  clothing  for  15,000  ready,  when  Breckinridge  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  moving  west.  My  calls,  &c.,  will  be  sent  by  mail.  I  think 
the  people  are  waiting  to  see  what  the  Legislature  will  do. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  August  9,  1864 — 12  m. 

(Received  10  xi.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Harperls  Ferry : 

Information  derived  from  deserters,  refugees,  and  a  man  sent  from 
here  to  Richmond,  all  corroborating,  locate  every  division  and  brigade 
of  Hill,  Longstreet,  and  Beauregard’s  forces.  Not  one  brigade  has 
been  sent  from  here.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  them,  and  rather  create 
a  tendency  to  draw  from  your  front  than  allow  them  to  re-enforce. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

.  Lieutenant-General. 


Harper’s  Perry,  W,  Va.,  August  9,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  8taf: 

-  I  will  move  from  Halltown  ui)  the  V alley.  Early  broke  up  his  camp  at 
Bunker  Hill  on  last  Friday  and  drew  in  the  small  detachments  he  had 
at  Williamsiioi  t  and  the  300  cavalry  which  went  as  far  as  Hagerstown. 
He  learned  that  General  Grant  was  at  Monocacy  and  that  I  was  in 
command  of  a  large  force.  He  moved  from  Bunker  Hill  to  North 
Mountain  Shition  and  was  sending  stock  ui)  Back  Creek  Valley.  I 
47  R  R — VOL  XLIII,  PT  I 


738  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

have  found  things  here  in  confusion.  The  cavalry  were  all  scattered, 
hut  I  have  collected  a  large  number.  Duffie’s  command  has  been  doing 
nothing  up  about  Hancock.  It  has  been  ordered  to  join  me;  Averell 
also.  Torbert’s  two  brigades  came  in  this  morning  and  his  last  brigade 
this  evening. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAK, 

Major- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  9,-1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Keceived  9  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Hardie, 

Inspector-  General : 

I  have  most  urgently  to  request  that  Gapt.  John  Kellogg,  commissary 
of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  be  ordered  here  as  chief  commissary  of  sub¬ 
sistence.  If  he  can  be  sent  I  should  like  to  have  him  come  at  once. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  G.  j  Harper'^s  Ferry,  IF.  Ya.,  August  9,  1864. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Weber,  commanding  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  will 
have  Colonel  Schoonmaker’s  command  of  dismounted  cavalry  moved  to 
Pleasant  y alley  and  camped  near  Major  Congdon’s  command.  Colonel 
Schooninaker  will  assume  command  of  all  of  the  dismounted  cavalry. 
Colonel  Maulsby,  commanding  Maryland  Heights,  will  at  once  order  all 
the  dismounted  cavalry  with  him  to  report  to  Major  Congdon. 

II.  The  dismounted  cavalry  will  be  armed,  and  kept  armed,  as  fast  as 
possible  with  carbines  and  pistols. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  7.  )  Harper^  Ferry,  IF.  Ya.,  August  9,  1864. 

In  addition  to  General  Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
August  7,  1864,  the  following  officers  are  announced  on  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding:  Asst.  Surg.  F.  H.  Patton,  Twelfth  Vir¬ 
ginia  Infantry,  as  acting  medical  purveyor;  Maj.  H.  W.  O  wings.  Second 
Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Volunteers,  as  acting  medical  director. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  8.  \  Harperh  Ferry,  IF.  Ya.,  August  9,  1864. 

Capt.  Thayer  Melvin,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  relieved  from 
duty  at  the  headquarters  of  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  and  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 
Assistant  AdjuUf)it- General. 


Chap.  LV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


739 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

1^0.9.  )  _  Harperh  Ferry ^  W.  Va.y  August  9^1864. 

During  the  temporary  absence  in  the  field  of  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding,  the  office  of  this  military  divisi  n  at  Harper’s  Ferry  will  be 
in  charge  of  Capt.  T.  Melvin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  all  com¬ 
munications  from  headquarters  not  moving  in  the  field  will  be  sent  to 
liiin  at  this  point  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

B.  B.  PAKSONS, 
Assistant  Adjuta7it-  General. 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  3.  j  Harper^s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  9, 1864. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  Julius  Stahel  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Western  Yirgir  'a,  and  will  report  in  person  for  orders  to  Maj. 
Gen.  L.  Wallace,  commanding  Middle  Department. 

*  *  *  #  *  * 

3.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  in  addition  to  his  present  command 
of  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia,  will,  during  the  temporary  absence  of 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter,  assume  command  of  the  Department  of  West 
Virginia. 

4.  First  Lieut.  John  K.  Meigs,  Engineer  Corps,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  for  orders,  will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George 
Crook,  commanding  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  for  assignment 
to  duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

8.  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber,  commanding  Military  District  of  Harper’s 
Ferry,  will  retain  of  the  artillery  now  at  this  place  six  complete  bat¬ 
teries  for  the  garrison  of  this  point.  All  surplus  artillery  will  be  at 
once  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  officers  commanding  the  batteries 
sent  to  Washington  will  on  the  arrival  at  that  iioint  reiiort  to  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Howe,  chief  of  artillery,  U.  S.  Army. 

9.  The  Third  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  now  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  will  be  dismounted,  under  the  supervision 
of  Capt.  E.  V.  Sumner,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  the  horses,  arms,  equip¬ 
ments  and  transportation  will  be  turned  over  to  the  dismounted  men 
belonging  to  this  military  division.  As  soon  as  the  regiment  is  dis¬ 
mounted  and  the  property  properly  disposed  of,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones  will  proceed  with  his  men  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  report  to 
Major-General  Augur  to  be  mustered  out.  The  quartermaster’s  depart¬ 
ment  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

##***#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

E.  B.  PARSONS, 

A ssistant  Adjii taut-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harperh  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 

I.  The  command,  now  at  or  near  Halltown,  will  move  to  morrow  morn¬ 
ing  in  the  following  order,  and  at  the  following  hours:  i 

II.  At  4  o’clock  General  Torbert  will  move  his  cavalry  command  fromi 
its  present  position  near  Charlestown,  via  Summit  Point,  and  along! 
the  western  base  of  Limestone  Ridge,  until  he  arrives  at  the  intersec- 
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tion  of  the  pike  from  Millwood  to  Winchester  with  the  pike  from  Mill- 
wood  to  White  Post.  In  this  movement  General  Torbert  will  send  out 
strong  x>arties  to  the  crossings  of  Opeqnon  Creek,  and  will  leave  Colonel 
LowelFs  command  at  Summit  Point  with  directions  to  report  to  the 
major-general  commanding  through  a  staff  officer.  After  arriving  at 
the  above-named  intersection,  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  will  be  in 
compliance  with  special  instructions  furnished  from  these  headquarters. 
General  Torbert  will  be  required  to  send  frequent  reports  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy,  and  information  obtained,  to  the  major-general 
commanding. 

III.  The  Sixth  Corps  will  move  at  5  o’clock  from  its  present  camp, 
via  a  dirt  road  on  the  north  side  of  the  Berry ville  joike,  until  it  reaches 
Clifton,  where  it  will  take  position  unless  otherwise  ordered.  General 
Wright  will  communicate  all  information  obtained  of  the  enemy’s  move¬ 
ments  to  the  major-general  commanding. 

IV.  The  Mneteenth  Corps  will  move  at  5  o’clock  by  the  Berryville 
pike,  until  it  arrives  at  the  intersection  of  the  pike  or  road  from  Clifton 
with  the  Berryville  pike,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  from 
Berryville,  where  it  will  take  position,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  and 
open  communication  with  General  Wright  at  Clifton.  General  Emory 
will  communicate  all  information  obtained  of  the  enemy’s  movements  to 
the  major-general  commanding. 

V.  The  Army  of  Western  Virginia,  Brevet  Major-General  Crook  com¬ 
manding,  will  move  at  5  o’clock  on  a  dirt  road  on  the  left  of  the  Berry¬ 
ville  pike,  via  Kabletown,  until  it  arrives  at  Berryville,  where  it  will 
take  position,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  and  open  communication  with 
General  Emory  at  a  point  near  Berryville.  General  Crook  will  com¬ 
municate  all  information  obtained  of  the  enemy’s  movements  to  the 
major-general  commanding. 

VI.  The  transportation  permitted  by  General  Orders,  No.  2,  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  troops;  Avill  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  corps  commanders. 

VII.  The  subsistence  trains  which  have  been  parked  near  Bolivar 
Heights  will  remain  there  until  otherwise  ordered  from  these  head¬ 
quarters. 

VIII.  The  brigade  of  General  Kenly,  now  attached  to  the  Mneteenth 
Corps,  is  hereby  detached  from  that  corps  and  will  remain  in  camp  at 
Halltown,  but  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  on  orders  from  these 
headquarters. 

IX.  The  headquarters  of  the  major-general  commanding  will  be  with 
the  Mneteenth  Cori)s,  on  the  Berryville  pike. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  II.  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  .9,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8.40  ]).  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  AuauR, 

W ashington  : 

Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  hurry  General  Wilson  up  and  get  him 
started  out  as  soon  as  possible*?  I  have  no  important  news  to  commu¬ 
nicate.  Have  heard  nothing  from  Mosby  to-day.  The  small  detach¬ 
ments  that  Early  had  about  Williamsport  and  Shepherdstown  were 
drawn  in,  and  from  the  best  information  that  I  have,  he  broke  up  his  camp 
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near  Hunker  Hill  last  Friday  and  moved  to  Doctor  Hammoud^s  house, 
near  North  Mouutaiu  Station,  and  Avas  sending  stock  up  Back  Creek 
Valley.  He  had  learned  that  General  Grant  was  at  Monocacy  on  Fri¬ 
day,  and  that  I  was  advancing  with  a  large  force.  I  will  leave  here 
to-morrow.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  there  were  more  than 
300  cavalry  on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  Avith  a  few  Avagons. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  9^  1864o 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division.,  Harper’’ s  Ferry : 

General  Wilson  informs  me  that  his  division  will  not  be  here  ready 
to  move  before  Thursday  afternoon.  He  is  all  ready  to  moye  as  soon  as 
his  men  arrive. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

M ajor- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

t  Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

No.  105.  )  August  .9,  1864. 

*  #  #  *  #  * 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  for  duty 
in  this  department,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  specified  in  para¬ 
graph  47,  Special  Orders,  No.  96,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Generars 
Office,  February  29,  1864.* 

******* 

By  (‘Dinmand  of  Major-General  Augur: 

C.  H.  EAYMOND, 
Assistant  A dj utant-  General. 


Hagerstown,  August  .9,  1864. 

(Eeceived  11  p.  m.) 

Military  Governor  Wise  well: 

Left  Cumberland  7th.  Johnson  and  Kelley  engaged  5th  at  New 
Creek.  Johnson  defeated  and  retreating  westward.  Arrived  Frank¬ 
fort  7th.  Captain  McNeill  passed  through  on  4th  Avith  forty  men,  on 
his  Avay  to  join  Johnson.  I  arrived  Springfield  same  date.  AA^erell 
passed  through  Springfield  6th,  in  close  pursuit.  Arrived  Green  Spring 
same  date.  Johnson’s  force  3,500  strong.  From  Green  Spring  to 
GilpintoAvn.  No  signs  of  enemy  from  Springfield  to  Hagerstown. 
What  course  shall  1  take  next?  Eequest  major  to  bring  War  De¬ 
partment  headings  for  authority.  Answer. 

C.  BOSTICK. 


I 
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Muddy  Branch,  August  .9, 1864. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Kaymond: 

All  quiet  on  iny  line  up  to  tliis  time.  Considerable  cavalry  seen  over 
the  river  opposite  right  of  luy  line  yesterday.  Contents  of  the  gen- 
eraPs  dispatch*  known  the  length  of  my  line  before  daylight  and  all 
upon  the  alert. 

J.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  (be. 


•  Alexandria,  Augiist  9,  1864. 

(Eeceived  10  a.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  :  About  forty  guerrillas  attacked  my  pickets  near  the  tele¬ 
graph  road  last  night  at  11  o^clock.  Charged  on  a  small  reserve  and 
captured  two  horses  and  two  men  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York.  They 
then  retreated  toward  Burke’s  Station.  I  am  not  yet  satisfied  that  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  picket  or  the  men  composing  the  reserve  did 
their  duty,  but  am  investigating  and  shall  report  to-day. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Alexandria,  Va,,  Atigust  9, 1864. 

(Eeceived  8.50  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General : 


Colonel:  Hearn  that  yesterday  about  4  o’clock  Mosby  attacked 
about  sixty  of  the  Sixteenth  NeAv  ATork  Cavalry  near  Fairfax  Station 
and  whipped  them  badly.  Some  six  or  eight  only  have  thus  far 
returned  to  their  camp. 

H.  H.  AVELLS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  n.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjiitant-General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  parties  sent  out  from 
this  command,  consisting  of  thirty  men  each,  met  yesterday  afternoon 
at  Fairfax  Station,  and  that  whiJe  united  and  acting  together  were 
attacked  by  a  force  of  rebels,  A^ariously  estimated  at  from  forty  to  fifty 
men,  and  were  comjdetely  dispersed  and  routed.  Citizems  agree  in 
reqiorting  that  Mosby  himself  was  in  command  of  the  rebels.  So  far 
as  known  our  loss  is  as  follows:  Capt.  J.  II.  Fleming,  Sixteenth  New 
A^ork  Cavalry,  missing;  thirty-tliree  men  missing;  thirty-nine  horses 
missing.  The  number  of  these  killed  and  wounded  is  not  yet  known. 
Captain  Fleming,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  had  command  of  the 
party,  is  reported  killed;  no  other  officers  are  lost.  I  have  nothing  to 

*  See  Augur  to  Waite.  August  8,  p.  729. 
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report  except  disgraceful  luismanagement  and  consequent  complete 
rout  of  our  men,  and  a  second  Aldie  disaster.  A  board  of  investiga¬ 
tion  lias  been  called  to  ascertain  who  is  responsible,  and  examine  into 
and  report  upon  tbe  facts  in  the  case;  it  will  be  forwarded  with  a 
complete  statement  in  regard  to  the  affair  as  soon  as  possible.  A  strong 
party  was  sent  out  this  morning  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster  to  pick  up 
stragglers  and  what  wounded  men  could  be  found.  Nothing  has  been 
heard  from  the  force  sent  above  Leesburg;  they  had  orders  to  com¬ 
municate  any  intelligence  of  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorlc  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headqttaetuis  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

August  9,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  B.  Parsons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Middle  Military  Division: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
field  return : 


Command. 

Present  for  duty. 

Officers. 

!  Men. 

! 

Aggregate. 

Pirst  Division . 

246 

218 

158 

27 

4,  601 
3,851 
2,  632 
709 

4,  847 
4,  069 
2,  790 
.  736 

Second  Division . ■. . 

Third  Division . 

Artillery . 

Total . 

649 

11,793 

12, 442 

1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Grders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  .9,  1864. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  at  5  a.  in.,  via  a  dirt  road  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Berryville  pike,  to  Clifton.  A  guide  will  be  sent  from  these 
headquarters  to  Brigadier-General  Ricketts,  commanding  the  leading 
division,  to  indicate  the  road  to  be  taken  and  to  accompany  him.  The 
following  will  be  the  order  of  march:  first,  Third  Division;  second. 
First  Division;  third.  Reserve  Artillery,  and  the  transportation  allowed 
by  General  Orders,  No.  2,  headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  wagons  for  regimental  baggage,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  supply 
train ;  fourth.  Second  Division.  The  ambulances  will  accompany  the 
divisions  to  which  they  belong. 

Division  commanders  will  send  a  staff*  officer  to  these  headquarters 
to-night  for  the  corps’  time. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wriglit: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSIW, 
Assistant  A djutant-  G eneral. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  9,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Russell, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
w  hen  the  corps  moves  to-morrow  the  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  shall  be  left  behind.  It  will  move  to  the  vicinity  of  the  supply 
train  and  remain  there  until  further  orders.  The  supply  train  will  be 
parked  on  the  other  side  of  the  works  on  Bolivar  Heights.  This 
regiment  is  left  behind  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  varioloid  among 
the  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

August  9y  1864. 

Colonel  Edwards,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  send  the  Forty- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  report,  in  compliance  wdth  the  above 
order,  to-morrow  morning. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Russell: 

HEKRY  R.  DALTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harperh  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  There  will  be  an  advance  movement  of  the  command 
to  morroAV  morning.  The  order  for  the  movement  will  reach  you  this 
evening. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

ALajor-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
HarpeFs  Ferry,  IF.  Va.,  August  9,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Army  of  West  Virginia: 

General:  Supply  your  command  with  at  least  three  days’ rations 
from  to-morrow  morning,  to  be  carried  on  their  persons,  and  then  have 
your  supply  trains  parked  inside  the  lines  of  works  at  Bolivar  Heights. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  General  Emory.) 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Cavalry,  Mid.  Mil.  Division, 

No.  1.  )  Harperh  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Aug^ist  9,  1864. 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  4,  headquarters  Middle  Military 
Division,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
Middle  Military  Division. 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brigadier- General  Yolunteers  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Harper^s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Atigust  9,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry: 


General  :  Have  the  division  of  General  Merritt  and  the  command 
of  Colonel  Lowell  at  once  supplied  with  three  days’  rations  from  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  to  be  carried  on  the  person,  and  two  days’  forage  for 
the  animals  (this  amount  will  be  required  to  last  live  days).  Then 
send  all  your  wagons,  “  except  one  wagon  for  division  headquarters  and 
one  wagon  for  brigade  headquarters,”  inside  the  line  of  works  at  Bol¬ 
ivar  Heights,  to  be  there  snugly  parked,  and  to  rejoin  when  ordered 
from  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHEBIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harperh  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 
Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  Reserve  Brigade: 

Sir  :  Brigadier- General  Torbert  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  scout¬ 
ing  party  to  Middleburg  to  collect  information  of  the  enemy,  and  make 
a  report  of  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  GOLDSMITH, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

HarpeBs  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  9,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Merritt: 

Inclosed  you  will  find  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow.  Be  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  move  at  the  time  specified.  I  will  be  out  some  time  to-night. 
Send  for  Colonel  Lowell  and  give  him  his  instructions. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOKBEET, 

'  Brigadier-  General  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Barper\s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Augiist  9,  1864. 

General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

Have  your  command  at  once  supplied  with  three  dayvS’  rations  from 
to-morrow  morning  and  two  days’  forage  (this  amount  to  last  five 
days).  All  of  your  wagons,  except  one  wagon  and  light  wagon  to 
division  headquarters,  and  one  wagon  and  ambulance  to  brigade  head¬ 
quarters,  Avill  be  sent  inside  of  the  works  at  Bolivar  Heights,  to  be  snugly 
parked,  to  join  us  when  sent  for  from  these  headquarters.  A  good 
officer  will  be  left  in  charge  of  the  train.  Colonel  Cole,  witli  his  regi¬ 
ment  of  Maryland  cavalry,  will  be,  or  has  been,  ordered  to  re])ort  t^ 
Colonel  Lowell.  Be  ready  to  move  fo-morrow  morning. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brigadier -General  Volunteers^  Chief  of  Cavalry 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Harper^  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Augtist  9,  1864, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  AVilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

(Care  of  Maj.  Gen.  0.  O.  Augur,  commanding  Department  of  Wash¬ 
ington.) 

Do  not  lose  a  moment  in  getting  your  division  ready  to  join  me.  If 
it  will  take  five  or  six  days  to  get  your  other  brigade  up,  get  Mc¬ 
Intosh  ready  at  once  and  order  him  to  join  me  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  at  this  place,  and  by  the  shortest  route.  If  you  can  get  the  whole 
of  your  division  ready  within  three  days,  join  me  via  Leesburg,  Snicker’s 
Gap,  and  Berryville. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  G eneral,  Commandin g. 

[Indorsement.] 

May  it  not  do  as  well  to  have  the  dispatch  sent  yesterday,  sent  to 
General  Wilson  care  of  General  Augur? 

JAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
Lientenant- Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Aug^ist  9,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.' Wilson: 

(Care  of  General  Augur.) 

Have  you  received  my  last  telegram,  through  General  Augur,  in 
relation  to  your  movements?  Also  my  telegram  through  the  War 
Department?  Please  answer. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  9,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Harper’’ s  Ferry: 

Have  received  all  your  telegrams,  and  as  they  contained  definite 
instructions  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  reply,  but  intended  to  make 
every  exertion  to  get  off  the  entire  command  within  the  three  days.  I 
think,  trom  appearances,  I  can  leave  day  after  to-morrow,  time  enough 
to  make  a  day’s  march.  Will  do  my  best,  but  if  the  troops  do  not  get 
here  shall  I  wait  longer,  or  go  on  with  what  I  may  have?  You  know 
my  command  is  small  at  best.  What  about  forage  in  the  A" alley  ?  How 
much  should  I  start  with? 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  9,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

I  have  just  received  another  telegram  from  General  Sheridan, 
requesting  me  to  hasten  your  departure  as  much  as  possible.  AYill  you 
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be  good  eiioiigli  to  inform  [me]  when  you  will  be  able  to  move  with 
your  division,  and  if  there  is  anything  I  can  do  to  facilitate  your  prep¬ 
arations. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  9y  1864. 

(Eeceived  11.14  a.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days  from  General  Sheridan. 
Please  telegraph  me  at  Barnum’s  Hotel,  Baltimore,  permission  to  visit 
my  family  in  Washington. 

D.  HUNTEE, 

•  Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  9^  1864—12.11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hunter, 

Barnum^s  Hotelj  Baltimore : 

You  have  permission  to  visit  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Virginia, 

Ko.  65.  )  In  the  Field,  August  9,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  Ko.  3,  from  headquarters  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division,  the  undersigned  assumes  temporary  command  of 
the  Department  of  West  Virginia.  All  communications  for  these  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  sent  to  Harper’s  Ferry  until  further  orders. 

GEOEGE  OEOOK, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

HarpeSs  Ferry,  Ya.,  August  9,  1864. 

Captain  Parsons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Captain:  After  consultation  with  engineer  officers  regarding  the 
railroad  bridge,  I  have  ascertained  and  have  the  honor  to  report"  that 
the  bridge  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  passage  of  troops  and 
trains  within  three  days.  Such  necessary  materials  as  are  wanting 
have  been  ordered  by  telegram  and  are  exiiected  here  daily.  Permit 
me  to  state  that  in  my  ox)inion  a  good  pontoon  bridge  is  very  necessary, 
in  addition  to  the  railroad  bridge,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  railroad 
bridge  is  not  reliable  in  case  of  high  water.  On  two  occasions  since  I 
have  been  in  command  here  the  trestle-work  of  the  railroad  bridge  has 
been  swept  away,  the  river  rising  after  heavy  rains.  In  such  case  it  is 
imxiossible  to  commence  rebuilding  until  low  water,  and  after  the  water 
has  fallen  two  days’  time  at  least  is  required  to  put  the  bridge  in 
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repair.  In  tliis  way  cominuiiication  may  he  cut  off  for  six  or  seven 
days.  A  pontoon  bridge  can  be  relaid  as  soon  as  the  river  begins  to 
fall,  and  communication  opened  within  a  few  hours. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  9, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Dufeie, 

HaneocJc  : 

General  Averell  is  now  embarking  his  troops  on  the  cars  at  New 
Creek  and  will  be  at  Hancock  to-morrow. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’^  Ferry, 

Harperh  Ferry,  August  9,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  X.  Duffie, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division,  Hancoclc,  Md. : 

General  Sheridan  is  at  HarpeEs  Ferry. 

H.  M.  BUELEIGH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


New  Creek,  Va.,  Augast  9, 1864. 

Major-General  Hunter: 

I  request  that  the  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry  at  Beverly 
be  relieved  by  Ohio  National  Guard  and  join  the  division. 

’  WM.  W.  AA^EEELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  9,  1864 — 4  f.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

New  Creel': 

General  Duffie  is  at  Hancock.  Major-General  Sheridan  has  been 
appointed  to  command  all  the  troops  in  the  three  following  depart¬ 
ments:  Department  of  West  Virginia,  the  ivliddle  Department,  and 
the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  with  headquarters  at  Harper’s 
Ferry. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  9,  1864—4  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

New  Creel: : 

Captain  Harrison  could  not  leave  to-day.  Make  requisition  on  his 
agent  at  New  Creek,  Mr.  Winants,  for  whatever  you  may  need.  Have 
the  cars  arrived  from  the  west  to  transport  your  troops'?  Mr.  Lyon, 
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the  agent  at  New  Creek,  will  render  yon  prompt  assistance  in  moving 
yonr  command.  Please  send  for  him  and  inform  him  what  yon  want 
done.  The  cars  are  on  their  wav  to  yon. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 


[Auoust  9,  1864. — For  Averell’s  congratulatory  orders,  see  p.  505.] 


Cumberland  August  9,  1804 — 12  m. 

Major-General' Sheridan, 

Har2)er^s  Ferry: 

I  reported  to  General  Hunter  at  11  p.  m.  last  night  General  Averell’s 
dispatch  to  me.  He  arrived  at  Nev/  Creek  yesterday  evening  and  is 
now  awaiting  cars  to  move  his  command,  in  obedience  to  yonr  orders. 
A  portion  of  his  troops  will  move  this  evening.  1  send  you  copy  of 
General  AverelFs  dispatch  of  the  8th.* 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  .9,  1864. 

(Beceived  Cumberland  8.40  a.  m.  11th.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

The  news  of  Averelfs  success  reached  me  by  your  telegram  last 
night  and  was  at  once  transmitted  to  Washington.  I  want  you  to 
commence  repairing  the  telegraph  this  way  as  far  as  Martinsburg  and 
1  will  order  General  Weber  to  repair  the  line  from  this  direction  to 
that  place.  I  think  after ‘to-morrow  there  will  be  no  danger. 

r.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  Gen  era  /,  Com  manding. 


Cumberland,  August  9,  1864. 

Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling : 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Sullivan  has  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of  all 
the  forces  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  with  headipiarters  at  Charleston. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 
Cumberland.,  August  9,  1864. 

Commanding!  Officer  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Worth  Branch: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send,  without  delay,  a 
scout,  to  consist  of  forty  men,  in  charge  of  a  reliable  officer,  to  Frank¬ 
fort,  thence  via  Springfield  to  Bomney,  W.  Va.  A  prompt  report  of 
all  matters  of  interest  will  be  expected. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  FBEEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  Goieral. 

*Seep.  734. 


750 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


Clarksburg,  August  .9,  1864. 

(Keeeived  Cumberland  10.30  a.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Scouts  sent  toward  Monterey  leport  no  rebel  force  of  imi)ortance  in 
that  vicinity,  but  300  or  100  are  said  to  be  at  Franklin. 

K.  A\  ILKINSOK. 


Clarksburg,  August  .9,  1864. 

(Keeeived  Cumberland  9.30  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

At  9  j).  m.  I  have  the  following : 

Buckhannon. 

Ciimioiuiding  lius  been  benrd  to-day  in  direction  of  lieveily.  The  wire  between 
here  and  that  place  is  do\ru.  I  have  monnted  ]»art  of  my  force  for  scouts. 

II.  H.  HAGANS, 

CapUthi. 

y.  AVILKIKSOK. 


Clarksburg,  August  9,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

Am  in  communication  with  Beverly.  The  cannonading  is  east  ot 
there  j  suitposed  at  Winchester  or  Mooretield. 

K.  WILKIKSOK, 

Colonel. 


Washington,  August  9,  1864 — 3.20  x).  m. 

Major-General  Wallace, 

Commanding  : 

Select  three  100-days’  Pennsylvania  regiments  of  your  command  and 
order  one  to  each  of  the  following  points:  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio;  Kock 
Island,  Ill.;  Chicago,  Ill.  In  addition,  send  a  Massachusetts  10  ‘-days’ 
regiment  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Eeport  to  this  office  Avhen  regiments 
Avill  start,  and  inform  Major-General  Ileintzelman,  commanding,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  of  departure  of  each. 

By  order: 

E.  I).  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Baltimore,  Mil,  August  9,  1864. 

(Deceived  .12  j).  m.) 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

The  four  regiments  will  be  put  en  route  at  once  in  accordance  with 
your  orders.  Major-General  Ileintzelman  will  be  informed  of  time  of 
departure. 

LEW.  WALLACE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Iso.  198.  )  Baltimore.^  August  9,  1864. 

*****  *  * 

5.  The  several  companies  of  the  Seventh  Itegimeiit  Delaware  Vol¬ 
unteer  Militia  (thirty-days’  service)  will  be  relieved  from  duty  by 
other  troops  of  the  Third  Separate  Brigade  and  ordered  to  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Wilmington  to  be  mustered  out  and  i)aid 
off  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service  in  accordance  with  the 
mustering  regulations  of  the  army.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

******* 

9.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  tlie  War  De])artment,  the  Sixtieth 
Kegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  (lOU-days’  service).  Col. 
A.  D.  Wass  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route  at  once  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  quartermaster’s  depart¬ 
ment  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Brigadier-General 
Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

10.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  One 
hundred  and  ninety- third  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia 
(100-days’  service).  Col.  J.  B.  Clark  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route 
at  once  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio. 
The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transporta¬ 
tion.  Brigadier-General  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

11.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  One 
Hundred  and  ninety-seventh  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia 
(100-days’  service).  Col.  J.  B.  Haslett  commanding,  will  be  put  en 
route  at  once  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Bock  Island,  Ill. 
The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transporta¬ 
tion.  Brigadier-General  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

12.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  One 
hundred  and  ninety-sixth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia 
(100-days’  service).  Col.  Ilarmanus  NTeff*  commanding,  will  be  put  en 
route  at  once  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Chicago,  111.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
Brigadier-General  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  AY  allace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWBENCE, 
Assistant  Adj^itant-  Genera  1. 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg^  August  .9,  1864. 

To  THE  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  OF  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  called  you  together  in  advance  of  your  adjourned 
session  for  the  purpose  of  taking  some  action  for  the  defense  of  the 
State.  From  the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion  Pennsylvania 
has  done  her  whole  duty  to  the  Government.  Lying,  as  her  southern 
counties  do,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  border,  and  thus  exposed 
to  sudden  invasion,  a  selfish  policy  would  have  led  her  to  retain  a  suf¬ 
ficient  part  of  her  military  force  for  her  own  defense.  In  so  doing  she 
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would  have  failed  in  lier  duty  to  tlie  whole  country.  Xot  only  would 
her  men  have  been  withheld  from  the  field  of  general  operations,  but 
the  loans  and  taxation  which  Avonld  have  become  necessary  would 
have,  to  a  large  extent,  diminished  the  ability  of  her  i)eople  to  comply 
with  the  pecuniary  demands  of  the  United  States.  She  would  also 
have  necessarily  interfered  Avith  and  hampered  all  the  military  action 
of  tlie  Government  and  made  herself,  to  some  extent,  responsible  for 
any  failures  and  shortcomings  that  may  have  occurred.  In  pursuance 
of  the  policy  thus  deliberately  adopted  this  State  has  steadily  devoted 
her  men  to  the  general  service.  From  the  beginning  she  has  always 
been  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  United  States,  as  is 
shown  by  her  history,  from  tlie  three-months’  men  and  the  Eeserve 
Corps  to  the  present  moment. 

Thus  faithfully  fulfilling  all  her  own  obligations,  she  has  a  right  to 
be  defended  by  the  national  force,  as  part  of  a  common  country^  any 
other  view  Avould  be  absurd  and  unjust.  She,  of  course,  cannot  com¬ 
plain  when  she  suffers  by  the  necessary  contingencies  of  war.  The 
reflections  that  have,  in  too  many  quarters,  been  made  upon  the  people 
of  her  southern  counties,  are  most  unfounded.  They  were  invaded  in 

1862,  Avhen  a  Union  army  much  superior  to  any  force  of  the  rebels  (and 
on  Avhich  they  had  of  course  a  right  to  rely)  AA^as  lying  in  their  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  and  north  of  the  Potomac.  They  were  again  invaded  in 

1863,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Union  forces  under  Milroy  at  Winchester, 
and  they  have  again  suffered  in  1864,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Union 
forces  under  Crook  and  Averell.  How  could  an  agricultural  people,  in 
an  open  country,  be  expected  to  rise  suddenly  and  beat  back  hostile 
forces  Avhich  had  defeated  organized  veteran  armies  of  the  Government? 
It  is  of  course  expected  that  the  inhabitants  of  an  invaded  country 
will  do  what  is  in  their  power  to  resist  the  invaders,  and  the  facts 
hereinafter  stated  will  shoAV,  I  think,  that  the  people  of  these  counties 
have  not  failed  in  this  duty. 

If  Pennsylvania,  by  reason  of  her  geographical  position,  has  required 
to  be  defended  by  the  national  force,  it  has  only  been  against  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy.  It  has  never  been  nec^essary  to  AYeaken  the  army  in  the 
field,  by  sending  heavy  detachments  of  veterans  to  saA^e  her  cities  from 
being  devastated  by  small  bands  of  ruffians  composed  of  their  own 
inhabitants.  Nor  have  her  people  been  disposed  to  sneer  at  the  great 
masses  of  law  abidin  g  citi  zens,  in  any  oth^r  State,  Avho  h  ave  required  such 
protection.  Yet,  when  a  brutal  enemy,  pursuing  a  defeated  body  of  Union 
forces,  crosses  our  border  and  burns  a  defenseless  town,  tliis  horrid 
barbarity,  instead  of  firing  the  hearts  of  all  the  people  of  our  common 
country,  is  actually,  in  some  quarters,  made  the  occasion  of  mocks  and 
gibes  at  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  thousands  of  whom  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  houseless,  and  these  heartless  scoffs  proceed  from  the  very  men 
aaUo,  when  the  State  authorities,  foreseeing  the  danger,  were  taking  pre¬ 
cautionary  measures,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  there  being  any  danger, 
sneered  at  the  exertions  to  prepare  for  meeting  it,  and  succeeded  to 
some  extent  in  thwarting  their  efforts  to  raise  forces.  These  men  are 
themseUes  morally  resi)onsible  for  the  calamity  over  which  they  now 
chuckle  and  rub  their  hands.  It  might  have  been  hoped — nay,  AA^e  had 
a  right  to  expect — that  the  people  of  the  loyal  States,  engaged  in  a 
common  effort  to  preserve  their  Government  and  all  that  is  dear  to 
freemen,  would  have  forgotten,  at  least  for  the  time,  their  wretched 
local  jealousies  and  sympathized  with  all  their  loyal  felloAY-citizens 
Avherever  resident  within  the  borders  of  our  common  country.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  original  source  of  the  present  rebellion  was  in 
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sucli  jealousies,  encouraged  for  wicked  purposes  by  unscrupulous  poli¬ 
ticians.  The  men  who,  for  any  i)urx)ose,  now  continue  to  encourage 
them,  ought  to  be  held  as  public  enemievS — enemies  of  our  Union  and 
our  peace — and  should  be  treated  as  such.  Common  feelings,  common 
sympathies,  are  the  necessary  foundations  of  a  common  free  govern¬ 
ment.  I  am  i)roud  to  say  that  tlie  people  of  Pennsylvania  feel  every 
blow  at  any  other  sister  States  as  an  assault  upon  themselves,  and  give 
to  them  all  that  hearty  good  will,  the  expression  of  which  is  sometimes 
more  important,  under  the  infliction  of  calamity,  than  mere  material 
aid. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  approach  of  the  rebel  army  up  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  on  the  3d  day  of  July  last;  to  the  defeat  of  General 
Wallace  on  the- Monocacy ;  their  approach  to  and  threatening  of  the 
capital ;  or  to  their  destruction  of  property  and  pillage  of  the  counties 
of  Maryland,  lying  on  our  border. 

These  events  have  passed  into  history,  and  the  responsibilities  will 
be  settled  by  the  judgment  of  the  people.  At  that  time  a  call  was 
made  upon  Pennsylvania  for  volunteers,  to  be  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  serve  for  100  days  in  the  States  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Maryland,  and  at  Washington  and  its  vicinity.’^ 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  which  complicated  the  orders 
for  their  organization  and  muster,  six  regiments  were  enlisted  ,  and 
organized,  and  a  battalion  of  six  companies.  The  regiments  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  State,  the  last  leaving  the  29th  day  of  July.  I  desired 
that  at  least  part  of  this  force  should  be  confined  in  their  service  to  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and  made  such  an  application 
to  the  War  Department.  As  the  proposition  did  not  meet  their  appro¬ 
bation  it  was  rejected  and  the  general  order  changed  to  include  the 
States  named  and  Washington  and  its  vicinity. 

No  part  of  the  rebel  army  at  that  time  had  come  within  the  State. 
The  people  of  the  border  counties  were  warned,  and  removed  their 
stock,  and  at  Ohambersburg  and  York  were  organized  and  armed  for 
their  own  protection. 

I  was  not  officially  informed  of  the  movements  of  the  Federal  armies, 
and,  of  course,  not  of  the  strategy  of  their  commanders;  but  it 
was  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  rebel  army  was  closely  pur¬ 
sued  after  it  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  was  retiring  up  the  Val¬ 
ley  of  the  Shenandoah.  Eepeated  successes  of  our  troops  were  also 
announced,  and  the  people  of  this  State  had  just  cause  to  believe  that 
quite  a  sufficient  Federal  force  had  been  thrown  forward  for  its  protec¬ 
tion  upon  the  line  of  the  Potomac. 

On  Friday,  the  29th  day  of  July,  the  rebel  brigades  of  Johnson  and 
McCausland,  consisting  of  2,500  to  3,000  mounted  men,  with  six  guns, 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Clear  Spring  ford.  They  commenced  crossing 
at  10  a.  m.  and  marched  directly  on  Mercersburg.  There  were  but  forty- 
five  men  i)icketed  in  that  direction,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
McLean,  U.  S.  Army,  and  as  the  enemy  succeeded  in  cutting  the  tele¬ 
graph  communication,  which  from  that  point  had  to  pass  west  by  way 
of  Bedford,  no  information  could  be  sent  to  General  Couch,  by  telegraph, 
who  was  then  at  Chambersburg.  The  head  of  this  column  reached 
Chamber sburg  at  3  a.  m.  on  Saturday,  the ’30th. 

The  rebel  brigades  of  Vaughn  and  Jackson,  numbering  about  3,000 
mounted  men,  crossed  the  Potomac  at  about  the  same  time  at  or  near 
Williamsport — part  of  the  command  advanced  on  Hagerstown;  the 
main  body  moved  on  the  road  leading  from  Williamsport  to  Greencastle. 
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Another  rebel  column  of  infantry  and  artillery  crossed  the  Potomac 
simultaneously  at  Shepherd stown  and  moved  toward  Leitersburg. 
General  Averell,  who  commanded  a  force  reduced  to  about  2,600  men, 
was  at  Hagerstown,  and  being  threatened  in  front  by  Vaughn  and 
Jackson,  on  his  right  by  McCausland  and  Johnson,  who  also  threatened 
his  rear,  and  on  his  left  by  the  column  which  crossed  at  Shepherdstown, 
he  therefore  fell  back  upon  Greencastle. 

General  Averell  it  is  understood  was  under  the  orders  of  General 
Hunter,  but  was  kept  as  fully  advised  by  General  Couch  as  was 
possible  of  the  enemy’s  movement  on  his  rigkt  and  to  his  rear.  Gen¬ 
eral  Couch  was  in  Chambersburg,  where  his  entire  force  consisted  of 
sixty  infantry  and  forty-five  cavalry  and  a  section  of  a  battery  of 
artillery,  in  all  less  than  150  men.  The  six  companies  of  men  enlisted 
for  100  days  remaining  in  the  State  and  two  companies  of  cavalry 
had,  under  orders  from  Washington  (as  1  am  officially  advised),  joined 
General  Averell.  The  town  of  Chambersburg  was  held  until  daylight 
by  the  small  force  under  General  Couch,  during  which  time  the 
Government  stores  and  train  were  saved.  Two  batteries  were  then 
planted  by  the  enemy,  commanding  the  town,  and  it  was  invested  by 
the  whole  command  of  Johnson  and  McCausland.  At  7  a.  m.  six  com¬ 
panies  of  dismounted  men,  commanded  by  Sweeney,  entered  the  town, 
followed  by  mounted  men ,  under  Gilmor.  The  main  force  was  in  line  for 
battle.  A  demand  was  made  for  $100,000  in  gold  or  $500,000  in  Govern¬ 
ment  funds,  as  ransom,  and  a  number  of  citizens  were  arrested  and  held 
as  hostages  for  its  paymen  t.  Ko  offer  of  money  was  made  by  the  citizens 
of  the  town,  and  even  if  they  had  any  intentions  of  paying  a  ransom,  no 
time  was  allowed,  as  the  rebels  commenced  immediately  to  burn  and  pill¬ 
age  the  town,  disregarding  the  appeals  of  women  and  children,  the  aged 
and  infirm,  and  even  the  bodies  of  the  dead  were  not  protected  from 
their  brutality.  It  would  have  been  vain  for  all  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  if  armed,  to  have  atternpted,  in  connection  with  General  Couch’s 
small  force,  to  defend  it.  General  Couch  withdrew  his  command,  and 
did  not  himself  leave  until  the  enemy  were  actually  in  the  town. 
General  Averell’s  command  being  within  nine  miles  of  Chambersburg, 
it  was  hoped  would  arrive  in  time  to  save  the  town,  and  efforts  were 
made  during  the  night  to  communicate  with  him.  In  the  meantime 
the  small  force  of  General  Couch  held  the* enemy  at  bay.  General 
Averell  marched  on  Chambersburg,  but  did  not  arrive  until  after  the 
town  was  burned,  and  the  enemy  had  retired.  He  pursued  and  over¬ 
took  them  at  McConnellsburg,  in  Pulton  County,  in  time  to  save  that 
place  from  pillage  and  destruction.  He  promptly  engaged  and  defeated 
them,  driving  them  to  Hancock  and  across  the  Potomac. 

I  commend  the  houseless  and  ruined  people  of  Chambersburg  to  the 
liberal  benevolence  of  the  Legislature,  and  suggest  that  a  suitable  appro¬ 
priation  be  made  for  their  relief.  Similar  charity  has  been  heretofore 
exercised  in  the  case  of  an  accidental  and  destructive  fire  at  Pittsburg, 
and  I  cannot  doubt  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature  on  the  present 
occasion. 

On  the  5th  day  of  this  month  a  large  rebel  army  was  in  Maryland, 
and  at  various  points  on  the  Potomac  as  far  west  as  New  Creek,  and 
as  there  was  no  adequate  force  within  the  State  I  deemed  it  my  duty 
on  that  day  to  call  for  30,000  volunteer  militia  for  domestic  protection. 
They  will  be  armed,  transported,  and  supplied  by  the  United  States; 
but  as  no  provision  is  made  for  their  payment  it  will  be  necessary, 
should  you  approve  my  action,  to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 
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Feeliug  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  afford  full 
protection  to  the  people  of  l^ennsylvauia  and  Maryland  by  the  defense 
of  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  1  united  with  Governor  Bradford  in  the 
following  letter  to  the  President,  dated  July  21,  1804: 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Department, 

Annapolis,  JuJij  ^1-,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

Fresident  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  The  repeated  raids  across  the  Potomac  River  made  by  portions  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  the  extent  of  the  damage  they  have  succeeded  so  frequently  in  inflicting, 
have  most  injuriously  affected  the  people  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  that  river,  and  many  of  them,  it  is  believed,  as  the  only  security  against 
such  losses  in  the  future,  are  seriously  considering  the  propriety  of  abandoning  their 
present  homes  and  seeking  safety  at  the  north. 

It  seems  to  ns  that  not  merely  in  this  sectional  aspect  of  the  case,  but  in  its  na¬ 
tional  relations,  the  security  of  this  border  line  between  the  loyal  and  rebellious 
States  is  an  object  justifying  and  requiring  a  disposition  of  a  portion  of  the  national 
force  with  an  especial  view  to  its  defense.  The  Potomac  River  can  only  be  crossed, 
in  its  ordinary  state  of  water,  at  some  five  or  six  fords,  and  we  propose  to  enlist  from 
onr  respective  States  a  volunteer  force  that  shall  be  sufficient,  with  the  aid  of  the 
fortifications  which  the  force  itself  can  speedily  construct,  to  effectually  guard  them 
all.  We  ask  of  the  Government  that  the  recruits  so  raised  shall  be  credited  to  the 
quotas  of  our  several  States,  on  the  call  last  made,  and  be  armed,  equipped,  and  sup¬ 
plied  as  other  volunteers  in  the  service. 

We  are  aAvare  that,  as  a  general  rule,  well-founded  objections  exist  to  the  enlist¬ 
ment  of  a  force  to  be  exclusively  used  for  home  or  local  defense ;  but  we  regard  such 
a  service  as  we  now  suggest  as  an  exceptional  case,  and  the  complete  protection  of 
this  i)art  of  our  frontier  as  of  admitted  national  importance. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  this  rebellion  the  importance  of  a  special  defense  of 
the  region  bordering  on  the  upper  Potomac  was  recognized  by  the  Government,  and 
the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  authorized  by  it  to  raise  three  regiments 
with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  counties  on  either  side  of  that  river.  These 
regiments  were  raised,  but  the  subsequent  exigencies  of  the  service  required  their 
employment  elsewhere,  and  they  therefore  afford  at  present  no  particular  security 
to  that  region  beyond  other  troops  in  the  service. 

The  necessity,  as  we  think,  for  some  peculiar  provision  has  now  become  so  obvious 
that  we  would  with  great  respect,  but  most  earnestly,  urge  upon  Your  Excellency  the 
expediency  of  acceding  to  the  suggestions  we  have  made,  and  we  will  immediately 
set  about  raising  the  forces  required,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  promptly 
procured. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vonr  obedient  servants, 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

The  following'  letter  from  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  dated  August 
1,  A.  1).  1S()4,  is  the  only  reply  received  hy  me  up  to  this  time: 

War  Department,  Adjui'ani’-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  1,  1864. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 

Harrisburg  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  joint  letter  from  yourself 
and  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  dated  July  21,  1864,  asking  authority  to  raise  a  vol¬ 
unteer  force  in  your  rcsxiective  States,  to  be  exclusively  used  for  home  or  local  defense 
and  for  guarding  the  fords  of  the  Potomac. 

In  reply  1  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  the  i)roposition 
has  been  fully  considered  and  that  the  authority  asked  for  cannot  bo  granted. 

In  this  connection  please  see  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  13,  1862,  as 
promulgated  in  General  Orders,  No.  15,  series  of  1862,  from  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

A ssistarit  A dju iant- G en eral. 

Memokandum. — Similar  letter  sent  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Maryland  this 
date. 

How  the  reason  given  for  the  refusal  to  act  ou  this  iiropositiou  can 
be  made  consistent  with  the  enlistment  of  men  for  100  days,  to  serve 
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in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  iind  at  AVasliington  and  its  vicinity,  it  is 
hard  to  perceive. 

On  the  suggestion  made  by  citizens  of  the  border  counties  the  fol¬ 
lowing  communication,  dated  July  2-i,  18()4,  Avas  made  by  Major-General 
Couch  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Meadcjuartehs  DepaktmExXT  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Haryishavd,  Pa.,  July  Sr?,  1864. 

Hou.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  J! ^a r  : 

Sir:  During  the  recent  raid  into  Maryland  the  citizens  of  Chanibersburg  turned 
out  with  a  determination  to  stand  by  the  few  soldiers  present  and  hold  the  town 
against  any  cavalry  force  that  might  assail  it.  Fh^e  hundred  citizens  of  York,  irre¬ 
spective  of  party,  Amlunteered,  were  armed,  and  Avent  down  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad  to  guard  the  bridges  or  hold  their  town.  This  is  stated  in  order  to  shoAv 
you  that  the  ‘D)order  citizens’’  are  beginning  to  realize  that  by  a  united  action  they 
have  the  strength  to  protect  themselves  against  an  ordinary  raiding  party.  Inclosed 
I  iiiAute  your  attention  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  GoA’ernor,  together  with  his  in¬ 
dorsement,  upon  the  sul)ject  of  forming  a  special  corps  from  the  six  border  counties 
most  exposed. 

If  10,000  men  can  thus  be  organized,  its  existence  Avould  be  a  protection  and  give 
confidence. 

I  am  informed  tliat  the  general  sentiment  of  tin',  ])eople  in  <piestion  is  in  favor  of 
something  being  done  at  once,  and,  as  a  military  measure,  think  it  Avill  be  of  essential 
service  to  the  General  Government,  and  recommend  that  the  War  Department  encour¬ 
age  the  moA'ement  by  authorizing  the  loan  or  issue  of  uniforms,  provided  the  law  in 
question  is  enacted. 

It  is  belieA'cd  that  the  new  militia  hiAv  of  this  State  will  i)ractically  prove  of  no 
value,  excepting  that  an  enrollment  Avill  i)roliably  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecttullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-Generat,  Commanding  Departmen t. 


HEADcmARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA, 

Harrishury,  Fa.,  Aagiist  4, 1864. 


A  true  copy.  _ 

Respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  Governor  A.  G. 
Curtin. 

.INO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

J ssistant  A dju fan t- ( icnerat. 


On  the  same  day  I  approved,  in  Avriting,  of  the  proposition  and  ex¬ 
pressed  my  opinion  that  the  Legislature  Avould  pass  an  act  in  accordance 
with  it  at  its  adjourned  session  on  the  23d  of  August.  I  am  furnished 
with  an  official  co])y  of  tlie  folloAviag  reply,  dated  August  1,  1804,  to 
the  proposition  of  General  Couch: 


War  Depaktaien'I',  Adjui'ant-Generae’s  Office, 

IVashington,  1).  C.,  August  1,  1864. 


Maj.  Gen.  1).  N.  Couch, 

Commanding,  fc.,  HarrisJairg,  Fa.: 

General:  I  liaAX  the  honor  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
of  July  relative  to  the  United  States  proAuding  uniforms  for  a  ‘-special  corps ”ot 
militia  from  certain  border  counties  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  reply  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  has  been  carefully  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  cannot  sanction  the  issue  of  the  clothing  in  (ques¬ 
tion. 


I  am,  general,  very  res])cctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 


»  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Departaient  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisdurg ,  Fa.,  August  6,  1864. 


A  true  copy. 

Respectfully  furnished  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  Governor  A.  G. 
Curtin. 


JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

A ssistan t  Adjutant- G eneral. 
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Ill  eaeli  of  the  tliree  years,  18Gl2,  18G3,  and  1864,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  call  the  State  militia  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  this 
has  been  done  with  the  assent  and  assistance  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment.  From  the  want  of  organization  we  liave  been  obliged  to  rely  ex¬ 
clusively  on  volunteer  militia,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  to  organize  them 
anew  for  each  occasion.  This  has  caused  confusion  and  a  loss  of  valiia 
ble  time,  and  has  resulted  in  sending  to  the  field  bodies  of  men  in  a  great 
measure  .undisciplined.  The  militia  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  is, 
I  think,  for  ordinary  times,  the  best  militia  law  Ave  haA^e  ever  had,  but 
under  the  existing  extraordinary  circumstances  it  seems  to  require 
modification.  I  suggest  that  the  assessors  be  directed  to  make  an 
immediate  enrollment,  classifying  the  militia  as  may  be  thought  best; 
that  the  officers  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  on  the  recommendation 
approved  by  him  of  a  board  of  examination  composed  of  three  major- 
generals  for  eacli  division,  of  whom  the  major-general  of  the  division 
shall  be  one,  the  other  two  to  be  designated  by  the  Governor,  from 
adjoining  divisions,  or  in  such  other  mode  as  the  Legislature  may  think 
fit;  that  in  all  cases  the  officers  shall  be  selected  by  preference  from 
officers  and  men  AAdio  have  been  in  service  and  shall  haA^e  been  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  by  the  United  States;  and  that  effectual  provision  be 
made  for  drafting  the  militia  Avhen  required. 

The  recommendation  in  regard  to  appointments  is  made  to  avoid  the 
angry  dissensions  and  too  often  political  jealousies  AALich  divide  mili¬ 
tary  organizations  by  the  election  of  officers,  and  to  secure  the  services 
of  the  most  deserving  and  competent  men. 

The  election  of  officers  in  the  volunteer  forces  in  the  field  has  been 
found  to  be  injurious  to  the  service,  Avhile  promotions  by  seniority  and 
appointments  of  meritorious  privates  have  produced  harmony  and 
stimulated  to  faithfulness.  In  the  eidistments  of  new  organizations 
the  plan  adopted  of  granting  authority  to  officers  to  recruit  companies 
has  been  found  to  be  the  best  policy. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  Governor  be  authorized  to  form  (either  by 
the  acceptance  of  volunteers  or  by  draft  in  such  parts  of  the  State  as  he 
may  deem  expedient)  a  special  corps  of  militia,  to  consist  in  due  ])ro- 
portion  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  to  be  kept  up  to  the  full 
number  of  fifteen  regiments,  to  be  styled  Minute  Men,^^  who  shall  be 
sworn  and  mustered  in  the  seivice  of  the  State  for  three  years,  ayIio 
shall  assemble  for  drill  at  such  times  and  places  as  he  may  direct,  aa'Iio 
shall  be  clothed,  armed,  and  equipped  by  the  State,  and  paid  Avhen 
assembled  for  drill  or  called  into  seiwice,  and  who  shall,  at  all  times,  be 
liable  to  be  called  into  immediate  service  for  the  defense  of  the 
State,  independently  of  the  remainder  of  the  militia.  As  this  force 
Avould  be  subject  to  sudden  calls,  the  large  part  of  it  should  be  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  counties  lying  on  our  extreme  border,  and  as  the  people  of 
those  counties  haA^e  more  personal  interest  in  their  ])rotection,  the 
recommendation  is  made  to  authorize  the  GoA^ernor  to  designate  the 
parts  of  the  State  in  AAdiich  it  shall  be  raised,  and  to  saA^e  the  time, 
expense  of  tramsporting  troops  from  remote  parts  of  the  State,  and  the 
subsistence  and  pay  in  going  to  and  from  the  border.  A  body  of  men 
so  organized  will,  it  is  believed,  be  effective  to  prevent  raids  and  incur¬ 
sions.  The  expenses  of  clothing,  arming,  and  equipping  such  a  force 
cannot  be  correctly  ascertained,  but  the  quartermaster-general  has  been 
directed  to  make  approximate  estimates  for  your  information,  which 
AAill  be  independent  of  pay  and  subsistence.  The  State  should  proAude 
at  least  six  four-gun  batteries  of  lield  artillery, Avith  all  the  modern  im¬ 
provements.  The  suggestion  has  been  frecpiently  made  by  unrefiecting 
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persons  tliat  tlie  Sta'te  slionkl  raise  a  force  and  keep  it  permanently  in 
the  field  for  her  defense.  Apart  from  other  considerations  it  is  to  he 
observed  that  the  expenses  of  snch  a  measure  would  be  quite  beyond 
the  present  ability  of  the  State. 

To  raise  and  maintain  an  army  of  fifteen  regiments  would  involve  an 
annual  expenditure  of  more  than  $15, 000, 000,  and  any  smaller  force 
would  be  inadequate.  The  plan  which  I  have  above  proposed  would,  I 
think,  give  the  State  efficient  protection,  and  if  the  Legislature  should 
think  fit  to  adopt  it  the  expense  can  be  readily  provided  for  by  law  or 
otlierwise.  Having  an  organized  force  under  the  control  of  the  author¬ 
ities  of  the  State,  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  domestic  protection, 
we  would  not,  as  heretofore,  lose  time  in  arranging  for  transportation 
and  supplies  with  the  National  Government  when  it  became  necessary 
to  call  it  into  the  field.  When  thoroughly  organized  it  should  be  in 
all  its  appointments  an  army  which  could  be  increased  by  drafts  made 
from  our  enrolled  and  classified  citizens. 

The  ])lan  whi(*h  I  have  above  suggested  is  the  result  of  reflection  and 
experience  which  I  have  had  during  the  last  three  years,  and  I  have  felt 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  sid)mit  it  for  your  consideration  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  effectual  defense  of  the  State.  I,  of  course,  cannot 
doubt  your  approval.  If  the  Legislature  should  prefer  the  adoption  of 
any  other  plan  more  efficient  and  economical  than  the  one  which  I  have 
herein  proposed  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  ^co-operate  heartily  in  carry¬ 
ing  it  info  eftect. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  May  4,  1864,  I  have  appointed  for  the 
eastern  armies  Ool.  F.  Jordan  as  agent  at  Washington,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
James  Gilliland  as  assistant  agent  at  that  place,  and  also  for  the  south- 
westerh  armies  Lieut.  Col.  James  Chamberlin  as  agent  at  Nashville. 
These  agents  are  now  actively  engaged  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  it  is  desirable  that  our  people  should  be  aware  that  a  part 
of  them  consists  in  the  gratuitous  collection  of  all  claims  by  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  volunteers  or  their  legal  representatives  on  the  State  and  Na¬ 
tional  Governments.  Volunteers  having  claims  on  either  of  these 
governments  can  have  them  collected  through  these  agents  without 
expense,  and  thus  be  rescued  from  the  extortions  to  which  it  is  feared 
they  have  sometimes  heretofore  been  subjected. 

Having  received  information  from  the  agents  of  the  State  that  our 
sick  and  wounded  were  suffering  greatly  from  the  want  of  comforts, 
and  even  necessaries,  I  have  been  recently  compelled  to  call  on  the 
people  to  contribute  supplies,  mainly  in  kind,  for  their  relief,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  this  appeal  has  been  cheerfully  re¬ 
sponded  to,  as  have  been  all  my  former  appeals  to  the  same  end. 
It  seems  impossible  to  exhaust  the  liberality  of  our  generous  people 
when  the  well-being  of  our  brave  volunteers  is  in  question. 

In  my  special  message  of 'the  30th  of  April  last  1  stated  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  the  advance  by  banks  and  other  corporations  of  funds 
for  the  payment  of  the  militia  called  out  in  1863;  in  consequence  the 
Legislature  passed  the  act  of  May  4,  1864,  authorizing  a  loan,  for  the 
purpose  of  refunding,  with  interest,  the  amount  thus  advanced  in  case 
Congress  should  fail  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  at  its  then 
current  session.  I  regret  to  say  that  Congress  adjourned  without  mak¬ 
ing  such  appropriation. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  being  found  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
funds  so  advanced,  without  unduly  diminishing  the  sinking  fund,  I 
have  deemed  it  advisable  not  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  loan,  and 
I  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  directing  the  payment  to  be  made 
out  of  the  moneys  in  the  treasury. 
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As  the  omission  of  Congress  to  act  on  this  subject  involved  an 
unprecedented  disregard  of  the  good  faith  of  the  national  authorities,  I 
recommend  that  the  Legislature  take  measures  for  procuring  an  appro- 
priatioD  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  revenue  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  has  been  found  to  be 
defective  in  several  points,  and  I  recommend  a  careful  and  immediate 
revision  of  it. 

The  bounty  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  is  found  to  be  defective  and 
unjust  in  many  of  its  provisions,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  it -is 
administered  in  some  parts  of  the  State  oppressive  on  the  people,  I, 
therefore,  recommend  a  careful  revision  of  it. 

As  the  present  session  has  been  called  for  the  consideration  of  mat¬ 
ters  of  vital  i^ublic  importance,  1  commend  them  to  your  earnest  and 
exclusive  attention. 

A.  C.  CTTLTIN. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

N'o.  183.  .  (  Harrislmrg,  Pa.^  Angust  9,  1864. 

###*#*# 

5.  All  mounted  and  dismounted  cavalry,  belonging  to  Brigadier- 
General  AverelPs  command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  in 
the  Brandywine  District,  will  be  sent  without  delay  to  Harper’s  Ferry, 
W.  Va.,  under  command  of  their  own  officers,  and  in  case  there  are 
none,  officers  and  a  suitable  guard  will  be  detailed  to  take  charge  of 
them.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
trail  S]3ortation. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  (-ouch: 

J.  S.  SCHIJLTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  August  10,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

HarpePs  Ferry,  W.  Va. : 

General  Augur  has  shown  me  your  telegram*  about  General  Grover’s 
command.  It  was  directed  by  General  Grant  that  this  command  gar¬ 
rison  Washington  until  other  troops  could  be  sent  here  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Ptaff. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  P.  €.,  August  10,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Major  Kellogg,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  you,  as  requested  in  your  telegram  of  the  9th 
instant. 

J.  A.  LIAEDIE, 
Colonel  a7id  Inspector-General. 


Sec  Sheridan  to  Aiif^nr,  p.  701. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  AV".  Ya.,  Au()iist  10^  1864—7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  T.  T.  Eckert: 

Orderly  just  returned  from  front.  General  Sheridan  near  Berryville 
at  4  p.  in.  Had  sliglit  skirmishing'  with  enemy  as  he  advanced.  Doing 
well. 

G.  J.  LAWRENCE, 

Cipher  Operator. 


City  Point,  August  10,  1864. 

(Received  10.30'  p.  m.) 

Captain  Leet  : 

We  had  some  information  here  yesterday  that  troops,  supposed  to 
be  over  a  regiment,  left  Richmond  last  Saturday  evening  by  the  Cen¬ 
tral  railroad,  going  north.  The  attention  of  the  men  sent  by  Colonel 
Sharpe  should  be  carefully  drawn  to  them  to  ascertain  which  way  these 
troops  have  passed  from  Gordonsville,  and  their  number. 

T.  S.  BOWERS. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Berrymlle,  Ya.,  August  10,  1864, 

.  The  three  days’  rations  drawn  by  the  troops  of  this  command  before 
starting  will  be  required  to  last  four  days  from  the  date  of  issue,  with 
such  additional  issue  of  fresh  beef  as  may  be  necessary.  The  general 
headquarters  to-night  is  established  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike  going 
into  Berryville,  within  100  yards  of  the  town. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Berryville,  Ya.,  August  10,  1864. 

Corjis  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Special  instructions  in 
regard  to  their  movement  will  be  sent  during  tlie  night. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 

Major  and  Aid e-de- Camp. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Berryville,  August  10,  1864. 

I.  The  command  will  move  from  its  present  position  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  in  the  following  order  and  at  the  following  designated  hours: 

II.  The  Sixth  Cori)s  will  move  at  5  o’clock  and  on  the  pike  opposite 
General  Wright’s  headquarters  until  it  arrives  at  a  point  where  that 
pike  intersects  the  Berryville  pike ;  it  will  then  oblique  and  cross  the 
fields  until  it  reaches  the  pike  leading  from  Berryville  to  Winchester; 
then  u]!  that  pike  to  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek.  If  the  enemy’s 
infantry  is  encountered  on  this  latter  pike  it  will  be  driven  across  the 
creek  and  the  crossing  secured. 
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III.  Tlie  Nineteenth  Corps  will  move  at  5  o’clock  on  the  Berryville 
pike  until  it  reaches  Berryville,  when  it  will  move  on  the  Millwood  pike 
for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  then  turn  to  the  right  and  move  in  the  direction 
of  Opequon  Creek  and  parallel  to  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike, 
sti iking  a  dirt  road  leading  to  Opequon  Creek.  If  it  meets  the  enemy 
it  will  drive  him  across  the  creek  and  secure  the  crossing. 

lY.  The  command  of  General  Crook  will  move  at  5  o’clock  across  the 
country  until  it  strikes  the  Millwood  pike  beyond  the  point  where  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  turns  to  the  right,  when  it  will  march  out  the  Millwood 
pike  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  where  the  Nineteenth  Corps  leaves  said 
pike,  and  then  turn  to  the  right  until  it  reaches  a  dirt  road  which  leads 
to  a  crossing  of-Opeqnon  Creek.  If  it  meets  any  enemy  in  this  move¬ 
ment  it  will  drive  him  across  the  creek  and  secure  the  crossing. 

Y.  The  cavalry  force  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Torbert, 
excepting  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Lowell,  will  move  at  5  o’clock  toward 
Winchester  up  the  Millwood  and  Winchester  pike  until  it  reaches  the 
crossing  of  Opequon  Creek.  If  it  meets  any  enemy  in  the  movement  it 
will  drive  him  across  the  creek,  secure  the  crossing,  and  open  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  left  of  General  Crook’s  command. 

YI.  If,  on  arriving  at  Opequon  Creek,  no  enemy  is  found  the  whole 
cavalry  foice,  excepting  Colonel  Lowell’s  command,  will  march  in  the 
direction  of  Stephen sbnrg  and  secure  that  point  if  possible.  If  it  is 
found  that  the  enemy  has  gone  up  the  Yalley  from  Winchester,  the  en¬ 
tire  infantry  force  will  march  in  the  direction  of  Stephensburg  to  sup¬ 
port  the  cavalry. 

YII.  In  case  that  the  enemy’s  infantry  has  moved  from  the  posi¬ 
tion  occupied  this  p.  m.,  Colonel  Lowell’s  command  will  move  across 
the  country,  via  Limestone  Eidge,  until  it  reaches  the  dirt  road  that 
leads  from  Clifton  to  Winchester,  when  it  will  move  up  that  road  to 
the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek,  opening  communication  with  the  right 
of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  will  be  at  or  near  the  crossing  of  Oi)equon 
Creek,  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike. 

YIII.  The  general  commanding  especially  requires  of  General  Tor¬ 
bert  that  he  threaten  the  road  from  Winchester  to  Strasburg,  and  as¬ 
certain  if  possible  if  there  are  any  movements  from  Winchester  up  the 
Yalley,  and  report  fully  all  information  obtained. 

IX.  In  the  parallel  movement  of  the  corps  to-morrow,  corps  com¬ 
manders  will  keep  open  communication  with  each  other,  and  in  case  of 
being  engaged  Avith  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  Opequon  Creek,  they  will 
close  in  to  the  right  in  line  of  battle. 

X.  The  transportation  permitted  by  General  Orders,  No.  2,  AAill  be 
subject  to  orders  of  corps  commanders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTII, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  ^taff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
llarpeCs  Ferry^  August  10,  1864.  (Deceived  8.50  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Auour, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washmgton  : 

Send  the  balance  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  now  in  Washington 
to  Harper’s  Ferry.  Direct  Geuei'al  Grover  to  i-eport  his  arrival  to  me 
here  by  letter. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Ceneral. 
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Hai^per’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  10^  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.10  a.  iii.) 


Maj.  Gen.  0.  C.  AiiauR, 

Washington,  I).  C.: 

General  Sheridan  has  ordered  concentration  of  the  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry  at  Muddy  Brandi  to  picket  the  river  from  Monocacy  to  Wash¬ 
ington.  The  river  is^well  guarded  from  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  to 
Harper’s  Ferry.  Lowell  has  been  attached  (commanding  a  brigade) 
to  Torbert’s  division.  He  carries  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry 
with  him.  General  Sheridan  desires  Wilson’s  division  to  organize  and 
move  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  leave  here  at  1  p.  m.  to-day.  Captain 
Melvin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  left  here  in  charge  of  the  office — 
headquarters  Middle  Military  Division.  General  Weber  in  command 
of  defenses  of  Harper’s  Ferry. 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Lieutenant- Colo7iel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  August  10,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  ^taff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  last  evening’s 
report  the  following  wounded  from  the  disaster  at  Fairfax  Station  have 
been  brought  in :  Thirteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  fivej  Sixteenth  New 
York  Cavalry,  three.  Five  men  are  known  to  have  been  killed,  but 
their  regiment  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  they  were  buried  before  our 
relieving  party  reached  them.  Capt.  »L  H.  Fleming,  Sixteenth  New 
Y^ork  Cavalry,  in  command,  Avas  killed.  His  body  was  found  by  the 
roadside,  strix)ped  of  much  of  its  clothing,  and  was  brought  into  camp 
last  evening  and  buried  this  morning  in  the  old  church  yard  at  Falls 
Church.  Captain  McMenamin,  Thirteenth  N  ew  York ’Cavalry,  had  three 
balls  through  his  clothing  and  a  slight  skin  wound  in  the  knee.  A  full 
report  of  the  affair  will  be  sent  to-morrow.  Nothing  has  been  heard 
from  a  jiarty  of  thirty  men  sent  to  Leesburg  on. Sunday  last,  and  noth¬ 
ing  from  the  party  sent  to  reconnoiter  in  vicinity  of  Goose  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  liixteenth  New  YorJc  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  10,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
this  corps  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  to-morrow  at  5  a.  m.  Special 
instruction  in  regard  to  the  movement  ivill  be  sent  to-night,  as  soon  as 
received  from  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

August  lOy  1864, 

1.  All  commanders  will  liabitiially  remain  Avitli  their  division,  hrigade, 
or  regiment,  as  the  case  may  be,  on  the  march  and  in  camp,  and  not 
leave  them  except  upon  permission  from  the  corps  commander,  approved 
by  the  intermediate. 

2.  The  habitual  order  of  march,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  will  be  to 
march  one  hour  and  halt  ten  minutes,  and  whenever  a  halt  is  made 
regiments  of  each  brigade  will  double  uj)  in  parallel  columns  and  the 
ambulances,  artillery,  and  wagons  will  habitually  go  into  park  to  the 
right  or  left  of  the  road  if  practicable,  the  object  being  to  shorten  the 
distance  between  the  rear  and  head  of  the  column. 

3.  Whenever  convenient  the  troops,  instead  of  being  marched  upon 
the  dusty  road,  will  be  marched  upon  the  right  and  left  of  the  road, 
and  a  staff  officer  will  precede  each  column  with  instructions  to  have 
all  obstructions  removed. 

4.  Whenever  a  fordable  stream  is  to  be  crossed  the  men  will  be 
marched  directly  through  without  breaking  steii  or  column. 

5.  Canteens  Avill  be  habitually  filled  in  the  morning  before  starting 
on  a  march  and  at  the  noon  halt. 

0.  Division  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory : 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKED, 
Assistan  t  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  lOy  1861 — 11,30  p.  m, 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  BrigadCy  Third  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  You  will  detail  two  squadrons  of  your  command  to  move 
at  once  as  far  as  Great  Falls,  where  they  will  find  pontoon-boats,  which 
they  will  escort  by  the  line  of  the  canal  to  Berlin  or  Harper’s  Ferry. 
The  escort  will  there  rejoin  the  division  at  or  near  Major-General  Sher¬ 
idan’s  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson:  ' 

L.  SIEBEBT, 
Assistant  A(ljutant-  General. 


(A^mberland,  August  10 y  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Duffie, 

Hancock  : 

It  is  rumored  that  our  trooi)s  occupy  Martinsburg.  Will  you  send  a 
cavalry  scout  via  Cherry  Eun  to  Hedgesville  and  ascertain  if  this  is  so. 
I  wish  to  send  down  the  timbers  and  a  force  to  repair  Back  Creek 
bridge  if  Martinsburg  is  occupied. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  Aufivst  10, 1864. 

Brigadier- General  Averell: 

Your  dispatcli  concerning  men  with  General  Kelley  and  notification 
of  the  capture  of  Major  Green,  chief  engineer,  General  Early’s  staff, 
received.  Your  report  of  engagement  with  IVIcCausland  and  Johnson 
was  received.  General  Kelley  has  been  ordered  to  send  the  400  men 
of  Eighth  Ohio  back  to  your  command. 

J.  W.  FOKSYTH, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief'  of  flta  f'. 


[Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division,] 

August  10,  1864. 

General  Averell: 

I  have  directed  General  Torbert  to  move  to  the  Front  Eoyal  pike 
to-night;  Lowell’s  brigade  to  Summit  Point.  The  infantry  I  will  move 
to  Summit  Point  and  Berryville.  1  send  out  Captain  O’Keeffe,  of  my 
staff*,  to  see  you.  Give  him  all  the  items. 

Yours,  truly, 

P.  H.  SHEBIDAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hancock,  August  10,  1864 — 9.20  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Scout  from  Hedgesville  has  just  returned.  The  enemy  left  that  place 
yesterday,  and  they  informed  the  citizens  that  they  were  going  direct 
to  Winchester.  Citizens  report  that  the  enemy  left  Martin sburg  this 
a.  m.  for  Winchester.  Will  send  scout  up  Back  Creek  Valley  to  Mar- 
tinsburg  grade,  then  toward  [sie],  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  ]*eport  in 
the  morning. 

HENRY  N.  HARRISON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


New  Creek,  August  10,  1864. 

(Received  Cumberland  8.15  p.  m.) 

General  B.  F.  Kelley: 

Scouting  party  has  just  returned  from  within  four  miles  of  Romney. 
They  could  learn  of  no  enemy  there  or  in  that  region. 

ROBT.  STEVENSON, 

Colonel. 


Cumberland,  August  10,  1864. 

Colonel  Stevenson, 

Neiv  Creeh: 

Send  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  West  Virginia,  with  a  squad  of 
cavalry,  on  a  scout  to  Greenland  Gap.  Direct  them  to  take  five  days’ 
rations. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  ptrst  Separate  Brig.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Relay  House,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Angnst  10,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  Lynde  Catlin, 

Assistant  Inspector  General,  Eighth  Army  Corps  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  loca¬ 
tion,  condition,  &c.,  of  the  various  organizations  of  the  First  Separate 
Brigade,  consisting  of  six  comiianies  of  the  First  Begimeiit  Eastern 
Shore  Maryland  Volunteers,  eight  companies  of  Eleventh  Maryland 
Infantry,  five  companies  Ninety-third  New  York  State  National  Guard, 
One  hundred  and  ninety-fifth  Eegirnent  (Pennsylvania)  Volunteers, 
detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  One  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  Ohio  State  National  Guard;  Company  F,  One  hundred  and 
forty-fourth  Ohio  State  National  Guard;  Company  A,  First  New  Jer¬ 
sey  State  Militia;  detachment  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry;  detachment 
First  Delaware  Cavalry,  and  Bank’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery.  These 
troops  are  distributed  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail- 
road  as  follows :  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Belay  House,  brigade 
headquarters.  Fort  Dix,  Company  A,  First  New  Jersey  Militia,  76. 
Belay  House,  five  companies  Ninety-third  New  York  State  National 
Guard,  193;  two  sections  Battery  H,  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  80; 
detachment  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth  Ohio  National  Guard,  28.  Fort  Dix,  detachment  Eighth  and 
Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  29.  Annapolis  Junction  (Washing¬ 
ton  Branch),  Coinjiany  F,  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Ohio  State 
National  Guard,  72.  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Elysville,  detach¬ 
ment  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Ohio  State  National  Guard,  60. 
Mount  Airy,  five  companies  Eleventh  Maryland  Infantry,  327.  Mon¬ 
rovia,  three  companies  and  headquarters  Eleventh  Maryland  Infautry, 
137;  detachment  First  Delaware  Cavalry,  202.  Mouocacy  Junction, 
One  hundred  and  ninety-fifth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  860; 
six  comtjanies  First  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Volunteers,  431;  detach¬ 
ment  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  128;  one  section  Battery  H,  Third  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Artillery,  45. 

These  detachments  are  all  in  good  order,  considering  that  they  are 
nearly  all  new  troops  and  their  term  of  service  is  so  short,  but  they  are 
very  deficient  in  drill  and  under  poor  discipline.  This  is  owing,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  the  detached  condition  of  the  command,  and  also  to 
the  officers,  who  are  not  at  all  well  instructed  in  their  duties.  This  is 
not  the  case  with  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  First  Delaware  Cavalry, 
Bank’s  battery,  and  First  Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Volunteers.  These 
troops  are  well  organized  and  able  to  perform  good  service.  The  hos¬ 
pital  department  of  the  various  detachments  is  in  bad  condition,  there 
not  being  sufficient  medical  officers  to  give  proper  attention  to  the  sick. 
Since  last  report  Bank’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery.  One  hundred  ami 
ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  detachment  of  First  Delaware 
Cavalry  have  been  assigned  to  the  command.  Captain  McNnlty,  Avith 
detachment  of  First  and  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Hunter.  The  general  commanding 
is  constantly  engaged  visiting  the  detachments,  i)aying  every  attention 
to  their  wants,  and  using  every  endeavor  to  bring  the  troops  to  a  proper 
degree  of  discipline  and  drill. 

I  am,  colonel,  Avith  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  I.  I).  WEBB, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General. 
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Monocacy  Bridge,  August  10^  1864. 

Major-General  Wallace: 

The  only  troops  at  Belay  House  that  can  be  used  to  relieve  the  New 
Jersey  men  are  the  Ninety-third  New  York.  Shall  I  direct  them  to 
garrison  the  fort  or  send  a  company  from  here'?  Bumors  of  rebels,  but 
our  scouts  have  seen  none  for  past  two  days.  Will  you  send  the  two 
companies  of  Eleventh  Maryland  now  in  Baltimore  to  Monrovia?  I 
think  that  post  should  be  strengthened.  I  will  name  an  officer  to¬ 
morrow  for  Twelfth  Maryland.  They  should  be  stationed  at  Hood’s  Mill. 

E.  B.  TYLEB, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Baltimore,  August  10,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler, 

Monocacy  Bridge,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad: 

If  you  can  spare  a  company  send  it  to  Fort  Dix;  if  not,  put  in  some 
of  the  Ninety-third  New  York,  and  send  a  competent  officer  to  com¬ 
mand.  Will  try  and  send  you  the  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh 
Maryland.  The  Twelfth  Maryland  is  nearly  ready  to  move. 

By  command,  &c. : 

SAME.  B.  LAWBENOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  199.  \  Baltimore,  August  10,  1864. 

1.  Paragraph  10,  Special  Orders,  No.  198,  headquarters  Middle  Depart¬ 
ment,  is  hereby  revoked.  The  One  hundred  and  ninety- third  Begiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia  (100-days’  service).  Col.  John  B.  Clark 
commanding,  will  continue  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 
commanding  Third  Separate  Brigade. 

2.  In  accordance  with  order  from  the  War  Department  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-second  Begiuient  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia  (100- 
days’  service),  Col.  W.  B.  Thomas  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route  at 
once  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio. 
The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transporta¬ 
tion.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

#***##* 

6.  Company  A,  Second  Delaware  Cavalry  (thirty-days’  service),  Capt. 
Bobert  Milligan  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route  witliout  delay  to 
march  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  to  report  to  Maj.  H.  B.  Judd,  commanding 
at  that  post,  there  to  be  mustered  out  and  paid  off  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service,  in  accordance  with  the  mustering  regulations  of 
the  army.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution 
of  this  order. 

*  *  *  #  ■  #  #  * 

8.  The  Fifth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  G. 
H.  Peirson  commanding,  is  hereby  transferred  from  the  Third  Separate 
Brigade  to  the  Second  Separate  Brigade,  and  will  report  to  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen,  W,  W,  Morris,  without  delay. 
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9.  Company  A,  First  Kew  Jersey  State  Militia  (thirty-days’  service), 
Oapt.  K.  H.  Lee  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  thereto  be  mustered  out  and  paid 
off  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  in  accordance  with  the 
mustering  regulations  of  the  army.  The  quartermaster’s  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Brig.  Cen.  E.  B.  Tyler  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

#  *  *  *  #  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAME.  B.  LAWBENCE, 
Assistant  AdjutaM- General. 


General  J.  B.  Fry, 

Frovost-Marslial-  General : 


Boston,  August  10,  1861. 

(Beceived  3.30  p.  m.) 


General  Fix  has  requested  me  to  keej)  the  forts  in  Boston  Harbor  and 
our  other  ports  on  the  coast  fully  garrisoned.  For  this  purpose  fourteen 
companies  are  required.  Since  the  withdrawal  of  the  heavy  artillery 
they  have  been  garrisoned  by  three-months’  militia,  who  no  sooner 
become  accustomed  to  their  duties  than  they  are  discharged.  I  desire 
authority  to  recruit  fourteen  companies  of  volunteers  for  one  year  on 
the  same  terras  that  one-year  regiments  were  authorized,  said  conq)anies 
for  service  at  these  posts. 

JOHI^  A.  ABDBEW, 

Governor  of  Massachusetts. 


City  Point,  A^a.,  August  11,  1864. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  TFur  : 

I  think  it  but  a  just  reward  for  services  already  rendered  that  General 
Sherman  be  now  apijointed  a  major-general,  AV.  S.  Hancock  and  Sher¬ 
idan  brigadiers  in  the  Begular  Army.  There  are  three  vacancies  for 
major-generals  and  one  for  brigadier-general  and  Sherman’s  promotion 
wonld  make  the  second.  All  these  officers  have  proven  their  worthi¬ 
ness  for  this  advancement.  I  would  also  recommend  the  promotion  of 
Brigadier- General  Mower  to  fill  the  vacant  volunteer  major-generalshq> 
that  would  thus  be  created. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

IAeu,tena7it-  General. 


[August  11,  1<S()4. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  rex)orting  operations, 
&c.,  see  p.  17.J 


Circular.]  Headquarters  AIiddle  AIilitary  Division, 

On  Opequon  Greek,  August  11,  1864. 
Corj)S  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Further  special  instiaictions 
will  be  sent  to  them  during  the  night. 

By  command  of  Alajor-General  Sheridan  : 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 
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Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  Oeneral’s  Office, 

No.  266.  )  Washington^  August  11,  1864, 

1.  Batteries  A  and  F,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  now  serving  in  the 
Department  of  Washington,  will  be  temporarily  consolidated  and 
remounted.  The  commanding  general  Department  of  Washington  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  11,  1864. 

The  corps  will  move,  left  in  front,  precisely  at  5  o’clock  this  a.  m.,  in 
the  following  order — first.  First  Division;  second,  Second  Division; 
third,  Keserve  Artillery;  fourth,  Third  Division;  fifth,  transportation 
allowed — on  the  pike,  in  front  of  which  the  troops  now  are,  until  it 
arrives  at  a  point  where  that  pike  intersects  the  Berry ville  pike.  It 
will  then  oblique  and  cross  the  fields  until  it  reaches  the  pike  leading 
from  Berryville  to  Winchester,  then  up  that  pike  to  the  crossing  of 
Oliequon  Creek.  If  the  enemy’s  infantry  is  encountered  on  this  latter 
pike  it  will  be  driven  across  the  creek  and  the  crossing  secured. 

General  Bussell  will  throw  out  strong  advance  guards  and  flankers, 
and  General  Bicketts  will  detail  a  force  sufficient  to  guard  the  trains. 
The  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  corps  officer  of  the  day  in  time 
to  join  their  respective  divisions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  PIeadquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  11,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  post  such  pickets  as  maybe  necessary  for 
their  security  on  the  side  toward  Opequon  Creek,  and  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions  will  also  picket  on  their  flank.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Third  Division  will  send  one  regiment  on  the  Millwood 
and  Winchester  pike  to  picket  that  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  11.  WHITTELSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Auffust  11^  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry,  &c. : 

General  :  General  Crook’s  command  lias  been  ordered  to  Parkins’ 
upper  mill,  on  the  Pront  Eoyal  road.  The  Mneteenth  Army  Corps 
will  also  follow.  Push  your  cavalry  out  toward  Stephens  City,  if  it 
can  be  done  without  fighting  infantry,  watching  out  well  down  the 
Pront  Eoyal  road,  as  some  of  our  trains  will  be  parked  at  White  Post. 
If  General  Custer  should  be  pressed,  General  Crook  will  go  to  his  sup¬ 
port  after  he  reaches  the  Millwood  pike.  The  Sixth  Army  Corps  will 
move  over  to  the  Millwood  pike.  Colonel  Lowell’s  cavalry  will  move 
on  Winchester.  The  major-general  commanding  will  be  with  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  POESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Merritt: 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  11,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 


I  do  not  think  it  best  to  go  beyond  the  Pront  Eoyal  pike,  for  there 
is  a  good  force  of  infantry  in  front  of  Custer,  and  they  would  move 
down  and  cut  you  off.  If  possible  occupy  the  pike  and  send  up  a  party 
toward  Winchester,  and  if  they  can  get  about  three  [miles]  from  the 
Double  toll-gate,  it  might  warrant  sending  a  small  party  toward  New¬ 
town.  Send  me  back  now  about  every  fifteen  minutes  how  things  are 
going.  There  is  firing  with  Custer,  but  he  has  sent  no  report.  I  have 
directed  liim  not  to  engage  their  infantry  till  I  can  hear  from  you. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


General  Merritt: 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  11,  1864 — 11.15  p.  m. 


I  will  withdraw  all  of  Custer’s  except  one  regiment.  General  Crook’s 
infantry  will  go  out  on  the  road  you  are  on.  The  head  of  the  column 
is  about  a  mile  from  this  pike.  Do  not  allow  them  to  turn  you.  If  you 
have  to  fall  back,  come  back  on  the  road  you  went  out  on.  I  send  you 
the  last  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan.* 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


*  See  Forsyth  to  Torbert,  1  p.  ni.,  second,  ante. 
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August  11,  18()1 — 8.30  a.  m. 

B  rigadier-  Gen  era!  M  errit  t  , 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  1  met  tLe  rebel  i)ickets  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and 
drove  them  in.  We  are  skirmishing  through  the  woods,  but  the  rebels 
are  retreating  toward  Newtown.  Twenty-nine  wagons  loaded  with 
harvest  passed  here  for  NevTown  early  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

PI  OESNOLA, 

Colone^  Fourth  Neiv  York  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  First  New  York  Dragoons, 

August  11,  1864. 

Capt.  William  H.  H.  Emmons, 

~  Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade: 

Cap^j'Ain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  met  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  which  I  judge  to  be  about  1,000  strong.  Have  driven  them 
thus  far,  but  it  is  hard  work.  They  are  both  mounted  and  dismounted, 
and  the  sound  of  drums  can  be  distinctly  heard.  My  whole  force  is 
in,  and  they  extend  beyond  both  my  flanks.  My  scouts  report  the  rear 
of  a  force  on  my  left  moving  up  the  valley.  I  judge  that  I  am  about 
one  mile  from  Newtown. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

RUFUS  SCOTT, 

Major,  Commanding  First  New  York  Dragoons. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Ditision, 

August  11,  1864. 

Colonel  CesnolA: 

Instead  of  moving  to  Newtown,  as  directed  in  verbal  instructions, 
you  will  go  to  White  Post  and  halt  with  your  main  command,  sending 
a  reconnaissance  to  the  Front  Royal  and  Winchester  pike.  Remain  at 
White  Post  until  further  orders,  sending  in  frequent  written  repcrts. 
Resiiectfully, 

W.  IMERRITT, 

Brigadier- Genera ?,  Commanding. 


While  at  White  Post  look  well  to  youi-  flank  in  the  direction  of  the 
mountains — Millwood. 

Respectfully, 


W.  MERRITT, 

Briga  dier-  General. 


Hancock,  Md.,  August  11,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsa'th, 

Chief  of  Staff,  HarjjeYs  Ferry : 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  all  officers  and  men  of  my  division  at 
or  near  Harper’s  Ferry  to  this  point,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  equip¬ 
ments  in  wagons'?  I  can  procure  horses  here.  They  could  also  bring 
the  Spencer  carbines  for  my  division.  Answer. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Hancock,  Md.,  Amjuat  11,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumherland : 

General  Sheridan  has  directed  tl»e  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  at 
Beverly  to  join  my  command.  Will  you  please  hasten  them  forward 
as  rapidly  as  possible  and  inform  me  how  soon  they  can  be  here. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  11,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Averell, 

Hancoclc : 

General  Sheridan  certainly  did  not  understand  the  importance  of 
guarding  the  Cheat  Mountain  pass,  or  he  would  not  have  exposed  the 
people  of  West  Virginia  to  the  incursions  of  guerrillas  and  robbers  by 
ordering  away  the  Eighth  Ohio  without  giving  me  some  troops  to  take 
their  place.  I  have  remonstrated  against  the  execution  of  the  order, 
asking  that  it  may  be  suspended  for  the  present. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Kew  Creek,  [August]  11,  1864. 

Capt.  Will  Rumsey, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Got  all  off  but  the  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania,  which  will  go  in  the 
morning.  Battery  will  go  to-day.  Will  go  down  myself.  ^7ill  leave 
Morris  liere. 

T.  GIBSOK 

Major. 


Hancock,  Md.,  August  11,  1864. 

Captain  Roy  all,  U.  S.  Army, 

Harrisburg,  Fa.  : 

Please  send  all  officers  and  men  with  you  of  the  First,  Second,  and 
Third  Virginia,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania,  Eighth  Ohio,  First  Kew 
York,  and  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania,  mounted  and  dismounted, 
at  once  to  Hancock,  Md.  Answer,  Where  is  Brown  and  train? 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

-  Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Reserve  Cavalry  Camp, 
Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  August  11,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  Iliaveatlast  succeeded  in  learning  the  wliereabouts  of 
the  division  since  the  late  engagement  at  Moorefield,  and  send  this 
through  by  special  courier  to-night  to  try  and  find  you.  I  am,  by  a 
temporary  order  from  General  Sheridan,  commanding  all  the  reserve 
mounted  and  the  dismounted  men  of  his  military  division  encamping 
in  Pleasant  Valley,  but  have  permission  to  join  the  forces  in  the  field 
on  your  arrival  here.  The  command  is  growing  to  be  a  very  large  one 
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and  tlie  duties  very  laborious.  Everything*  ])ertainiug'  to  our  division 
here  is  mounted,  armed,  and  equipped,  ready  to  take  the  field,  this 
being  the  only  mounted  command  here.  There  are  some  200  men  in 
all.  Lieutenant  Torbit  [?],  Third  Virginia,  has  just  reported  with  120 
mounted  men  from  Carlisle  in  addition  to  the  previous  number,  and  I 
will  have  him  fitted  for  the  field  to-morrow  morning.  He  reports  Major 
Hambletou,  Second  Virginia,  with  400  dismounted  men,  on  the  road  here 
from  Hagerstown.  Our  division  train  is  at  Grreeiicastle.  Major  Gar¬ 
land  [?]  goes  to-morrow  morning  to  bring  it  jiere.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blakely,  with  200  mounted  men,  is  with  General  Merritt,  ready  to  join 
you  on  your  arrival  there,  i^^orth  is  here,  but  goes  away  for  ordnance 
to-morrow  noon.  General  Sheridan  is  between  Charlestown  and  Berry- 
ville,  and  expects  an  engagement  to-morrow.  Buffie  is  at  Halltown 
to-night.  He  says  you  gobbled’^  some  of  his  men. 

I  have  labored  very  hard,  general,  since  my  absence,  but  in  all  my 
labors  have  had  an  eye  single  to  our  division.  It  has  been  well  cared 
for  and  fitted  out.  Please  send  me  any  Avord  or  instructions  in  advance 
of  your  arrival.  I  hope  to  join  you  here. 

I  am,  general,  A^ery  resj^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Colonel. 


Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harperls  Ferry^  V«.,  August  11,  1864 — 12  m. 

(Received  2.10  p.  m.) 

Capt.  E.  B.  Parsons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

Sir  :  I  have  information,  from  a  source  always  found  reliable,  that 
re-enforcements  under  Hill  and  Longstreet  are  within  five  days’  march 
of  Early’s  present  position,  moving  up  the  Valley;  that,  if  attacked, 
Early  proposes  to  show  fight  and  retire  until  a  junction  can  be  formed 
with  the  advancing  forces.  Mosby  is  already  between  Harper’s  Perry 
and  your  command,  and  last  night  captured  and  paroled  the  Tribune 
correspondent,  as  he  reports. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBER, 
Brigadier -General. 


Cumberland,  August  11,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Harper^ s  Ferry : 

Your  telegram  dated  yesterday  just  received.  I  respectfully  repre¬ 
sent  that  the  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  at  Beverly  are  holding 
the  Cheat  Mountain  pass,  and  if  withdrawn  will  leave  the  region  west 
of  this  point  open  to  the  incursion  of  guerrilla  bands.  I  therefore  ask 
that  the  order  be  suspended  until  a  force  can  be  had  to  relieve  this 
detachment. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Baltimore,  August  11^  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

A  scout  named  Marsli,  sent  out  by  Brigadier- General  Tyler,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  Virginia  and  reports  as  follows :  The  enemy  came  30,000 
strong.  They  now  have  15,000  cavalry,  the  latter  under  General 
Vaughn.  The  officers  and  men  he  saw  knew  of  no  re-enforcements. 
He  barings  a  rebel  flag,  taken  while  in  the  mountains  near  them.  The 
divisions  of  the  enemy  are  commanded  by  Ramseur,  Rodes,  Gordon, 
Breckinridge,  and  Vaughn.  Breckinridge  has  but  5,000  men.  Marsh 
will  be  able  to  report  the  condition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
He  brought  four  deserters  from  the  rebels  with  him  and  delivered  them 
to  General  Duffie.  Thinking  him  reliable  I  have  sent  him  to  Major- 
General  Sheridan. 

LEW.  WALLACE, 

Major- General j  Commanding. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  August  11,  1864. 

(Received  li.30  a.  m.) 

Major  Vincent: 

The  One  hundred  and  ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia  Volunteers 
left  at  7  p.  m.  yesterday  for  Chicago,  Ill. 

LEW.  WALLACE, 

Major-  General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  August  11,  1864. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 

Major  Vincent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

The  One  hundred  and  ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  Sixtieth 
Massachusetts  Militia  left  this  a.  m.  at  8  o’clock.  The  One  hundred 
and  ninety-second  Pennsylvania  Militia  will  leave  at  12  m.  to-day. 

LEW.  WALLACE. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  200.  (  -  Baltimore,  August  11,  1864. 

******* 

7.  Companies  E  and  H,  Eleventh  Maryland  Infantry,  will  be  put  en 
route  without  delay  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler,  at  Monrovia, 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  They  will  be  supplied  with  sixty  rounds 
of  cartridges  per  man  and  three  days’  rations.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Brig.  Gen.  H. 
H.  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrishtirg^  Pa.^  Angust  11,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  The  day  I  left  this  place  for  Pittsburg,  August  1, 1  created 
the  District  of  the  Brandywine,  which  included  from  the  Cumberland 
Valley  to  Philadelphia,  and  assigned  General  Cadwalader  to  the  com¬ 
mand.  The  emergency  having  passed,  it  seems  proper,  together  with 
other  reasons,  to  discontinue  that  district,  but  before  doing  so  I  would 
like  to  know  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  War  Department  to  continue 
General  Cadwalader  in  command  of  defenses  of  Harrisburg.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for  his  being  here  now,  although  it  is 
perfectly  agreeable  for  me  to  have  him.  My  opinion  is  that  after  the 
district  is  broken  up  he  would  prefer  returning  to  Philadelphia,  where, 
in  my  opinion,  his  presence  is  demanded. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Dejgartment. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  11,  1864. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  1).  C.: 

Colonel:  I  respectfully  state,  in  consequence  of  being  absent  at 
Chambersburg  and  McConnellsburg,  I  did  not  see  the  message*  of  His 
Excellency  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  Pennsylvania,  until  this  evening.  Therein  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  me  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Harrisburg, 
July  22,  1864,  which  came  into  the  Governors  possession  and  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  this  manner :  He  applied  for  a  copy  of  my  communication  to 
the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  organizing  the  border  militia.  I  tele¬ 
graphed  to  Maj.  John  S.  Schultze,  assistant  adjutant- general,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 


PiTTSBUKG,  August  4,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

Major  Schultze, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Harrisburg : 

Give  the  Governor  a  copy  of  niy  letter  or  plan  to  organize  the  militia  of  the  border 
counties  with  his  indorsement. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  as  above  was  sent  to  him  by  mistake,  as  accom¬ 
panying  the  plan  with  his  indorsement,  when  only  the  plan  was 
intended  to  have  been  furnished.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me,  as 
my  official  letters  and  reports  to  the  War  Department  are  never  given 
to  any  parties. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

ATajor- General,  Commanding  Department. 

*  Ante,  p.  751. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Augunt  1864 — .9  a.  m. 

(Keceived  7  p.  m.) 


Major  General  Halleck, 

Washington^  1).  C.  : 


Inform  Sheridan  that  it  is  now  certain  two  divisions  of  infantry  have 
gone  to  Pearly  and  some  cavaliy  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  This 
movement  commenced  last  Saturday  night.  He  must  be  cautious  and 
act  now  on  the  defensive  until  movements  here  force  them  to  detach  to 
send  this  way.  Early’s  force,  with  this  increase,  cannot  exceed  40,000, 
but  this  is  too  much  for  Sheridan  to  attack.  Send  Sheridan  the  re¬ 
maining  brigade  of  the  Nineteenth  Corjis.  I  have  ordered  to  Wash¬ 
ington  all  the  100-days’  men.  Their  time  will  soon  be  out,  but  for  the 
present  they  will  do  to  stand  in  the  defenses.* 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  1. 


City  PoiN'r,  August  12,  1864 — 7  y.  m. 

(Received  1 1  ]).  in.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

I  get  constant  reports  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to 
land  arms  at  Point  Lookout  to  arm  the  prisoners  confined  there  to  aid 
their  escape.  I  do  not  think  the  plan  very  feasible,  but  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  advisable  that  they  should  all  be  removed  to  places  farther  north 
and  more  secure. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Li  eii  ten  ant -General. 


[August  12,  18()4. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporring  oi)eratious, 
see  p.  IS. I 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

On  Opequon  Creek,  August  12,  1864. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  of  the  command  at 
5  a.  m.  to-day : 

General  Wright  will  order  one  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  via  the 
Millwood  pike  to  Winchester,  to  occupy  that  place  until  the  arrival  of 
the  trains.  The  cavalry  will  follow  up  the  enemy  via  Stephensburg  and 
Middletown,  and  will  annoy  the  enemy  and,  if  possible,  get  in  his  rear 
and  destroy  his  trains,  &c. 

The  command  of  General  Crook  will  move  to  Middletown  and  follow 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  attacking  his  rear  should  occasion  offer  and 
driving  him  down  the  Valley. 

The  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  will  move  from  its  present  camp,  follow¬ 
ing  the  command  of  General  Crook  to  Middletown,  taking  position, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  on  the  left  of  the  Strasburg  pike. 

The  Sixth  Army  Corjis  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps  as  far  as  the  Front  Royal  pike,  thence  move  via  Stephensburg 
to  Middletown  and  go  into  i)osition,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  on  the 
right  of  the  Strasburg  pike. 


As  (jiioted  by  Sheridan,  seii  }».  48. 
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(leiieral  Crook  will  advance  as  far  as  Cedar  Creek,  go  into  position, 
and  await  the  arrival  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  at  Mid¬ 
dletown. 

General  Torbert  will -send  out  strong  parties  in  the  direction  of  Front 
Koyal,  the  town  of  Cedar  Creek,  and  Fawcett’s  Gap,  and  obtain  infor¬ 
mation  in  regard  to  the  enemy’s  movements.  The  trains  of  the  com¬ 
mand  will  be  moved  to  Stei)hensburg  after  all  the  troops  have  jmssed, 
and  await  the  orders  of  the  corps  commander's. 

The  headquarters  of  the  commanding  general  will  be  with  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  Atigust  12,  1864. 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding : 

General:  Major-General  Halleck  directs  that  you  order  the  divis¬ 
ion  of  the  Nineteenth  Coiqis,  General  Grover  commanding,  to  join  the 
command  of  General  Sheridan  by  way  of  Snicker’s  Gap. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


Cedar  Creek,  W.  Va.,  August  12,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  8  p.  m.  14th.) 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  ^Vashington: 

The  major-general  commanding  has  ordered  all  the  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry  now  serving  in  the  Middle  Department  to  concentrate  at 
Muddy  Branch  in  your  department.  General  Wallace  has  been 
ordered  to  send  them  there  Avithout  delay.  Collect  all  that  are  in  your 
department  at  the  same  point,  and  order  the  regiment  to  operate  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Potomac  and  Avell  ui)  toward  Middleburg,  making 
frequent  reports  of  any  reliable  information  that  they  obtain  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  any  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  to  exterminate  as  many  of 
Mosby’s  gang  as  they  can. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Point  of  Rooks,  August  12^  1864. 

(Received  Washington  2.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 

The  rebels,  not  over  400  strong,  still  continue  to  rob  the  Union  men 
of  Loudoun.  Can  you  not  send  that  cavalry  force  that  is  now  en¬ 
camped  in  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  to  Loudoun  County"?  Let  them 
subsist  off*  the  country.  Give  certificates  to  loyal  men,  but  none  to 
disloyal.  They  can  subsist  from  1,500  to  2,000  cavalry  for  one  or  two 
months,  or  j)erhaps  longer.  Provisions  for  men  are  not  so  identiful. 
The  Union  men  would  rather  your  cavalry  would  get  their  produce  for 
nothing  and  haul  it  rather  than  the  rebels  should  haA^e  it.  ‘  You  can 
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relieve  a  strictly  loyal  i^eople  who  will  ^ive  you  every  aid  in  their 
power  if  you  do  so.  Order  a  squad  of  the  Rangers  with  each  regiment. 
They  know  who  are  loyal  and  disloyal. 

JAS.  M.  DOWNEY. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Near  Falls  Ghurclij  Yc.,  August  12^  l'^64. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  scouting 
l^arty  sent  out  under  Major  Erazar  through  the  vicinity  of  Fairfax  Sta¬ 
tion,  Chantilly,  Herndon  Station,  Frying  Pan,  Dranesville,  &c.  They 
saw  no  force  of  the  enemy.  One  corporal  and  four  men,  selected  as 
scouts  to  go  above  Thoroughfare  Gap,  were  attacked  last  night  about 
Frying  Pan,  and  were  driven  back  to  camp.  Intelligence  has  been 
received  from  the  party  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Leesburg.  On  attempt¬ 
ing  to  return  they  found  the  fords  of  Goose  Creek  guarded  by  White’s 
and  Mosby’s  men,  and  they  turned  back  and  went  into  Point  of  Rocks. 
They  have  not  yet  returned  here,  but  will  be  in  to-day,  probably.  I 
beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  investigation, 
called  to  examine  into  the  facts  of  the  late  disaster  at  Fairfax  Station. 
I  have  to  say  that  since  the  necessity  has  existed  here  for  a  constant 
examination  of  the  country  toward  the  Rappahannock  and  Blue  Ridge 
in  at  least  two  directions  1  have  resorted  to  the  expedient  (in  the  entire 
absence  of  single  scouts  conversant  with  the  country)  of  sending  small 
parties  of  from  twenty-live  to  forty  men  each  to  obtain  the  information 
desired.  These  parties  have  always  been  instructed  to  move  at  night 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  the  desired  direction,  resting  by  day,  and 
concealing  themselves  from  any  force  unless  they  were  confident  of 
success  in  attacking  it.  I  have  also  set  aside  a  number  of  men  most 
conversant  with  the  country  as  scouts,  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible 
the  brigade  from  heavy  details  for  parties  of  observation.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  a  ttack  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  one  of  the  parties  had 
been  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Warrenton  and  the  Rappahannock,  and 
the  other  to  the  section  between  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  Aldie.  These 
parties  met  at  Fairfax  Station,  and  were  attacked  at  that  point  by  a 
force  not  equal  to  their  ou^n,  and  by  a  misapplication  of  their  Aveapons 
were  totally  routed.  While  the  proceedings  of  the  board  fully  detail 
the  disaster,  they  contain  much  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  men  of  the 
brigade,  rendered  very  severe  from  the  unusually  small  number  of 
men  for  duty.  I  inclose  a  statement,*  and  I  invite  your  attention  to 
it,  in  connection  with  the  accompanying  proceedings. 

The  scouting  parties  and  parties  of  observation  sent  out  have  been 
small  in  numbers  because  of  the  constant  demand  upon  the  men.  It 
is  certain  that  the  duty  assigned  to  this  command  cannot  be  done 
effectively  with  the  itresent  force.  A  small  scouting  party  sent  to 
Warrenton  and  the  Rappahannock  has  returned,  reporting  that  trains 
are  running  (irregularly,  however)  to  Culpeper.  No  increase  of  force 
is  beliet^ed  to  be  in  that  vicinity  that  heretofore  has  not  been  reported. 
Mosby’s  loss  at  Fairfax  Station  he  reported  at  Fairfax  Court-House  as 
being  one  lieutenant  and  two  men. 

Very  I’especffully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Neu'  York  Ciivalrg^  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 
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Washington,  1).  0.,  Angiint  13,  1864 — 3  i).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Barnes, 

Point  Loolcout : 

It  is  reported  that  arms  have  been  sent  from  Eichmond  to  some  points 
on  the  Potomac  or  bay  for  the  vise  of  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout,  and 
attempts  will  be  made  to  smuggle  them  across.  This  matter  should 
receive  vour  careful  attention. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  12,  1864 — 6.05  a.  m. 

This  command  will  move  at  once,  left  in  front,  in  rear  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Corps  as  far  as  the  Front  Eoyal  pike,  thence  via  Stephensburg 
to  Middletown,  and  go  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  Strasburg  pike. 
First,  Second  Division;  second,  Third  Division;  third,  artillery  in 
reserve,  and  trains;  fourth.  First  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Eussell,  commanding  First  Division,  will  order  one 
brigade  of  his  division,  via  the  Millwood  pike  to  Winchester,  to  occupy 
that  place  until  the  arrival  of  the  trains.  Pickets  will  be  withdrawn 
by  the  division  commanders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

^  C.  A.  WHITTTEE, 

31ajor  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Augxcst  12,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 

This  division  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  7.30  this  a.  m. 
Order  of  march :  Second  Brigade;  Captain  McCartney’s  battery;  First 
Brigade.  < 

The  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Edwards  commanding,  will  move  via  the 
Millwood  pike  to  Winchester,  to  occupy  that  place  until  the  arrival  of 
the  train.  The  troops  will  be  moved  left  in  front. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eussell : 

HENEY  E.  DALTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  12,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the 
army,  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  with  your  division, 
you  join  the  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan  by  the  way  of 
Snicker’s  Gap. 

I  am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  AVashington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Division^  Cavalry  Corps : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the 
army  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  in  readiness 
a  good  and  reliable  regiment  of  your  command  to  escort  Colonel  Chip- 
man,  aide-de-camp,  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Major-General  Sheridan. 
The  regiment  should  be  fully  provided  with  ammunition,  and,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  sufficient  must  be  taken  from  other  regiments  to  complete  its 
supply.  The  escort  will  take  the  shortest  route  to  and  through 
SnickeUs  Gap.  'Colonel  Chipman  will  reach  your  headquarters  this 
I),  m.,  and  it  is  desirable  that  there  be  no  delay  in  the  movement  of  the 
regiment  after  he  reports. 

I  am,  general,  very  res])ectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  12^  1864. 

The  command  will  move  out  on  the  road  toward  Washington  at  6.  p. 
m.  to-day  in  the  following  order :  First  Brigade,  General  McIntosh,  with 
Fitzhugh’s  battery,  ambulances,  ammunition,  forage,  and  subsistence 
trains ;  Second  Brigade,  General  Chapman,  with  Pennington’s  battery. 
Brigade  commanders  will  leave  responsible  officers  at  Camp  Stone- 
man  to  superintend  and  expedite  the  remounting  of  the  rest  of  the  dis¬ 
mounted  men  of  their  commands,  to  rejoin  the  division  with  these  de¬ 
tachments  as  soon  as  mounted.  One  officer  to  every  fifty  men  will  be 
sufificieut. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson  : 

L.  SIEBEET, 
Assistafi t  A djutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  12 j  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

The  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  precisely  7  this  p.  m.  in 
the  following  order:  first.  First  Brigade,  General  McIntosh,  with 
Fitzhugh’s  battery,  followed  by  the  ambulance,  ammunition,  forage, 
and  subsistence  trains;  second,  Second  Brigade,  General  Chapman,  with 
Pennington’s  t)attery.  All  men  not  fully  able  yet  to  march  with  the 
command  will  be  left  at  Camp  Stoneman,  under  charge  of  one  officer  to 
every  fifty  men.  They  will  expedite  the  remounting  and  equipping  of 
these  men  and  rejoin  the  command  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  line  of 
march  will  be  through  Washington,  over  the  Chain  Bridge,  to  Leesburg. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferral 

Harper^s  Ferry^  Va.^  August  12,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division: 

Sir:  Your  order  relating  to  tlie  repairing  of  the  telegraph  line  to 
Martinsburg  was  received.  Men  will  come  from  Baltimore  to-day  to 
replace  the  poles,  and  the  wires  will  be  here  to-morrow  morning.  The 
line  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  timber  for  the  railroad 
bridge  is  here,  and  the  bridge  will  be  in  working  order  to-morrow.  I 
shall  commence  repairing  the  pontoon  bridge  to-morrow,  and  afterward 
use  it  only  in  case  of  necessity.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  repair  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  between  here  and  Hancock'?  I  shall  put 
the  railroad  between  here  and  Halltown  in  repair  at  once,  as  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  army  to  draw  their  supplies  from  the  Ferry  proper, 
on  account  of  the  want  of  room  for  loading  the  teams.  The  train  can 
load  at  Halltown.  Can  I  be  informed  of  the  probable  number  of  horses 
for  which  the  post  quartermaster  will  be  called  upon  to  furnish  forage'? 
He  is  now  receiving  5,000  bushels  of  grain  daily,  and  that  number  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  calls  upon  him. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Baltimore,  August  12,  1864. 

(Eeceived  12.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Our  engineer,  who  visited  Harper’s  Ferry  at  6  last  p.  m.,  reports 
that  General  Weber  is  in  command  there.  Pickets  have  only  been 
sent  as  far  as  two  miles  west  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  General  Weber 
states  that  the  time  of  his  entire  force,  excepting  eighty  men,  namely, 
three  regiments  of  100-days’  men,  will  expire  on  Monday  next,  and  that 
he,  therefore,  will  have  no  power  to  protect  or  assist  in  reopening  the 
road.  The  time  of  the  chief  part  of  the  forces,  which  consist  of  100- 
days’  men,  under  General  Kelley,  at  Cumberland,  also  expires  in  a  few 
days.  I  have  ordered  men  and  materials  to  the  destroyed  portions  of 
the  road  east  and  west,  and  the  company  is  prepared  to  proceed  with 
the  rai)id  reconstruction  of  the  line  the  moment  the  requisite  military 
protection  is  afforded.  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  consist 
only  of  small  bands,  moving  rapidly  from  point  to  point  in  the  country 
betwixt  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Back  Creek.  1  trust  such  re-enforcements 
can  be  promptly  given  General  Kelley  as  will  restore  tqthe  Government 
and  the  country  at  an  early  period  the  great  advantage  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Eailroad.  1  hope  General  Sheridan  will  have  it  in  his  power 
to  detail  at  once  an  effective  force  for  this  purpose.  General  Averell 
is  reported  as  moving  with  his  cavalry  from  Cumberland  to  Harper’s 
Ferry  by  turnpike,  and  is  expected  to  arrive  at  the  latter  iioint  to-day 
or  to-morrow.  If  his  command  or  a  portion  of  it  could  be  used  to  take 
possession  of  Martinsburg  and  protect  the  neighboring  territory  the 
desired  objects  could  be  accomplished. 

J,  W.  GAEEETT, 

President, 
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Cumberland,  AiKjuHt  13,  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crook:  , 

The  term  of  service  of  all  the  troops  I  have  between  Piedmont  and 
Sleepy  Creek  expires  in  a  few  days,  except  small  detachments  of  the 
Sixth  and  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry.  Governor  Brough  is 
extremely  anxious  the  100-days’  men  be  promptly  sent  home.  Will  you 
send  troops  to  relieve  them?  I  would  prefer  Virginia  troops,  because 
of  their  acquaintance  with  the  people  and  the  geography  of  the  country. 
The  people  here  are  anxious  to  have  the  Second  Maryland  sent  back. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hancock,  August  12,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley  : 

Detachment  of  my  cavalry  in  Martinsburg  yesterday.  Enemy’s 
stragglers  retired  through  Bunker  Hill  day  before. 

W.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cumberland,  August  12,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell: 

Have  the  i)romise  that  everything  will  be  forwarded  to-day.  Shall 
remain  until  certain,  unless  you  order  me  to  Hancock. 

J.  A.  BYEES, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

Ko.  268.  )  Washington,  August  12,  1864. 

**##**# 

25.  Capt.  William  E.  Howe,  assistant'adjutant- general  of  volunteers, 
will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  Brigadier-General  Averell,  IT.  S. 
Volunteers,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

**###*# 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  201.  y  Baltimore,  August  12,  1864, 

1.  Capt.  T.  M.  Bartholomee,  commanding  detachment  Twelfth  Mary¬ 
land  Infantry  (100-days’  service),  is  hereby  ordered  to  put  his  command 
en  route  without  delay  to  proceed  to  Hood’s  Mills,  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad,  thereto  await  orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler,  commanding 
First  Separate  Brigade.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish 
the  necessary  transportation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWEl^lNCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

•  Harrhhurg,  Pa.^  Angu^i  12^  1864. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staf]  Washington,  ]>.  C.  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  interests  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  [require]  that  a  distrii't  should  he  formed  of  the  mountain  region, 
including  from  Cumberland  Talley  on  the  east  to  Laurel  Hill  on  the 
west.  Thejcivil  officers  in  the  lower  part  of  this  section  are  hostile  to 
the  Government,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants.  There 
are  other  reasons  purely  military  which  demand  it.  I  am  informed 
that  Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry,  of  General  Butler’s  command,  has  a  division, 
the  term  of  service  of  which  will  expire  this  month.  If  he  can  be  spared 
without  detriment  to  the  service  I  should  like  to  have  him;  if  not, 
please  send  me  an  officer  who  is  energetic,  temperate,  discreet,  and  AAuth 
good  common  sense.  Such  a  one  would  be  of  as  much  value  to  the 
country  on  this  duty  as  though  he  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  field. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

-  Alajor- General,  Commanding  Department. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  185.  )  Rarrishurg,  Pa.,  August  12,  1864. 

*  *  # 

4.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding 
Brandywine  District,  will  send  without  delay  one  company  of  100-days’ 
infantry  from  Ohambersburg,  Pa.,  to  Scranton,  Pa.,  with  orders  to 
report  to  Capt.  S^  N.  Bradford,  provost-marshal  Twelfth  Congressional 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  for  duty.  The  quartermaster’s  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

5.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding 
Brandywine  District,  will  send  without  delay  the  company  of  100-days’ 
infantry  now  at  Fort  Washington  to  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  with  orders 
to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart,  commanding  First  Battalion 
(100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at  that  place.  The  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

6.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding 
Brandy  wine  District,  will  send  without  delay  by  railroad  twelve  mounted 
men  with  their  horses,  under  command  of  a  reliable  non-commissioned 
officer,  from  Capt.  George  D.  Stroud’s  company  of  mounted  men  for 
100-days’  service  (now  at  Chambersburg),  with  orders  to  report  to  Capt. 
S.  N.  Bradford,  provost-marshal  Twelfth  Congressional  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  duty.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish 
the  necessary  transportation. 

7.  Capt.  C.  N.  Turnbull,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  having 
completed  the  duties  assigned  him  in  paragraph  1,  Special  Orders, 
No.  177,  from  these  headquarters,  dated  August  1,  1864,  is  hereby  re¬ 
lieved  from  duty  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Department  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna. 

* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Couch: 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

Cedar  Creek,  August  13,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m.  (Eeceivecl  14th.) 
Lieutenaiit-Geueral  Grant,  Citg  Point: 

I  was  unable  to  -get  south  of  Early,  but  Avill  i^usli  him  up  the  Valleys 
Keports  from  citizens  here,  Washington,  and  Harper’s  Ferry  report 
Loiigstreet’s  corps  coming  this  way  from  Staunton,  but  I  still  rely  on 
your  telegram  that  it  is  not  so.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Valley  but 
wheat  and  a  few  line  mules.  The  sum  total  of  all  Early’s  .transporta¬ 
tion  is  250  wagons.  He  has  not  sent  off  or  accumulated  any  supiilies. 
He  was  simply  living  off  the  country.  The  Sixth  Corps  now  occupies 
Strasburg. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  August  13,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  IGth.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Comdg.  Armies  of  the  United  States : 

Your  dispatch  of  August  12  received.*  At  the  time  the  Sixth  Army 
Corps  was  occupying  the  heights  of  Strasburg  the  enemy  had  taken 
position  about  three  miles  beyond  and  near  the  base  of  Signal  Mountain. 
It  did  not  appear  that  there  was  more  there  than  their  rear  guard,  with 
about  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  T  was  making  preparations  to  attack 
them  when  your  dispatch  arrived.  It  did  not  appear  as  though  they 
would  make  a  stand,  and  looked  more  like  an  invitation  for  me  to  fol¬ 
low  them  up.  I  did  not  think  it  best  to  do  so,  and  have  taken  position 
on  the  south  side  of  Cedar  Creek.  All  the  reports  that  I  hear,  and 
have  been  hearing  for  some  days,  confirm  your  telegram  that  Long- 
street  is  in  the  Valley,  and  that  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  is  making  its  way 
up  the  country  and  Avhen  last  heard  from  was  at  Orange  Court-House. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see,  there  is  not  a  military  position  in  this 
alley  south  of  the  Potomac.  The  position  here  is  a  very  bad  one,  as  T 
cannot  cover  Hie  numerous  roads  that  lead  in  on  both  of  my  flanks  to 
the  rear.  1  .An  not  aware  that  you  knew  where  my  command  Avas  when 
you  ordered  me  to  take  up  the  defensive.  I  should  very  much  like  to 
have  your  advice.  Early  accumulated  no  sujiplies  in  this  section  of  the 
Valley.  His  trains  were  very  much  magnified,  and  will  not  number 
more  than  250  wagons.  He  left  at  Winchester  about  seventy-five 
Avounded.  There  were  no  supplies  accumulated  there.  I  have  a  large 
number  of  100-days’  men  whose  terms  of  service  expire  in  a  few  days. 
Can  they  be  made  to  serve  for  a  longer  period  or  shall  I  alloAv  them  to 
lie  mustered  out?  Mosby  attacked  the  rear  of  my  train  this  morning, 
en  route  here  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  burned  six  wagons. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General. 

AVashinuton,  D.  C.,  August  13,  1864. 

(Via  Harper’s  Ferry.) 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  Wilson’s  cavalry  division  moved  out  eleven  miles  last  night. 
Grover’s  division,  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  will  move  to-day  by  Snick 
er’s  Gap. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


See  Grfint  to  Halleck,  9  a.  m.,  p.  775. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hd(^rs,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ko.  11.  (  Cedar  Ch'eek,  Fa.,  Atigust  13^  1864. 

Capt.  E.  V.  Sumner,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  special  inspector  of  cavalry 
for  Department  of  West  Virginia,  until  further  orders  will  make 
his  headquarters  at  Harper’s  Ferry  and  take  special  control  of  the 
mounted  cavalry  and  also  the  dismounted  cavalry,  or  that  portion 
of  it  which  in  his  opinion  should  he  remounted.  He  will  consult  with 
General  Weber,  commanding  post,  who  will  render  all  the  assistance 
necessary  to  fit  these  men  for  the  field.  He  wall  keep  as  many  officers 
at  the  dismounted  cami>  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
discipline  of  the  same,  and  order  all  other  ofiicers  and  men  to  join  tlieir 
regiments  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  General  Weber  will  forward  to  these 
headquarters  tri- weekly  reports  of  the  dismounted  camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

F.  B.  PABSONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military^  Division, 

Near  Cedar  Creek,  August  13,  1864. 

I.  On  the  arrival  of  the  army  trains  this  evening  corps  commanders 
will  have  the  trains  of  their  respective  commands  parked  in  rear  of 
their  corps. 

II.  As  soon  as  the  trains  arrive  corps  commanders  will  cause  three 
days’  rations  to  be  issued  to  their  commands,  which  must  last  four  days. 

III.  All  wagons  emptied  by  the  issue  of  supplies  will  be  loaded  at  the 
different  corps  headquarters  with  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  cor])s. 

IV.  The  wagons,  as  soon  as  the  sick  are  loaded,  will  be  moved  to  the 
rear  and  parked  preparatory. to  being  sent  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  iinder^ 
escort,  for  supplies.  The  corps  quartermasters  will  report  to  the  acting 
chief  quartermaster  at  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  the  sick,  &c.,  are 
loaded,  and  will  be  notified  by  him  when  the  trains  are  to  be  parked. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PABSONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Alexandria,  August  13,  1864. 

(Beceived  8.25  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assista7it  Adjutant-General : 

The  patrols  report  all  quiet  to-day.  Citizens  report  a  few  guerrillas 
near  Fairfax  Court-House  to-day. 


H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Chu7Th,  Fa.,  Augtist  13,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  in  this  vicin¬ 
ity.  Beyond  this,  I  have  nothing  to  report. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Coloiiel  Sixtee^ith  New  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Churchy  Fa.,  August  13j  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  force  sent 
above  Leesburg — to  the  west  and  north  of  it.  No  considerable  body  of 
the  enemy  is  reported  in  that  vicinity.  Mosby,  with  300  men,  jiassed 
through  Waterford  on  Sunday  last  from  the  mountains,  and  went 
toward  Upperville.  Lieutenant  Hutchinson,  commanding  the  party, 
captured  two  prisoners.  It  is  rei)orted  that  there  are  through  this  and 
the  adjoining  counties  many  wandering  fellows  turned  loose  with  iiasses, 
like  that  inclosed,*  to  remount  themselves;  the  duty  is  styled  ‘diorse 
detail.”  We  have  captured  some  half  dozen  of  them  recently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Neic  Yorh  C avoir Commanding  Brigade. 


Salisbury,  Md.,  August  13^  1864, 
Capt.  George  Y.  Massey,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  Pocomoke  Sound  and  Eiver  and  the  Annemessex  swarm  with 
armed  pirates  and  blockade  runners.  A  gun-boat  should  be  at  once  sent 
to  those  waters.  Corpl.  B.  Paradise  and  three  of  my  men  yesterday, 
between  Shelltown,  on  Pocomoke,  and  mouth  of  Annemessex,  captured 
four  boats  and  contents  and  six  prisoners,  among  them  the  noted 
deserter  Stewart  Tingle.  To-day  the  corporal  telegraphs  that  an 
armed  gang  recaptured  three  of  the  boats  and  two  of  my  guards, 
Henry  Swift  and  Littleton  D.  Davis.  The  prisoners  will  be  here  to-day. 
Telegraph  me  fully. 

G.  W.  P.  SMITH, 

Captam  S^nitFs  Independent  Maryland  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Post. 


(3rders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

August  13,  1864 — 6.45  a.  m. 

The  corps  will  move  at  once  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  left  in  front, 
to  Strasburg,  where  it  will  take  position  and  await  further  orders. 

The  following  Avill be  the  order  of  march:  first.  Third  Division ;  sec¬ 
ond,  First  Division;  third,  artillery  in  reserve;  fourth.  Second  Divis¬ 
ion;  fifth,  trains. 

The  i)ickets  will  be  withdrawn  under  direction  of  the  corps  ofticer  of 
the  day  in  time  to  enable  them  to  join  their  respective  divisions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  II.  WHITTELSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory,  Comdg.  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  a 
brigade  of  your  cor])s  to  escort  the  wagons  with  sick  from  this  place 
to  Winchester;  this  brigade  must  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  5  a.  m. 
to-morrow.  On  the  arrival  of  this  brigade  at  Winchesbu*  the  brigade 

Not  found. 
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commander  will  turn  over  the  trains  to  Brigadier- General  Kenly,  and 
will  remain  at  Winchester  and  garrison  that  place  with  his  command 
until  further  orders.  The  brigade  commander  detailed  by  you  will, 
between  this  point  and  Winchester,  have  supreme  control  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  train,  and  will  be  held  responsible  for  its  safe  arrival  at 
Winchester. 

I  am,  very  respexdfnlly,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

I Ae ((tenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Note. — The  officer  commanding  brigade  detailed  will  report  at  these 
headquarters  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  i^erson. 


Camp  near  Middletown,  \^a.,  Aiajust  13,  1864. 
Capt.  A.  J.  McGonniole, 

Chief  Quart erniaster,  Dept.  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  report 
in  relation  to  the  movements  of  the  transportation  of  the  army. 

The  trains  started  from  Bolivar  at  10.30  a.  m.,  August  12,  and  were  or¬ 
dered  to  march  in  the  following  order :  First,  Sixth  Corps  trains ;  second, 
Nineteenth  Corps  trains ;  third.  Army  of  Department  of  Virginia  trains ; 
fourth.  Cavalry  Division  trains.  The  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  left 
in  regular  order,  followed ‘by  the  Army  of  Department  of  Virginia  trains, 
but,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  the  cavalry  trains  did  not  get  into 
position  as  proinjitly  as  they  should  have  done,  and  did  not  leave 
Jffilivar  until  1  p.  ni.  About  one  mile  before  reaching  Berryville  the 
trains  halted  to  water,  and  then  moved  on  at  about  11.30  p.  in.  AVhile 
the  trains  were  pulling  out  the  Cavalry  Division  trains  came  up, 
unhitched,  and  fed,  without  orders.  When  their  turn  came  to  start 
they  were  not  ready,  with  the  exception  of  the  new  brigade  train,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Pinkham,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  which 
I  ordered  on,  and  ])roceeded  to  raise  tlie  officers  in  charge  of  the  other 
cavalry  trains,  ordering  them  to  start  immediately.  Much  time  was 
lost  in  getting  them  off,  and  at  about  4  a.  m.  I  discovered  that  the 
Eeservc  Brigade  (in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Dean)  was  not  ready,  and  no 
officer  could  be  found  in  charge  of  said  train,  not  even  a  Avagon-master. 
I  immediately  commenced  awakening  the  drivers  myself,  and  had  them 
nearly  ready  to  start,  when  we  were  tired  upon  by  a  party  of  about  100 
men  with  one  piece  of  artillery.  They  opened  upon  usAvith  two  shells, 
and  preparcMl  to  charge.  It  was  impossible  to  corral  the  train,  as  it 
Avas  not  hitched  up,  and  I  reported  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  in  charge 
of  the  rear  guard  for  instructions.  He  had  none  to  give,  and  I  there¬ 
fore  made  a  detour  of  the  hills,  took  charge  of  the  trains  already  passed, 
and  left  in  the  ATilley  about  forty-four  teams.  I  lay  the  entire  blame 
of  having  this  train  delayed,  first,  to  the  officers  allowing  their  teams 
to  be  unhitched  and  fed  Avithout  orders;  second,  to  the  absence  of  any 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Eeserve  Cavalry  Brigade  train.  Had  these 
officers  aAvaited  orders,  and  been  ready  to  move  when  ordered,  the 
entire  train  aa  oidd  have  been  beyond  the  point  of  attack.  The  enemy 
drove  back  the  rear  guard,  destroyed  a  few  Avagons,  and  drove  off’  a 
small  herd  of  cattle.  I  have  not  full  ])articulars,  and  cannot  officially 
give  them. 

1  have  the  liouor  to  be,  sir,  A^ery  resi>ectfully,  vour  obedient  serATxnt, 

J.*^C.  MANN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  First  Division,  Nineteenth 

Army  Corps,  and  Aetiny  Chief  in  Charge  of  Transportation, 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

SeiJtemher  7,  1864. 

liespectfiilly  referred  to  Board  eoiiveiieth  at  Hari^er’s  Ferry  for  inves¬ 
tigation  of  this  matter.* 

By  command  of  Major-G eneral  Sheridan : 

0.  KINGSBUKY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjntant-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creeli^  Aiigust  13,  1864. 


Brigadier- General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order 
the  detachment  of  cavalry  of  the  Second  Division  sent  here  this  after¬ 
noon  as  an  escort  to  the  major-general  commanding,  to  take  post  at 
Berryville,  and  scout  the  country  in  that  vicinity,  and  also  around 
Charlestown  and  the  Opequon  Creek.  The  detachment  will  move  as 
soon  as  they  are  sujiplied  with  forage  and  rations. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOKSYTH, 


Lie iitena/iit- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  13,  1864 — 12.30  a.  ni. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  You  will  hold  one  of  your  best  and  most  reliable  regi¬ 
ments  in  readiness  to  escort  Colonel  Chip  man,  aide-de-camp,  bearer  of 
dispatches  to  Major-General  Sheridan.  The  regiment  must  be  fully 
inovided  with  ammunition,  and  if  necessary,  sufficient  must  be  taken 
from  other  regiments  to  complete  its  supply.  The  escort  will  take  the 
shortest  route  to  and  through  Snicker’s  Gap.  Colonel  Chipmau  is 
expected  to  arrive  here  soon. 

*By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Wilson  : 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  13,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  :  Complaints  reach  here  that  your  men  are  roaming  around 
the  country, robbing  the  orchards,  corn  helds,  &c.  You  Avill  iilease  have 
it  stopped,  and  place  safeguards  on  whatever  grounds  you  may  judge 
necessary,  so  as  to  prevent  all  unlicensed  proceedings  of  any  kind. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  * 


*  8o<‘  pi<)C(;c(liiigH  ()I  Board,  ]>.  619, 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creek j  Fa.,  August  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Harper^ s  Ferry  : 

General:  Has  General  Duffle’s  command  arrived  at  Harper’s 
Ferry 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  Camp  near  Cedar  Creek,  August  13,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Weber, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Harper^ s  Ferry : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
the  railroad  repaired  to  Martinshurg  as  soon  as  possible.  The  general 
also  directs  that  you  inform  him  whether  the  railroad  bridge  has  been 
repaired;  also  whether  the  wagon  road  way  on  railroad  bridge  has  been 
l)ut  in  working  order.  You  will  also  report  the  condition  of  the  pon¬ 
toon  bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Lieut eyiant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Dist.  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

No.  60.  \  HarpeSs  Ferry,  IF.  Fa.,  August  13,  1864. 

The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  appointed  and  announced 
upon  the  staff*  of  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber:  Oapt.  H.  M.  Burleigh,  as¬ 
sistant  adjutant-general  and  acting  assistant  inspector-general ;  First 
Lieut.  S.  F.  Adams,  aide-de-camp  and  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen¬ 
eral.  They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

MAX  WEBER, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding.  . 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creek,  Fa.,  August  13,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Hancock: 

All  your  men  with  General  Couch  and  elsewhere  have  been  ordered 
to  Harper’s  Ferry.  Your  dispatch  relative  to  horses  has  been  received. , 
The  genera]  commanding  directs  that  you  concentrate  your  command 
at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  that  you  procure  all  the  horses  that  you  can 
ijnd  take  them  to  Har])er’s  Ferry  with  you. 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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IfEADQUARl'ERS’  MIDDLE  MlLI^J'ARY  DIVISION, 

Harper'' s  Ferrif,  Augufit  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  in  the  Field: 

General  :  I  have  Just  received  your  message,  by  vspecial  messenger, 
sent  by  you  from  Hancock.  General  Sheridan,  commanding  division 
(military),  went  to  the  front  three  days  ago,  taking  witli  him  the  availa¬ 
ble  force  then  here.  General  Duffie  moved  from  Halltown  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  join  the  column.  My  latest  advices  place  tlie  forces  near  Win¬ 
chester,  where  skirmishing  had  taken  place,  but  no  serious  fighting. 
General  Sheridan,  when  he  left,  exiiected  your  division,®witli  that  of 
General  Duffie,  to  join  him  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  I  have  received 
no  instructions  in  the  matter  other  than  to  assist  in  forwarding  the 
cavalry  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  might  be  best,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  for  you  to  move  direct  toward  Winchester,  thereby  savifig 
considerable  distance,  but  this  I  throw  out  simply  as  a  suggestion, 
being  satisfied  that  you  can  decide  better  than  1  on  the  route  which 
should  be  taken. 

I  am,  gimeral,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryant, 

THAYEE  MELVIN, 

Assist  a  nt  A  djntant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

>  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  31.  )  Hancoclc,  Md.,  August  13,  1864. 

******* 

TI.  The  Independent  Company  of  Philadelphia  Scouts  and  the 
detachment  of  Captain  Sanno’s  company  of  100-days’  men,  now  on  duty 
with  this  division,  are  relieved  from  duty  with  it  and  will  report  witli- 
out  delay  to  Colonel  Boyd,  commanding  at  Greencastle,  Pa. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  takes  this  occasion  to  express  his 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  these  companies  for  their  uniform 
good  conduct  durin  g  the  late  campaign.  The  efficient  services  rendered 
by  them  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell: 

WILL  KUMSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Hancock,  Md.,  August  13,  1864. 

Col.  J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  11th  instant.  The  division  will  move  to-morrow, 
via  Martinsburg,  to  join  General  Sheridan,  and  he  desires  that  every¬ 
thing  which  is  fit  for  service  in  the  field  be  sent  to  join  it  at  Martins¬ 
burg.  Please  see  that  the  men  have  three  days’  rations  and  forty 
rounds  per  man  of  ammunition.  The  general  is  anxious  that  the  1,000 
Spencer  carbines,  which  were  sent  to  Harper’s  Eerry  for  the  use  of  this 
command,  be  taken  to  Martinsburg  to  be  issued.  Will  you  be  kind 
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enongli  to  see  that  they  are  sent  with  tlie  detaeliinent  and  that  plenty  of 
ammunition  is  sent  with  them;  also  bring  all  the  dismounted  men  that 
have  equipments.  We  can  mount  them  at  Martinsburg.  If  possible 
send  on  the  wagons,  two  sets  of  horse  equii)ments,  and  seventy-two 
sabers  and  pistols.  A¥e  have  seventy-three  unarmed  and  dismounted 
men  who  can  be  remounted  if  the  equipments  can  be  had.  Captain 
Gardner,  assistant  quartermaster  at  tlarper’s  Ferry,  will  let  you  have 
the  wagons  to  go  to  Martinsburg.  They  will  be  sent  back  from  this 
])lac(^.  with  a  guard.  Jt  is  important  that  the  men  under  your  command 
be  at  Martinsburg  to-morrow  Avith  the  carbines  and  other  articles.  The 
general  wishes  that  you  exert  every  means  to  get  them  there.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Nortli,  acting  ordnance  officer,  will  give  every  assistance  in  his 
poAver. 

\"eiT  resi)ectfullA%  Aaaii-  obedient  seiwaiit, 

WILL  KIIMSP]Y, 

A  ssist((  it  f  A  (Ijn  tan  t-  dene  rat. 


llEADQX^ARTERS  MtDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

Cedar  Creelc^  August  13^  1864. 
(lieceiA^ed  Cumberland  8  a.  m.  15th.) 

Brigadier- Gen  era!  Kelley  : 

You  are  authorized  to  retain  the  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  CaA^- 
alry  noAA^  on  dutA^  at  BcA^erly,  at  that  point  for  the  present. 

■  .  JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Cedar  Creek,  August  13,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley: 

Send  at  once  to  Winchester  all  stragglers  belonging  to  this  command 
that  are  armed,  or  that  can  be  armed  at  Cumberland.  Let  them  come 
as  far  as  possible  by  rail.  Send  a  list  to  these  headquarters  of  all  the 
men  without  arms  that  they  may  be  charged  against  them.  Send  Lieut. 
Jere  Horton,  assistant  commissary  of  musters.  First  Infantry  Division, 
to  join  his  command  at  once. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook : 

r.  G.  BIER, 

A  ssista>7it  A  djutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Cedar  Creek,  A2igust  13,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley  : 

It  is  impossible  to  relieve  the  100-days’  men  Ohio  National  Guard  at 
present.  Troops  will  be  sent  to  take  their  place  at  the  earliest  possi¬ 
ble  moment. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook: 

R.  G.  BIER, 

Assistayit  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  202.  )  Baltimore,  August  13,  1864. 

*  *  #  #  #  *  * 

II.  The  companies  and  detachments  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  and  One  hundred  and  forty -ninth  Regiments  Ohio  National 
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Guard,  now  on  duty  in  the  Second  Separate  Brigade  and  District  of 
Annapolis,  will  be  ordered  to  report  at  once  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lock- 
wood,  at'Baltimore  City,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  balance  of  the 
regiments  en  route  to  i)laee  of  muster  out  of  service.  The  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWKENCE, 
Assistant  A (tjvtant- (ienerah 


Strawberry  Plains,  Va.,  August  14^  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(lieceived  b  a.  m.  Ihtli.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  IJ.  (J. : 

.  Last  night  I  moved  the  Second  Corps,  about  9,000  men  of  the  Tenth 
Corps,  and  Gregg’s  division  of  cavalry,  to  this  (north)  side  of  the  river 
to  threaten  Ivichmond  from  the  north,  and,  if  possible,  to  draw  back 
troops  from  the  Valley.  We  have  captured  prisoners  from  four  differ¬ 
ent  brigades  of  Field’s  division,  Longstreet’s  coiqis,  and  also  from  Wil¬ 
cox’s  division,  of  Hill’s  corps.  Field’s  division  is  one  that  we  supposed 
had  gone  to  the  Valley.  We  know  two  divisions  of  Hill’s  corps  to  be 
at  Petersburg.  This  fixes  the  third  division  here,  as  1  have  heretofore 
supposed.  Pickett’s  division,  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  is  opposite  Butler 
at  Bermuda  Hundred.  This  leaves  but  one  division  of  infantry  to 
have  gone  to  the  Valley.  lam  now  satisfied  no  more  has  gone.  Please 
forward  this  to  Sheridan. 


U.  S.  GBAIST, 

Lieutenant-  (len  era  /. 


(bTY  Point,  Va.,  August  14^  1864 — 8  p.  ni. 

(Peceived  3.30  p.  m.  Ifith.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington.,  I).  C.  : 

The  move  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  to-day  developed  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Field’s  division,  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  which  I  suppovsed  had 
gone  to  the  Valley.  Pickett’s  division  is  also  here.  We  captured  0 
pieces  of  artillery  and  over  100  prisoners.  Longstreet’s  trooxis  were 
under  marching  orders,  and  this  move  will  detain  it  at  least  for  the 
present.  I  think  Sheridan  is  still  superior  to  Early  in  numbers,  but 
not  sufficiently  so  to  attack  fortifications. 

L.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  (ienera  1. 


(JiTY  Point,  Va.,  August  14^  1864 — 8  p.  ni. 

(Received  2  }).  m.  10th.) 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Winchester j  Va. : 

I  moved  Hancock’s  corxis,  Gregg’s  division  of  cavalry,  and  part  of  the 
Tenth  Corps  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  last  night  to  surprise  the 
enemy  and  prevent  him  from  sending  troops  away.  We  captured  six 
pieces  of  artillery  and  prisoners  from  four  different  brigades  of  Field’s 
division,  Longstreet’s  corps.  This  is  a  division  I  suiiiiosed  had  gone  to 
the  Valley.  It  is  now  positive  that  Kershaw’s  division  has  gone,  but 
no  other  infantry  has.  This  re-enforcement  to  Early  will  put  him  nearer 
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ou  an  equality  witli  you  iii  numbers  than  I  want  to  see,  and  will  make 
it  necessary  for  you  to  observe  some  caution  about  attacking.  I  would 
not,  bowever,  cliauge  my  instructions,  fnrtberthan  to  enjoin  caution. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Cedar  Run,  AA.,  August  14.,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  12  m.  IStb.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  Cbipman  arrived  here  this  morning  via  SnickeCs  Gap.  The 
information  which  he  brought  reached  me  yesterday  about  11  a.  m. 
I  have  taken  up  for  the  present  the  line  of  Cedar  Run,  but  will,  at  my 
leisure,  take  position  at  Winchester.  This  line  cannot  be  held,  ncy? 
can  I  supply  iny  command  beyond  that  point  with  the  ten  days’  rations 
with  which  I  started.  I  expected  to  get  far  enough  up  the  Yalley  to 
accomplisli  my  objects,  and  then  quickly  return.  I  will  destroy  all  the 
wheat  and  hay  in  the  country  (there  is  nothing  else),  and  make  it  as 
untenable  as  possible  for  a  rebel  force  to  subsist.  Please  telegraph 
General  Grant. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


Washington,  I).  C.,  August  14,  1864 — 2.35  p.  m. 

(A^ia  Harper’s  Ferry.) 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  Wilson  was  ordered  to  telegraph  to  you  on  his  arrival  here, 
and  to  obey  your  instructions.  There  is  much  necessary  delay  when 
troops  arrive  by  detachments  and  without  transportation  and  supplies. 
Grover’s  division  was  delayed  by  changes  of  orders  from  General 
Grant.  The  Quartermaster-General  reports  that  all  troops  sent  to  your 
command  from  here  were  supplied  with  their  full  allowance  of  trains, 
and  that  it  would  now  involve  much  inconvenience,  expense,  and  risk 
to  send  into  tlie  field  duplicate  trains  for  exchange.  The  Secretary  of 
War  concurs  in  that  view.  The  exchange  of  trains  will  therefore  be 
postponed  till  it  can  be  made  with  less  risk  than  at  present. 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cedar  Creek,  A^a.,  August  14,  1864 — 10  a.  ni. 

(Received  6.30  a.  m.  16th.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Arrived  this  a.  m.  6  o’clock,  having  marched  ninety  miles  in  twenty - 
four  hours.  Mosby’s  gang  hung  on  our  flank  between  Goose  Creek  and 
Snicker’s  Gap,  firing  into  our  rear  at  the  gap.  He  passed  out  of  the 
gap  to  the  east  with  300  men  and  two  guns  at  9  a.  m.  yesterday,  having 
made  a  dash  on  rear  of  General  Sheridan’s  train  at  Berryville,  captur¬ 
ing  some  mules  and  burning  six  wagons.  Could  hear  of  no  enemy  but 
Mosby  and  White’s  guerrillas  east  of  Blue  Ridge.  All  quiet  in  front. 
Enemy  intrenching  across  valley  about  Strasbiirg.  Trains  all  up  and 
army  in  fine  condition. 


N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aid e-de- Camp. 
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Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  5.  )  Cedar  Creel'^  Va.j  August  J 1864. 

1.  Lieut.  John  E.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  and  will  report  at  once  to 
these  headquarters. 

*  #  t-  #  *  *  * 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PAESONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular,  |  ’  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  3.  )  Near  Cedar  Creeh^  August  14^  1864 — 3.40  p.  m. 

All  the  subsistence  trains  now  with  this  command  will  be  at  once 
moved  to  the  rear,  under  the  direction  of  corps  quartermasters,  and 
parked  just  this  side  of  Middletown.  The  ground  to  be  occupied  by 
the  different  trains  will  be  pointed  out  by  the  acting  chief  quarter¬ 
master  of  this  army. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PAESONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Washinoton,  D.  C.,  August  14^  1864. 

Major-General  Augur  : 

General  :  Batteries  K  and  L,  First  IT.  S.  Artillery,  have  been  con¬ 
solidated  to  form  a  reserve  battery  for  the  cavalry  of  General  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  command.  Major-General  Halleck  directs  that  this  battery  be 
ordered  to  join  the  division  under  General  Grover  and  proceed  with  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Muddy  Branch,  August  14^  1864. 

(Eeceived  Washington  7.20  p.  m.) 

Maj.  C.  H.  Eaymond, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major:  All  quiet  on  my  line.  A  number  of  squads  of  rebel  cavalry 
seen  on  the  Virginia  side  to-day,  all  along  my  line  from  Monocacy  down 
as  far  as  Great  Falls.  Think  they  are  watching  for  stragglers  or  order¬ 
lies  with  dispatches,  &c. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 
Major j  Commanding^  &c. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  August  14,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  sergeant  commanding  a 
party  of  three  men,  all  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  hearing 
some  reiiorts  concerning  the  enemy,  ventured  out  this  morning  at  day- 
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break  on  the  Braddoek  road  without  orders,  and  beyond  an  ambuscaded 
picket  of  our  own,  and  were  ambuscaded  and  fired  into  by  a  i)arty  of 
nine  or  ten  rebels.  The  sergeant  was  shot  through  the  head  arid  killed 
instantly,  and  one  man  captured,  Avith  his  horse;  the  rest  escaped. 
Pai'ties  have  been  sent  out  above  and  below  Centerville.  I  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  report  from  them. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

CoJ.  Sixteenth  JSfeic  Yorh  Yot.  Cavalry^  Comity.  Cavalry  Briyade. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brio.,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Heaton  Mousey  Auyust  IB  1804. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsa^th, 

Chief  o  f  Staff y  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  First 
Michigan  Cavalry,  in  charge  of  a  train  parked  in  this  vicinity,  reported 
at  these  headquarters  through  an  enlisted  man  this  evening  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect:  that  a  detachment  of  his  men  in  search  of  forage  Avere 
tir  ed  on  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  and  one  of  them  killed.  Two  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Thirty- seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  my  command 
Avere  immediately  sent  to  the  point  designated,  a  house  near  the  toll- 
gate  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road,  just  beyond  Middletown  going- 
north.  The  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  regiment  accornpairied 
the  party.  He  reports  that  no  enemy  was  found  either  at  the  point  de¬ 
scribed  or  anywhere  in  the  vicinity;  that  no  dead  body  AAms  discovered, 
and  that  the  safeguard  stated  that  but  one  shot  Avas  tired  in  that 
vicinity  during  the  day,  and  that  at  a  sheep  Avhich  was  brought  in  and 
skinned  in  his  presence.  The  pickets  also  report  that  no  tiring  was 
heard. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  matter  be  investigated. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWARDS, 
Colonely  Comuiandiny  Briyade. 


Headquarters  Middle  Militarv^  Division, 

Cedar  Creehy  Ya.y  Auyust  14y  1864. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  Crook, 

Commandiny  Army  of  West  Yiryinia: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  [you]  send  a 
force  up  and  take  the  hill,  and  that  a  signal  officer  accompany  the 
party  sent.  You  Avill  also  hold  the  road  at  the  base  of  the  hill.  The 
general  desires  that  the  command  sent  hold  the  hill. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters,  &c., 

Auyust  14y  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send,  if  you 
have  not  done  so,  a  regiment  at  daylight  in  the  morning  to  the  point 
where  the  Back  road  crosses  Cedar  Creek,  to  hold  that  point  and  scout 
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well  11])  tlie  Back  road  and  grade  road  to  Strasbiirg,  at  the  same  time 
looking  well  to  their  right  and  rear.  He  liojies  to  he  able  to  relieve 
this  regiment  to-morrow  by  a  division.  Hirect  them  to  send  frequent 
reports. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBERT, 

Brief adier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  (  Avalry  Corps, 

Any'ioit  14^  1864. 

The  command  will  move  at  3.30  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  following 
order:  first,  First  Brigade,  General  McIntosh,  Avith  Fitzhngh’s  bat¬ 
tery;  second,  ambulance,  ammunition,  forage,  and  subsistence  trains; 
third.  Second  Brigade,  General  Chapman,  with  Pennington’s  battery. 

General  Chapman  will  guard  the  train  with  his  command,  making 
such  disposition  of  his  troops  as  he  may  judge  best. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \  PTdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

1^0.  76.  j  August  14^  1864. 

*■  #  *  ■  *  *  #  # 

2.  Captain  Tarbell,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  Second  Brigade, 
will  act  temporarily  as  divisiofi  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

3.  Brigade  commanders  will  draw  from  the  wagons  for  their  com¬ 
mands,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  two  days’  subsistence  in  addition 
to  what  the  men  have  now  in  their  haversacks. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBERT, 

•  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

HarpeCs  Ferry.,  TM.,  August  14^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Sir:  The  men  and  guard  for  repairing  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  to  Martinsburg  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  to  commence  work. 
The  railroad  bridge  has  been  repaired,  and  the  wagon  roadway  on  the 
railroad  bridge  is  in  Avorking  order.  A  new  pontoon  bridge  (16-foot 
flooring)  has  been  sent  from  Washington  and  Avill  belaid,  ready  for  use 
in  two  days  if  the  balance  of  the  timbers  arrive,  Avhich  are  expected 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harperh  Ferry^  TM.,  Augufit  14,  18(i4. 

Major  Yellott,  or 

Commanding  Officer  at  Frederick,  Md.  : 

You  will  send  by  rail  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  without  delay,  four  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  forces  now  at  Frederick.  The  cars  are  now  on  their  way  to 
trau sport  them.  They  will  be  provided  with  three  days’  rations  and 
sixty  rounds  of  ammunition.  Answer. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber: 

H.  M.  BUELEIGH, 
Assistmit  AdjiUmit- General. 


Frederick,  Angnsf  14^  1864. 

H.  M.  Burleigh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  ; 

Major  Pugh,  with  four  companies  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  Ohio 
National  Guard,  are  in  readiness  to  move  upon  arrival  of  cars.  We 
have  just  about  five  rounds  of  ammunition. 

JNO.  I.  YELLOTT, 

Majorj  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Neictoivnj  Fa.,  August  14,  1864. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  West  Virginia: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  at  this  place.  There 
is  water  here.  I  have  gone  into  camp.  There  is  coming  back  on  the 
road  between  this  and  your  headquarters  a  large  wagon  train.  My 
supply  train  is  not  yet  and  will  not  be  in  until  near  dark.  I  have 
some  hay  here,  and  unless  you  order  to  the  contrary  will  camp  here 
and  join  you  early  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFIF, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Cavalry  Division. 


Headquarters  Cavalry^,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  CreeJc,  Va.,  August  14, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

By  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  you  will  remain 
for  the  present  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  in  the  meantime  mount,  arm, 
and  equip  your  command  as  fast  as  possible.  Eeport  yoar  progress  in 
this  matter  when  you  have  an  opportunity. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
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Martinsburg,  A'iKjnst  14,  1864. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley  : 

When  may  I  expect  the  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry 
from  Beverly  ?  The  cars  can  bring  them  to  Back  Creek. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Harrisburg,  August  14,  1864. 

(Received  15th.) 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell  : 

Please  leave  Gapt.  George  D.  Stroud’s  company  at  Hagerstown,  with 
directions  to  report  to  me  for  orders.  Answer. 


D.  K.  COUCH, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Reserve  Cavalry  Camp, 

Pleasant  Valley,  Md.j  August  14^  1864. 

Capt.  Will  Rumsey^, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  from  Hancock,  Md.,  dated  August  13,  and  in  reply  would 
beg  leave  to  state  that  1  have  used  every  exertion  to  mount  and 
equip  all  the  men  iiertaining  to  our  division,  and  have  ready  to  move 
this  evening  a  detachment  of  350  men  under  charge  of  Captain  Ander¬ 
son,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry.  The  detachment  of  212  men  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blakely,  under  General  Merritt, 
returned  here,  Colonel  Blakely  havftig  been  badly  wounded  by  his 
horse  kicking  him.  Having  no  officer  to  take  them  back,  I  will  send 
them  by  Captain  Anderson.  There  are  but  100  Sj)encer  carbines  here. 
I  have  them  for  the  Pfirst  Virginia  by  order.  Also  sixty  sets  horse 
equipments,  seventy-five  sabers  and  pistols  to  send  you  all  ready  for 
shipment,  but  cannot  get  a  single  wagon  to  send  them.  I  have  reserved 
a  guard  of  fifty  men  to  escort  them  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  (at 
Avhich  time  I  can  get  tran^ortatiou)  should  it  not  be  too  late. 

Please  send  me  word  if  possible  to-night  in  reference  to  the  above, 
and  I  will  use  every  dispatch  in  sending  them  up.  They  can  be  sent 
by  rail  twelve  miles  from  here,  six  miles  from  Martinsburg.  Can  you 
send  wagons  from  there  to  meet  them,  or  had  they  better  be  sent  by 
wagon"?  The  1,000  Spencers  may  arrive  to-night.  In  case  they  do, 
shall  they  be  sent  uj)  to-morrow  morning"? 

I  inclose  copy  of  the  morning  report  of  the  dismounted  men  of  our 
division,  and  would  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  they  require  to  be  fit 
for  duty  in  the  field  is  horses.  If  they  can  be  in  any  way  supplied  I 
will  fit  the  men  out  at  once.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Schoonmaker  be  temporarily  relieved  from  duty  and  ordered  to 
report  to  me  if  he  can  be  spared,  as  1  am  exceedingly  short  of  staff 
officers,  and  his  father  will  arrive  here  to-morrow  noon  to  pay  him  a 
visit. 

Please  communicate  with  me  as  frequently  as  possible  and  1  may  l)e 
enabled  to  fulfill  the  desires  of  the  general  commanding  more  promptly 
and  efi'ectually. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

3.  M.  8CHOONMAKER, 

Colonel. 
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Martinsbuko,  August  14,  1864. 

(Received  7.05  p.  m.) 

General  Kelley: 

After  a  hard  day^s  work  we  have  got  here.  Had  to  make  poles  and 
get  wire  east  of  here  to  make  it  reach.*  All  quiet.  General  AverelFs 
command  has  just  arrived.  Please  let  me  know  how  long  I  am  to 
remain  here,  so  I  can  send  up  to  Back  Creek  for  our  rations,  as  we  run. 
out  to-morrow. 

C.  J.  HARRISON, 

Captain. 


Cumberland,  August  14,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  J.  Harrison,  Martinshurg : 

You  will  return  to  Back  Creek  with  your  command  and  await  further 
orders.  What  news  have  you  from  below  When  will  the  telegraph 
line  be  ready  to  ^vork  to  the  Perry,  and  when  will  the  road  be  repaired 
below  ? 

B.  P.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


MartinsbuRG,  August  14,  1864. 

General  Kelley: 

I  have  no  reliable  news  froni  below.  Several  of  our  scouts  here  say 
they  cannot  get  through  to  Sheridan,  Mosby  having  driven  them  back. 
They  are  working  on  the  road;  commenced  yesterday;  it  is  destroyed 
eight  miles  east  of  here.  Mr.  Willard  can  probably  make  an  estimate 
as  to  when  trains  can  pass  over;  think  the  line  will  probably  be  up  by 
Tuesday  evening. 

C.  J.  HARRISON, 

Captain. 


Headquarters, 
CtmberUmd,  August  14,  1864, 

Commanding  Officer  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 

North  Braneh : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  forty  men,  under  a 
reliable  commissioned  officer,  to  proceed,  via  Prankfort,  to  Springfield 
and  Romney;  thence  through  Mechanicsburg  Gap  to  Burlington,  and 
return  by  Patterson’s  Creek.  The  command  will  take  two  days’  rations 
for  men  and  animals. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kelley : 

PREEMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Inspector -General. 


Headquarters, 

.  In  the  Field,  August  14,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wallace,  Comuumdinq : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  all  the  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry  now  serving  in  your  department  and  order  them  to 
Muddy  Branch,  in  the  Department  of  Washington.  This  regiment 
must  be  concentrated  at  that  point  Avithout  delay. 

JAS.  W.  PORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Arjvty  Corps, 

No.  203.  j  Baltimore^  Avgust  14^  1864. 

1.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  Ohio  National  Guard,  Col. 
Leonard  A.  Harris  commanding,  will  be  put  en  route,  without  delay,  to 
report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  there  to  be 
mustered  out  and  paid  offi,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service, 
in  accordance  with  the  mustering  regulations  of  the  army.  The  quar¬ 
termaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army,  is  charged  with  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  order. 

2.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  Kegiment  Ohio  National  Guard, 
Col.  Lyman  J.  Javkson  commanding,  will  be  imt  en  route,  without  delay, 
to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  there  to  be 
mustered  out  and  paid  off,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service, 
in  accordance  with  the  mustering  regulations  of  the  army.  The  quar¬ 
termaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Brig. 
Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  August  15^  1864 — D  p.  m. 

(Recewed  6  a.  m.  17th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  ARddle  Military  Division^  Winchester^  Va. : 

Our  forces  north  of  the  James  River  are  still  pressing  the  enemy,  and 
ciipturing  a  few  prisoners  occasionally.  The  presence  of  two  divisions 
of  Longstreet’s  corps  is  undoubted.  To-day  some  prisoners  have  been 
taken  from  W.  H.  E.  Lee’s  division  of  cavalry. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


City  Point,  August  15,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.30  a.  m.  17th.) 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

You  need  not  move  any  more  prisoners  from  Point  Lookout  so  long  as 
you  deem  them  safe  there. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Point  of  Rocks,  Md.,  August  15,  1864. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

t8eeretary  of  War : 

Longstreet,  30,000  strong,  and  Eitz  Lee,  10,000  strong,  passed  through 
Warrenton  Saturday  morning  to  re-enforce  Early.  Reliable.  A  larger 
force  supposed  to  be  following. 


SAMUEL  (\  MEANS, 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  12.  )  Cedar  CreeJcj  Fa.,  August  15^  1864. 

First  Lieut.  John  E.  Meigs,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  addition  to  his 
duties  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  will  until 
further  orders  perform  the  duties  of  an  aide-de-camp  at  these  head- 
(piarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

E.  B.  PAESONS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  6.  )  Cedar  Creeli,  Fa.,  August  15,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  # 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported 
to  the  major-general  commanding,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from 
the  War  Department,  will  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Crook,  com¬ 
manding  Department  and  Army  of  West  Virginia,  for  assignment  to 
duty. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PAESONS, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Salisbury,  Md.,  August  15,  1864. 

Captain  Massey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Will  send  eleven  prisoners  to-morrow  and  the  balance  next  day. 
Am  busy  on  report  to  send  by  mail.  Corporal  at  Newtown  telegraphs 
this  morning  that  not  having  sufficient  for  guard  over  captured  boat  it 
was  taken  last  night.  Supposed  to  be  by  citizens.  He  spared  all  he 
could  for  my  large  scout  through  the  lower  part  of  Somerset  County. 
Gun -boat  should  be  sent  at  once  to  Pocomoke  Sound  and  Elver  to  cap¬ 
ture  and  hold  small  craft. 

G.  W.  P.  SMETH, 

Cop  tain,  Co^nmand  ing. 


Muddy  Branch,  August  15,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Carrington  H.  Eaymond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  All  quiet  to-day.  One  of  my  pickets  near  Indian  Ford  was 
shot  and  severely  wounded  last  night  by  bushwhackers  inside  my  line. 
Fhe  country  was  searched  without  effect  until  12  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  ihc. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

]!^ear  Fort  Buffalo^  Fa.,  August  15,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  ihe  lionor  to  report  that  no  iutelligence  has  been 
received  from  the  force  sent  to  the  west  and  south  of  Centerville  in  the 
direction  of  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  Warrenton.  I  beg  to  inclose,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  general  commanding  the  department,  a  copy 
of  to-day’s  regimental  morning  reports.*  The  whereabouts  and  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  whole  number  of  men  of  each  regiment  more  satisfactorily 
appear  from  them  than  from  the  statement  sent  a  few  days  since  with 
the  usual  report.'  It  will  be  seen  from  these  that  but  about  720  enlisted 
men  are  present  here  at  all  in  both  regiments  together,  and  of  this 
number  100  are  sick  and  in  confinement.  Thus,  620  men  are  left  in 
both  regiments,  and  of  this  number  257  are  reported  on  special,  extra, 
or  daily  duty,  leaving  363  men  for  all  the  duty  men  of  both  regiments. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Few  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  August  15,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  at  11  o’clock  to-night  (the  loth)  to  Winchester,  Ya.,  and 
garrison  that  place  until  further  orders.  Move  your  trains  in  advance 
of  the  troops,  except  a  small  advance  guard.  On  arriving  at  Winches¬ 
ter  have  your  trains  parked  compactly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M'.  EOKSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Cavalry,  Middle  Mil.  Div., 

No.  6.  \  August  15,  1864. 

The  Keserve  and  First  Brigades,  First  Division,  will  be  moved  to  the 
Front  Boyal  pike,  starting  at  8  a.  m.  in  the  morning.  One  brigade  will 
march  by  the  road  that  Colonel  Devin  marched  on  and  take  position 
near  the  Second  Brigade  at  Cedarville.  The  other  brigade  will  take 
the  road  from  Middletown  to  Stony  Point,  the  route  that  General 
Crook’s  column  came.  This  brigade  will  take  position  at  Stony  Point. 

One  large  regiment  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  be  left  at  this  point, 
which  will  relieve  the  pickets  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the 
army,  and  picket  so  as  to  watch  Cedar  Creek,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
on  the  right  of  the  pike.  The  balance  of  the  brigade  will  be  moved 
over  to  the  Back  road  at  the  crossing  of  Cedar  Creek.  Colonel  Lowell, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  be  directed  to  report  at  these  head¬ 
quarters  for  special  instructions.  General  Merritt  will  also  call  for  the 
same  purpose  before  starting. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Torbert: 

GEORGE  B.  SANFORD, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

NeAi'town,  T7t.,  August  15,  1864. 

General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  DiHsion : 

We  have  heard  artillery  firing  in  the  direction  of  Front  Eoyal,  and 
General  Sheridan  is  anxious  to  know  what  is  going  on.  Send  a  dispatch 
at  once  to  Winchester,  up  the  Front  Eoyal  pike,  and  whether  you  want 
any  assistance.  General  Wilson  ought  to  he  at  Berryville,  if  not  com¬ 
ing  toward  you. 

Yours,  «S:c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET. 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Car  airy. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creel',  F«.,  August  15 ,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Divisioii  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  report 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  is  particularly  anxious  as  to  the  state  of  your 
sujiplies  and  horses. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Lie ntenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Btaff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creel',  August  15,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  IMvision  Cavalry: 

I  send  the  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry  back  as  far  as  Snicker’s  Gap  to 
see  if  they  can  communicate  with  you.  From  all  the  information  we 
can  get  General  Fitz  Lee’s  division  rebel  cavalry  is  about  Front  Eoyal. 
Colonel  Devin’s  brigade.  First  Division,  is  at  Cedarville,  on  the  Front 
Eoyal  pike,  and  pickets  near  Front  Eoyal.  General  Duffie  will  start 
to-night  with  his  command  (about  900  men)  to  take  post  for  the  present 
at  Berryville.  There  is  a  detachment  of  your  division  now  at  Berry¬ 
ville  which  you  will  direct  to  join  your  command  when  you  get  there, 
and  also  bring  with  you  the  detachment,  also  there,  belonging  to 
Gregg’s  division,  provided  General  Duffie’s  command  is  there.  You 

will  come  to  Berryville  from - ,  take  the  Millwood  pike  as  far  as 

a  stone  church,  turn  to  the  right,  and  in  a  short  distance  you  will  strike 
theMillw<kod  and  Winchester  pike;  follow  this  pike  to  within  about 
half  a  mile  where  it  crosses  the  Opequon  Creek,  then  turn  to  the  left, 
taking  the  route  the  army  took  to  the  White  Post  and  Newtown  road, 
and  in  a  short  distance  it  crosses  the  Front  Eoyal  and  Winchester  pike; 
at  this  last  cross-roads  turn  to  the  left  and  go  to  Stony  Point,  about 
three  miles,  and  take  position.  Colonel  Devin  is  about  three  miles 
beyond,  at  Cedarville.  These  instructions  are  given  on  the  supposition 
that  you  will  be  in  the  Valley  to-night  or  to-morrow.  If  you  are  longer 
things  may  be  changed.  Please  report  when  you  get  to  Berryville; 
send  parties  of  eight  or  ten  with  dispatches.  Keep  me  well  advised  of 
your  movements  as  you  come  uj)  the  Valley.  Mosby  cajitured  near 
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Berryville  nearly  all  of  the  Eeserve  Brigade  train  day  before  yesterday, 
and  went  off  with  w  hat  he  could  carry  through  Snicker’s  Gap.  Send 
these  dispatches  to  General  Grover  for  General  Sheridan,  if  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  you  to  communicate  with  him.  Don’t  lose  any  time  in  getting 
up  the  Valley. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Chief  of  Cavalrg. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Viroinia, 

No.  66.  '  (  Cedar  Creeh,  7u.,  August  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  iu  obedience  to  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
Middle  Military  Division,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  headquarters  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
W.  Va. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Orook: 

P.  G.  BIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
s  In  the  Field  near  Middletoivn,  Va.,  August  15,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Greenfield, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  portion  of  the  Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  now  present  with  the  division,  to  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  Brigadier-General  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry  of  Middle  Military 
Division,  reporting  in  person  to  General  Torbert.  You  will  report 
immediately.  ' 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Duffie : 

E.  W.  CLAEK,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — When  ready  to  move  you  will  please  report  in  person  at  these' 
headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Duffie : 

E.  W.  CLAEK,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  Hdqrs.  1st  Cav.  Div.,  Army  W.  Va., 

>  In  the  Field  near  Middletown,  Va., 

No.  11.  )  ^ugust  15,  1864. 

Col.  E.  F.  Taylor,  First  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  tiie  Second 
Brigade,  relieving  Lieut.  Coi.  A.  J.  Greenfleld,  Twenty-second  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cavalry,  now  in  command  of  that  brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  N.  Duffie: 

K.  W.  CLAEK,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
Martinshiirg^  IV.  V«.,  August  15j  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Colonel  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  our  com¬ 
munication  of  yesterday  directing  me  to  remain  at  Harper’s  Ferry  until 
further  orders  My  command  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  on  its 
way  to  join  the  Middle  Division  in  the  field,  losing  twenty- six  horses 
on  its  march  from  Hancock  from  exhaustion.  About  600  mounted 
men  have  joined  my  command  this  morning  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  mak¬ 
ing  my  command  about  2,500  strong.  One-third  of  my  horses  are  totally 
unfit  for  further  service  at  present,  and  would  be  abandoned  should  I 
continue  my  march  at  once  from  this  place.  I  have  made  arrangements 
for  obtaining  500  horses  from  Cumberland  Valley  and  500  from  the 
West  during  the  next  three  days,  and  I  expect  to  be  able  to  increase 
my  command  to  3,500  within  the  next  live  or  six  days.  I  am  informed 
that  no  forage  can  be  obtained  from  the  East  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and, 
as  forage  can  be  furnished  from  the  West,  I  shall  remain  here  unless 
the  major-general  commanding  particularly  desires  my  command  at 
Harper’s  Ferry.  The  repair  of  the  railroad  and  telegraph  will  probably 
be  completed  in  two  days.  The  worn-out  condition  of  one-third  of  my 
horses  was  not  caused  by  want  of  forage  or  care,  but  results  solely 
from  the  fact  that  they  have  marched  1,700  miles  since  the  1st  of  May 
without  rest.  A  large  number  require  shoeing.  The  facilities  for 
remounting,  refitting,  and  drilling  are  much  better  here  than  at  Harper’s 
Ferry.  I  shall,  therefore,  remain  here  until  further  orders  are  received 
from  the  major-general  commanding.  I  shall  use  every  endeavor  to  be 
ready  for  the  field  in  five  or  six  days. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Office  Middle  Military  Division, 

RarpeSs  Ferry,  A^igust  15,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Division,  Martinshnrg : 

General:  Your  communication  of  yesterday  I  have  received.  I 
will  do  what  I  can  toward  sending  the  mounted  men  of  your  command 
now  here  to  you  at  Martinsburg,  in  compliance  with  your  request. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MELVIY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  15,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

General  Sheridan  has  countermanded  the  order  in  regard  to  the 
Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry  j  the  detachment  will  remain  at  Beverly  till  fur¬ 
ther  orders. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 
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Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 
Rarper'’s  Ferry ^  IF.  F«.,  August  15^  1864. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Middle  Milifcup  Division : 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  regarding  General  Duffie  and  the  bridges  were 
received  yesterday  and  answered.  I  shall  answer  all  such  twice,  in 
case  one  may  be  captured.  The  railroad  bridge  is  completed.  W agoiis 
are  crossing  to-day.  The  new  pontoon  bridge  from  Washington  will  be 
ready  in  two  days,  if  the  expected  lumber  comes  ui).  General  Duffie 
must  have  joined  you.  General  Averell  is  at  Martinsburg ;  will  be 
inspected  to-morrow  by  Captain  Sumner.  Men  are  at  work  on  the 
railroad  between  here  and  Martinsburg;  it  will  be  repaired  this  week, 
I  must  consequently  furnish  trooi^s  to  occupy  Martinsburg  and  the 
different  stations  between  here  and  Hancock.  My  infantry  force  con¬ 
sists  of  two  volunteer  regiments  and  three  Ohio  100-days’  men. 
The  two  volunteer  regiments  are  between  here  and  Frederick, 
but  as  it  is  sufficient  to  have  one  regiment  on  that  line  I  have  concen¬ 
trated  the  other,  and  shall  move  it  to  Martinsburg  if  necessary.  The 
three  Ohio  regiments  are  not  needed  on  Maryland  Heights,  and  they 
could  be  used  for  guarding  the  [railroad],  did  not  their  time  expire  this 
week.  Four  regiments  are  needed  on  the  line  of  the  railroad — two  in 
Martinsburg,  one  between  here  and  Martinsburg,  one  between  Martins¬ 
burg  and  Hancock.  As  the  time  of  these  Ohio  regiments  is  so  nearly 
out,  I  am  anxiously  awaiting  orders  regarding  this  matter  from  the 
general  commanding,  and  as  to  whether  I  shall  let  them  go  or  not  at 
the  expiration  of  their  time  of  service.  The  distance  between  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Middle  Military  Division  is  now  so 
great  that  it  is  difficult  to  forward  dispatches  from  here  with  the  nec¬ 
essary  speed.  Can  stations  be  established  along  the  road  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  forwarding  with  more  speed  and  greater  security^  I  have  less 
than  100  cavalry  for* all  duty,  including  that  of  couriers.  Can  the  gen¬ 
eral  commanding  spare  some  hundred  or  more  to  report  to  me  for  duty, 
my  force  being  wholly  inadequate  for  the  calls  upon  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  15, 1864. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  in  regard  to  stragglers  received.  The 
number  I  have  here  is  1,200,  mostly  from  your  command.  Xot  one  out 
of  the  whole  number  is  armed.  I  have  no  arms  hereto  arm.  The  rail¬ 
road  is  now  repaired  and  working  to  Martinsburg.  Shall  I  send  them? 
They  can  be  armed,  I  presume,  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  them.  They  are  a  great  troublesome,  worthless 
party.  I  am  having  complete  roll  made  of  them  and  will  forward  by 
mail.  You  can  communicate  any  orders  now  via  Martinsburg.  Tele¬ 
graph  is  working  to  that  ])oint. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Cumberland,  Avgust  15, 1864. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  really  know  not  what  to  do  in  regard  to  the  100-days’  men.  They 
are  unwilling  to  remain  after  their  time  expires.  1  have  no  forces  to 
compel  them.  Besides  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  railroad  and  the 
public  property,  we  have  1,500  sick  in  the  hospital,  liable  to  capture 
by  McNeill. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  Aiigxist  15, 1864. 

Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 

Charleston : 

Department  headquarters  is  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  No  orders  have  been 
issued  in  regard  to  Ohio  National  Guard,  except  they  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  place  where  they  were  mustered  in,  and  will  take  their  arms  witli 
them  when  they  go. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Middle  Department,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  15,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  B.  Lawrence, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Eighth  Army  Corps : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  the  following  report  as  the  result  of  my  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  origin  of  the  picnic  recently  held  near  Wilmington,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  the  effect  of  the  arrest  of  the  managers 
thereof  and  their  subsequent  release: 

The  avowed  object  of  this  picnic  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebel  pris¬ 
oners  confined  in  Fort  Delaware.  It  is  urged  in  mitigation  of  the 
offense  that  permission  was  asked  of  the  military  authorities.  Such, 
however,  appears  not  to  have  been  the  case.  One  of  the  parties  inter¬ 
ested  requested  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment  to  ask  permission. 
This  officer  consulted  unofficially  with  the  provost-marshal,  who  dis¬ 
claimed  having  any  power  in  the  premises,  informing  him  that  applica¬ 
tion  must  be  made  to  the  military  commander.  No  such  application 
was,  however,  made  to  him.  The  holding  of  the  picnic,  therefore,  is 
regarded  by  the  loyal  men  of  the  State  both  as  an  insult  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  as  an  experiment  to  test  the  forbearance  of  the  military 
I)ower  and  the  animus  of  the  disloyalists.  As  an  evidence  of  the  spirit 
affecting  these  people,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  members  of  the 
band  engaged  for  the  occasion,  after  performing  two  national  airs,  were 
informed  that  such  music  was  not  desirable;  that  they  wished  to  hear 
Southern  airs,  and  unless  the  band  could  play  such  it  might  leave.  The 
wife  of  one  of  the  parties  desiring  to  know  why  they  could  not  hold  an 
entertainment  upon  their  grounds,  was  answered  by  another  in  these 
words,  Because  Abe  Lincoln  is  President.” 

Other  incidents  connected  with  the  affair,  including  the  arrest  and  sub¬ 
sequent  release  of  the  managers,  as  also  the  ovation  paid  to  them  upon 
their  return  to  Wilmington,  have  been  reported  in  detail  by  the  officers 
immediately  interested.  I  beg,  however,  to  inform  you  that  the  arrest 
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of  the  parties  above  referred  to  was  most  salutary  in  its  effects,  reas- 
suriug  and  strengthening  the  loyal,  encouraging-  the  wavering,  and 
giving  assurance  of  future  protection.  The  disloyal  were  proportion¬ 
ately  disheartened  and  terrified.  Men  whose  symt)athies  and  votes  go 
with  the  stronger  side  were  visibly  affected  by  such  a  display  of  energy 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  were  rapidly  determining  in  favor 
of  loyalty,  while  the  disloyalists  were  depressed  and  augured  an  unfa¬ 
vorable  result  in  the  approaching  election.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs 
when  the  return  of  the  parties,  from  their  imprisonment  reversed  the 
situation.  The  effect  of  the  release  will  i)robably  prove  fatal  to  the 
cause  of  the  Government,  regarded  as  it  is  as  the  result  of  intimidation. 
The  disloyalists-are  reported  to  be  organizing  and  arming.  Prominent 
and  influential  men  who  have  seldom  been  absent  from  home  at  night 
are  now  known  to  leave  their  premises  after  midnight,  and  to  ride 
through  the  country,  returning  at  daylight,  and  adopting  various 
means  to  elude  observation  and  to  escape  suspicion.  These  facts, 
together  with  many  others  of  the  same  character,  induce  the  belief  that 
a  widely  spread  conspiracy  exists  among  the  disloyal  people  of  the  State, 
and  threats  are  indulged  in  as  to  their  conduct  at  the  coming  election. 

A  further  cause  of  embarrassment  may  be  found  in  the  want  of  har¬ 
mony  existing  between  the  military  commander  and  the  provost-marshal. 
The  former,  being  guided  by  the  strict  letter  of  military  laAv,  and  per- 
formiug  his  duty  iu  accordance  therewith,  has  rendered  himself  unpopu¬ 
lar  with  the  loyalists,  who  regard  his  absence  from  their  society  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  susx)icion.  I  do  not,  howevei*,  regard  it  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  natural  result  of  a  desire  on  his  part  to  keep  his  acts  untrammeled 
by  feelings  of  personal  sympathy,  in  order  that  he  may  the  more  faith¬ 
fully  discharge  his  duty  to  the  Government ;  yet,  while  believing  this 
to  be  the  case  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  he  does  not  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  State.  The  latter  (provost-mar¬ 
shal),  being  a  civilian,  intermingles  freely  with  the  people,  acquainting 
himself  Avith  their  feelings  and  disposition,  and  enjoys,  apparently,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  their  confidence  and  esteem.  Being  thus  associated  he 
has  means  of  information  not  possessed  by  the  military  commander, 
and  not  deeming  himself  iu  any  Avay  accountable  to  him  a  want  of 
co-operation  is  the  result.  In  view  of  the  above  facts  I  Avould  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  the  i)ropriety  of  largely  increasing  the  military  force  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  the  same  to  be  under  the  command  of  an  efficient, 
experienced,  and  judicious  officer,  Avho  shall  be  military  commander 
and  with  whom  the  provost-marshal  shall  confer  on  all  matters  requir¬ 
ing  the  use  of  the  troops  under  his  command. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  above,  T  haAm  the  lionor  to  be,  very 
resiAectfully,  v<>ur  obedient  servant. 

LYNDE  CATLIK, 

Lieutenant- Colanel  and  Ass'istaut  Jnspeetor- General 


Special  Order.s,  }  War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  Gbneral’kS  Office, 

No.  271.  ,  ^  Wastiinf/tou^  A  u(/ust  Jfo,  1^64. 

*  ^  # 

27.  Maj.  Henry  B.  rludd,  IJ.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the 
duties  of  military  commander  of  Wilmington,  Del. 

*  #  -*■  #  *  #  * 

By  order  of  the  Se(aetary  of  War: 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

204.  8  Baltimore^  Aiujmt  15^  1864. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  * 

6.  In  obedience  to  orders  of  the  general  commanding  Middle  Military 
Division  the  detachments  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Illinois  Cavalry,  on 
duty  with  the  First  Separate  Brigade,  will  be  concentrated  without 
delay  at  Muddy  Branch,  in  the  Department  of  Washington,  and  report 
to  Major-General  Augur.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  this  order. 

***###* 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  commanding  Third  Separate  Brigade, 
is  hereby  directed  to  take  immediate  steps  to  mount  one  company  of 
militia  (100-days’  service)  for  duty  in  this  department  as  mounted  infan¬ 
try.  General  Lockwood  will  make  requisitions  for  horses  and  horse 
equipments,  and  forward  the  same  to  these  headquarters  for  approval 
without  delay. 

*  *  #  #  #  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWEENCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraJ.  > 


War  Department, 

Washington.,  I).  (7.,  August  15^  1864 — 3.35  p.  m.'^ 
Major-General  Couch, 

Harrishurg : 

There  is  no  reason  why  General  Cadwalader  should  not  be  ordered 
back  to  Philadelphia  if  you  deem  proper  to  do  so. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General  and>  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrishurg,  Pa.,  August  15,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  AV.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Div.,  IlarpeSs  Ferry,  W.  Va. : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  paragraph  10, 
Special  Orders,  No.  3,  dated  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Harper’s  Ferry,  August  9,  1864,  and  in  obedience  to  the  same,  I  here¬ 
with  transmit  a  field  return  of  my  command,  with  a  roster  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  and  detachments.  The  positions  occupied  and  by  what  troops 
are  as  follows : 

Brandyivine  Bistriet. — Chambersburg,  Pa.,  one  section  of  artillery 
from  Battery  A,  First  New  York  Artillery;  independent  company, 
Patapsco  Guards,  Maryland  V olunteers ;  four  companies  First  Battalion 
(100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Occupying  mountain  passes 
between  McConnellsburg  and  Loudon,  one  company  First  Battalion 
(100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Occupying  mountain  passes 
between  McConnellsburg  and  Mercersburg,  one  company  First  Bat¬ 
talion  (100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Between  Gettysburg  and 
Green  Mountain,  one  company  First  Battalion  (100-days’)  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  Hagerstown,  Md.,  one  company  mounted  (100-days’)  Penn- 
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sylvania  Volunteers.  Near  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  one  company  mounted 
(100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  York,  Pa.,  twocompanies Second 
jBattalion,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  One  hundred 
and  eighty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  ten  companies  Second  Bat¬ 
talion,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  on  duty  at  hospital,  &c.  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington,  three  guns  on  south  bank  of  river  near  Harrisburg  (20-pounder 
Parrotts),  convalescents;  Keystone  Battery  (100-days’),  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  four  guns  (20-pounder  Parrotts) ;  one  company  First  Battalion 
(100-days’)  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers;  two  companies  One  hundred  and 
eighty-sixth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  300  convalescents. 

Monongaliela  District. — Uniontown,  Pa.,  Battery  A,  First  New  York 
Artillery,  four  guns  (light  12-pounders),  two  companies  Veteran  Eeserve 
Corps. 

Lehigh  District. — Pottsville,  Pa.,  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  one  company  mounted  (100- 
days’)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  one  section  Keystone  Battery  (100- 
days’),  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General.,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisburg Pa.^  August  :/,■?,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader, 

Commanding  Brandywine  District.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  requests  that  you  send  the  two 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-sixth  Eegiment  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Volunteers,  now  in  Fort  Washington,  and  two  companies  of  100- 
days’  volunteers,  now  at  Chambersburg,  all  under  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Stewart,  to  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters  for 
instructions. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Major  ami  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  August  15, 1864. 

Commanding  General  Department  of  the  East, 

Afeiv  York  City: 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you  the 
following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  inasmuch  as  the  public  safety  and  necessity  for  the  transportation 
of  troops,  ordnance,  ([uartermaster’s  and  subsistence  supplies  on  the  Potomac  River 
requires  the  immediate  placing  of  light-house  boats  on  the  Potomac  River,  that 
Major-General  Dix,  commanding  the  Eastern  Department,  or  in  his  absence  the 
officer  in  command,  he  directed  to  seize  and  turn  over  to  the  Light-House  Hoard  two 
of  the  vessels  within  mentioned,  which  are  now  at  New  Bedford,  and  were  built  for 
light-house  purposes,  leaving  one  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  authorities  to 
answer  the  claim  or  liens  for  their  construction.  And  the  military  commander  afore¬ 
said  is  directed  to  use  such  military  force  as  may  be  necessary  to  seize  and  hold 
said  boats  and  deliver  them  to  the  officers  and  agents  of  said  Light-House  Board,  at 
such  places  as  the  Board  or  its  officers  may  direct,  and  that  he  also  employ  such 
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mariners,  seamen,  tugs,  and  instruments  as  may  he  necessary  for  tlie  purpose,  keep¬ 
ing  an  accurate  account  of  the  ex]ienses  incurred  in  executing  tliis  order,  and  re¬ 
porting  the  same  and  his  action  to  this  Department. 

1-:DWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  liar. 

August  15,  1864. 

The  inclosed  copy  of  an  order  signed  by  Prof.  Joseph  Henry  and 
B.  U.  Keyser,  esq.,  chief  clerk  of  the  Light-Honse  Board,  describe  the 
vessels  referred  to  in  the  Secretary’s  order. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Generah 


[Inclosure.] 

Treasury  Department, 

Office  Light-House  Board, 

Atigtist  13y  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  I  have  the 
honor  to  give  you  the  following  information  in  regard  to  light-vessels 
for  the  Potomac,  as  requested  by  yourself  in  our  interview  of  to-day. 
The  Board  has  been  frequently  urged  to  place  two  light- vessels  in  the* 
Potomac,  one  at  Upper  and  the  other  at  Lower  Cedar  Point,  since  at 
present  much  delay  is  experienced  by  transports  and  other  vessels 
navigating  that  river  on  account  of  the  absence  of  these  aids  to  navi¬ 
gation,  We  are  informed  that  vessels  arriving  at  these  points  at  night¬ 
fall  are  obliged  to  come  to  anchor,  and  so  remain  until  daylight.  These 
points  were  prior  to  the  war  occufued  by  light- vessels,  which  in  April, 
1861,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  The  Board  immediately  contracted 
for  the  construction  of  three  vessels,  two  of  which  were  intended  to 
replace  those  destroyed.  These  vessels  Avere  built  in  accordance  Avith 
the  contract,  and  on  completion  Avere  turned  over  to  the  Board,  and 
the  consideration  money,  $47,500,  paid,  but  before  they  could  be 
entirely  fitted  and  removed  from  the  place  where  they  were  built,  auz. 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  they  AA-ere  seized  by  the  civil  authorities  to  satisfy 
certain  claims  for  labor  and  material  on  them  due  by  the  contractor. 
This  occurred  upward  of  a  year  ago,  and  although  the  Light-House 
Board  has  made  various  efforts  to  adjust  the  difficulty,  the  boats  still 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  civil  officers.  The  amount  of  the  claims 
is  understood  to  be  about  $16,000,  to  satisfy  which  either  one  of  the 
vessels  would  be  amply  sufficient,  since  a  single  A’^essel  of  the  same 
class  and  description  costs  now  $36,000,*  as  per  bids  opened  to-day. 

In  Anew  of  the  foregoing,  and  also  of  the  fact  that  a  delay  of  several 
months  must  occur  before  other  A^essels  could  be  x>iepared,  it  does  not 
seem  xiroper  that  three  vessels  sliould  be  detained  from  such  an  imxior- 
tant  x^ublic  service  when  one  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claim. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HENEY, 
Member  Light-House  Board. 

P>.  U.  KEYSEE, 

Chief  Clerh. 
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City  Point,  August  16j  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  6.30  a.  m.  17th.) 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding.)  d'C.,  Winchester^  Va. : 

Fitz  Lee’s  division  is  not  in  the  Yalley.  We  took  quite  a  number 
of  prisoners  from  it  yesterday  north  of  the  James.  Kershaw’s  divis¬ 
ion  has  gone  to  the  Valley,  and  probably  two  brigades  of  Wilcox’s 
division.  Some  cavalry  has  gone,  but  I  do  not  know  whose.  I  would 
not  advise  an  attack  on  Early  in  an  intrenched  position,  but  would 
watch  him  closely  with  the  cavalry,  and  if  he  attempts  to  move  north 
follow  him.  The  100-days’  men  will  have  to  be  discharged  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  their  time  unless  there  is  a  pressing  necessity  for  detaining  them 
for  a  few  days  on  account  of  immediate  active  hostilities.  The  families 
of  most  of  Mosby’s  men  are  known,  and  can  be  collected.  I  think  they 
should  be  taken  and  kept  at  Fort  McHenry,  or  some  secure  place,  as 
hostages  for  the  good  conduct  of  Mosby  and  his  men.  Where  any  of 
Mosby’s  men  are  caught  hang  them  without  trial. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  August  16,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8  p.  m.  18th.) 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Winchester,  Va. : 

If  you  can  possibly  spare  a  division  of  cavalry,  send  them  through 
Loudoun  County,  to  destroy  and  carry  off  the  crops,  animals,  negroes, 
and  all  men  under  fifty  years  of  age  capable  of  bearing  arms.  In  this 
way  you  will  get  many  of  Mosby’s  men.  All  male  citizens  under  fifty 
can  fairly  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  as  citizen  prisoners.  If 
not  already  soldiers,  they  will  be  made  so  the  moment  the  rebel  army 
gets  hold  of  them. 


U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  August  16,  1864. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Last  night  I  moved  General  Emory  back  to  Winchester,  and  to-day 
will  move  Generals  Wright  and  Crook  back  to  this  point.  I  will  take 
position  at  or  near  Berry  ville,  holding  Snicker’s  Gap.  The  enemy  ex¬ 
tend  across  the  Valley  from  Fisher’s  Hill  to  Korth  Mountain.  Lee’s 
cavalry  and  Imboden  are  at  Front  Eoyal.  I  have  maintained  the  defen¬ 
sive  since  the  receipt  of  General  Grant’s  telegram,  but  cannot  stay  at 
this  point.  I  have  had  nothing  later  from  you  than  your  telegram  of 
13th  notifying  me  of  Generals  Wilson  and  Grover  being  en  route  via 
Snicker’s  Gap.  Kothing  from  General  Grant  later  than  12th.  There 
has  been  some  little  skirmishing  about  possession  of  a  hill  on  my  skirmish 
line,  but  of  not  much  moment.  Loss  about  thirty  or  forty  wounded. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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AVashinoton,  D.  0.,  August  16,  1864. 

(Via  Harper’s  Ferry.) 

Major- General  Sheridan  : 

The  discharge  of  the  Ohio  militia  leaves  West  Virginia  much  exposed 
to  raids,  and  there  are  no  troops  that  can  be  sent  for  its  defense  except 
from  your  army. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  A^a.,  August  16,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Seeretary  of  ^yar: 

Just  arrived  from  Sheridan’s  front  at  Cedar  Creek,  which  place  I  left 
at  7  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  position  of  the  two  armies  was  unchanged 
at  that  hour.  The  enemy  was  shelling  a  portion  of  our  picket-line  to 
obtain  iiossession  of  a  position  from  which  General  AAVight  dislodged 
him  the  evening  before.  At  Berry ville  Colonel  Hammond,  from  AVin- 
chester,  reported  to  me  the  Nineteenth  Corps  broke  up  camp  at  11 
p.  m.  yesterday,  and  was  all  in  Winchester  before  daylight  this  morn¬ 
ing.  No  firing  was  heard  toward  Cedar  Creek  at  daylight.  Generals 
Wilson  and  Grover  are  at  Snicker’s  Gap  and  will  both  be  up  to  Berry- 
ville  to-night.  The  re- enforcement  of  the  enemy  as  telegraphed  by  you 
is  in  many  ways  confirmed.  It  is  not  certain  whether  that  force  joined 
Early  or  is  now  in  rear  of  Front  Royal ;  indications  of  the  latter.  Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan  says  his  fighting  infantry  cannot  exceed  20,000,  exclusive 
of  Grover’s;  his  cavalry  not  over  7,500,  including  AAJlson’s.  Averell 
at  Martinsburg  this  morning  at  2  a.  m.  General  Stevenson  assumes 
command  of  this  district  to  day.  Will  leave  for  AVashington  to-morrow 
noon  unless  to  the  contrary  ordered  by  you.  Guerrillas  infest  the 
country  between  here  and  Winchester.  Trains  require  strong  escorts. 
A  little  party  twenty  minutes  ahead  of  my  escort  was  attacked  beyond 
Charlestown.  The  lieutenant  and  two  men  killed  and  six  captured, 
one  escaped. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  16, 1864 — .9  p.  m. 

(Received  9.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seeretary  of  War: 

Captain  Page,  assistant  quartermaster,  left  Cedar  Creek  at  8  o’clock 
this  morning  and  just  arrived  here,  a  dense  fog  being  over  the  Valley, 
enveloping  both  armies,  and  had  not  scattered  when  he  left.  The  Sixth 
Corps  and  Crook’s  command  hold  the  same  line  as  yesterday  and  day 
before.  The  Nineteenth  Corps  is  in  Winchester.  No  firing  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  no  indications  that  the  enemy  had  shifted  his  line.  This  infor¬ 
mation  is  reliable. 


N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creeh,  Va.,  August  16,  1864. 

The  Sixth  Corps  and  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia  will  move  at 
8  o’clock  to-night,  the  16th  instant,  from  their  present  position  to  Clif¬ 
ton,  via  Winchester.  The  movements  of  these  troops  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Major-General  Wright,  who  will  make  all  the  necessary 
arrangements.  The  cavalry  will  move  to-morrow  morning  in  accord¬ 
ance  witli  instructions  already  given  by  Brigadier-General  Torbert,  who 
will  send  a  staff  officer  to  remain  with ‘General  Wright  during  the 
movement.  The  headquarters  of  the  major-general  commanding  will 
be  at  Winchester  until  the  arrival  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  General 
Crook’s  command.  Major-General  Crook  will  report  for  detailed 
instructions  to.  Major-General  Wright. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  rOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  16,  1864. 

Col.  J.  Howard  Kitching, 

Commanding  Sixth  New  Yorh  Heavy  Artillery: 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  [you]  report 
for  duty,  with  your  regiment,  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Hardin,  commanding 
division.  On  application,  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  resiiectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Chief  of  Staff'  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,  August  16,  1864. 

(Eeceived  8  p.  m.) 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff' : 

Colonel:  The  patrols  report  all  quiet.  It  is  reported  by  citizens 
that  Mosby,  with  500  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  has  gone  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  Company  H,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  has 
been  ordered  to  report  to  their  regiment  as  directed. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Frovost-Marshal-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  August  16,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Twenty -second  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  Washington  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  has  yet  been 
heard  from  the  x)arty  sent  toward  Warrenton.  I  leave  to-morrow 
7iiorning,  Avith  every  man  who  can  be  had  of  the  Sixteeiitli  New  York 
V(duiiteer  Cavalry,  for  the  Eaxipahannock.  I  suppose  that  the  Avhole 
force  will  be  about  275  men.  I  should  have  moved  to-day,  but  the  fail- 


814 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


lire  to  get  horseslioes  in  the  Sixteenth,  and  other  delays,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  postpone.  I  had  hoped,  too,  to  have  the  benefit  of  what¬ 
ever  information  might  have  been  gained  by  the  party  now  out.  They 
will  probably  return  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorh  Volnnteer  Cavalry^  Comely.  Brigade. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Ategust  16^  1864. 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  for  to-night: 

1.  At  8  o’clock  the  Army  of  West  Virginia,  Brevet  Major-Oeneral 
Crook  commanding,  will  move,  via  Winchester,  to  Clifton. 

2.  The  Sixth  Corps  will  follow,  taking  the  same  route  in  the  following 
order:  first,  the  trains;  second.  Third  Division;  third.  First  Divis¬ 
ion.  The  ambulances  will  accompany  the  divisions  to  which  they  be¬ 
long.  The  batteries  in  reserve  will  be  assigned  for  the  march  by  the 
chief  of  artillery  and  to  the  divisions,  one  to  each.  Brigadier-General 
Kicketts,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  detail  a  strong  regiment  to 
accompany  the  trains  as  guard. 

3.  The  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  under  Die  direction  of  Colonel  Pen¬ 
rose,  corps  officer  of  the  day  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  pickets  of  General  Crook’s  command,  both  of  whom  will  report  to 
these  headquarters  for  special  instructions  at  6.30  this  p.  m.  . 

4.  The  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Getty,  will 
act  as  rear  guard,  and  follow  the  route  above  indicated  when  all  the 
pickets  have  been  withdrawn  and  have  passed  him. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEK, 

Aetirig  Assistant  Adjutemt- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Aieg^ist  16j  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Bussell, 

First  Division : 

The  commanding  general  wishes  that  care  be  taken  to-night  that 
nothing  is  done  to  indicate  that  a  movement  is  to  take  place,  such  as 
striking  the  tents  before  dark  or  by  unusual  fires  after  dark. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIEB, 

Alajor  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

"  Heaton  House^  August  16 j  1864. 

Maj.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Acting  Assistayit  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  160  or  200  of  the  enemy, 
accompanied  by  Mosby  himself,  and  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  U.  S. 
troops,  are  now  a  short  distance  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Middletown. 
One  of  the  party  has  been  within  the  limits  of  our  camps  to-day,  and 
the  movement  published  for  to-night  was  circulated  among  the  men  of 
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luy  commaud  long  before  tiie  order  coiicerniiig  it  reached  these  head¬ 
quarters.  The  information  relative  to  the  presence  of  these  x)arties, 
above  referred  to,  comes  from  a  source  that  cannot  be  doubted.  I  for¬ 
ward  this  communication  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  the  protection 
of  our  rear  and  the  bringing  up  of  all  stragglers. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  EDWAEDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Winchester.,  Ya.,  August  16,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Militarg  Division  : 

General  1  arrived  here  this  morning  at  5  o’clock.  This  place  is 
entirely  indefensible  j  it  is  a  basin  surrounded  by  heights  which  are 
commanded  by  other  heights.  Unless  there  is  some  object  which  does 
not  occur  to  me  at  this  time,  I  would  suggest  that  the  crossing  of  the 
Opequon  is  a  better  x>osition.  I  am  told  that  a  small  force  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  has  been  seen  in  the  pine  woods  near  Kernstown  and 
to  the  south  of  the  ford.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  cavalry  is 
so  near  at  hand.  By  my  calculations  Grover  will  get  no  nearer  than 
the  Shenandoah  to-day. 

I  am,  very  resj^ectfully, 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  August  16,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Armij  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
your  commaud  in  readiness  to  march  at  4  a.  m.  August  17,  1864. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  EOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headqx  arters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,, August  16,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  subsist¬ 
ence  trains  of  this  army  move  out  from  this  place  at  12  o’clock  to-night, 
under  the  escort  of  Colonel  Currie’s  brigade,  of  your  corps.  Colonel 
Currie  will  move  the  trains  out  on  the  Winchester  and  Harper’s  Ferry 
road,  via  Summit  Point,  and  will  park  them  at  Summit  Point;  he  will 
have  entire  charge  of  the  trains,  and  will  be  held  responsible  for  their 
safety. 

Captain  Alexander,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  will  report  to 
Colonel  Currie  to  pilot  him  through  to  the  point  designated  for  the 
parking  of  the  trains. 

JAS.  W.  EOESYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

August  lb\  1864. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Army  of  West  Virgmia: 

General  :  In  transmitting  to  you  the  order*  for  the  march  to-night 
I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  custom,  the  details  of  the  march  of  your  command  are  left 
with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  WJIITTIER, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

No  copy  has  been  furnished  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  your  pickets. 
Will  you  please  direct  him  to  report  here  as  indicated  in  the  order. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cedar  Creeh,  Va.,  August  16,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

General:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  lieutenant-general 
commanding,  you  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  the  destruction  of  all  the  wheat  and  hay  south  of 
a  line  from  Millwood  to  Winchester  and  Petticoat  Gap.  You  will  seize 
all  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  that  may  be  useful  to  our  army.  Loyal 
citizens  can  bring  in  their  claims  against  the  Government  for  this 
necessary  destruction.  No  houses  will  be  burned,  and  officers  in  charge 
of  this  delicate,  but  necessary,  duty  must  inform  the  people  that  the 
object  is  to  make  this  Valley  untenable  for  the  raiding  jDarties  of  the 
rebel  army. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  16,  1864. 

General  Merritt: 

I  am  directed  by  the  chief  of  cavalry  to  say  that  General  Wilson  is 
at  the  Shenandoah  where  the  Berryville  and  Snicker’s  Gap  road  crosses 
the  river.  If  you  meet  or  hear  of  his  column,  stop  it  on  the  Berryville 
and  Winchester  pike. 

Very  respectfully,  - 

M.  A.  BENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  8taff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  16,  1864. 

The  command  will  saddle  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  and  march 
at  5  a.  m. 

1.  The  First  Brigade  (General  Custer)  will  move  from  its  present 
position  along  the  river  road  to  the  left  of  Leedstown  Ferry,  across  Bur¬ 
den  and  Wolf  idarshes,  to  the  south  of  White  Post  and  Millwood,  and, 
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keeping  to  tlie  riglit  of  tlie  Millwood  and  Berryville  i^ike,  halt  and 
await  orders  near  where  the  Back  Marsh  Eun  crosses  the  Berryville 
and  Snickersville  road. 

2.  The  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Devin)  will  move  from  its  present 
l)Osition  across  the  country  by  White  Post,  Millwood,  and  Stone 
Chapel,  on  Chapel  Eun,  and  halt  near  Berryville. 

3.  The  Eeserve  Brigade  (Colonel  Gibbs)  will  move  from  its  present 
position  on  the  pike  toward  Winchester  until  within  two  miles  west 
of  White  Post,  when  the  main  body  will  incline  to  the  northeast,  tak¬ 
ing  the  route  pursued  by  the  cavalry  in  making  the  advance,  and 
keeping  to  the  south  of  Limestone  Eidge  direct  its  march  across  the 
country,  halting  near  Berryville  for  orders.  One  regiment  of  this  bri¬ 
gade  will  cross  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Opequon  Creek,  moving  down  the 
creek  on  that  bank  about  a  mile  from  the  river,  recrossing  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  across  the  country  Avhen  it  arrives  at  a  point  northwest  from 
that  town,  when  it  Avill  rejoin  the  brigade. 

The  above  instructions  will  be  deviated  from  only  so  f‘4i‘  as  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  continue  the  march  in  the  general  direction  indicated.  An 
intimate  connection  Avill  be  kept  up  between  the  columns  as  they 
advance,  an‘d  frequent  reports  will  be  made  by  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  columns  on  the  Hanks  to  these  headquarters,  which  will  move 
with  the  Second  Brigade. 

Further  instructions  will  be  sent 'by  staff  officers. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Merritt : 

A.  E.  DANA, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

N^ear  Winchester  and  Millwood.  Filies^  on  Berryville  and 

«  White  Post  Road.;  F«.,  Atigust  16,  1864 — .9  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  communication  of  August  15,  inclosing  orders  and  dispatches 
from  General  Sheridan,  was  received  this  morning  8.30.  The  dispatch 
for  General  Grm^er  was  forwarded  without  delay  by  an  escort  of  one 
squadron.  General  Grover  having  camped  on  Goose  Creek  last  night. 
I  shall  reach  Nineveh  or  Stony  Point  by  7  in  the  morning.  I  have 
picked  up  the  detachments  at  Berryville.  Have  five  full  days’  rations 
from  this  morning  (will  hold  out  seven)  and  about  one  full  day’s  ration 
of  forage.  Sent  ninety-six  wagons  this  evening  for  sui)i)lies  to  Har- 
l)er’s  Ferry;  will  reach  there  to-morrow  night.  Have  130  rounds  of 
Spencer  ammunition  and  150  Sharps  per  man.  My  horses  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  which  need  shoeing.  Please 
request  the  major-general  commanding  to  order  the  Teturn  of  all  men 
of  my  division  serving  with  the  Nineteenth  and  Sixth  Corps  and  in  the 
Department  of  Washington;  also  that  my  forges  and  transportation, 
which  had  not  arrived  at  Washington  when  the  division  left,  to  be  foi^ 
warded  with  as  little  delay  as  iK)ssible.  The  animals  furnished  in 
Washington  are  very  poor  and  the  forges  indispensable.  Captain 
'  Whitaker  was  directed  to  proceed  to  your  headquarters  this  morning. 
Lieutenant  Noyes  carries  this  and  will  bring  any  orders  you  may  have. 

j.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Coinmanding. 

52  R  R — yoh  XLIll,  FT  I 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Aiigiist  16^  1864. 

The  attention  of  brigade  commanders  is  again  directed  to  the  orders 
of  suppression  of  marauding  and  to  the  illegal  seizure  of  property. 
The  men  of  the  command  must  not  be  permitted  as  individuals  to  enter 
houses  or  inclosures,  but  when  either  provisions  or  forage  are  necessary 
the  proper  staff  officers  of  brigades  and  regiments,  with  necessary 
details  of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  will  seize  whatever  may  be  needed, 
giving  receipts  in  accordance  with  the  present  regulations  of  the  Quar¬ 
termaster’s  Department.  On  the  march  men  must  npt  be  permitted  to 
leave  the  ranks  with  their  arms,  horses,  or  accouterments,  except  on 
duty. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBEBT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  16^  1864. 


Brigadier- General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

General  :  The  general  directs  me  to  suggest  to  you  to  leave  some 
wagons  with  picked  men  concealed 'in  them  somewhat  in  rear  as  a  decoy 
for  bushwhackers.  He  leaves  the  manner  of  doing  it  entirely  to  your 
own  discretion,  but  thinks  that  by  this  way  some  of  the  bushwhackers 
may  be  deceived  and  captured. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  16,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  :  The  general  directs  that  you  send  the  inclosed  dispatch 
to  General  Grover,  commanding  division  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  with 
one  good  squadron  on  the  road  back  toward  Leesburg,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  commanding  officer  to  return  to  this  command  as  wsoon  as 
dispatch  is  delivered.  He  will  find  the  division  of  infantry  probably 
between  Purcellville  and  Leesburg.  The  order  to  return  is  based  upon 
the  supposition  that  General  Grover  may  wish  to  retain  cavalry,  and  is 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Sheridan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBERT, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Berryvillej  Va.,  Atigust  16^  1864, 

Brigadier- General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry,,  Middle  MiliUiry  Division: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  place  with 
my  command  at  13  o’clock  this  a.  m.  Found  everything  quiet.  General 
Wilson  is  at  Harper’s  Ferry  with  his  command,  having  arrived  this 
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morning.  I  am  unable  to  encamp  at  the  precise  place  indicated  by  you 
on  account  of  scarcity  of  water.  No  chance  to  obtain  forage  from  the 
country  for  my  command.  I  am  encamped  about  one  mile  from  the 
town  on  the  Charlestown  road.  All  roads  are  clear. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  16^  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Duffie, 

Commandmg  Division: 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  just  received  from  Major- 
General  Sheridan,  I  request  that  all  the  cavalry  now  under  your  com¬ 
mand  and  belonging  to  this  division  and  the  Second  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  be  assembled  at  or  near  Berry ville  and  turned  over  to  my  com¬ 
mand  as  soon  as  we  shall  reach  Berryville,  which  will  probably  be  at 
2  o’clock  this  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Yiroinia, 
Martinshtirg^  W.  Va.^  August  16,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  detachment  of  the 
Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry  at  Beverly  be  ordered  to  join  the  regiment  at  this 
place  at  once.  It  is  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  occupy  West  Virginia 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  until  the  railroad  is  repaired  west  of 
Staunton.  The  country  is  perfectly  destitute  of  supxilies,  and  no  force 
except  small  parties  can  operate  in  Kandolph  County.  There  are 
plenty  of  discharged  soldiers  in  Barbour  and  Harrison  Counties  who 
can  take  care  of  all  the  guerrillas  in  that  section.  It  is  very  important 
that  the  400  men  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  now  at  Beverly,  should 
join  the  regiment  at  once.  It  is  one  of  the  best  veteran  regiments  in 
service,  but  is  unfortunately  armed  with  the  Union  carbine,  in  which 
the  men  have  no  confidence.  I  desire  to  get  the  regiment  together  and 
arm  them  with  Enfield  rifles.  They  are  the  finest  skirmishers  and 
sliarpshooters  in  service.  Their  separation  is  detrimental  to  their 
discipline  and  their  accounts  are  in  a  very  disorderly  state.  In  its 
])resent  position  it  is  of  no  use;  together,  it  would  add  greatly  to  the 
strength  of  my  division. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AYER  ELL, 

Brigadier-  G  eneral . 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Yihginia, 
Martinshurg^  W.  Va.^  August  16,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Aliddle  Military  Division: 

Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  tlie  fact  that* there 
are  at  Beverly,  W.  Va.,  besides  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  about  200  of 
the  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  country 
and  perfectly  able,  with  the  assistance  of  local  organizations,  to  dis¬ 
perse  all  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy  in  that  section.  I  mention 
the  fact  to  show  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  detachment  of  the 
Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry  remaining  at  that  place. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Martinshurg,  August  16,  1864. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  paragraph  2, 
General  Orders,  FTo.  52,  headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia 
(just  received  at  these  headquarters),  stating  that  the  guns  abandoned 
by  Lieutenant  Means,  First  West  Virginia  Artillery,  were  brought  off 
by  infantry.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  these  guns  were  found  abandoned 
by  myself  while  my  division  was  covering  the  retreat  of  the  forces 
engaged.  I  dismounted  myself  and  superintended  the  arrangements 
for  hauling  off  the  guns,  and  sent  them  off  the  field  in  charge  of  the 
sergeant-major  First  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  who  reported  with  them 
to  my  adjutant- general  at  Martinsburg  on  the  morning  of  the  25th. 
At  the  time  I  found  the  guns  they  were  abandoned  and  no  infantry 
was  near  them.  In  view  of  these  facts  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
such  correction  will  be  made  as  will  give  to  the  men  of  my  division  the 
credit  of  saving  those  i)ieces. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper^s  Ferry,  Va.,  Augtist  16,  1864. 

[Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell:] 

General  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  this  military  division  and 
Military  Department  of  West  Virginia,  I  have  assumed  command  of 
this  military  district.  To-day  it  is  developed  that  the  enemy  has 
accumulated  between  this  point  and  the  front,  making  the  vicinity  of 
Charlestown  their  theater  of  operation^,  a  force  of  about  600  or  700 
mounted  guerrillas;  they  threaten  our  communication  and  jeopardize 
all  trains  started  from  this  ])oiiit.  LTnless  your  instructions  are  definite 
from  General  Torbert  to  remain  at  Martinsburg,  I  require  at  least 
1,000  of  your  command,  with  such  artillery  (say,  at  least,  one  section) 
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as  you  Lave  that  can  be  used  witli  tlie  force,  to  immediately  occupy 
Charlestown.  Move  there  to-morrow  morning'  at  daylight  and  clean 
the  enemy  out.  Report  to  me  by  the  couriers  whether  your  command 
can  do  this  work.  Its  importance  requires  a  prompt  move. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-General ^  IJ.  Volmiteers. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  August  16)  1864. 

(Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Major-Ceneral,  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  term  of  service  of  five  regiments  of  Ohio  National  Guards  expires 
within  the  next  three  days.  These  regiments  constitute  my  entire 
force  east  of  Piedmont,  except  small  detachments  of  the  Sixth  and  Elev¬ 
enth  Virginia  Infantry.  Officers  and  men  of  the  100-days’  regiments 
are  extremely  anxious  to  be  promptly  sent  home.  General  Crook 
•  informs  me  he  has  no  troops  to  spare  me  to  take  their  place.  Would 
it  be  possible  to  send  me  three  regiments  temporarily  from  Washington 
or  Baltimore?  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  is  now  in  working 
order  as  far  east  as  Mai  tinsburg.  Besides  the  protection  of  the  rail¬ 
road  and  public  property,  we  have  at  this  point  1,500  patients  in  hos¬ 
pital. 

B.  P.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

(Copy  to  General  Crook.) 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  24.  j  Cumberland.,  August  16^  1864. 

.  ******* 

III.  The  detachment  of  the  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry  now  at 
Beverly  will  be  placed  en  route  to  this  point  without  delay.  The 
mounted  portion  of  the  detachment  will  march  via  Seneca  and  Green¬ 
land  Gap,  and  the  dismounted  men  will  proceed  with  the  baggage,  &c., 
of  tlie  detachment  to  Webster,  W.  Va.,  from  which  point  they  will  be 
transported  by  cars.  The  assistant  quartermaster  at  Grafton  will  pro¬ 
vide  transportation. 

#  #  #  ###  #  ^ 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kelley: 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Augu.st  16^  1864. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff': 

I  have  notified  deserters  from  draft  of  Columbia  County  that  if  they 
reported  themselves  by  Saturday  night,  20th  Instant,  the  charge  of 
desertion  would  be  remitted  by  me.  I  am  here  with  ample  force  to  do 
what  troops  can  do,  but  consider  the  above  course  as  eminently  proper. 
Please  notify  me  quickly  if  my  action  is  not  approved. 

I).  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


(Same  to  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend.) 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Awfmt  17,  1804—9  a.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.  18tli.) 

.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Near  Winchester^  Va. : 


Our  movement  to  tlie  north  of  the  James  River  has  exercised  the 
enemy  a  great  deal,  and  from  statements  of  prisoners  he  has  lost  very 
heavily;  it  has,  too,  undoubtedly  prevented  sending  re-enforcements 
to  the  Valley.  Richmond  is  now  threatened  by  no  mean  force  on  the 
north,  and  Petersburg  by  a  large  force  on  the  south.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  the  constant  vigilance  I  shall  compel  the  enemy  to  keep 
up  will  force  him  to  recall  a  large  portion  of  Early’s  force.  Watch 
closely  and  be  prepared  to  move  at  any  moment.  If  you  find  Early 
sending  off  anv  of  his  troops  strike  suddenly  and  hard. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Berryville,  Va.,  August  17,  1864 — .9  p.  ni. 
Lieut.  Gen.  tJ.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

All  your  dispatches  have  been  received.  Kershaw’s  division  is  here, 
and  Wickham’s  and  Lomax’s  brigades,  of  Eitz  Lee’s  cavalry  division,- 
also  another  brigade  from  Reams’  Station.  The  First  Cavalry  Division 
captured  300  prisoners  yesterday ;  most  of  them  belonged  to  Kershaw’s 
division.  One  division  of  A.  P.  Hill’s  corps  is  reported  here,  but  no 
prisoners  taken.  The  position  that  I  held  in  front  of  Strasburg  was  a 
very  bad  one,  from  which  I  could  be  forced  at  any  time  precipitately. 
Winchester  is  untenable  except  as  a  provisioned  garrison.  I  have, 
therefore,  taken  a  position  near  Berryville,  which  will  enable  me  to  get 
in  their  rear  if  they  should  get  strong  enough  to  push  north.  Win¬ 
chester  is  now  held  by  the  cavalry,  with  one  brigade  of  infantry  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  to  act  with  it.  The  cavalry  engagement  in  front  of  Front 
Royal  was  splendid;  it  was  on  open  ground;  the  saber  was  freely 
used  by  our  men.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Generals  Merritt  and  Custer 
and  Colonel  Devin.  Aly  impression  is  that  troops  are  still  arriving. 
Kershaw’s  and  Eitz  Lee’s  diyisions  came  through  Culpeper.  Mosby 
has  annoyed  me  and  captured  a  few  wagons.  We  hung  one  and  shot 
six  of  his  men  yesterday.  I  have  burned  all  wheat  and  hay,  and 
brought  off*  all  stock,  sheep,  cattle,  horses,  &c.,  south  of  Winchester. 
The  prisoners  captured  belong  to  Kershaw’s  division,  and  Wickham’s 
and  Lomax’s  brigades,  of  Eitz  Lee’s  cavalry  division. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


[August  17,  1804. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  operations, 
see  p.  19.] 


*  Harper’s  Ferry,  August  17,  1864. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

A  soldier  left  as  nurse  to  wounded  at  Paris  some  weeks  since  came 
in  with  rebel  surgeon’s  pass  to-day  for  medicine  and  clothing  to  take 
to  our  men.  He  left  Paris  Monday  morning  6  o’clock.  He  heard  of  no 
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enemy  except  Mosby  and  AVliite.  They  were  east  of  the  Blue  llidge. 
The  citizens  talked  freely  with  him.  He  repeats  the  same  thing  before 
stated  with  regard  to  re-enforcements,  and  says  a  division  of  rebel 
cavalry  is  at  hhont  Royal.  General  Sheridan's  information  placed 
ritzlmgh  Lee  there.  An  officer  left  tliree  miles  this  side  Berryville 
at  daylight.  He  heard  artillery  firing  toward  Winchester.  I  will  have 
a  messenger  from  Berryville  in  short  time. 

N.  B.  (TllPMAN, 
CoJonel  (i:n(l  Aide-de-Cani}). 


Harpeti’s  Ferry,  August  77,  1864. 

(Received  9.45  ]>.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Just  received  dispatch  from  General  Averel].  I  get  the  same  news 
from  other  sources  and  think  it  correct.  One  of  iny  couriers  saw  the 
prisoners  at  Winchester.  A  return  escort  is  due  here  at  10  o’clock 
to-night.  Hope  tlien  to  give  you  further  and  definite  information. 
Here  is  Averell’s  dispatch : 

MaktinsbuRG,  Jiiflusf  17,  1864. 

Col.  N.  P.  Chipman, 

Aide-de-Camp  : 

Your  dispatches  are  received  aud  sent  forward  hy  a  staff  officer.  One  of  my  scouts 
brings  the  report  that  two  brigades  of  our  cavalry  fought  Hoke’s  division,  of  Long- 
street’s  corps,  and  Wickham’s  and  Lomax’s  cavalry  near  Front  Royal  last  evening, 
capturing  three  battle-flags  and  300  prisoners  from  the  enemy.  General  Sheridan  was 
at  Winchester  at  11  a.  m.  to-day.  The  enemy’s  movements  seem  to  be  upon  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  left  flank.  1  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  before  morning  to  what  extent  Early 
has  been  re-enforced. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Muddy  Branch,  August  17,  1864. 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel:  The  detachment  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  5  officers  and 
about  130  men,  have  reported  from  Middle  Department. 

Respectfully, 


,mO.  M.  WAITE, 

MajoVj  d'C. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  August  17^  1864. 

Colonel  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  patrols  report  all  quiet  to-day.  We  have  a  man  who 
was  taken  prisoner  by  Mosby  at  Berryville,  Va.,  and  escaped.  Mosby 
captured  at  the  same  time  a  commissary  train  and  the  guard.  He  took 
460  mules  and  20  horses.  He  burned  the  stores. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester^  Va.^  August  i7,  1864 — 1,20  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  y outmarch 
at  4  a.  m.,  with  your  corps,  via  the  Berry ville  iiike,  to  Berry  ville,*taking 
position  with  your  command  on  the  ground  camped  on  by  your  corps 
on  the  evening  of  the  first  day’s  march  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
TAeittenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

CouH-House^  Berryville,  Ya.^  August  17,  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  headquarters  of  the  major-general  commanding  are 
established  at  the  court-house,  Berryville,  Va.  Please  send  three 
orderlies  to  remain  here  to-night,  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  find¬ 
ing  your  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  I^iyision,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

August  17,  1864. 

Maj.  D.  S.  Walker, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  for  the  information  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding, 
in  reference  to  the  failure  of  part  of  this  command  to  march  at  the 
appointed  hour  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  orders 
to  be  in  readiness  to  move  were  transmitted  to  Colonel  Beal,  command¬ 
ing  First  Brigade,  without  a  moment’s  delay  on  the  part  of  these  head¬ 
quarters,  as  were  also  the  orders  to  march;  that  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-third  New  York  Volunteers,  detailed  as  advance  guard,  moved 
punctually  at  4  a.  m.;  that  Colonel  Beal’s  command  was  encamped 
distant  from  the  town  half  a  mile  or  more;  that  the  train,  in  rear  of 
which  Colonel  Beal  was  directed  to  march,  did  not  move  with  either 
punctuality  or  regularity,  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  troops  of 
the  Second  Division  blocked  the  way  in  town,  rendering  it  extremely 
difficult  for  regimental  teams  to  join  the  main  train.  The  blockading 
of  the  streets,  as  stated,  interfered  with  the  movements  of  the  First 
Maine  Battery,  Captain  Bradbury  falling  in  rear  of  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  supposing  it  to  be  Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 
I  beg  to  inclose  statement  of  Colonel  Beal  in  the  matter. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandiug^ 
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Hdqrs.  First  Brio.,  First  Div.,  Nineteenth  Corps, 

BerryviUe^  Va.^  August  17^  1864. 

Captain  Leefe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^  First  Div.,  19th  Corp^: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  in  answer  to 
your  inquiry  why  the  brigade  of  my  command  did  not  move  at  the  hour 
api)ointed  this  morning :  Orders  were  received  to  march  at  4  a.  m.,  and 
the  troops  were  ready  at  that  hour.  About  3.45  orders  were  received 
to  send  one  regiment  ahead  as  advance  guard.  I  detailed  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty -third  New  York,  and  they  started  at  precisely  4  o’clock. 
Knowing  that  some  time  would  elapse  before  the  trains  would  be  made 
up,  I  gave  the  men  twenty  minutes  more  to  drink  their  coffee  and  fill 
their  canteens,  then  started  with  the  brigade  and  moved  with  all  dis¬ 
patch  through  the  streets,  which  were  blocked  by  wagons  and  troops 
of  other  brigades.  I  arrived,  without  very  much  delay,  outside  the 
town,  halted  a  moment  while  the  rear  wagons  of  the  train  in  my  front 
moved  out  of  park,  and  then  proceeded  on,  without  any  delay  to  myself 
and  without  delaying  of  hers. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  BEAL, 

Colonel  Tiventy -ninth  Maine,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Berryville,  Va.,  August  17,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Grover,  Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  You  were  expected  at  this  place  this  morning  to  join  the 
corps;  it  is  very  desirable  that  you  do  so.  The  general  commanding 
directs,  therefore,  that  you  move  here  at  once. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  17,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Merritt  : 

March  to  Winchester  as  soon  as  your  command  is  sufficiently  rested. 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade, 

August  17,  1864 — OAO  a.  m. 
Capt.  A.  E.  Dana,  Assistant  Adjutant -General  : 


Captain  :  I  have  reached  the  cross-roads  and  find  General  Wilson’s 
column  going  up  the  turnpike  toward  Winchester.  The  rear  of  his 
command  is  just  glassing.  I  have  concluded  not  to  send  a  regiment  uj) 
the  Opequon,  as  he  will  probably  sweep  that  country. 

V ery  respectfully, 


No  report  from  the  infantry. 


ALFRED  GIBBS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


A.  G. 
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Special  Okdees,  (  War  Dept.,  Ad.jt.  General’^  Office, 

1^0.273.  f  \V(whin(jt()n,  A^iffiist  17,  1864. 

*  *  *  ^ 

40.  The  following  assignment  of  signal  officers  is  hereby  made:  X3apt. 
O.  H.  Howard,  to  the  command  of  the  signal  detachment,  Department 
of  West  Yirginia. 

**#*##* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Admtant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  AYroinia, 

No.  150.  S  BerryviUej  Va.^  Aufiust  17,  1864. 

The  regiments  of  Ohio  National  Guard  (100-days’ men)  now  serving 
in  this  department  will  be  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  be  mustered  out 
of  service  as  rapidly  as  their  respective  terms  expire.  The  quarter- 
masters  department  will  be  directed  to  furnish' the  necessary  transpor¬ 
tation. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Crook : 

B.  G.  BIEE, 

Assista')(t  Adjutant -General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper^s  Ferry, 

Harper^^  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  17,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Sir  :  I  assumed  command  last  night.  Finding  all  trains  threatened 
by  guerrillas,  and  that  they  are  in  force,  largely  increased  by  a  con¬ 
centration  of  several  organizations  under  Mosby,  making  the  vicinity 
of  Charlestown  their  theater  of  operations,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
oidy  safety  to  our  trains  and  couriers  is  the  posting  a  force  at  Charles¬ 
town,  with  General  Duffie  at  Berry  vide,  and  1,000  of  Averelfs  force 
at  Charlestown,  with  orders  by  constant  scouting  to  keep  the  country 
clear.  I  think  we  can  send  forward  everything  without  loss.  As  mat¬ 
ters  now  stand  no  small  party  or  train  with  small  guard  is  safe.  I 
have  written  to  General  Averell  requesting  him  to  occupy  Charlestown 
with  1,000  men  and  one  section  of  artillery,  unless  his  orders  are  per¬ 
emptory  from  General  Torbert  to  remain  at  Martinsburg.  If  he  does 
so  it  will  render  all  communication  perfectly  secure.  Nothing  but 
gross  carelessness  will  enable  the  enemy  to  interfere.  If  you  have  use 
for  Averell,  a  force  should  be  provided  for  Charlestown.  The  quarter¬ 
master,  Captain  Gardner,  informs  me  that  by  Saturday  night  he  can 
have  trains  running  to  that  point,  and  will  therefore  save  twenty-four 
miles  to  our  trains,  avoiding  the  heavy  hills  between  this  post  and  that 
j)oint.  Should  your  iiurposes  embrace  the  using  of  Charlestown  as 
your  advance  depot  I  will  endeavor  to  protect  the  road  to  that  point. 
Your  instructions  in  regard  to  this  post  are  being  carried  out,  and  per¬ 
haps  a  few  days  will  cure  existing  effils. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General, 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdors.  Mil.  Dist.  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Xo.  2.  )  Harperh  Ferry^  IF.  F«.,  August  17,  1864.  , 

Captain  Faithful,  First  Marylanil  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  is  hereby 
appointed  assistant  provost-marshal  of  the  Military  District  of  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly.  Captain 
Faithful  will  take  the  supervision  of  the  line  from  Sandy  Hook  to 
Monocacy,  and  see  that  all  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  are  strictly 
carried  out  and  good  order  observed.  He  will  make  duplicate  daily 
reports  to  these  headquarters  and  to  the  provost-marshal.  Captain 
Pratt. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Stevenson: 

H.  M.  BUELEIGH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  Aiigust  17,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commandmg  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  Your  communications  concerning  the  change  of  your 
battery  received.  Your  letter*  inquiring  as  to  whether  you  shall  re¬ 
main  at  Martinsburg  has  been  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Torbert, 
chief  of  cavalry.  Middle  Military  Division. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  August  17,  1864, 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  You  will  remain  at  Martinsburg  until  further  orders.  In 
the  meantime  push  matters  to  fit  your  command  for  active  service. 
Send  to  me  an  application  to  have  Battery  L,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, 
changed  to  horse  artillery,  and  it  Avill  be  done  if  possible.  Send 
up  a  recommendation  for  Col.  W.  H.  Powell,  Second  Virginia  Cav¬ 
alry.  I  will  be  at  Winchester  at  least  as  long  as  I  can  stay.  Third 
Division  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  here,  or  coming  in,  and  the 
First  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  will  be  here  to-morrow.  Com¬ 
municate  with  me  directly.  I  am  afraid  to  write  more,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Send  me  a  return  of  your  command. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOEBEET, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


[August  17,  1864. — For  Eeno  to  Averell,  ordering  latter  to  fall  back 
to  Charlestown,  &c.,  see  p.  502.] 

*See  Averell  to  Forsyth,  August  15,  i).  804. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Martinsh^irg^  ^Y.  Ya.^  August  17 j  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  HarpeYs  Ferry : 

General:  By  direction  of  General  AA^erell  1  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday,  reporting  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  500  or  600  guerrillas  at  Charlestown,  and  directing  him  to  take 
1,000  men,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  clean  them  out.’^  I  am 
instructed  to  say,  in  reply,  that  this  command,  having  been  almost 
constantly  upon  the  march  since  the  1st  of  May,  has  been  halted  here 
to  remount  and  refit.  General  Averell  considers  it  unnecessary  and 
improper  to  march  1,000  of  his  men  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  against 
500  or  600  guerrillas.  His  scouts  have  already  informed  him  of  the 
presence  of  these  predatory  bands  in  the  vicinity  of  Cliarlestown,  and 
that  General  Duffi6,  with  his  division,  was  last  evening  at  Berryville 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  that  flank  clear.  Two  hundred  men  have 
been  sent  from  this  division  to  communicate  with  General  Duffie  and 
to  disperse  the  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown.  I  am  directed 
to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  General  Averell 
with  any  information  that  you  may  obtain  of  the  enemy  and  his  move¬ 
ments. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ~ 

WILL  RUMSEY, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  Oenera  1. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  17, 1864. 

General  Averell  : 

Mosby,  White,  and  other  bands  of  enemy  are  concentrated  in  vicinity 
of  Charlestown,  with  view  to  attack  trains  and  cut  off  all  couriers. 
Yesterday  evening  and  last  night  they  were  in  Charlestown.  Have  you 
sent  any  portion  of  your  command  to  Charlestowui'?  We  have  large 
trains  to  be  sent  forward,  but  there  is  no  safety  with  such  guards  as  I 
can  turuish,  unless  Charlestown  is  held  with  force  sufi&cient  to  scout 
country  and  clear  road  of  guerrillas. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Martinsburd,  August  17,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Stevenson  : 

General  Duffie’s  division  was  at  Berryville  yesterday  evening.  Two 
hundred  of  my  command  have  been  sent  to  communicate  with  him  and 
to  capture,  kill,  or  disperse  the  guerrillas  at  Charlestown.  They  should 
have  arrived  there  before  this.  I  have  also  scouts  in  that  direction.  If 
they  do  not  succeed  in  clearing  out  the  place  I  will  send  more.  There 
should  be  a  strong  picket  at  Keyes’  Ford,  which  would  hinder  the  enemy. 
Please  inform  me  if  you  hear  from  Charlestown  before  I  do. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  Aiujust  J7<^  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Martinshurg^  Va. : 

Eebels  occupy  Cliariestowii  with  small  force  this  evening.  Attacked 
party  of  couriers  coming  in  about  5  o’clock,  capturing  two  of  them; 
heard  nothing  of  your  command.  A  large  supply  train  will  start  from 
here  in  morning  so  as  to  reach  Charlestown  by  0  a.  m.  Have  but  small 
guard.  If  you  could  have  a  force  at  that  point  before  the  train,  to  Join 
escort  and  move  with  it  to  Berryville,  it  would  secure  the  safety  of 
train.  Mosby,  with  his  command,  is  waiting  to  attack  train  and  will 
capture  it  if  possible.  The  supplies  are  needed  at  the  front  and  should 
be  put  through  by  all  means. . 

H.  STEVENSOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


MARTiNSBURa,  August  17.)  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  : 

My  scouts,  Just  returned  from  Charlestown,  report  no  enemy  there, 
but  Mosby  between  there  and  Berryville  waiting  for  train.  Have  heard 
nothing  from  200  men  sent  out  this  morning;  cannot  send  any  more 
force  in  that  direction;  from  all  indications  shall  need  it  here  to-mor¬ 
row.  Scouts  from  Winchester  report  that  General  Sheridan’s  infantry 
passed  through  Winchester  this  morning  toward  Harper’s  Ferry.  Noth¬ 
ing  but  our  cavalry  in  W^iuchester  at  11  a.  m.  to-day. 

WM.  W.  AVEBELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Martinsburg,  August  17,  1864. 

(Received  8.48  p.  m.) 

General  Kelley  : 

Enemy  reported  re-enforced  and  advancing  on  both  sides  of  the  Blue 
Ridge.  Our  cavalry  had  a  fight  with  them  yesterday  evening  at  Front 
Royal.  Our  infantry  reported  out  of  Winchester.  I  will  keep  you 
posted  if  any  more  news. 

BREN  AM  AN, 

Operator. 


Cumberland  August  17 ^  1864. 

Colonel  Stevenson, 

New  Creelc: 

It  is  reported  that  McNeill,  with  a  squad  of  his  men,  is  in  or  near 
Mechanicsburg  Gap.  Send  one  company  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  and 
a  detachment  of  cavalry — say  twenty  men — on  a  scout  via  Knobly  road 
to  Romney,  to  return  via  Burlington.  The  men  will  take  two  days’ 
rations. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Alajor- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Susquepanna, 

Harrislnir(f^  Fa.j  Atcgitst  17^  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Kowley, 

Commanding  Monongahela  District.,  Pittsburg^  Fa. : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
disturbances  are  apprehended  on  the  Canadian  line,  and  it  is  possible 
that  they  may  extend  toward  Erie.  You  will  please  direct  special 
attention  to  that  part  of  your  district,  and  if  there  is  any  sign  of  dan¬ 
ger  send  to  that  point  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Bates,  Battery  A,  First 
York  Artillery,  and  any  other  troops  you  may  have  at  your  disposal. 
You  will  also  take  with  you  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  may  be 
necessary  to  use  in  case  of  emergency.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed  at  once  to  Erie  and  rpiietly  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  affairs  in  that  region  and  on  the  opposite  shore,  reporting  the  result 
of  your  observations,  &c.,  to  these  headquarters. 

I,  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JYO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  August  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  10.45  a.  m.  19th.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

In  a  previous  telegram  I  informed  you  that  I  would  give  up  my 
position  at  Cedar  Creek  and  fall  back  to  Berryville.  The  enemy  were 
massing  heavily  in  Luray  Yalley,  and  Cedar  Creek  was  no  place  for 
defensive  operations.  I  now  hold,  with  cavalry,  the  line  of  the  Opequon 
Creek.  A  heavy  force  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  drove  General  Torbert 
out  of  Winchester  yesterday  evening  about  dark.  He  had  Wilson’s 
division  of  cavalry  and  a  small  brigade  of  infantry.  I  cannot  tell  the 
loss ;  it  will  be  at  least  250,  JSTo  loss  of  material.  All  reports  I  get  are 
to  the  effect  that  troops  are  coming  into  the  Yalley  from  Culpeper. 
There  has  been  no  advance  toward  Martin sburg.  I  destroyed  all  the 
wheat,  hay,  and  provisions  south  of  Winchester  and  Berryville,  and 
drove  off  all  the  cattle.  The  enemy  is  very  much  chagrined  at  it.  If 
the  enemy  should  go  north  of  the  Potomac  I  will  follow  him  up.  There 
is  no  occasion  for  alarm.  General  Grover’s  division  joined  me  this 
morning  at  Snicker’s  Gap. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  August  18,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  a.  m.  19th.) 

M  a j  or  -  Genera  1  H  alle  c  k  , 

Chief  of  tStajf: 

My  command  is  posted  as  follows :  two  brigades  of  cavalry  at  Berry¬ 
ville;  one  near  crossing  of  the  Oxiequon,  by  Berryville  pike;  one  division 
at  Summit  Point,  holding  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  to  Smithfield; 
Averell’s  cavalry  at  Martinsburg.  Tliere  has  been  no  advance  toward 
Martinsburg.  The  infantry  is  at  Clifton,  and  in  rear  of  it,  covering  the 
Berryville,  Smithffeld,  and  Summit  Point  roads  to  Winchester.  All  the 
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reports  1  have  are  to  the  effect  that  troops  are  still  coming  over  from 
Orange  Court-House  into  the  Valley.  General  Torbert,  with  Wilsoifs 
division  and  one  small  brigade  of  infantry,  was  driven  out  of  Winches¬ 
ter.  I  do  not  know  yet  what  will  be  his  loss. 

P.  H.  SHEPIDAV,  * 
Major- General. 


Headoitarteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

AiKjnat  18,  1864.  (Eeceived  1.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  0.  C.  Auour, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  if  you  have  collected  the  Eightli 
Illinois  Cavalry  at  Muddy  Branch  that  you  order  it  to  scout  well  out 
into  Loudoun  County. 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  August  18,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  4  a.  m.  19th.) 


Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Attgur, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

Keep  scouts  well  out  in  Loudoun  County.  I  have  ordered  the  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry  to  rendezvous  at  Muddy  Branch  Station.  The  position 
of  my  troops  is  as  follows :  four  brigades  of  cavalry  in  front  af  Berry  ville 
and  well  up  toward  Winchester  at  the  crossing  of  the  Opequonj  one 
division  of  cavalry  at  Summit  Point;  infantry  at  Clifton  and  in  rear  of 
Clifton.  I  am  in  telegraphic  communication  with  Averell,  who  is  at 
Martinsburg.  Everything  is  all  right  in  that  neighborhood.  The  line 
of  the  Potomac  should  be  watched  carefully  and  information  be  sent  to 
me  should  any  raiding  parties  attempt  to  cross. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  18,  1864. 

Major  Waite, 

Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry: 

Ma.tor:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  Company  L  of  your  regiment  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you, 
and  that  Colonel  Gamble,  commanding  Camp  Stoneman,  has  been 
directed  to  send  to  you  every  officer  and  enlisted  man  of  the  regiment 
tit  for  duty,  including  those  at  Camp  Relief.  On  the  arrival  of  this 
com])any  at  your  canii)  you  will  (leaving  your  regimental  property,  4&c., 
in  charge  of  a  guard  of  cavalry  scouts  and  dismounted  men),  with  your 
entire  available  force,  make  a  thorough  scout  through  Loudoun  County, 
Va.,  in  the  direction  of  and  well  toward  Ui^i)erville,  Middleburg,  and 
Snicker’s  Gap.  The  special  object  of  the  scout  is  to  break  up  and 
exterminate  any  bands  or  parties  of  Mosby’s,  White’s,  or  otlier  guer¬ 
rillas  which  may  be  met.  Mosby  is  reported  to  have  within  reach  and 
control  from  400  to  500  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  It  will  be  nec¬ 
essary  for  you  to  mov(‘.  with  the  utmost  caution.  The  nature  of  the 
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country  and  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  is  such  that  the  safety  of 
your  command  can  only  be  insured  by  more  than  ordinary  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  your  patrols  and  guards.  It  is  possible  that  you  may  meet 
from  the  direction  of  Culpeper  a  force  superior  to  your  own,  it  ha\ing 
been  reported  that  a  division  of  Confederate  cavalry  was  moving  in 
that  vicinity.  It  is  desirable  that  you  carry  no  wheels  with  you,  sub¬ 
sisting,  on  exhaustion  of  such  supplies  as  you  may  be  able  to  carry,  on 
what  the  country  offers.  Eeport  by  telegrax)h  your  departure  through 
the  command,  and  return  with  any  information  of  note  you  may  acquire. 

Be  pleased  to  forward  to  Major  Fry  the  inclosed  communication  and 
give  him  any  information  he  may  desire  or  require  concerning  the  line 
he  is  to  occupy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOIi, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  18,  1864. 

Major  Fry, 

Commanding  Detachment  of  Cavalry: 

Major  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  consult  with 
Major  Waite,  commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  learn  from  him 
the  requirements  of  the  line  now  occupied  by  him.  During  the  absence 
of  Major  Waite  you  will,  with  your  detachment,  iierform  the  duty  now 
performed  by  him.  Be  xdeased  to  report  the  number  of  your  command 
and  make  from  time  to  time  such  reiiorts  as  are  now  made  by  him. 

I  am,  major,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,  August  18, 1864. 

(Deceived  3.40  p.  m.) 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Mr.  William  Davis,  from  below  Occoquan,  reports  that  he  met  a  rebel 
scout,  who  informed  him  that  heavy  columns  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and 
artillery  are  en  route  for  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  The  advance  was  at 
Gordonsville  on  Monday  morning.  Longstreet  is  in  command.  HilPs 
corps,  it  is  rumored,  is  to  follow. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Provost-Marshal- General,  Defenses  South  of  Potomac. 
(Copy  to  General  Sheridan.) 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Camp, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo,  Ya.,  August  18,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  22d  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  has  been  quiet  here 
since  last  report  by  Colonel  Lazelle.  The  party  sent  out  on  the  14th 
to  the  west  and  south  of  Centerville  returned  night  before  last.  There 
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is  no  force  reported  in  the  country  visited,  but  there  are  many  soldiers 
of  the  Southern  army  on  furloughs  and  ‘‘  horse  details.”  The  party 
brought  in  a  prisoner  belonging  to  the  Second  Virginia  Cavalry  and 
two  liorses.  Two  escaped  prisoners,  one  of  the  First  United  States 
and  the  other  of  the  First  Kew  York  Dragoons,  came  in  here  day  before 
yesterday.  They  report  that  Mosby  on  Sunday  morning  last  attacked 
the  wagon  train  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division  and  Sixth  Corps,  guarded 
by  a  strong  force  of  infantry,  on  the  other  side  of  SnickeFs  Gap, 
capturing  over  400  mules,  180  prisoners,  300  head  of  cattle,  and  burned 
over  100  wagons.  These  men  state  that  they  Avere  present  at  the  attack 
and  afterward  escaped  from  the  enemy.  Colonel  Lazelle  left  here 
yesterday  at  10  4i.  m.  with  all  of  the  Sixteenth  NeAV  York  that  could  be 
got  together.  The  party  are  provided  with  three  and  a  half  days’ 
rations  and  forage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GANSEVOORT, 

Coloml  Thirteenth  Neic  York  Volunteer  Cavalry^  Comely.  Cemip. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Clifton^  Vee.^  August  18^  186 i — 2.45  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commaneling  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  Avithout  delay  Ada  Charlestown  pike,  and  take  up  a 
position  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  pike,  near  Mrs.  Frame’s,  on  north 
fork  of  Bullskin  Bun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
TAeutenemt- Colonel  und  Chief  of  Staff. 


Generai.  Crook’s  Headquarters, 

Anejust  18,  1864 — 6  p.'m. 

General  Merritt  : 

Dear  General:  I  did  intend  to  come  down  to  see  you,  but  General 
Sheridan  wishes  me  to  go  doAvn  to  Charlestown  with  him.  This  is  the 
second  time  to-day  that  I  liaA^e  been  here  from  Summit  Point.  General 
Wilson’s  division,  or  the  main  body,  is  at  Summit  Point,  one  regiment 
at  Middleway,  one  regiment  at  the  crossing  of  Summit  Point  road  and 
Opequon  Creek,  and  holding  down  to  the  road  from  Summit  Point  to 
Berry ville  as  far  as  where  the  road  turns  off  to  go  to  Rippon.  Breck 
inridge’s  corps  made  me  leave  Winchester  yesterday  evening,  but  1 
had  not  the  First  Division  by  a  long  shot.  1  had  about  700  infantry, 
and  some  of  it  Avas  captured.  I  Avill  tell  you  about  it  Avhen  1  see  you. 
Send  a  company  to  CharlestoAvn  at  daylight  in  the  morning  to  bring 
back  disiiatches. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

HriyaeUer-Ceneral  <f  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Caveilry, 

53  R  i; — VOL  XLlll,  PT  I 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Huioade,  P'irst  Cavalry  Division, 

AufiUHi  18,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 

General  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  Fir.st  Cavalry  Division  : 

General  :  I  this  a.  in.  sent  a,  squadron  of  i^inth  New  York  with  orders 
to  strike  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike  near  the  Oj)e(jiion,  coin- 
nuinicate  with  Colonel  Lowell,  and  thence  return  to  the  lett  of  my  lines, 
sending-  scouts  to  all  elevated  points  where  a  view  could  be  obtained  of 
the  country  beyond.  The  squadron  has  just  returned  after  communi¬ 
cating  Avith  Colonel  Lowell  and  carrying  out  the  other  instructions. 
No  enemy  could  be  seen,  although  views  were  obtained  of  miles  of  the 
country  in  front.  The  Second  Cavalry  a\  ere  met  establishing  a  line  of 
vedettes  from  my  right  to  Lowell’s  left.  I  have  just  made  a  tour  of  my 
lines  and  found  everything  quiet. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

,  THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 

Colonel^  Commandinlj  Brigade. 


CoLCNEL  liO well’s  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  18,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  AIerritt, 

Commanding  Blrst  Division: 

General  :  The  colonel  fell  back  about  one  mile.  No  position  here  for 
artillery.  The  enemy  is  quiet ;  no  tiring.  Some  cavalry  and  infantry. 
It  appears  as  if  they  Avere  reconnoitering.  The  picket-line  of  Colonel 
Lowell  has  not  yet  succeeded  to  connect  with  General  Wilson’s.  The 
colonel  gave  orders  for  the  battery  to  halt. 

N.  B. — I  went  ahead  of  the  artillery. 

A^ery  respectfully, 

EDW.  MYERS, 
JAentenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  AIiddle  Military  Division, 

Bummit  Point,  Va.,  August  18,  1864^ 

General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  :  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  that  you  make  dispositions  to 
hold  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  Creek  from  Summit  Point.  The  regi¬ 
ment  now  at  the  forks  of  the  l  oad  at  the  church  be  sent  to  that  point. 
Very  respectfully, 

AI.  A.  RENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  SStaff. 
Frequent  reports  must  lie  made  from  this  regiment. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

A  ugust  18,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

(Captain  Reno, 

Chief  of  Btaff : 

Captain:  Ascout  has  just  reached  herefrom  General  Averell’s  com¬ 
mand  by  Avay  of  Smithtield,  from  AAiiich  place  he  Avas  sent  by  Captain 
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Mc^^nlty,  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania  (Cavalry,  with  directions  to 
report  that  General  Averell  had  left  iMartinshnrg-  this  morning,  march¬ 
ing  to  the  Shepherdstown  road  and  to  within  about  seven  miles  of 
Smithfield,  when  he  met  a  scouting  party  going  toward  Shepherdstown, 
and  imme(liately  turned  about  his  command  and  marched  in  the  same 
direction  on  the  Shepherdstown  turnpike.  Lieutenant-colonel  com¬ 
manding  P'ifth  New  York  Cavalry  has  posted  his  regiment  on  the 
Opequon,  and  reports  that  a  short  distance  before  arriving  there  he  met 
about  twenty  rebel  cavalry  and  drove  them  across  the  stream.  Latest 
account  from  him  is  5  p.  ni.,  at  which  time  there  was  no  apparent  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  enemy’s  advancing  in  this  direction.  A  squadron  sent 
out  by  General  Ghapman  has  just  returned,  having  thoroughly  scouted 
the  country  between  the  Opequon  and  Martinsburg  pike,  and  reports 
no  evidence  of  the  enemy  except  a  few  small  scouting  parties;  none  of 
the  rebel  lorces  have  i)assed  toward  Martinsburg,  but  the  commanding 
officer  of  this  squadron  learned  of  a.  Quaker  farmer  that  they  had  been 
passing  in  force  from  Winchester  toward  Berryville.  Colonel  Moore, 
commanding  Twenty-second  New  York  Cavalry,  at  Smithfteld,  reports 
that  this  afternoon  two  men  of  the  Filth  NeAV  York  Cavalry,  wdio  had 
remained  in  Winchester  last  night  came  into  his  camp  this  evening, 
having  traveled  toward  Martinsburg  on  the  pike  and  reached  him  by 
striking  across  the  (.‘oiintry.  They  report  no  force  of  the  enemy  in 
Winchester,  but  that  the  troops  which  were  engaged  with  my  division 
yesterday  afternoon  had  moved  toward  Berryville.  Two  officers  at 
about  7  p.  m.  passed  through  this  place  looking  for  General  Torbert’s 
liead quarters.  They  reported  that  Lowell  had  been  attacked  this  p. 
m.  and  driven  toward  Berryville.  In  view  of  all  these  facts  it  seems 
(piite  clear  that  the  enemy  has  directed  his  movements  upon  Berryville, 
and  I  have  therefore  directed  General  McIntosh  to  look  for  them  in  that 
quarter  and  to  open  communication  with  General  Merritt.  As  soon  as 
anything  of  importance  is  learned  from  that  (piarter  I  will  commu¬ 
nicate  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WILSON, 

BrUjadier- (xenend^  Commandincf  Division, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  18,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General:  It  is  reported  that  Colonel  Lowell,  commanding  brigade, 
has  been  driven  across  the  Opequon  on  the  left,  audit  is  supposed  that 
the  enemy  are  now  this  side  the  creek.  The  general  commanding 
directs  that  you  open  communication  witli  General  Merritt  at  Berry¬ 
ville  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  this  report,  and  also  that  you  seiid 
word  to  Colonel  Hammond  informing  him  of  the  al)ove,  with  directions, 
if  i)ossible,  to  hnd  out  himself.  The  general  desires  to  hear  from  Col¬ 
onel  Hammond  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBEKT, 
Assistant  Adjuta^it-  General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

^Summit  Point ^  Auannt  18,  1864 — 10.15  o.  m. 

B  ri  gadier-  G  eiier  a  1  M  c  In  t  os  ii  , 

Comnianding  First  Brigade: 

General:  According  to  directions  of  the  chief  of  cavalry,  if  you 
liave  not  already  done  so,  yon  will  without  delay  strengthen  your  picket 
at  the  stone  church  on  the  road  over  which  we  advanced  this  morn¬ 
ing,  to  a  full  regiment,  under  a  good  and  responsible  officer,  and  will 
advance  it  to  the  crossing  of  the  Opequon  Creek.  Having  arrived 
there  it  will  post  itself  in  a  most  advantageous  manner  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  that  place.  The  commanding  officer  will  keep  pickets  out 
well  beyond  the  crossing  and  be  instructed  to  communicate  frequently 
with  these  headquarters  j  he  must  also  hold  his  iiosition  as  long  as 
possible. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Adjutant-General’s  Offk 'e, 

Washington,  August  18,  1861. 


Commanding  General, 

Harperh  Ferry,  Ya. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  take  and  hand  over  to  E.  L. 
Wentz  six  of  the  prominent  citizen  rebels  at  Harper’s  Ferry  who 
guided  the  raiders  in  their  late  expeditions.  They  are  to  be  held  as 
hostages  for  six  negroes  taken  by  the  rebels  from  the  railroad  force. 
Report  receii)t  and  execution  of  this  order. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  18,  1864. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 

General  Meigs, 

(Quartermaster-  General : 

Your  telegram  received.  Mosby  attacked  the  wagon  train  en  route 
for  the  front  at  or  near  Berryville,  eighteen  miles  from  this  depot,  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th  instant.  Captured  and  burned  50  wagons  and 
ran  off  about  350  mules.  The  wagons  were  principally  loaded  with 
forage,  subsistence,  and  regimental  property  of  the  First  Cavalry 
Division. 

Respectfully, 

R.  S.  GARDNER, 

A  ssis  tan  t  (Quar  ter  m  a  s  te  r. 


Martinsburg,  August  18,  1864. 

(Received  4  a.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson: 

Our  forces  left  Winchester  last  night.  Enemy  there  in  strong  force 
reported  by  General  Torbert.  Please  send  following  dispatch  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Sheridan : 

Reno  reports  enemy  in  strong  force  at  Winebester  8  a.  m.  yesterday.  AVil]  send 
my  train  to  AVilliamsport  and  wait  till  I  see  enemy.  Please  send  three  signal  officers 
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to  Williamsport,  and  with  directions  for  one  to  establish  a  station  at  Fairview.  Let 
a  station  be  established  on  Maryland  Heights.  I  would  suggest  that  a  brigade  of 
cavalry  be  sent  to  Shepherdstown,  with  some  artillery. 

Answer. 

WM.  W.  AYEEELL, 

BriyadierrGencraJ. 


[August  18,  18(14. — For  Forsyth  to  Averell,  direetiiig’  movements  of 
Averell’s  command  to  nortli  side  of  the  Potomac,  Ac.,  see  p.  501.) 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Anaunt  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Major-General  Sheridan  directs  [me]  to  notify  you  that  onr  cavalry  at 
Winchester  had  to  fall  back  to  Summit  Point,  and  orders  that  yon 
move  your  command  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  if  necessary,  and 
cover  the  country  from  Sharpsburg  to  Williamsport.  Answer. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Martinsburg,  Aiigmi  48,  4864. 

General  Stevenson  : 

Nothing  seen  or  heard  of  the  enemy  in  Back  Creek  Valley,  Bunker 
Hill,  or  Gerrardstown.  Please  send  this  to  General  Sheridan. 

WM.  W.  AVEBELL, 

]4rigadier- General. 


Brigadier-General  Duffie, 

Cliarlesfown,  IP.  Va. : 

Please  forward  this  to  General  Sheridan. 

JOHN  J).  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Headqttarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Shepherdstown^  Angust  48,  4864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  1).  Stevenson: 

General:  Please  commnnicate  the  following  to  General  Sheridan 
as  promptly  as  ])ossible  and  be  good  enough  to  send  me  his  reply: 

Received  an  order  from  Reno  this  morning  to  fall  back  to  Charlestown.  On  the 
way  received  a  communication  from  General  Torbert  requesting  me  to  occupy 
Smithtield  and  Bunker  Hill.  When  near  Leetown  received  dispatch  from  General 
Sheridan  to  cross  the  Potomac,  if  necessiiry,  and  cover  the  river  from  Williamsport  to 
Shepherdstown.  My  command  is  now  near  Shepherdstown,  with  pickets  at  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Williamson’s  Cross-Roads,  and  Kearneysville,  Gerrardstown,  Bunker  Hill, 
and  l.eetown.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  front 
in  order  to  determine  my  course. 

W]\I.  W.  AVEBELL, 

Briga  dier- Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  DivisioN, 

Clifton^  Avgust  18^  1864, 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Caralry  Dknsion,  Martinsburg  : 

General:  General  Torbert  reports  this  a.  in.  that  you  are  at  Smith- 
lield  or  Middleway.  You  report  at  4  a.  m.  to-day  that  you  will  remain 
at  Martinsburg  and  wait  for  the  enemy,  falling  back,  if  necessary,  to 
Williamsport,  which  is  all  right.  Make  frequent  re]iorts  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
TAeutenaut- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestow7ij  Va.,  Angnst  18y  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division^  Martinsbnrg^  Ya. : 

General  :  Two  dispatches  from  yon  have  been  received  to-day.  All 
right.  Follow  the  directions  I  have  given  heretofore.  I  do  not  con¬ 
sider  it  safe  to  notify  yon  by  telegraph  of  the  position  of  the  troops. 
Onr  cavalry  is  well  out  toward  Winchester.  Communicate  with  me  by 
express  and  keep  me  advised  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  your 
direction.  Have  von  a  cipher  operator  ? 

V.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

M ajor-  Genera f  Commanding . 


Cumberland,  Angnst  18j  1864. 

B  r i  gad  i  er-  G  en  era!  A  VE  rell  , 

Martinslmrg  : 

Eumors  are  rife  of  the  advance  of  the  rebel  force  again,  largely  re¬ 
enforced.  Please  give  me  yonr  latest  information. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  Genera  1. 


CUMBERIAND,  Angust  'l8,  1864. 

Governor  Boreman, 

Wheeling^ 

It  is  reiiorted  that  Early  has  been  largely  re-enforced  and  is  advanc¬ 
ing  again  on  Martinsburg,  General  Slieridan’s  force  falling  back  toward 
Har])er’s  Ferry.  Tlie  term  of  service^  of  most  of  my  for(*e  has  now  ex¬ 
pired,  and  the  offi(*ers  and  men  are  determined  to  go  home.  Some 
active  measures  must  be  taken  to  have  tremps  sent  me  or  Ah\st  Vir» 


ginia  will  be  overrun. 


B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Mar/tinsburg,  Angnst  18,  1864. 

General  Kelley  : 

General  Averell  is  going  back  by  way  of  Williamsport.  He  is  on 
Williams])ort  road.  1  have  no  news  of  the  enemv’s  intentions  or  doings. 

BEEKAMAN. 
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Cumberland,  Augmt  18,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  HarpeAs  Ferry  : 

1  learn  that  General  Averell  is  falling  back  from  Martinsburg  toward 
Hagerstown,  t  most  respectfully  ask  that  he  be  ordered  to  occupy  and 
hold  Hancock  if  not  inconsistent  with  General  Sheridaifs  plans  and 
movements. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  18,  1864. 

Commanding  Officer  Sixth  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 

Beverly,  W.  Va.  : 

An  order  was  sent  in  mail  this  a.  m.  for  you  to  move  with  your  com¬ 
mand  to  this  place.  Get  ready  to  move  at  once. 

Bv  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Kelley: 

C.  A.  FKEEMAK, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  A djutanL General. 


(kiMBERLAND,  August  18,  1864. 

Col.  K.  Wilkinson, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Ya.  : 

It  is  reported  that  small  squads  of  rebels  are  in  Gilmer,  Eoane,  Cal¬ 
houn,  and  Wirt  Counties.  Y^ou  will  send  out  as  strong  a  detachment 
as  you  can  spare,  under  command  of  a  reliable  officer,  with  ten  days’ 
rations  of  hard  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee,  to  scout  that  region  thoroughly. 
The  rations  will  be  carried  on  pack-horses.  Advise  these  headquarters 
fully  by  mail  if  you  have  any  such  information. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kelley: 

C.  A.  FREEMAK, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8tii  Army  Corps, 

No.  207.  \  Baltimore,  August  18,  1864. 

*  *  #  #  *  *  * 

2.  The  One  hundred  ami  thirty-first  Regiment  Ohio  National  Guard, 
Col.  d.  G.  Lowe  commanding,  will  be  put  eii  route,  without  delay,  to 
report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  there  to  be  mus¬ 
tered  out  and  paid  off*  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service  in 
accordance  with  the  mustering  regulations  of  the  army.  The  quarter¬ 
master’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U,  S.  Army,  is  charged  with  the  execution 
of  tliis  order. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 

A  ssistan t  A  djutant-  General. 
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Washinoton,  Aiuiust  IS,  1864—8.20  p.  m. 

Major- General  Couch, 

Bloom sburg,  Pa. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  your  action  in  offering- 
pardon  to  deserters  is  not  approved,  and  that  yon  were  not  justified  in 
taking  siicli  action  Avithout  proper  authority.  Send  to  Adjutant-Gen¬ 
eral  a  copy  of  your  proclamation  or  notice  of  such  pardon. 

H.  W.  HxALLEOK, 
Major-General  (end  Chief  of  Staff. 


IIARRISHURO,  August  18,  1864. 

(Received  12.50* a.  m.  10th.) 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington  : 

By  direction  of  Major-General  Halleck  I  send  you  the  following  copy 
of  a  communication  to  the  deserters  from  the  draft  in  Oolnmbia  County: 

Col.  J.  G.  Fkeese, 

BJoomshurg ,  Pa.  : 

You  are  authorized  by  me  to  inform  those  persons  in  Columbia  County  who  have 
not  reported,  as  required  under  previous  drafts,  and  are  known  as  deserters,  that  the 
charge  of  desertion  shall  be  remitted  by  me,  provided  they  duly  report  themselves 
by,  on  or  before  12  p.  m.,  Saturday,  the  20th  instant.  This  does  not  include  those 
charged  with  the  crime  of  murder. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major- General,  Goto m a ndhuj  Depa rtmen t. 


General  Fry  probably  received  a  letter  from  me  to-day  ui)on  the 
subject. 


1).  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

^o.  45.  )  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Angust  18,  1864. 

I.  The  Brandywine  District  is  hereby  discontinued. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  resume  com¬ 
mand  of  Philadelphia. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Couch: 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Washington,  August  19,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

One  of  General  AuguFs  scouts  insists  that  Longstreet’s  corps  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee’s  cavalry  have  passed  through  Culpeper,  on  tneir  way 
to  join  Early.  The  information  derived  from  this  man  has  heretofore 
proved  very  reliable.  If  this  be  true,  tlie  enemy  is  too  strong  for 
Sheridan. 

11.  W.  HALLECK, 

M((jor- General  and' Chief  of  Stajf. 
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('ITV  I’OINI',  Va..  Auffust  19,  1H04 — (S’  p.  in. 

(Keceived  2.50  p.  in.  20tli.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  I).  C.  : 

Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  and  Kershaw’s  division,  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  have 
gone  from  here  to  the  Valley.  No  other  troops  have  gone,  and  with  the 
present  distribution  of  troops  here  the  enemy  is  much  more  likely  to 
withdraw  from  the  Y alley  than  to  send  more  there.  The  enemy’s  loss  here 
this  week  in  killed,  Avoiinded,  and  captured  cannot  fall  much  short  of 
4,000,  if  it  does  not  exceed  this  number.  They  are  now  so  extended  that 
they  are  forced  to  kec])  every  man  on  the  watch,  and  from  accounts  of 
prisoners  are  running  their  men  to  death  shifting  them  from  one  place 
to  another.  Sheridan  has  a  force  about  equal  to  the  enemy,  and  if  the 
latter  advances  will  have  him  at  an  advantage. 

II.  S.  GKANT, 

Li  euienant-  Gen  eral. 


Charlestoavn,  Angust  19,  1804 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

All  the  information  received  to-day  shows  a  large  concentration  of 
the  enemy  at  Winchester.  1  receive  constant  reports  of  the  passage  of 
troops  across  to  this  Valley  from  Culpeiier.  I  have  taken  the  defensive 
until  their  strength  is  more  fully  developed.  They  have  made  no 
attempt  to  pass  down  the  Valley  to  Martinsburg,  which  I  hold  with  a 
small  force  of  cavalry.  If  they  cross  the  Potomac  they  expose  their 
rear  and  1  will  pitch  into  them.  I  destroyed  everything  that  was  eat¬ 
able  south  of  Winchester,  and  they  will  have  to  haul  sui)plies  from  well 
up  toward  Staunton.  Our  loss  at  Winchester  will  be  about  200. 
Guerrillas  give  me  great  annoyance,  but  I  am  quietly  disposing  of 
numbers  of  them.  The  enemy  a.i)i^ears  to  be  uncertain  as  to  what 
course  to  pursue.  The  intention  so  far  as  I  can  learn  was  to  send  a 
column  direct  from  Culpeper  to  the  Potomac  and  Early  to  advance  at 
the  same  time  from  Martinsburg.  This  was  frustrated  by  Early  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  and  your  operations  on  the  north  side  of  the 
dames.  I  still  think  that  two  divisions  of  infantry  have  come  here  and 
Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry.  My  force  will  have  to  be  weakened  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  100-days’  men  serving  at  Harper’s  Ferry  and  in  W(‘st 
Virginia.  Grover  has  joined  me.  I  now  can  calculate  on  bringing 
into  action  about  22,000  or  23,000  infantry  and  about  8,000  cavalry. 

Respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Al  a  jor- General. 


Washington,  1).  ().,  Angnst  19,  1804 — 10  a.  ni. 

(Via  Har])er’s  Ferry.) 

Major-General  Sheridan: 

A  scout  states  very  jmsitively  that  Longstreet’s  corps  and  Fitzhugh 
Lee’s  cavalry  have  passed  through  Culpeper  to  join  Early.  He  says 
that  Mosby  told  him  that  he  had  captured  one  of  your  trains  of  seventy 
or  eighty  wagons,  witli  500  mules  and  horses.  Is  that  true'^ 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Mnjor-Ge^ieral  and  Chief  of  8taff. 
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( -HARLESTOWN,  W.  Va.,  Au(fust  19,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 

Major-deneral  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  telegTam  of  10  a.  m.  received.  Fitzhugli  Lee’s  division  and  a 
portion  of  Long  street’s  corps  crossed  from  Culpeper  into  tlie  Valley:  It 
is  also  probable  that  a  division  of  A.  P.  Hill’s  came  up.  It  is  rumored 
that  the  intention  was  to  move  this  force  from  Culpeper  and  Early  to 
move  from  Martinsburg.  This  was  frustrated  by  Early’s  being  forced 
back  and  the  troops  at  Culpeper  came  into  the  Valley.  Mosby  cap¬ 
tured  about  forty  wagons  from  one  of  my  trains.  The  train  was  escorted 
by  100-days’  men,  under  General  Kenly,  and  Avhen  attacked  by  seA’^enty 
of  Mosby’s  guerrillas  the  100  days’  men  ran.  About  200  mules  Avere 
captured.  I  did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  capture  until  yesterday. 
It  was  said  everything  aa  as  recovered  except  six  wagons,  but  this  aa  as 
not  true. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  19, 1864. 

(ReceiA^ed  2  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  army  was  disposed  as  folloAvs :  General  Merritt,  at  Berry  ville,  aa  ith 
four  brigades,  picketing  the  country  from  Snicker’s  Ferry,  via  Stanley 
[Stone]  Church,  on  Millwood  road,  to  Opequonj  General  Wilson  is  at 
Summit  Point,  his  left  joining  Merritt;  Sheridan’s  infantry  line  crosses 
the  Charlestown  i)ike  at  North  Fork  of  Bullskin  Run  and  extends  to 
Welch’s  Spring,  on  the  Summit  Point  road;  Averell  is  at  Shepherds- 
tOAvn,  with  pickets  at  Martinsburg,  Bunker  Hill,  Smithfield,  and  toAA  ard 
Winchester.  All  quiet  at  8  a.  m.  The  enemy  appears  to  work  east 
from  Winchester.  A  scout  from  Hillsborough  says  he  could  hear  of  no 
enemy  east  of  Blue  Ridge.  Line  works  through  to  Cumberland  yet. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  9.  ]  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  August  19,  1864. 

1.  Major  Russell,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  haAung 
reported  at  these  headquarters  for  duty,  in  compliance  aa  ith  orders  from 
headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
on  the  staff  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  T.  Torbert,  chief  oi'  cavalry. 

******* 

5.  Maj.  John  Kellogg,  commissary  of  subsistence,  IT.  S.  Army,  hav¬ 
ing  reported  at  these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  2G8,  from  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  War  Department,  August  12, 
1804,  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the 
Middle  Military  Division. 
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7.  Cai)t.  A.  F.  tlaydeii,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  l)e  obeyed  and 
res]  )ected  ac'cordi  n  giy . 

#***##* 

1).  Cai)t.  William  H.  Hosaek,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  his  own  request, 
and  wdl  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  commanding  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Army  of  West  Virginia, 

##***#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

E.  B.  PARSO^^S, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ckarlestonm,  W.  Vu.,  Angust  19,  1864. 

All  able-bodied  male  citizens  under  the  age  of  fifty  who  may  be  sus¬ 
pected  of  aiding,  assisting,  or  belonging  to  guerrilla  bands  now  infest¬ 
ing  the  country  will  be  immediately  arrested  by  corps  and  independent 
commanders  and  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  as  iirisouers  of  war, 
to  be  confined  in  Fort  McHenry,  Md.  A  written  statement  should  be 
forwarded  in  every  yase. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


^  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

^  Washington,  !).  C.,  Angnst  19,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 

\  Major-General  Sheridan, 

r  Comniandiug  Middle  Military  Division,  Charlestoivn,  TV  Va.  : 

\  I  have  just  received  your  dis])atch  of  10  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  Eighth 

\  Illinois  Cavalry  will  all  be  at  Muddy  Branch  to-day  and  start  imme- 

;  diately  on  their  scont,  Jis  you  have  directed.  The  river  meanwhile 

:  will  be  watched  by  a  provisional  battalion  of  cavalry  under  Major  Fry. 

1  Lazelle,  with  his  regiment,  is  on  the  upper  Rappahannock  and  will  re¬ 
turn  by  the  gaps.  I  get  the  rumor  from  a  rebel  scout  that  Longstreet 
in  ])erson  passed  Avith  a  large  number  of  troops  tlirough  Gordonsville 
last  Monday.  Y^ou  probably  know  by  this  time  if  the  report  be  true. 
1  Avill  inform  yon  all  that  1  can  learn  of  what  the  enemy  are  doing  this 
side  the  mountains. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Alajor- General,  Commanding. 


Charlestown,  \V.  Va.,  August  19,  1864—10  p.  m. 

(ReceiA^ed  f)  a.  m.  20th.) 

Major-General  Augur, 

Department  of  Washington : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  *  received  fi'om 
General  Grant  in  reference  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  Avith  the  citizens 
of  liondonn  County,  Va,  You  Avill  ])lease  order  tlie commanding  oflicer 

See  (Jraiit  to  .Slioriami,  yAugiiHt  1(1,  15. .‘>0  }).  iii.,  )>.  811. 
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of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  to  (‘any  out  the  ])rovisioiis  of  said  iii- 
struedions  as  far  as  lies  within  his  power.  All  persons  arrested  you 
will  coniine  as  prisoners  of  war  and  at  such  points  within  your  depart¬ 
ment  as  you  may  deem  best^  or  I  will  authorize  the  transfer  of  them  to 
Fort  McHenry.  The  information  which  1  have  received  confirms  your 
dispatch  that  the  forces  sent  fnnn  Kichmond  crossed  over  into  the 
Valley  from  Culpeiier,  with  the  exception  that  (.Tcneral  Anderson  is  in 
ecmimand  instead  of  Longstreet.  You  will  ])lease  forward  frequent 
reports  of  the  information  that  you  may  re(*eive. 

P.  H.  SIIERIDAIn, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  (^f  AYashtngton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Angnst  19,  1864. 

Major  Waite, 

Commanding  Eightli  Illinois  Cavalry,  Aluddy  Branch : 

Ma.jor:  Since  my  eommunication  to  yon  of  the  18th  instant  circum- 
stanees  have  ensued  making  it  nee-essary  that  there  be  as  little  delay 
as  ])ractieable  in  your  movements.  You  should  be  in  Loudoun  County 
as  soon  as  i)0ssible. 

Very  respectfully,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  IT.  TAYLOE, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Chief  of  8taff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mttddy  Branch,  August  19,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Eeeeived  ().;)()  p.  m.) 


Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  I8tajf  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Your  communications  of  18th  and  19th  both  just  received 
at  once.  Have  just  started  inclosure  to  Major  Fry,  who  will  not  be  able 
to  get  my  line  taken  up  to-night.  I  will  use  utmost  exertion  in  getting 
started. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Afajor,  Commanding. 


Muddy  Branch,  August  19,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 

(Received  0.40  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral : 

Colonel:  I  have  received  no  orders  to  relieve  the  detachment  of 
cavalry  Avith  me  from  Camp  Stoneman.  They  are  not  supplied  with 
pistols.  Shall  I  take  them  with  me? 

JNO.  M.  WATTE, 

Major,  Ac. 
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Headquarters  Oavalry  Force, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo^  F</.,  August  19,  1801. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2NJ  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  iiotbiiiJi>-  to  report  except  that  all  has  been  (piiet 
here  since  yesterday.  Nothing-  has  been  heard  from  Colonel  Lazelle 
and  party. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

11.  8.  GANSEVOOKT, 

Colonel  Thirteenth  Neiv  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Camp. 


Point  Lookout,  August  19,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Raymond  : 

All  quiet.  1  should  like  to  have  the  order  concerning  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty-ninth  Ohio  issued  as  soon  as  possible  fixing  the  day  of 
leaving.  It  will  have  a  good  effect  on  the  men  [to]  hear  that  some  of 
the  regiments  have  already  reached  home.  It  will  be  favorable  to 
re-enlistments. 

J.  BARNES, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

August  19,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff': 

Mr.  Beardsley,  sutler  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Maine,  was  captured  last 
night  with  five  or  six  soldiers  at  a  house  on  the  pike  half  a  mile  to  our 
rear,  and  subsecpiently  made  his  escape.  He  ascertained,  I  think, 
pretty  conclusively,  that  Mosby’s  camp  was  on  the  Shenandoah,  nearly 
abreast  of  the  place  where  he  was  captuied.  A  considerable  party  of 
them  are  also  on  the  road  to  our  right  and  rear,  where  they  killed  and 
captured  one  or  two  stragglers  from  my  camp.  I  thought  it  useful  to 
communicate  this  information  that  General  Duftie,  if  he  is  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  may  be  after  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Detachment  19th  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  ]  Near  Charlestown,  Ya.,  August  19,  1864. 

I.  In  pursuance  of  verbal  instructions  heretofore  given,  one  company 
will  be  detailed  from  each  brigade  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  to 
act  as  pioneers.  They  will  be  equipped  with  an  equal  number  of  axes 
and  spades,  according  to  the  strengtli  of  the  company,  and  four  pick- 
axes.  They  will,  in  addition  to  these,  carry  their  arms,  but  will  be 
allowed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  division  commanders,  to  put  their 
knapsacks  in  the  wagons. 

II.  All  detached  men  in  this  command  will  be  recpiired  to  carry  their 
arms.  The  provost-marshal  is  directed  to  arrest  all  men  who  are  found 
without  arms  in  violation  of  this  order, 
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III.  All  women  present  with  this  comiuaud  will  be  at  once  sent  to 
the  rear,  and  none  will  be  allowed  to  accompany  the  troops  of  this 
command. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-CTeueral  Kmory: 

DUKOAN  S.  WALKER, 

,  Asslsfant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  DETAcjiniENi’  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

AuquM  19^  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Carr, 

Comniandhuj  165th  JShenr  York: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move,  after  drawing  rations, 
to  Flowing  Spring,  four  miles  distant,  in  time  to  get  there  by  daylight 
the  20th  instant,  to  escort  a  forage  train,  now  at  Flowing  Spring,  to 
this  place.  It  is  imiiortant  that  your  command  arrive  at  Flowing 
Spring  sufticiently  early  to  start  from  there  with  the  forage  train  at 
daylight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Cav.,  Middle  AIilitary  Hiv., 

No.  7.  \  Chari estiavnj  W.  Fn.,  August  19^  1864. 

1.  Major  Russell,  assistant  adjutant- general  of  volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty  at  these  headfiuarters,  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  No.  0,  headcpiarters  Middle  Military  Division,  dated  August 
19,  1864,  is  hereby  announced  as  assistant  adjutant-general  of  tT  ‘  : 
command. 

**#*### 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Page  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  quartermas¬ 
ter  of  the  cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly. 

******** 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Torbert: 

GEO.  B.  SANFORD, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown^  W.  Va.,  August  19,  1864. 

General  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  IHrision: 

General  :  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  me  to  send  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  instructions  and  information :  A  train  with  three  days’  rations  and 
two  days’  forage  have  just  started.  The  supplies  will  be  issued  as  soon 
as  possible  and  the  trains  sent  to  this  point  with  sufficient  escort.  Ten 
wagon-loads  of  small-arm  ammunition  is  on  the  train.  The  teams 
belong  to  your  old  train.  Send  those  you  have  been  using,  and,  in 
fact,  all  trains  you  can  dispense  with,  to  this  point.  Send  at  once 
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requisitions  for  artillery  aiumimitiou.  The  artillery  aniinuuitioii  train 
is  here,  but  will  be  sent  to  Harper^s  Ferry  in  the  morning.  All  trains 
sent  back  by  you  must  be  here  before  daylight  to-morrow.  •  Arrest  all 
male  citizens  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  hfty  years  as  prisoners 
of  war,  and  send  them  to  the  rear.  Send  two  regiments  from  Berry- 
\  ille  up  the  road  down  which  General  Crook  marehed  as  far  as  Kable- 
town,  returning  to  their  camps  by  way  of  Bippon,  on  the  Charlestown 
and  Berryville  pike.  This  force  will  arrest  all  citizens  (male)  found  on 
their  route,  and  will  be  kept  well  in  hand.  Send  scouting  parties  to 
the  front,  and  report  often  any  information  of  tlie  enemy,  as  the  major- 
general  commanding  is  exceedingly  anxious.  Mosby’s  men  are  in  some 
force  on  the  Clnudestown  and  Berryville  pike.  Attacked  this  morning 
a  party  of  120. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  BENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  iStaff. 


General  Emory  reports  that  the  guerrillas  developed  a  tbrce  of  sixty 
men  near  Kabletown. 


M.  A.  B. 


Circular. I  Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Auf/ast  1!K  1864. 

Hereafter  brigade  commanders  will  see  that  armed  and  organized 
]>arties  are  sent  out  for  forage,  and  that  single  ])ersons  or  small 
unauthorized  s(piads  are  not  allowed  to  go  out.  Several  men  have  thus 
been  captured  this  morning  close  to  the  camps. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Merritt: 

A.  E.  DANA, 
AHfiutant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  (Avalry  Division, 

Aufimt  19^  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Di  Cesnola: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  saddle  up  at  once  and  be 
ready  to  move  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  GOBDON, 

Captain^  Heeond  Cavalry,  A.s.sistant  Commissary  of  Musters. 


Circular.  I  Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  First  Cavalry  Div., 

^  Amjust  19,  1864. 

Begimental  commanders  will  see  that  the  within  orders  are  complied 
with. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Di  Cesnola  : 

11.  WHITE, 

Captain  and  Provost -Mar  stud. 
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HeadquabteRvS  Oavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

(Jharlestoivn^  TTl,  August  19,  1861. 

General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Division  Cavalry: 

(lENERAL:  The  cliief  of  cavalry  (lii  ects  me  to  inforai  you  thut  Gen¬ 
eral  Averell  is  at  Shepherdstown  with  his  command,  picketing  toward 
Martinsburg,  Tjeetown,  and  Gerrardstown.  There  is  no  further  infor¬ 
mation  from  General  Merritt’s  command.  He  also  directs  that  you 
send  in  your  train  of  empty  wagons  if  you  have  not  done  so  already, 
and  also  requisitions  for  artillery  ammunition.  He  also  wishes  a  report 
from  you  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  your  front.  Headquarters,  if 
not  at  this  point,  will  be  on  the  Berryville  pike  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  ,  '  ^ 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Send  a  ])retty  strong  escort  with  your  reports,  tifteen  men  and  an 
officer. 


Abstract  from,  field  return  of  lliird  Dirision,  Carntrij  Corps,  commanded  by  Briff.  Gen. 
dames  H.  Wilson,  August  19,  1864. 


Troops. 


Division  lieadcpiarter 

First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade . 

Total . 

I’ennington’s  battery 
Fitzhugh’s  battery... 

Total . 


For  duty  fully 
ecpiipped. 

Not  fully  equipped. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

1 

a 

S  - 

12 

113 

58 

74  i 
1,  876 
1,  298 

29 

152 

117 

115 
2,  346 
1,639 

183 

3,  248 

298 

4. 100 

3 

116 

133 

3 

106 

128 

189 

3,  470 

298 

4,  361 

Hdqrs.  First  Bridade,  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  19,  1861. 

Capt.  L.  SlEBERT, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General : 

The  offi(‘er  in  charge  of  the  detachment  sent  with  dispatch  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Merritt  has  returned,  with  the  information  that  when  the  Sixth 
Army  Corps  moved  Colonel  Lowell  fell  back,  and  that  the  enemy  no^Y 
hold  the  crest  of  hills  this  side  of  the  creek. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  H.  MILLER, 

A  ssi slant  A  djutan t-  0 eneral. 
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llEADOUAKTEKS  FlETII  NeW  YoRK  CAYALRV, 

"  AiKjmt  19j 

Capt.  C.  Tl,  ]\riLLER, 

A.ssistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain:  All  has  been  quiet  through  the  iiight.  Yesterday  after¬ 
noon  an  orderly  from  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  came  to  me, 
while  I  was  posting  my  pickets  across  country,  bringing  an  order  from 
Colonel  Lowell,  commanding  brigade,  to  Colonel  Cole,  First  Maryland 
Cavalry,  to  fall  back  gradually,  as  the  enemy  were  moving  u])  the 
Berryville  pike  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  This  orderly  said 
he  had  come  three  miles  from  Colonel  Lowell;  that  Colonel  Lowell  was 
then  four  miles  from  Berryville  toward  Winchester  and  falling  back. 
He  said  he  had  not  crossed  the  Opequon  Creek. 

W.  r.  BACON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


llEAlXp  ARTERS  JMlLlTARY  DlST-RlCT  (^E  JIARPER’S  FeRRY, 

IlarpeCs  Ferry,  Va.,  August  19,  1861. 

M  a;  j  or-  C  en  era!  S  her  IRAN , 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division  : 

(lENERAL:  Tills  morning  a  reliable  man,  who  has  been  used  here 
heretofore, came  in  from  Hillsborough;  reports  nothing  in  Loudoun  but 
Mosby’s  and  other  guerrillas.  I  have  sent  him  back  to  extend  his 
scout  down  the  valley,  and  make  immediate  report  of  any  forces  of 
the  enemy  he  may  hear  of.  I  have  also  placed  a.  cavalry  force  of  Cole’s 
(Maryland)  regiment  at  Keyes’  Ford,  with  orders  to  scout  Loudoun 
Valley.  1  shall  prom^dly  advise  you  of  any  information.  I  am  much 
annoyed  about  couriers  and  escorts  for  trains.  The  small  force  de¬ 
tailed  here  for  courier  duty  is  composed  of  details  from  Duffie’s  com¬ 
mand.  When  they  are  sent  to  the  front  on  courier  duty  they  are 
seized  by  their  regimental  commanders,  and  not  x>ermitted  to  return. 
If  this  is  continued  I  shall  have  no  couriei’s.  For  trains  I  can  furnish 
no  escorts  unless  1  use  General  Kenly’s  brigade.  He  claims  to  be  an 
independent  command,  to  receive  orders  alone  from  your  headquarters. 
The  remaining  infantry  fori'e  is  on  post  duty.  A  small  escort  of  cav¬ 
alry  is  all  that  is  required  for  trains.  Having  no  cavalry  1  cannot 
furnish  them.  The  track  will  be  completed,  I  am  advised  by  Ciq)tain 
Gardner,  assistant  (luartermaster,  to-morrow.  A  considerable  number 
of  stragglers  are  coming  in  from  your  command.  I  have  (ordered  them 
all  to  be  arrested,  and  hold  them  subject  to  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

.JOHN  1).  OTEVEN80N, 

Hrigad ier- Genera  I,  Comma  nding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestou'n,  IV^  Va.,  xVugust  19,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  HarpeVs  Ferry : 

General:  Your  communication  of  this  date  received.  1  am  in¬ 
structed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you  that  a  cavalry  force 
will  be  immediately  ordered  to  rexiort  to  you  for  courier  aiul  other 
54  R  R-— VOL  XLlll,  PT  I 
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duty.  General  Kenly\s  brigade  whilst  at  Harper’s  Ferry  is  uuder  your 
command  and  he  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you  for  duty.  The  gen¬ 
eral  desires  that  you  continue  to  arrest  all  stragglers  that  may  make 
their  way  into  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  as  opportunity  offers  forward  them 
to  their  respective  commands  or  to  these  headquarters. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  the  Fields  August  19^  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  HarpeFs  Ferry  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order 
the  Twentieth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  now  at  the  dismounted 
camp.  Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  to  Halltown,  to.  garrison  that  place  and 
protect  the  depot  established  at  that  point. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
TAeutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
Shepherdstoivn.W.  Va.^  August  19,  1864. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harperh  Ferry : 

General:  The  enemy’s  cavalry,  about  1,000  strong,  drove  my  pick¬ 
ets  from  Martinsburg  to  Hainesville  at  5  p.  m.  to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


P.  S. — Please  communicate  tlie  above  to  Major-General  Sheridan. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

[n  the  Field,  August  19,  1864. 
Brig,  Gen.  Max  Weber,  U.  S.  Volunteers: 

(Through  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry.) 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you 
that  General  Orders,  No.  66,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters, 
assigning  General  Stevenson  to  the  command  of  the  Military  District 
of  Harper’s  Ferry,  did  not  relieve  yon  from  duty  in  the  district,  and  it 
was  expected  that  you  would  be  assigned  to  a  command  by  General 
Stevenson. 

I  am,  general,  most  respecfffullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  BIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  First  (-avaery  Division, 

Department  OE  West  Yiroinia, 

Charlestown^  Va.^  Aiujust  19 j  18(>1. 

'  (Vipt.  (Jeoroe  1>.  Sanford, 

Acting  Assistant  AdjntanC General^ 

Jldqrs.  Chief  of  Cavalry^  Middle  Military  JHrision  : 

Sir  :  I  liiive  tlie  lionor  to  state  that  an  aiiibiilaiiee,  Mitli  some  wounded 
in  it,  was  captured  by  guerrillas  near  Halltowii  about  an  hour  or  two 
since.  The  ambulance  was  without  guard,  and  Avas  passing  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  having  arrived  just  at  the  head  of  a  Avagon  train,  Avith  a  guard 
of  five  men  coming  in  this  direction.  The  fiA^e  men  failed  to  do  any¬ 
thing  on  theiiretense  of  being  too  Aveak.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
take  the  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  Halltowii  and  vicinity  Avith  the 
small  force  of  cavalry  AAdiich  I  have.  I  Avould  call  your  attention  to  the 
tact  that  my  reports  shoAV  only  1,000  men  for  duty.  I  have  150  men 
constantly  on  picket;  about  100  guarding  trains  at  the  present  time, 
and  about  150  men  on  scout  and  patrol  duty.  Add  to  this  the 
necessary  details  for  camp  duty,  and  more  than  half  my  command  is 
constantly  on  duty.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  insure  safety  from  guerrillas  at  Halltowii. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  DUFFl^, 
Brigadi  er-  General. 

P.  S. — I  havejust  received  information  that  the  men,  six  in  number, 
have  been  retaken  by  my  troops,  but  the  rebels  made  oft  with  the 
ambulance  and  horses. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resiiectfully,  <S:c., 

A.  N.  1)., 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown^  August  19^  1804 — 8  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  Commanding  Cavalry  JJivision: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  12  p.  m.  received.  General  Merritt  is 
at  Berryville,  with  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  picketing  from  Snicker’s 
Ferry,  via  Stone  Church,  on  Millwood  pike,  round  to  the  Opequon. 
(feneral  Wilson  is  at  Summit  Point,  picketing  the  Opeipiou  country, 
his  left  connecting  Avith  Merritt.  General  Wilson  has  scouting  parties 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  creek,  scouting  tlie  country  betAveen  Martins- 
burg  pike  and  the  creek;  General  Merritt  also  has  scouting  parties 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  creek,  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike. 
Latest  report  last  night  was  that  the  enemy  Avere  moving  toAvard  Bei  ry- 
Aulle.  Our  infantry  line  crosses  the  OharlestoAAm  pike  at  North  Fork  of 
Bullskin  Run,  and  extends  to  W^elch’s  Spring,  on  the  Summit  Point  road. 
Did  you  receive  dispatch  of  1  p.  m.  yesterday  ? 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


Headqi»arters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown.,  August  19,  1804 — 5  p.  r.i. 
Biig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  1  AA^ant  you  to  look  out  sliarply  for  a  nioA^enieiit  of  the 
enemy  toAvard  Martinsburg.  All  the  reports  from  my  front  indicate  a 
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moverneiit  in  tliut  direction.  I  Avaiit  information  of  any  such  move¬ 
ment  without  delay.  If  they  cross  the  Potomac  I  don’t  want  them  to 
get  back;  keep  me  posted.  If  yon  can  send  me  four  or  hve  reliable 
scouts  1  will  be  very  much  obliged.  I  will  pay  them  well. 

\\  H.  SPIERIDAN, 

Major- Genera Commandi n(j. 


IJEADQI  ARTEKS  CAVALRY,  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

CharJesfowny  Va.y  Awjnst  19y  1801. 

General  W.  W.  Averell, 

Gominandinf)  Second  IHrishn  : 

The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch 
you  start  all  the  men  belonging  to  General  Duffie’s  division  to  this 
point;  also,  that  you  send  as  soon  as  possible  a  return  of  your  com- 
maud. 

A^ery  respectfully, 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Gajdain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


I  August  Ih,  ISOI. — For  Averell  to  Forsyth,  relative  to  serving  under 
orders  of  General  Torbert,  &c.,  see  p.  502.  | 


[August  19,  1801, — For  Forsyth  to  .Vverell,  authorizing  emidoyment 
of  citizens  to  obtain  information,  Ac.,  see  p.  502.  | 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

CharlestoK'n,  Fc.,  Aiujust  19,  1801 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Brigad ier-G ei i eral  Averell, 

Commandinfi  Division  Cavalry: 

General:  An  officer  of  the  First  New  York  Cavalry  and  thirty  men 
have  just  come  in  to  my  headquarters,  with  orders  to  go  to  Millwood, 
Berry ville,  and  Winchester,  and  at  Winchester  meet  a  party  out  from 
the  north.  As  J  hav  e  a  division  (First)  covering  the  country  from  Snick¬ 
er’s  Ferry  out  toward  Millwood  and  White  l^ost,  the  crossing  of  Ope- 
quon  Creek  by  Berry  ville  and  Winchester  pike  and  ui>  to  the  second 
crossing  of  the  creek,  headquarters  of  this  division  at  Berryville  (Gen¬ 
eral  Merritt),  and  another  division  (Third)  connecting  with  the  First 
on  the  left  and  extending  to  the  right  as  far  as  Middleway,  holding 
out  to  the  front,  main  force  and  headquarters  at  KSummit  Point  (Gen¬ 
eral  AVilson),  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  go  any  farther  on 
his  ordered  route.  He  will  return  with  one  of  your  aides,  a  major,  who 
came  in  to-day.  From  all  the  iid'ormation  we  could  get  to-day,  the 
enemy  was  moving  a  large  body  of  cavalry  on  the  pike  toward  Mar- 
tinsburg.  I  wish  you  would  ascertain  if  this  is  true,  if  possible.  Keep 
strong  parties  as  low  down  the  Martinsburg  and  Winchester  ])ike  as  it 
is  safe  to  do.  1  started  parties  for  Bunker  Hill  to-day,  but  have  Jiot 
heard  from  [them]  yet. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Brigadier- Genera  I  of  Volunteers,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
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JlEADOTTARTEKS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
Shepherdstown^  Va.,  August  19^  1801. 

Major  Witcher, 

Th  ird  West  Virginia  Cavalry : 

Major:  The  general  desires  that  you  move  with  your  regiment  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac  at  Williamsport.  You  will  find  Captain 
McVieker,  and  direct  him  to  picket  the  road  to  Martinsburg  south  of 
the  river.  You  will  send  picket  to  Dam  No.  5  and  McCoy’s  Ferry. 
You  will  send  patrols  in  the  direction  of  Martinsburg  and  Hedgesville, 
and  will  make  preparations  to  defend  the  line  of  tlie  river  as  long  as 
possible.  Communicate  frecpiently  with  these  headquarters. 
Jiespectfullv, 

WILL  PUMSEY, 
Assistant  AdjiUant-Oeneral. 


nEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA, 

In  the  Fields  August  19 ^  1801. 

Brig.  Cen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Gumherlaudy  Md.: 

The  lOO-days’  men  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  soon  as 
their  term  of  service  expires,  will  be  re])laced  by  other  troops  as  soon  as 
the  present  exigencies  will  permit. 

Bv  order  of  Brevet  Major-Ceneral  Ciook. 

P.  C.  BIER, 

A ssistant  A djutant- (ieneral. 


Headquarters, 
Cumherlandj  August  19,  1804. 

Lieutenant  Gould, 

Comdg.  Detach,  of  Sixth  West  Yirginia  Car.,  North  Branch  : 
You  will  vsend  a  scout  of  forty  men  and  one  officei-,  via  Burlington  and 
Mechanicsburg  Gap,  to  Romney,  returning  via  Springfield,  Frankfort, 
and  Patterson’s  Cheek.  A  report  of  this  scout  will  be  required,  and 
information  is  desired  as  to  why  no  report  was  made  of  the  last  scout¬ 
ing  party  ordered  from  these  headquarters. 

Bv  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kelley  : 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenaut  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Colonel  Stevenson, 

Vc/r  CreeJi : 


Cumrerland,  August  19,  1804. 


I  am  not  well  enough  to  visit  you  yet.  This  1  regret  very  much.  I 
received  an  order  last  night  from  the  assistant  a  djutant- general  direct¬ 
ing  me  to  hold  the  lOO-days’  regiments  till  he  could  communicate  with 
the  commanding  general  in  the  front.  You  will  therefore  hold  your 
command  ready  to  move,  but  will  await  the  order. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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1  \  E ADOIJ  A P/J'E H  S  M  IDDl.  1 DEPARTMENT, 

Balthnore^  Md.^  A'lKju^t  19,  18(14. 

Lient.  Col.  James  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff]  Middle  Military  Division: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  iiiformatiou  a  brief 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  troops  serving  in  tliis  department :  - 

The  First  Separate  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  (fen.  E.  B.  Tyler, 
with  headquarters  at  the  Belay  House,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
is  composed  of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  for  duty  about  1,800  men ; 
First  ]lel aware  Cavalry,  for  duty  about  190  men ;  one  battery  of  artil¬ 
lery,  for  duty  about  120  men.  The  main  body  of  the  above  command 
is  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Monocacy  »Tunction,  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  A  small  garrison  from  the  above  is  stationed  at 
b^ort  l)ix.  General  Tyler  is  at  the  Monocacy  in  command. 

The  Second  Separate  Brigade,  commanded  by  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  AV.  AV. 
Alorris,  IT.  S.  Army,  includes  the  four  forts,  viz,  McHenry,  Alarshall, 
Federal  Hill,  Carroll.  The  entire  garrison  of  the  four  forts  is,  one  regi¬ 
ment  of  infantry,  about  800  raen;  two  companies  Second  U.  S.  Artil¬ 
lery  (dismounted),  about  75  men.  A  small  regiment  of  veteran  volun¬ 
teer  infantry  is  daily  expected  to  arrive  from  NeAV  York  for  duty  in  the 
above-mentioned  forts. 

The  Third  Separate  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lock- 
wood,  is  composed  and  distributed  as  follows:  Detachment  of  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  Second  Battalion,  in  defenses  of  Baltimore  and  Fort 
A\^orthington,  about  200  men ;  one  regiment  of  infantry — four  companies 
at  AVilmington  and  vicinity,  six  companies  on  line  Philadelphia,  AVil- 
mington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad  and  Havre  de  Grace,  guarding  the 
bridges  and  depots — about  800  men  (one  company  of  this  regiment  is 
being  mounted);  one  regiment  of  infantry  on  duty  as  guards  on  North¬ 
ern  Central  Railroad  as  far  as  AA^estminster  and  guards  to  depots  and 
hospitals,  &c.,  in  this  city,  about  700  men ;  one  regiment  of  infantry,  at 
])resent  on  duty  guarding  squads  of  prisoners  from  Point  Lookout  to 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  conveying  squads  of  men  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac,  about  750  men;  one  company  of  cavalry  on  duty  at  Salisbury, 
Aid.,  protecting  telegraph  to  Fortress  Monroe,  about  90  men;  detach¬ 
ment  Second  Battalion,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  at  hospitals  at  AVil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  Baltimore,  and  Annapolis. 

I  send*  you  the  above  statement  to  show  you  that  the  utmost  I  can 
do  to  strengthen  General  E.  B.  Tyler,  commanding  First  Separate  Bri¬ 
gade,  who  will  be  the  most  available  to  render  you  aid  if  needed,  will 
be  but  little. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEAV.  AV ALLACE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  208'.  )  Baltimore,  August  19,  1864. 

##*-*#** 

0.  The  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  Regiment 
Ohio  National  Guard,  Alaj.  AI.  D.  L.  Buell  commanding,  attached  to  the 
Third  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  will  be  put  eu  route,  Avith- 
out  delay,  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  there 
to  be  mustered  out  and  paid  off  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  serv- 
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ice,  in  accordance  with  the  mnstering  regulations  of  the  army.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood  is  charged  Avith  the  execution  of  this  order. 

7.  The  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Eegiment 
Ohio  National  Guard,  Lieutenant- Colonel  West  commanding,  now 
attached  to  the  Third  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  will  be  put 
en  route,  without  delay,  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp 
Dennison,  Ohio,  there  to  be  mustered  out  and  paid  off  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  their  term  of  service,  in  accordance  with  the  mustering  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  army.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  order. 

**#**## 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisburg.,  Pa..,  August  19,  1864. 

Ad.jutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  General  Halleck,  by  tele¬ 
gram  of  yesterday,  directed  me  to  forward  you  the  inclosed  copy*  which 
was  forwarded  you  last  night  by  telegraph.  Although  my  action  has 
been  disapproved  b>  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  cannot  but  think  that  had 
he  known  all  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  matter,  that  a 
course  similar  to  that  misadopted  by  me  was  due  to  these  misguided 
men,  and  would  have  been  approved  by  him.  They  are  not  guilty  in 
cora]3arison  to  the  leaders  living  in  that  section,  who  have  taught  them 
that  the  draft  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  in  resisting  it  they  were 
acting  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution.  On  leaving  Bioomsburg 
I  particularly  felicitated  myself  that  what  had  threatened  to  be  a  grave 
difficulty  had  terminated  without  bloodshed,  and  to  the  honor  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  General  Government. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  19,  1864. 

Ad.tut ANT- General  IT.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that, nothing  preventing, 
my  lieadquarters  will  be  re-established  in  Chambersburg  on  the  22(1 
instant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 

^  See  Conch  to  Adjutant-General,  August  18,  p.  840, 
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Special  Orders,  /  Hdors,  Dept,  oe  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  191.  (  Ilarrlsburfi^  Pa.^  August  19^  W(j4. 

*  #  #  *  #  *  * 

0.  Capt.  E.  M.  Warren,  commanding  mounted  company  100-days’ 
I^ennsylvania  volunteers^  will  march  his  company  from  Camp  Curtin 
at  0  a.  m.  20th  instant,  and  proceed,  via  Newville,  Newburg,  Koxbury, 
Strasburg,  Fannettsburg,  and  Burnt  Cabins,  to  Bloody  Run,  where  he 
will  make  his  headquarters  and  carry  out  his  instructions  furnished  by 
the  commanding  general.  The  men  Avill  be  supplied  with  three  days’ 
rations  in  hayersacks  and  two  days’  rations  and  forage  for  three  days 
in  wagons.  TJie  command  will  be  supplied  Avith  sixty  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition  each  man. 

#  *  *  •  #  *  #  * 

By  command  of  Major-deneral  Couch: 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assisfunt  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

A  ugust  4864-— 6  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-CTeneral  Grant: 

Ther6  is  in  Loudoun  County  a  considerable  settlement  of  Quakers 
favorable  to  the  Union,  but  never  disturbed  or  conscripted  by  the 
rebels.  No  doubt  they  Avould  be  very  willing  to  have  their  j)roduce 
and  animals  impressed,  but  ought  they  not  to  be  personally  excej)ted 
from  the  late  order  to  General  Sheridan  ? 

C.  A.  DANA. 


Cttv  T*oint,  August  20^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(ReceiA^ed  r>  p.  m.  21st.) 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Charlestoivnj  Va.: 

As  stated  in  previous  dispatches,  no  division  or  brigade  has  gone 
from  Lee’s  army  to  the  V jilley  except  KershaAv’s  and  Fitzhugh  Lee’s. 
We  have  had  ju  isoners  and  deserters  fixing  every  single  brigade  within 
the  last  tliree  days.  Warren’s  cor])s  is  now  intrenched  across  the  Wel- 
<lon  road.  1  shall  endeaA^er  to  stay  there  and  employ  the  enemy  so 
actively  that  he  cannot  detach  further.  It  is  ])robable  that  a  few 
regiments  may  have  been  detached  from  dih'erent  divisions  and  sent 
against  yon,  but  I  liaA^e  no  evidence  of*  it. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

lAeutenant-<  r  en  era  I . 


Charlesi'OAVN,  August  20 y  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  8.  Grant, 

('hy  Pointy  Va. : 

I  have  nothing  important  to  communicate.  The  enemy  have  not 
gone  down  the  Valley  farther  than  Bunker  Hill,  and  that  far  only  with 
cavalry.  1  left  eA^ery  thing  in  that  direction  for  them,  but  they  have  not 
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accei)te(l  the  invitation  as  yet.  f  will  piobablv  to-iuorrow  learn  some¬ 
thing  of  their  strength  and  intentions.  Averell  this  morning  moved 
from  Shepherdstown  on  a  stampeding  report,  and  without  orders.  1 
don’t  yet  know  where  lie  went,  but  by  his  movement  gives  unnecessary 
alarm.  1  hope  to  lie  able  to  manage  this  affair.  The  enemy  do  not 
knoAv  exactly  Avhat  to  do,  and  appear  to  be  in  doubt.  Can  you  be  cer¬ 
tain  of  what  has  come  here  1  Taking  all  the  rei>orts  which  reach  me, 
thev  are  very  unsatisfactorA^ 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-deiieyaJ. 


^Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  AvffKni  20^  iSGd — JO  p.  m. 

(Received  .‘1  a.  m.  21st.) 

MaJ.  Gen.  IT.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report  to-night  in  reference  to  the  intentions 
of  the  enemy.  General  Averell,  who  was  at  Martiiivsburg,  moved  to 
Shepherdstown  and  mumvered  the  Williamsport  crossing.  This  was 
satisfactory  to  me.  This  morning  he  reported  a  brigade  of  Fitz  Lee’s 
cavalry  at  Martinsburg,  but  this  was  an  error.  There  is  no  enemy 
north  of  Bunker  Hill.  To-day,  for  some. unknown  reason  and  without 
necessity,  he  moved  from  Shepherdstown  somewhere  without  informing 
me — perhaps  to  Hagerstown-=--giving  unnecessary  alarm  by  his  moA’^e- 
ment. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-OeaeraL 


Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  AvffKst  20^  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  2  a.  m.  21st.) 


Hon.  Edavtn  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Averell  is  the  senior  to  General  Torbert,  my  chief  of  cavalry. 
This  causes  a  difficulty  which  can  but  be  overcome  by  conferring  the 
rank  of  brevet  on  Torbert.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  do  so  ? 

1  am,  sir,  A^ery  resjiectfullj",  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Genera  L 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Anynst  20^  1864.  (Received  3.30  a.  m.  2Ist.) 

MaJ.  T.  T.  Eckert  : 

The  folloAving  dispatch*  Avas  sent  to  General  Halleck  in  cipher  from 
Cedar  Creek  to  Harper’s  Perry.  Was  it  received  by  you  and  delivered"? 
The  party  that  carried  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  captured  by  guer¬ 
rillas. 

JAS.  WL  FORSYTH, 

,  Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff’. 

(Answered  that  it  was  not  recei\^ed.) 


See  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  August  16,  jt.  811. 
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JJarper’s  ‘Ferry,  Au<fnst  iH),  1804 — O  n.  m. 

(Keeeived  8  a.  m.) 

Hop.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  Lave  just  received  the  following  dispatcli  from  General  AverelL 
All  quiet  in  Slieridaifs  front  at  this  Lour.  General  AverelFs  dispatcL 
is  dated  2  a.  m.  to-day  and  is  as  follows: 

I  have  just  received  the  followiug’  information:  At  5  p.  m.  19th  Gilmor,  vrith 
forty  or  fifty  men,  entered  Martinshurg,  one  brigade  of  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry,  with  two 
regimenfs  of  infantry,  being  at  Big  Spring,  on  the  Winchester  pike.  The  remainder 
of  Fitz  Lee's  command  was  at  Bunker  Hill.  He  has  two  or  three  batteries.  They 
say  that  Early  was  to  pass  through  Snicker’s  Gap  and  join  the  main  body  of  Lee's 
army,  which  was  to  cross  the  Potomac  at  Edwards'  Ferry,  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  was 
to  cross  at  Shepherdstown  and  look  after  Averell. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  August  20^  1864 — 2.24  p.  m. 

Colonel  Chipman, 

Harper’’ s  Ferry : 

Please  report  wLat  force  is  af  Harper’s  Ferry,  who  is  in  command, 
and  wLat  is  tLe  condition  of  tLe  troops  and  defenses. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

WdsUingtor  City,  August  20^  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

Colonel  Chipman, 

Harped s  Ferry : 

Your  telegram  to-day  does  not  say  wLere  Averell  is,  and  omits  tLe 
place  Lis  dispatcL  is  dated  from.  Accuracy  requires  tLis  always  to  be 
stated.  Is  the  river  picketed  to  Monocacy,  and  Lave  you  any  commu¬ 
nication  witL  Edwards’  Ferry?  How  far  below  Harper’s  Ferry  on  tLe 
river  Lave  you  means  of  information? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  20, 1864 — 8  p.m. 

(Received  9.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Stevenson  commands  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  He  sent  detacL- 
ment  of  Loudoun  Rangers  on  scout  into  Loudoun  County  tliis  morning. 
From  report  just  made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cook  I  glean  tLe  follow¬ 
ing:  DetacLment  crossed  Potomac  at  Mock’s  Ford;  went  near  Lees¬ 
burg;  beard  no  enemy;  cLanged  direction;  crossed  mountain  at  Gray’s 
Gap;  went  to  Waterford;  encountered  Mosby  witL  twelve  of  Lis  guer- 
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lilUis;  routed  them,  euptured  four.  Mosby  narrowly  eseaped  by  abau- 
doiiiiig  horse  and  taking  to  mountain.  A  detachment  will  be  sent 
back  with  instructions  to  go  as  far  as  Aldie.  General  AverelPs  dis¬ 
patch  sent  to-day  was  dated  Sliepherdstown,  where  he  was  when  last 
heard  from.  General  Stevenson  pickets  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Mouocacy. 
He  has  a  company  at  Noland’s  Ferry  and  one  at  Point  of  Rocks.  Posi¬ 
tion  of  General  Sheridan’s  lines  about  as  last  stated.  Nothing  since  2 
a.  m.  from  General  Averell.  General  Stevenson  does  not  extend  his 
])iekets  aboA^e  Harper’s  Ferry  more  than  a  mile.  Will  send  statement 
of  forces  here  in  half  an  hour. 

N.  P.  CHJPMAN, 
Cohmel  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Harper’s  Ferra%  AV.  A^a.,  Anfinst  20,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edaaun  M.  Stanton, 

ISeereiary  of  War  : 

Aggx:egate  for(?e  rejmrting  to  General  Stevenson,  commanding  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry,  is  12,394.  Of  these  3,059  are  armed  and  equipped  as 
infantry  and  good  fighting  men;  2,056  are  100-days’  men,  ordered  home, 
time  expired;  1,416  stragglers  and  convalescents  badly  armed,  disor¬ 
ganized  and  of  little  use;  1,900  dismounted  cavalry  partially  armed. 
Add  to  this  heavy  artillery  480  men,  30  guns;  983  light  artillery,  49 
guns.  This  includes  all  outposts,  Frederick,  mouth  of  Monoeacy,  and 
between  there  and  here  and  Halltown.  The  force  is  thought  ample  to 
hold  Maryland  Heights  proper  and  Fort  Duncan  on  the  point  of  land 
about  3,000  yards  Avest  of  Stone  Battery,  and  the  100-pounder  Parrott 
ou  the  heights,  and  perfectly  commanded  by  them.  The  guns  of  Fort 
Duncan  and  Maryland  Heights  command  the  town  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 
Bolivar  Heights,  and  would  make  between  heights  untenable.  It  is  a 
mistake,  therefore,  to  suiRiose  Harper’s  Ferry  abandoned  by  retiring  to 
the  heights;  it  is  the  only  way  really  to  hold  it.  Will  send  by  mail 
to-morrow  morning  diagram  Avith  detailed  report  of  defenses,  strength, 
and  position  of  batteries,  Ac.  The  force  here  is  not  well  organized 
except  the  artillery,  but  is  rapidly  being  put  in  fighting  condition. 

N.  P.  GHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Departatent  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

^  Angnst  20,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division,  Charlestown,  15/.; 

Major  Waite,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  left  Muddy  Branch  at  12  m. 
to-day,  on  his  scout  towai’d  the  gaps.  He  has  about  659  meii.  1 
directed  him  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  General  Grant,  Avhich  you  sent 
me,  as  far  as  he  could,  but  not  to  hd  it  interfere  Avith  Ids  sc^outing.  I 
luiA  e  no  report  A^'et  from  Lazelle. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

M ajor- Genera  I,  Com  m  an  ding. 
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1  lEADQUARTEJiS  AIlDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

Charlestown^  Aurjust  20^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washmgton  : 

I  have  100  men  who  will  take  the  contract  to  clean  ont  Mosby’s  gang. 
I  want  100  Spencer  rifles  for  them.  Send  them  to  me  if  they  can  be 
found  in  Washington.  Tliere  is  no  news  here.  The  enemy  are  about 
Winchester;  they  have  not  gone  toward  the  Potomac,  although  I  left 
the  road  open. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
^r<(jor- Oenemdj  Commanding. 


Iinlorsemeiit.] 


War  Department, 

August  21,  1864. 

Approved. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  8leeretary  of  ]yar. 


Washington,  D.  (k,  August  20,  1864. 

General  Augur  : 

The  chief  of  ordnance  has  been  directed  to  issue  Spencer  rifles  to 
detachments  from  regiments  already  armed  with  them.  A  Massachu¬ 
setts  regiment  of  100-days’  men  should  be  sent-  to-morrow  to  Fort 
Delaware  to  relieve  an  Ohio  regiment  there.  Notify  commanding  officer 
at  I'ort  Delaware  when  it  starts,  and  also  General  Wallace,  to  prevent 
straggling  at  Baltimore. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

AT a jor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Fort  Monroe,  August  20,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  O.flO  a.  m.  21st.) 

Major-General  Hallecic, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Arrived  at  9.20  p.  m.  in  steamer  Arago,  with  the  One 
hundred  and  third  New  York  Volunteers,  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  Report 
hereby  to  you  as  directed.  Will  await,  as  ordered,  two  hours  for  orders 
from  you,  and,  none  arriving,  after  that  time  Avill  proceed  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  as  ordered  by  General  Foster. 

-  W.  HEINE, 

Colonel  103d  Keu'  Yorh  V<dunteers. 

I  First  indorsement.] 

August  21, 1864. 

These  troops  were  ordered  for  duty  in  Department  of  Washington. 
General  Augur  will  have  orders  sent  to  Alexandria  for  their  disposition, 
landing  them  there  or  at  AVashington,  as  he  may  deem  best. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Colonel  Wells  telegraplied  to  order  Coloiiel  Heine  to  disembark  nt 
Alexandria  and  await  orders  from  He  lUissy.  De  Kiissy  telegrapbed 
to  send  orders  to  meet  tbe  regiment.  Dispatch  assigning  Heine’s  regi¬ 
ment  to  De  Hussy’s  division  forwarded  by  messenger  to  Alexandria. 

J.  H.  T. 


Special  Orders,  t  IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

V  Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

No.  205.'  )  Au<fust  2d,  1864, 

#  *  *  *  *  *  * 

10.  The  Sixth  Ilegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  this  department  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fort 
Delaware,  Del.,  and  be  reiiorted  to  the  commanding  offieer  of  that  iiost 
l()r  duty.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur: 

C.  H.  KAYMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  2d,  1864. 

Col.  William  Gamble, 

Eighth  lUinois  Caralrg^  Commanding  Camp  iStoneman: 

Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  necessary 
order  [be  issued]  for  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-tifth  New  York  Cav; 
airy,  and  such  detachments  of  regiments  belonging  to  the  First  and 
Third  Divisions,  Cavalry  Corjis,  and  Keserve  Brigade,  as  are  now  at 
Camp  Stoneman  e(iuip])ed  and  [)re}>ared  to  take  the  held.  Major  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Twenty-hfth  New  York  Cavalry,  will  command  the  column, 
and  be  instructed  to  report  to  Major-General  Sheridan,  commanding 
Middle  Military  Division,  marcln'ng  via  Harper’s  Ferry.  He  should 
move  with  three  days’  rations  for  man  and  horse,  with  the  usual  allow¬ 
ance  of  ammunition,  and  be  instructed  to  escort  the  train  of  the  Third 
Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  en  route  and  xiarked  near  this  city,  to  the 
headquarters  of  that  division.  Be  ])leased  to  rexmrt  when  the  trooxis 
march  and  the  eheetive  strength  of  the  command. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

d.  H.  TAYLOll, 

Chief  of  )8tajf  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  ('orps, 

Augnst  2d,  1864. 

Major  Waite, 

Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry^  ComuHinding  at  Muddy  Eraneh: 
Ma.jor:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inclose 
herewith  instructions  emanating  from  head(piarters  of  the  army,  for- 
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warded  by  Major-General  Sberidan,  eoininanding  military  division.* 
He  directs  that  these  instructions  during  your  scout  be  carried  out  to 
this  extent  and  in  this  wise.:  On  your  return  you  will  impress,  load 
with  forage,  and  bring  to  your  camp  as  many  wagons  as  your  cojumand 
is  competent  to  piotect;  you  will  also  arrest  all  male ‘Goebel  symi)a- 
thizers”  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and'  lifty  who  come  within  your 
leach  and  forward  them  to  these  heachpiarters  under  guard,  wdth  lists 
specifying  name,  place  of  residence,  and  character.  You  will  also 
specify  names  of  persons  from  whom  wagons  and  forage  are  taken. 
This  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  requirements  of  your  scout,  but  to  be 
accomplished  on  your  return. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

,1.  11.  TAYLOK, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Young’s  Island,  Aiujust  iSGi. 

(Keceived  o  p.  m.) 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  shall  cross  at  this  i)oint  at  12.d0  j).  m.  with  about  050  men,  with 
three  days’  rations. 

JOHN  M.  WAITE, 

Major ^  Ax'.,  Commanding . 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Aear  Falls  Churchy  1  u.,  August  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  this  evening  from  a 
scout  toward  the  Ivappahannock  with  280  men  of  the  Sixteenth  New 
York  Cavalry.  We  passed  within  eight  miles  of  that  river,  and  had  it 
been  necessary,  should  have  gone  to  it.  We  were  informed  by  general 
report  that  no  attemi^ts  are  making  by  the  rebels  to  use  the  railroad  or 
any  part  of  it  above  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  no  repairs  of  it  are 
making  above  that  point.  There  are  at  Warrenton  about  2,000  infan¬ 
try  and  about  500  cavalry,  and  a  large  force,  10,000  men  (cavalry  and 
infantry),  at  Culi:)eper,  moving  ui)  toward  Warrenton.  The  rebels  are 
using  the  roads  between  Warrenton  and  Chester  Gap  and  Manassas 
Gap,  and  passing  trains,  troops,  and  supplies  over  them  (“onstautly. 
One  hundred  of  Kincheloe’s  band  have  been  sent  to  do  duty  in  the 
west  ot  Stafford  and  east  of  Culpeper  Counties.  This  leaves  about 
twenty  of  his  party  in  the  vicinity  beloAv  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
llailroad.  Straggling  guerrillas  were  seen,  a  few  picked  up,  and  one 
belonging  to  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  Regiment  brought  in  with  seven 
3ai)tured  horses.  We  returned  by  way  of  Brentsville  and  Manassas. 
Beyond  the  above  I  have  nothing  to  rex^ort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Neir  Yorh  Cavairg,  Comdg.  Car  airy  Brigade. 

*  See  GrauUto  Sheridan,  August  Id,  3.30  p.  in.,  p.  811. 
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Headquarters  ]\Iiddle  Military  Division, 

August  1864. 

Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  I  have  ordered  General  Crook  to  come  back  to  a  ])oiiit  in 
rear  of  you.  The  cavalry  will  remaiu  as  heretofore  at  Berryville,  and 
on  crossing  of  Opeqiion.  There  is  no  movement  of  the  euemy^s  infan¬ 
try;  they  ap])ear  to  be  circulating  about  Winchester.  It  is  reported 
that  Fitzhngli  Lee’s  cavalry  is  at  Bunker  Hill,  with  advance  parties  as 
far  as  Martinsburg.  Should  any  cavalry  moveinent  take  place  you  will 
at  once  be  notihed  of  it. 
y ery  respectfully, 

B.  H.  SHEBIDAN, 

Major-  General j  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  xVrmy  Corps, 

Near  Charlestoum^  W.  Fu.,  August  20,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let¬ 
ter  directing  that  all  detachments  of  cavalry  in  my  command  in  excess 
of  that  authorized  from  these  headquarters  be  ordered  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry.  I  have  received  no  order 
designating  the  number  authorized  from  your  headquarters,  and  re¬ 
spectfully  request  that  I  may  be  informed  of  the  number.  The  only 
order  that  I  am  cognizant  of  on  this  subject  is  an  order  from  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  General  Wright  (then  commanding  U.  S.  forces)  making 
the  following  allowance:  To  each  brigade  headquarters  as  orderlies,,* 
three  privates;  to  each  division  headquarters  as  orderlies,  one  non¬ 
commissioned  officer  and  live  privates;  to  each  corps  headquarters 
as  orderlies,  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  ten  privates;  to  each 
corps  headquarters  as  escort  and  provost  guard,  one  officer,  four  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  and  forty-six  men.  This  distribution  has  been 
made  as  far  as  possible,  there  being  but  one  officer  and  twenty-tive 
men  for  duty  as  escort  and  provost  guard.  T  respectfully  state  that  at 
least  that  number  is  necessary  for  provost  duty  alone.  The  com])any 
of  cavalry  detailed  by  General  Torbert  to  relieve  the  detachments 
reporting  to  me  was  but  forty  strong,  not  enough  to  relieve  the  order¬ 
lies  of  the  corps.  All  Avere  relieved,  however,  that  could  be  spared, 
leaving  but  twenty-live  men  for  e>scort  and  provost  duty.  Under  the 
allowance  above  stated  I  am  delicient  twenty  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

[luclorsenient.  J 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  24,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

The  escort  at  corps  headquarters,  to  consist  of  one  scpiadroii,  is  all 
the  cavalry  that  is  allowed  to  an  infantry  corps.  All  other  orderlies, 
couriers,  &c.,  must  be  infantry  mounted  by  the  quartermaster’s  de¬ 
partment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  ^Sheridan: 

A.  F.  HAYDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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riEADQUARTERS  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

In  the  Field,  August  20,  180-1 — 1  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  ('rook, 

(JommandiiH)  Arwy  of  West  Virginia : 

General:  The  inajor-general  commandino-  directs  that  yon  at  once 
move  your  eoinmand  back  toward  Charlestown,  via  the  Berryville  and 
Charlestown  i)ike.  As  soon  as  you  have  given  the  necessary  orders  of 
march  for  your  command,  you  will  ride  in  advance,  so  as  to  reach  these 
headquarters  before  the  head  of  your  column  can  reach  General  Emory’s 
l)osition.  You  will  receive  instruction  on  your  arrival  here  as  to  the 
position  to  be  taken  up  by  your  troops. 

Very  respectfully, 

dAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
LienteiKOit-Colonel  and  Chief  of  8tajf. 


Headquarters  (hvvALRY,  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  20 y  1801. 

General  Merritt, 

Conmanding  First  Division: 

General:  1  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  you  co])y  of  order*  from 
(General  Sheridan’s  liead(iuarters  in  reference  to  house-burning,  &c. 
(jeneral  Torbert  wishes  that  you  would  return  to  General  Crook  the 
ambulances  belonging  to  him  that  you  have  been  using,  if  you  have 
received  your  own.  General  Wilson  reports  that  a  party  of  General 
Averell’s,  Avhich  started  from  his  headquaiters  to  return  to  General 
Averell,  were  driven  back  between  Middleway  and  Bunker  Hill,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  in  the  latter  i>lace  in  some  force. 

Very  respectfully, 

.M.  A.  BEAD, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  iltaff. 

Gun  ammunition  goes  with  this  escort.  Beturn  the  wagons  as  soon 
as  possible. 


Summit  Point,  August  20y  1861 — 12  in. 

My  Dear  Merritt:  Everything  (iiiiet  in  this  direction.  Bebels 
picketing  along  the  Gpeiiuon.  Averell’s  two  squadrons  were  driven 
out  of  Martinsburg  yesterday  (report)  by  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  division  and 
two  regiments  of  infantry.  Iteno  writes:  ‘‘They  (we)  anticipate  a 
movement  of  rebels  in  force  through  Snicker’s  Gap  to  join  Lee’s  entire 
army  for  an  invasion  by  Edwards’  PYrry,”  which  1  don’t  believe. 
What’s  going  on  ? 

Very  trulv,  ^'ours, 

d.  11.  WllLSOAJ. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  20 y  1801. 

Colonel  Jli  Cesnola, 

Com  ma  n  ding  Brigade : 

I  wish  you  would  send  frequently  reconnaissances  to  your  front  and 
right  front  to  learn  anything  of  importance  with  reference  to  the  move- 

""  See  Sheridan  to  Torbert,  August  16,  p.  43.. 
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ments  of  the  enemy.  The  major-general  commanding  the  army  is  anx¬ 
ious  for  information.  Yon  will  also  send  out  and  arrest  all  male  citi¬ 
zens  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  your  camp  and  lines,  and  send  them  to  the  provost-marshal  at 
these  headquarters.  It  would  be  well  to  send  well  off  to  your  left  flank 
to  stir  up  and  kill  as  many  of  the  bushwhackers  as  possible  who  are 
between  you  and  the  river.  Give  strict  orders  that  no  men  go  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  camp,  save  in  organized  parties,  under  officers. 
The  guerrillas  have  murdered  ten  or  twelve  of  our  men  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  already. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  MEREITT, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  20,,  1864. 

Colonel  Di  Cesnola, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division : 

Colonel  :  I  should  much  rather  [that]  you  remain  in  command  of  the 
brigade  until  the  return  of  Colonel  Devin.  I  do  not  know  the  nature 
of  the  order  directing  your  muster-out.  If  it  is  not  positive,  I  would 
recommend  you  to  remain  with  the  brigade  for  the  iiresent. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERRITT, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers.  Commanding. 


Have  you  heard  anything  from  the  reconnaissance  toward  the  Front 
Royal  pike?  Report  as  soon  as  it  returns. 

Respectfully, 


W.  MERRITT. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

August  1864 — 6.43  p.  m. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  both  parties  sent  on  to 
reconnoiter,  one  to  Millwood  and  the  other  toward  Front  Royal  pike, 
reported  all  quiet  toward  Front  Royal.  It  seems  there  has  not  been 
any  movement  or  passage  of  troops  in  that  direction  since  yesterday. 
At;  Millwood  the  reconnoitering  party  received  instructions  from  me  to 
surround  the  town  and  try  to  capture  Mosby’s  men,  who  were  reported 
yet  to  be  in  those  vicinities,  but  the  officer  in  charge  found  no  armed 
men  there  except  the  five  citizens  that  I  sent  to  the  division  provost- 
marshal.  I  just  received  information  that  our  pickets  were  fired  into 
ten  minutes  ago  in  the  direction  of  Front  Royal,  on  the  right  of  the  stone 
chapel.  I  have  a  regiment  standing  to  horse  to  meet  any  emergency  if 
it  is  the  case,  but  I  suppose  it  is  nothing  else  but  some  guerrillas  who 
followed  the  reconnoitering  party. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

DI  CESNOLA, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Seeond  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  First  New  York  Dragoons, 

August  20^  1864. 

Capt.  William  H.  H.  Emmons, 

Assistant  Adjuta/nt- General^  Cavalry  Beserve  Brigade: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  in¬ 
structions  from  division  headquarters,  I  proceeded  to-day  with  the 
First  New  York  Dragoons  and  Second  IJ.  S.  Cavalry  to  Mr.  Ware’s 
house,  on  the  Snicker’s  Ferry  pike;  there  turned  to  the  left  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Myersville  and  Kabletown,  where  I  halted  and  sent  a  scouting 
party  of  ten  men  on  to  the  river,  where  they  encountered  a  party  of  twelve 
of  Moshy’s  men,  who  fired  at  my  men,  then  ran,  crossing  the  river  and 
dispersing  in  the  hills  beyond.  I  learned  from  the  citizens  that  Mosby 
with  his  men  was  camped  at  this  point  on  the  river  night  before  last,  and 
that  he  was  through  Kabletown  yesterday  with  a  small  party.  I  did  not 
cross  the  river,  as  my  horses  were  very  tired,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
no  opportunity  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  bay  with  his  numberless  moun¬ 
tain  roads  by  which  to  escape.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  a 
sufficient  force  were  sent  across  the  river  above  Kabletown  and  another 
at  Snicker’s  Ferry,  with  orders  to  cover  the  roads  between  the  mountains 
and  the  river,  the  former  force  to  move  up  the  river  and  the  latter 
down,  the  chances  would  be  much  better  lor  capturing  his  party.  I 
Avould  also  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  arrested  the  able- 
bodied  citizens  found  on  the  route,  whom  I  send  you,  fiiA^e  in  number. 
In  returning  through  Eippon  I  struck  the  rear  of  our  infantry  column 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Charlestown.  Also  met  Major  Starr  with  the 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  about  two  miles  out  of  this  place,  establishing  a 
picket-line  to  cover  the  Charlestown  pike,  endeavoring  to  make  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  infantry  pickets  as  ordered,  Avhich  he  had  not  succeeded 
at  that  time  in  doing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWARD  M.  SMITH, 

Major.,  Commanding  First  New  York  Dragoons. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Summit  Pointy  August  20.,  1864 — 9.20  a.  m. 

Capt.  M.  A.  Reno, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Cavalry  Forces: 

Captain:  Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  the  enemy’s  intentions,  as 
revealed  through  General  Averell,  is  just  received.  I  sent  you  a  report 
from  Colonel  Moore  this  morning,  indicating  movements  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Martin sburg.  Have  taken  measures  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  reports,  and  will  report.  My  empty  wagons  left  here  last  night  at 
8  p.  m.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  picketing  the  entire  line  of  the  Opequon. 
I  have  directed  a  regiment  to  make  a  reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  size,  position,  and  movements  of  all  hostile  parties  on 
that  stream. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  20^  1864, 

Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  tlivision^  Cavalry  Corps: 

General  :  I  had  already  sent  to  Harkins  to  send  out  a  patrol  and 
see  if  MerritFs  brigades  were  on  the  Berry ville  and  Winchester  pike. 
The  patrol  reports  quite  a  wagon  train  passing  on  the  Berryville  and 
Charlestown  pike  guarded  by  infantry.  The  scouts  have  been  sent  out 
toward  the  Martiusburg  pike  with  directions  to  go  to  Martinsburg  if 
possible. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  B.  MCINTOSH, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Divisk^,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  20^  1864, 

Brigadier- General  Chapman, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

Please  take  measures  at  once  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report  sent 
in  by  Colonel  Moore,  sending  out  proper  scouting  parties  toward  the 
Martinsburg  and  Winchester  pikes.  If  they  cannot  cross  the  Opequon 
directly,  let  them  work  in  by  Middleway  or  to  the  north  of  it.  I  want 
the  whole  line  of  the  creek  examined,  the  size,  position,  and  move¬ 
ments  of  all  rebel  pickets  reported.  One  good  regiment  should  be  sent. 
You  must  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  enemy  is  using  the  Martinsburg 
pike,  and  by  what  forces. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper^s  Ferry,  Va.,  August  20,  1864, 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  :  I  send  you  copy  of  report*  of  scout  made  by  Ijoudoun 
County  Bangers  as  far  as  Leesburg.  By  it  it  would  seem  that  there  is 
no  movement  of  enemy  in  direction  of  Leesburg.  I  have  ordered 
another  scout  for  to-morrow  as  far  as  Aldiej  shall  promptly  report 
result.  A  cavalry  picket  strong  enough  to  make  a  scout  through 
Keyes’  Gap  should  be  stationed  at  Keyes’  Ford.  You  can  find  men  in 
Cole’s  (First  Maryland)  cavalry  familiar  with  the  country.  Nothing 
from  Averell. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown,  August  20,  1864, 

General  Averell: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  There  is  no  indication  of  movements 
on  my  front.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  at  Winchester  and  this  side. 


Not  found;  but  see  Chipman  to  Stanton,  8  p.  ni.,  p.  858. 
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Watch  the  movements  toward  Martiusbiirg  closely,  and  when  your 
scouts  which  you  have  sent  to  ascertain  the  strength  and  designs  of 
the  enemy  return  let  me  know. 

Yours,  truly, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN^, 

Major-General. 


[AuauST  20,  1864. — For  Sheridan  to  Averell,  relative  to  movement 
of  latter  from  Shepherdstown,  &c.,  see  p.  503.] 


Headquarters, 

^  Harperh  Ferry,  August  20,  1864. 

(Keceived  Cumberland  5.40  p.  m.) 

Brigadier- General  Kelley  : 

The  100-days’  men  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  soon  as 
their  term  of  service  expires,  will  be  replaced  by  other  troops  as  soon 
as  the  present  emergencies  will  permit. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook : 

P.  G.  BIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters, 

Cumberland,  Atigust  20,  1864. 

It  was  desired  and  expected  that  the  regiments  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard  serving  in  my  command  would  be  promptly  relieved  and  sent 
home  to  be  paid  and  mustered  out  of  service  at  the  expiration  of  their 
term  of  enlistment,*  but  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  demand  that 
they  remain  a  few  days  longer  to  enable  the  Government  to  collect  and 
send  troops  to  relieve  them.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  circumstances 
require  this  course  toward  these  gallant  regiments  which  have  been  so 
efficient  and  have  rendered  so  important  and  valuable  service  in  this 
department.  I  have  made,  and  will  continue,  every  effort  possible  to 
have  you  relieved,  and  I  trust  your  detention  will  be  of  but  a  few  days’ 
duration.  I  therefore  appeal  to  your  patriotism  to  submit  to  this  delay 
with  the  noble  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  your  country  you  have 
heretofore  evinced. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Colonel  Stevenson, 

Feiv  Creek : 


Cumberland,  August  20, 1864. 


It  is  reported  that  a  force  of  about  400  rebels  were  in  Springfield 
this  a.  m.  Keep  your  scouts  active  and  well  out. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  65.  )  Baltimore^  August  20^  1864. 

I.  The  District  of  Delaware  will  not  be  included  hereafter  in  the 
command  of  the  Third  Separate  Brigade. 

II.  Col.  S.  M.  Bowman,  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  commanding  the  Middle  Department  for  duty,  is  hereby  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  District  of  Delaware,  and  all  troops  that  are  now 
or  may  be  hereafter  assigned  to  duty  in  said  district.  The  headquarters 
will  be  at  Wilmington,  Del.  This  does  not  relieve  Colonel  Bowman 
from  the  duties  to  which  he  was  assigned  by  paragraph  44,  Special 
Orders,  No:  70,  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  February  12,  1864,  as  chief 
mustering  and  recruiting  officer  for  colored  troops  in  the  State  of  Mary¬ 
land. 

*##***# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace*; 

SAME.  B.  LAWBENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Separate  Brig.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore.,  Md.,  August  20^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Biglith  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  just  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  you,  herewith  inclosed,  a  copy  of  the  order  assigning 
Colonel  Clark,  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninety-third  Eegiment  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers,  to  the  command  at  Wilmington,  Del. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  P.  DE  WITT, 

Colonel  Tenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Comdg.  Brigade. 

[Iiiclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Third  Separate  Brigade, 

>  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  33.  )  Baltimore,  Md.,  August  16,  1864. 

******* 

VII.  Col.  John  B.  Clark,  commanding  at  Havre  de  Grace,  will,  as 
soon  as  relieved  by  Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel  Ballentine,  of  same  regiment, 
proceed  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  assume  command  of  that  post,  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties  as  commander  of  the  railroad  guards.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Lockwood: 

GEO.  V.  MASSEY, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  21,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Charlestown,  Va. : 

In  stripping  Loudoun  County  of  supi)lies,  «&c.,  impress  from  all  loyal 
persons,  so  that  they  may  receive  pay  for  what  is  taken  from  them.  I  am 


870 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


informed  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  that  Loudoun  County  bas 
a  large  population  of  Quakers,  who  are  all  favorably  dis])osed  to  the 
Union.  These  people  may  be  exempted  from  arrest. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lientenant-  General. 


City  Point,  August  ^1,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  6.30  a.  m.  22d.) 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Charlestown,)  Ya. : 

We  have  had  prisoners  and  deserters  from  every  division  and  brigade 
of  Lee’s  and  Beauregard’s  armies  in  the  last  four  days  except  Fitz  Lee’s 
cavalry  and  Kershaw’s  division.  These  we  know  have  gone  to  the 
Valley.  A  man  employed  by  the  provost-marshal  visits  Orange  Court- 
House  regularly  and  gets  accurate  reports  from  there.  Kot  a  regiment 
has  passed  there  in  the  last  two  weeks  going  either  way.  To-day  sev¬ 
eral  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  our  forces  occupying  the  Weldon  road 
have  been  repulsed^  with  very  little  loss  to  us  and  considerable  to  them 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured.  If  operations  planned  for  to-morrow 
are  as  successful  as  I  hope  they  will  be  I  think  the  troops  in  the  Valley, 
or  a  portion  of  them,  are  more  likely  to  be  withdrawn  than  to  be  re-en¬ 
forced  from  here. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  August  21^  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Colonel  Chipman,  Harper'^s  Ferry ^  Va. : 

What  news  now! 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Bolivar  Heights,  August  21,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m.) 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Without  myself  having  been  to  the  front,  from  the  best  sources  of 
information  the  following  is  true :  Two  rebel  divisions  came  down  the 
M.artinsburg  road;  attacked  suddenly  a  part  of  Sixth  Corps  at  inspec¬ 
tion  and  at  first  drove  them.  Our  troops  rallied  and  in  turn  drove  the 
enemy.  The  force  engaged  increased  on  both  sides  and  was  apparently 
kept  up  pretty  hotly  for  three  hours,  not  extending,  however,  to  gen¬ 
eral  engagement.  Artillery  firing  still  continues  and  seems  to  have 
shifted  to  the  left  of  Charlestown.  Cannot  hear  the  musketry  at  this 
writing.  Will  have  messenger  from  the  front  soon. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 

Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  August  21,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11.40  a.  m.^ 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Averell’s  scouts,  on  their  way  with  reports  to  General  Sheridan,  say 
that  Averell  has  gone  to  Hagerstown.  The  enemy  in  force  at  Martins- 
burg  and  moving  toward  Shepherdstown.  Couriers  will  be  sent  at  once 
to  communicate  with  Averell. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Bolivar  Heiohts,  August  31,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  1.40  p.  m.) 


Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War : 

A  battle  is  being  fougbt  at  and  to  tbe  right  of  Charlestown.  Firing 
began  about  11  a.  in.  Musketry  and  artillery  heard  from  these  heights, 
and  is  quite  heavy.  Indication  of  an  attempt  to  turn  our  right,  as 
firing  is  confined  to  that  part  of  the  line  on  Shepherds  town  and 
Cbarlestown  road. 


N.  P.  OHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.,  August  21, 1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

No  firing  can  be  heard  now.  Captain  Sheridan  left  the  front  at  2  p.  m. 
with  orders  to  General  Stevenson.  He  says  up  to  that  time  the  fight  had 
been  but  little  more  than  an  attempt  to  develop  our  force,  and  was  main¬ 
tained  by  an  increased  skirmish  and  picket  line.  The  artillery  firing 
was  by  the  enemy,  except  on  the  left,  near  Berry  ville,  where  our  cavalrjr 
was  fighting.  They  used  a  six-gun  battery  quite  lively.  The  left  of 
infantry  line  rests  a  mile  beyond  Charlestown  and  a  little  to  the  left 
of  the  Winchester  pike,  the  right  resting  on  the  Leetown  road  leading 
from  Charlestown  to  Martin sburg.  The  cavalry  cover  from  left  to 
Shenandoah  and  from  right  along  Opequon  to  Potomac.  The  enemy 
showed  no  battle-line  to-day,  but  General  Sheridan  thinks  his  move¬ 
ment  a  precursor  of  battle  and  is  ready  for  him.  Trains  and  all  army 
baggage  are  being  parked  in  valley  this  side  Bolivar  Heights.  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry  force  is  in  as  good  shape  as  it  will  admit  of.  No  report 
from  Averell  or  east  of  Blue  Ridge  to-day.  Averell  pickets  to  Shep- 
herdstown  and  to  Hagerstown  and  is  himself  near  the  latter  place. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  August  21,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Colonel  Chipman, 

Harper’’ s  Ferry : 

You  may  go  to  the  front  if  you  wish,  keeping  me  advised  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  things. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Department  oe  WASHiNaTON,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  August  21,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Comdg.  Middle  Military  Division,  Charlestown,  Va. : 

Lazelle  has  returned,  and  reports  as  follows : 

There  are  at  Warrenton  about  2,000  infantry  and  about  500  cavalry,  and  a 
large  force  of  10,000  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  at  Culpeper,  moving  up  toward 
Warrenton.  Tbe  rebels  are  using  the  roads  between  Warrenton  and  Chester  Gap 
and  Manassas  Gap,  and  passing  trains,  troops,  and  supplies  over  them  constantly. 
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He  does  not  mention  liow  lie  ascertained  these  figures.  He  has  most 
probably  depended  upon  reports  of  citizens.  I  wdll  learn  more  defi¬ 
nitely  and  inform  yon. 

C.  0.  AUGUR, 

Major- General^  Commamlhuj. 


Hdqrs.  Hepartment  of  Washinoton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

^Yasllmf)ton^  D.  (7.,  Aiigiist  27,  1864 — 9.30  p.  w. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Comdg.  Middle  Military  Division.^  Charlestoumj  Jh.  Va.  : 

Lazelle  says  he  received  his  information  concerning  the  enemy’s 
forces  at  Culpeper  from  a  citizen  who  had  just  left  there.  He  also  in¬ 
formed  him  about  the  forces  at  Warren  ton.  Colonel  Gansevoort,  with 
his  regiment,  the  Thirteenth  'New  York  Cavalry,  goes  out  to-morrow 
to  scout  in  the  vicinity  of  those  places.  The  Forty-first  New  York 
arrived  here  from  Hilton  Head  to-day,  about  400  men.  Two  more  regi¬ 
ments  on  their  way. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Fort  Corcoran,  August  31,  1864. 

(Received  2.10  j).  m.) 

Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel  Whistler  was  assigned  to  duty  in  these  defenses  by  orders 
from  department  headquarters  to  command  the  brigade  formerly  Tan- 
natt’s.  I  respectfully  request  authority  to  assign  him  to  the  command 
of  the  brigade  from  Richardson  to  Ellsworth,  where  I  now  have  a  vet¬ 
eran  reserve  regiment  and  have  to-day  ordered  the  One  hundred  and 
third  New  York  Yolunteers.  His  experience  and  energy  will  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  avail  in  instructing  that  brigade.  The  Tenth  New 
York  Artillery  and  several  old  batteries  hold  the  works  in  this  present 
command. 

G.  A.  HE  RUSSY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  31,  1864. 

Colonel  Lazelle, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade,  Falls  Church,  Ya.: 

Please  state  more  definitely  from  whom  you  received  the  information 
respecting  the  enemy’s  forces  and  movements,  contained  in  your  dis¬ 
patch  of  last  night,  and  if  you  have  good  reasons  for  thinking  it  reliable. 
Have  the  other  regiment  gotten  together  at  once  and  sent  out  toward 
Warren  ton,  to  learn  what  is  going  on  there.  The  Eighth  Illinois  Cav¬ 
alry  left  Muddy  Branch  yesterday  to  scout  toward  Middleburg.  Report 
when  the  Thirteenth  leaves. 

Yours,  &c., 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  CJmrch^  Va.^  Auaast  21^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  tlie  communication  from  the  major-general 
commanding,  requesting  a  more  definite  statement  concerning  the 
information  sent  to  your  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  Culpeper  and  Warrenton  and  their 
movements  were  ascertained  from  a  citizen  who  left  Culpeper  on  Tues¬ 
day  last.  He  reports  a  whole  division  at  Culpeper  and  2,500  infantry, 
besides  cavalry,  at  Warrenton;  that  relative  to  the  use  of  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Bailroad  and  the  force  at  Culpeper  was  obtained  from 
Elkton,  from  several  citizens  who  talked  freely  to  our  men,  under  the 
Impression  that  they  were  rebels,  as  they  were  disguised;  that  that 
concerning  Kincheloe  was  obtained  from  one  of  his  own  men  captured. 
I  regard  all  the  above  as  reliable.  The  Thirteenth  New  York  will  leave 
to-morrow  morning.  They  are  unable  to  leave  sooner  owing  to  their 
horses  not  being  shod.  Please  see  communication  inclosed.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Netv  Yorh  Cavalry.,  Coyndg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  Ayigust  21,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  this  vicinity. 
Beyond  this  I  have  nothing  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  Comely.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  21,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Colonel  Currie, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Nineteenth  Corps : 

Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  report 
to  General  Stevenson,  commanding  at  Bolivar  Heights,  with  your  bri¬ 
gade;  also  that  you  will  gather  together  and  organize  any  stragglers 
that  may  come  into  that  point. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  NEWHALL, 

.  Alajor  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoivn,  W.  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Bivision: 

General  :  You  will  move  your  division  back  at  once  to  Rii)pon  and 
take  up  a  line  between  this  place  and  Bullskin  Bun.  Dispose  Colonel 


Not  found. 
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LowelPs  brigade  on  the  line  so  that  the  balance  of  your  command  can  be 
used  elsewhere.  General  Wilson  is  ordered  to  move  in  front  of  General 
Wright.  There  is  an  attack  on  Wilson’s  right.  Lieutenant  Goldsmith 
will  give  you  more  particulars. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  21^  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General  :  The  main  body  of  the  infantry  is  passing  now.  The  infan¬ 
try  picket-line  will  be  withdrawn  shortly.  Send  for  Colonel  Lowell  to 
keep  himself  posted  as  to  the  movements  of  the  infantry  in  his  rear, 
and  have  him  withdraw  to  a  point  near  the  town,  covering  the  roads  on 
that  side.  Send  a  staff  officer  to  report  for  further  instructions. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Summit  Point,  August  21,  1864 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Berryville  : 

My  outposts  on  the  Winchester  and  Summit  roads  and  at  Middleway 
have  been  attacked  by  strong  forces  of  cavalry.  A  part  of  the  force 
between  here  and  the  Opequon  has  taken  the  road  running  toward 
Berryville.  There  seems  to  be  a  strong  reconnaissance  all  along  the 
line  of  the  Opequon. 

J.  H.  WILSOK, 
Brigadier- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
Cross-Roads,  One  mile  and  a  half  East  of  Summit  Point, 

August  21, 1864 — 2.25  p.  m. 

General  Merritt: 

Your  dispatch*  by  my  messenger  just  received.  I’ll  hold  on  on  this 
road  till  you  come  in.  Have  received  orders  to  that  effect  from  head¬ 
quarters  cavalry  forces.  About  noon,  my  advanced  parties  having  been 
driven  from  the  Opequon,  I  was  attacked  by  a  division  of  infantry  [and] 
one  regiment  of  cavalry.  At  the  same  moment  orders  came  directing 
me  to  fall  back  from  Summit  *and  attack  the  enemy  in-  Wright’s 
front.  My  artillery  fire  has  checked  the  enemy,  but  he  is  reported  as 
moving  toward  Berryville.  Move,  therefore,  as  rapidly  as  possible  till 
we  can  form  a  junction.  Your  train  is  all  right.  You  had  better  not 
stop  on  the  Bullskin,  but  move  till  we  meet.  The  enemy  may  catch 
you  on  the  flank  by  some  of  the  cross-roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSOE^, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military^  Division, 

Charlestown^  17/.,  August  21^  1864. 

Brigadier-General  W ilson, 

Commanding  Third  Dimsion : 

General:  There  is  now  firing  in  front  of  General  Wright,  who  is 
in  the  rear  of  Welch’s  Spring.  You  will  move  your  division  at  once, 
in  front  of  General  Wright,  on  the  Smithfield  (or  Middleway)  and 
Charlestown  pike.  Leave  a  strong  force  on  the  road  from  Summit 
Point  to  this  place.  I  presume  the  best  way  to  come  back  to  your 
position  is  to  take  the  first  road  to  your  rear,  going  north  to  the 
pike.  Communicate  often.  Cover  all  roads  to  your  front  and  right. 
Averell  has  gone  across  the  Potomac. 

Very  resiiectfully, 

M.  A.  PENG, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Summit  Pointy  August  21,  1864 — 2.05  p.  m. 

Captain  Eeno, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Captain  :  Just  as  your  orders  were  received  the  enemy  advanced 
with  infantry  against  my  position,  but  was  checked  by  skirmishers 
and  artillery  sufficiently  to  allow  me  to  Avithdraw.  I  am  now  at  the 
cross-roads,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Summit  Point,  but  as 
the  officers  who  came  through  report  the  direct  road  already  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  who  moved  in  by  MiddleAvay,  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
prudent  not  to  leave  the  direct  road  to  the  Berryville  and  Charlestown 
pike  till  I  ascertain  that  I  am  either  not  followed  or  till  the  direct 
Charlestown  road  is  clear.  I  have  sent  scouting  party  to  ascertain 
that  fact  and  shall  act  as  soon  as  I  hear  the  result.  In  case  the  enemy 
is  on  it,  I  propose  to  move  to  the  Berryville  and  Charlestown  pike 
and  form  a  junction  with  Merritt,  having  previously  notified  him  of 
what  is  going  on,  and  advised  him,  if  not  already  ordered,  to  fall  back 
and  connect  with  me.  Have  just  received  a  note  from  him  saying 
Lowell  had  been  attacked  and  he  would  do  as  indicated  above. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSOK, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

On  North  Fork  Bullskinj  August  21,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 

Captain  Eeno, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Forces,  Charlestoum  : 

Captain  :  My  division  is  now  here  with  one  regiment  at  cross-roads 
this  side  of  Summit;  the  infantry  are  also  with  us.  The  force  which 
moved  in  by  Summit  Point  have  struck  off  to  the  northward.  Eo  sign 
of  Merritt  yet;  have  sent  to  him,  and  will  do  all  I  can  to  protect  his 
flank  till  he  arrh^es.  I  hear  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Clifton.  Ex¬ 
pect  news  from  him  soon.  Have  sent  my  train  into  Charlestown  with 
directions  to  report  for  the  general’s  orders.  Have  parties  of  observa¬ 
tion  out  in  all  directions,  particulary  toward  Summit  and  Middle  way. 
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Only  two  of  tlie  scouts  sent  out  last  night  liave  returned;  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  their  report  has  been  sent  in;  those  toward  Bunker  Hill 
have  not  yet  been  heard  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown^  Ya.y August  21.,  1864. 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  chief  of  cavalry  to  inform  you  that 
General  Averell  has  removed  his  command  from  Shepherdstown  to 
some  point  unknown;  he  left  a  few  pickets  at  Shepherdstown  and  a 
regiment  at  Sharpsburg.  He  also  directs  that  any  important  informa¬ 
tion  you  may  receive  from  Smithfield  and  that  direction  be  sent  down 
the  Sliddleway  pike  to  General  Wright’s  headquarters  (which  is  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  Charlestown  on  that  pike)  at  the  same  time  it  is 
sent  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

No.  42.  )  In  the  Field.,  August  21,  1864. 

1.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  is  gratified  at  the  good  behavior 
of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  particularly  that  of  Lieutenent  Stickle, 
in  command  of  a  detachment,  in  the  engagements  of  this  morning  and 
on  the  17th,  at  Winchester;  it  bespeaks  an  honorable  career  for  the 
regiment. 

#-***#** 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBEBT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlestown  Signal  Station, 

August  21,  1864. 

General  Stevenson  : 

There  are  indications  of  a  fight  here.  I  have  sent  all  wagons  inside 
of  Bolivar  Heights.  There  is  one  brigade  infantry  with  them.  You 
must  hold  the  line  of  Bolivar  Heights.  Use  dismounted  cavalry  if 
necessary. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  the  Field,  August  21,  1864. 

General  Stevenson: 

Send  out  scouts  immediately  to  Snicker’s  Gap  and  report,  all  as  soon 
as  possible. 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Har^per’^s  Ferry,  Ya.,  August  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 

General  :  I  have  sent  scouts  to-day  in  Loudoun  as  far  as  Aldie,  and 
another  down  Blue  Eidge  as  far  as  Snicker’s  Gap ;  shall  report  as  soon 
as  they  return.  All  trains  are  parked  under  guns  of  Camp  Hill.  I 
hold  Bolivar  Heights  with  strong  infantry  line  as  far  as  Horseshoe, 
and  then  on  second  ridge  as  far  as  Shenandoah  Eiver.  Have  in  posi¬ 
tion  on  my  line  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  Think  I  can  hold  the  line 
easily  against  -attacking  force  of  10,000  men.  You  can  rely  upon  a 
desperate  effort  to  hold  everything  safe;  at  least,  give  yourself  no 
uneasiness  that  anything  will  be  yielded  to  the  enemy  as  long  as  the 
men  last.  I  send  you  copy  of  dispatch  just  received  from  Averell.*  Its 
contents  I  need  not  repeat.  Signal  stations  are  established  on  Mary¬ 
land  Heights,  Camp  Hill,  and  connected  line  of  couriers  with  Averell. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

In  the  Field,  August  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  All  the  information  received  is  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy 
have  concentrated  their  forces  in  and  around  Bunker  Hill  and  Winches¬ 
ter.  We  are  picketing  the  Opequon  Creek.  The  enemy  have  just  made 
an  attack  on  the  regiment  at  Middleway ;  does  not  amount  to  anything. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  21,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  ;  I  desire  very  much  to  be  able  to  communicate  to  the  War 
Department  the  precise  condition  of  our  right,  which  you  hold,  I  believe. 
Your  scouts  passing  here  en  route  to  General  Sheridan  say  that  you 
have  gone  to  Hagerstown,  and  that  the  enemy  are  moving  toward  Shep- 
herdstown  from  Martinsburg,  where  they  are  in  force.  This  informa¬ 
tion,  if  true,  is  very  important.  I  have  telegraphed  it  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  hope  to  hear  more  definitely  from  you.  Your  dispatch  from 
Shepherdstown  at  2  a.  m.  yesterday  I  sent  forward.  Please  reply  by 
return  courier.  Scout  from  Leesburg  yesterday  could  hear  of  no  enemy. 
They  encountered  a  small  band  of  Mosby’s  guerrillas,  put  them  to  flight, 
captured  four,  and  comijelled  Mosby  himself  to  abandon  his  horse  and 
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take  to  tlie  mountains.  No  changes  iu  General  ISlieridaii’s  lines.  Gen¬ 
eral  Stevenson,  since  your  withdrawal  from  Shepherdstown^  has  sent 
pickets  off  in  that  direction. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  GHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Viroinia, 

Fair  Flay^  Md.^  Angtist  21^  1864. 

Major  Witcher, 

Third  Virginia  Cavalry: 

Major  :  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  send  an  officer 
and  twenty  men  to  cross  the  river  at  Cherry  Eun,  proceed  from  there 
to  Bath,  and  thence  to  Bloomery  Gap.  He  will  return  via  Hancock  and 
report  immediately  to  these  headquarters  in  writing.  Instruct  him  to 
get  all  the  information  possible  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  He 
will  make  the  trip  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Eespectfnlly, 

WILL  EUMSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hancock,  August  21^  1864. 

Major-General  Kelley: 

Courier  just  returned  from  down  the  river  reports  all  quiet  on  the 
Potomac.  No  rebels  crossed  into  Maryland  yetj  reports  400  rebels  in 
Martinsburg;  small  bands  scouting  the  country  between  Martinsburg 
and  the  river.  The  above  is  direct  from  signal  officer  at  Fairview.  I 
will  hear  from  him  to-day  again.  A  citizen  just  in  from  Hedgesville 
reports  no  rebels  west  of  Martinsburg. 

E.  J.  C.  HULL. 


Captain  Petrie, 

Hancock  : 


Cumberland,  August  21,  1864. 


You  will  direct  the  detachment  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ohio  to  return 
and  guard  Back  Creek  bridge.  They  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning. 
They  can  carry  their  rations,  &c.,  down  on  hand-car. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Cumberland,  August  21,  1864. 

Capt.  C.  J.  Harrison  : 

(Through  Captain  Peirpoint,  commanding  post.) 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  place  your  company  in 
readiness  to  proceed  to  South  Brandy  and  re-enforce  the  garrison  at 
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that  point.  Make  your  arrangements  to  take  the  cars  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  instant,  provided  with  rations,  and  report  in  person  to  these 
headquarters  before  starting  for  instructions  in  detail. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  FEEEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


New  Creek,  August  21.^  1864.  • 

Major-General  Kelley: 

The  scout  was  ordered;  had  but  fifty  men  to  send,  leaving  only 
thirty-nine  for  duty  at  Clarksburg. 

N.  WILKINSON, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters, 

Charleston.,  W.  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hires, 

Camp  Piatt  : 

You  will  have  the  three  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth 
Ohio  Guard  ready  at  6  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  to  take  the  boat  that 
unloads  at  Camp  Piatt  and  bring  them  to  the  headquarters  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  preparatory  to  go  to  Ohio.  You  will  turn  over  the  command  of 
the  post  and  all  public  property  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty- seventh  Ohio  at  your  place.  You  will  be  careful  and 
see  that  no  damage  is  done  to  public  or  private  property  by  your  com¬ 
mand  on  leaving. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Wallace: 

General:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  Sixth  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteer  Infantry  left  this  city  en  route  for  Fort  Delaware 
at  7.15  p.  m.  this  day  by  Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad.  The 
chief  of  staff  of  the  army  directs  this  notification,  that  there  may  be  no 
straggling  of  the  regiment  in  Baltimore. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  21, 1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wallace: 

The  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  Regioient  Ohio  National  Guard 
left  Point  Lookout  this  morning  for  Baltimore  on  the  supposition  that 
their  term  of  service  had  expired;  it  now  appears  that  there  is  some 
doubt  about  it.  Will  you  please  detain  the  regiment  in  Baltimore  until 
the  question  is  settled  at  the  War  Departmeut,  which  will  be  done  early 
to-morrow. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 
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GreencastlEj  August  21  ^  1864. 

Maj.  John  S.  Schultze, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Tlie  signal  officer  on  North  Mountain  reports  that  he  hears  quite  a 
rapid  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Martin  sburg.  Probably  an 
engagement  is  pro  gressing  in  the  Valley, 

A.  M.  THAYER, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


Halltown,  Va.,  August  22^  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant  : 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  crossed  Opequon  Creek  at  different 
points  in  the  vicinity  ot  Smitlffield  or  Middle  way  and  advanced  on  my 
position  at  Welch’s  Spring,  about  two  miles  west  of  Charlestown. 
Skirmishing  took  place  during  the  day  in  front  of  both  General  Crook’s 
command  and  the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  The  skirmishing  was  at  one 
time  rather  sharp  in  front  of  the  latter  command,  as  the  line  was  pressed 
forward  and  drove  the  enemy  from  a  crest  in  our  front  which  they  occu¬ 
pied  early  in  the  day.  The  cavalry  skirmished  some  with  the  enemy  at 
Berry ville  and  Summit  Point;  this,  however,  did  not  amount  to  much. 
As  my  position  at  best  in  front  of  Charlestown  was  a  bad  one,  and 
much  being  dependent  on  this  army,  I  withdrew  my  command  without 
loss  or  opposition  last  night  and  took  up  a  new  line  in  front  of  Hall- 
town.  This  morning  the  enemy  followed  my  rear  guard  and  we  have 
been  skirmishing  with  them  during  the  day.  My  loss  yesterday  was 
about  275.  None  of  the  enemy  have  crossed  the  river.  V arious  reports 
have  come  to  me  in  reference  to  a  column  of  the  enemy  being  at  Cul¬ 
peper  and  Warren  ton,  but  I  place  no  reliance  on  the  reports.  We  have 
disposed  of  quite  a  number  of  Mosby’s  men. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


[August  22,  1864. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  p.  19.] 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  22.,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  front,  where  I  traversed  the  entire 
line.  The  left  of  the  infantry  rests  to  the  left  of  Charlestown  pike  and  - 
over  a  mile  beyond  Halltown.  The  right  is  almost  directly  west  of 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  about  two  miles  from  Bolivar  Heights.  The  line 
runs  along  a  commanding  ridge  which  overlooks  a  broad  valley  beyond, 
and  is  a  position  of  great  natural  strength.  The  intervals  to  the  left 
and  right,  connecting  the  rivers,  say  a  mile  each,  are  not  so  strong,  but 
the  enemy  could  hardly  succeed  in  a  flank  movement.  The  enemy 
seems  to  be  along  the  Charlestown  pike,  but  iii  what  force  not  known. 
His  infantry  drove  our  cavalry  this  morning  after  the  retrograde  move¬ 
ment  began.  Merritt  has  been  sent  up  the  Potomac  toward  Shepherds- 
town  to  look  after  the  enemy.  Scouts  report  no  enemy  yesterday  j 
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sundown  at  Snicker’s  Gap  or  east  of  there.  Party  that  went  to  Aldie 
not  returned.  Keceived  report  from  Averell  last  night  at  midnight. 
His  headquarters  are  at  Fair  Play.  He  covers  the  crossing  from 
Antietam  Ford  to  Williamsport  and  beyond  to  Cherry  Run.  He  scouts 
the  country  around  Martinsburg,  Hedgesville,  and  Shepherdstown,  and 
also  in  Back  Greek  Valley.  Says  Fitz  Lee  and  Breckinridge  came  to 
Martinsburg  on  the  19th,  but  returned  again  toward  Winchester  or 
Pughtown.  He  has  rumors  now  that  they  are  going  west.  All  quiet 
in  front.  Intrenchments  are  being  thrown  up  along  the  ridge  men¬ 
tioned. 

1^.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Harper’s  FJ&rry,  Augtist  22^  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

*  (Received  8.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Lieutenant  Atwell,  with  twenty  Loudoun  (Virginia)  Rangers,  just  re¬ 
turned  from  scout  toward  Aldie.  Grossed  at  Point  of  Rocks  yesterday 
morning  early ;  went  in  direction  of  Leesburg,  where  they  encountered 
detachment  of  White’s  men ;  routed  them,  with  loss  of  three  mortally 
wounded;  thence  proceeded  to  Dry  Hollow  and  Grove  Meeting-House, 
where  they  found  five  of  Mosby’s  men,  who  had  just  murdered  a 
sick  paroled  Federal  soldier ;  thence  returned  by  Avay  of  Goose  Greek 
Church,  Harmony,  and  Waterford.  White,  with  100  men,  being  at 
Aldie,  they  did  not  go  there,  as  instructed,  l^^o  enemy  heard  of  north 
of  Rectortown.  Longstreet’s  command  reported  at  Sparrowsville 
[Sperryviile]  Gap  and  Front  Royal.  All  quiet  in  front.  Has  rained 
most  of  afternoon.  General  Torbert  is  at  Shepherdstown.  Enemy 
thought  to  be  in  force  on  Sheridan’s  left. 


K.  P.  CHIPMAN^, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp^ 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

^  Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

No.  207.  )  August  22,  1864, 

*  *  #  *  ^?  *  * 

8.  The  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  having, 
pursuant  to  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the  army,  reported  at 
these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to  De  Russy’s  division,  and  Avill 
be  reported  for  duty,  without  delay,  accordingly.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

******* 

10.  The  One  hundred  and  third  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
having  reported  to  these  headquarters,  are  hereby  assigned  to  De 
Russy’s  division,  and  will  be  reported  for  duty,  without  delay,  accord¬ 
ingly.  The  quartermaster’s  department  Avill  furnish  the  necessary  trans¬ 
portation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur: 

G.'  H.  RAYMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Hardin’s  Division, 
Twenty-second  Army  Corps,  Dept,  oe  Washington, 

Washington^  B.  C.,  August  22^  1864. 

Col.  J.  H.  Kitching, 

First  Brigade: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  Forty -first  Kew  York  Vol¬ 
unteers  will  be  ordered  to  Fort  Sumner,  and  that  they  will  be  at  once 
imt  nimn  instruction  in  artillery — the  company  of  Mnth  New  York 
Artillery  now  at  that  fort  will  instruct  them,  under  your  orders  j  that 
Knap’s  battalion  be  at  once  ordered  to  complete  the  cutting  of  brush 
on  the  left  and  front  of  Fort  Sumner,  or  wherever  it  is  needed  in  that 
vicinity,  and  that  the  pickets  detailed  from  this  battalion  be  withdrawn 
for  this  purpose.  The  commanding  officer  of  Forty-first  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers  will  command  the  i)ost. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  CHANDLER, 
Assistant  Adpitant-  General. 


Point  of  Rocks,  Md.,  August  22^  1864. 

(Received  5.20  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Just  arrived  opposite  this  point  all  right  without  the  loss  of  a  man, 
not  even  a  straggler.  Crossed  into  Loudoun  Valley  at  Aldie.  Part  of 
my  command  charged  and  drove  portion  of  Mosby’s  men  through  Mid- 
dleburg  and  well  toward  Upper ville.  Went  to  Philomont  and  Snicker’s 
Gap,  thence  down  the  valley.  Brought  in  about  fifty  prisoners,  num¬ 
ber  of  horses,  &c.  ;Met  no  force  of  the  enemy.  Dispatches  received 
after  one  day  out.  Horses  of  my  command  much  in  need  of  shoeing. 
Move  to  Muddy  Branch  to-morrow. 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Major^  (fic. 


Alexandria,  August  22^  1864. 

(Received  8.20  p.  m.) 


Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  The  patrols  report  all  quiet  to-day.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  this  side  of  Burke’s  Station  last 
night.  The  damage  done  was  slight. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Churchy  Fa.,  August  22.^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report.  Colonel  Ganse- 
voort  started  out  about  noon  with  his  regiment.  Should  he  obtain  any 
additional  information  he  is  instructed  to  communicate  by  sending  in  a 
small  party,  if  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown,  Va.^  August  22^  1864 — 8,45  p.  m, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wrioht, 

Commanding  Sixth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yonr  com¬ 
mand  be  under  arms  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  He  desires  me 
to  say  that  jirisoners  captured  this  afternoon  report  that  the  entire 
force  of  the  eneniy  in  the  Valley  was  in  our  front  yesterday  and  fol¬ 
lowed  us  up  to-day,  two  divisions  being  on  this  side  of  Charlestown 
and  the  rest  on  the  other  side  this  afternoon.  One  prisoner  says  they 
will  fall  back  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 

(Same  to  Major-Generals  Emory  and  Crook.) 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

August  22,  1864. 

The  troops  will  be  turned  out  at  daylight  to-morrow,  and  kept  under 
arms  for  one  hour. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


August  22,  1864 — 0  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General:  General  Torbert  directs  that  you  send  two  regiments 
to-morrow  a.  m.  at  daylight  out  on  the  Smithlield  pike  as  far  as  Kear- 
neysville,  if  possible,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  From  in¬ 
formation  received  there  were  150  cavalry  there  to-day  destroying  the 
telegraph.  They  also  reported  that  Early  was  going  back  to  Winches¬ 
ter.  Have  the  regiments  sent  out  obtain  all  the  information  they  can 
and  report  to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  possible.  They  must  be 
particularly  cautious  regarding  the  roads  coming  in  on  their  left. 

Very  respectfully. 


WM.  RUSSELL,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  J.  EngeVs,  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

August  22,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff : 


General  Torbert  has  just  sent  an  order  from  Shepherdstown,  direct¬ 
ing  me  in  case  I  am  attacked  to  cross  the  Potomac  at  Antietam  Ford, 
provided  it  is  practicable.  I  have  sent  scouting  parties  to  the  front  but 
have  no  reports  yet.  Please  let  me  know  if  I  shall  obey  these  orders, 
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when  I  may  deem  it  prudent,  or  wait  for  final  instructions  from  you. 
Torbert  also  reported  a  force  following  Cesnola  toward  Shepherds- 
town.  Tve  sent  to  see  about  it,  and  if  I  find  it  cavalry  I  am  directed 
to  attack  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  11.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

EngeVs  Place^  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad^ 

August  22j  1864 — 3.40  p.  m. 

[Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff:] 

Colonel:  I  send  herewith  dispatch  just  received  from  Oeneral  Tor¬ 
bert  for  you.  Scouts  say  the  force  which  followed  Cesnola  was  about 
fifty  cavalry ;  also  that  the  enemy  have  no  force  yet  in  neighborhood 
of  Duffield^s,  his  line  of  infantry  not  extending  over  a  mile  north  of  the 
Charlestown  pike,  and  cavalry  beginning  there,  but  not  in  any  consid¬ 
erable  force.  The  only  movements  observed  were  rather  toward  your 
left  flank  than  in  this  direction.  I  will  continue  my  observations.  I 
have  two  pickets  of  half  a  regiment  each  on  the  Halltown  and  Shep- 
herdstown  road  at  cross-roads,  on  right  and  left  of  railroad ;  patrol  to 
Duffield’s  and  to  a  point  toward  Shepherdstown  where  Merritt  has  a 
brigade. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown,  Va.,  August  22,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Coinmanding  Third  Cavalry  Hivisioyi :  ^ 

General  :  The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  the  instructions  of 
General  Torbert  are  all  right.  Please  notify  General  Torbert  that  Col¬ 
onel  Lowell  reports  a  column  of  rebel  infantry  moving  from  our  left 
toward  Shepherdstown  on  the  Shepherdstown  road. 

Kespectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
EngeVs,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  August  22, 1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain  Reno, 

Chief  of  staff: 

I  am  directed  by  General  Sheridan  to  inform  General  Torbert  that 
Colonel  Lowell  reports  a  column  of  rebel  infantry  moving  from  our 
left  toward  Shepherdstown  on  the  Shepherdstown  road.’^  I  have  two 
strong  picket  forces  on  the  Halltown  and  Shepherdstown  road — one 
where  the  Zion  Church  road  crosses,  the  other  where  the  Duffield^s 
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road ;  they  connect  with  each  other  and  Merritt.  hTo  further  reports 
from  scouts.  Am  getting  two  days’  forage  and  two  days’  rations. 
Page  is  sending  supplies  to  you  on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  22^  1864 — 2,20  p,  m. 

Brigadier- General  McIntosh, 

First  Brigade  : 

General  Torbert  has  just  sent  word  from  Shepherdstown  that  a  large 
force  had  followed  Oesnola  on  the  Charlestown  and  Shepherdstown  road, 
and  wishes  its  character  determined.  Please  send  out  two  or  three 
scouting  parties  toward  Duffield’s  and  beyond,  with  instructions  to  as¬ 
certain  if  any  troops  are  moving  toward  Shepherdstown. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

J.  EngeVs  Place^  August  22^  1864 — 2,25  p,  m, 
Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  :  Send  patrol  party  toward  and  to  Antietam  Ford,  ascer¬ 
tain  its  character,  if  our  artillery  and  wagons  can  cross  there,  and  the 
best  road  to  it.  Keep  a  close  watch  on  all  your  front  and  right  flank. 
Keport  frequently  to  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  22^  1864 — 8  p,  m, 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  com¬ 
mand  saddled  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  ready  for  any  emergency,  and  that 
you  will  please  notify  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  22j  1864 — 10,30  a,  m, 

Brigadier-General  Chapman, 

Commanding  JSeeond  Brigade: 

I  have  just  sent  a  stafl*  officer  to  you  with  an  order  to  send  out  three 
small  scouting  jiarties.  This  meaus  of  communication  was  taken  to 
prevent  delay.  Instead  of  coinjilying  with  the  order  you  profess  to 
misunderstand  it,  and  ask  for  definite  instructions.  Such  a  course  is 
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not  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  service  or  to  smooth  matters 
in  your  command.  You  will,  therefore,  proceed  at  once  to  execute  this 
order,  ten  to  fifteen  men  in  each  party,  directed  to  observe  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  now  advancing  on  the  Charlestown  pike.  Ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  time  when  received,  and  when  parties 
are  started.  You  will  also  keep  out  a  light  line  of  mounted  vedettes 
and  be  ready  to  move  your  whole  force  dismounted  into  action. 

J.  H.  WILSOIn, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  First  Cavalry  Division, 

>  Army  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  32.  )  Near  Halltoivnj  TV.  Vu.,  August  22^  1864. 

I.  Maj.  Timothy  Quinn,  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  having 
reported  for  duty,  is  hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
he  being  the  senior  officer  on  duty  with  the  brigade. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Duffie : 

E.  W.  CLABK,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  22^  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  Harper^ s  Ferry : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as 
General  Duffie  reports  to  you,  he  will  be  ordered  by  you  to  carry  out 
the  verbal  instructions  given  you  by  General  Sheridan  this  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


No.  27  Barclay  Street,  New  York, 

August  22.)  1864. 

Captain  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General)  Department  of  West  Yirginia  : 

Captain:  Your  communication  of  the  19th  instant,  stating  that  you 
have  been  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  me  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Order  No.  66,  current  series,  assigning  General  Stevenson  to  the 
command  of  the  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  did  not  relieve  me 
from  duty  in  the  district,  and  that  it  was  expected  that  I  would  be 
assigned  to  a  command  by  General  Stevenson,  has  been  received  (on 
the  20th  instant,  between  11  and  12  o’clock)  too  late  to  reply  to  it  before 
my  departure.  I  liave  tried  in  vain  to  find  some  cause  for  the  act  of 
the  general  commanding  to  relieve  me  of  the  command  which  I  have 
held  for  the  last  five  months,  and  since  which  time  I  have  made  myself 
jierfectly  conversant  with  all  the  peculiarities  of  its  defenses.  I  am  not 
aware  of  having  committed  any  military  fault,  or  neglected  my  duty  in 
any  way  whatever,  which  could  have  caused  the  discontent  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  commanding,  and  therefore  feel  the  more  hurt  and  humiliated  by 
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it.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  general  commanding  will  do  me  justice. 
The  general  commanding,  in  granting  me  leave  of  absence  for  twenty 
days,  ordered  me  to  report  at  its  expiration  to  General  Stevenson,  but 
I  think  the  general  commanding  has  not  been  or  is  not  aware  of  my 
seniority  over  General  Stevenson  (my  i)romotion  dates  from  April  28, 
1862);  but  should,  however,”  such  be  the  case,  I  would  most  respect¬ 
fully  l3eg  leave  to  remark  that  as  an  old  regular  officer,  who  served  the 
United  States  faithfully  since  April,  1861,  and  who  received  his  promo¬ 
tion  through  the  recommendation  of  his  commanding  officer,  I  would 
never  waive  my  rank  to  any  officer  in  the  army  being  my  junior. 

I  hope  that  the  general  commanding  will  excuse  the  foregoing 
remarks,  and  will  fully  understand  my  feelings  at  being  relieved  at  the 
present  time  from  a  position  of  trust.  Every  military,  as  well  as  civil, 
person  would  consider  such  relief  as  a  mark  of  displeasure. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX  WEBER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  22.,  1864. 

Captain  Botsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Harper’’ s  Ferry : 

Heavy  rain  in  the  mountains;  river  rising.  There  will  undoubtedly 
be  quite  a  rise  in  the  river  below.  Please  communicate  this  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  general.  The  men  in  charge  of  the  pontoon  bridge  should 
be  advised  and  directed  to  be  on  the  alert. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


New  Creek,  August  22, 1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Kelley  : 

I  left  east  of  Greenland  last  evening.  Information  direct  from  Moore- 
field.  There  were  300  rebel  cavalry  there  yesterday  fixing  for  a  move. 
Could  not  find  out  in  what  direction. 

A.  HIXKLE. 


New  Creek,  August  22,  1864. 
(Received  Cumberland  4  p.  m.) 

General  Kelley  : 

My  scouts  in  from  Burlington,  via  Ridgeville,  say  the  citizens  report 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  at  Moorefield  and  Petersburg. 

R.  STEVENSON, 

Colonel. 


Colonel  Stevenson, 

Neie  Creeh: 


Cumberland,  August  22,  1864. 


Direct  Major  Simpson  to  send  a  scout  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  100 
strong,  and  a  squad  of  cavalry  of  twenty  men  to  Greenland  Gap  with 
five  days’  rations,  to  learn,  if  i)ossible,  the  movements  of  McNeill. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


888 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap,  LV. 


Captain  Faris, 

Oalcland : 


Cumberland,  Anymt  22^  1864. 


It  is  reported  McNTeill  is  preparing  for  a  raid  into  the  Glades.  Be  on 
the  alert.  Give  Godwin  notice  to  be  active  and  not  suffer  himself  to  be 
caught  off*  his  guard. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Cumberland,  August  22^  1864. 

Captain  Petrie, 

Rancoelc : 

What  information  did  yon  get  from  AverelPs  scouts?  Where  have 
they  been?  Did  they  come  through  Martinsbnrg?  What  did  they 
learn  of  the  rebels? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

'  Brevet  Major- General. 


Hancock,  August  22, 1864. 

General  Kelley: 

General  AverelPs  scouts  came  from  Martinsbnrg  to  Bath;  found 
country  all  clear;  they  say  no  rebels  heard  of  near.  General  Averell 
is  in  Martinsbnrg.  I  think  the  road  all  safe  and  sound  in  this  quarter. 
They  say  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  direction  of  Point  of  Bocks  yester¬ 
day.  Shall  we  move  up  to  Back  Creek  or  Korth  Mountain?  Answer 
immediately. 

P.  B.  PETBIE, 

Captain. 


Captain  Petrie, 

Haneoclc : 


Cumberland,  August  22.,  1864. 


I  think  you  had  better  not  run  down  to  Korth  Mountain  yet.  You 
might  send  a  small  squad  on  hand-car,  if  you  think  best,  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  General  Averell  if  he  is  in  Martinsbnrg. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

August  22,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Major-General  Couch: 

Latest  reports  of  scouts  place  the  main  forces  of  the  enemy  at  Win¬ 
chester  and  Bunker  Hill.  They  advanced  a  skirmish  line  yesterday, 
and  attacked  our  cavalry  pickets  at  Smithfield,  but  obtained  no  success 
that  we  can  hear  of.  All  quiet  at  last  accounts  at  Martiusburg.  Heavy 
firing  this  morning. 

WM.  W.  AVEBELL, 

Brigadier- General. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Ko.  48.  )  Harrishurgj  Pa.j  August  22^  1864. 

Fort  Mifflin,  near  Philadelphia,  is  hereby  announced  as  the  military 
prison  for  this  department,  and  will  be  directly  under  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  general  of  the  same. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Couch : 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[AUGrUST  23,  1864. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  p.  20.] 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  23,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  24th.) 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding : 

Some  of  my  scouts  report  Pickett’s  and  Field’s  divisions  here,  and  that 
they  will  go  through  Snicker’s  Gap.  I  do  not  believe  they  are  here, 
but  the  rebels  have  been  very  bold.  I  have  not  been  able  to  capture 
any  other  than  of  Ramseur’s  and  Rodes’  divisions.  Keep  your  scouts 
well  out  toward  Snicker’s  Gap  and  let  me  know  quickly  of  any  move¬ 
ment.  If  there  is  anything  in  this  report,  it  is  that  Pickett’s  and 
Field’s  divisions  were  at  Culpeper,  as  reported  by  Lazelle.  There 
will  be  a  rise  of  the  river,  caused  by  heavy  rains  in  the  mountains,  so 
Kelley  reports.  Everything  is  all  right  here;  a  little  skirmishing; 
nobody  hurt.  On  the  21st  the  pickets  of  the  Sixth  Corps  pitched  into 
the  pickets  of  the  rebs  about  the  possession  of  the  crest  of  a  hill  and 
drove  them  off  it,  but  there  has  been  no  lighting.  The  cavalry  also 
skirmished  at  Summit  Point  and  Berry  ville,  but  with  little  loss.  I  have 
everything  well  in  hand,  but  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  acting  otherwise 
than  on  the  defensive.  Have  you  heard  from  the  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry? 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Hardin’s  Division, 
Twenty-second  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  Washington, 

Washmgton,  D.  C.,  August  23,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas, 

Commandmg  Second  Brigade: 

I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you  that  you 
will  notify  Major  Goebel  to  the  following  effect:  The  six  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  the  four  companies 
of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  now  in  this  command, 
are  consolidated  for  certain  purposes,  and  the  senior  officer  of  the  two 
detachments  is  to  commandthe  combination.  All  duties,  such  as  drills, 
police,  and  punishments,  are  to  be  regulated  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  combination.  All  reports  are  to  be  made  out  separately  for  the 
parts  of  regiments  and  consolidated  at  the  headquarters  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  combination  before  being  sent  to  brigade  head¬ 
quarters.  The  senior  officer  on  duty  with  each  detachment  of  these  regi- 
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ments  will  be  responsible  for  the  regimental  property  and  will  make 
the  required  returns  of  liis  detachment  to  the  regimental  headquarters 
and  the  Adjutant- General.  The  foregoing  instructions  will  be  followed 
until  further  orders. 

Yery  respectfully, 

R.  CHANDLEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalra"  Brigade, 

Near  Falls  Church.,  Ya.,  August  23.,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  citizen  named  J.  J.  Perk 
presented  himself  at  the  picket-lines  this  evening.  He  left  Culpeper 
Court-House  last  Friday,  and  reports  there  are  no  troops  there  at  pres¬ 
ent,  except  a  small  conscripting  party  and  small  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen 
daily  passing  through  toward  the  Yalley ;  that,  as  he  estimates,  20,000 
infantry  and  5,000  cavalry  left  Culpeper  last  Friday  a  week,  he  thinks, 
on  the  Sperryville  road  toward  Thornton’s  Gap,  but  does  not  know,  but 
they  went  via  Warren  ton  to  Chester  Gap.  Fitzhugh  Lee  has  the  cav¬ 
alry  ;  the  infantry  are  a  part  of  Longstreet’s  corps.  He  does  not  know 
whether  or  not  there  are  troops  at  Warrenton.  An  examination  of  his 
method  of  estimating  the  strength  of  the  force  above  referred  to  places 
it  at  about  10,000  infantry  and  3,000  cavalry.  Cars  run  to  Culpeper 
daily  bringing  supplies.  Mr.  Perk,  who  claims  to  be  with  family  accom¬ 
panying  refugees,  has  been  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells.  Nothing 
has  been  heard  from  the  force  under  Colonel  Gansevoort. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

August  23,  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Crook, 

Commanding  Army,  Martinshurg : 

My  dear  Crook  :  Lowell  found  infantry  and  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  on 
the  left,  and  McIntosh  found  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  on  the  right, 
at  Flowing  Spring.  I  questioned  another  of  the  scouts,  who  confirms 
the  story  of  Pickett  and  Field  being  here.  These  were  the  men  I  men¬ 
tioned  as  being  back  near  Winchester.  One  of  Cole’s  cavalry,  who  lay 
in  a  hog-pen  at  Charlestown,  says  the  camps  are  very  large,  and  that 
trains  came  to  the  front  yesterday  evening  and  returned  during  the 
night.  Have  your  cavalry  on  the  alert  in  the  morning. 

Eespectfully, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN. 


August  23,  1804 — 5.25  a.  m. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral : 

Captain:  I  return,  as  directed,  the  dispatch  of  General  Wilson  to 
Captain  Eeno.  My  picket,  although  very  extended,  is  connecting  with 
Generals  Wilson  and  Custer.  No  movement  has  been  discovered  on 
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the  enemy’s  line.  I  sent  out  a  strong  reconnoitering  party  beyond 
Duffield’s  Station  to  watch  their  movements.  Having  no  map,  I  cannot 
say  whether  the  Halltown  road  is  picketed  or  not  by  me ;  but  what  I 
can  say  is,  that  all  the  roads  on  my  front  are  picketed,  and  there  is  no 
fear  of  surprise  to  be  entertained  in  my  direction.  All  is  quiet  here. 
As  soon  as  the  reconnoitering  party  returns  I  will  communicate  any 
further  information. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

HI  CESKOLA, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


August  23,  1864 — 12.05  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  Division : 

I  have  inspected  the  whole  line  of  my  pickets  which  extends  nearly 
six  miles,  but  I  could  not  see  a  single  rebel  in  front  of  the  line  even 
with  a  good  field-glass,  so  my  supposition  is  that  if  there  was  any 
force  in  front  of  me  it  has  left  for  some  other  point.  The  line  as  it  is 
requires  400  men  to  make  it  efficient,  and  it  would  require  two  regi¬ 
ments  to  picket  it,  which  I  cannot  very  well  do ;  but  if  General  Cus¬ 
ter’s  pickets  would  extend  more  toward  the  Charlestown  road  it  would 
be  very  convenient  to  me.  I  was  on  the  spot  when  the  pickets  of  Cus¬ 
ter  began  to  drive  those  of  the  enemy  on  the  Winchester  pike,  and 
remained  there  until  all  was  quiet.  My  command  has  received  three 
days’  rations  and  two  days’  forage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

HI  CESNOLA, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown.,  Va.,  August  23.,  1864: — 1.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  tjiat  you  order 
one  brigade  of  your  division  to  make  a  reconnaissance  toward  Charles¬ 
town.  The  general  does  not  desire  that  the  force  sent  out  should 
become  engaged;  he  simply  desires  information  of  the  whereabouts  of 
the  enemy  and  his  movements.  This  should  have  been  sent  through 
General  Torbert,  but  his  headquarters  are  so  far  off  that  the  party 
could  not  be  sent  out  to-day.  Please  notify  General  Torbert  that  you 
are  sending  out  the  party  above  named. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Harper’’ s  Farm,  August  23,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel:  General  McIntosh  has  returned,  having  gone  by  Zoar 
Church  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  mill  at  Flowing  Spring,  head 
of  Halltown,  where  he  found  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  indications  of  a 
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strong  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  mills,  reported  by  the  people 
to  be  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery.  Cavalry  was  observed  moving 
to  the  right  rapidly  after  he  struck  the  enemy’s  pickets.  Nothing 
was  seen  beyond  Zoar  Church,  though  it  was  reported  that  Gilmor  with 
about  fifty  men  had  moved  toward  Kearneysville.  General  McIntosh 
thinks  he  ought  to  have  pushed  a  little  farther,  but  at  the  cost  of  a 
fight.  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  General  Torbert  saying  he  had 
been  to  Kearneysville,  but  found  no  enemy.  All  quiet  in  the  direction 
of  Shepherdstown.  Please  let  me  know  if  this  operation  shall  be 
repeated  to-morrow. 

J.  II.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Engle'^s^  August  23^  1864. 

Capt.  M.  A.  Reno, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cavalry  Forces : 

I  have  just  ordered  McIntosh,  with  three  regiments,  to  make  a  recon¬ 
naissance  of  the  enemy  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts,  &c.  Zoar  Church 
and  the  head  of  Halltown  run,  and  the  country  toward  Charlestown, 
are  the  regions  in  which  he  is  to  operate.  This  reconnaissance  is  made 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  General  Sheridan,  who  directs  me  to 
inform  you  of  it.  I  will  inform  you  of  results. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigadier- General.  . 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  23j  1864 — 2.25  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general 
commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  you  will,  without  delay,  make  a 
reconnaissance  toward  Charlestown,  using  for  that  purpose  about  three 
of  your  regiments,  leaving  the  balance  of  your  brigade  and  the  battery 
behind.  The  general  does  not  desire  the  force  sent  out  to  become 
engaged;  he  simply  wishes  information  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
enemy  and  his  movements. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  23,  1864. 

General  Stevenson  : 

I  want  the  brigade  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  at  Bolivar  Heights 
moved  to  a  point  to  the  left  and  rear  of  my  line, where  there  is  a  battery 
of  General  Crook’s  now  in  position.  Send  a  battery  with  this  brigade 
so  that  General  Crook’s  battery  can  be  relieved  and  sent  to  him. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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FTo.  7.  ]  Harper^s  Ferry^  Va.^  August  23^  186-1. 

# 

10.  The  brigade  of  the  Miieteenth  Array  Corps  at  Bolivar  Heights  will 
break  carap  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  at  once  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  left  and  rear  of  General  Sheridan’s  line.  A  battery  will 
report  to  the  commanding  officer  and  accompany  the  brigade.  A  staff, 
officer  will  move  the  command  and  place  it  in  position. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Stevenson: 

H.  M.  BUELEIGH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Point  of  Books,  Md.,  August  23^  1861 — 7  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  ; 

All  quiet. 

A.  N.  DUFFIlS, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Fair  Play.,  August  23,  1861. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

From  a  deserter  who  left  Winchester  last  Saturday  I  gathered  the 
following :  His  division  (Kershaw’s,  Longstreet’s  old  corps)  left  Eich- 
mond  on  the  7th,  came  by  railroad  to  Charlottesville.  He  says  it  was 
reported  that  Field’s  division  (same  corps)  left  Eichmond  soon  after, 
and  was  coming  down  east  of  the  Blue  Eidge.  The  following  is  the 
organization  and  strength  of  Kershaw’s  division  as  he  gives  it : 


Finst  Brigade  (Humphreys’),  four  regiments,  average,  200  .  800 

Second  Brigade  (Bryan’s),  four  regiments,  average,  200  .  800 

Third  Brigade  (Wofford’s),  five  regiments  and  battalion .  1,  200 

Fourth  Brigade  (Heuagan’s),  three  regiments,  average,  200=  600;  two  bat¬ 
talions,  300  =  600 ;  8th  South  Carolina,  800 .  2, 000 

Total  division . .  4, 800 

From  previous  information  I  estimate  Early  had  before  his  late  re-enforce¬ 
ment  of  infantry .  18,  000 

Fitzhugh  Lee'’s  cavalry,  3,000 ;  cavalry,  5,000  .  8, 000 


Total  Early’s  present  strength .  30,  800 


An  officer  sent  to  Bloomer y  Gap  reports  no  enemy  west  of  Korth 
Mountain,  with  the  exception  of  some  300  cavalry  at  Springfield,  which 
I  presume  to  be  McKeill. 

In  addition  to  the  above  force.  Early  has  about  forty-two  pieces  of 
artillery.  I  have  some  scouts  in  rear  of  Early  that  I  expect  in  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVEEELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


[August  23,  1864. — For  Forsyth  to  Averell,  directing  latter  to  report 
to  Torbert,  see  p.  503.] 


894  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PAf  [Chap.  LV. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Ghamhershurg^  Pa.,  August  23^  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Coimnanding  Cavalry  Divisiou,  d^c.  : 

General  :  I  have  at  this  place  one  coinx)any  of  cavalry,  two  com¬ 
panies  infantry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery;  four  additional  pieces  will 
be  down  to-day.  At  Greencastle  and  Mercersburg,  each,  one  company 
of  mounted  men;  two  companies  of  infantry  in  the  gaps  between  Mer¬ 
cersburg,  Loudon,  and  McConnellsburg,  and  one  in  the  gap  between 
here  and  Gettysburg.  Should  the  enemy  advance  into  this  valley  these 
gaps  will  be  closed,  and,  I  trust,  held. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  K.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


Near  Martinsburu,  August  23, 1864. 

(Eeceived  3.50  p.  m.) 

General  Kelley: 

I  am  in  sight  of  Martinsburg.  The  rebels  hold  Martinsburg;  small 
party  of  them  just  came  in,  and  are  now  driving  our  scouts  out  of 
the  town ;  about  five  or  six  of  our  scouts  had  come  into  the  town ; 
had  not  been  there  long  before  rebel  scouting  i)arty  came  in;  they 
are  still  firing  in  the  town.  Getting  very  vrarm  here;  I  must  get  out 
of  this.  I  will  go  back  to  Hancock,  and  go  by  pike  to  Williamsport  if 
you  say  so,  and  find  out  what  is  going  on.  Answer  at  Hancock. 

F.  B.  MILLEE. 


General  Kelley: 


Hancock,  August  23, 1864. 

(Eeceived  1.20  p.  ni.) 


I  have  just  returned  from  Back  Creek.  Sent  scouts  to  North  Moun¬ 
tain  and  Hedgesville.  Saw  a  man  from  Martinsburg;  no  troops  there. 
General  Averell  is  at  Swamp  Euii,  near  Shepherdstown. 

P.  B.  PETEIE, 

Cajgtain. 


Cumberland,  August  23,  1864. 

Colonel  Stevenson, 

Commanding  154th  Ohio  National  Guard,  New  Creeh : 

You  will  proceed  with  your  command  and  report  to  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  State  of  Ohio  at  Columbus.  Assistant  quartermaster 
will  furnish  transportation.  Order  by  mail. 


B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Cumberland,  August  23,  1864. 

Colonel  Wilkinson,  Clarhshurg: 

A  iiortion  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  is  at  Crab  Bottom,  going 
toward  Beverly,  about  400  strong.  Advise  the  commandant  at  Beverly, 
and  direct  him  to  send  a  scout  toward  Monterey  at  once.  Did  Captain 
Hagans^  company  get  their  horses  ? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brevet  Major-  General, 
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Headquarters  Forces  West  of  Piedmont, 

Eeserve  Division,  Department  of  West  Yiroinia, 

Clarlcshurgj  W.  F«.,  August  23^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumherland : 

General:  The  gueriilla  parties  are  represented  to  be  infesting  all 
parts  of  the  country  south  of  this,  robbing  houses,  stores,  and  stealing 
horses.  A  glance  at  the  memorandum  of  the  stations  and  number  of 
troops  in  this  command  will  convince  you  that  it  is  utterly  impracti¬ 
cable  for  me  to  prevent  this,  and  that  the  whole  line  of  railroad  and 
country  is  completely  exposed  anywhere  south  and  west  of  Eowles- 
burg,  and  that  a  force  of  fifty  rebels  could  cut  the  communications  any¬ 
where.  A  scout  of  fifty  men  was  sent  by  your  direction  from  here  last 
week,  to  be  gone  ten  days,  leaving  at  this  imi)ortant  depot  only  thirty- 
nine  men  for  duty,  and,  having  a  number  of  prisoners  to  guard,  it  is 
impracticable  to  do  that  and  picket  the  approaches  to  the  town.  If 
there  is  any  possible  way  of  relieving  the  companies  of  the  Eleventh 
and  Sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  now  at  Kew  Creek  and  Cumberland, 
and  sending  them  to  this  command,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  it 
done.  Should  the  enemy  drive  the  troops  (say  450  in  all)  from  Bev¬ 
erly  there  is  nothing  for  them  to  fall  back  on,  and  no  assistance  could, 
in  all  probability,  reach  us  in  time  to  iirevent  an  advance  of  that  enemy 
on  Grafton  and  Clarksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  WILKIKSOK, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
Cumherland,  August  26,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Col.  K.  Wilkinson,  commanding,  Clarks¬ 
burg,  W.  Va. 

It  is  entirely  impossible  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  troops 
asked  for  in  the  locality  they  are  now  stationed,  but  as  soon  as  troops 
can  be  had  they  will  be  sent  as  requested. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kelley : 

C.  A.  FREEMAK, 

Lieutenant  ayid  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cumberland,  August  23.,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford,  Esq., 

Wheeling : 

Railroad  all  right  west  of  Korth  Mountain.  Trains  run  regularly  to 
Hancock.  Have  sent  a  scout  to-day  to  Martinsburg,  or  as  near  as  they 
can  get.  Will  advise  you  of  the  result.  The  opening  of  the  road 
entirely  depends  on  Sheridan  j  it  is  all  right  within  my  district. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Monocacy,  August  23,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  Wallace: 

No  particulars  of  the  fight  of  Sunday,  except  we  liave  the  enemy’s 
wounded.  Everything  is  very  quiet  along  our  lines  uj)  as  far  as  Point 
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of  Eocks;  my  patrols  go  no  fartlier  west.  We  make  a  certainty  of 
knowing  wkat  is  going  on  in  tlie  Middle  Department  and  on  its  imme¬ 
diate  borders.  We  get  little  or  no  information  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Will  telegraph  you  promptly  anything  I  receive. 

E.  B.  TYLEE, 
Brigadier- General, 


[August  24,  1804. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleek,  reporting  operations, 
&e.,  see  p.  20.] 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Ya.,  August  34,  1864. 

(Eeceived  3.20  j).  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Seeretary  of  War: 

The  formation  of  Sheridan’s  line  is  as  follows:  Sixth  Corps  on  right, 
Nineteenth  center,  General  Crook  on  left.  General  Crook  is  strength¬ 
ened  by  a  division  from  Sixth  Corps  and  some  other  troops  massed  in 
support.  It  is  not  possible  to  assault  the  line  successfully  except  on 
the  left,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  against  it  there.  A  reconnais¬ 
sance  at  6  p.  m.  yesterday,  from  the  right,  with  cavalry,  found  no 
enemy  in  front  of  Wright.  A  scout  out  to  Shepherdstown  and  Charles¬ 
town  road  followed  it  to  left ;  found  enemy  apparently  in  force  about 
two  miles  this  side  of  Charlestown.  No  enemy  east  of  SnicYer’s  Gap 
at  9  X).  m.  yesterday.  A  reconnaissance  is  now  being  made  in  Crook’s 
and  Emory’s  front.  Eains  have  not  raised  the  river  perceptibly. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Ca7np. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  14.  )  Wear  Halltoien^  Fa.,  August  24^  1864. 

#*##*#* 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Smith,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
announced  as  provost-marshal  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

#  #  *  *  '  *  #  * 

9.  The  First  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia,  Brigadier- 
General  Duffie  commanding,  Avill  be  at  once  dismounted,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  and  tlie  Twelfth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  All  unserviceable  horses  belonging  to  this  division  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the  quartermaster’s 
department  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya. 

10.  As  soon  as  mounted,  the  above-named  regiments  will  report  as 
follows:  The  First  NeAV  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry  to  Brigadier-General 
Averell,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division,  at  Fair  Play,  near  Will¬ 
iamsport,  Md.,  for  assignment  5  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson,  commanding  Military  District  of  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry,  for  duty. 

11.  Brigadier-General  Duffie  Avill  remount  his  division,  under  the 
direction  of  his  department  commander,  and  at  such  point  as  he  may 
designate. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

A.  F.  HAYDEN, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant-  GeneraL 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Anffust  24^  1864.  (Eeceived  9.40  a.  in.) 

Maj.  (ren.  0.  C.  Auour: 

What  news  have  yon  from  your  scouting  parties  in  Loudoun  County? 
1  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  learn.  T  have  heard  notliing  from  Snick¬ 
er’s  Gap  for  two  days.  Answer. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

M ((jor- Genera Comm andin<f. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washinoton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Wasliinijton,  T>.  C.,  August  24.,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commandimf  Aliddle  Military  Division,  liarptr-s  Ferry : 

1  have  no  news  from  the  Eighth  lilinois  Cavalry,  or  from  Gansevoort. 
A  refugee  just  in  from  Culpeper,  which  place  he  left  on  Friday  last, 
reports  no. forces  of  the  enemy  there,  except  a  conscripting  party 
?iud  small  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen  passing  through  dail}^  Fitzhugh 
Lee,  with  his  cavalry,  about  3,000,  and  part  of  Longstreet’s  corps, 
about  10,000,  left  there  to  join  Early  last  Friday  a  week.  He  thinks 
they  went  through  Sperryville  and  Thornton’s  Gap.  Mosby,  with  two 
liieces  of  artillery,  attacked  the  small  cavalry  force  at  Annandale  this 
morning.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  result.  The  force  there  is  in  a 
stockade. 

C.  C.  ALGUE, 

Major- General,  Commandiny. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

HarpeFs  Ferry,  W.  Fa.,  Aufjust  24,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.30  a.  m.) 


General  C.  C.  AuauR, 

Washington,  JJ.  C.: 

Scouts  just  in  from  Snicker’s  Gap  report  no  crossing  there.  A  party 
of  cavalry,  300  or  400  strong,  was  seen  about  Hillsborough;  could  not 
tell  whether  they  were  rebels  or  our  people.  Have  you  anyone  out  in 


til  at  direction? 


P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washinoton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  24,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division,  Harper'’ s  Ferry: 

I  have  nothing  trom  scouting  parties  later  than  I  sent  you  this  morn¬ 
ing.  Mosby  is  said  to  have  been  in  command  of  the  force  that 
attacked  Annandale  this  morning.  He  demanded  a  surrender,  which 
was  refused.  He  opened  upon  the  stockade  with  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery.  He  was  driven  off.  Major  Horton,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry,  in  command,  following  him  up.  I  have  sent  all  available  cavalry 
force  to  join  in  pursuit.  1  will  inform  you  the  moment  1  learn  any¬ 
thing  worth  knowing. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

M(( jor- General,  U,  8,  Volunteers, 

57  R  R^VOL  XLlil,  PT  1 
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Hdqrs.  DEPART:aiENT  OF  Washinoton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

'Aiigust  1864 — 12.30  j;.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division^  Harper^s  Ferry: 

1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  have 
been  in  the  vicinity  of  Hillsborough. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washmgton^  D.  0.,  August  24^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  JMvision^  Harper^s  Ferry ; 

Major  Waite,  commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  has  returned  to 
Muddy  Branch  with  liis  regiment,  bringing  in  sixty-two*  men,  rebel 
sympathizers,  arrested  under  Lieutenant-General  Grant’s  order.  He 
brings  in  also  all  the  horses  he  found  fit  for  cavalry  service.  He  found 
no  old  corn,  but  plenty  of  new  and  un thrashed  wheat  and  hay,  but  says 
he  could  not  find  wagons  enough  to  bring  in  one  stack  of  wheat.  He 
found  very  few  negroes.  He  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  except  small 
squads  of  Mosby’s  men.  I  will  send  Major  Waite  out  again  as  soon  as 
his  horses  are  rested.  Do  you  wish  all  the  crops  destroyed  that  can¬ 
not  be  brought  in  ? 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


H alltown,  W.  Va.,  August  24^  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  12.30  a.  m.  25ch.) 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding : 

I  have  nothing  very  important  to  communicate.  Report  sent  you 
by  Colonel  Lazelle  of  information  received  from  a  refugee  has  been  to 
some  extent  confirmed  by  reports  froui  other  sources,  excepting  as  to 
time.  Both  Crook  and  Emory  made  reconnaissances  to-day.  Crook 
drove  in  the  advance  line  of  the  enemy  on  our  left,  capturing  some 
prisoners  from  Early’s  corps.  My  information  from  Snicker’s  Gaii 
is  that  no  troops  have  passed  through  in  your  direction.  I  will  com¬ 
mence  operations  seriously  with  the  cavalry  to-morrow.  Early  cannot 
maintain  his  present  position,  and  from  indications  does  not  know 
what  to  do.  He  cannot  cross  at  Williamsport,  for  he  gives  up  his  line, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  B[reckinridgeJ  can  cross  at  Snicker’s  Gap  or 
the  other  passes  for  nearly  the  same  reason.  I  hope  the  Eighth  Illi¬ 
nois  has  cleaned  out  Loudoun  Valley.  I  will  do  the  same  with  this 
country  before  I  am  done  with  it.  The  Second  Cavalry  was  in  Mar- 
tinsburg  yesterday  and  last  night.  Nothing  has  been  there  except  a 
small  squad  of  rebels  for  only  an  hour  or  so  at  a  time. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  }  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  279.  (  Washington^  August  24^  1864. 

1.  Col.  John  A.  Elison,  quartermaster’s  department,  will  report  in 
person,  without  delay,  to  Major-General  Augur,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to 
relieve  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Greene,  quartermaster’s  department,  in  his 
duties  as  chief  quartermaster.  Department  of  Washington. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Greene  will  turn  over  to  Colonel  Elison  all  money 
and  property  in  his  possession  ])ertaining  to  the  Dei)artment  of  Wash 
ington,  including  the  contraband  fund. 

*##**## 

1>V  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

K.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistan  t  Adjutant-  Genera I. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington^  1).  C.,  Auaust  24 j  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells, 

Alexandria : 


It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  (suiiposed  to  be  Mosby)  has  attacked 
the  stockade  at  Annandale.  Send  at  once  what  cavalry  you  have  to 
that  point  to  find  the  force  of  the  enemy.  Report  information. 
Respectfullv, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Gheef  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,.  August  24^  1864. 

(Received  10.20  a.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

An  attack  was  made  at  Annandale  about  5  o’clock  this  morning.', 
the  force  is  not  known.  The  rebels  were  driven  ofi*.  Major  Horton, 
of  Sixteenth  New  York,  is  following  rebels  up.  Mosby  was  said  to  be 
in  command,  and  demanded  a  surrender,  which  was  refused.  He  had 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fired  grape  and  canister.  Re-enforcements 
have  been  sent  from  Falls  Church.  I  have  also  sent  out  all  my  cavalry. 
Respectfully, 


H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Pros.  Mar.  Gen..,  Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac. 


Alexandria,  Ya.,  August  24, 1864. 

(Received  d.2b  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  force  attacking  at  Annandale  this  morning  was  Mos- 
by’s,  between  200  and  300,  with  artillery.  Tliey  were  repulsied,  and  re¬ 
treated  through  Fairfax  Court-House  toward  Centerville.  Our  cavalry 
in  pursuit,  about  one  hour  and  a  half  behind.* 


H.  H.  WELLS,  • 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  dc. 


Sec  also  Wells  to  Taylor,  p.  637. 
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Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor: 


Fort  Corcoran,  August  1864. 

(Eeceived  9.15  a.  in.)  • 


An  orderly  Just  arrived  with  dispatches  lioiii  cavalry  camp  near 
Falls  Church,  Va.,  iuforuiiug  me  that  the  post  at  Annandale  has  been 
attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  having,  artillery.  One  hundred 
and  seventy  of  the  cavalry  baTtalion  is  in  stockade  at  Annandale. 
This  dispatch  is  signed  by  Col.  11.  M.  Lazelle,  through  his  adjutant, 
Lieutenant  Lansing,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general.  Can  you  send 
me  troops'? 

U.  A.  DE  KUSSY 
Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers. 


llDQRS.  Department  oe  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington.,  7).  C.,  Augtist  24,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  De  Russy, 

Fort  Corcoran : 

General:  The  force  can  only  be  Mosby’s.  Further  information 
will  be  forwarded  when  received. 

Respectfullv,  - 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Btaff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


tlDQRS.  DePARTMEN'J'  OF  WASHINGTON,  22D  ARMY  CoRPS, 

Washington,  7).  C.,  August  24,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General:  The  attacking  force  at  Annandale  was  simply  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Mosby’s  people,  and  has  been  driven  off. 

Respectfullv, 

A.  11.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Btaff  and  As.sistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Aear  Fort  Buffalo,  Ya.,  August  24,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  1  have- the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  oruerly  has  just 
arrived  from  a  picket-post  this  side  of  Annandale  bringing  informatio:i 
that  the  stockade  at  Annandale  is  being  attacked;  in  what  force 
is  not  knoAvn,  but  have  artillery.  The  shots  can  be  heard  distinctly 
from  here.  One  of  the  men  said  that  he  saw'  two  pieces  of  artillery  and 
about  tifty  men. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  JVcav  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade, 


Chap.  LV.] 


901 


if 

CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. - UNION. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

N^ear  Fort  Buffalo^  F«.,  August  24,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Lient.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  a  dispatch  has  just 
been  received  from  the  officer  commanding’  at  Annamlale.  He  states 
that  Mosby  attacked  and  drove  in  the  pickets  on  the  Fairfax  Court- 
House  road  this  morning  about  5  o’clock.  Afterward  attacked  the 
stockade,  shelled  it  awhile,  ordered  it  three  times  to  surrender,  and 
hnding  it  would  not,  withdrew  and  gave  up  the  attack,  probably  with 
an  intention  to  threaten  some  other  part  of  our  picket-line.  On  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  attack  every  available  man  was  sent  out  from  here  to  give 
relief.  Mosby  had  with  him  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  with  a  force 
variously  estimated  at  from  less  than  200  to  300,  and  even  500,  men.  No 
damage  was  done  by  him,  except  the  wounding  of  one  horse.  Tlie  fir¬ 
ing  lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  the  cannon  were  placed 
not  over  300  or  400  yards  from  the  stockade.  Tlue  morning  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  foggy,  and  what  execution  a\  as  done  by  our  men  is  not  known. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth,  Xeie  Yorl:  (Uduilrif,  Corndg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo,  Ya.,  August  24^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Tay^lor, 

Chief  of  Staff'  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  information  has  been 
received  from  Colonel  Gansevoort.  A  picket-post,  consisting  of  one 
corporal  and  three  men,  was  picked  up  by  Mosby  this  morning  near 
Annandale.  He  was  followed  with  all  available  mounted  men  to  Ger 
man  town  this  morning  as  soon  as  a  force  could  be  sent  from  here.  He 
was  reported  by  citizens  to  have  in  reserve  in  that  vicinity  two  addi¬ 
tional  pieces  of  artillery  in  position,  and  a  considerable  party  with 
them.  His  whole  strength  wtis  about  250  men.  He  had  evidently  been 
misinformed  of  the  strength  of  the  force  at  Annandale,  and  supposed 
it  much  less. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Netr  Yorh  Cavalry.^  Corndg .  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo,  Va.,  August  24,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  I)E  Russy\ 

Corndg.  Defenses  South  of  the  Fotomae,  Fort  CoreoraUj  Va.: 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  attack  at  Annan¬ 
dale  has  ceased,  and  the  rebels  withdrew,  perhaps  with  the  intention  of 
attacking  some  other  part  of  iuy  picket-line.  The  attacking  ])arty  is 
said  to  have  consisted  of  from  less  than  200  to  300,  even  500  men,  with 
two  pieces  artillery,  all  under  Mosby.  No  damage  was  done. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

11.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Netr  York  Cavalry,  Connn((nding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Xear  Fort  Bu  falo,  Ya.,  August  24,  1864. 

Lieut.  C.  B.  Lyell, 

Thirteenth  New  York  Car.,  Conidg.  (Jar.  at  Leivinsville : 

Lieutenant  :  The  party  mitler  Mosby  which  attacked  the  camp  at 
Aiiiiandale  this  morning  has  retired  from  the  attack  without  accom¬ 
plishing  anything  more  than  the  wounding  of  one  horse.  Another 
attempt  will  doubtless  be  made  somewhere  along  our  line,  either  during 
the  day  or  to-nigbt.  The  point  selected  will  probably  be  at  your  stock¬ 
ade.  The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  tell  you  to  caution  your 
])ickets  and  your  men  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  assure  yourself  that  they 
are,  especially  toward  daybreak  to-morrow,  should  an  attack  not  come 
sooner.  Keep  two  horses  saddled  in  the  stockade  all  the  day  and  to¬ 
night,  and  in  the  case  of  an  attack  let  us  know  here  at  once  by  sending 
out  in  two  different  directions.  This  will  make  sure  of  one  of  your  mes¬ 
sengers  reaching  us.  Colonel  Lazelle  directs  you  not  to  surrender  your 
command  under  any  consideration  or  emergency.  Please  send  word 
by  the  bearer  how  many  horses  and  men  you  have  with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  Y.  LANSING, 

First  JAmtenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HeADQT  ARTERS  SlXTH  ARMY  CoRPS, 

August  24,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  B.  Parsons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Aliddle  Military  Division: 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  as  field  return  for  to-day: 


(’ommaiid. 

Present  for  duty. 

Officers. 

Men.  !  Total. 

1 

First  Division . 

205 

218 

152 

28 

3,  361 
3,  763 
2,  570 
752 

3,  566 
3,  981 
2,  722 
780 

Second  Division . 

Third  Division . 

Artillery  Brigade . 

Total . 

603 

10, 446 

11,  049 

Verv  resi)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
AFajor- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

ShepherdstQwn,  W.  Va.,  August  24,  1864. 

General  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

General:  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  that  you  move  your  divis¬ 
ion  at  0  a.  m.  on  the  Smithfield  pike,  marching  as  far  as  Walper’s  Cross- 
Ivoads,  awaiting  at  that  point  until  joined  by  the  Third  Di\dsion. 


Chap.  LV.] 


CORRESPONDENCK,  ETC. — UNION. 


903 


Further  instructions  will  be  given  you  at  that  point.  Forage  and 
rations  are  expected  to  arrive  to-night,  and  if  so,  they  will  be  issued 
with  all  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  EENO, 
Captahi  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Ahstract  from  field  return  of  me  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  commanded  hy  Brig. 
Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  for  August  24,  1864.  ' 


j  For  duty. 

A  ggregate  present  and 

absent. 

Horses. 

' 

Troops. 

Officers. 

Men  fully  equipped. 

!  Men  not  fully 

1  equipped. 

Officers’. 

Men’s,  serviceable. 

Men’s,  unservice¬ 

able. 

Division  head  (quarters . 

12 

64 

25 

101 

36 

85 

First  Brigade . — T . 

107 

1,856 

130 

2, 333 

226 

2, 160 

164 

Second  Brigmle . 

56 

1,242 

111 

1, 573 

149 

1,587 

106 

Total . 

175 

3,162 

266 

4, 007 

411 

3,  832 

270 

Battery  M . 

3 

116 

133 

209 

Batteries  C  and  E . 

3 

106 

128 

194 

Total . 

181 

3,384 

i  266 

I 

4,  268 

411 

4,  235 

270 

Point  of  Rocks,  Md..  Aiigiist  24.^  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Commanding : 

A  scouting  party  of  twenty-four  men  started  yesterday  to  Loudoun 
County,  crossing  the  river  at  Point  of  Rocks  ford;  from  there  went 
to  Waterford,  thence  to  Wheatland  and  Southerville,  Va.,  and  Short 
Hill  Mountain;  returned  this  morning,  having  seen  or  heard  of  no 
rebels  except  a  few  straggling  guerrillas.  I  hear  from  reliable  authority 
that  up  to  noon  of  the  23d  there  was  no  force  east  of  Blue  Ridge. 
Another  scout  is  out. 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 


flEADQUARTERS  ('AVALRY,  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

Shepherdstown,  Ya.,  August  24,  1864. 

Brigadier- General  Averell, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

General:  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  a 
reconnaissance  sent  out  from  the  First  Division  arrived  in  Martinsburg 
yesterday  morning  and  found  no, enemy.  Their  inckets  were  on  the 
Winchester  pike,  about  five  miles  out.  There  has  been  no  enemy  in 
the  town,  except  a  small  party  on  Saturday.  Lieutenant  Finley,  son  of 
surgeon-general,  was  found  there.  Do  you  know  anything  of  him? 
The  railroad  ds  destroyed  pretty  effectually  near  Kearneysyille.  You 
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can  withdraAA'  tbe  pickets  on  the  Sharpsburg  pike,  leaving,  as  you  sug¬ 
gested,  a  small  party  at  the  ferry  to  report  what  may  be  going  on  in  our 
(*amps. 

Very  res])ectfiilly, 

M.  A.  RENO, 
(Uipt(vh»  and  (liief  of  Staff. 


HaN('()CK,  Auffust  24^  1864. 

(Re(‘eived  Oakland  11.05  a.  m.) 

Major-Oeneral  Kelley  : 

General  Averell  was  at  Sharpsbnrg  yesterday.  His  pickets  are  at 
all  the  fords  along  the  river  from  McCoy’s  Ferry,  on  the  Maryland  side. 
The  fight  on  Sunday  was  near  Berryville.  I  Avill  come  up  this  p.  in. 
Gilmor’s  forces  reported  near  Martinsburg  while  T  Avas  there. 

F.  B.  MILLER. 


Special  Orders,  /  Headquarters, 

No.  27.  )  Cumberland^  did.,  August  24,  1864. 

I.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  National  Guard, 
Col.  R.  Stevenson  commanding,  Avill  proceed  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  service.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  is  directed  to  provide  trans])ortation. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Kellev: 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

JAeuienant  and  Actmg  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ClARKSRI  RQ,  24,  1864. 

Major-General  Kelley: 

Rebels  surprised  and  (*a])tured  the  ])icket-post  at  Huttonsville  this 
morning. 

N.  AVILKTNSON, 

Colonel. 


( b.ARKSBURG,  August  24,  1864. 

(ReceiA^ed  Cumberland  9.20  p.  m.) 

Rajor-General  Kelley: 

The  folloAAung  receiA^ed  from  Beverly: 

About  too  dismounted  meu  came  across  the  mountains,  stepped  into  the  camp  of 
the  pickets  at  Huttonsville  at  3  o’clock  this  morning,  and  captured  about  seventy 
horses,  seventy  sets  horse  equipments,  seventy  carbines,  and  accouterments.  They 
made  off  in  great  haste  toward  Crab  Bottom.  They  cax)tured  forty  men,  but  could 
not  get  them  along  as  fast  as  they  demanded,. and  let  them  go.  No  one  killed;  one 
man  seriously  wounded.  Major  Shaw,  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  A'olunteer  Cavalry,  is  in 
pursuit. 

.  R.  YOU  ART,' 

Licit  tenant-ColoHel. 

N.  WILKINSON, 

Colo nel,  Commandi ng. 
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Headquarters  Forces  in  Kanawha  Valley, 

Charlesto'iu  W.  Ya.,  Auf/vst  24^  1864. 

Col.  H.  Crampton, 

Commanding  Post,  Fayetteville : 

Move  all  government  vStores  immediately  to  Camp  Piatt.  As  soon  as 
this  is  done  report  with  your  regiment  at  Camj)  Piatt  for  transportation 
home.  Abandon  nothing. 

J.  C.  SULLIVAK, 

Brig  ad  ier-  Genera  /,  Comm  a  n  d  ing. 


City  Point.  Va.,  A  ngnst  25,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  (>  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  I).  C. : 

Pickett’s  and  Field’s  divisions  are  here.  Yon  can  say  this  to  General 
Sheridan,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  One  regiment  from  each  of 
the  four  brigades  of  Pickett’s  division  were  detached  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago,  and  for  some  time  I  did  not  know  but  that  they  had  gone  to  the 
Valley.  These  regiments  are  now  back. 

XT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Ih^iNT,  Va..  August  25,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 

M ajor-(Teueral  Sheridan, 

HarpeYs  Ferry,  Va.: 

I  have  good  authority  for  believing  that  orders  have  gone  to  the 
Valley  for  the  return  of  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry.  This  is  the  general  talk 
among  the  Southern  soldiers,  and  a  man  sent  to  Richmond  by  the  pro¬ 
vost-marshal  learns  Gie  same  fact.  Jt  is  also  natural  that  this  should 
be  so  after  the  reverse  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  met  with  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d.  Our  troops  have  quietly  destroyed  the  Weldon  road,  work- 
ing  south,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  falling  back  before  ours  without  offer¬ 
ing  resistance.  If  this  should  be  so,  it  Avill  give  you  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  in  harassing  the  enemy,  and  probably  might  send  entirely  around 
to  his  rear,  and  destrov  his  trains,  supplies,  &c. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General 


Hali/I'OWN,  August  25,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

laeutenant-General  Grant  : 

There  is  not  much  doubt  of  the  presence  here  of  two  divisions  of 
Longstreet’s  corps.  General  Anderson  commanding.  The  en^my  suc¬ 
ceeded  this  evening  in  getting  Sheplierdstown.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  will  attempt  to  cross  or  not.  1  ordered  two  divisions  of  cavalry 
to  make  a  reconnaissance  this  morning  on  the  enemy’s  flank;  they 
met  Breckinridge’s  corps  at  Blue  Spring  or  Leetown,  marching  toward 
Shepherdstown.  Our  cavalry  skirmished  with  this  corps  sharply  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon,  with  but  little  loss.  The  cavalry  were  forced  to 
give  up  Shepherdstown,  all  Xmt  one  brigade  coming  back  to  H alltown; 
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this  brigade,  it  is  supposed,  crossed  at  the  Shepherdstown  Ford.  I  can¬ 
not  say  whether  or  not  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  cross  in  the  morning; 
they  must  be  very  strong  to  do  so.  My  information  is  that  Early 
marched  with  that  intention,  but  reports  are  very  unreliable.  The 
enemy  are  in  very  strong  force.  I  will  not  give  up  this  place,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  strike  the  enemy  divided.  I  hardly  think  that  they  will 
attempt  to  go  to  Washington. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Waskmcjt07i,  D.  0.,  August  25^  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Aliddle  Military  Division: 

Scouts  report  that  no  troops  had  moved  to  or  from  the  Valley  up  to 
Tuesday  night,  23d .  Rebels  are  hauling  considerable  grain  from  Beaver 
Dam  Station.  All  information  brought  here  by  scouts  is  communi¬ 
cated  to  you. 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistan t  A  djntant-  General. 


[Auoust  25,  1864. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  p.  21.] 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Kear  Halltown,  Fr/.,  August  25,  1864. 

Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  keep  their  commands 
constantly  supplied  with  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks,  upon  which 
rations  the  men  of  the  several  commands  may  be  required  to  subsist 
four  days. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

“  '  JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  a7id  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  25,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  observations  with  regard  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  military  status  here. 

When  General  Sheridan  received  General  Grant’s  dispatch  inform¬ 
ing  him  of  Early’s  re-enforcement  and  directing  him  to  assume  a 
defensive  attitude,  the  design  of  further  pursuit  and  giving  Early 
battle  somewhere  in  the  Valley  had  not  been  relinquished  by  Gemwal 
Sheridan,  but  was  about  being  vigorously  executed.  The  position 
at  Cedar  Creek,  though  strong  in  the  immediate  line  of  battle  front, 
was  a  most  indefensible  one,  nevertheless,  as  numerous  gaps  through 
both  ranges  of  mountains  opened  ready  ingress  to  the  enemy  in  our 
rear,  and,  besides,  was  flankable  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading 
down  the  base  of  the  mountains  west  of  the  Valley  and  protected  on  the 
east  by  Cedar  Creek  and  a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  With  all  these 
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advantages  given  the  enemy,  General  Sheridan  showed  no  trepidation, 
but  gave  Early’s  men  opportunity  to  try  his  powers,  and  at  his  leisure 
took  up  the  retrogade  down  the  Valley.  At  Winchester  General  Sheri¬ 
dan  halted,  remained  long  enough  to  give  the  enemy  a  chance  to  fight, 
and  without  being  driven,  or  seemingly  being  compelled,  again  dropped 
back  to  Berry  ville,  where  he  again  halted  until  the  enemy  came  up,  and 
here  gave  him  every  opportunity  to  attack,  which,  declining  to  do,  Sheri¬ 
dan  again  moved  back,  halting  at  Charlestown  and  offering  the  same 
inducements  to  battle.  It  seemed  pretty  well  established  that  the 
enemy  would  have  given  battle  here  had  Sheridan  remained  another 
day.  Early  had  developed  our  line  by  the  fight  of  Sunday,  and  at  night 
it  is  said  massed  his  forces  for  a  sudden  assault.  Monday  morning 
daylight,  however,  found  Sheridan  in  position  where  he  now  is.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  march  to  the  rear  the  cavalry  have  carefully  watched  the  right 
and  left,  and  at  no  time  has  it  been  possible  for  the  enemy  to  have 
passed  through  the  Blue  Bidgefor  Washington,  or  to  the  right  and  into 
Pennsylvania,  without  General  Sheridan  being  almost  immediately 
apprised  of  it.  The  movements  of  our  army  have  been  such  as 
to  deceive  even  its  own  officers,  and  it  is  thought  thus  far  have 
baffled  the  enemy,  who  has  acted  as  though  he  thought  Sheridan  invit¬ 
ing  rather  than  avoiding  battle,  and  ready  at  any  time  to  assume  the 
offensive  should  Early  for  a  moment  weaken  his  force  or  uncover  him¬ 
self.  The  iini)ression  in  our  army,  and  it  seems  to  have  reached  the 
enemy,  is  that  our  force  numbers  about  50,000,  and  this  may  account  for 
the  caution  Early  uses,  and  the  fact  that  he  holds  his  army  solidly  and 
in  close  hand.  The  advantages  are  now  all  with  Sheridan,  as  they 
were  all  with  Early  at  Cedar  Creek. 

Early  cannot  cross  the  Potomac  at  Shepherdstown  into  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  its  proximity  would  enable  Sheridan  to  strike  his  column  in 
flank  at  a  moment  of  his  own  choosing.  He  will  not  attempt  a  like 
movement  at  Williamsport,  as  Sheridan  could  immediately  put  his  army 
in  their  rear  and  close  all  lines  of  communication  south,  and,  with  such 
aid  as  could  be  readily  given  him,  annihilate  the  enemy.  He  cannot 
pass  through  Snicker’s  Gap  toward  Washington  without  his  move¬ 
ment  being  known  in  six  hours  from  its  commencement;  he  would  enter 
a  country  lately  made  desoDte  and  wholly  incapable  of  subsisting  an 
array,  and  could  not  reach  Washington  so  soon  as  could  Sheridan  by 
the  north  side.  It  was  necessary  lor  Early,  designing  either  of  these 
objects,  to  have  first  beaten  Sheridan,  and  at  least  temporarily  to  have 
rendered  his  army  powerless.  This  he  has  failed  to  do,  and  it  is  no 
longer  possible  for  him  to  do  it.  But  one  course  is  left  him  (many 
miles  from  his  supplies  in  a  country  recently  devastated  by  the  torch), 
viz,  go  back  up  the  Valley  and  abandon  the  campaign  wholly,  or  com¬ 
mence  a  new  one  under  more  favorable  auspices;  and  having  learned 
by  the  experience  of  this  one,  every  evidence  indicates  that  the 
enemy  will  within  a  very  few  hours  take  up  the  line  of  retreat.  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  army  is  in  splendid  condition,  well  in  hand  and  manifesting  the 
greatest  anxiety  for  a  fight.  There  is  a  feeling  of  entire  confidence  in 
their  leader,  and  regiments  talk  about  being  able  to  whip  brigades. 
Sheridan  really  has  a  very  fine  army  here,  and  tlie  universal  good 
spirits  that  prevail  and  anxiety  to  fight  manifested  would  make  it  a 
hard  army  to  compete  with.  As  this  is  the  campaign  of  the  enemy,  and 
not  of  our  army,  I  think  it  may  be  set  down  as  a  failure,  and  therefore 
a  success  to  our  arms.  Sheridan  will  begin  from  this  time  to  harass 
them,  and  cannot  fail  to  inflict  severe  punishlnent  before  they  leave  the 
Valley. 
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These  are  reflections  and  deductions,  Mr.  Secretaiy  (wliich  i)ardon 
me  for  making),  plainly  inferable  and  deducible  from  my  standpoint, 
and  are  doubtless  not  strange  to  yourself.  jMy  telegrams  from  time  to 
time  have  given  only  facts  as  I  could  glean  them,  as  I  supposed,  and  still 
suppose,  you  prefer  to  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

General  Torbert  is  directed  to  try  and  draw  Fitz  Lee  into  a  fight 
to-day,  while,  in  front.  General  Sheridan  Avill  give  Plarly  a  little  quiet. 

I  am,  Mr.  Secretarv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  mid  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  ^Iiddle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  213.  )  Baltimore,  August  25,  1864. 

#  *  *  *  *  *  * 

2.  The  Ninety-first  Eegiment  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  having 
reported  to  these  headquarters,  in  obedienc^e  to  orders  from  the  honor¬ 
able  Secretary  of  War,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  McHenry 
and  report  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Army  (^orps. 

****#-*# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wallace: 

SAML.  B.  LAWBENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Head(,>uarters  ]\Iiddle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  25,  1864. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris, 

Co7nnianding  Beco)id  Separate  Brigade: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Wallace  to  say  that  inas¬ 
much  as  the  Ninety-first  New  York  Infantry  Veteran  Volunteers  has 
been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty,  you  are  requested  to  strengthen 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Federal  Hill,  so  that  hereafter  it  will  be  unne(;es- 
sary  for  the  commanding  officer  there  to  ask  for  detail  to  forward  strag¬ 
glers  to  their  commands. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  li.  BOSS, 

Major  and  Aetmg  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CLARKSHT^Ra,  August  25,  1864 — 8  a.  ni. 

(Beceived  12.15  p.  m.) 

Col.  J.  A.  Hardie, 

■  Bispeetor-  General : 

I  left  Beverly  yesterday  at  7  a.  m.  At  3  a.  m.  yesterday  morning  a 
party  of  the  enemy,  about  100  strong,  surprised  an  outpost  at  Huttons- 
ville,  ten  miles  the  other  side  of  Beverly,  and  captured  seventy-five 
horses,  horse  equipments,  arms;  they  did  not  take  any  of  the  men. 
The  force  at  Beverly  is  477,  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry;  they  are  armed 
with  the  Union  carbine,  a  worthless  arm;  have  only  fifteen  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man;  have  not  ])istols  nor  sabers.  One  company  of 
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First  West  Virginia  Cavalry  is  at  Buckhaiinon,  sixty  men;  this  com¬ 
pany  is  not  mounted.  About  sixty  of  the  enemy  were  reported  seven¬ 
teen  miles  from  Buckhannon  yesterday  going  in  the  direction  of  Weston. 
Only  forty  men  at  this  post,  none  at  Webster,  and  part  of  a  company 
at  Grafton.  There  is  danger  of  the  enemy  breaking  up  the  railroad 
between  Cumberland  and  Wheeling,  unless  other  disimsitions  of  the 
troops  are  made  in  this  vicinity.  I  go  from  here  to  Cumberland  to-day. 

WM.  SI^^CLAIE, 

TAeiiteriant- Colonel. 


Ualltown,  Va.,  Aiujmt  25.^  1864^8  a.  m. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Auouk, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington  : 

The  major-general  commanding  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  Snick- 
eCs  Gap  and  vicinity  watched,  and  the  earliest  information  of  any 
movement  of  any  enemy  through  the  gap.  He  desires  that  you  have 
scouting  parties  and  reliable  scouts,  if  you  have  them,  sent  to  the  gap, 
so  as  to  watch  it;  you  should  send  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
All  wheat,  hay,  and  fodder  in  Loudoun  County  that  can  be  burned  up 
should  be.  General  Grant  directs  that  all  the  croi)S  be  carried  off  or 
destroyed. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  VV.  FOR8YTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Departmenj'  op  Washinuton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  />.  C.,  Atigust  25,  1864 — .9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Comdg.  Aliddle  Military  Division.,  Harper'’ s  Ferry ^  IF.  Va.: 

Among  the  i)ersons  brought  in  by  Major  Waite  is  one  well  known  to 
me  as  a  reliable  Union  man,  who  has  heretofore  given  me  valuable 
information;  he  is  from  Upperville;  says  he  heard  no  talk  there  of 
the  rebel  army  intending  to  move  this  way;  says  they  are  conscripting 
everybody  there  capable  of  bearing  arms;  those  who  join  Mosby  are 
exempt  from  joining  Lee’s  army.  By  this  means  Mosby  can  command 
between  800  and  1,000  men.  To  get  information  from  Snicker’s  Gap 
would  require  a  force  abl(?  to  manage  Mosby,  whose  headquarters  are 
on  the  route  there.  Small  parties  will  be  picked  up.  I  will  send  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  again  to  that  vicinity  as  .soon  as  it  can  move, 
and  will  send  with  it  one  of  the  regiments  (very  small)  from  Falls  Church. 
To  clean  out  Loudoun  County  and  destroy  the  crops  there  will  require 
a  much  larger  force  than  I  can  send;  I  will  do  all  I  can,  however.  The 
horses  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  have  to  be  shod  before  they  can  move;  I 
will  let  you  know  to-morrow  Avhen  they  will  move.  I  have  a  man  at 
Middleburg,  who  is  employed  to  give  me  the  earliest  information  of  any 
move  of  the  rebels  in  this  direction ;  I  trust  he  will  not  deceive  me. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Mayor-  General^  Com manding. 
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Halltown,  W.  Va.,  August  25^  1864—11  j),  m. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.  20tb.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  AuauR, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 

My  reports  from  prisoners,  scouts,  &c.,  are  such  as  to  leave  but  little 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  at  least  two  divisions  of  Longstreet’s  corps, 
•under  the  command  of  General  Anderson,  are  here.  I  sent  out  two 
.divisions  of  cavalry  to  mj^ke  a  reconnaissaiuje  to-day  on  the  enemy’s 
left  dank;  they  met  Breckinridge’s  corps  on  the  march  at  or  near  Blue 
Spring  or  Leetown.  Our  cavalry  skirmislied  sharply  with  this  corps 
all  afternoon,  and  were  forced  to  fall  back,  all  but  one  brigade  com¬ 
ing  into  Halltown;  this  brigade  (Custer’s)  is  supposed  to  have 
crossed  at  Shepberdstown.  The  enemy  now  hold  Shepherdstown.  I 
cannot  say  whether  they  will  cross  or  not;  if  they  do,  I  shall  try  and 
strike  them  with  their  force  separated  by  the  river,  which  is  reported 
to  be  rising.  The  reports  are  that  Early  marched  with  this  intention 
this  morning.  I  do  not  think  they  will  move  on  Washington.  Have 
you  any  news? 

B.  H.  SHERIHAX, 

Major-General. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  August  25^  1864 — 7.50  p.  m. 

Colonel  Taylor, 

A ssis tan  t  A dj ti  tan  t-Ge nera I : 

Colonel:  The  patrols  report  all  (piiet  to-day.  It  is  reported  that 
Mosby  attacked  the  post  at  Falls  Church  about  1  o’clock  last  night, 
capturing  two  or  three  men  and  several  horses. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Lientenant-  Colonel. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo.,  Va.,  August  25,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  ^taff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- G ener al : 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  party  under  Colonel 
Gansevoort  returned  early  this  morning.  Colonel  Gansevoort  obtained 
positive  information  that  there  is  no  force  at  either  Wiirren ton  or  Cul- 
Iieper;  that  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  is  used  only  as  far  as 
Culpeper;  that  squads  of  50  and  100  men  frequently  come  up  on  the  rail¬ 
road  and  pass  through  Culpeper  on  their  way  to  join  the  main  com¬ 
mand  in  the  Valley,  and  that  a  large  forc^,  consisting  of  over  10,000 
infantry  and  cavalry,  passed  through  Warren  ton  about  a  week  since. 
This  is  probably  the  force  of  which  you  have  already  been  informed. 
The  usual  small  iiarties  of  guerrillas  were  met  with.  The  party  cap¬ 
tured  and  brought  in  five  prisoners  (two  soldiers  and  three  citizens), 
forty  horses,  one  mule,  horse  equipments,  and  harness  leather.  A 
number  of  rebel  uniforms  were  found  in  a  house  near  Warrenton  and 
burned.  A  picket-post,  consisting  of  a  corporal  and  three  men  (near 
this  camp),  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  was  attacked  at  2  a.  m. 
to-day  by  a  party  of  mounted  rebels ;  four  horses  and  two  men  were 
taken;  one  man  badly  wounded,  and  the  corporal  escaped.  Augustus 
Klock,  a  citizen  living  near  Falls  Church,  was  arrested  by  Mosby  yes¬ 
terday  near  Vienna,  and  was  released  this  morning.  He  states  that 
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Mosby  on  releasing  him  told  bim  to  inform  me  that  he  (Mosby)  had 
sent  Maj.  W.  H.  Forbes  and  Captain  Manning,  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  to  the  penitentiary,  in  retaliation  for  the  confinement  of  Jack 
Barnes  and  Phil.  Trammeli,  two  of  Mosby’s  men.  Both  were  tried  by 
a  court-martial  in  Washington  and  sentenced  to  the  Albany. peniten¬ 
tiary.  Barnes,  I  believe,  was  tried  for  violation  of  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  and  stealing  horses ;  Trammell,  for  being  a  guerrilla.  It  has  been 
ascertained  quite  positively  that  the  i)erSon  alluded  to  by  you  in  your 
communication  of  August  24  as  in  the  habit  of  visiting  a  female  in  the 
vicinity  of  Yienna  is  not  an  ofiicer,  but  a  non-commissioned  officer  of 
the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  who  was  yesterday  relieved  and 
ordered  to  rejoin  his  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Col.  Sixteenth  New  York  Vol.  Cavalry j  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 

p.  s. — I  forgot  to  state  that  Colonel  Gansevoort  brings  information 
that  the  rebels  obtain  their  supplies  by  the  way  of  Thornton’s  Gap 
and  Sperry ville.  The  Warrenton  route  is  used  but  little. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown,  Va.^  August  25^  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Currie’s 
command  has  been  relieved  from  duty  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  The  major- 
general  commanding  has  placed  this  brigade  in  position  on  the  left  of 
General  Crook’s  line,  and  desires  that  it  remain  there  for  the  present. 
Colonel  Currie  has  been  directed  to  report  to  his  division  commander, 
and  to  notify  him  when  his  brigade  is  posted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
LieutenantAJolonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
August  25,  1864 — 7.3G  p.  m.  (Received  9.25  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Couch  : 

Torbert’s  cavalry  repulsed  this  morning  by  the  enemy’s  infantry  near 
Leetown.  Enemy  exchanging  shots  with  my  pickets  this  evening  at 
Shepherdstown  Ford;  drove  in  my  pickets  at  Falling  Waters  to 
within  one  mile  of  Williamsport.  Column  reported  moving  toward 
Hedgesville.  No  enemy  on  this  side  river  yet. 

WM.  W.  AYERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  25,  1864 — 4.40  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  force  we  met  this  •morning  was  Breckinridge’s  corps,  composed 
of  Wharton’s  and  Gordon’s  divisions.  A  rebel  lieutenant  says  they 
marched  from  their  camp  near  Charlestown  this  morning  between  day¬ 
light  and  sunrise,  passed  through  Leetown,  and  were  on  march  when 
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we  struck  them,  going,  lie  says,  to  Sheplierdstown;  Fitz  Lee's  cav^alry 
was  also  on  the  road,  but  had  turned  off  toward  Martinsburg ;  both 
Early  and  Breckinridge  were  at  Leetown  with  the  troops.  The  lieu¬ 
tenant  further  says  he  don’t  know  where  the  two  other  divisions  of 
Bodes  and  Eiimseur  are,  nor  where  the  two  under  Anderson  are,  but 
supposes  the  latter  about  Halltown  or  in  that  direction;  their  trains 
also  moved  to-daj^,  but  not  by  the  road  upon  which  Early  was  march- 
ina*.  An  officer  just  in  from  Torbert  says  he  thinks  they  are  following 
Merritt  with  cavalry,  but  the  firing  seems  too  heavy  and  continuous 
for  that;  he  also  says  Torbert  had  turned  off  the  Shepherdstown 
[road]  and  is  bearing  directly  for  the  river  about  Antietam  Ford.  The 
firing  seems  to  groAv  nearer.  I  am  sending  out  scouting  parties.  My 
impression  is  that  the  rebel  lieutenant’s  statement  is  reliable,  and  that 
they  are  making  a  moA^e  northward.  The  absence  of  the  trains  is 
nothing  significant,  even  if  true.  A  strong  attack  on  the  tAvo  divisions 
still  in  your  front,  or  thought  to  be,  might  stop  them.  I  Avill  forAvard 
all  the  prisoners  at  once — eight  or  ten. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

.1.  H.  WILSOX, 

Bri(/a(l  ier- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Anynfit  Af,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth,  Chief  of  8taff: 

Tlie  tAA  O  divisions  of  cavalry  formed  a  junction  at  WalpeFs  Cross- 
Roads  about  9  a.  m.,  neither  haAdng  seen  anything  of  the  enemy  before 
arriAdng  there.  The  command  Avas  closed  up  and  the  adATxnce  made  in 
the  following  order:  Chapman’s  brigade  on  extreme  left,  half  a  mile 
from  i)ike;  McIntosh  close  by  the  side  of  the  pike;  Custer  on  McIntosh’s 
right,  and  Cesnola  on  extreme  right;  all  by  flank  of  brigades,  Avith 
skirmishers  in  front;  regular  brigade  in  reserve  on  pike.  About  a 
mile  beyond  IvearneySAdlle  met  the  enemy.  Chapman  bore  farther  to 
the  left,  guided  by  Colonel  Brinton ;  struck  enemy  in  flank.  McIntosh 
dismounted  and  moved  forward  heavy  skirmish  line;  Custer  same  on 
his  right.  Cesnola  charged,  mounted,  through  open  fields;  drove  the 
enemy  three-quarters  of  a  mile;  soon  ascertained  that  his  force  was  all 
infantry;  drove  the  skirmishers  clear  back,  killing  quite  a  number,  and 
before  they  could  attack  with  main  force  our  cavalry  was  mounted  and 
rapidly  withdraAvn,  covered  by  a  line  of  mounted  skirmishers,  and  the 
Reserve  Brigade  ready  to  act.  Officers  and  men  behaA^ed  with  great 
gallantry  and  steadiness.  Loss  of  my  division  will  not  exceed  seA-enty. 
The  enemy  did  not  pursue  me  after  I  Avithdrew  from  the  pike,  but 
seemed  to  continue  toAvard  Shepherdstown.  General  Torbert  reports 
Avith  cavalry.  Torbert  is  now  moving  toward  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


% 

Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  Xear  EngeVs^  August  25.^  1864 — 3.50  p.  ni. 
Brigadier-General  Torbert,  Chief  of  Cavalry: 

General:  We  are  in  our  old  camp  all  right,  but  I  find  my  four 
wagons  of  ammunition  and  ambulances  have  folloAved  your  route  to 
Shepherdstown  ;  please  send  them  to  me  under  charge  of  the  bearer, 
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Mr.  \rard,  of  my  staff.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  hiiiig  to-day 
oil  the  left  of  the  infantry,  though  as  to  what  extent  I  can’t  tell.  Have 
sent  for  my  wagons,  and  also  sent  an  officer  to  report  to  Sheridan, 
knowing  it  would  be  some  time  before  you  could  communicate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON", 

Bri()(i  (Her-  Genera  I . 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Aiujust  ^5,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

The  command  will  move  to-night  across  the  bridge  at  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  take  the  road  through  Pleasant  Valley,  in  the  following  order: 
First  Brigade,  with  Fitzhugh’s  battery;  Second  Brigade,  with  l^enning- 
ton’s  battery ;  ambulances  and  ammunition  train ;  regimental  and  supply 
trains.  Pickets  will  be  called  in  at  once.  The  (piartermaster,  com- 
inissary,  and  ordnance  officers  will  move  their  respective  trains  loaded 
with  supplies,  as  soon  after  the  division  has  passed  as  practicable, 
across  the  bridge  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  join  the  division  without  delay 
near  the  South  Mountain  Gap,  between  it  and  Boonsborough. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIFBFRT, 
AHHistani  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ralltotvn,  Au(/u,st  26,  1864 — 6.45  }>.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  at  Har peris  Ferry : 

General:  Brigadier-General  Torbert’s  cavalry,  all  except  one  bri¬ 
gade,  fell  back  toward  this  place;  one  brigade,  it  is  supposed,  has 
crossed  at  Shepherd stown.  I  desire  that  you  will  send  scouts  down  to 
the  ford  at  Shepherdstown  and  ascertain  if  the  enemy  make  any  cross¬ 
ing  at  that  point  or  elsewhere  in  that  vicinity  during  the  night.  Send 
the  earliest  reports  received  to  these  headquarters  at  once. 

Verv  resi)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEIHDAV, 

M ajar- Genera /,  Commandituf. 


General  Ordei^s,  (  Hdqrs.  Dept,  oe  West  VirctInia, 

^o.  ()8.  Camp  near  HaUtown,  W.  Va.^  August  25,1861. 

I.  All  enlisted  men  within  this  department  serving  without  propin- 
authority  away  from  the  brigade,  military  district,  or  division  in  which 
their  batteries  or  regiments  may  be,  Avill  be  at  once  returned  to  their 
companies  and  regiiijents  for  duty,  and  officers  are  hereby  empowered 
to  seize  their  men  absent  Avithout  such  authority  AvhereA^er  they  may 
find  them.  Men  thus  absent,  Avho  do  not  return  as  aboAC  required 
within  a  reasonable  period  after  the  iiromulgation  of  this  order,  Avill  be 
reported  as  deserters. 

II.  General  officers  and  colonels  commanding  divisions  and  brigades 
Avithin  this  department  Avill  select  their  staff  officers  from  their  oavu 
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commands,  and  will  at  once  relieve  all  officers  now  on  duty  with  them 
belonging  elsewhere,  except  the  aides-de-camp  general  officers  are 
authorized  by  law  to  have. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook ; 

r.  G.  BIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  /  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  154.  S  Gamp  near  Halltoam.  TV  T7(.,  August  25^  1864. 

#  *  #  *  *  # 

2.  After  complying  with  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  current  series,  head¬ 
quarters  Middle  Military  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  N.  Duffie,  commanding 
First  Cavalry  Division,  will  proceed  overland  with  the  remaining  regi¬ 
ments  of  his  division,  via  Hag<  rstown,  Md.,  to  Hancock,  Md.,  and  from 
thence  by  rail  to  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  there  establish  a  camp  of  instruc¬ 
tion,  where  he  will  remount  his  division  by  regiments  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  the  quartermaster’s  department  supplying  the  necessary  horses. 
The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transporta¬ 
tion. 

^  *  *  *  *  *  ^ 

By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Crook: 

P.  G.  BIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Point  of  Rocks,  Md.,  August  25^  1864 — 8.35  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  : 

All  quiet  along  my  line.  No  enemy  in  Loudoun  County.  Will  leave 
this  place  to-morrow  at  G  a.  m. 

A.  N.  DUFFIE, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding . 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st.  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  W.  Va., 

No.  35.  )  Point  of  Roclcs,  Md.,  August  25^  1864. 

#***#*# 

VITI.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  extract  10,  head¬ 
quarters  Middle  Military  Division,  the  following-named  regiments  are 
hereby  detached  from  this  division  and  will  report  as  designated  below : 
First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  at 
Fair  Play,  near  Williamsport,  Md.;  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson,  commanding  Military  District  of  Harper’s 
Ferry,  W.  Va. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Duffie: 

E.  W.  CLARK,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltownj  Va.,  August  25,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gtbii.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  When  I  sent  you  directions  this  afternoon  1  was  under 
the  impression  that  Merritt  would  cross  at  Shepherdstown,  which  is  not 
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the  case;  Custer’s  brigade  may  have  crossed  there.  The  enemy,  who 
now  have  Shepherdstown,  will  perhaps  cross,  in  which  case  I  want  you 
to  keep  close  in  on  their  left  flank  and  pitch  into  them.  It  is  reported 
that  Fitz  Lee  has  gone  by  way  of  Martinsbiirg,  in  which  case  you 
must  look  out  for  him.  If  Custer  has  crossed  he  can  join  his  division, 
as  I  will  send  it  toward  South  Mountain  Pass;  please  inform  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General^  CommanduKj. 


If  you  and  Custer  are  pressed  by  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  pitch  into  it; 
you  must  defeat  him  if  possible. 

P.  II.  SIIEEIDAN, 

Major-General . 


Head(2Uakteks  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

MaUtoirn,  W.  Fu.,  August  25^  1864. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Gumberlandj  Md.: 

Please  send  at  once  by  rail  to  Hancock,  Md.,  and  from  thence  over¬ 
land  via  Hagerstown  to  this  place,  the  stragglers  belonging  to  this 
command  that  you  have  collected  at  Cumberland. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook : 

P.  G.  BIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  28.  (  '  _  Cumberland^  ilfd.,  August  25^  1864. 

##*##** 

III.  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
department,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Eegiment  Ohio  National 
Guard,  Col.  C.  Marker,  will  iiroceed  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  mustered,  their  term  of  service  having  expired.  The 
<iuartermaster’s  department  will  provide  transportation. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kellev: 

C.  A.  FEEEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Kelley: 


Hanco(Tv,  August  25,  1864. 

(Eeceived  0.03  p.  m.) 


I  have  reliable  information  from  citizens  from  Bloomery,  Oakland, 
and  Sleepy  Creek  Valley,  who  report  no  rebels  in  that  vicinity;  none 
have  been  there  since  the  raid.  I  also  have  reliable  information  from 
Martinsburg  and  line  of  road  this  side;  no  rebels  there. 

P.  B.  PETEIE, 

Captain. 
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Headquarters, 
Cumberland,  August  25,  1851. 

Col.  H.  Stevenson, 

Comdg.  154th  Ohio  National  Guard,  Neiv  Creeh,  W.  Va.: 

The  term  of  service  of  your  regiment  having  expired,  and  being  on 
the  eve  of  your  departure  for  Ohio,  preparatory  to  being  mustered  out 
of  service,  J  accept  the  opportunity  ottered  of  ex^iressing  to  yourself 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  your  regiment  my  thanks  for  the  eminent 
service  you  have  rendered  the  country  while  in  my  command.  Always 
ready,  your  faithfulness  has  only  been  equaled  by  your  willingness  on 
being  called  upon  to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  battle.  Even  in  your 
short  term  of  service  your  bravery  and  unfaltering  courage  were  nobly 
attested.  You  can  return,  colonel,  to  your  homes  with  the  proud  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  knowing  that  while  you  relieved  the  veteran  troops  for  duty 
in  the  front,  it  was  your  x)leasant  duty  to  be  participants  at  New  Creek, 
W.  Ya.,  August  4,  1864,  in  administering  to  the  enemies  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernment  one  of  the  most  disastrous  repulses  in  the  history  of  the  war. 
I  regret  very  much,  colonel,  that  the  requirement  of  the  service  would 
not  permit  of  your  departure  for  your  homes  at  the  expiration  of  your 
term,  but  gladly  bear  testimony  to  the  willingness  with  Avhich  you 
remained  at  your  country’s  call.  I  trust,  colonel,  to  soon  learn  tliat 
there  are  many  members  of  your  regiment  again  in  the  service  nobly 
battling  for  the  common  cause. 

Yery  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

.  B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


CoLUMRUS,  Ohio,  August  25,  1851. 

Hon.  Edwin  iM.  Stanton, 

iSecretarg  of  War: 

General  Kelley’s  course  with  the  100-days’  men  is  creating  great  an¬ 
noyance  and  dissatisfaction.  I  telegraphed  you  about  the  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-fourth  Kegiment,  but  have  no  reply.  The  One  hundred 
and  fifty  second.  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth,  and  One  hundred  and 
forty-fifth  have  a  messenger  here  this  morning,  with  complaints.  He 
reports  from  General  Kelley  direct  that  he  pleads  orders  from  General 
Crook  to  hold  all  troops  in  his  command  until  further  orders.  I  cannot 
say  how  far  this  is  true;  I  know  the  regiments  are  being  held  over¬ 
time  and  the  result  is  injurious.  Please  advise  me  on  this  point;  the 
men  look  to  me  for  some  explanation  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  BKOUGH, 

Gorernor  of  Ohio. 


City  Point,  \A.,  August  25,  1851 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  lli.lO  a.  m.  27th.) 


Major-General  (Sheridan, 

Halltoivn,  Ml  : 

I  telegraphed  you  that  I  had  good  reason  for  believing  that  Fitz 
Lee  had  been  ordered  ba(dA  here.  I  now  think  it  likely  that  all  troops 
will  be  ordered  back  from  the  Valley  except  what  they  believe  to  be 
the  minimum  number  to  detain  you.  My  reason  for  supposing  this  is 
based  upon  the  fact  that  yielding  up  the  Weldon  road  seems  to  be  a 
blow  to  the  enemy  he  cannot  stand.  I  think  I  do  not  overstate  the 
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Joss  of  the  enemy  in  tlie  last  two  weelis  at  10,000  killed  and  wounded. 
We  liave  lost  heavily,  mostly  in  eaptiu  ed,  when  the  enemy  gained  tem¬ 
porary  advantages.  Watch  closely,  and  if  you  find  this  theory  correct 
j)ush  with  all  vigor.  Give  the  enemy  no  rest,  and  if  it  is  possible  to 
follow  to  the  Virginia  Central  l  oad,  follow  that  far.  Do  all  the  damage 
to  railroads  and  crops  you  can.  Carry  off  stock  of  all  descriptions,  and 
negroes,  so  as  to  prevent  further  planting.  If  the  war  is  to  last  another 
year,  we  Avant  the  Shenandoah  A^alley  to  remain  a  barren  waste. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

hi  enten  an  t-  GeneraJ. 


WashingT(AN,  Auf/nst  26,  1f^64 — 41.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

It  is  reported  that  General  Kelley  is  keeping  seATwal  Ohio  regiments 
after  the  expiration  of  their  tihie,  which  is  creating  great  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  in  Ohio.  Moreover,  after  the  expiration  of  their  term  the  troops 
are  useless  and  will  not  fight.  Please  direct  that  they  go  home. 

H.  W.  BALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


'  [Inflorseinent.] 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Angnst  26,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brevet  Major-General  Crook,  commanding 
Dejiartment  of  West  Virginia,  who  will  order  all  regiments  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired  to  their  place  of  rendezvous  to  be  mustered  out  in 
accordance  with  within  directions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

A.  F.  HAYDEN, 

A HHi.Hta nt  A djuta nt- General. 


[August  2G,  18G4. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  i‘eporting  oj)erations, 
&c.,  see  ]).  21.] 


Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  AaguHt  26,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  10  ]).  m.) 

Hon.  Edavin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

A  reconnaissance  this  evening  in  front  of  General  Crook’s  corps  cap¬ 
tured  eight  officers  and  about  eighty  men  of  the  enemy.  He  is  still  in 
our  front  in  force.  Breckinridge’s  move  yesterday  toward  Shepherds- 
town  turns  out  to  have  been  an  attempted  decoy,  as  he  is  back  again 
in  camii  on  Early’s  left.  No  enemy  at  Sheiiherdstown.  Some  skir¬ 
mishing  at  Williamsport  to-day,  but  no  serious  attempt  to  (woss. 
Averell  is  at  Williams])ort.  Wilson  in  that  vicinity  and  below.  Custer 
at  Sheiffierdstown.  Torbert  on  our  right,  connecting  with  Custer.  No 
movement  of  enemy  toward  Snicker’s  Gap.  He  seems  nonplussed  and 
in  doubt  Avhat  to  do. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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H  ALLTOWN,  Va.,  An  (fust  26,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  ^Yashington : 

Your  dispatch  received.*  Nothing  has  passed  through  Snicker's  Gap. 
The  operations  in  Loudoun  County  and  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry 
can,  of  course,  be  only  in  proportion  to  the  force  you  have  for  the  pur¬ 
pose.  I  have  made  no  change  in  my  position  here,  and  the  enemy  has 
made  no  attempt  to  cross  at  Shepherdstown. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAN, 

Major- General. 


FIdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  26,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Dirision,  HarpeCs  Ferry: 

Colonel  Gansevoort,  with  his  regiment.  Thirteenth  New  York  Cav¬ 
alry,  have  returned,  and  bring  information  that  there  is  no  force  of  the 
enemy  either  at  Culpeper  or  Warrenton,  and  but  small  parties  passing 
up  into  the  Valley.  The  railroad  is  not  used  this  side  of  Culpeper. 
Supplies  for  the  rebels  pass  through  Sperryville  and  Thornton’s  Gap. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

M ajor- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Mdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  August  26,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  3Iiddle  Military  Division,  Harper^s  Ferry : 

The  provisional  battalion  of  cavalry  belonging  to  Gregg’s  division, 
which  is  now  on  the  upper  Potomac  guarding  the  river  while  the 
Eighth  Illinois  is  absent,  has  been  ordered  to  City  Point.  This  will 
leave  me  without  means  of  guarding  the  river  while  the  Eighth 
Illinois  is  absent.  Major  Waite  reports  to-day  that  he  cannot  get  his 
regiment  ready  to  move  before  Monday.  The  forges,  coal,  &c.,  had  to 
be  sent  from  here.  1  think  he  will  get  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
you  think  it  advisable  I  will  send  out  the  Sixteenth  New  York  in  the 
direction  of  Aldie.  They  cannot  raise  more  thaii  300  for  the  field,  and 
they  cannot  go  to  Snicker’s  Gap.  They  may  scout  about  Aldie  and 
])ick  up  rumors. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Halltgwn,  W.  August  26,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  10  a.  m.  27th.) 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 

I  have  nothing  important  to  report  to-night.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  yesterday  evening  toward  Shepherdstown  did  not  cause  me  to 
make  any  changes,  and  from  appearances  they  went  back  to  Charles¬ 
town  or  vicinity  last  night.  This  evening  Crook  made  a  dash  at  their 
line  and  Lowell  charged  and  captured  seven  officers  and  sixty-nine 
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privates,  one  lieutenant-colonel.  Yesterday  I  got  twenty -four  in  a 
cbarge  made  by  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania.  Averell  reports  rebel 
cavalrv  at  Williamsport,  but  no  crossing  of  the  river. 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAK, 

Major- General. 


Halltown,  Va.,  Angust  26^  1864—10.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  11.40  a.  m.  27th.) 

Major-General  AucuR, 

Department  of  Washington: 

Your  dispatch  of  3  p.  m.  received.  I  am  instructed  by  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  say  that  Gregg’s  cavalry  should  be  sent  to  him 
(Gregg)  at  once.  You  will,  with  the  cavalry  that  you  Lave  on  hand 
belonging  to  your  department,  picket  the  river  and  send  out  scouting 
parties  as  you  may  deem  best. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  POKSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Crook’s  men  brought  in  to-day  the  horses  of  eight  of  Mosby’s 
men. 

J.  W.  F. 


Hilton  Head,  August  26, 1864. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe  4  jn  m.  28th.  Eeceived  11.20  p.  m.  2Sth.) 
Major-General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

On  the  steamer  Fulton  I  send  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers,  900  men,  to  Washington  to  report  to  you.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  has  orders  to  report  by  telegraph  from  Fort  Monroe,  and 
then,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  and  march 
thence  to  Washington. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

ilfr(;or-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

August  29,  1864. 

On  its  arrival  this  regiment  will  report  to  Major-General  Augur  for 
assignm.ent  to  duty  in  the  defenses. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 

A  ssista n  t  A  djutant-  Genera  I . 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  AVashington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  26,  1864. 

Maj.  John  M.  AVaite,  Commanding  at  Muddy  Branch: 

Major  Fry  has  been  relieved  from  duty  on  the  upper  Potomac,  with 
his  detachment.  You  will  leave  no  iiicket  on  the  river.  Your  regi¬ 
mental  camp  must  be  left  in  charge  of  a  squad  of  convalescents  and 
dismounted  men. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  H.  TAYLOE, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  A  djutant- General. 
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Muddy  Branch,  An(iust  26^  1S64. 

(Received  d  ]>.  lu.) 

Lieut.  Col.  »I.  ll.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  tStaff  : 

Colonel:  Tf  the  river  is  to  be  left  open  the  enemy  can  cross  two  or 
three  at  a  time  and  concentrate  in  the  Avoods  quite  a  little  force.  I  find 
on  my  return  something  like  thirty  or  forty  over  in  rear.  It  will  require 
larger  guard  at  telegraph  station,  l^arnestown .  My  regimental  pro])erty 
will  be  much  exposed. 

Respectfullv, 

dNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  d'o. 


IIdqrs.  Department  op  Washtnoton,  Army  Corps, 

Wa.^hinffton,  7).  C.,  Anfjifst  26,  1S64. 

Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 

Commandinij  Cavalry  Jiriyadc : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  yon  prepare 
yonr  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  for  active  service,  A\dth 
as  little  delay  as  practicable.  Y^on  will  be  expected  to  scout,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  Avith  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  in  the  direction  of  Upperville. 
Please  inform  these  headquarters  when  your  i)eople  Avill  be  ready. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  /  Headqttar  i'ers  Stxi  h  Arma^  Corps, 

No.  180.  )  Auf/ust  26,  1864. 

#  *  #  ^  *  *  * 

5.  Pursuant  Avith  instructions  received  from  headquarters  Middle 
Military  Division,  directing  Brig.  Gen.  I).  D.  BidAvell  to  remain  on  duty 
Avith  this  corps,  he  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 

Assisteent  A djutant- Genera  1. 


HeADQT  ARTERS  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

Halltoien,  Va.,  Auynst  26,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  Crook, 

Commandiny  Army  of  ITcsT  Yirginia: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  a 
strong  reconnaissance  in  your  front  at  4  p.  m.  to-day  AAith  one  division 
of  yonr  army.  The  general  also  instrncts  me  to  say  that  he  will  visit 
yonr  headquarters  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectful Iv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — The  reconnaissance  should  be  made  on  the  left  of  your  line. 

JAS.  AY.  FORSYTH, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff'. 
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’]\IcGeellan’s  Look<jt-t,  August  26^  1864. 

(Iveccived  12.45  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth: 

Lieutenant  Hall  reports  that  lie  ean  see  no  rebels  in  Slieplierdstowii 
now.  Our  cavalry  left  Sbar])sburg  at  11  a.  m.,  on  the  road  to  Harper’s 
I'erry. 

ELLIS, 

JAeiiienant. 


[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier- General  Torbert. 

Ellis  cavalry  must  be  Ouster’s  brigade.  Where  did  you  order  it  f 

V.  H.  SHERIDAIS^, 

Major- General. 


HeADQT  ARTERS  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  26^  1864 — 6  a.  m. 

General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  Have  you  heard  anything  of  General  Custer  and  brigade 
and  First  New  York!  What  news  from  the  reconnaissance  you  were 
directed  to  send  toward  Shepherdstown  this  morning  on  the  road  we 
came  yesterday  !  General  Sheridan  is  anxious  to  know  whether  their 
infantry  are  where  we  left  them  near  the  brick  church. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 

Dr igadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Acgttst  20,  1864 — 7.05  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General:  No  reiiort  whatever  has  been  sent  from  these  headquar¬ 
ters,  as  everything  was  quiet  and  is  cpiiet.  Not  a  single  shot  has  been 
hred  to  day  by  my  pickets.  My  line  extends  from  the  river  to  the  right 
of  Colonel  Gibbs,  well  connecting  with  him.  I  would  have  sent,  as 
usual,  the  report  of  the  picket,  even  when  nothing  occurred,  but  I  was 
inspecting  the  line  myself  and  it  kept  me  nearly  all  day  out  of  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

HI  CESNOLA, 

(Udonelj  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Headqcarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Kear  Halltorvn,  August  26,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Custer, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  that  you  move  your  brigade 
and  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  (as  soon  as  General  Wilson’s  divis¬ 
ion  arrives  at  Shepherdstown  Ford)  to  Antietam  Ford,  or  to  a  good 
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position  in  the  vicinity  of  the  month  of  Antietam  Creek.  Report  your 
arrival  to  Generals  Sheridan,  Merritt,  and  these  headquarters.  General 
Merritt  is  for  the  present  on  the  right  of  the  infantry.  The  brigadier- 
general  commanding  also  desires  me  to  extend  his  congratulations  to 
you  in  getting  your  command  across  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

‘  ’  M.  A.  RENO, 

"  Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  General  Merritt.) 


Headqitarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

August  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

General  Torbert, 

Commanding  Caimlry  Corps: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  point 
(Antietam  Creek)  of  my  command.  I  had  a  severe  engagement  with 
the  enemy  yesterday  near  Shepherds  town.  The  enemy  attempted  to 
cut  me  off  from  the  fords,  but  were  iinsnccessful.  My  command  crossed 
at  Boteler's  Ford  in  as  good  order  as  if  marching  from  parade;  I  did 
not  see  a  single  straggler.  The  enemy  made  desperate  efforts  to  cap¬ 
ture  Ransom’s  gnus,  but  were  foiled.  My  loss  is  quite  small,  considering 
the  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Brigadier- Genera  1. 

Please  send  this  to  General  Merritt. 


flEADqlJARTERS  TlIIRD  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Boonshorough,  August  26 ^  1864 — 5.20  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Custer, 

Antietam  Ford: 

General:  I  liave  received  an  order,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  you 
several  hours  ago,  directing  me  to  hold  the  Shepherdstown  fords,  but 
since  then  I  have  heard  through  the  Fifth  New  York  that  Aver  ell  had 
not  succeeded  in  preventing  the  rebels  crossing  at  Williamsport,  and 
had  fallen  back  with  the  view  of  fighting  at  Hagerstown.  In  view  of 
these  facts  I  have  thought  it  best  not  to  go  to  Shepherdstown,  but  to 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  support  Averell  by  marching  rapidly  to 
Hagerstown  and  forming  a  junction  with  him.  I  have  sent  through  an 
officer  to  communicate  with  him,  and  directed  the  Fifth  New  York  to 
watch  the  fords.  If  the  enemy  has  already  crossed,  the  first  thing  is 
to  whip  him,  and  if  we  all  go  at  him  together  Lee  hasn’t  got  cavalry 
enough  in  this  portion  of  the  country  to  withstand  ns.  I  hope  you  got 
off*  yesterday  evening  without  any  serious  loss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

AiKjUHt  2G,  1864. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Colonel:  I  am  still  at  Boonsborougli  waiting  to  hear  from  Averell; 
nothing  new  from  him  since  my  last  dispatch.  Colonel  Hammond, 
with  the  Fifth  New  York  Cavalry,  is  watching  the  fords  pboiit  Shep- 
herdstown.  I  shall  not  move  from  here  until  1  hear  from  Averell  or  re¬ 
ceive  positive  instructions  from  General  Torbert.  General  Custer  is  at 
Antietam  Furnace,  and  I  hear  that  his  horses  are  in  a  wretched  condition 
and  his  command  without  forage.  I  shall  communicate  to  you  import¬ 
ant  information  received.  Have  sent  an  officer  to  Averell  and  expect 
him  back.  There  seem  to  be  no  indications  of  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  to  cross  this  side  of  Willi  am  siiort.  I  shall  act  as  circum¬ 
stances  may  seem  to  indicate  would  be  best.  The  trains  have  gone  to 
Har])eFs  Ferrv. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadief  -  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division  Cavalry, 

Boonsboro^ighy  August  26,  J 864 — 4p.m. 
Brigadier-General  Torbert,  ^ 

Chief  of  Cavalry: 

General:  Your  order  to  hold  the  Shepherdstown  fords  was  received 
less  than  an  hour  ago.  Since  it  came  I  have  received  word  through 
the  Fifth  New  Y^ork,  and  it  from  one  of  Averell’s  officers,  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  crossing  cavalry  above  Williamsport,  and  that  Aver¬ 
ell  intended  to  tight  them  near  Hagerstown,  and  have  therefore  writ¬ 
ten  to  Averell  saying  I  would  march  to  him  and  help  him  with  the  job 
of  cleaning  out  Fitz  Lee,  unless  some  imperative  orders  to  the  contrary 
should  be  received.  I  have  directed  two  squadrons  to  watch  the  Shep¬ 
herdstown  fords,  and  will  determine  my  final  course  by  the  information 
that  I  get  in  the  next  hour.  If  they  have  simi)ly  crossed  cavalry  the 
sooner  we  dispose  of  it  the  sooner  can  we  devote  ourselves  to  watching 
the  movement  of  the  infantry.  Come  out  yourself  if  possible.  I’ll  send 
my  trains  to  Frederick,  it  being  nearer  and  on  better  roads. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brig  a  dier-  Gen  e  ra  I . 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  26,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  immediately  supply  their  commands  with 
rations  and  forage  from  tlie  division  supply  trains,  as  much  aS  can  be 
carried  on  the  horses  without  unnecessarily  overloading  them;  and  will 
be  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  possible,  reporting  when  their  commands 
are  in  readiness.  It  is  desirable  that  no  time  shall  be  unnecessarily 
lost.  The  trains,  with  the  exception  of  six  wagon-loads  of  ammunition — 
four  of  Spencer  and  two  of  Sharps — will  return  to  the  vicinity  of  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry  and  there  await  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant’ General. 


‘J2Jt  orEKATlONH  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LV. 

General  Mclntosli  Avill  take  the  forage  and  subsistence  for  t  he  Fifth 
New  York  Ca^'alry  in  wagons,  and  send  the  wagons  back  as  soon  as 
empty. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  AAdlson  ; 

L.  8IEBERT, 

.  I  ss  isf((  Hi  A  (Jjuta  n  f-  Gen  end. 


CiECiTLAij.]  riixpjs.  Third  Division,  ('avalry'  Corps, 

An<imt  1864. 

The  command  will  be  saddled  up  at  4.30  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  ready 
for  any  instant  emergency  that  may  arise. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson  : 

L.  SIEBERT, 
A.ssi,sta)tt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  JMiddee  Military  Division, 

Aufiufit  26,  1864 — morniru/.  . 


(Tcneral  Stevenson  : 


I  sent  last  night  a  division  of  cavalry  to  Rohrersville  or  vicinity. 
Caster  is  at  Sharpsburg,  having  crossed  at  Shepherdstown.  Where 
have  you  the  dismounted  cavalry,  and  have  you  suflBcient  men  in  Fort 
Duncan  and  on  MaiTland  Heights? 

R.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Afajor- General,  Commandmf/. 


Headqi'Arters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Halltown,  IF.  Va.,  A  iuimt  26,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  N.  Dlefie, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division : 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform 
you  that  instead  of  proceeding  to  Cumberland,  Md.,  with  your  com¬ 
mand  as  directed  by  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  154,  current  series, 
from  these  headquarters,  you  will  collect  it  together  at  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  remain  there  for  the  present. 

T  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  BIER, 

.4 ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


IIdqrs.  Military^  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper's  Ferry,  August  26,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Duffie  : 

The  general  commanding  orders  that  you  do  not  move  until  further 
orders,  but  remain  as  at  jiresent  disposed,  or  if  you  have  moved  to 
return  to  Amur  position. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Commanding  officer  at  Point  of  Rocks  will  send  this  (the  foregoing 
disiiatch)  bv  express  courier  to  General  Duffie  if  he  has  moved. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltowny  Augtist  .26',  1864 — 12  noon. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  If  the  enemy’s  cavalry  cross  at  Williamsport,  Wilson  and 
yourself  had  better  unite ;  Wilson  is  atone  of  the  lower  crossings  of 
Antietam.  You  would  then  be  strong  enough  to  take  care  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  until  I  could  get  Merritt’s  division  Avith  you.  I  will 
send  it  as  soon  as  I  learn  they  are  crossing,  and  T  Avill  depend  on  infor¬ 
mation  from  you.  All  quiet  here. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

P.  11.  SHERIDAN, 

}[ajor- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltoivn,  August  26,  1864 — 11.40  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  1  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  all  your  dispatches*  of  to-day  have  been  received,  and  . 
that  he  is  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the  iiromptitude  with  Avhicli 
you  have  forwarded  him  information.  Eitz  Lee  and  Breckinridge’s 
forces  are  between  Shepherdstown  and  Charlestown;  the  general  thinks 
of  the  two,  nearer  the  latter  place.  General  Sheridan  does  not  think 
that  the  cavalry  (enemy’s)  will  cross,  but  wants  you  to  watch  all  the  fords 
well,  and  if  they  do  cross  forward  him  early  information.  General 
Wilson  when  last  heard  from  Avas  at  or  near  Boonsborough ;  he  has  been 
directed  to  act  in  concert  Avith  you,  and  in  case  Lee  crosses  General 
Sheridan  wants  you  to  fight  him  and  clean  him  out.  In  case  of  neces¬ 
sity,  Merritt’s  division  Avitl  be  sent  over  to  assist  you. 

Mudwall  Jackson’s  command  Avas  crushed  at  Shepherdstown  to-day. 

Eespectfully, 

^  JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  tfc. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Boonsborough,  \Md.,\  August  26,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell,  Hagerstown  : 

General:  I’ve  just  received  orders  from  General  Torbert  directing 
me  to  move  to  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg  and  hold  the  Shepherdstown 
fords;  the  same  order  directs  Custer  to  hold  Antietam  Ford,  and  also 
that  I  shall  communicate  this  order  to  you.  I  have  further  heard,  hoAv- 
ever,  through  the  Fifth  XeAv  York  Cavalry,  of  my  command,  now  at 
KeedysAdlle,  that  the  enemy  had  finally  succeeded  in  crossing  above 
Williamsport,  and  that  you  expected  to  fight  him  near  HagerstoAvn.  11 
this  be  the  case  Ave  should  concentrate  and  clean  out  Fitzhugh  Lee  and 
then  look  to  observing  the  movements  of  other  forces.  I  can  march 
from  here  by  5  ]>.  m.  Am  now  issuing  forage  and  rations.  Please  say 
the  AA  ord  and  I’ll  come  to  you,  unless  other  imperatiA^e  orders  should  be 
received. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

B rigadier-  G  en  era  I . 


Not  Ibuud. 
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Greencastle,  August  26,  1864—7,05  p.  m, 
Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

The  signal  officer  on  North  Mountain  reports  that  a  force  of  the 
enemy  are  moving  up  the  river  on  the  Virginia  side  from  Williamsport. 

A.  M.  THAYEK, 

Lieutenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 


Cumberland,  August  26,  1864. 

Captain  Botsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

A  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  seventy  strong,  on  picket 
at  Hutton sville  were  surprised  and  captured  on  the  morning  of  the  24:th ; 
the  men  were  paroled;  horses,  equipments,  and  arms  carried  off.  Jack- 
son’s  guerrillas  are  becoming  very  bold  and  troublesome  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State.  The  100-clays’  men  have  nearly  all  returned  to  their 
homes. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

(Forwarded  to  Major-General  Sheridan.) 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltoivn,  August  26,  1864 — 10.20  p.  in. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Commanding,  Cumherland,  Md. : 

Your  dispatch  informing  Brevet  Major-General  Crook  of  the  capture 
of  seventy  men  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Cavalry,  &c.,  has  been  referred  to 
these  headquarters.  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding 
to  say  that  the  officer  in  command  of  this  party  should  be  immediately 
arrested,  charges  preferred,  and  tried  for  allowing  this  unnecessary 
capture  of  his  command. 

JAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
f/ieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  26,  1864. 

(Eeceived  11.10  a.  m.) 

Brevet  Major-General  Kelley: 

It  has  been  rei>orted  to  General  Halleck  that  you  have  detained 
some  regiments  of  Ohio  National  Guard  after  the  expiration  of  their 
time,  causing  dissatisfaction  in  Ohio.  He  directs  that  you  send  them 
home  at  once  to  be  mustered  out. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook: 

B.  G.-  BIEK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geneml, 


Hancock,  August  26,  1864. 

(Eeceived  8.05  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

I  have  just  seen  some  soldiers  from  Back  Creek,  who  left  there  this 
a.  m.  on  a  scout  to  McCoy’s  Ferry  ;  when  near  the  ferry  they  ran  into 
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about  200  rebels  5  they  then  fell  back  via  Indian  Springs  j  there  met 
their  lieutenant,  commanding  at  Back  Creek,  who  reports,  as  near  as 
could  be  ascertained,  about  6,000  rebels  (cavalry,  with  artillery)  mov¬ 
ing  this  way  on  the  Cherry  Bun  road;  they  evacuated  Back  Creek 
about  noon.  Also  received  information  from  Fairview  that  the  rebels 
were  crossing  into  Maryland,  at  Williamsport  and  other  places.  I  will 
report  again  when  I  get  anything  reliable. 

E.  J.  C.  HULL, 

Operator. 


Headquarters, 
Vumberland^  August  26.,  1864. 

Capt.  Daniel  Sheets, 

Commanding  Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  scout,  to  consist  of 
fifty  men,  via  Patterson’s  Creek,  Sheets’  Mill,  and  Mechanics[burg]  Gap, 
to  Komney,  returning  via  Springfield  to  camp.  A  prompt  report  of  this, 
as  well  as  all  expeditions  of  like  character  in  the  future,  is  requested. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Separate  Brig.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore.  Md.,  August  26^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  yours  of  this  dajs  asking  for  a  report  of  my 
observations  during  my  recent  tour  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  visited  all  the  coast  of  Somerset  and 
Worcester  Counties  and  all  the  troops  there  stationed,  including  those 
at  Salisbury.  I  supplied  the  posts,  which  I  regarded  as  meagerly  filled, 
particularly  those  on  the  Pocomoke  Sound.  I  found  tlie  people  consid¬ 
erably  alarmed,  but  greatly  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  troops  and  the 
steps  taken  for  tbeir  safety.  The  recent  disturbances  in  that  vicinity 
were  not  of  the  magnitude  stated,  and  there  need  not  now  be  any  appre¬ 
hension  of  a  repetition.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  cavalry  company 
of  Captain  Smith  should  be  replaced  by  one  more  strange  to  the  people. 
I  would  mention  here  that  the  two  men  of  this  company  who  were  cap¬ 
tured  and  reported  either  murdered  or  drowned  have,  I  am  informed, 
turned  up  at  Eastville,  Va.  I  also  report  that  1  took  measures  for  the 
security  of  the  islands  of  the  Chesai)eake  off  these  counties,  which 
api)rehended  a  raid  with  a  view  to  conscription,  and  that  I  am  sure  no 
such  insane  i)roject  will  now  be  attempted.  I  could  not  hear  anything 
to  confirm  the  report  of  there  being  a  considerable  number  of  rebels  in 
Talbot  County,  but  was  not  able  to  go  there  because  of  being  detained 
by  repeated  storms.  I  propose,  however,  doing  so  in  a  day  or  so,  if  it 
be  deemed  judicious;  if  not,  of  dispatching  a  staff  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Com  man  ding. 
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Chambersburg,  August  WO  I. 

(Eeceived  7.20  p.  in.) 

MaJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  iStaff: 

Enemy  have  withdrawn  their  artillery  from  ojiposite  Williamsport. 
Our  forces  hold  the  fords.  Early  reported  with  his  main  body  near 
Shepherdstown. 


1).  ^7.  COUCH, 

Major-Gener((I. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Susquehanna, 

No.  198.  )  Chamhershurg^  Pa.,  Augnsf  26‘,  ItiOJ. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  U.  S.  V^olunteers,  military  com¬ 
mander,  Philadeliihia,  Pa.,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Bloomsburg, 
Pa.,  and  assume  command  of  the  IJ.  S.  troops  in  Columbia  County. 

#  •  *  *  #  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major- General  Coucli: 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Head<,)Uarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamhershurg,  Fa.,  August  20,  W04. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Loudon  Gap  : 

Sir:  There  will  be  a  force  of  our  cavalry  at  McConnellsburg  this 
afternoon.  Make  arrangements  with  the  commanding  officer  there  to 
keep  you  informed  should  the  enemy  enter  the  valley  of  McConnells¬ 
burg.  We  also  have  cavalry  at  Mercersburg.  It  will  be  well  during 
the  present  excitement  to  have  a  lieutenant  with  fifteen  men  at  the 
lower  fort  in  the  direction  of  Loudon,  to  be  ready  to  stop  up  road  upon 
positive  information  that  the  rebels  are  approaching  the  mountain. 
You  will  keep  your  men  well  in  hand  and  allow  no  more  straggling  and 
thieving  from  the  poor  peoide  down  the  mountain. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

1).  N.  COUCH, 

Major-Genera  I,  Comm  an  ding  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  26,  W04. 
Capt.  William  Burgess,  Loudon  : 

Captain:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  enemy  are  in  large  force  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  their 
line  extending  from  Shepherdstown  to  Clear  Spring,  and  requests  that 
you  get  your  company  together  and  be  in  readiness  to  assist  Captain 
Walker  in  Path  Valley,  or  the  troops  on  the  road  leading  from  Loudon 
to  McConnellsburg,  to  resist  their  advance  should  they  cross  and  move 
in  in  that  direction.  A  small  force,  pro])erly  disposed  of  in  those 
mountain  roads,  may  be  the  means  of  keeping  a  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  back  and  cause  them  much  annoyance. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamhershurg^  Fa.,  Augnst  ^6‘,  1864. 

Major  SziNK, 

Comdg.  Battalion  {lOO-days^)  Pennsylvania  Volunteers : 

Ma.tor:  The  comuiaudiiig  general  directs  that  yon  station  a  picket 
of  twenty  men  at  Tnrkey  Foot,  on  the  Warm  Si)rings  road,  whose  duty 
it  will  be  to  see  that  no  suspicions  persons  pass,  and  that  no  one  except¬ 
ing  those  able  to  give  an  account  of  themselves  |be  allowed]  to  come 
into  town.  The  officers  in  charge  must  be  vigilant  and  active.  1  will 
send  yon  a  mounted  man  who  will  go  with  the  party  and  carry  any 
information  of  importance  to  these  headquarters. 

1  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chambersbtirg^  Fa.^  August  26,  1864. 

Capt.  Samuel  Walker: 

Captain  :  The  (‘.ommauding  general  requests  that  you  get  your  com¬ 
pany  together,  and  with  axes  and  rides  proceed  to  defend  the  roads 
through  the  gap  between  Fanuettsburg  and  Burnt  Cabins.  You  must 
also  have  pickets  at  Loudon  and  be  in  readiness  when  they  inform 
you  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  have  the  roads  above  mentioned 
made  inaccessible  by  felling  trees  and  other  obstructions,  and  thus 
defend  the  same  by  bushwhacking,  &c.  There  is  no  enemy  rexiorted 
north  of  the  Potomac  yet,  but  there  is  no  doubt  about  there  being  a 
large  force  on  the  south  side,  and  it  will  be  well  for  the  Government 
and  yourself  to  be  in  readiness  to  meet  any  advance  they  might  make 
in  your  direction.  Please  state  by  the  bearer  what  action  you  intend 
taking  and  the  probable  success. 

I  am,  cajitain,  very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  8.  SCHULTZE, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mercersburg,  August  26,  1864. 

Major-General  Couch  : 

There  is  a  point  on  the  Valley  road  from  Clear  Sx^ring  to  this  x^lace 
that  could  be  easily  blockaded  so  that  100  men,  well  x)osted,  could  beat 
back  1,000. 

JAMES  O.  CAKSOFT. 


Pittsburg,  August  26,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Bowley, 

Commanding  Bistriet  of  the  Monongahela  : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  you  with  the  following 
rex^ort  : 

Agreeably  with  orders  I  left  this  city  on  Saturday  moi-ning,  the  liOth 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Erie,  in  this  State,  and  other  points 
on  the  Lake  and  Canadian  shore,  to  ascertain  the  facts  connected  with 
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apprehended  disturbances  on  the  Canadian  line,  liobert  Taggert  hav¬ 
ing  been  placed  under  my  directions,  I  sent  him  to  Cleveland  for  the 
same  object.  On  arriving  in  Erie  I  i:)resented  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
leading  citizens,  to  whom  I  communicated  my  mission.  I  was  kindly 
introduced  to  other  prominent  persons,  and  was  offered  assistance  and 
co-operation.  From  these  interviews  I  ascertained  that  no  trouble  was 
really  anticipated  in  that  quarter,  although  such  was  not  impossible. 
I  got  a  good  knowledge  of  the  harbor;  as  there  is  but  one  entrance 
it  could  be  easily  defended  from  marine  invasion.  Erie  being  the  port 
of  tlie  Michigan,  the  only  Government  vessel  on  the  lake,  an  attempt 
to  capture  lier  might  be  made,  but  she  was  at  Johnson’s  Island  and 
fully  prepared  for  any  such  attack.  Many  Canadians  were  coming 
over  seeking  work,  but  though  this  occasioned  suspicion  it  was  capable 
of  easy  explanation,  labor  commanding  a  higher  x^rice  in  the  States 
than  in  Canada.  1  was  informed  that  considerable  smuggling  is  car¬ 
ried  on  between  the  two  shores  by  fishing  vessels.  During  the  former 
draft  many  enrolled  men  crossed  the  lake  at  this  i)oint  and  tarried  in 
Canada  till  their  i^ersonal  ax)prehension  subsided.  The  provost-mar¬ 
shal  of  the  district  has  made  his  headquarters  at  Waterford,  a  little 
town  about  fifteen  miles  distant.  The  people  comx)lained  of  the  incon¬ 
venience  thus  occasioned,  and  1  was  requested  to  lay  the  matter  before 
you,  and  if  possible  have  his  office  removed  to  Erie.  1  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  means  of  defense  in  Erie,  and  ascertained  that  there  are  six 
heavy  guns  belonging  to  the  Michigan  in  the  Government  warehouse 
which  are  on  trucks ;  these  could  be  placed  on  the  wharf,  and,  if  needed, 
do  effective  service;  there  is  x^lenty  of  shot,  but  no  i^owder;  there  are 
also  two  G-pounder  brass  pieces  in  the  town.  A  Mr.  William  Lutz,  who 
has  been  a  first  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  was  discharged  on  account 
of  wounds,  is  anxious  to  have  a  comi)any  of  artillery  under  his  control; 
he  might  be  a  careful  person  if  such  an  organization  was  deemed 
advisalde.  I  remained  at  Erie  two  days,  and  on  being  informed  that 
the  provost-marshal  at  Buffalo  had  taken  measures  to  investigate  the 
extent  of  the  rumored  danger,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  j^roceed  thither 
and  consult  with  him.  Mr.  Taggert  reported  to  me  that  all  was  quiet 
at  Cleveland;  but  as  he  had  obtained  information  from  the  authorities 
there  that  the  consul  at  Toronto  had  advised  them  to  look  out  for  a 
susx)icious  person  who  had  left  that  city,  I  directed  him  to  proceed  to 
the  Clifton  House,  Canada,  and  try  and  obtain  some  clue  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual. 

On  arriving  at  Buffalo  I  called  upon  the  provost-marshal,  who  brought 
me  in  communication  with  an  officer  who  had  been  appointed  for  the 
Xmrpose  of  investigating  affairs  connected  with  the  rumored  troubles 
in  that  locality.  He  gave  me  a  statement  of  what  he  knew.  He  had 
intercepted  letters  which  indicated  the  holding  of  meetings  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  forming  secret  organizations,  &c.  He  had  detectives  at  differ¬ 
ent  x)laces  who  informed  liim  that  there  are  a  number  of  rebel  officers 
in  Canada  who  alleged  they  Avere  there  under  orders.  In  all  cases  these 
were  educated,  reticent,  and  shrewd  men.  They  held  secret  meetings, 
but  admitted  no  Canadians  to  their  deliberations,  excluding  even  those 
who  expressed  symx)athy  and  friendship.  Many  of  these  Avore  the  rebel 
uniforms,  and  Avere  not  mere  convalescents  as  some  supi^osed.  The 
provost-marshal  had  been  unable  to  detect  any  alarming  organization. 
He  did  not  fear  any  trouble  unless  it  might  be  from  a  feAV  hundred  bold 
men  aaTio  Avould  seize  a  vessel  in  the  night,  cross  the  river,  burn  the 
city,  and  then  scatter.  He  said  the  Canadians  aa  ould  not  permit  any 
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open  act  of  hostile  organization.  It  was  believed  that  a  demonstration 
was  to  have  been  made  some  time  ago  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  onr 
available  forces  to  that  quarter  in  order  to  enable  raiding  parties  to 
invade  Pennsylvania  in  the  absence  of  onr  troops.  I  was' assured  that 
if  any  information  of  importance  could  be  obtained  the  facts  would  be 
immediately  communicated  to  me.  I  went  from  Bnflalo  to  Niagara  Falls 
(having  previously  dispatched  Mr.  Taggert  home);  I  remained  but  one 
day  and  a  half,  spending  much  of  the  time  at  the  Clifton  House,  where 
disloyalty  is  outspoken.  I  paid  attention  to  conversations,  but  learned 
nothing  to  excite  suspicion  of  overt  acts  of  invasion.  I  then  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed  to  Cleveland  in  a  steamer  in  order  to  glean  what  in¬ 
formation  I  nould  from  Canadians  and  others  who  I  ascertained  were 
going  over  in  the  boat  on  tlieir  journey  to  the  Chicago  Convention.  As 
I  did  not  Avear  my  uniform  there  was  much  said  in  my  presence  during 
the  Amyage  that  otherAvise  aa  ould  probably  not  have  been  spoken.  I 
Avas  surprised  and  pained  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  many  of  the  persons 
on  board;  the  vindictive  expressions  of  these  men  against  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  Government  was  mortifying  to  a  lover  of  his  country, 
and  how  much  more  so  to  the  ears  of  an  officer  in  its  service.  Open 
treason  Ave  can  repel  Avith  force,  but  the  malignity  of  men  who  traduce 
and  do  all  in  their  power  to  aa  eaken  faith  in  the  Government,  and  yet 
profess  to  be  loyal,  is  hard  to  be  borne  with  in  silence.  I  fear  aa  e  will 
have  some  trouble  with  rebel  sympathizers  before  the  coming  Avinter. 
At  Cleveland  I  could  hear  nothing  of  importance,  and  so  returned 
immediately  to  this  city,  arriving  last  evening  at  9  o’clock. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  HARPER, 

First  Lieut,  and  Si)eeial  Aide- de- Camp.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


War  Department, 

August  26.,  1864. 

Governor  Brough, 

Columhus : 

The  following  telegram  from  General  Sheridan  Avill  satisfy  you  that 
there  is  no  ground  of  complaint  by  your  volunteers: 

Geueral  Crook  was  directed  some  days  ago  to  liavo  all  the  100-days’  men  in  his 
department  sent  home  to  he  mustered  out;  it  shall  ho  attended  to  at  once. 

The  troops  are  probably  now,  or  soon  will  be,  on  the  way. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  J).  C.,  August  26^  1864 — 11.50  a.  m. 


Governor  Brough, 

Columhus.,  Ohio: 

General  Sheridan  has  been  directed  to  discharge  all  men  Avhose  term 
has  expired. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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IlALLTOWN,  W. 
Lieuteiiaiit-Geiieral  Grant  : 


A^A.,  August  27^  1804 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  28tli.) 


The  enemy  fell  back  from  my  front  last  night,  taking  i)osition  at 
Smithfield  and  Leetown.  Their  demonstrations  to  cross  the  river  up 
toward  AVilliamsport  so  far  are  feints.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
your  theory  about  drawing  them  back  will  prove  itself  correct.  I  will 
watch  closely.  I  captured  101  prisoners  yesterday.  Since  Kershaw 
came  into  the  Valley  I  have  captured  nearly  500  of  his  men. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- Oeneral. 


[August  27, 1864. — For  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  p.  21.] 


AVashington,  D.  0.,  August  27^  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

There  is  a  considerable  panic  in  AVest  A^irginia  from  apprehended 
rebel  raids  to  destroy  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  while  Early  is 
holding  you  in  check  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  Lave  no  troops  to  send 
to  that  department,  and  must  leave  its  protection  entirely  to  your 
forces. 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Halltown,  AA^.  Va.,  August  27 ^  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

1  liave  dismounted  the  few  remaining  mounted  men  of  Genera^ 
Duffie’s  division  and  will  send  them  to  Cumberland  to  quiet  the  fears 
of  the  people  there.  No  rebels  have  crossed  the  river.  McCausland 
and  Jackson  are  here  and  all  the  cavalry.  The  force  which  Fitz  Lee 
had  in  vicinity  of  AVilliamsport  fell  back  to  Martinsburg  last  night, 
and  the  whole  rebel  army  fell  back  to  Smithfield  and  Leetown.  They 
must  cross  the  river  or  leave  the  Valley;  the  indications  are  that  it 
will  be  the  latter. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  AV.  A^A.,  August  27^  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  AI.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  suppose  you  are  fully  advised  through  General  Sheridan  of  the 
present  status.  The  enemy  left  our  front  last  night  and  went  in  the 
direction  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  has  drawn  in  all  his  detachments,  and  is 
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tlioug'lit  to  be  concentrating  at  Sinithfiekl  to-nigbt.  Whether  tliis  is 
preparatory  to  a  movement  np  the  Valley  or  into  Pennsylvania  is 
uncertain,  but  indications  are  of  the  former.  His  cavalry  is  withdrawn 
from  the  fords.  Sheridan’s  cavalry  is  watching  the  enemy  closely. 
The  infantry  have  not  as  yet  broken  camp,  but  will  probably  be  put  in 
motion  to-morrow.  Twelve  hours  will  certainly  disclose  the  piiriiose  of 
the  enemy. 

N.  P.  OHIPMAN, 
Colonel  mid  Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltown,  Va.,  August  27^  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Corps  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow.  The  following  will  be  the 
allowance  of  transportation;  one  wagon  and  one  spring- wagon  for 
corps,  division,  and  brigade  headquarters;  the  ammunition  trains  and 
ambulances,  and  also  medical  supply  wagons;  necessary  transportation 
for  intrenching  tools.  All  other  wagons  and  vehicles  will  be  parked 
inside  the  fortifications  at  Bolivar  Heights  to  await  further  orders 
from  these  headquarters.  The  men  will  be  supplied  with  three  days’ 
rations,  which  will  be  required  to  last  four  days. 

By  command  of  Major-G eneral  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo.^  Va.^  August  27.,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  reports,  Avell  authenticated, 
were  brought  in  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  to  the  effect  that  a  force 
of  the  enemy  numbering  about  100  were  occupying  the  country  in  our 
immediate  vicinity,  having  been  seen  yesterday  immediately  east  of 
Fairfax  Court-House,  and  this  morning  between  this  point  and  Vienna. 
Mosby,  with  a  few  men,  was  reported  as  having  been  seen  to-day  in 
Fairfax  Court-House.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  the  immedi¬ 
ate  neighborhood  and  the  country  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  in  our 
front  is  reported  as  overrun  by  small  parties,  1  sent  Major  Horton,  with 
about  220  men,  all  that  could  be  sent  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York, 
including  one  company  from  Annaudale,  to  make  a  thorough  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  country  between  here  and  Goose  Creek  and  beyond,  as  far 
as  consistent  with  success.  Mosby,  in  his  attack  on  Annaudale,  had 
with  him  350  men,  as  is  reported  by  a  daughter  of  Yankee  Davis  and 
the  lady  who  went  with  her  with  a  letter  concerning  Doctor  Boyle  to¬ 
day  to  your  headquarters.  One  of  them  counted  them,  she  reports,  as 
he  passed  their  house. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorlc  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltoum,  W.  Va.,  August  27^  1864. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Crook  has  pushed  out  his  skirmish  line  to  nearly  where  the 
enemy’s  guns  were  yesterday;  push  forward  yours,  with  sui)ports,  and 
lind  if  the  enemy  have  withdrawn  their  skirmish  line  in  your  front. 

.  P.  II.  SriElHDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Boonshorough^  August  27 ^  1864 — 3  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  Lieutenant  Noyes,  of  my  staff,  has  just  returned  from 
Averell,  at  Hagerstown,  and  reports  that  u})  to  dusk  last  night  no 
rebels  had  crossed  the  river  anywhere.  I  send  you  a  note*  from 
A[verell]  dated  6.40  p.  m.  Noyes  came  back  by  Sharpsburg.  Colonel 
Hammond,  at  midnight,  reported  all  (piiet  at  Shepherdstown.  Noyes 
saw  him  and  says  there  are  no  indications  of  a  crossing  by  the  rebels. 
The  fords  are  strongly  watched,  and  any  attempt  woidd  be  vigorously 
met.  I  shall  move  at  daylight  and  in  accordance  with  iirevious  instruc¬ 
tions,  having  heard  nothing  from  you  or  General  Torbert  since  yester¬ 
day  morning.  The  river  had  raised  six  inches  last  night;  it  has  raised 
a  good  deal  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

*  Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

On  Hager  stolen  Pihe,  near  Mercersvilley  August  27  y  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff y  General  Sheridan  : 

A  company  of  infantry  has  just  passed  here  belonging  to  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Ohio,  of  which  the  commanding  officer  reiiorts  that  he  was  cut 
off  at  the  Back  Creek  bridge  the  day  before  yesterday  by  a  force  of 
rebel  cavalry  about  400  in  number.  He  states  that  in  order  to  prevent 
the  capture  of  himself  and  company  he  crossed  the  Potomac  and  is  now 
returning  to  his  command  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  Lie  says  the  bridge  was 
burnt  about  half  an  hour  after  he  had  left.  I  have  just  received  a  note 
from  General  Averell,  dated  1  p.  m.,  in  Avhich  he  says  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry  has  withdraAvn  from  the  river  at  Williamsport  and  above;  that  a 
detachment  of  his  crossed  at  Dam  No.  5  last  night,  discovering  indica¬ 
tions  of  a  retreat.  Breckinridge’s  corps  moved  yesterday  at  2  p.  m.  to 
Big  Spring,  beyond  Martinsburg,  covered,  he  thinks,  by  Fitz  Lee’s 
cavalry.  The  general  further  says  that  he  has  sent  a  reconnoitering 
party  in  the  direction  of  Martinsburg  to  find  the  enemy.  I  shall  start 
similar  parties  at  once. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

On  Haf/erstoiCii  Pilie^  near  Mercerville^ 

August  27 j  1864 — 3.45  j).  ni. 

Lieiiteuaiit-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staffs  General  Sheridan^  HarpeCs  Ferry  : 

General  Torbert  passed  by  here  to  Hagerstown  an  hour  ago.  My 
division  isherej  Custer  near  Sliepberdstown.  No  indications  of  move¬ 
ments  by  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  my  signal  station  is  established  shall 
communicate  often. 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

5.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltou'n,  Ya.j  August  27 ,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division  : 

General  :  General  Torbert  went  over  to  see  you  to-day.  The  enemy 
last  night  concentrated  at  Smithfield  and  Leetown,  those  in  my  front 
falling  back  to  Smithfield,  or  to  some  point  between  it  and  Charlestown. 
Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  fell  back  toward  Martin sburg  and  to  a  point  twelve 
miles  from  Williamsport.  The  indications  are  that  they  will  fall  back 
perhaps  out  of  the  Valley.  '  The  enemy  this  evening  advanced  a  skir¬ 
mish  line  toward  Charlestown.  I  want  you  back  here  as  soon  as  things 
are  a  little  more  developed.  Tell  Torbert  to  order  back  Custer.  The 
enemy  have  either  to  cross  the  river  or  quit  the  Valley,  leaving  a  mini¬ 
mum  force  to  oppose  me.  The  indications  are  that  their  projected  cam¬ 
paign  is  a  failure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  IT.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Halltmni,  Va.,  August  27,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Comnumding  Third  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  The  indications  are  that  the  rebel  army  is  falling  back  to 
leave  the  Valley.  I  want  you  to  move  your  command  to  the  Shei)herds- 
town  Ford  at  once,  and  if  my  information  is  correct  you  will  get  orders 
to  join  me  quickly,  crossing  at  that  ford.  If  General  Torbert  is  with 
you  show  him  this.  I  will  order  Averell  by  Martinsburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  G  enera  I,  Com  man  ding. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Three  Miles  north  of  Sharpsburg,  August  27,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 

General:  Your  dispatcli  of  G  p.  m.  is  just  received,  I  will  move 
down  to  Shepherdstown  at  4.20  a.  m.  Have  sent  the  dispatch  to  Tor¬ 
bert  at  Hagerstown.  The  indications  of  a  retreat  are  the  same  all 
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along  the  river.  A  mail  from  my  command,  taken  prisoner  at  Kearns’ 
Station,  lias  just  come  in;  left  Wickham’s  command  at  Hainestown 
[Hainesville]  yesterday.  The  defense,  or  rather  show  of  it,  at  Williams¬ 
port  prevented  an  attempt  at  crossing.  He  says  nothing  of  their  giv¬ 
ing  up  the  design  of  invasion,  but  thinks  they  are  a  little  uncertain. 
He  says  they  have  two  divisions  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  Pickett’s  and 
Kershaw’s,  beyond  any  doubt.  Fitzhugh  Lee  commands  all  the  cavalry. 
Lomax  relie v^ed  Bradley  Johnson  in  command  of  the  Valley  cavalry,  and 
that  two  divisions  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia  cavalry  are  with  them, 
one  of  them  under  Morgan.  Supposed  that  Averell  liad  sent  in  this 
information.  I  have  sent  scouts  over  the  river. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brujadier-  Oeneral. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

•  August  27,  1864 — 11.45  X).  m. 

The  command  will  move  at  precisely  4  a.  m.  August  28  to  Shepherds- 
town,  in  the  following  order:  first,  McIntosh’s  brigade,  with  Fitzhugh’s 
battery;  second,  ambulances,  ammunition  train ;  third.  Chapman’s  bri¬ 
gade,  with  Pennington’s  battery. 

All  pickets  will  be  drawn  in  at  daylight  or  in  sufficient  time  to  join 
the  column  while  crossing. 

General  McIntosh  will  move  without  further  notice  at  precisely  the 
hour  indicated. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Boonsborough,  August  27,  1864 — 3.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  McIntosh,  Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  Lieutenant  Noyes  has  just  returned  from  Hagerstown 
via  Sharp sburg.  No  rebels  of  any  kind  had  crossed  to  the  north  side 
of  Potomac  up  to  dark,  but  they  were  making  strong  movements  look¬ 
ing  to  that  step.  Fitzhugh  Lee’s  cavalry,  8,000  strong,  were  at  Har- 
risville  [Hainesville]  (I  don’t  know  where  that  is)  last  night.  Please 
order  Hammond  to  move  his  entire  regiment  to  the  fords  at  Shepherds- 
towu  at  once,  and  send  another  regiment  to  his  assistance  without 
delay.  The  balance  of  the  command  will  hold  on  here  till  further 
orders.  • 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  * 

Augtist  27,  1864. 

General  McIntosh,  Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  The  following  dispatch  from  General  Averell,  just  re¬ 
ceived,  is  furnished  for  your  information : 

General:  Your  note  just  received.  Enemy’s  cavalry  has  been  withdrawn  from 
the  river  at  Williamsport  .and  above.  A  detachment  of  mine  crossed  at  Dam  5  last 
night,  and  reconnoitered  the  enemy’s  left  flanh  and  rear,  discovering  indications  of 
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a  retreat.  Breckinridge^s  corps  moved  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday  to  Big  Spring,  beyond 
Martiusburg.  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  is,  I  tliiuk,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  infan¬ 
try.  Saint  James  is  still,  I  think,  the  best  place  for  you  to-night,  as  from  that  point 
you  can  reach  any  ford  below  Williamsport  by  direct  route.  I  have  sent  reconnoi- 
tering  party  in  direction  of  Martinsburg  to  find  the  enemy. 

The  general  desires  that  you  send  small  scouting  parties  across  the 
river  to-night  to  find  out  what  the  enemy  are  doing  and  where  they  are. 
lie  directs  that  your  pickets  connect  with  those  of  Averell  on  your 
right  and  with  Custer’s  on  your  left;  that  you  send  patrolling  and 
rec.onnoitering  parties  up  to  Dam  No.  4,  and  keep  a  constant  and  watch¬ 
ful  eye  on  all  the  fords  on  your  front. 

I  remain,  general,  very  res]mctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBPAiT, 

A ssistant  Adj utant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

A^lgust  27.;  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

Information  from  General  Sheridan  is  that  the  enemy  has  fallen  back. 
Please  communicate  with  your  regiment  at  the  river,  and  have  scout¬ 
ing  parties  sent  at  once.  We  are  ordered  to  Shepherdstown,  and  shall 
move  very  early. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ilalltonm,  T7i.,  August  27^  1864 — 7  j).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commandmg  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  Tlie  indications  are  that  the  rebel  army  are  about  leaving 
the  Valley.  As  soon  as  you  find  such  to  be  the  case,  join  me  via  Mar¬ 
tinsburg.  I  will  follow  them.  General  Wilson  has  been  ordered  to 
Shei)herdstown  Ford  to  join  me,  crossing  there  when  my  information 
is  confirmed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  11.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


(Ajmberland,  Aug^ist  27,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell: 

General  :  Yours  per  Colonel  Moore  was  duly  received.  I  regret  I 
cannot  comply  with  your  request  in  regard  to  relieving  the  Eighth  Ohio 
before  the  arrival  of  troops  to  take  their  place.  The  picket  at  Huttons- 
yille,^ seventy  strong,  was  surprised  and  captured  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  last,  which  has  i)roduced  great  excitement  and  alarm  in  that  part 
of  the  State.  As  soon  as  troops  arrive  I  will  relieve  the  detachment 
and  send  it  forward  at  once.  Please  send  up  a  courier  daily  to  Han¬ 
cock  and  keep  me  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Telegraph 
line  working  to  Hancock, 

In  haste,  I  am,  yours,  &c. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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(JUMBKRLANl),  AlUJUfit  27,  1864. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

A.ssistmit  Adjutant- General : 

I  (lid  not  receive  General  Crook’s  order  to  send  the  Ohio  National 
Guard  home  till  23d  instant,  since  whicli  time  troops  have  been  sent 
forward  as  fast  as  transportation  could  be  furnished.  They  have  all 
gone  except  one  regiment,  which  is  guarding  the  railroad  between  here 
and  Back  Creek.  This  regiment  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  cars  can  be 
had.  When  this  regiment  leaves  the  railroad  will  be  entirely  without 
guard  below  here.  Trains  to  Hancock  will  have  to  be  discontinued  for 
fear  of  capture. ' 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  M ajar- General. 


General  Kelley: 


Hancock,  August  27^  1864. 

(Beceived  7.40  a.  m.) 


Information  received  this  a.  m.  The  rebels  are  picketing  strong  from 
Four  Locks  to  Williamsport,  with  artillery  at  Williamsport.  Informa¬ 
tion  also  received  that  General  Sheridan  has  fallen  back  to  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  the  rebels  are  fortifying  at  Halltown.  I  received  further 
information  that  Back  Creek  bridge  is  not  burned.  If  you  think  it  advis¬ 
able,  I  will  proceed  carefully  down  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of  things; 
if  not,  to  take  the  train  further  than  Cherry  Kun,  and  from  there  send  a 
scouting  party.  Please  answer. 

P.  B.  PETRIE, 

Captain. 


Cumberland,  August  27^  1864. 

Cai)tain  Petrie, 

Hancock : 

You  can  send  a  scout  down  on  hand  car,  but  do  not  run  an  engine 
below  Hancock  till  we  can  learn  more  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Send  a  messenger  by  turnpike  to  General  Averell  and  give  him  all  the 
information  you  have,  and  ask  him  to  give  me  the  latest  he  has.  His 
headquarters  is  between  tiagerstown  and  Sharpsburg. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hancock,  August  27^  1864. 

General  Kelley: 

Scout  just  returned  from  Back  Creek  bridge.  All  safe;  no  enemy 
to  be  heard  of.  Guards  ran  off  to  Hagerstown. 

P.  B.  PETRIE, 

Captain. 


Headquarters, 
Cumberland,  August  27,  1864. 

Col.  C.  Marker  : 

Permit  me,  through  this  medium,  of  expressing  to  the  officers  and 
inen  of  the  One  humired  and  hfty-sixth  Ohio  National  Guard  my  heart¬ 
felt  thanks  for  the  earnest  and  devoted  co-operation  I  have  always 
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received  from  them  during  the  time  they  were  attached  to  my  command. 
Called  out  iu  a  time  of  our  country's  great  need,  their  alacrity  in  volun¬ 
teering  has  been  well  sustained  by  the  fine  name  they  have  so  nobly 
won  during  their  term  of  service.  During  the  recent  attack  on  this 
X)lace  by  the  combined  forces  of  Generals  McCausland  and  Bradley  T. 
Johnson  it  was  my  pleasure  to  Avitness  the  steady  line  your  regiment 
maintained  under  a  heavy  fire,  as  also  the  accuracy  with  which  they 
returned  the  shots  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  Knowing  as  I  do, 
colonel,  the  great  representative  farming  interest  in  your  regiment,  I 
can  well  realize  with  what  self-sacrificing  devotion  it  so  readily  and 
earnestly  responded  to  the  call  of  your  noble  executive,  and  I  feel 
that  as  soon  as  possible  many  members  of  your  regiment  Avill  again  be 
in  the  service  battling  for  the  Union  and  its  flag. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Chamrerkburg,  Pa.,  August  J27,  1864. 

(Beceived  1.15  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  signal  officers  reports  all  quiet  at  and  above  Williamsport  this 
morning.  The  enemy  can  be  seen  only  at  one  ]3oint,  oi)xiosite  Cherry 
Kun  on  the  Virginia  side,  and  in  small  force. 


D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major- General. 


Greeneastle,  August  27,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  S.  SCHULTZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  am  informed  by  signal  that  the  force  at  Cherry  Run  made  a  slight 
demonstration  this  forenoon,  but  did  not  get  across.  I  am  also 
informed  that  the  enemy  are  moving  toAvard  Hancock.  This  last 
report  the  signal  officer  gets  from  citizens.  He  has  only  seen  a  small 
force  moving  up  the  river  and  that  Avas  last  night. 

A.  M.  THAYER, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


City  Point,  Va.,  August  28,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan, 

Halltoivn,  Va.  : 

If  you  are  so  situated  as  to  feel  the  enemy  strongly  without  com¬ 
promising  the  safety  of  your  iiosition,  I  think  it  advisable  to  do  so.  I 
do  not  knoAV  positively  that  any  troops  have  returned  yet  from  the 
Valley,  but  think  you  Avill  find  the  enemy  in  your  immediate  front 
Aveaker  than  you  are.  We  are  quiet  here,  the  enemy  having  abandoned 
the  idea  of  driving  us  from  the  Weldon  road,  at  least  with  his  present 
force. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  tenan  t-  General. 
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Washington,  D.  ().,  Auinint  18(>4 — 2  p.  m. 

Major-d eiieral  Sheridan, 

Raiper^s  Ferry  : 

General  Hunter  lias  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  Deiiartment  of 
West  Virginia.  General  Crook  has  been  named  for  the  jilace.  Would 
theehange  meet  your  wishes  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CiTARLES^rowN,  W.  Va.,  A  nc/ust  38,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(deceived  1.25  a.  m.  20th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallecic, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Your  dispatch  of  2  ]>.  m.  relative  to  the  assignment  of  General  Crook 
to  the  eommand  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  received.  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  General  Crook  be  aiiiiointed  to  that  eommand. 

Ik  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


[August  28,  1804. — Eor  Sheridan  to  Halleck,  reporting  o])erations, 
&e,,  see  p.  22.  | 


Wau  Department, 

Washinyton  City,  Auyust  28,  1864  — 8  p.  m. 

Colonel  Chipman, 

Harper'’ 8  Ferry : 

What  news  have  you  to-day  ?  We  have  heard  nothing. 

FT>Wm  M.  STANTON. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  28,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  10.25  p.  m.) 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


1  was  at  General  Sheridan’s  tent  at  sunrise  this  a.  m.  He  had 
learned  nothing  definite  as  to  the  movement  of  the  enemy  at  that  time. 
The  army  moved  out  about  9  this  morning  and  are  to-night  encamped 
in  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown.  The  cavalry  have  been  feeling  of  enemy. 
Firing  was  heard  to-diiy,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  anything 
from  the  front.  Sent  couriers  to-night,  who  will  return  before  morning. 
Can  hear  of  no  enemy  up  or  down  the  river  except  from  operator  at 
Muddy  Branch,  which  you  have  seen. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Cam}). 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  18.  )  ^  Rear  Halltown,  Va.,  August  28,  1864. 

1.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  Kingsbury,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  tem- 
])orarily  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant-general.  Middle  Military 
Division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  resiiected  accordingly. 
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2.  Surg’.  James  T.  (Iliiseliu,  IJ.  8.  Army,  having*  reported  at  these 
headcpiarters,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Armies  of 
the  IJnited  States,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  medical  director, 
Middle  Military  Division,  and  will  relieve  Surg.  H.  W.  Owings,  Second 
Eastern  Shore  Maryland  Volunteers,  now  acting  in  that  capacity. 
Surgeon  Owings,  upon  being  relieved,  will  report  for  duty  to  Brevet 
Major-General  Crook,  commanding  Department  of  West  Virginia. 

#  *  *  .  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

A.  E.  HAYDEis^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Near  Halltoivn.,  V«.,  August  28^  1861. 

The  command  will  move  from  its  present  position  at  7  a.  iti.  to-day 
in  the  following  order  and  designated  lines  of  march : 

The  Sixth  Army  Corps  will  march  across  the  country  until  it  reaches 
Flowing  Spring.  The  corps  will  be  halted  at  the  spring  and  there  wait 
further  orders. 

The  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  will  march  via  the 
Halltown  and  Charlestown  pike,  the  command  to  be  halted  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown  and  wait  further  orders. 

The  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook  will  march  across  the 
country  to  the  left  of  the  Halltown  and  Charlestown  jiike,  and  at  a 
distance  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile  froiii  the  same.  On  his  arrival  in 
the  vicinity  of  Charlestown  General  Crook  Avill  halt  his  command  and 
wait  further  orders. 

The  authorized  wagons  and  ambulances  with  the  coiqis  will  be  guarded 
and  controlled  by  coriis  commanders,  and  will  follow  their  respective 
corps. 

Colonel  Currie’s  brigade,  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  will  not 
accompany  the  corps,  but  the  brigade  commander  will  report  for  orders 
to  Brigadier-General  Stevenson,  commanding  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 
W.  Va. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
JAeutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  ktaff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoivny  Fu.,  August  28j  1864 — 7.40  p.  ni. 
Cori)s  and  other  independent  commanders  will  have  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  march  at  5  o’clock  to-morrow  morning.  Further  si)ecial 
instructions  will  be  sent  to  them  during  the  night. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington.^  D.  C.,  August  28,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Division,  Harper^ s  Ferrif  : 

The  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  will  leave  Muddy  Branch  to-morrow 
morning,  to  be  joined  near  Aldie  by  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry, 
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to  scout  toward  Snicker’s  Gap,  and  to  carry  out  orders  concerning 
individuals  and  crops  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Middleburg  and  Upperville. 
Major  Fry’s  command  having  been  withdrawn  from  the  upper  Potomac, 
I  have  sent  this  evening  all  the  cavalrymen  of  your  command  mounted, 
to  guard  the  river  during  the  absence  of  Major  Waite.  As  soon  as 
he  returns  they  will  be  sent  to  join  their  divisions  with  you.  I  have 
no  news  to  send  you. 

0.  C.  AUGUP, 
Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Hdqks.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  28,- 1864. 

Col.  William  Gamble, 

Commanding  Camp  Stoneman : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send, 
without  delay,  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  your  camp,  who  arc  ready 
to  take  the  field,  belonging  to  the  Reserve  Brigade,  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  Cavalry,  to  report  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  regimental 
camp  Eighth  Illinois  at  Muddy  Branch.  In  the  event  of  there  being- 
no  other  available  officer  in  your  camp  you  will  detach  one  temj)orarily 
from  the  i)ermanent  establishment,  to  return  after  having  turned  over 
his  men  at  the  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Report  time  of  marching,  strength  of  detachment,  and  name  of  com¬ 
manding  officer.  The  detachment  must  march  this  day. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  28,  1864. 

Maj.  John  M.  Waite, 

Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Commanding  at  Muddy  Braneh : 

Ma.tor  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
August  29  with  your  regiment,  leaving  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
only  your  camp  guard  and  the  detachment  protecting  the  telegraph 
station  at  Darnestown.  Your  march  will  be  via  Aldie,  and  so  timed 
that  you  will  reach  that  j)lace  before  12  m.  August  30.  At  Aldie  you 
will  meet  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Major  Hor¬ 
ton,  who  will  report  to  you.  Assuming  command  of  the  two  regiments, 
you  will  move  rapidly  on  Upperville  and  Middleburg,  surprising  any 
force  of  guerrillas  lurldng  in  that  vicinity.  The  special  object  of  your 
scout  is  to  destroy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  sources  from  which  Mosby 
draws  men,  horses,  and  support.  To  this  end  you  will  arrest  and  bring 
in  all  males  capable  of  bearing  arms  or  conveying  information,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  excepting  those  mentioned  in  the  inclosed 
list;*  impress  all  wagons,  and  bring  them  in  loaded  with  forage;  destroy 
all  crops  of  hay,  oats,  corn,  and  wheat  which  you  cannot  bring  in,  and 
seize  all  horses.  When  horses  are  taken  from  Union  men,  make  memo¬ 
randa  to  that  effect,  in  order  that  the  horses  may  be  identified  or  the 
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owners  iiidemuified.  Collect  all  information  within  reach  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  and  embrace  it  in  your  report;  any  which  you  may 
regard  as  of  great  imi^ortance  should  be  sent  in  by  a  small  party  of 
trusted  men.  Mosby’s  headquarters  are  reported  as  alternating  be¬ 
tween  the  houses  of  Mr.  Blackwell  and  Mr.  Turner,  near  Upperville. 
The  above  instructions  embrace  particularly  Upperville,  Middleburg, 
and  their  vicinity.  On  your  return  it  is  desired  that  you  come  in  by 
the  way  of  Falls  Church.  After  the  rations  you  carry  for  men  and 
animals  are  exhausted,  live  on  the  country.  Inclosed  find  memoran¬ 
dum*  for  guidance  in  particular  cases.  Eeport  departure  and  effective 
strength.  The  necessary  instructions  have  been  given  Major  Horton. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  AnHistant  Adjutant- General. 


Muddy  Branch,  Auijmt  18()4 — 6.50  jn  m. 

(Received  0.50  p.  ni.) 


Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  Am  informed  a  small  S(]uad  of  the  enemy  crossed  and 
entered  Poolesville  last  night,  but  left  quickly.  Emory  will  be  advised. 
River  is  open,  and,  of  course,  I  will  be  on  the  alert.  Have  a  squadron 
up  the  river  watching  and  patrolling  the  country.  Would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  move  my  regimental  property  to  Great  Falls  or  vicinity 
if  my  command  is  to  be  absent? 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  M.  WAI^E, 

Major.,  &e. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo.,  Uu.,  August  28.,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  fJ.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  picket-post  near  the 
Lewinsville  stockade  was  attacked  last  night,  without  loss  to  us,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  attack  proved  unsuccessful.  There  is  nothing  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  mention  beyond  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Acvr  York  Cavalry^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington.,  I).  (7.,  August  28,  1864. 

Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

^  Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  instructions! 
forwarded  toMaj.  J.  M.  Waite.  Be  pleased  to  give  such  instructions 
to  Major  Horton  as  will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case.  The  dura- 

t  See  p,  942. 
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tioii  of  the  scout  is,  of  coui  se,  iudehuite,  and  Major  Horton  must  be 
instrneted  that  after  the  supply  of  rations  for  man  and  horse  he  carries 
with  him  are  exhausted  he  is  to  live  on  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOK, 

Chief  of  Staf  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P\)RT  Monroe,  \A.,  August  1804 — i  nt. 

(Iteceived  11.25  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  JI.  W.  Halleck: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  at  this  post,  from  Hilton  Head. 

T.  D.  HART, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoivn,  Va.,  August  38,  1804 — 2  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emory, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Move  your  corps  out  on  the  8ummit  Point  road  until  you 
arrive  at  the  barricades  thrown  up  on  that  road  by  General  Crook 
when  he  occupied  that  position  some  time  ago. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAY, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Detachment  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Halltoien,  Ya.,  August  28,  1804. 

This  command  will  move  at  7  a.  m.  to  day  on  the  Halltown  pike 
toward  Charlestown  in  the  following  order:  first,  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps  ;  second,  Reserve  Artillery;  third.  First  Divis¬ 
ion,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps;  fourth,  wagons  authorized.  • 

General  Grover  will  detail  a  regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery  as 
advance  guard.  Colonel  Currie’s  brigade,  First  Division,  will  bo 
reported  to  Brigadier-General  Stevenson,  commanding  District  of  Har- 
lier’sTerry,  by  brigade  commander. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory : 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Halltoivn,  Va.,  August  28,  1804. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  at  5  a.  m.  to-day  across  the  country  from  your  present 
camp  until  you  strike  the  Leetown  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown. 
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General  Merritt  will  then  push  stron,i>'  parties  forward  to  drive  tlie 
enejny^s  cavalry  on  the  road  from  Charlestown  to  Leetown,  and  on  the 
road  from  Charlestown  to  Smithfieldj  these  reconnaissances  to  promptly 
report  any  informatioh  they  receive  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOIISYTII, 
Lieutenant’ Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Charlestown^  W.  T5(.,  Au(jmt  28^  1804 — 2.15  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division : 

Wilson  has  crossed  at  Shepherdstown  Ford ;  has  been  directed  to 
move  on  to  Leetown  and  form  a  junction  with  you. 

Eespectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOBSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Charlestotvn,  IF.  Fu.,  August  28^  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Merritt,  . 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division.,  Smithfield: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  General  Wilson’s  command  arrived  at  this  point  late  this  p.  m. 
witliout  forage,  and  he  has,  therefore,  been  directed  to  go  into  camp 
here  for  to-night.  He  did  not  receive  the  order  in  time  to  effect  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  you  to  participate  in  your  oi^erations  of  to-day. 

Very  resi^ectfully, 

F.  C.  l^EWHALL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown,  IF.  Ya.,  August  28,  1864 — 0  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  Brigadier-General  Averell  has  informed  me,  through  one 
of  his  scouts,  that  he  expected  to  be  in  Martinsburg  at  3  p.  m.  to-day. 
He  was  then  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  place,  and  it  was  reported 
unoccupied  by  the  enemy.  Send  out  at  early  dawn  parties  in  the 
direction  of  Bunker  Hill,  if  it  is  possible  for  them  to  get  through,  and 
ascertain  whether  or  not  the  enemy’s  infantry  are  moving  or  have  gone 
toward  Winchester.  General  Averell’s  scouts  say  that  from  all  the 
information  they  could  obtain  the  rebels  Avere  moving  up  the  Valley. 
Prompt  information  from  you  early  in  the  day  may  save  my  infantry 
columns  heavy  marches. 

P.  H.  SHEIHDAN, 

Major- Gen eral.  Comm  anding. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Keserve  Brigade, 

August  28,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division: 

Captain  :  I  liave  iiossessioii  of  Leetowu  and  of  the  Slieplierdstown 
and  Winchester  pike  at  that  i)lace.  About  1 00  mounted  cavalry  lied 
at  our  approach,  our  boys  charging  them.  It  is  tvYO  miles  of  the  Ope- 
quon.  The  infantry  left  here  yesterday.  A  citizen  reports  quite  a 
cavalry  force  in  my  front  toward  Winchester,  which  he  estimates  at 
eight  regiments.  Major  Starr  has  gone  toward  the  Oiiequon.  The 
enemy  all  went  down  the  pike  toward  Winchester  when  we  charged. 
They  belonged  to  Bradley  Johnson.  The  infantry  went  toward  Win¬ 
chester  when  they  left  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  GIBBS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


IIdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  28,  1864. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Dana, 

Assistant  A dj utan t-  General : 

■  Captain:  Captain  Hanley,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry,  iiroceeded 
within  half  a  mile  of  Summit  Station;  discovered  the  enemy’s  pickets 
(twenty  men)  near  Widow  Gregg’s  farm  and  drove  them.  The  citizens 
reported  Lomax’s  brigade  camped  near  Summit  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DI  CESNOLA, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

August  29. 

A  reconnaissance  has  been  sent  toward  Winchester  this  morning. 
The  enemy  have  withdrawn  their  pickets  this  morning. 

DI  CESNOLA. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

August  28,  1864. 

Colonel  CESNOLA: 

I  will  camp  near  Middleway  (Smithfield)  to-night.  Withdraw  the 
main  body  of  your  command  on  the  road  you  are  on  and  establish  your 
liicket-line  to  connect  with  the  Reserve  Brigade  on  your  right.  A  staff 
officer  will  be  out  to  see  your  inspector-general. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

l8kepherdsto'a'n  Ford,  August  28,  1864 — 6.30  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

(U)LONEL:  My  division  is  here  waiting  orders.  I  sent  an  officer  to 
Torbert,  at  Hagerstown,  last  night,  who  has  just  returned.  Torbert  wiU 
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be  liere  as  soon  as  lie  can  come  throngb,  following  the  line  of  the  river. 

I  haven’t  heard  this  morning  from  the  fords  above,  but  there  is  noth-  ‘ 
iiig  liere.  I  am  anxious  to  get  forward,  but  Torbert  sends  word  not  to 
cross  without  orders  from  General  Sheridan.  What  is  the  news  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigad i er-  General,  Co7nman d ing. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Cluwlestown,  Ya,,  A^igust  28,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  II.  Wilson  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  notifying  the  headquarters  of  your  arrival 
at  Shepherdstown  received.  Orders  Avere  sent  you  this  morning  by 
Captain  Moore,  aide-de-camx).  The  general  wants  you  to  keep  your 
scouts  Avell  out.  Merritt  is  about  two  miles  from  here;  was  sent  for- 
Avard  on  the  Smith  field  and  LeetoAvn  roads.  No  rexiorts  as  yet. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOKSYTH, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Ac, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Shepherdstown  Ford,  August  28,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Major- General  Sheridan  : 

Colonel:  The  man.  Dodge,  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who 
accompanies  the  bearer,  has  just  returned  from  Wickham’s  rebel  cav- 
alr3q  Avdiere  he  was  held  as  a  prisoner  of  Avar.  He  Avas  the  driA^er  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Wilson’s  mess  Avagou  during  the  late  raid  on  the  Danville  railroad 
and  Avas  captured  at  Reams’  Station.  Wii^kham  kept  him  as  driver  to 
his  headquarters  wagon,  and  on  the  entreaties  of  Dodge  released  him  a 
tcAv  days  ago  and  allowed  him  to  cross  the' river  and  return  to  our  lines. 
He  is  in  possession  of  much  valuable  information,  no  doubt,  and 
although  paroled  could  Avithout  great  difficulty  be  made  to  reveal  a 
good  deal.  The  general,  therefore,  directed  that  he  should  be  sent  to 
you,  Avith  request  to  let  him  join  his  regiment  after  jmu  Avill  be  through 
Avith  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Shepherdstown  Ford,  August  28,  1864 — 0.15  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  Having  Avaited  from  0  a.  m.  till  the  present  time  for 
orders,  and  having  heard  nothing  from  you  or  Torbert,  1  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  move  out  toward  Kearneysville  and  Leetown  at  once.  Any 
communication  you  ina^^  have  for  me  Avill  find  me  someAvhere  in  that 
direction.  I  am  anxious  to  have  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

el.  H.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  Ge^ieral, 
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Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 
Shepherdstotvn  Ford^  August  28,  1864 — 9.15  a.  m. 

Capt.  M.  A.  Reno, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Captain:  Having  received  an  order  implying  that  the  army  at  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry  was  to  have  moved  this  morning  at  daylight,  I  have  con- 
clude’d  to  cross  and  move  out  toward  Kearney sville  without  waiting 
for  any  direct  instructions.  I  am  sure  this  course  will  meet  with  the 
general’s  instructions  when  he  knows  reconnaissance  five  or  six  miles 
in  all  directions  from  here  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  rebels  have 
gone.  I  have  waited  from  6  to  this  time  to  hear  from  somebody.  Time 
is  precious,  and  therefore  I  act  as  seems  best,  hoping  it  will  meet  with 
the  general’s  approbation.  Custer  left  here  last  niglit  for  Harper’s 
Ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

d.  H.  WILSOK, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoion,  August  28,  1864 — 12  m. 

Brigadier-General  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  IJivision : 

General  :  Merritt  is  at  Leetowii  or  should  be  there  by  this  time. 
If  you  can  form  a  junction  with  him  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  come  to 
Charlestown. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


IIdqrs.  Third  Cavalry  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Charlestown,  Va.,  August  28,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  T.  P.  Johnston, 

Chief  Quartermaster  of  Division : 

Ma.jor:  The  general  commanding  division  directs  that  you  send  up, 
besides  the  forage  for  the  command,  all  regimental  and  headquarters 
forges  at  once,  with  a  liberal  supply  of  horseshoes  5  also  the  picket-rope 
for  our  headquarters,  and  our  forge.  The  command  will  go  into  camp 
a  short  distance  from  town  on  the  Berryville  turnpike. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August* 28,  1864.  (Received  8.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  enemy  have  retired  in  direction  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  if  falling  back 
down  the  Valley.  General  Sheridan  has  moved  out  in  pursuit.  Is 
camped  to-night  two  miles  beyond  Charlestown.  Some  artillery  heard 
this  evening  in  that  direction,  but  it  was  light  and  soon  ceased. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Ancfust  28 j  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  Harpers  Ferry : 

General  :  I  have  detailed  Colonel  Currie  to  report  to  you  with  his 
brigade.  Move  him  from  his  present  position  to  Bolivar  Heights.  I 
will  move  out  to-day.  General  Torbert  has  ordered  a  regiment  of  cav¬ 
alry  to  report  to  you.  Send  me  promptly  all  dispatches.  All  telegrhph 
dispatches  should  be  duplicated  and  forwarded  at  diderent  times. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  August  28,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson,  HarpeFs  Ferry : 

The  following  dispatches  have  just  been  received  from  Darnestown. 
Please  forward  to  General  Sheridan: 

Darnestown,  Aufliist  2S,  1864 — 12  m.  (Received  9  p.  m.) 

Major  Eckert: 

One  of  Major  Fry’s  men,  just  in  from  Poolesville,  reports  rebels  across  and  advanc¬ 
ing  toward  this  place.  Does  not  know  their  force,  but  saw  heavy  skirmish  line. 
Was  twice  fired  on. 

S.  K.  RUPLEY, 

Operator  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph. 
Darnestown,  ^lugnst  28,  1864. 

I  think  the  man  (he  belongs  to  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry)  has  exag¬ 
gerated;  but  no  doubt  a  small  force  is  this  side  of  the  river  plundering.  They  were 
in  Poolesville  last  night.  Mr.  Brewer,  residing  near  mouth  of  Monocacy,  advised 
some  of  his  neighbors  to  take  grain,  &c.,  to  Washington,  as  there  would  be  some 
excitement  in  that  section  to-night.  Don’t  think  they  will  come  this  far,  but  Major 
Waite  has  been  advised  and  will  keep  watch. 

RUPLEY. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Hall  town,  W.  Va.,  August  28,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  N.  Duffie, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  at 
once  to  Cumberland,  Md.,  as  directed  in  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders, 
No.  154,  current  series,  from  these  head(piarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  &c., 

P.  G.  BIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  ViRGiriA, 

Point  of  Rod'S,  Md.,  August  28,  1864. 

Col.  John  E.  Wynkoop, 

Commanding  Dismounted  Cavalry,  HarpePs  Ferry,  W.  Va.: 
Colonel:  You  will  please  report  at  these  headquarters  witli  all  the 
men  belonging  to  this  division  under  your  command,  or  whom  you  can 
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find  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.  Collect  together  every  man  at  your 
camp  and  bring*  them  with  you.  Move  your  command  this  evening, 
and  have  them  provided  with  three  days’  rations  to  the  man  before 
starting. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-Cfeneral  Dufiie: 

E.  W.  CLABK,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hancock,  August  28,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

There  are  indications  that  the  enemy  is  leaving  the  Potomac  entirely. 
Scouts  from  Morgan  County  report  no  movement  in  your  direction. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Citmberland,  August  28,  1864. 

Capt.  P.  G.  Bier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  following  telegram  received  from  Governor  Boreman  will  advise 
you  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  western  part  of  my  command.  I  have 
not  troops  to  send  to  relieve  the  people: 


Wheeling,  August  27,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley: 

The  counties  of  Wirt,  Jackson,  Wood,  Gilmer,  &c.,  are  greatly  infested  with 
bands  of  rebels,  phindering,  robbing,  and  carrying  off  the  loyal  people.  A  few  days 
since  they  carried  off  the  sheriff  and  deputy  sheriff  of  Jackson  County,  and  they 
have  not  yet  returned.  Could  not  Major  Simjison,  with  his  command,  be  sent  into 
th*at  region  of  country? 

A.  I.  BOREMAN, 

Governor. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Colonel  Hoy, 

Xeiv  Creek: 


Cumberland,  August  28,  1864. 


Send  a  mounted  scout  of  twenty  men  to  the  junction  on  Alleghany 
Mountains  and  ascertain  if  any  of  McKeill’s  men  are  in  this  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Get  Hinkle  to  go  with  them. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Captain  Paris, 

Oaldand : 


Cumberland,  August  28,  1864. 


It  is  reported  that  a  squad  of  McKeiirsmen  are  in  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  east  of  Fort  Pendleton,  dismounted;  ten  were  seen  yester¬ 
day  at  Overean’s  Saw-Mill.  Send  a  scout  of  twenty  men,  with  three 
days’  rations,  to  assist  Godwin  in  driving  them  out.  Katy  Cosner  can 
give  information  if  they  are  in  that  region. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Captain  Petrie, 

Hancoclx  : 


ClTMRERT.AND,  A  uijnst  jlSdi. 


Have  you  any  news  tliis  a.  ni.  ?  Have  yon  heard  aiiytliing  of  ffeneral 
Duffie’s  moving  toward  Hancock  via  Hagerstown  with  his  •command? 
Did  von  send  a  messenger  to  General  Averell  yesterday  ? 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hancock,  Auf/nst  iSGi. 

Major-General  Kelley  : 

Messenger  I  sent  to  General  Averell.  whose  headquarters  is  at 
Hagerstown,  has  not  returned.  General  Duffie  is  not  moving  thisAvay 
that  I  know  of.  I  have  heard  from  Martinsburg;  no  enemy  near.  Can 
I  run  to  Cumberland  this  p.  m.,  and  return  in  a.  m.?  My  men  need 
clothes  and  medicine  badly.  Please  answer  immediatelv. 

P.  B.  PETBIE, 

( 'aptain. 


South  Branch,  Angnnt  28^  1864. 

General  Kelley: 

Keport  that  McNeill  is  coming  down  South  Branch  for  purpose,  as 
is  supposed,  of  getting  on  railroad  at  some  point.  Have  sent  scout  out 
the  branch,  and  will  put  party  in  ambusli  on  the  ridge  on  Siiringfield 
road. 

C.  J.  HARBISON, 
Captain^  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  August  28,  1864. 

COMMANDTNCt  OFFICER  EIGHTH  OlIIO  CAVALRY, 

Beverly  ; 

The  general  commanding  tlie  troops  in  the  held  directs  that  you  at 
once  place  in  arrest  the  officers  in  command  of  the  detachment  of  your 
regiment  which  was  surprised  and  captured  at  Huttons ville  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  24th  instant.  You  will  prefer  charges  and  forward  them  to 
these  headquarters  without  delay.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Columbus,  August  28,  1864. 

(Received  10  a.  m.  29th.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Our  military  agent  at  Gallipolis  telegraphs  me  this  morning,  1  have 
reliable  information  of  Breckinridge’s  advance  into  the  Kanawha  Val¬ 
ley  with  8,000,  via  Lewisburg.”  General  Heintzelman  left  for  Chicago 
this  morning  under  your  order.  I  have  telegraphed  him  on  the  way.  1 
have  the  State  battery  at  Cam]>  Dennison  and  three  regiments  of 
National  Guard  at  Gallij)olis.  No  general  officer  in  the  State. 

JNO.  BROHGH. 


952 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA. 


[Chap.  LV. 


Otty  Point,  AuguHt  29^  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 


MaJ.  Gen.  P.  IT.  Sheridan, 

Halltoivn,  Va.  : 

If  it  is  ascertained  ’certainly  that  Breckinridge  has  been  detached  to  go 
into  Western  Virginia,  attack  the  remaining  force  vigorously  with  every 
man  you  have,  and  if  successfnl  in  routing  him  follow  your  success  with 
the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  send  Crook  to  meet  Breckinridge. 
This  is  sent  on  the  strength  of  a  dispatch  just  received,  reporting  that 
Breckinridge,  with  8,000  men,  had  gone  to  Western  Virginia.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  truth  of  the  report. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

TAeufenant-  General. 


Charlestown,  Va.,  August  29^  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  30th.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

There  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  report  of  Breckinridge  being 
in  West  Virginia;  it  is  a  Copperhead  report.  1  saw  his  corps  at  the 
crossing  of  Opequon  Creek  this  morning;  it  came  down  to  dislodge 
MerritPs  division  of  cavalry.-  Early  and  Breckinridge  were  there  in 
person.  They  attacked  the  cavalry  at  the  ford  and  forced  it  back 
a  short  distance.  I  then  put  in  Ricketts^  division  of  infantry,  and  the 
enemy  fell  back  to  Bunker  Hill,  where  their  whole  force  has  been  con¬ 
centrated  for  the  last  two  days.  Eitzhugh  Lee  is  here,  in  command  of  all 
the  cavalry  in  the  Valley.  I  had  prisoners  from  Lomax  and  Wickham 
yesterday.  1  believe  no  troops  have  yet  left  the  Valley,  but  I  believe 
they  Avill,  and  that  it  will  be  their  last  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah. 
They  came  to  invade,  and  have  failed;  they  must  leave  or  cross  the 
Potomac.  They  acknowledge  a  loss  of  1,G00  men  since  the  last  advance 
from  Strasburg,  and  to-day  their  loss  has  been  severe;  our  loss  slight. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General. 


Washington,  Arigust  29 ^  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generalj  City  Pointy  Va.: 

Scouts  who  left  Mine  Run  Thursday  night  are  just  in,  and  report  fol¬ 
lowing  :  Wickham’s  and  Young’s  cavalry  brigades  passed  up  the  Valley 
early  part  of  last  week.  Corse’s  and  Anderson’s  brigades  started  for 
Richmond  early  part  of  last  week.  Anderson’s  brigade  recalled  and  is 
still  in  Valley.  Thought  to  be  no  infantry  now  in  the  Valley  but  part 
of  Ewell’s  old  corps  and  two  or  three  brigades  of  Longstreet’s  corps. 
General  Ed.  Johnson,  of  Ewell’s  corps,  gone  to  Atlanta.  Understood 
that  Beauregard  has  gone  to  Atlanta  Avith  troops  from  V alley.  General 
Lomax  is  in  Richmond,  but  not  knoAvn  whether  his  brigade  is  there. 
Prominent  secessionists  of  Orange  County  say  Richmond  cannot  be 
held  a  month  with  Weldon  road  in  our  possession.  Rumors  of  impor¬ 
tant  movements  of  infantry  in  the  Valley  when  scouts  left,  but  no  par¬ 
ticulars  could  be  had.  Other  scouts  Avill  be  in  Wednesday. 

GEORGE  K.  LEET, 

A ssistan t  Adjutan t-  General. 

(Copies  to  Generals  Meade  and  Sh(‘ridan.) 
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Charlestown,  W.  Ya.,  August  .2.9,  p.  m. 

(Received  30tli.) 


Captain  Leet, 

Assistant  A  djutant- General : 

The  reports  of  scouts  from  Mine  Run  are  inaccurate.  Prisoners  were 
yesterday  captured  from  Wickham  and  Lomax.  Lomax  is  in  command 
of  the  Valley  cavalry  and  Fitz  Lee  in  command  of  all  cavalry  in  the 
Valley.  Breckinridge’s  corps  I  saw  myselt*  this  evening;  Ewell’s 
corps  I  have  not  been  able  to  locate  for  two  days.  Kershaw’s  division 
was  here  Sunday  morning.  I  do  not  know  who  Corse  and  Anderson 
belong  to,  uidess  to  some  of  the  divisions  of  Longstreet’s  corps;  they 
do  not  belong  to  Kershaw.  Eaiiv  was  here  to  day. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 

Major- General. 


Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  August  39,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  2.30  a.  m.  30th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  removal  of  the  military  agent  at  Gal- 
lipolis  as  an  alarmist  or  a  Copperhead.  Ramseur’s  and  Gordon’s  divis¬ 
ion’s,  of  Breckinridge’s  corps,  Avere  at  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek, 
near  Smithtield,  to-day,  and  Breckinridge  Avas  there  in  person. 


P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 


Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  August  29,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan: 

I  think  a  good  commanding  officer  should  be  sent  to  Gallipolis;  and 
if  it  be  true  that  Breckinridge  is  operating  against  the  Kanawha  Val- 
leA",  re-enforcements  should  be  sent  there. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 

(Received  9  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Received  the  following  note  from  General  Sheridan  last  night  at  mid¬ 
night,  dated  Charlestown,  August  28,  and  written  about  9  p.  m.;  have 
nothing  additional : 

Colonel  CTiipaiax, 

A  Ide-de-Camp : 

Yonr  note  of  this  p.  in.  received.  I  am  occupying  my  old  lines  here  with  my  infan¬ 
try.  Merritt’s  division  of  cavalry  met  Eitz  Lee’s  cavahy  at  Leetown  and  drove 
Lee  to  Smithtield  and  then  across  the  Opequon  Creek.  Our  losses  were  not  great; 
the  enemy  suffered  severely.  Several  handsome  cavalry  charges  were  made  by 
Merritt’s  command.  The  enemy  arc  now  concentrated  at  Bunker  Hill.  T  cannot 
now  say  positively  that  they  will  fall  hack  to  Winchester;  the  reports  are  that 
they  will;  I  have  nothing  definite ;  shall  know  to-morrow.  I  have  had  conllicting 
reqiorts  concerning  the  divisions  of  Field  and  Pickett.  The  rebels  report  that  Hood 
has  been  killed,  and  that  Longstreet  is  in  command  at  Atlanta. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  ( 'ommandinfi, 

K.  P.  CHI  PM  AN, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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War  Department, 

]Va,shm(jt(m  City^  August  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Chipman  : 

There  seems  no  further  occasion  for  you  to  remain  at  TIar])er’s  Ferry 
and  you  are  mucli  needed  liere. 

EDWIX  M.  STAXTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  284.  ]  Washington.,  August  ^9,  1864. 

#*####* 

4.  Capt.  G.  A.  Gordon,  Second  U.  S.  Oayalry,  is  hereby  relieyed  from 
his  present  duties,  and  will  report  in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  com¬ 
manding  general  Department  of  West  Virginia,  for  assignment  to  duty 
as  special  inspector  of  cayalry  for  said  department. 

*  #  *  *  *  #  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistrmt  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  1  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

[■  Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

No.  75.  )  August  29,  1864. 

I.  Pursuant  to  paragraph  1,  Special  Orders,  No.  279,  Adjutant-Gen¬ 
eral’s  Office,  August  24,  1864,  Lieut.  Col.  Elias  M.  Greene,  quarter¬ 
master’s  department,  is  hereby  relieyed  from  duty  as  chief  quarter¬ 
master  Department  of  Washington. 

II.  Col.  John  A.  Elison,  quartermaster’s  department,  haying  reported 
at  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  xiaragraph  1,  Special  Orders, 
No.  279,  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  August  24, 1864,  is  hereby  announced 
as  chief  quartermaster  Department  of  Washington.  He  will  be  obeyed 
and  resx^ected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 

C.  II.  BAYMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Muddy  Branch,  August  29.  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Peceiyed  1.50  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  ^taff  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General: 

Colonel:  Shall  cross  at  this x)oint  at  11  a.  m.  with  about  650  effect- 
iye  men.  Receiyed  communication  last  night  from  Colonel  Lazelle 
containing  information  receiyed  in  your  instructions  last  night,  lie- 
turned  orderly  to  Colonel  L.  at  5  this  morning,  notifying  him  of  my 
moyement.  Don’t  expect  many  teams  brought  in.  Major  Briggs  has 
not  arriyed.  When  1  leaye  \sic\. 
liespectfully, 

JNO.  M.  WAITE, 

Major,  Ac. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo^  Va.,  Auf/nM  29^  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  a )i(i  Assistant  Adfitant- General : 

Colonial:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  party  sent  out  yester¬ 
day  returned  to  day,  after  twenty-four  hours’  absence,  without  having 
met  Major  Horton,  though  they  went  as  far  as  Gum  Spring.  I  imme¬ 
diately  dispatched  another  party  of  thirty-five  men  of  the  Sixteenth  to 
find  him,  giving  such  instructions  as  will,  without  doubt,  insure,  I 
think,  his  force  joining  that  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  to-morrow  by  12  m. 
I  have  also  sent  the  necessary  information  to  Major  Waite  to  take  the 
men  from  the  Annandale  stockade  chiefly.  I  also  sent  rations  and 
forage  sufficient  for  the  whole  force  from  here  until  they  can  supply 
themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorlc  Cavalry^  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washinuton,  22d  Army  Corps, 

August  1864. 

Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  date,  and  am  directed  by  the  major-general  com¬ 
manding  to  inform  you  that  ho  does  not  think  it  advisaffie  to  change 
the  instructions  already  issued.  Your  resignation  has  been  suspended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOK, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Ad jutanC General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo.^  TM.,  August  29^  1864. 

Maj.  G.  G.  Horton, 

Commandhig  Sixteenth  Neic  Yorh  Volunteer  Cavalry: 

MA.JOR :  By  direction  of  the  colonel  commanding,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  instructions*  from  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Augur  to  Major  Waite,  commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.  By 
these  instructions  you  will  be  guided.  Major  Waite  will  be  at  Gum 
Spring  to-night.  You  will  endeavor  to  join  liim  there  with  your  com¬ 
mand  to-night,  but  if  you  find  you  cannot,  you  will  proceed  so  as  to 
reach  Aldie  before  10  a.  m.  to-morrow.  On  your  arriving  at  that  place 
you  will  report  with  your  party  to  Major  Waite.  Captain  Schneider, 
Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  takes  rations  with  him  sufficient  to  sup- 
I)ly  your  men  and  horses  for  three  days.  After  delivering  these  sup¬ 
plies  to  you  Captain  Schneider  will  remain  with  you  with  his  party  and 
be  subject  to  your  orders  and  to  those  of  Major  Waite. 

I  am,  major,  very  respe(*tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  Y.  LANSING, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gexieral. 
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IlDQRf^.  Cavalry  CJorps,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlesfotcn,  W.  TM.,  August  29^  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry: 

General  :  The  ])reseiit  intention  is  to  throw  two  divisions  down 
toward  Front  Koyal  on  the  Winchester  pike.  Be  ready  to  move  at  any 
time  to-day,  depending  on  the  information  you  obtained  this  morning. 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  success  of  yesterday. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  T.  A.  TOBBEET, 

Brigadier-General  of  YolunteerSj  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

August  29,  1864.  . 

Brigadier- General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry  : 

My  Dear  Merritt  :  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  learn  if  the 
enemy’s  infantry  have  yet  left  Bunker  Hill.  Tlie  moment  you  can  de¬ 
termine  this  you  will  confer  a  great  favor. 

Yours,  truly, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN,  . 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Charlestou'71,  W.  Va.j  August  29,  1864 — 1.05  p.  7n, 
Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Co7n77ia7iding  First  Cavalry  Di7nsio7i : 

General  ;  The  general  desires  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  has  no 
doubt  about  infantry  being  at  the  points  you  designate  in  your  dis¬ 
patch.  General  Sheridan  wishes  you  to  act  cautiously. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Lie7ite7iant-Colo7iel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Briuade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

A7ig7ist  29^  1864 — 11  a.  7n. 

Brigadier-General  Merritt, 

Co77i7na7idi7ig  Division : 

General:  I  have  been  along  Colonel  Cesnola’s  lines  and  noth¬ 
ing  can  be  seen,  except  a  few  vedettes.  I  have  only  seen  three  men 
mounted  myself.  Don’t  believe  there  is  any  force  in  this  direction, 
except  a  few  mounted  men  to  watch  the  country. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  F.  McQUESTEE’, 

Captam^  Seco7id  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  Division  Inspector. 


AuausT  29,  1804. 

Colonel  Lowell, 

Co7777na7tding  Third  Brigade,  First  Car  airy  Division : 

Colonel:  The  rest  of  the  division  is  in  camp  near  where  the  road 
from  Summit  Point  crosses  tlie  Middle  way  and  Charlestown  pike.  We 
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had  a  right  smart  iigiit  Avith  the  enemy's  infantry  to-day;  Avere forced 
to  retire  slowly,  but  did  it  in  the  best  of  fashion.  A  dhdsion  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  has  moved  out  toAAard  Smithfield  (Middleway).  Patrol 
toAA  ard  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Brigade,  on  yonr  right. 

Yery  respectfully, 

W.  MEKKITT, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  August  29,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  Stevenson, 

Commanding,  HarpeVs  Ferry: 

The  services  of  Colonel  Chipman  being  required  here,  you  Avill  please 
keep  the  Department  advised  of  all  military  operations  and  informa¬ 
tion  that  may  come  to  yonr  knowledge,  and  endeavor  to  have  vsuch  ' 
arrangements  made  as  will  give  you  lArompt  information  of  everything 
that  transpires  in  the  front  or  in  your  vicinity,  reporting,  at  all  events, 
regularly  at  8  a.  m.  and  9  p.  m.  each  day. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

HarpeVs  Ferry,  August  29,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Your  order  will  be  strictly  comx)lied  Avith. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  29,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(lleceived  9.1o  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edavin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Sheridan,  Avith  his  army,  is  occupying  a  position  about  tAAO 
miles  beyond  CharlestoAvn.  The  enemy  are  apparently  concentrated  in 
vicinity  of  Smithfield  and  Bunker  Hill.  Heavy  firing  in  that  direction 
all  day.  No  particulars  received.  Averell,  Avith  his  command,  occupies 
Martiusburg  to-night. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestown,  August  29,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson, 

Commanding  District  of  HarpeCs  Ferry : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication*  of  this  date,  and  1  am 
instructed  to  say  in  reply  that  General  Sheridan  has  forwarded  to  Major- 
General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff,  telegraphi(*.  reiiorts  up  to  date  (this 
evening)  of  the  operations  of  this  army.  As  regards  guards,  escorts. 
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&c.,  to  trains,  none  Avill  be  fiirnisbed  except  on  order  from  these  head¬ 
quarters.  The  strength  of  your  command  by  last  report,  including  the 
dismounted  cavalry,  was  about  9,000  men.  You  will  hereafter  make  all 
your  reports,  returns,  &c.,  direct  to  these  headquarters,  and  not 
through  Brevet  Major-General  Crook’s  headquarters. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  FOBSYTll, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  1st.  Cav.  Div.,  Army  df  W.  Ya., 

No.  13.  I  Point  of  Poehs,  Md.,  August  29,  1864. 

The  following  constitution  of  the  brigades  of  this  division  will  be 
observed  until  further  orders:  First  Brigade,  Col.  K.  F.  Taylor  com¬ 
manding — First  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  Fifteenth  New  York 
Cavalry;  Second  Brigade,  Col.  J.  E.  Wynkoop  commanding — Twentieth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry. 

Colonels  Taylor  and  Wynkoop  will  immediately  proceed  to  thoroughly 
organize  their  respective  commands.  Field  reports  Avill  be  sent  in 
daily  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Duffie : 

E.  W.  CLABK,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutan t-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Hivision, 

August  29,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Averell  : 

Your  note*  of  yesterday  received.  Merritt  pitched  into  Fitz  Lee’s 
cavalry  yesterday  at  Leetown;  drove  him  from  the  town  and  through 
Smithlield  across  the  crossing  of  Oiiequon.  My  information  this  morn¬ 
ing  leads  to  the  belief  that  Early  is  still  at  Bunker  Hill.  Merritt  is 
advancing  a  brigade  toward  that  point;  will  know  soon.  Keep  on 
your  imesent  line  until  Ave  make  a  junction.  Wilson  is  here  on  the 
Berryville  ihke.  Torbert  has  joined  me. 

Kesiiectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  A^irginia, 

Charlestoicn,  W.  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 
Brevet  Major-General  Kelley,  Ciunherland,  Aid. : 

Your  telegram  of  the  2^^!  instant  relative  to  affairs  in  your  command 
is  just  received.  You  will  have  to  make  the  best  disposition  of  your 
forces  i)ossible  for  the  present  to  guard  against  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy.  As  soon  as  circumstances  here  Avill  permit  troops  will  be  sent 
to  be  distributed  so  as  to  defend  the  railroad  and  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  General  Duffie  is  now  on  his  way  to  Cumberland  with 
about  2,500  men,  dismounted  cavalry,  to  establish  a  camp  of  instruc¬ 
tion;  his  men  are  armed. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crook : 

P.  G.  BIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


*  Not  foiiad, 
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New  Creek,  August  39,  1864. 

(Keceived  Onmberlaud  9.50  !>.  m.) 

Major-General  Kelley  : 

McNeill  left  Moorefield  yesterday  morning  with  about  300  men; 
started  in  the  direction  of  Komney,  and  from  all'I  can  learn  he  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  raid  on  the  railroad  east  of  Cumberland.  Three  of  his  men  were 
in  Ridgeville  this  p.  m.  I  was  wdthin  six  miles  of  Pittsburg  [Peters 
burg]  to-day:  no  enemy  there. 

A.  HINKLE. 


New  Creek,  August  29,  1864. 

General  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumberland,  Md. : 

Hinkle  reports  from  six  miles  south  of  Greenland  Gap,  at  8  this  a.  m., 
that  McNeill,  with  300  men,  left  Moorefield  yesterday  morning,  moving 
toward  the  railroad  east  of  Cumberland. 

H.  PEA8E, 

.  Captain  and  Assistant  Inspector- General, 


South  Branch,  August  29,  1864. 

(Keceived  1.25  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Kelley  : 

Mr.  Caldwell  came  down  from  Springfield  this  morning;  informs  me 
that  McNeill’s  company  was  in  Komney  last  night,  and  that  one  of  his 
men  had  fianked  the  pickets  and  been  at  Green  Spring  this  morning; 
also  that  some  of  his  men  were  in  Springfield  last  night.  I  understand 
there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  head  of  cattle  driven  from  Old  Town 
over  to  Green  Spring  yesterday.  May  be  McNeill  will  make  for  this 
cattle. 

C.  J.  HAKKISON, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


Cherry  Kun,  August  29,  1864. 

Major-General  Kelley  : 

We  are  here,  all  right.  Some  of  General  Averell’s  pickets  here  and 
at  Back  Creek,  w^ho  report  the  gen-eral  at  Martinsburg.  Kebels  have 
fallen  back  to  Bunker  Hill.  I  wdll  remain  here  to-night  with  the  cars 
with  a  strong  picket,  if  you  think  proper.  Answer  immediately. 

P.  B.  PETKIE, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


Colonel  Hoy, 

Neiv  Creek: 


Cumberland,  August  29,  1864. 


Send  a  detachment  of  twenty  men,  under  command  of  a  reliables 
officer,  to  Piedmont,  to  remain  till  further  orders.  Direct  the  officer  to 
send  a  small  scout  dailv  tow^ard  Elk  Gardeti  settlement. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
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AVAR  Department, 

Washington  City^  August  J29,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

(iroveiiior  Boreman, 

Wheeling : 

I  have  been  unable  till  now  to  inform  you  who  commands  the  De¬ 
partment  of  AVest  Virginia.  General  Hunter,  in  nominal  command, 
was  absent  on  leave  and  his  address  unknown.  General  Hunter  is  re¬ 
lieved  of  command  to-day  and  General  Crook  assigned;  he  is  in  the 
held ;  his  headquarters  will  be  Cumberland. 

EDAAHN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


AA"ar  Department, 

August  29,  I'SOd. 


Governor  Brough, 

Columhus,  Ohio : 

Your  telegram  respecting  General  Breckinridge’s  advance  into  the 
Kanawha  has  just  been  received.  Notice  has  been  given  to  General 
Sheridan,  who  reported  Breckinridge  three  days  ago  at  Shepherdstown, 
on  the  Potomac.  Sheridan  has  been  directed  to  send  one  of  his  best 
general  officers  to  command  at  Gallipolis.  General  Burbridge  has  also 
been  directed  to  render  all  aid  within  his  power,  if  it  should  turn  out 
that  Breckinridge  has  gone  to  AVest  Virginia.  If  the  report  of  your 
agent  be  true  Sheridan  has  been  very  niucli  deceived. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  August  29,  1864. 

Capt.  Samuel  AA'alker, 

Carricl^  Furnace,  Path  Valley : 

Captain  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
present  indications  are  that  the  enemy  are  falling  back  from  tlie  Poto¬ 
mac.  Kiver.  If  you  have  your  company  organized  you  bad  better  dis¬ 
band  it,  subject  to  be  ordered  out  at  any  time.  You  will  be  informed 
from  tliese  headquarters  of  any  movement  by  the  enemy  in  this  direc¬ 
tion. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  August  29,  1864. 

Capt.  AVilliam  Burgess, 

Loudon,  Pa. : 

Captain:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
present  indications  are  that  the  enemy  are  falling  back  from  the  Potomac 
Biver.  If  you  have  an  organization  of  men  on  the  roads,  as  suggested 
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in  my  last  communication  to  you,  you  can  relieve  it  from  duty  at  pres¬ 
ent.  If  you  can  do  it,  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  your  organization 
up,  subject  to  be  called  out  at  short  notice.  We  will  keep  you  informed 
of  any  movements  of  the  rebels  in  that  direction. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  Cityj  August  29,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  18th  of  August  in  regard  to  the  draft  in  this 
city,  and  the  necessity  of  adequate  military  preparation  against  armed 
resistance  to  it.  Recent  developments  satisfy  me  that  a  much  larger 
force  than  that  named  in  my  letter  of  that  date  will  be  needed  to 
insure  tranquility.  Brigadier- (leneral  Hays,  in  an  official  letter 
addressed .  last  week  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department  in 
reply  to  queries  addressed  to  him,  says : 

First.  I  do  expect  violent  resistance  to  the  draft. 

Second.  In  my  opinion  10,000  good  troops  will  be  required  for  the  prompt  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  law  in  this  division. 

This  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the  superintendent  of  the  police  and 
by  our  most  intelligent  citizens.  With  the  information  in  my  posses¬ 
sion,  as  well  as  from  indications  which  have  occurred  under  my  obser¬ 
vation,  I  deem  it  hazardous  to  commence  the  draft  without  a  force  of 
from  8,000  to  10,000  men. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, . 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Charlestown,  Va.,  August  30,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.  31st.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

There  is  no  change  in  the  position  of  affiairs  here  to-day.  The  enemy 
hold  a  line  from  Bunker  Hill  to  the  Opequon  Creek;  their  left  at 
Bunker  Hill  and  right  on  the  Opequon,  near  the  crossing  of  the  dirt 
road  from  Summit  Point  to  Winchester.  I  sent  two  divisions  of  cav¬ 
alry,  via  Berryville,  to  strike  the  Front  Royal  and  Strasburg  road.  I 
will  not  get  information  from  them  before  to-morrow.  If  Early  has 
detached  troops  for  Richmond  I  will  attack  him  vigorously ;  as  yet  I 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  he  has  done  so.  Kershaw  is  on  the 
right  of  their  line,  and  it  is  certain  that  he  has  not  gone.  Breckin¬ 
ridge  was  here  yesterday.  Rodes  has  not  been  heard  from  for  two 
days.  Colonel  Lowell  charged  and  drove  in  enemy’s  pickets  on  Sum¬ 
mit  Point  road  co-day,  killing  two  officers  and  three  men,  and  capturing 
five,  all  from  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry.  All  the  information  which  I  can  get 
leads  to  the  belief  that  no  troops  have  yet  been  sent  to  Richmond.  I 
learn  to-day  that  Corse’s  brigade,  of  Pickett’s  division,  and  Johnston’s 
brigade,  of  Field’s  division,  are  here,  which  accounts  for  the  report  that 
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these  divisions  were  in  the  Yalley.  Averell  is  at  Martin sburg,  or  in 
vicinity.  A  scout  from  North  Mountain  reports  no  rebel  troops  in 
direction  of  Hancock,  on  the  upper  Potomac.  My  command  is  well  in 
hand,  and  I  am  anxiously  awaiting  news  from  the  operations  of  the 
cavalry. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) .  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  248.  i  Washington^  August  30^  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter  is  relieved  from  command  of  the  Dei)artment  of 
West  Virginia,  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook  is  assigned  to  the 
command  in  his  place. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Geyieral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  20.  )  Charlestownj  W.  Va.,  August  30,  1864. 

******* 

5.  Col.  Louis  P.  Di  Cesnola,  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  will  at  once 
proceed  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  to  be  mustered  out  of  service  by 
assistant  commissary  of  musters.  First  Cavalry  Division,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Circular  No.  36,  Adjutant- General’s  Office,  1864. 

6.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Beal,  having  reported  to  these  head¬ 
quarters  in  compliance  with  orders  from  War  Department,  is  assigned 
to  duty  with  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  will  report  accordingly  to  Brevet 
Major-General  Emory  for  orders. 

7.  Lieut.  Edward  L.  Halsted,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  announced 
as  acting  chief  signal  officer  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  command¬ 
ing,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

8.  Capt.  F.  E.  Town,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  and  party,  having 
reported  to  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War 
Department,  is  assigned  to  such  duty  as  may  be  designated  by  the  act¬ 
ing  chief  signal  officer,  in  the  name  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

C.  KINGSBURY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoivn,  Va.,  August  30,  1864. 

Corps  commanders  are  authorized  to  order  up  the  regimental  teams 
of  their  commands  for  the  purpose  of  making  out  muster-rolls,  &c. 
The  wagons  ordered  must  be  held  in  readiness  to  be  moved  back 
to  Bolivar  Heights  at  a  moment’s  notice. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  AY.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenayit- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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kSpeciae  Orders,  ^ 

No.  2ir>.  S 

*  # 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

August  30^  1864, 

*  *  ■*  *  * 


2.  Tlie  One  liundred  and  fourth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
having  reported  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  toDe  Pussy’s 
division,  and  will  be  reported  without  delay  to  Brigadier- General  De 
Kussy,  commanding,  for  duty. 

#***#*# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur : 

C.  H.  BAYMOKD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,  August  1864. 

(Eeceived  8.50  p.  m.) 


Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  mid  Assistant  Adjutant- G ener al : 

Colonel:  I  have  information  that  Mosby  intends  attacking  my 
pickets  to-night.  I  have  sent  forty  men  to  re-enforce  them. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo Fu.,  August  1864. 

Maj.  G.  G.  Horton, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Neiv  YorJc  Cavalry : 

Major:  You  will  proceed  with  your  command  immediately,  and 
without  stopping  to  get  rations  or  forage,  direct  to  Gum  Spring,  and 
there  endeavor  to  join  Major  Waite,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.  If  you  do 
not  find  him,  go  on  to  Aldie;  and  if  you  do  not  there  meet  him,  xmsh  on 
still  further,  and  as  long  as  there  remains  a  jirobability  of  overtaking 
his  party  with  safety  to  your  own.  You  will  find  Captain  Washburne, 
of  your  regiment,  at  either  Gum  Spring  or  Aldie,  with  rations  and  for¬ 
age  for  you  for  three  days.  The  inclosed  instructions  are  for  your 
information.  Major  Waite  will  leave  Gum  Spring  to-day  at  10  o’clock 
on  his  way  to  Aldie.  In  order  to  make  sure  of  finding  Major  Waite,  it 
would  be  well  to  send  some  couriers  ahead  to  let  him  know  of  your 
coming.  Lose  no  time  in  getting  started  from  this  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  Y.  LANSING, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

August  30j  1864 — 11.15  p.  m. 

The  following  from  General  Sheridan  is  sent  for  the  information  and 
guidance  of  division  commanders  and  the  corps  officer  of  the  day: 

Headquarters  Middle  Militara"  Division, 

Charlestown,  August  30,  1864 — 10  jj.  m. 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you  tliat  the  reports 
received  from  General  Torbert  this  evening  are  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  rebel 
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force  is  concentrated  at  Bunker  Hill.  Tlio  general  desires  that  you  keep  your  com¬ 
mand  on  the  alert. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
By  coinmand  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  New  York  Dragoons, 

August  30j  1864. 

Oapt.  William  H.  H.  Emmons, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade: 

My  vedettes  on  the  right  report  about  300  cavalry  to  have  moved  to 
the  right,  striking  into  the  Leetown  pike  and  disappearing  in  the  wood. 
The  firing  continues  along  the  line,  but  not  sharp. 


H.  M.  SMITH, 
Major.,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  30,  1864-A9,45  a.  m. 

The  command  will  move  at  once  on  the  pike  toward  Berryville,  in 
the  following  order :  first,  Chapman’s  brigade,  with  Pennington’s  bat¬ 
tery;  second,  ammunition  and  ambulances;  third,  McIntosh’s  brigade. 

Brigade  headquarters  will  move  with  the  least  possible  baggage,  one 
wagon,  if  possible,  only. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

August  30,  1864. 

No  wagons  except  ammunition  and  ambulance,  and  one  wagon  to 
each  brigade  headquarters,  will  be  taken  along;  the  remainder  will  be 
sent  back  to  the  division  train  at  Bolivar  Heights. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson; 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  30,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

The  following  order  has  just  been  received  from  the  chief  of  cavalry: 

Near  Berryville,  Va.,  August  30,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

General:  The  chief  of  cavalry  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  reconnaissance  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester,  at  least  as  far  as  the  Opequon ;  let  the  party  start  at 
daylight;  also  send  Avell  out  in  the  direction  of  Millwood  and  White  Post,  and  report 
any  information  of  the  enemy.  Have  all  your  command  saddled  at  daylight. 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


^  Same  to  General  Emory. 
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General  McIntosh,  in  accordance  with  the  above  instructions,  will 
send  two  regiments  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  General  Chapman 
one  regiment  toward  Millwood  and  White  Post,  at  daylight  to-morrow, 
and  report  any  information  at  once. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson : 

L.  SIEBEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Extract  from  field  return  of  the  Third  Division,  Cavalrti  Corps,  commanded  hij  Brig.  Gen. 
James  H.  Wilson,  for  August  30, 1864. 


For  duty. 


Horses. 


Division  headquarters 

First  Brigade . 

Second  Brigade . 

Total . 

Pennington’s  battery. 
Fitzlmgh’s  battery  . .. . 

Total . 


12 

104 

55 


64 
1,  792 
1, 101 


25 

98 

93 


104 
2,209 
1,  396 


32 

208 

154 


90 

2,161 

1,288 


5 

132 

36 


171 

3 

3 


2,957 

115 

106 


216 


3,  709 
134 
128 


394 


3,539 


223 


209 

194 


177 


3,178 


216 


3,  971 


394 


3,  942 


223 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  30^  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  McIntosh, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  Torbert  wishes  you  to  send  one  good  squadron  on  the  Berry- 
ville- Winches  ter  pike,  as  near  to  the  Opequon  Creek  as  you  can. 
Instruct  the  officer  that  is  detached  to  move  rapidly,  and  if  he  meets 
any  parties  of  the  enemy  to  endeavor  to  take  prisoners;  information  is 
wanted.  A  woman  at  the  toll-gate  just  this  side  of  the  Opequon  will 
give  any  news  she  may  possess. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSO^I, 

•  Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper^s  Ferry^  August  30,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  condition  of  the  forces  this  morning  seems  unchanged.  The  fir¬ 
ing  yesterday  was  a  heavy  skirmish  between  our  cavalry  and  Breckin¬ 
ridge’s  corps;  but  few  casualties  on  our  side.  The  enemy  retired  across 
the  Opequon. 

JOJIN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Harper’s  Ferry,  Anr/ust  30,  1864. 

(KcHieivetl  8.50  p.  in.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

No  information  of  changes  of  position  of  forces  since  morning. 

JNO.  I).  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  30,  1864. 

(Received  9.10  a.  m.) 

E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  quartermaster  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  reports  that  Capt.  C.  S.  Eigenbrodt  was  killed  Friday,  August 
26,  1864,  two  miles  to  the  left  of  Halltown,  Va.  His  body  [was]  left  on 
the  field  and  buried  on  the  next  day  by  the  enemy  on  the  spot  where 
he  fell. 


JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comnianding. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry, 

Harper^s  Ferry,  August  30,  1864. 

W.  r.  Smith, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore: 

I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  make  reconnaissance  of  road  with  view  to 
reopening  it. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Charlestoivn,  Va.,  August  30,  1864 — 8.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  Your  scouts  reached  me  this  morning.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  the  enemy  was  at  Bunker  Hill  yesterday  in  full  force.  Custer 
crossed  the  Opequon  and  pushed  out  about  a  mile,  but  had  to  come 
back,  followed  up  [by]  Breckinridge’s  corps  (Gordon’s  and  Ramseur’s 
divisions).  They  came  across  the  creek  to  Smithfield,  but  returned  to 
Bunker  Hill,  followed  up  by  a  part  of  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  Opequon. 
Look  out  for  your  line;  they  cannot  stay  long  at  Bunker  Hill.  I  will 
probably  move  to  Smithfield  to-day. 

Yours,  truly, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  West  Virginia, 
Martinshurg,  W.  Va.,  August  30,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  what 
orders,  if  any,  have  been  issued  in  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
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Uiitli  and  8ixtli  Ivegiineiits  West  Virginia  Cavalry.  Tlie  veterans  of 
the  Fifth  have  been  left  without  officers,  nearly  all  of  the  officers 
having  been  mnstered  out  with  those  men  wliose  time  of  service  has 
expired.  The  veterans  are  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  unable  to  draw  pay 
and  not  doing  any  duty.  The  veterans  of  the  Sixth  are  concentrated 
at  North  Branch,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  and  are,  as  I 
understand,  to  be  mounted  at  once.  The  consolidation  of  these  regi¬ 
ments  is  desired  by  the  men  of  both,  and  would  be  beneficial  to  them. 
It  would  result  in  converting  a  useless  mob  into  a  body  of  men  capable, 
if  placed  under  competent  officers,  of  doing  good  service  as  a  mounted 
regiment. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

AnguHt  30 j  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cnmherland^  Md.: 

General  Duffie  started  to  your  place  yesterday  with  about  2,500  dis¬ 
mounted  men.  Should  any  troops  be  required  in  the  Kanawha  Valley 
send  some  of  these  until  I  can  spare  some  of  the  troops  from  here, 
which  will  not  be  long. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

»  M((jor- Genera^  Commanding. 


Martinsburo,  August  30,  1864. 

(Received  8  a.  m.) 


Major-General  Kelley: 

Enemy’s  picket  is  strong  across  valley  from  Gerrardstown  to  Dan- 
dridge’s;  they  have  been  slightly  aggressive  to-day.  Early’s  main  force 
is  at  Bunker  Hill.  I  cannot  advise  an  attempt  to  reconstruct  at  pres¬ 
ent.  Sheridan  is  moving.  I  may  be  able  to  tell  you  to-morrow;  noth¬ 
ing  but  skirmishing  to-day.  Please  sen^  me  general  news  dispatch. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Martinsburg,  [August]  30y  1864. 

MaJ.  Gen.  B.  E.  Kelley: 

Please  send  me  30,000  pounds  of  grain  forage  at  once.  Enemy’s 
main  force  at  Bunker  Hill.  Pickets  are  busy. 

WM.  W.  AVERELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  August  30,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Martinshurg  : 

Train  with  forage  left  for  Martinsburg  at  7  p.  m.  Advise  the  con¬ 
ductor  at  North  Mountain  where  you  want  it  unloaded. 

B.  E.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
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(Jherry  liuN,  August  30,  1864. 

(Received  8.06  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Kelley: 

Everything  quiet  this  a.  ni.  Men  just  from  Martinsburg  report  things 
all  quiet  along  line  of  road.  General  Averell  is  in  Martinsburg  with  his 
command.  Our  forces  had  a  slight  skirmish  near  Wincliester  yester¬ 
day.  If  you  think  j^roper,  1  will  run  down  as  far  as  North  Mountain 
to  get  in  communication  with  General  Averellj  so  I  can  keep  you 
posted.  Please  answer. 


P.  B.  PETRIE, 

Captain. 


Capt.  0.  J.  Harrison, 

South  Branch  : 


Cumberland,  August  30, 1864. 


A  cavalry  scout  of  100  men  has  gone  down  to  Old  Town  from  North 
Branch.  Please  report  to  the  officer  all  information  you  have,  and 
get  from  him  all  he  may  know,  and  report  to  me  by  telegraph,  and  I  will 
then  give  him  further  orders. 

B.  P.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-  Genera  1. 

There  is  no  force  but  McNeill’s  near  Romney. 


South  Branch,  August  30, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumberland : 

Son  just  in  from  Springfield;  saw  twenfy-five  rebels  three  miles  this 
side  of  there,  who  turned  and  went  back ;  heard  them  shoeing  horses 
in  the  town.  He  was  informed  by  colored  man  that  Imboden’s  com¬ 
mand  is  between  Romney  and  the  Wire  Bridge,  near  Springfield,  on 
the  old  road.  He  says  the  men  he  saw  had  on  blue  overcoats,  but  gray 
pants.  Jim  Short,  of  Imbodeu’s  command,  was  in  Cumberland  day 
before  yesterday.  Could  it  be  our  men? 

^  C.  J.  HARRISON, 

Captain.)  Commanding. 


Colonel  Hoy, 

I^ew  Creeh: 


Cumberland,  A^lgust  30, 1864. 


Keep  your  scouts  active  and  on  the  alert.  I  think  McNeill  intends 
striking  west  instead  of  east  of  this  point.  He  in  all  probability  will 
go  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Alajor- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia, 

Charlestoivn,  W.  Fa.,  Atigust  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Max  Weber,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Neiv  Yorh  City: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  22d  instant  relative  to  your  being  relieved  from  the 
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command  of  the  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry  and  being  ordered 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Stevenson  for  duty,  and  by  direction  of 
the  brevet  major-general  commanding  to  state,  in  reply,  that  the  order 
assigning  General  Stevenson  was  made  in  accordance  with  verbal 
instructions  received  by  him  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division.  It  was  supiiosed  at  the  time  that  General  Ste¬ 
venson  was  yonr  senior,  and  as  you  were  known  to  be  unwell  it  was 
thought  that  in  your  state  of  health  it  would  be  a  relief  to  you  to  have 
the  responsibility  of  your  important  command  transferred  to  some  one 
else  for  the  present  at  least.  The  letter  directing  you  to  report  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Stevenson  at  the  expiration  of  your  leave  was  written  under  the 
impression  that  you  were  his  junior  in  point  of  rank.  The  commanding 
general  would  not  take  upon  himself  such  an  assumption  of  authority 
as  to  order  an  officer  to  report  for  duty  to  his  junior.  Tliat  authority, 
as  you  are  aware,  can  only  be  exercised  by  the  President.  At  the 
expiration  of  your  present  leave  the  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  report  in  person  at  the  headquarters  of  tlie  department  for  assign¬ 
ment  to  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  most  respectfully,  j^our  obedient 
servant, 

P.  G.  BIER, 

Asfiistaut  A  (Ijntmit- General. 


War  Department, 
WasJiingtonj  An  gust  30  j  1864. 

Governor  Brough, 

Columbus.)  Ohio : 

General  Sheridan  says  that  lie  saw  General  Breckinridge  yesterday, 
and  also  telegraphs  as  follows : 

I  respectfully  recommend  tlie  removal  of  the  military  agent  at  Gallipolis  as  an 
alarmist  or  a  Copperhead.  RamseuCs  and  Gordon’s  divisions,  of  Breckinridge’s 
corps,  were  at  the  crossing  of  Opequon  Creek,  near  Smithfield,  to-day,  and  Breck¬ 
inridge  was  there  in  person. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  30,  1864. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

The  military  agent  is  not  a  Copperhead  nor  an  alarmist.  He  com¬ 
municates  his  information  is  based  on  a  rebel  mail  that  got  through 
to  Charleston  last  Friday.  A  letter  from  one  of  Breckinridge’s  officers 
to  his  brother  says  their  corps  will  be  at  Lewisburg  within  ten  days. 
One  of  our  spies  saw  it.  The  agent  acted  in  good  faith  in  making  his 
communication;  perhaps  I  was  too  quick  in  acting  on  it. 

JOHN  BROUGH. 


Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore^  Jfd.,  August  30^  1864. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War^  Washington,  J).  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  certain  loyal  colored  men  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  complain- 
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iiig  of  grievances  to  wLieh  they  are  subjeeied  in  being  forced  to  drill, 
A^c.,  by  you  referred  to  these  lieadquarters  August  20,  1804,  for  I’eport 
as  to  wlietlier  white  men  were  also  subject  to  the  same  drill  as  is  recpiired 
from  the  men  of  color.  In  reply,  I  Avould  respectfully  state  that  white 
men  have  been  organized  into  companies  and  regiments,  and  are  required 
to  drill.  Unfortunately,  Governor  Bradford  has  declined  to  recognize 
their  organizations  and  commission  their  officers.  There  are  now  three 
regiments  organized.  Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the  Avhites 
was  begun  that  of  the  blacks  was  attempted.  As  Governor  Bradford 
declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  enterprise,  the  State  constitu¬ 
tion  not  recognizing  colored  men  as  subject  to  militia  service,  I  assumed 
the  business  myself  and  gave  it  in  charge  of  Colonel  Bowman,  who  is 
quite  popular  with  the  class  and  has  proven  himself  their  devoted  friend. 
It  was  desirable  to  enroll  all  the  able-bodied  colored  men  of  the  city, 
whether  free  or  slaves.  To  do  that  by  asking  them  to  volunteer  was  im¬ 
possible,  as  many  of  them  are  the  slaves  or  employes  of  secession  citi¬ 
zens,  who  would,  of  course,  prohibit  such  action,  hence  my  measure  had 
tobe  arbitrary.  That  some  instances  of  harshness  have  ensued  is  not 
unlikely,  but  the  sufferers  had  only  to  complain  to  me  to  have  their 
wrongs  redressed. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  among  the  blacks,  as  with  the  whites,  there 
are  lazy  and  trifling  })eoi)le  who  do  nothing  without  compulsion,  and 
complain  when  it  is  exerted.  Besides,  the  disaffected  whites  do  not 
hesitate  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  simple  and  credulous  colored  men  with 
false  ideas  of  my  purposes  toward  them  in  this  organization. 

If  T  had  authority  to  answer  two  questions  of  the  complainants,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  matter :  First,  if,  when  organized,  they 
should  be  called  out  to  defend  the  city,  will  they  be  paid  for  it?  Sec¬ 
ond,  should  they  be  killed  or  disabled  while  so  engaged,  would  they  or 
their  representatives  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  ?  It  would  oblige 
me  very  much  to  receive  instructions  on  these  points  from  the  honor¬ 
able  Secretary  of  War. 

Finally,  the  necessity  for  the  measure  complained  of  is  simply  that 
there  must  be  more  troops  to  defend  the  city  of  Baltimore  than  can 
always  be  spared  for  the  purpose.  I  thought,  and  yet  think  it  possi¬ 
ble,  to  meet  this  necessity  by  stringent  organization  of  the  citizens, 
black  and  white. 

Without  an  interference  with  the  constitution  of  the  State,  I  cannot 
deprive  Governor  Bradford  of  his  lawful  control  of  the  able-bodied 
whites.  It  is  different,  however,  with  tlie  blacks,  whom  the  Governor 
repudiates  for  militia  jmrposesj  and  as  to  these  latter  I  will  see  that 
they  are  not  abused. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  WALLACE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamhershurg,  Fa.,  August  30j  1864. 
Col.  D.  P.  Whiting,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Mifflin : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  I  am 
directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  by  General  Orders, 
No.  48,  current  series.  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  Fort  Mifflin  is 
made  a  separate  post,  and  that  hereafter  you  will  report  directly  to 
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lieutlquarters,  (VoJii  ^vliich  someth  yon  will  rocoivc  your  orders. 
Qiiiirtermaster’s  and  coinniissary  supplies  will  be  furnislied  by  the  olli- 
cers  of  those  departments  in  Philadelphia  on  your  requisition,  or  on 
orders  from  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BEENTT  SWEAEINGEN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  (  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

N^o.  287.  S  Washington,  August  31,  1864. 

*  *  *  *■  # 

35.  Maj.  F.  0.  Newhall,  aide-de-camp,  will  report  in  person,  without 
delay,  to  Major-General  Sheridan,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Mid¬ 
dle  Military  Division,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

**#*#-*# 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  W ar : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assist  an  t  A  djutan  t-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Briuade, 

Near  Fort  Buffalo,  Ya.,  August  31,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  is  nothing  of 
importance  to  report  from  this  vicinity.  One  of  the  picket-posts  was 
attacked  to-day  by  a  x>arty  of  seven  guerrillas,  but  they  were  beaten 
off. 

8.30  p.  M. 

Major  Horton,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  with  Major  Waite,  have 
just  come  in;  they  left  Aldie  this  morning  at  7  o’clock.  Major  Hor¬ 
ton  arrived  at  Aldie  at  6  o’clock  last  evening,  and  found  on  his  arrival 
there  that  Major  Waite  had  already  been  up  the  country  and  on  his 
way  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  New  Yorlc  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

August  31,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Chapman, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

General:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  you  will  send 
one  regiment  back  to  Eij)pon  to  picket  the  roads  leading  from  there 
toward  Winchester,  and  also  toward  the  Shenandoah  River.  This 
move  is  desired  more  as  a  guard  to  trains  than  anything  else. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SIEBEET, 

A  ssista  n  t  A  d jut  an  t-  Ge/n  er<(  1. 
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Harper’s  P'erry,  August  31,  1864. 

(Received  9.15  a.m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Nothing'  from  front  last  night.  Couriers  expected  every  moment. 
As  soon  as  they  arrive  will  report. 

5  no'.  1).  STEVPmSON, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  31,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 


Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  infantry  of  enemy  are  coucentrated  at  Bunker  Hill;  our  cav¬ 
alry  are  sent  to  operate  on  their  rear;  to-day  must  develop  their 
strength  and  purpose.  No  fighting  yesterday  mentioned. 

JNO.  H.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Harper’s  Ferry,  August  31, 1864. 

(Received  9.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  information  through  rebel  sources  that  Early,  with  his  com¬ 
mand,  has  been  recalled  to  Ri(;hmoud ;  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
passed  through  Winchester  several  days  ago.  I  think  this  to  be  the 
fact.  I  learn  from  the  front  that  reconnaissances  of  cavalry  as  far  as 
Berry ville  and  beyond  Smithfield,  in  direction  of  Bunker  Hill,  failed  to 
find  enemy  to-day. 

JNO.  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Wharlestoivn,  August  31,  1864 — .9  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Averell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

T[orbert],  with  M[erritt]  and  W[ilson],  have  gone  up  the  Valley.  I 
will  have  definite  information  soon.  If  the  enemy  should  fall  back, 
shove  them  along. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Alajor-  General,  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  August  31,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Averell, 

Martmsb^irg,  W.  Va.  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  no  late  news  of  importance.  Send 
you  by  train  this  a.  m.  the  latest  papers.  McNeill,  with  about  250  men, 
is  lying  between  Romney  and  Hanging  Rock,  evidently  Early’s  west¬ 
ern  picket,  watching  my  movements. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Chambersburg-,  Pa.,  Atigust  31,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  11.15  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Oadwalader  reports  that  he  captured  seventy  prisoners  last 
night  in  Columbia  County.  These  are  chiefly  leaders  and  others  who 
were  organized  to  resist  the  draft.  They  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Mifflin. 

COUCH, 

Major-  General. 


SiONAL  Camp, 

Greencastle,  Fa.,  August  31,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  S.  Tafft,  Chief  Assistant,  Signal  Burea  u : 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  you  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  detachment  during  the  mouth  ending  August  31, 
1864: 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  the  greater  portion  of  my  detachment 
were  on  duty  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  whilst  myself  and  a  small  party  were 
temporarily  stationed  at  Emmitsburg,  Md.  From  this  point  we  moved 
into  the  Cumberland  Valley,  by  order  of  Capt.  F.  E.  Town,  and  opened 
stations  at  Greencastle,  l^^orth  Mountain,  and  Williamsport.  These 
stations  remained  in  operation  until  August  5,  when  the  parties  occu¬ 
pying  the  two  last  posts  were  compelled  to  abandon  them  on  account 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  Hagerstown  and  Williamsport.  After 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  I  requested  and  obtained  per¬ 
mission  to  return  to  my  command  at  Harper’s  h'erry.  Immediately 
upon  my  return  the  whole  detachment  belonging  to  this  department 
were  relieved  from  duty  and  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  Couch. 
I  reported  at  headquarters  Department  of  Susquehanna  August  11, 
and  for  some  days  thereafter  remained  in  camp  near  Chambersburg, 
for  the  purpose  of  equipping  my  men  with  horses  and  the  necessary 
clothing.  These  arrangements  being  completed,  I  moved  the  detach¬ 
ment  to  this  place,  and  reopened  our  previous  stations.  I  have  signal 
l)osts  at  present  at  this  point,  on  North  Mountain,  and  near  Williams¬ 
port,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  open  another  at  Fairview  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  From  these  iioints  it  will  be  very  easy  to  watch  the  fords  of  the 
upper  Potomac,  from  Falling  Waters  to  Hancock,  and  to  give  timely 
notice  of  any  attempt  to  cross.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  haziness 
of  the  atmosphere  has  embarrassed  our  operations  very  much  for  the 
past  ten  days;  but  as  this  is  rather  unusual  in  this  climate  and  at  this 
season,  I  think  we  shall  experience  no  difficulty  of  the  kind  during  the 
fall.  During  the  past  month  Lieutenant  Reymer  has  reported  to  me 
for  instructions  and  duty.  Good  horses  have  been  furnished  to  the 
enlisted  men,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  my  detachment  as 
well  equipped  and  instructed  as  any  party  Avith  which  I  ever  served. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

AMOS  M.  THAYER, 

First  LieuteMant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 

Chamhershurg,  Fa.,  August  31,  1864. 

Capt.  E.  M.  Warren, 

Independent  Company  lOO-days’’  Fennsylvania  Yolunteers: 
Captain  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  (;om- 
mand  from  where  it  is  at  present  located  to  within  three  or  four  miles 
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of  McOoiinellsburg,  establishing  your  camp  at  a  point  where  wood  and 
water  are  easily  accessible.  You  will  keep  constantly  on  the  alert  in 
regard  to  deserters  and  stragglers,  arresting  them  wherever  found. 
All  Government  property  in  the  hands  of  unautliorized  persons  should 
be  taken  charge  of,  and  the  facts  promptly  reported  to  these  head¬ 
quarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BKENT  SWEARINGEN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Military  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan, 
U.  S.  Army,  conmiandiny,  for  the  month  of  August,  1864. 


Command. 


General  headquarters . 

Department  of  Washington  (Au¬ 
gur)  ; 

Staff  and  infantry . 

(.’avalry . 

Artillei’y . 

Detachment  of  Signal  Corps  . . 

•  Total . 

De])artnient  of  the  Susquehanna 
(Couch) : 

Staff  and  infantry . 

Cavalry . 

Artillery . 

Detachment  of  Signal  Corps  . . . 

1'otal . . 

Middle  Department  (Wallace) : 

Staff  and  infanti'y . 

Cavalry . 

Artillery . . 

Total . 

Department  of  West  Virginia 
(Crook) : 

Staff  and  infantry . . 

Cavalry . 

Artillery . . 

Total . 

Sixth  Army  Corps  (Wright) : 

Staff  and  infantry . . 

Artillery . 

Total . 

Detachment  'N'iueteenth  Army 
Corps  (Emory) : 

Staff  and  infantry . 

Artillery . 

Total . 

Cavalry  forces  (Torbert) : 

Cavalry  aiul  staff . 

Ai'tilleiy . 


Total . 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

i 

i 

Heavy. 

Field. 

24 

120 

216 

389 

. 

483 

18, 597 

23, 076 

26, 572 

120 

3,  402 

5,752 

7, 180 

218 

5,  895 

7,753 

1  9,  854  ! 

736 

279 

7 

68 

75 

81  1 

j 

828 

27,  962 

36,  656 

43,687 

73J 

279 

138 

1.  872 

2,  228 

1 

'  3,670 

i 

13 

401 

427 

'  464 

5 

181 

194 

!  296 

1 . 

12 

2 

56 

59 

'  66 

158 

2,  510 

2,  908 

:  4, 496 

12 

260  ! 

5,  067 

5,  963 

8.  362 

19 

297 

347 

660 

. j 

8 

219 

294 

329 

. 

6  1 

287 

5,  583 

6,  604 

9,351 

i 

«  1 

538 

11,  898 

14, 032 

23,  443 

1 

241 

6,  231 

8,  457 

14, 722 

83 

2,877 

3,  521 

4,478 

! 

862 

21,  006 

26,  010 

42,643 

i . 

i 

03  5 

11, 333 

15, 717 

29,599 

i 

24 

623 

697 

1  812 

. 

24 

659 

11, 956 

j  16,414 

30,411 

657 

12,  068 

i 

14, 187 

21,  081 

i 

15 

’436 

i  458 

559 

1  20  j 

672 

12,  504 

14,645 

21,  640 

20 

371 

7.  891 

'  10,347 

20,  028 

32 

22 

on 

1  701 

979 

24 

393 

8,  502 

1  11,048 

21,007 

! . 

1 

56 

.  3, 883 

90, 143 

jll4,  501 

1173,624 

i 

1  736 

1 

Headcpiarters. 


In  the  field. 

W ashington,  D.  C. 


Chambersburg,  l*a. 


Baltimore,  Md. 


In  the  field. 


In  t  he  field. 


In  tlie  field. 


In  the  field. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  MMdte  Military  Division^  commanded  by 
May.  Gen,  Fliilip  IT.  Sheridan^  V.  S.  Army^  Angnst  31  j  1864, 


ES(M)RT. 

6tli  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Capt.  Ira  W.  (HaHiii. 
DEFARTMENT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Maj.  Gen,  CuRifSTOPiiKii  C.  Auguk. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Capt.  AVilliam  R.  Roe. 

LIGHT  ARTILLERY  DEPOT  AND  CAMP  OF  INSTRIJCTION.^ 


I3ri<^.  Geu.  Albion  P.  Howe. 

Massachusetts  Light,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Henry  D.  Scott. 

New  York  Light,  6th  Battery,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Martin. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  James  Thompson. 

1st  United  States,  Batteries  A  and  F,  Lieut.  Hardman  P.  Norris. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  E,  Lieut.  James  S.  Dudley. 

3d  United  States,  Batteries  L  and  M,  Lieut.  Erskine  Gittiugs. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Rufus  King,  jr. 

PROVISIONAL  BRIGADES. 

Maj.  Gen.  Silas  Casey. 

Detachments  1st,  2d,  19th,  23d,  27th,  31st,  39th,  43d,  and  102d  U.  S.  Colored  Troox)8, 
Lieut.  Charles  E.  Graham. 

Detachments  28th  and  29th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Daniel  Brooks. 

45th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Thorn. 

HAKDINAS  DIVISION.! 

Brig.  Gen.  Martin  D.  Hardin. 

Eirst  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  Howard  Kitching. 

6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Absalom  Crookston. 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (five  companies),  Maj.  .James  W.  Snyder. 

13th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Cai)t.  Charles  H.  Hatch. 

41st  New  York  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Detleo  von  Einsiedel. 

Ist  Battalion  Pennsylvania  Artillery  (two  companies),  Capt.  Samuel  Kiddle. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  William  P.  Graves. 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Lewis  L.  Young. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Horace  G.  Thomas. 


4th  and  10th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  (?ol.  Beuezet  F. 
Foust. 

7th  and  21st  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (twelve  comx>anies),  Maj.  John  B.  Callis. 
Michigan  Ifight  Artillery,  14th  Battery,  Caiit.  Charles  Heine. 

1st  Company  New  Ham])shire  Heavy  Artillerv,  ) .l  /-n  i  ir  t 
1st  Provisional  Dattalio'i  Heavy  Artillery,  '  ( 


^Or  C;mi])  Barry,  coLMinanded  by  Maj.  .Tames  A.  Hall. 

t  Headquarters  at  Wasbington  City.  Troojis  at  Forts  Baker,  Bayard,  Bunker 
Hill,  Carroll,  Davis,  De  Rnssy,  Dn  Pont,  Gaines,  Greble,  K<‘arny,  Lincoln,  Mahan, 
Mansfield,  Meigs,  Reno,  Ricketts,  Siiniiions,  Slocnni,  Smea<l,  Snyder,  Stanton,  Ste¬ 
vens,  Sumner,  Wagner,  ami  Batteries  Cameron,  Kemble,  I’arrott,  and  Vermont. 
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^  Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  .John  H.  Oberteuffi:r. 

Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  (eight  companies).* 

Fort  Foote,  Md. 

Capt.  Oliver  J.  Conaxt. 

Maine  Coast  Guard,  Company  B,  Capt.  Oliver  .T.  Conant. 

Michigan  Light  Artillery,  l.Sth  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Dupont. 

2d  Company  New  Hampshire  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  George  P.  Thyng. 

DlSTRKrr  OF  ST.  MARY\S,  MD. 

Brig.  Gen.  .Tames  Barnes. 

11th  L".  S.  Yeteran  Reserve  Corjis,  Col.  .T.  Egbert  Farnum. 

20th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Cal.  George  A.  Washburne. 
5th  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (colored),  Maj.  Horace  N.  Weld. 
Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  2d  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 

FORT  WASHINGTON,  MD. 

Col.  Horace  Brooks. 

Maine  Coast  Guard,  Company  A,  Capt.  Charles  Barker.  • 
DISTRICT  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Col.  Moses  N.  Wisewell.I 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  W.  Gile. 

Ist  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  E. Trotter. 
6th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederic  S.  Palmer. 

9th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  E.  Johnston. 
19th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Maj.  John  H.  Donovan. 

22d  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  Rutherford. 

24th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Marsh. 

Not  brigaded. 

150th  Pennsylvania,  Company  K,  Capt.  Thomas  Getchell. 

Union  Light  Guard  Ohio  Cavalry,  Lieut.  .Tames  B.  Jameson. 

U.  S.  Ordnance  Detachment,  Maj.  James  G.  Benton. 

DE  RUSSY’S  DIVISION,  t 

Brig.  Gen.  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  N.  G.  Whistler. 

10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  G.  De  Peyster  Arden. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Andrew  Fagan. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Crawford  Allen,  jr. 
1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  Frank  S.  French. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  James  E.  Wilson. 


*  The  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  lOth,  11th,  12th,  and  14th  Independent  Companies;  after¬ 
ward  the  Third  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery, 
t Military  governor. 

t Headquarters  at  Fort  Corcoran.  Troops  at  Forts  Barnard,  Berry,  Ethan  Allen, 
Ellsworth,  Farnsworth,  Garesch6,  Lyon,  Marcy,  O’Rorke,  Richardson,  Reynohls, 
Scott,  Ward,  Weed,  Willard,  Williams,  Worth,  apd  Battery  Rodgers, 
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ASecond  Brigade . 

Col.  Thomas  Wilhelm. 
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74th  Penusylvauia,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  von  Mitzel. 

13th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company -C,  Capt.  Hobart  E.  Fitzgerald. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Solon  W.  Stocking. 
Provisional  Battalion  (three  companies),  Capt.  Nelson  J.  Strickland. 

•  Third  Brigade. 


Col.  William  Heine. 

103d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Wettstein. 

104th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Thompson  D.  Hart. 

3d  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Maj.  William  H.  H.  Beadle. 

3d  Company  Unattached  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  Edwin  Thomas. 
15th  Company  Unattached  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  Edward  J.  Russell. 
Indiana  Light  Artillery,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  R.  Deming. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artilleiy,  Battery  F,  Capt.  William  R.  Wilson. 

Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Batteiy  I,  Lieut.  Louis  M.  Johnston. 

Fonrik  Brigade. 

Col.  Addls^^Farnsworth. 

Maryland  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt.  John  M.  Bruce. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Wallace  Hill. 

1st  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A,  Capt.  Wallace  M.  Spear. 

12th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Maj.  James  Johnston. 

('A^  ALRY  BRIGADE. 

(.‘ol.  Henry  M.  Lazelle. 

13th  New  York,  Col.  Henry  S.  Causevoort. 

16th  New  York,  Maj.  Giles  G.  Horton. 

DISTRICT  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

Brig.  Geii.  John  P.  Slough.* 

Ist  District  of  Columbia  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Boyd. 

2d  District  of  Columbia,  Col.  Charles  M.  Alexander. 

42d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  .Joseph  Stedman. 

26th  Michigan,  Company  F,  Capt.  Edmund  Richardson. 

Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Theodore  M.  Finley. 

*  PROVOST  DETACHMENTS. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  H.  Wells.! 

2d  District  of  Columbia,  Company  A,  Lieut.  John  W.  Peck. 

2d  District  of  Columbia,  Company  B,  Capt.  John  B.  Morris. 

Ist  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  Thurlow  W.  Lusk. 

16th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  James  A.  McPherson. 

12th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (detachment),  Capt.  Rufus  D.  Pettit, 

RENDEZVOUS  OF  DISTRIBUTION. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKelvy. 

14th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Carlile  Boyd. 
Provisional  Detachment,  conscripts,  &c.,  Capt.  Alvah  W.  Briggs. 


*  M  i  1  i tary  go v ern  or . 

+  Provost-marshal-gem‘ral,  Defenses  South  of  the  I’otomac. 
G2  R  R — VOL  XL  111,  PT  I 
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CAVALRY  DIVISION.  ^ 

Col.  William  Gamble. 

EIUST  DIVISION. 

Capt.  Ben.iamin  F.  Kookafkllow. 

Second  Brigade, 

Lieut.  AVillia?*!  J.  Allen. 


First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Charles  A.  Parker 


1st  Michigan, 

5th  Michigan,  I  Dp^Hnneuts 
6th  Michigan,  ^^^etacninents. 

7th  Michigan,  J 


4th  New  York, 

6th  New  York, 

9th  New  York, 
17th  Pennsylvania, 


Detachments. 


Iieserve  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Marcellos  E.  Jones 


19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoofis), 
6th  Pennsylvania, 

1st  Rhode  Island, 

Ist  United  States, 

2d  United  States, 

5th  United  States,  " 

6th  United  States, 


:  Detachments. 


second  division. 
Capt.  James  T.  Pealk. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Lieut.  George  AV.  Brooks. 


Capt.  Robert  A.  Robinson. 


1st  Massachusetts, 
1st  New  Jersey, 
10th  New  York, 

6th  Ohio,  » 

1st  Pennsylvania, 
3d  Pennsylvania, 


1st  Maine, 

2d  Pennsylvania, 
4th  Pennsylvania, 
8th  Pennsylvania, 
13th  Pennsylvania, 
16th  Pennsylvania,  j 


Detachments. 


Third  Division. 


Maj.  Henry  AV.  Sawyer.  « 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Capt.  Robert  Loudon. 


Lieut.  George  AV.  Byard. 


1st  Connecticut, 
2d  New  York, 

3d  New  York, 

5th  New  York, 

2d  Ohio, 

18th  Pennsylvania, 


>  Detachments. 


8th  Illinois, 

3d  Indiana, 

8th  New  York, 

22d  New  York,  Detachments. 
25th  New  York, 
j  1st  Ohio, 

I  1st  Vermont, 


CAMP  miscellany. 

Lieut.  Col.  Richard  F.  Moson. 


UNATTACHED. 

1st  New  Hampshire  (detachment),  Maj.  Joseph  F.  Andrews. 

*  Consisting  of  detachments  belonging  to  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  Middle  Military  Division. 
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MUDDY  BRANCH,  MD. 

8tli  Illinois  Ciivalry,  Maj.  John  M.  Waite. 

*  HOSPITAL  GUARDS. 

Siirg.  Robekt  O.  Abhoit. 

CAVALRY  DEPOT  (GIESBOROUGH  POINT). 

Col.  George  A.  H.  Blake. 

19th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Company  K,  Lieut.  Henry  K.  W.  Ayers. 
228th  Company,  1st  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  ArchibaUl 
McKillip. 

FREEDMAN’S  VILLAGE. 


L^.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (two  eomj3auies),  Capt,  George  B.  Carse. 
RAILWAY  GUARD. 

18th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (six  companies),  Col,  Charles  F.  Johnson. 
•  NOT  BRIGADED. 


84th  New  York  State  Militia,  Col,  Frederick  A.  Coukliiig. 
,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA. 


Maj.  Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch. 

CARLISLE,  PA. 

Cavalry  Depot  (Carlisle  Barracks),  Capt,  William  B.  Royall. 
Draft  Rendezvous,  (!apt.  Davi<l  P.  Hancock. 

.  ('HAMBERSBURG,  PA. 

Patapsco  (Maryland)  Guards,  Capt.  Thomas  S.  McGoAvan, 

201st  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Col.  F.  Asbury  Awl. 

1st  Battalion  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Stewart. 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  George  D.  Stroud. 
Keystone  (Pennsylvania)  Battcwy,  Capt.  Matthew  Hastings. 

CHELTON  HILL  (CAMP  WILLIAM  PENN),  PA. 

Lieut.  Col.  Louis  Wagaer. 

45th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  (six  companies),  Maj.  James  T.  Bates. 

127th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  (five  companies),  Lieut.  William  P.  Roberts. 
Independent  Company  A,  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Emm  M.  Harris. 

GREENCASTLE,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (oye  company),  Capt.  Edward  B.  Sauno. 
Detachment  Signal  Corps,  Lieut.  Amos  M.  Thayer. 

HARRISBURG,  PA. 

(!apt.  Richard  L  Doihje. 


W. 


16th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Col.  Charles  M.  Prevost. 

.50th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  C(>r[>s,  Li(Mij,  Heiijamin  C.  Cook. 
Convalescent  Battery,  Lieut.  John  T.  Kingsbury. 
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PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader. 

186th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Henry  A.  Frink. 

46tli  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Thomas  C.  Kendall. 
51st  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Edward  L.  Stratton. 
52d  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Frank  H.  Coles. 
53d,  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  John  R.  Fellmau. 
55th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Oliver  D.  Peahody. 
57th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  William  Brian. 
105th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lient.  Thomas  Matthews. 
131st  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Cai)t.  John  K.  MurT)hy. 
162d  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Maxvon  Amelunxen, 

DISTRICT  OF  THE  MONONGAHELA.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Rowley.  • 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Bates. 

21st  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Company  I,  Capt.  Greenlief  P.  Davis. 

109th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lient.  John  L.  Graham. 

POTTSVILLE,  PA. 

Capt.  JOSIAH  C.  HULLINGER.t 

50th  Company,  2d  Battjilion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (detachment),  Sergt.  Jere¬ 
miah  Alcorn. 

21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut.  James  C.  Patton. 

SHIMPSTOWN,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  Chflistian  B.  Hebhle. 

YORK,  PA. 

Snrg.  Henry  Palmer. 

108th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  William  Mitchell, 

'  BLOOMSBURG,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company),  Caj)t.  Bruce  Lambert. 
McCONNELLSBURG,  PA. 

Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company),  Capt.  Edward  M.  AVarreu. 

FORT  MIFFLIN,  PA. 

*  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  P.  Whiting. 


MIDDLE  DEPARTMENT  (EIGHTH  ARMY  CORPS). 


Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace. 
FIRST  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. 


Brig.  Gen.  Erastus  B.  Tyler. 


1st  Maryland  Eastern  Shore,  Maj.  John  R,  Keene. 

11th  Maryland,  Col.  William  T.  Landstreet. 

12th  Maryland  (live  companies),  Lieut.  Col*.  John  L.  Bishop. 

93d  New  York  (militia),  Col.  William  R.  W.  Chambers. 

195th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Joseph  W.  Fisher. 

1st  Delaware  Cavalry  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Napoleon  B.  Knight. 
8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment), 

9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment), 

3d  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Capt.  William  D.  Rank. 


Lieut.  William  H.  Courtney. 


*  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Fullwood,  commanding  Post  of  Pittsburg, 
t  Commanding  Lehigh  District, 
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8ECONU  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Morris. 

5tli  MassacRusetts  Infantry,  Col.  George  H,  Peirson. 

9l8t  New  York,  Lient.  Col.  .Jonathan  Tarhell. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillerj^,  Batteries  H  and  K,  Capt.  Frank  H.  Lamed. 

THIRD  SEPARATE  BRIGADE. 

•Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood. 

1st  Marjdand  Eastern  Shore,  Company  B,  Cajit.  John  E.  Graham. 

8th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Peach,  jr. 

193d  Pennsylvania  (detachment). 

194th  Pennsylvania^  Col.  James  Nagle. 

71st  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Rohert  J.  Suther¬ 
land. 

72d  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Frank  P.  Gross. 
89th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Nelson  Bronson. 
95th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieitt.  Vivian  K.  Spear. 
143d  Company,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  Horatio  Roberts 
10th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (four  companies).  Col.  David  P.  De  Witt. 
Independent  Cavalry  Company  (Maryland),  Caj)t.  George  W.  P.  Smith. 

ANNAPOLIS,  MD. 

Col.  Adrian  R.  Root. 

96th  Company,  2d  Battalion,  IT.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Capt.  Horace  F.  Cross- 
man. 

118th  and  119th  Companies,  2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut. 
Charles  Reynolds. 

WILMINGTON,  DEL. 

Col.  Samuel  M.  Bowman.* 

193d  Pennsylvania  (detachment),  Col.  John  B.  Clark. 

2d  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (detachments),  Lieut.  James  Lewis. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook. 

FIRST  division. 

Col.  Joseph  Thoburn. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  George  D.  Wells. 

34th  Massachusetts,  Mai.  Harrison  W. 
Pratt. 

116th  Ohio,  Col.  .Tames  Washburn. 

123d  Ohio,  Col.  William  T.  Wilson. 

5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  Maj.  Caspar  Urban. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  G.  Ely. 

18th  Connecticut,  Maj .  Henry  Peale. 

2d  Maryland  Eastern  Shore,  Col.  Rob¬ 
ert  S.  Rodgers. 

1st  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob 
Weddle. 

4th  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Benjamin  D. 
Boswell. 

12th  West  Virginia,  Capt.  Erastus  G. 
Bartlett. 


Commanding  District  of  Delaware. 
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Third  Brifjade. 

Ool.  Thomas  M.  TIakuis. 

23d  Illinois  (five  companies),  Ca])t.  David  P.  Moriarty. 
54tli  Pennsylvania,  Lient.  Col.  John  P.  Linton. 

10th  West  Virginia,  Maj,  Henry  H.  Withers. 

11th  West  Virginia,  Lient.  Col.  Van  H.  Bukey. 

15th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Jolm  W.  Holliday. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


C(d.  Isaac  H.  Duval. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Ruthereohd  P).  Haa'es. 

23d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Comly. 
36th  Ohio,  Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 

5th  West  Virginia,  Col.  Ahia  A.  Tomlin¬ 
son. 

13th  West  Virginia,  Col.  AVilliam  R. 
Brown. 


i  Second  Brigade, 

Col.  Daniel  D.  Johnson. 

34th  Ohio,  Maj.  Luther  Fnruey. 

91st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Coates. 
9th  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Benjamin  M. 

I  Skinner. 

14th  West  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
I  W.  Taggart. 


DISTRICT  OF  HARPER’S  FERRY.  ^ 


Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson. 

KENi.v’s  brigade.  * 

Brig.  Geii.  .John  R.  Kenly. 

2d  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  Ellis  Porter. 

3d  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  Gilpin. 

49th  Pennsylvania,!  Lieut.  Col.  Baynton  J.  Hickman. 

cavalry. 

12th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Lewis  B.  Pierce. 

Loudoun  (Virginia)  Rangers,  Capt.  Daniel  M.  Keyes. 

Remount  Camp,  Capt.  James  H.  Stevenson. 

ARTILLERY. 

Kentucky  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  Daniel  W.  Glassie. 

Maryland  Light,  Baltimore  Battery,  Cajit.  Frederic  W.  Alexander. 
Maryland  Light,  Battery  A,t  Capt.  James  H.  Rigby. 

5th  New  Y’ork  Heavy  (eight  companies).  Col.  Samuel  Graham. 

New  York  Light,  30th  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  von  Kleiser. 

New  York  Light,  32d  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Kiisserow. 

Ohio  Light,  1st  IBattery,  Capt.  George  P.  Kirtland. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Gibbs. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Beldin  Spence. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  F,"*  Capt.  Nathaniel  Irish. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  George  Furst. 

unattached. 

Ist  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade  (infantry),  Lieut.  Col.  Roger  E.  Cook. 
Independent  Comjjany  Pennsylvania  Engineers,  Capt.  S.  Crawford  Smith. 

*For  composition  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps 
(serving  in  this  district),  see  p.  985. 
t  Also  reported  in  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corjis. 
t  Dismounted  and  acting  as  infantry. 
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Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley. 

2d  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Company  K,  Capt.  Peter  B.  Petrie. 

6tli  West  Virginia,  Maj.  Jolin  H.  Showalter. 

11th  West  Virginia  (four  companies),  Maj.  James  L.  Simpson. 

2d  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  Company  F  (cavalry),  Capt.  Norval  Mc¬ 
Kinley. 

3d  Company  Ohio  Cavalry  (detachment),  Capt.  Harry  Pease. 

8th  Ohio  Cavalry  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Youart. 

1st  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Harrison  H.  Hagans. 

5th  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Michael  Donohue. 

6th  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  W.  Thompson. 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  John  McAfee. 

Maryland  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Alonzo  Snow. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt,  John  Carlin. 

1st  West  Virginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  John  E.  Morgan. 

KANAWHA  VALLEY  FORCES. 


Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  C.  Sullivan. 

7th  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  Maj.  Hedgeman  Slack. 
FIRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION.^ 


Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  N.  Duffi^. 

1st  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade,!  Col.  Henry  A.  Cole. 
1st  New  York  (Veteran),  Lient.  Col.  John  S.  Platner. 

15th  New  York,  Col.  Robert  M.  Richardson. 

21st  New  Y'ork,  Maj.  John  S.  .Jennings. 

20th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Gabi  iel  Middleton. 

SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Averell. 
First  Brigade. 


Col.  James  M.  Schoonmaker. 

8th  Ohio  (detachment),  Maj.  James  AV. 
Shaw. 

14th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Shadrach  Foley. 
22d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  J. 
Greenheld. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  AVilliam  H.  Powell. 

1st  New  AWrk  (Lincoln),  Maj.  Timothy 
Quinn. 

1st  AVest  A^irginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  E. 
Capehart. 

2d  AVest  A^irginia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J. 
Hoffman. 

3d  West  A^irginia,  Maj.  Lot  Bowen. 


Artillery. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  Gulian  A^.  AVeir. 


ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Andrew  Rosney. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Henry  A.  Du  Pont. 

1st  AVest  Adrginia  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Alexander  C.  Moore. 

*  But  see  organization  as  directed  in  General  Orders,  No.  13,  August  29,  p.  9.58. 
t  See  also  LoAvell’s  l>rigade  (p.  986),  to  which  it  was  assigned  August  9. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

FliEDERICK,  MD. 

132d  Company,  2(1  Battalion,  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Lieut.  James  Drysdale. 

WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

Virginia  Exempts,  Caj>t.  Ewald  Over. 

SIXTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright. 


ESCORT. 

1st  Michigan  Cavalry,  Comiiany  G,  Lient.  William  H.  Wheeler. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  A.  Russell. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Penrose. 


4th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Robert  S.  John¬ 
ston. 

10th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Lambert  Boeman. 
15th  New  Jersey,  Lient.  Col.  Edward  L. 
Campbell. 


Seco  n  d  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Emory  Upton. 

65th  New  York,*  Col.  Joseph  E.  Hamb¬ 
lin. 

121st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Egbert  01- 
cott. 

95th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Francis  J. 
Randall. 

96th  Pennsylvania,  Lient.  Col.  William 
H.  Lessig. 

2d  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  Col. 
Ranald  S.  Mackenzie. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Oliver  Edwards. 

37th  Massachusetts,!  Lieut.  Col.  George  L.  Montague. 
49th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Bayuton  J.  Hicknmu. 

82d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  AVetherill. 

119th  Pennsylvania,t  Lieut.  Col.  Gideon  Clark. 

2d  Rhode  Island  (battalion),  Capt.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 
5th  Wisconsin  (battalion),  Capt.  Charles  W.  Kempf. 


SECOND  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton. 

62d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  B. 
Hamilton. 

93d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S. 
Long. 

98th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John  B. 
Kohler. 

102d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Thomas  Mc¬ 
Laughlin. 

139th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Robert  Munroe. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  A.  Grant. 

2d  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  AmasaS.  Tracy.  * 
3d  Vermont(battalion),  )  Col.  George P. 
4th  Veripont,  (  Foster. 

5th  V ermont,  Capt.  Friend  H.  Barney. 

6th  Vermont,  Capt.  Martin  W.  Davis, 
lltli  Vermont  (1st  Heavy  Artillery),  Col. 
James  M.  Warner. 


*  Detachment  67th  New  York  attached, 
t  Detachments  7th  and  10th  Massachusetts  attached. 
.  t  Detachment  23d  Pennsylvania  attached. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  D.  Bidwell. 

7tli  Maine,  Maj.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher, 

43d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Volkert  V.  Van  Patten. 
49th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Erastus  D.  Holt. 

77th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Winsor  B.  French. 

122d  New  York,  Maj  Jahez  M.  Brower. 

61st  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Charles  S.  Greene. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Ricketts. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Emerson. 

14th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Peter  Vreden- 
hurgh,  jr. 

106th  New  York,  Capt.  Samuel  Parker. 
151st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M. 
Fay. 

87th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  W.  Schall. 
10th  Vermont,  Maj.  Edwin  Dillingham. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Keifer. 

6th  Maryland,  Col.  John  W.  Horn, 
noth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Otho  H.  Binkley. 
122d  Ohio,  Col.  William  H.  Ball. 

126th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col,  Aaron  W.  Ebright. 
67th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  John  F. Young. 
138th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Lewis  A.  May. 
9th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj. 
Charles  Burgess. 


ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 


Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins. 

Maine  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Capt.  Greenleaf  T.  Stevens. 
Massachusetts  Light,  1st  Battery  (A),  Lieut.  Jacob  Federhen. 
New  York  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  Andrew  Cowan. 

Ist  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Richard  Waterman. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  George  W?  Adams. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 


DETACHMENT  NINETEENTH  ABMY  COBPS. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Emory. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

^rig.  Gen.  William  Dwight. 


First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Beal. 

29th  Maine,  Maj.  William  Knowlton. 
30th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis 
H.  Whittier. 

90th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Nelson 
Shaurman. 

114th  New  York,  Col.  Samuel  R.  Per  Lee. 
116th  New  York,  Col.  George  M.  Love. 
153d  New  York,  Col.  Edwin  P.  Davis. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  McMillan. 

12th  Connectieut,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  H. 
Peck. 

13th  Maine,  Col.  Henry  Rust,  jr. 

15th  Maine,  Col.  Isaac  Dyer. 

160th  New  York,*  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Van 
Pet  ten. 

47th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Tilghman  H. 
Good. 

1  8th  Vermont,  Col.  Stephen  Thomas. 


'JChird  Brigade.] 


Col.  Leonard  D.  H.  Currie. 

30th  Maine,  Capt.  George  W.  Randall, 

133d  New  York,  Maj.  Anthony  J.  Allaire. 

162d  New  York,  Coi.  Justus  W.  Blanchard. 

165th  New  Yoj^  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Gouverneur  Carr. 
173d  New  Yoru,  Maj.  George  W.  Rogers. 


^Detachment  of  non-veterans  90th  New  York  attaehed. 
t  Serving  in  the  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry. 
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Artilhnj. 

New  York  Ligiit,  5tli  Battery,  Lieut.  Joliii  V.  Grant. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Geii.  Cuvier  Grover. 

First  Brief ade.  |  Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge.  i  Col.  Jacob  Sharpe. 


9th  Coimecticut,  Col.  Thomas  W.  Cahill. 
12th  Maine,  Col.  William  K.  Kimball. 
14th  Maine,  Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter. 

26th  MassachnsetTs,  Col.  Alpha  B.  FBrr. 
14th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Robert  Wilson. 
75th  New  York,  Col.  Robert  B,  Merritt. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  L.  Molineux. 

11th  Indiana,  Col.  Daniel  Macanley. 

22d  Iowa,  Col.  Harvev  Graham. 

131st  New  York,  Col.  Nicholas  W.  Day. 
159th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
Waltermire. 

3d  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (d  i  s  - 
mounted),  Col.  Lorenzo  D.  Sar¬ 
gent. 


38th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Charles  F. 
Allen. 

128th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  P. 
Foster. 

156th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred 
Nealie. 

175th  New  York  (three  companies),  Capt. 

Charles  McC^arthey. 

176th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Lewis. 

Fourth  Jirigade. 

Col.  David  Skunk. 

8th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  .1. 
Kenny. 

18th  Indiana,  Col.  Henry  D.  Washburn. 
24th  Iowa,  Col.  John  Q.'Wilds. 

28th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W. 
Wilson. 


Artillery. 

Maine  Light,  Ist  Battery  (A),  Cai)t.  Albert  W.  Bradbury. 


reserve  artillery. 

Capt.  Elljaii  D.  Taft. 

Indiana  Light,  17th  Battery,  Capt.  Milton  L.  Miner. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  William  W.  Buckley. 

CA  VALBY. 


Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torb^rt. 

ESCORT. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  Preston  M.  Farrington. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  Guster. 

Isfc  Michigan,  Maj.  Thomas  M.  Howri- 
gan. 

5th  Michigan,  Col.  Russell  A.  Alger. 

6th  Michigan,  Col.  James  H.  Kidd. 

7th  Michigan,  Maj.  Melvin  Brewer. 

Second  Brigade.  ^ 

Col.  Thomas  C.  Devin. 

4th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  R. 
Parnell. 

6th  New  York,  Maj.  William  E.  Beards¬ 
ley. 

9th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  S. 
'  Nichols. 

17th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Coe  Durland. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  R.  Lowell,  Jr. 

1st  Maryland  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 
Maj.  Alexander  M.  Florjc 
2d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Casper 
Crown-inshield. 

25th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  J.  Seymour. 
•  Reserve  Brigade. 

Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 

19th  New  York  (1st  Dragoons),  Maj. 

Howard  M.  Smith. 

6th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  James  Starr. 

1st  United  States,  Capt.  Eugene  M. 
Baker,  m 

2d  United  States,  Capt.  Robert  S. 
Smith. 

5th  United  States,  Lieut.  Gustavus 
Urban. 
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Art  ill  cry. 

Iw^United  States,  Batteries  K  uud  L,  Idcut.  Franck  E.  Taylor. 
2d  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Edward  B.  Williston. 

TIIIIJD  DIVISION. 


Bri^.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson. 
First  Brifjade.  [ 

I 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  McIntosh.  , 

1st  Connecticut,  Col.  Erastus  Blakeslce. 
3d  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C. 
Suydam. 

2d  New  York  (-four  comiianies),  Capt.  i 
Walter  C.  Hull. 

5th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  | 
Bacon. 

2d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Puring- 
ton. 

18th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
P.  Brinton. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Chapman. 

3d  Indiana  (detachment),  Lieut.  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Gilbert. 

1st  New  Hampshire  (seven  companies). 
Col.  John  L.  Thompson. 

8th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  AVilliam  H. 
Benjamin. 

22d  New  York,  Maj.  Caleb  Moore. 

1st  A^ermont,  Col.  AATlliam  AVells. 


reserve  horse  artillery  rrigade. 

Capt.  La  Rhett  L.  Livingston. 

2d  United  States,  Batteries  B  and  L,  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Peirce. 

2d  United  States,  Battery  M,*  Lieut.  Carle  A.  AA^oodruff. 

3d  United  States,  Batteries  C,  F,  and  K,  Capt.  Dunbar  R.  Ransom. 
4th  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  E,*  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Fitzhugh. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,i  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding ,  for  the  month  of  August,  1864. 


Command. 


General  headquarters  . . 

City  and  Harbor  of  New  York  (Hunt) . . . 

Hart’s  Island  (Jackson) . 

Hoston  Harbor  and  Massachusetts  Sea-Coast  Defenses  (Floyd- 
Jones). 

Defenses  of  Portsmouth  Harbor  and  Maine  Sea-Coast  (Dawson) 
Other  forts . 

Total . 


Present  for 
duty. 

§ 

CC 

£ 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

ra 

s 

Officers. 

Men. 

as 

he 

£ 

bi 

faX) 

Pieces  of  heai 
lery. 

89 

89 

89 

57 

835 

1,279 

2,  249 

7 

45 

56 

99 

40 

1,419 

1,705 

1,  760 

242 

11 

283 

310 

•  392 

15 

634 

I  893 

1 

967 

219 

1  3,216 

! 

4,  332 

5,  556 

Troofts  in  the  Department  of  the  East.,  Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,]  U.  S. 
Army,  co7n7nandin(j,  August  31,  1864. 

city  and  harbor  of  new  YORK. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  ’C.  Hunt. 

Fort  Jlamilton. 

Maj.  Dickinson  Woodruff^ 

69th  New  York  State  National  Guard,  Companies  D  and  H,  Capt.  Michael  O’Eoyle. 
3d  United  States,  Lieut.  Joseph  Hale. 

12th  United  States  (invalid  company),  Lieut.  Edwin  M.  Coates. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery  (detachment),  Lieut.  Thomson  P.  McElrath. 


^  Serving  with  Third  Cavalry  Division. 

tMaj.  Gen.  .John  .1.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  second  in  command. 
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Fort  Lafayette. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke. 

7th  United  States,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Constant  Williams. 

7th  United  States,  Company  E,  Lieut.  James  Cullen. 

10th  United  States  (detachment),  Lieut.  Claude  S.  Robertson. 

Fort  Columbus. 

Capt.  John  D.  Wilkins. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  20th  Battery  (detachment),  Capt.  B.  Franklin  Ryer. 
U.  S.  General  Service  Recruits. 

Fort  Eichmond. 

Col.  James  Bagley. 

69th  New  York  State  National  Guard,  Col.  James  Bagley. 

Sandy  Hook. 

Lieut.  Col.  Enoch  Steen. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  28th  Battery,  Capt.  Josiah  C.  Hannum. 

Fort  Schuyler. 


Maj.  Henry  D.  Wallen. 

7th  United  States  (eight  companies),  Maj.  Henry  D.  Wallen. 
Slst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  (detachment). 

Fort  Wood. 

Col.  Charles  S.  Merchant. 

6th  United  States,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Cliiz. 
Permanent  Party,  Lieut.  Joseph  B.  Rife. 

Battery  Barracks. 

Capt.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins. 

6th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins. 
New  York  Light  Artillery,  20th  Battery  (detachment). 

Hart’s  Island. 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  J.  Jackson. 

Slst  U.  S.  Colored  Trooi^s  (detachment),  Maj.  Charles  A.  Wells. 
Garrison  Battalion,  Maj.  Matthias  S.  Euen. 

Battalion  of  Recruits,  Maj.  Augustus  C.  Tate. 

BOSTON  harbor  AND  MASSACHUSETTS  SEA-COAST  DEFENSES. 
Lieut.  Col.  De  Lancey  Floyd-Jones. 


•  Clark’s  Point  {New  Bedford). 

Capt.  Caleb  E.  Nie:buhr. 

1st  Battalion  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillerj^,  Company  B,  Capt.  Caleb  E.  Niebuhr. 
Eastern  Point  {Fort  Gloucester). 

Capt.  Francis  E.  Porter. 

2d  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Capt.  Francis  E.  Porter. 

Fort  Independence. 

Lieut.  Col.  De  Lancey  Floyd-Jones. 

Im  Stitatt’  ia  bSu;  i:  J  E.  Lati.e. 

1;  1  Eient.  James  Kennington. 

Ist  Battalion  Miissachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  D,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Little. 
Long  Point  Batteries  {Provincetown). 

Capt.  David  H.  Dyer. 

21st  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Capt.  David  H.  Dyer. 
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Forts  Pickering  and  Lee  (Salem). 

Capt.  John  G.  Barnes. 

17tli  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Capt.  John  G.  Barnes. 

Fort  Sewall  (Marblehead). 

Capt.  Lewis  Soule. 

20th  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Caiit.  Lewis  Soule. 

Fort  Warren. 

Maj.  Stephen  Cabot. 

15th  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Capt.  Isaae  A.  Jen¬ 
nings. 

19th  Unattached  Company  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Capt.  James  M.  Mason. 
1st  Battalion  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  (Companies  A,  C,  E,  and  F),  Capt. 
James  H.  Baldwin. 

DEFENSES  OF  PORTSMOUTH  HARBOR  AND  MAINE  SEA-COAST. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  K.  Dawson. 

Fort  Constitution. 

Capt.  George  C.  Houghton. 

New  Hampshire  State  Militia,  Company  A,  Capt.  George  C.  Houghton. 

Lafayette  Artillery,  New  Hampshire  State  Militia,  Company  B,  Capt.  Joel  H.  Tarbell. 

Fort  McClary. 

Capt.  George  C.  Houghton. 

Maine  State  Guards,  Company  A,  Capt.  Llewellyn  J.  Morse. 

Fort  Knox. 

Lieut.  Thomas  H.  Palmer. 

1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillerj^  (detachment),  Lieut.  Thomas  H.  Palmer. 

Fo7't  Sullivan. 

Capt.  Thomas  P.  Hutchinson.  ^ 

Maine  Coast  Guard,  Company  C,  Capt.  Thomas  P.  Hutchinson. 
miscellaneous. 

Fort  Adams,  B.  I. 

Col.  Oliver  L.  Shepherd. 

15th  United  States,  3d  Battalion,  Company  D,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Gapen. 

Fort  Ontario,  N.  Y. 

Capt.  Robert  E.  A.  Crofton. 

16th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt.  Robert  E.  A.  Crofton. 

Portsmouth  Grove,  B.  I. 

Capt.  Christopher  Branding. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital  Guards,  Company  A,  Capt.  Christopher  Blanding. 

Forts  Preble  and  Scamynel,  Me. 

Maj.  George  L.  Andrews. 

17th  United  States,  Invalid  Companies  A  and  B,  Capt.  William  H.  Walcott. 

L'ort  Trumbull,  Conn. 

Capt.  John  D.  O’Connell. 

14th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt.  John  D.  O’Connell. 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Abram  C.  Wildrick. 

*  Fort  Porter,  N.  Y. 

Capt.  Edwin  C.  Wilson. 

Detachment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  ahd  recruits,  Lieut.  Daniel  T.  Everts. 
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[AugtUST  4,  18G4. — P'or  Lee  to  Davis,  relating  to  certain  oi)erations 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  &c.,  see  Yol.  XLII,  Part  II,  p.  1161,] 


Headquarters, 

August  8,  1864.  (Via  Staunton,  Va.) 

General  J.  A.  Early: 

Enemy  has  detached  a  division  of  cavalry  with  a  body  of  infantry  to 
Washington.  General  P.  H.  Anderson,  with  infontry  and  cavalry,  is 
in  Culpeper  to  observe  their  movements. 

li.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Dunnes  Hilly  Va.: 

Who  shall  relieve  General  Ransom  in  the  Valley  ?  Can  General  F. 
Lee;  or  would  it  [be]  better  to  send  his  senior  brigadier?  We  have 
unofficial  intelligence  that  Generals  McCausland  and  Johnson  were 
surprised  and  routed  near  Moorefield,  dispersing  with  heavy  loss. 

JEFF'X  DAVIS. 


Dunn’s  Hill,  Va.,  August  .9,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

Dispatch  of  to-day  received.  General  Early  reports  on  the  8th  that 
McCausland  had  arrived  in  Hardy,  having  sustained  very  little  loss ; 
statements  in  Northern  xiapers  of  his  defeat  untrue.  Some  commander 
should  relieve  Ransom.  I  think  it  best  to  send  Fitz  Lee’s  senior  bria- 
adierj  will  do  so  if  you  ax)prove. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Headqitarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  9y  1864. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond : 

Sir:  When  apxdied  to  some  time  ago  to  devise  some  mode  to  relieve 
the  i)eoi)le  of  the  Northern  Neck  and  the  south  side  of  the  Rai)pahan- 
nock  from  outrages  by  the  enemy,  I  advised  that  all  citizens  caxiable  of 
bearing  arms  be  organized  for  the  defense  of  their  iiroiierty  and  fam¬ 
ilies.  At  the  same  time  1  inquired  of  Colonel  Mosby  if  he  could  recom¬ 
mend  some  one,  experienced  in  the  kind  of  service  which  the  necessities 
of  the  exxiosed  districts  will  require,  to  aid  in  organizing  the  citizens 
and  controlling  their  oxierations.  He  has  recently  rej)lied  to  my  letter 
and  recommended  very  highly  the  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Thomas  W. 
Richards,  as  a  man  of  ax^xiroved  courage,  of  good  character,  and  fitted 
by  experience  for  the  duty.  I  therefore  resx)ectliilly  advise  that  you 
send  Mr.  Richards  to  the  country  in  <xuestion  with  a  letter  to  the  most 
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prominent  citizens  explanatory  of  his  object,  and  asking  their  co-oper¬ 
ation,  at  the  same  time  giving  him  authority  to  raise  a  command  for  local 
defense  in  conformity  to  law,  but  strictly  prohibiting  him  from  receiv¬ 
ing  any  absentees  from  the  army  or  persons  liable  to  enrollment  in  the 
general  service.  I  thi nk  such  a  command,  well  maim ged,  will  contribute 
greatly  to  the  security  of  the  jieople  and  their  property. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

•  GeneraL 

0 

[ludorseiuoiit.]  • 

August  10, 1804. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Grant  such  authority  as  is  recommended  by  General  Lee.  Let  the 
officer  have  a  certified  copy  of  this  letter  from  General  Lee,  which  will 
be  his  best  recommendation  to  the  citizens  of  the  Northern  Neck. 
Refer  him,  too,  to  General  Kemper,  to  whom  he  will  report  for  the  pres¬ 
ent,  and  will  co-operate  with  the  reserves. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Harrisonburg,  August  9^  1864. 

Editor  Whig: 

Defeat  of  McCausland.  Our  forces  under  Generals  B.  T.  Johnson  and 
McOausland  suffered  defeat  near  Moorefleld,  Hardy  County,  on  Sunday 
morning  last  about  daylight.  They  were  surprised,  attacked  by  forces 
under  Averell,  and  stampeded  and  routed,  the  enemy  capturing  and 
killing  300  or  400  of  Johnson’s  men,  4  iiieces  of  artillery,  and  800  or 
900  horses.  It  was  a  perfect  rout,  our  men  scattering  in  wild  disorder 
and  confusion  and  running  in  different  directions.  Fuller  particulars 
to-morrow. 

J.  H.  WARTMAN. 


[Indoi’semeiit.] 


August  9,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

It  is  a  copy  of  a  press  dispatch  sent  to  the  Whig.  I  have  retained 
till  officially  advised. 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


August  9,  1864. 

Major-General  Breckinridge  : 

General  :  I  will  move  Rodes’  and  Ramseur’s  divisions  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  toward  Martinsburg,  and  you  will  pieket  on  the  Charlestown  road, 
as  well  as  the  Brucetown  road,  and  toward  Indian  Springs.  You  must 
keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  the  enemy  and  drive  him  back  if  he  advances. 
I  will  go  with  Rodes  and  Ramseur  myself. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

JAeutenant- General. 
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General  Breckinridoe  : 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

A^igust  9j  1864. 


General  :  The  movements  of  the  enemy  render  it  necessary  for  your 
command  to  be  kept  always  ready  to  move  at  a  moment^s  notice.  Men 
and  officers  must  be  kept  in  camp.  All  roads  must  be  picketed  in  every 
direction.  General  Early  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  give 
your  personal  attention  to  this. 

I  am, ‘general,  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  S.  PENDLETON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

*  August  .9,  1864 — M  p.  m. 

General  Breckinridge: 

General:  Move  at  sunrise  to-morrow  to  Winchester.  Colonel 
Allan  will  move  his  train,  following  your  leading  division.  Take  your 
artillery. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Early : 

A.  S.  PENDLETON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Btchmond,  Va.,  August  10,  1864. 

General  K.  E.  Lee, 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  near  Petersburg,  Va. : 

I  accept  your  conclusion.  General  G.  W.  C.  Lee  not  physically  equal 
to  the  duty.  Send  the  senior  brigadier  of  Fitz  Lee’s  division.  He  will 
require  temporary  rank,  being  now  junior  to  Brigadier-General  Vaughn, 
unless  the  latter  is  ordered  elsewhere. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Official  and  reliable.]  August  10, 1864. 

Grant  is  gathering  a  large  force  at  or  near  Harper’s  Ferry.  He 
(Grant)  has  been  up  giving  direction,  and  has  returned  to  the  forces 
confronting  Petersburg.  The  force  at  Harper’s  Ferry  will  make  an 
impetuous  dash  down  the  Valley;  will  try  to  get  in  the  rear  of  Early 
and  re  capture  all  supplies,  cut  railroads,  lay  waste  the  crops,  &c. 
The  force  now  at  or  about  Harper’s  Ferry  is  estimated  between  50,000 
and  60,000,  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery  included.  Grant  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  lie  before  Petersburg  with  what  is  left  of  his  army,  and  will 
attack  if  there  should  be  the  least  chance  for  success.  They  have  on 
the  upper  Potomac  between  7,000  and  8,000  cavalry.  Plans,  you  see, 
have  wonderfully  changed  since  my  last  dispatch  a  few  days  ago. 
They  have  been  marching  and  countermarching  through  the  counties 
lying  on  the  upper  Potomac,  no  doubt  to  deceive  Early  and  lead  him  in 
a  trap.  But  we  are  in  hopes  Early  may  arrange  matters  and  catch 
him.  No  troops  in  the  county.  Gold,  260 J,  so  quoted  in  the  papers; 
can’t  be  bought  for  that. 

Yours,  &c., 

DUEST. 

N.  B. — It  is  not  known  reliably  who  will  be  chief  in  command  of  all 
the  forces  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  but  most  likely  Hooker,  as  he  has  recently 
been  ordered  here  from  the  Southwest.  Hooker  has  by  some  means 
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gotten  tlie  name  among  the  soldiers  as  “Fighting  Joe;’’  this  reason,  no 
doubt,  has  influenced  the  Administration  in  making  the  selection.  The 
army  above  don’t  seem  so  full  of  fight;  they  seem  jaded  and  tired. 
There  is  sickness  prevailing  in  the  ranks. 

Yours,  &c., 

DURST. 

(Copy  to  (teueral  R.  E.  Lee.) 


Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp‘.  General’s  Office, 

Yo.  188.  Richmond^  August  10,  1864. 

*#**#*# 

XXXVIII. 'Maj.  Gen.  L.  L.  Lomax  will  relieve  Major-General  Ran¬ 
som  in  the  command  of  the  cavalry  attached  to  the  corps  of  Lieutenant-* 
General  Early.  Upon  being  relieved  Major-General  Ransom  will  re¬ 
port  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAME.  W.  MELTOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

No.  188.  )  August  10,  1864. 

m  *  *  *  *  #  # 

YI.  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Cook,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade  of  Rodes’  division  formerly  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Doles,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee ; 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

'  Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


August  10,  1864. 

Major-General  Breckinridge  : 

General  :  The  enemy  is  reported  advancing.  There  is  no  cavalry 
on  the  road  from  Charlestown  and  Berryvllle  to  Winchester,  ImbodeiPs 
pickets  having  been  cut  in  two.  Keep  a  strict  lookout  and  keep  your 
forces  in  constant  readiness ;  do  not  let  us  have  another  suri)rise. 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  1. 


[August  11,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Seddoii,  relative  to  engagement  at 
Moorefleld,  see  p.  551.] 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmoyid,  Va.,  A  ugust  11,  1864. 

Geueral  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 

Information  through  signal  office,  said  to  be  reliable,  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  of  the  8th.  instant,  states  Grant  and  stall  arrived  in  Washing¬ 
ton  from  Baltimore  on  tlie  6th,  and  that  his  army  has  been  moving 
away  rapidly  from  l^etersburg  since  his  unsuccessful  mining  feat, 
Troops  and  munitions  in  large  numbers  fine!  quantities  haye  veuently 
03  ,R  yOb  j 
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landed  at  Alexandria,  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  and  Washington  from 
Grant’s  army.  This  accords  with  information  from  same  source  of  5th 
and  Gth,  which  states  that  Sheridan  and  Hooker  were  in  Washington; 
that  2,500  cavalry  had  arrived ;  that  Grant  and  staff  had  gone  to  Har- 
])er’s  Ferry,  and  that  Sheridan’s  cavalry,  8,000,  were  all  in  Washington. 
Total  force  for  operations  in  Maryland  believed  to  be  50,000;  total  left 
at  Petersburg  about  the  same.  Troops  being  sent  to  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  that  region.  Brigade  of  cavalry  with  artillery  passed  through 
W^ashington  on  7th.  You  must  estimate  the  worth  of  these  reports. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

August  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon: 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  received.  General  Grant  has  been  at  Har¬ 
per’s  Ferry;  General  Sheridan  has  been  placed  in  command  of  that 
department;  the  greater  i^art  of  his  cavalry  has  gone  with  him.  The 
part  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  that  has  been  serving  here,  and  probably 
the  Eighteenth  Corps,  are  the  only  infantry,  I  believe,  that  have  left 
General  Meade. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Mount  Jackson,  August  1864. 

T.  H.  Wynne,  Esq. : 

Yours  received.  On  Sunday  morning  at  daylight  Averell,  by  having 
flanked  the  picket,  guided  by  Union  men  of  the  county,  came  on  the 
camp  of  Johnson’s  brigade,  and  were  on  the  First  and  Second  Mary¬ 
land  before  they  had  notice;  they  were  dispersed,  with  a  loss  of  fifty. 
The  rest  of  the  command  fell  back  toward  Moorefield,  checking  him  as 
far  as  possible,  until  it  reached  the  town,  distant  four  miles,  Arhen  the 
Twenty-first,  Colonel  Peters,  and  the  Twenty-seventh  [BattalionJ,  Cap¬ 
tain  Gibson,  stopped  his  further  i)ursuit.  My  command  then  moved  off* 
toward  Mount  Jackson,  losing  150  to  175  killed,  Avounded,  and  missing, 
and  2  pieces  of  artillery  and  2  ambulances.  Part  of  McCausland’s  went 
up  the  Winchester  road  and  part  was  with  me.  General  McCausland 
being  Avith  me,  I  covered  the  movement  on  my  road  until  all  got  off.  He 
lost  tAvo  pieces  of  artillery  and  fully  as  many  prisoners  as  I  did,  and 
many  more  horses.  I  lost  our  horses,  besides  those  of  prisoners.  Will 
write  fully. 

B.  T.  J[OHNSONl. 


[Indorsement. 


AUGfUST  11,  1804. 

Kespectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President.  I  have 
nd vised  retention  from  publication, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  Wdr^ 
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Ordnance  Office,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  11,  1864. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Staunton : 

Direct  Major  Leyden  to  send  four  of  the  .seven  Naiioleoius  received  by 
him  to  Captain  Gregory,  General  Early’s  army,  at  once. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

B.  G.  BALDWIN, 

JAeutenant- Colonel  Commanding,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  V^irginia,  ^ 

No.  180.  J  August  11,  1864. 

#  *  #  #  *  *  * 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  C.  Godwin,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade  of  Early’s  division  formerly  commanded  by 
General  Hoke,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

■  *  #  *  #  #  #  * 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

August  11,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson  : 

General:  The  Washington  Chronicle  of  the  8th  states  that  General 
Sheridan  has  superseded  General  Hunter  in  command  of  the  troops  on 
the  upper  Potomac,  and  I  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  his  cavalry 
has  been  detached  by  General  Grant  and  sent  to  Washington  and  Bal¬ 
timore.  This  morning  General  Hampton  commences  his  march  for  Cul¬ 
peper,  with  his  division,  to  report  to  you.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
l)resence  of  our  troops  be  telt  beyond  the  Raj)pahannock.  You  had 
better  take  position  north  of  Culpeper  Court-House  and  let  the  cavalry 
operate  north  of  Rappahannock  River.  Should  the  enemy’s  forces  move 
west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  range,  leaving  Washington  uncovered,  the  cav¬ 
alry  might  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  mountains  and  demonstrate 
against  that  city.  Should  he  concentrate  all  his  cavalry  in  the  Valley, 
unless  it  can  be  withdrawn  by  other  operations  ours  must  meet  it,  and 
General  Hampton  must  take  command  of  all  the  cavalry  when  united. 
Any  enteriu'ise  that  can  be  undertaken  to  injure  the  enemy,  distract  or 
separate  his  forces,  embarrass  his  communications  on  the  Potomac  or 
on  land,  is  desirable.  If  you  can  learn  what  troops  have  been  detached 
from  Grant’s  army  let  me  know.  Prisoners  and  deserters  state  the 
Eighteenth  Corx)S  and  the  i)ortion  of  the  Nineteenth  operating  here 
have  left. 

Very  respeidfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]vi  LEE, 

Geyeral^ 
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Headquarters, 

AiKjust  llj  1864. 

General  Wade  Hampton, 

Co7nmandm(j,  tOc.  ; 

General  :  1  desire  you  to  proceed  with  your  division  to  Culpeper. 
On  arrival  you  Avill  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  11.  H.  Anderson,  commanding 
in  that  quarter.  The  object  is  to  threaten  the  enemy’s  flank  and  rear 
should  he  move  across  the  Blue  Eidge  into  the  Valley,  and  to  retain 
his  forces  about  Washington  for  its  protection.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
presence  of  the  trooi)S  in  that  region  be  felt,  aTid  should  the  enemy 
move  up  the  Potomac,  leaving  his  capital  uncovered,  that  the  cavalry 
cross  the  Potomac,  if  practicable,  east  of  the  Blue  Eidge.  Should  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  be  concentrated  in  the  Valley,  ours  must  meet  it,  if  it 
cannot  cause  its  Avithdrawal  by  other  operations.  Specific  instructions 
Avill  be  given  you  by  General  Anderson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


E.  E.  LEE, 


General. 


Headquarters  Army  oe  Northern  Virginia, 

August  ff,  1864. 

General  J.  A.. Early; 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  L.  Lomax  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  to  relieve 
General  Eansom,  in  command  of  cavalry.  General  Eansom  on  being 
relieved  will  report  to  the  Adjutant-General,  Eichmond. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  11,  1864. 

General  J.  A.  Early  : 

Washington  Chronicle  of  the  8th  states  that  Sheridan  has  super¬ 
seded  Hunter.  Another  division  of  cavalry  has  been  sent  to  General 
Anderson:  communicate  with  him. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 

Augtist  f  A  1864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Fresideut  of  the  Confederate  Stales: 

Mr.  President  :  I  received  last  night  your  dispatch  of  the  11  th  giv¬ 
ing  information  of  the  enemy’s  movements.*  I  Avas  aAvare  of  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  a  large  x)art  of  Sheridan’s  cavalry,  and  that  he  had  taken  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Federal  forces  in  the  Valley.  Torbert’s  division  is  the 
only  one  that  has  yet  reached  that  region,  and  I  am  not  positive 
Avhether  the  AALole  of  the  other  divisions  have  gone  or  not,  though  it  is 
so  reported.  1  thought  it  best,  hoAA^ever,  to  move  Hampton’s  division 
to  Culpeiier,  and  it  commenced  its  march  yesterday.  W .  H.  E.  Lee’s  divis¬ 
ion  is  retained,  and  I  hope  it  a\  ill  be  suliicient  for  the  protection  of  the 
railroad.  If  1  find  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  here  is  superior  to  ours  I 
will  recall  some  of  Hampton’s.  I  have  assigned  General  H[amptonJ  to 
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the  command  of  the  cavalry.  General  Butler,  he  thinks,  is  best  quali¬ 
fied  to  command  his  division ;  as  he  does  so  now  by  right  of  seniority  I 
have  recommended  no  change.  The  forces  opposed  to  General  Early 
consist  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth,  two  divisions  of  the  Mneteenth,  and 
the  Thirteenth  Corps ;  the  latter  recently  arrived  from  ISTew  Orleans. 
General  Early  was  at  Newtown  on  the  11th,  and  the  enemy,  who,  for 
the  two  previous  days  had  been  endeavoring  to  approach  his  rear,  was 
apparently  moving  toward  Front  Royal.  I  have  directed  General  An¬ 
derson  to  move  toward  Thornton’s  Gap  and  be  governed  by  circum¬ 
stances.  General  Early  reports  that  General  Bradley  Johnson’s  bri¬ 
gade  had  been  surprised  in  camp  near  Moorefield  and  routed,  losing 
four  guns.  I  have  directed  that  if  General  J[ohnson]  is  to  blame  he  must 
be  relieved  from  command. 

I  went  u])  to  Howlett’s  Thursday  morning,  having  heard  that  the 
enemy  had  thrown  a  body  of  troops  on  the  neck  at  Dutch  Gap,  with  a 
view  of  endeavoring  to  drive  them  oft*.  Their  position  was  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  battery,  and  Major  Smith  reported,  from  his 
experience  on  former  occasions,  owing  to  inferior  powder,  he  could  not 
be  certain  of  throwing  his  shot  more  than  1,200  yards.  I  signaled  to 
General  Ewell  to  attack  them  from  his  side  and  to  arrange  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Mitchell  to  shell  them  from  his  gun-boats.  This  I  hoiked  would 
have  been  done  that  afternoon,  but  he  could  not  complete  his  arrange¬ 
ments  until  yesterday  afternoon,  and  then  had  to  suspend  the  attack 
for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  previously  arranged.  The  force,  I  under¬ 
stand,  is  composed  partly  of  negroes,  and  that  they  are  engaged  in 
cutting  a  canal  throngh  tlie  neck.  What  use  they  will  make  of  it  I  do 
not  see,  unless  their  object  is  to  turn  Pickett’s  left.  •  1  have  posted 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Poague’s  battalion  of  artilleiy  on  the  heights  of 
Proctor’s  Creek,  west  of  Howlett’s  farm,  and  will  commence  a  heavy 
battery  on  the  river  in  that  vicinity  as  soon  as  possible.  Perhaps  it  is 
thought  the  James  River  can  be  so  reduced  as  to  prevent  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  our  naval  boats. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — General  Grant  is  reported  to  have  returned  from  Harper’s 
Eerry.  He  was  at  Old  Point  on  the  8tli,  and  a  deserter  states  he  and 
Butler  were  at  Dutch  Ga])  yesterday. 

R.  E.  L. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Auijnst  12j  1864. 

General  R.  H.  Anderson, 

Culpeper  Court- Home.,  Ya.: 

General  Early,  at  Newtown,  states  the  enemy  to  be  moving  up  tln^ 
Shenandoah  with  a  view  of  reaching  his  rear,  api)arently  toward  Front 
Royal.  It  may  be  his  x>iiipose  to  move  up  Luray  Valley.  You  had 
better  move  up  to  Siierryville  and  be  governed  by  (arcumstances. 
Hampton  should  reach  you  the  loth.  Keep  him  apprised  and  keep  in 
communication  Asdth  Ihirly. 


R.  E.  LFF. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  12 j  1864.  (Via  Woodstock,  Va.) 

General  J.  A.  Early: 

Dispatch  of  11  th  received.  Anderson  has  been  advised;  comnuini- 
cate  with  him. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


War  Departmeni,  0.  S.  A., 
Richmond^  Fa.,  August  13^  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  You  have  doubtless  seen  some  notice  of  an  infamous 
burning,  by  a  force  from  the  gun-boats  of  the  enemy,  of  the  residence, 
with  its  effects,  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  my  late  brother,  Maj. 
John  Seddon,  on  tlie  Rappahannock,  some  four  miles  below  Fredericks¬ 
burg. 

I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Mr.  William  A.  Little,  the 
brother  of  Mrs.  Seddon,  and  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and 
undoubted  veracity,  giving  a  full  account  of  the  outrage,  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  order*  under  which  the  deed  was  done,  left  with  the  manager 
by  the  officer,  ascertained  to  be  a  Major  Whelan,  of  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  party,  purporting  to  set  forth  the  cause 
of  the  destruction  and  by  whose  order  done.  As  the  act  was  done 
under  the  pretext  of  retaliation  for  a  deed  committed  under  totally 
different  circumstances,  and  with  certainly  recent  jirovocatiou  fresh  in 
the  minds  of  your  soldiers  to  justify  them,  by  those  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  I  have  thought  it  most  appropriate  to  inform  you  accurately  of 
the  facts,  and  to  rely  on  you,  should  opportunity  offer,  to  exact  fitting 
retribution. 

I  may  not  be  insensible  to  the  bias  of  personal  feeling  in  this  matter, 
for  it  stings  me  to  the  quick,  I  confess,  to  have  relationship  or  connec¬ 
tion  with  me  the  source  to  helpless  relatives  of  such  grievous  wrongs; 
but  in  the  exercise  of  the  calmest  judgment  I  can  command,  I  must 
denounce  this  as  one  of  the  very  meanest,  pettiest,  and  most  malignant 
atrocities  committed  by  our  miscreant  invaders  during  the  war.  The 
pretense,  I  understand,  has  been  presented  by  their  lying  prints  that 
they  mistakenly  supposed  the  property  to  be  mine,  or  to  be  owned  by 
my  living  brother,  with  an  interest  on  my  part  in  it.  For  this  there  is 
not  the  least  foundation  in  fact. 

Thousands  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  knew  all  about  the  house 
and  its  owners,  and  among  the  wretches  present  and  assisting  in  the 
vandal  act  was  recognized  the  commander  of  one  of  the  gun-boats,  who 
had  visited  the  house  with  the  purpose  of  plunder,  with  a  party  of  his 
marines,  some  weeks  since,  and  then  learned  the  name  and  condition  of 
the  owners,  and  were  prevented  apparently  from  outrage  only  by  a  gen¬ 
eral  paper  of  protection  General  Patrick  had  given  when  acting  with 
the  army  around  it;  besides,  several  citizens  of  character  on  the  river, 
as  General  Smith  informs  me  he  has  satisfactorily  learned,  were  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  on  inquiry  had  given  the  fullest  information  who 
were  the  real  owners  and  occupants  of  the  house,  and  that  I  had  no 
interest  whatever  in  the  property,  not  being  even  executor  of  my 
brother’s  estate.  General  Graham,  of  Brandon  notoriety,  was  onboard 
as  chief  officer,  and  after  having  this  information  and  holding  a  sort  of 
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coiifereuce,  I  am  iuformed,  witli  other  officers,  he  ordered  the  perpetra¬ 
tion  of  the  outrage.  Thus  an  expedition  of  at  least  two  gnu-boats, 
with  a* considerable  force  under  a  general  officer,  were  sx:)ecially  ordered 
by  a  major-general  of  tlie  enemy  commanding  a  department  to  proceed 
some  hundred  miles  to  burn  the  house  and  effects  of  a  Avidow  and  help¬ 
less  children,  the  oldest  about  fourteen,  over  their  heads,  and  to  turn 
them  out  at  night,  in  rain  and  darkness,  with  tAAU)  of  the  infant  children 
seriously  sick,  without  shelter  or  protection,  on  no  other  ground  of 
selection  than  that  they  were  connections  or  relations  of  a  public  func¬ 
tionary  of  the  Government  against  which  they  were  Avarring. 

To  such  a  deliberate  act  of  baseness,  spite,  and  desxhcable  malignity 
there  is  no  need  to  add  heightening  effects  j  but  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  family  consisted  of  an  aged  mother,  near  eighty  years  of  age,  a 
widow,  with  five  young  children,  and  a  maiden  sister,  still  a  young  lady. 
There  are  none,  too,  in  the  land  more  exemidary  and  held  in  more  uni\^er- 
sal  or  higher  esteem  than  these  ladies,  and  their  conduct  in  that  fearful 
trial,  as  on  not  a  few  preAuous  occasions,  so  combining  loyalty  to  their 
State  and  heroism  of  soul  Avith  all  the  refinement  and  dignity  of  ladies, 
should  have  shamed,  as  before  it  had  done,  all  but  dastards  or  fiends 
from  their  ignominious  purxjoses.  Infamy  and  execration  must  foIloAv 
the  xAcrpetrators  of  such  outrages;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  signal  retri¬ 
bution  should  likewise  indicate  our  abhorrence  of  the  act,  and  enforce 
from  the  fears  of  onr  enemies,  since  to  all  higher  sentiments  they  ju’e 
insensible,  abstinence  from  similar  atrocities  against  the  homes  of  our 
h el] dess  women  and  children. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  xV.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  W((r. 


August  14,  18(14. 

Mr.  Potts  : 

General  Hampton  is  to-day  on  the  cars  from  Richmond  to  Oharlottes- 
Aulle.  Send  this  to  Richmond  and  request  them  to  have  it  delivered  to 
him  on  the  route  if  practicable ;  it  is  A^ery  desirable  for  General  Hamp¬ 
ton  to  get  it. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 

[Tnclosnre.  j 


Headquarters, 

Auejvst  14.,  1S64. 

General  W.  Hampton, 

Beaver  iJanij  Ya.: 

Halt  your  command  and  return  toward  Richmond.  Gregg’s  division 
is  crossing  at  Deep  Bottom.  Send  back  an  officer  to  ascertain  posi- 
tioD. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Mr.  Potts: 

This  must  be  sent  promptly  and  be  forwarded  at  once  from'  Rich¬ 
mond. 


W,  H.  T. 
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AucfUST  15,  1864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Chaffinh  Bluff : 

Mosby  telegraphs,  Epperville,  13th:  Attacked  enemy’s  siipidy  train 
near  Berry ville  that  jnorning;  dispersed  guard  treble  his  number; 
captured  and  destroyed  75  loaded  wagons;  brought  off  over  200xirison- 
ers,  including  several  officers,  between  500  and  600  horses  and  mules, 
upward  of  200  head  of  fine  beef-cattle,  and  many  valuable  stores. 
Considerable  number  of  enemy  killed  and  wounded.  His  loss,  2  killed, 
3  wounded. 

H.  TAYLOR, 
Assist<(nt  Adjutant- Gene r<(  I . 


[August  16,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  relating  to  Mosby’s  oper¬ 
ations  at  Berry  ville,  see  p.  633.  | 


Headquarters  AAlley  District, 

August  lf)j  JS64. 

General  Breckinridge: 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Early  directs  that  you  liave  your 
command  all  ready  to  move  at  sunrise  to-morrow  and  keep  it  so  during 
the  day,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  move  at  any  moment. 

1  am,  general,  resxiectfully,  &c., 

A.  S.  PEYDLETOR, 
Assist a7it  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  )  Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

Yo.  11)3.  j  Biehmond^  August  16‘,  18G4. 

##*#*** 

IV.  Alai.  Charles  Howard,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  cavalry  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  L.  L.  Lomax. 

##****♦ 

By  command  of  the  Se(*retary  of  War: 

3YO.  AVITHERS, 

A  sslstau t  Adjutant-  General. 


Augitst  18,  1864. 

Major-General  Breckinridge  : 

General:  Move  in  the  morning  at  sunrise  toward  Bunker  Hill. 
Let  your  ordnance,  ambulances,  and  medical  wagons  follow  each  divis¬ 
ion,  and  other  trains  move  in  the  rear,  under  charge  of  Major  Harman. 
Order  of  march :  first,  Ramseur;  second,  Rodes;  third,.Breckiiiridge. 
Braxton’s  battalion  of  artillery  will  move  witii  Ramseur’s  division. 
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and  ]^elsou’s  will  follow  Kodes’  division.  You  will  direct  one  of  your 
brigades  to  move  with  the  general  trains  and  deployed  as  flankers  on 
the  right  flank. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  EAELY, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Bunker  Hill,  An(just  19,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson  : 

General:  There  is  no  enemy  between  here  and  Martinsburg,  and  a 
small  force  of  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  there,  variously  estimated  at 
from  800  to  2,000 ;  1  have  sent  to  see.  No  force  this  side  of  the  Ope- 
quon,  but  a  cavalry  force  reported  about  Smithfield.  McCausland  had 
skirmishing  with  a  cavalry  picket  near  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses 
the  Oj)equon  and  drove  it  across  jbhe  stream.  I  wish  McCausland  to 
take  i)osition  at  the  crossing  of  the  road  by  Brucetown  to  Smithfield, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  Fitz  Lee  to  picket  the  crossing  of  the 
Opequon,  on  the  road  from  Winchester  to  Summit  Point;  he  can 
communicate  across  by  Jordan  Springs.  No  wheat  has  been  burned 
in  this  country,  and  if  we  can  stay  here  we  can  live.  I  have  sent  Lomax 
to  Martinsburg.  I  think  Fitz  Lee  had  better  try  and  shove  the  enemy 
back  on  the  Berry  ville  road. 

Res]iect  fully, 

J.  A.  FARIA", 
Lieutenant-General. 


[August  20,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  reporting  operations  in  the 
Shenandoah  alley,  see  p.  552.] 


General  Breckinridge  : 


Headquarters  A^alley  District, 

August  ^0,  1864. 


General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
have  your  command  ready  to  move  at  sunrise  to-morrow. 

1  am,  general,  respectfully,  &c.. 


A.  S.  PFNDLFTON, 
AHuifitant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  107.  )  Riehmond,  August  tlO,  1864. 

*  *  •  #  *  *  *  * 

XXX.  Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
is  granted  Alaj.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  jr.,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 

■!<=*#*-*#* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

dNO.  WITHFRS, 
Assistant  Adjniant-General. 
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Sfrevr/tli  of  the  infantry  of  the  Anny  of  the  Valley  District,  Auqust  20,  1864,  as  shown  6y 
inspection  reports  of  this  date. 


Trooi)s. 

Aggregate  present 

for  duty. 

Aggregate  present,  j 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Gordon’s  division : 

7 

614 

858 

1,344 

7 

803 

963 

1,597 

8 

3.  708 
(!.  042 
.  4. 254 

York’s  brigade . 

'terry’s  brigade . 

Evans’  brigade . 

Total . ."I . . 

2,  823 

966 

918 

699 

803 

3,370 

1, 154 
1,113 
902 
991 

!  14, 012 

3,  271 

3,  317 
2,  447 

4,  085 

Itodes’  division: 

,  Battle’s  brigade . e . 

Grimes’  brigade . 

Cook’s  brigade . -■ . 

Cox’s  brigade . 

Total . 

3,  386 

11 

595 

600 

854 

4,160 

11 

831 

742 

928 

13, 120 

12 
2.  334 
2,  410 
2,  627 

KamsCnr’s  division : 

Headquarters  . 

Pegrain’s  brigade . 

Johnston’s  brigade . 

Godwin’s  brigade . 

Total . 

2,060 

2,512 

7,  383 

^  Grand  total . .  . 

8,  269 

10,042 

34.515 

/ 

Organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  IHstrict,  August  AO.,  1864* 

rodp:s’  division,  t 


Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Rodes. 


Grimes’  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Bryan  Grimes. 

32d  North  Carolina. 

43(1  North  Carolina. 

45th  North  Carolina. 

53d  North  Carolina, 

2d  North  Carolina  Battalion, 

('ox’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  R.  Cox. 

1st  North  Carolina. 

2d  North  Carolina. 

3d  North  Carolina. 

4th  North  Carolina. 

14th  North  Carolina. 

30th  North  Carolina. 


»  Cook’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Cook, 

4th  Georgia. 

12th  Georgia. 

21st  Georgia. 

44th  Georgia. 


Battle’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cullen  A.  Battle. 

3d  Alahama, 

5th  Alahama. 

6th  Alahama. 

12th  Alahama. 

61st  Alahama. 


*  As  shown  hy  inspection  reports;  cavalry  and  artillery  not  accounted  for. 
t  Regimental  commanders  not  indicated  on  inspection  report. 
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Gordon’s  division. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon. 


Hays’  Brigade* 

Col.  William  Monaghan. 

,5th  Louisiana,  Maj.  Alexander  Hart. 

6th  Louisiana,  Lieut. Col.  Joseph  Hanlon. 
7th  Louisiana,  Lt.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Terry. 
8th  Louisiana^  Capt.  Louis  Prados. 

9th  Louisiana,  Col.  William  R.  Peck. 


Evans’  Brigade. 

Col.  Edmund  N.  Atkinson, 

13th  Georgia,  Col.  .John  H.  Baker, 

26th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  James  S.  Blain, 
31st  Georgia,  Col.  John  H.  Lowe. 

38th  Georgia,  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Bomar. 
60th  Georgia,  Cajot.  Milton  Russell. 

61st  Georgia,  Capt.  EliphaletF.  Sharp. 
12th  Georgia  Battalion,  Capt.  James  W. 
Anderson. 


Stafford’s  Brigade.* 
Col.  Eugene  Waggaman. 


1st  Louisiana,  Capt.  .Joseph  Taylor. 

2d  Louisiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  A. 
Grogan. 

10th  Louisiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  D. 
Monier. 

14th  Louisiana,  Lieut.  Col,  David  Zable. 
1.5th  Louisiana,  Capt.  H.  J.  Egan. 

Terry’s  Brigade. \ 


Brig.  Gen.  William  Terry. 


2d  Virginia,  j 
4th  Virginia, 
5th  Virginia, 
27th  Virginia, 
33d  Virginia,^ 
2l8t  Virginia,  ‘ 
25th  Virginia, 
42d  Virginia, 
44th  Virginia, 


Col.  John  H.  S.  Funk. 


Col.  Robert  H.  Dungan. 


50th  Virginia, 

lOth  Virginia,)  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  H. 
23(1  Virginia,  ^ 

37tli  Virginia,  ) 


ramseur’s  division.! 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Ramseur. 

Pegram’s  Bi'igade.  Johnston’ s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegram.  Brig,  Gen.  Robert  D.  Johnston. 

5th  North  Carolina. 

12th  North  Carolina. 

20th  North  Carolina. 

23d  Nortli  Carolina. 

Godivin’s  Brigade. 


13th  Virginia. 
31st  Virginia. 
49th  Virginia. 
52d  Virginia. 
58th  Virginia. 


Brig.  Gen.  Archibald  C.  Godwin. 

6th  North  Carolina. 

21st  North  Carolina. 

.54th  North  Carolina. 

.57th  North  Carolina. 

1st  North  Carolina  Battalion. 


Ktchmond,  Ya.,  Aneiufit  1SG4. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Impector  General : 

General:  Having  just  left  the  cominaud  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  Val¬ 
ley  and  knowing  its  condition,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
suggestions  in  order  to  assist  in  having  it  brought  to  anything  like  a 
state  of  efficiency : 

The  command  now  consists  of  five  brigades:  Vaughn’s,  strength  pres¬ 
ent,  562;  Imboden’s,  667;  McCausland’s,  993;  Johnson’s,  1,132;  Jack- 

*  These  brigades  united,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Zebulon  York, 
t  Composed  of  the  fragmentary  remains  of  fourteen  of  the  regiments  of  Edward 
.Johnson’s  division,  most  of  which  was  captured  by  the  enemy  May  12,  1864. 
t  Regimental  commanders  not  indicated  on  inspection  report. 
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sou’s,  737.  Vungliii’s  brigade  is  eomijosed  of  two  others  (which  wii& 
infantry  till  last  winter),  and  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry,  the 
Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Battalions  Cavalry,  and  the  Six¬ 
teenth  Georgia  Battalion  Cavalry.  Dismount  at  once  the  whole  of  it, 
except  the  First  Tennessee  and  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Bat¬ 
talions;  transfer  the  mounted  battalions  to  the  First  Tennessee  and 
make  it  a  respectable  size — it’s  colonel  is  a  tine  officer;  have  the  part 
dismounted  brought  to  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  or  sent  to  Army  of 
Tennessee;  assign  First  Tennessee  to  Johnson’s  brigade,  and  assign 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Steuart  to  its  command,  as  I  hear  he  has  been  ordered 
to  the  Valley.  Imboden’s  has  the  Eighteenth,  Twenty-third,  and 
Sixty-second  Virginia  Cavalry  and  one  unauthorized  battalion ;  break 
up  the  battalion;  transfer  the  men  to  Sixty-second  Kegiment,  and 
place  the  whole  brigade  under  Wickham  as  a  part  of  his  OAvn,  at  the  same 
time  relieving  Brigadier-General  Imboden.  Jackson  liastheMneteenth 
and  Twentieth  Eegiments  and  Forty-sixth  and  Forty-seventh  Battalions 
Virginia  Cavalry;  consolidate  the  two  battalions;  give  Major  Lady, 
Forty-sixth Battalion,thecommand  of  thebattalion  transferred,  and  place 
the  whole  brigade  with  Lomax’s  old  brigade  as  a  part  of  it.  McCaiisland’s 
brigade  to  remain  as  it  is,  Avith  addition  of  a  regiment  from  Johnson’s. 
Johnson’s  to  consist  of  Eighth  and  Twenty-first  Eegiments,  Twenty-sev¬ 
enth,  Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-sixth,  and  Thirty- seventh  Virginia  Battalions 
Cavalry,  and  the  First  and  Second  Maryland  Battalions  Cavalry;  make 
two  regiments  of  the  four  Virginia  battalions ;  consolidate  the  Dvo  Mary¬ 
land  into  one ;  find  meritorious  officers  from  the  cavalry  of  Northern  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  place  in  charge  of  the  regiments  formed;  transfer  one  regiment 
to  McCausland.  With  this  arrangement  General  Lomax  Avill  have 
two  strong  brigades ;  Fitz  LeeAvill  have  his  division  increased  by  1,200 
men,  Avhere  they  Avill  be  taught  to  fight;  and  the  indifierent  officers 
gotten  rid  of.  Give  to  each  division  a  military  commander  at  once. 

The  aboA^e,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best  arrangement  that  can  be  made. 
The  only  other  change  that  can  do  any  good  is,  if  this  be  not  carried 
out,  consolidate  Imboden’s  and  Jackson’s  brigades  and  find  a  com¬ 
mander  for  the  brigade  thus  formed.  The  horses  trom  Vaughn’s 
brigade  can  be  used  to  fit  out  artillery  for  the  command,  as  all  it  had 
has  been  lost;  to  my  knowledge,  two-thirds  of  these  horses  have  been 
stolen  and  captured,  and  taken  from  Maryland.  Tlie  Georgia,  battalion 
has  iieA  er  done  anything,  and  has  not  noAV  fifty  men  ])resent.  There 
should  be  at  least  three  inspectors  at  each  division  head([uarters. 

1  am,  general,  a  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  EANSOM,  Jr., 

Alajor- General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond,  December  ^0,  1fiG4, 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

A  copy  of  this  re])ort  Avas  sent  to  General  Early,  August  21),  1864, 
with  a  letter  of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.*  No 
reply  has  been  received. 

For  General  Bragg  and  in  his  absence: 

JNO.  B.  SALE, 
Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


See  p.  1008. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  198.  5  Richmond^  August  22^  1864. 

*#*#*## 

XLI.  Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  Provisional  xlrmy,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Sonthwestern  Yirginia  and  of  the 
troops  serving  there,  including  the  reserves.  He  will  report  to  General 
B.  E.  Lee,  commanding,  &c.  This  assignment  will  not  interfere  with 
the  order  placing  Major-General  Breckinridge  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  Western  Virginia. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  23^  1864—2.30  p.  m. 


Colonel  Sorrel: 

« 


Colonel:  Advance  of  enemy  reported  by  Lomax  turned  out  to 
be  a  small  reconnoitering  party,  who  have  gone  back.  Lomax’s  scouts 
report  no  enemy  this  side  of  Shepherdstown.  W ill  encamp  on  Smithfield 
pike  near  Cameron’s  Depot,  in  supporting  distance  of  either  flank. 
General  Early  has  desired  me  to  take  charge  of  all  the  cavalry  whilst 
General  A[nderson]  and  he  are  together.  There  is  no  doubt  most  of 
enemy’s  cavalry  are  on  their  right  flank. 

Very  respectfully. 


EITZ  LEE, 
Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

August  2j,  1864. 

General  Breckinridge: 

General  :  As  the  enemy  is  reported  advancing  on  Gordon’s  left  and 
front.  General  Early  directs  that  you  move  Gordon  to  meet  them,  and 
Wharton  to  suiiport  him,  exceiit  the  brigade  which  is  Avatching  the 
trains. 

I  am,  general,  res])ectfully,  &c., 

A.  S.  PENDLETON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


August  x4,  1804 — 7.15  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Early  : 

General  :  1  have  Terry’s  brigade  in  line  between  Sheiiherdstown  and 
LeetoAvn  road,  Avith  remainder  of  Gordon’s  command  and  Wharton 
just  behind,  Avaiting  developments.  Lomax  is  on  Shepherdstown  road, 
and  I  have  a  picket  on  LeetoAvn  road.  I  don’t  hear  anything  of  the 
enemy,  and  believe  it  Avas  another  cavalry  stampede.  I  learn  that 
Lomax  has  sent  McCansland  out  to  hunt  for  the  enemy. 

,  Bi'.spoctfnlly, 

50HN  C,  Bl^ECKlNPvlDGE, 
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August  24, 1864. 

Major-Geueral  Breckinridge  : 

General  :  Let  your  troops  remain  where  they  are  for  the  present. 

J.  A.  EAELY, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

Au(i%ist  24,  1804. 

General  Breckinridge  : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Early  directs  that  you  have  your 
command  ready  to  move  at  sunrise.  As  soon  as  you  give  the  orders 
he  wishes  you  to  ride  over  here  to  receive  instructions  in  person. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  &c. 

A.  S.  PENDLETON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


jf 


Headquarters  Army  oe  Northern  Virginia, 

August  25,  1864. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War:' 

General  Early  reports  from  Charlestown  that  he  has  forced  the 
enemy  bac.k  to  Harper’s  Ferry. 

B.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  26,  1864. 

General  Early  : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  has  been  received,  and  I  am  much 
pleased  at  your  having  forced  the  enemy  back  to  Harper’s  Ferry.  This 
will  give  iirotection  to  the  Valley  and  arrest  the  travel  on  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Railroad.  It  will,  however,  have  little  or  no  effect  upon 
Grant’s  operations,  or  i)revent  re-enforcements  being  sent  to  him.  I1‘ 
Sheridan’s  force  is  as  large  as  you  suppose,  I  do  not  know  that  you 
could  operate  to  advantage  north  of  the  Potomac.  Either  Anderson’s 
troops  or  a  x)ortion  of  yours  might,  however,  be  detached  to  destroy  the 
railroad  A\(?st  of  CharlestoAvn,  and  Eitz  Lee  might  send  a  portion  of  his 
cavalry  to  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  as  you  propose. 
1  cannoi  detach  at  present  more  cavalry  from  this  army;  the  enemy  is 
too  strong  in  that  arm.  1  am  aware  that  Anderson  is  the  ranking 
officer,  but  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  on  that  score.  I  first  intendecl 
him  to  threaten  the  enemy  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  so  as  to  retain  near 
Washington  a  portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  He  crossed  the  moun¬ 
tains  at  your  suggestion,  and,  I  think,  properly.  If  his  troops  are  not 
wanted  there  he  could  cross  into  Loudoun  or  Fauquier  and  return  to 
Culpeper.  It  would  add  force  to  the  movement  of  cavalry  east  of  the 
Blue  Ridge.  I  am  in  great  need  of  his  troops,  and  if  they  can  be  spared 
fr  om  the  Valley,  or  cannot  operate  to  advantage  there,  I  will  order 
them  back  to  Richmond.  Let  me  know. 

Very  respectfully, 

R,  lee. 

General f 
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Leetown,  August  27,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 

General  Breckinridge: 

General  :  Lieutenant-General  Early  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is 
waiting  here  for  the  passage  of  your  trains  on  toward  Bunker  Hill.  He 
wishes  your  troops  also  to  move  on  toward  Smithfield. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

A.  S.  PENDLETOI^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Bunker  Hili.,  August  28,  1804, 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  H.  Anderson  : 

General: 'All  my  troops  (infantry)  are  here  at  this  place,  and  I  am 
liicketing  the  roads  all  around  from  the  Winchester  and  Martinsburg 
pike  to  Gerrard  Eun,  and  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  you  put 
infantry  pickets  on  the  Brucetowh  road  and  around  to  the  Berryville 
pike,  as  I  find  the  pickets  of  the  cavalry  are  but  little  to  be  depended 
on.  A  note  was  received  from  Fitz  Lee  stating  that  the  cavalry  was 
picketing  around  by  Martinsburg,  Kearneysville,  and  Summit  Point,  to 
Oastleman’s  Ferry;  but  a  major  commanding  one  of  the  pickets  has  just 
reported  that  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  has  appeared  at  the  ford 
of  the  Opequon  on  the  road  from  here  to  Leetown,  and  I  can’t  under¬ 
stand  this.  A  captain  of  Yankee  cavalry  was  captured  yesterday  and 
brought  to  my  headquarters,  and  he  says  that  he  commanded  the  cav¬ 
alry  Avhich  attacked  and  captured  Kershaw’s  skirmishers;  he  says 
his  force  was  only  a  squadron,  and  that  no  idea  was  entertained  of  the 
attack  until  he  discovered  that  the  men  on  the  skirmish  line  were  sit¬ 
ting  down  roasting  corn,‘and  no  person  paying  any  attention,  many  of 
them  having  their  backs  to  their  line;  he  says  he  was  officer  of  the 
day,  and  as  such  inspecting  the  line  when  he  made  this  discovery,  and 
he  iiroposed  the  attack  to  bis  brigadier,  who  ordered  it,  and  the  men 
were  captured  in  the  same  position  he  had  discovered  them,  most 
of  them  being  taken  with  their  guns  loaded;  he  says  he  captured 
seventy-three  men,  including  a  lieutenant- colonel  or  major  and  several 
commissioned  officers,  and  only  lost  three  men. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  EAELY, 

Lieutenant-  Ge}ieral. 


On  Bruoetown  Egad  at  Opequon  Crossing, 

August  28,  1864 — 4.45  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Anderson: 

(tENERAL  :  The  enemy’s  cavalry  advanced  on  Charlestown  and  8mith- 
field  pike,  and  on  Charlestown  and  Leetown  road  to  Leetown,  and  from 
latter  place  to  Smithfield.  The  position  of  Smithfield  not  being  tenable 
against  a  large  force  advancing  on  those  roads,  I  evacuated  the  place, 
ordering  Lomax’s  division  to  fall  back  toward  Bunker  Hill,  holding 
the  fords  on  the  Opequon,  whilst  I,  with  a  portion  of  Wickham’s  brigade, 
<'hecked  them  upon  this  road.  Colonel  Boston,  commanding  Lomax’s 
old  brigade,  is  between  Summit  Point  and  Lockhart’s  Mill,  and  lias  been 
ordered  to  look  out  for  your  right.  Wickham’s  brigade  is  now  at  this 
place.  Have  not  yet  ascertained  if  the  enemy’s  infiuitry  are  following 
this  movement. 

Eespectfully, 

FITZ  LEE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Lee’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Arma"  of  Northern  Virginia, 

August  28 j  1864 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Lieutenant- Heiieral  Anderson  : 

General:  Am  at  crossing:!,- of  Smitlilield  and  Bmeetown  road  over 
tlie  Opequon;  Wickham’s  brigade  guards  this  ford  and  Fry’s  Mill  ford. 
McOausland  is  at  Beason’s,  and  Lomax  was  ordered  to  hold  fords  from 
Smithfield  to  Bunker  Hill,  and  all  approaches  north  of  those  points. 
Lomax’s  old  brigade  is  between  Summit  Point  and  Locke’s  Ford,  on 
Opequon,  watching  through  Berry ville  to  Shenandoah.  Will  try  and 
find  out  to-night  the  nature  of  this  advance. 

Bespectfully, 

FITZ  LEE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond.,  August  29,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  A  Early, 

Commanding,  Ac.  : 

On  return  of  Major-General  Bansom  from  your  army  his  opinion  was 
desired  as  to  the  future  of  his  late  cavalry  command,  and  he  was 
requested  to  suggest  such  changes  as  would  improve  the  discipline  and 
increase  the  efficiency  thereof.  T  inclose  you  a  copy  of  his  report* 
before  taking  any  action,  and  request  your  suggestions.  As  part  of  the 
command  was  for  some  time  under  Major-General  Breckinridge,  he  may 
be  better  acquainted  than  yourself  with  the  personnel.  1  therefore 
desire  you  to  obtain  an  expression  of  his  opinion  also  as  to  that  part. 
It  is  feared  that  too  radical  a  change  may  produce  dissatisfaction  in 
those  commands  raised  mostly  in  the  country  now  held  by  the  enemy 
and  cause  many  desertions.  At  the  same  time  it  is  felt  that  some 
stringent  measures  are  necessary  to  secure  discipline  and  prevent  dis¬ 
aster. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

% 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Rear  Brucetown,  August  29,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  Anderson  : 

General:  The  enemy  reoccu])ied  Smithfield  this  afternoon;  notli- 
ing  but  cavalry  seen.  I  have  ordered  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  picket 
the  ford  at  the  crossing  of  Brucetown  and  Smithfield  road  over  the 
Opequon,  and  a  regiment  also  at  Fry’s  or  Smith’s  Mill,  with  a  squadron 
in  front,  as  close  to  Smithfield  as  it  can  be  placed. 

Respectfully, 

FITZ  LEE, 

Major- General. 

^  to  Cooper,  August  22,  p,  |.003, 
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Headquarters  Lee’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Army  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

Near  Brxieetown^  August  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Sorrel, 

Assistant  A djntant-  General : 

Colonel:  I  Lave  but  four  regiments  of  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery  to  defend  tbe  fords  in  your  immediate  front,  and  can  keep  but 
two  regiments  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  picket  at  a  time,  as  I  am 
obliged  to  graze  tbe  others.  If  it  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  hold 
these  fords  on  the  Opequon,  I  would  suggest  that  the  force  be  increased. 
I  have  been  quite  unwell  since  yesterday  morning  and  am  confined  to 
my  bed. 

Itespectfully, 

FITZ  LEE, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Army  of  Northern  Viroinia, 

Near  Brucetown,  August  30,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel  : 

Colonel:  An  infantry  prisoner  taken  to-day  reports  that  Sixth 
Corps  marched  through  Charlestown,  encamping  near  Cameron’s  Depot, 
on  Smithfield  pike,  and  moved  up  toward  latter  place  yesterday  after¬ 
noon,  when  their  cavalry  retired.  A  brigade  from  that  corps  (I  men¬ 
tioned  before)  actually  reached  Smithfield,  following  up  our  retiring 
infantry.  The  Nineteenth  and  Eighth  Corps  also  passed  through 
Charlestown,  the  first  taking  the  Leetown  and  the  other  the  Berryville 
roads,  encamping,  I  presume,  in  the  edges  of  the  town,  as  they  have  not 
appeared  anvwhere  on  these  roads. 

EITZ  LEE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Wickham’s  Cavalry  Brig.,  Lee’s  Cavalry  Div., 

August  30,  1864. 


MaJ.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee: 


I  have  men  now  at  Smithfield,  the  enemy’s  vedettes  being  in  sight 
on  the  hill  beyond  the  town.  I  have  ordered  a  picket-post  to  be  estab¬ 
lished,  if  possible,  on  the  hill  beyond  Smithfield.  A  brigade  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  came  up  to  the  town  yesterday  evening,  but  retired  last 
night.  The  infantry  is  said  to  be  encamped  now  at  Baker’s  Eun.  My 
pickets  are  now  at  this  end  of  the  town. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  C.  WICKHAM, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  AYrginia, 

August  31,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early, 

Commanding^  Ae. : 

General:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  inclose  the  enemy’s  signal  al- 
])liabet*  as  deciphered  by  some  of  our  signal  cori)S  here.  Wi*.  read  their 

Not  found. 
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messages  Avith  facility,  and  the  general  thinks  it  may  be  of  service  to 
you,  but  advises  tliat  care  be  taken  to  conceal  the  fact  of  our  knoAvledge 
of  the  alphabet.  The  enemy  also-  reads  our  messages,  and  the  general 
suggests  that  your  signal  men  be  put  on  their  guard  to  prevent  the 
enemy  obtaining  information  by  that  means. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  I\1AE8HALL, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Valley  DiSTRurr, 

Auffust  31,  1864. 

Major-General  Breckinridge, 

Commaiidimj,  Ac. : 

General:  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
move  to  ShepherdstoAvn  at  daylight  to-morroAv,  going  from  Darkesville 
to  LeetoAvn,  and  thence  to  ShepherdstoAvn.  Vour  trains  and  artillery- 
accompany  you,  and  you  Avill  march  one  brigade  in  rear  of  all  your 
trains.  The  brigade  Avhich  is  at  Martinsburg  you  aa  ill  order  to  proceed 
from  that  place  to  ShepherdstoAvn  as  soon  as  Bodes  and  Eamseur  reach 
Martinsburg. 

I  am,  general,  respectfullv,  &c., 

A.  8.  PE.NDLETON, 
Assista7it  A  djutarit- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  8outhavest  Va.  and  East  Tenn., 

Buhlin,  A^ignst  31,  1864. 

General  8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Ac.: 

General  :  1  haA^e  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  (30th  instant), 
in  obedience  to  8pecial  Orders,  No.  198,  section  XLI,  August  22,  1864, 
from  your  office,  1  assumed  command  of  this  department,  relieAung 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  and  haA^e  for  the  present  established  my 
headquarters  at  this  ])lace.  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  any 
A’ery  satisfaidory  report  of  the  troops  noAv  in  the  department,  but  ho[)e 
to  be  able  to  take  steps  soon  to  secure  such  reiiort.  I  hercAvith  inclose 
to  you  the  only  report*  that  could  be  made  from  the  papers  in  the  office 
of  the  assistant  adjutant- general  of  the  dejiartment.  From  this  you 
will  perceive  that  the  organization  of  the  troops  must  necessarily  be 
imperfect  and  confused,  resulting  from  the  fragmentary  character  of 
the  various  commands.  Brigadier-General  Morgan  has  had,  no  doubt, 
very  great  difficulty  in  establishing  any  organizations  from  the  materials 
under  his  control,  and  much  difficulty  will  still  be  experienced  in 
this  regard.  I  find  that  there  is  no  inspector  for  the  troops,  an 
officer  very  im])ortant  at  this  time  for  the  proper  organization  of  the 
command;  and  I  respectfully  request,  if  it  can  be  done,  that  a  rigid 
and  experienced  inspecting  officer  may  be  assigned  to  me  temporarily, 
to  aid  me  in  bringing  the  affairs  of  the  department  to  a  better  system 
and  order.  I  have  thought  that  some  such  officer  might  now  be  on 
duty  in  Eichmond,  Avho  could  be  spared  for  this  duty,  at  least  for  a 
short  time.  I  do  not  forward  the  inclosed  paper  as  a  report,  but  only 


*  Not  found. 
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to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  command  and  of  the  difficul¬ 
ties  with  which  the  commanding  officer  has  had  to  contend.  The  most 
of  the  troops  are  now  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  yicinity  of  Bull’s  Gap, 
where  the  enemy  have  lately  been  making  some  demonstrations. 

I  shall  at  once  commence  the  use  of  every  effort  to  bring  out  and 
organize  properly  all  of  the  reserve  troops  in  the  department.  I  have 
given  orders  for  immediate  arrangements  to  be  made  to  bring  out  of 
that  portion  of  East  Tennessee  now  under  our  control  all  the  surplus 
wheat  therein,  of  which  I  understand  there  is  a  considerable  quantity, 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  effect  something  in  this  way.  Brigadier- 
General  Morgan  is  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  in  the  field 
in  East  Tennessee. 

I  am,-general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J^^O.  ECHOLS, 

.  Brigadier- General^  <0o. 


Strength  of  the  Army  of  Valley  District  {at  and  about  Bunker  Hill,  Va.),  JAeut.  Gen. 
Jnhal  A.  Early  command  in  ff,  August  31,  1864,  as  shown  by  inspection  reports.  * 


P-i 


pH 


Rodes’  division  (Rodes) : 

Battle’s  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Cullen  A.  Battle 
Grimes’  brigade;  Brig.  Gen.  Bryan  Grimes. . 

Cook’s  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Pbilip  Cook . 

Cox’s  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  William  R.  Cox  . . . 


951 

1, 163 

3,252 

883 

1,  091 

3,293 

674 

883 

2, 421 

797 

973 

4,  052 

951 

832 

599 

079 


Total . 

Gordon’s  division  (Gordon) : 

Terry’s  brigade,!  Brig.  Gen.  William  Terry . 

York’s  brigade,!  Brig,  Gen.  Zebulon  York" . 

Evans’  brigade.  Col.  Edmund  N.  Atkinson . . 

Total . : . 

Early’s  division  (Ram sen r) : 

Pegram’s  brigade.  Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegrara .  • 

Johnston’s  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  I).  Johnston  . . . 
Godwin’s  brigade.  Brig.  Gen.  Archibald  C.  Godwin _ 

Total . . . . 

Artillery  (Nelson) : 

Braxton's  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Carter  M.  Braxton _ 

Nelson’s  battalion,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Kirkpatrick . 

McLaughlin’s  battalion,  Maj.  William  McLaughlin  .. 

Total . . 

Grand  total§ . 


3,  305 


4,  no 


13,  018 


3,  061 


864 

658 

1,311 


987 

813 

1,526 


6, 485 

3,  507 

4,  204 


783 

658 

1,210 


2,  883 


3,32^ 


14, 196 


2,  651 


621 

618 

806 


851 

774 

935 


2,  325 
2,  401 
2,270 


599 

598 

775 


2,  045 


2,  560 


6,  996 


1,972 


243 

275 

262 


284 

314 

316 


380 

459 

454 


280 

275 

247 


780 


914 


1.  293 


802 


8,  963 


10,  910 


35, 503 


8,  486 


11 

12 

12 


35 


35 


*  Not  including  Wharton^s  division  or  the  cavalry.  The  report  for  Wharton^s 
division  shows  an  aggregate  of  503  of  Echols^  (Patton’s)  brigade,  and  of  638  of 
Wharton’s  brigade  ^‘present  at  inspection;”  Init  gives  no  indication  whatever  of 
the  strength  of  Smithes  brigade,  nor  does  it  give  the  stations  of  these  troops.  In¬ 
spection  report  of  this  date  for  the  cavalry  not  found. 

t  Note  on  original  says,  “  Composed  of  the  remnants  of  the  A^irgiuia  regiments  of 
..Johnson’s  division.” 

t  Hays’  and  Stafford’s  brigades. 

^For  strength  of  Early’s  corps  and  Kershaw’s  division,  as  shown  by  monthly 
return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  see  Vol.  XLJI,  Part  II,  p.  1213. 
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Organization  of  the  Second  A  rmy  Corjjs,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia^ 
Lieut.  Oen.  Jubal  A.  Early  commanding ^  August  31,  1864.* 

GORDON’S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  B.  Gordon. 


Hays’  Briyade. 


5th  Louisiana,  Col.  Henry  Forno. 

6th  Louisiana,  Col.  William  Monaghan. 
7t.h  Louisiana,  Col.  Davidson  B.  Penn. 
8th  Louisiana,  Col.  Alcibiades  DeBlauc. 
9th  Louisiana,  Col.  William  K.  Peck. 

Gordon’s  Brigade. 

13th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Baker. 
26th  Georgia,  Col.  Edmund  N.  Atkinson. 
31st  Georgia,  Col.  Clement  A.  Evans. 

38th  Georgia,  Col.  James  D.  Mathews. 
60th  Georgia,  Col.  William  H.  Stiles,  sr. 
61st  Georgia,  Col.  John  H.  Lamar. 


Begram’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegram. 

13th  Virginia,  Col.  James  B.  Terrill. 

31st  Virginia,  Col.  John  S.  Hoffman. 

49th  Virginia,  Col.  John  C.  Gibson, 
i  52d  Virginia,  Col.  James  H.  Skinner. 
58th  Virginia,  Col.  Francis  H.  Board. 

j  HoTi'e’s  Brigade. 

I 

6th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Robert  F.Webb. 
21st  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
S.  Rankin. 

54th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Kenneth  M. 
Murchison. 

57th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Archibald  C. 
Godwin. 

1st  North  Carolina  Battalion  Sharp- 
1  shooters,  Maj.  Rufus  W.  Wharton. 


JOHNSON’S  DIVISION. 


stonewall  Brigade. 

2d  Virginia,  Col.  John  Q.  A.  Naden- 
bouseh. 

4th  Virginia,  Col.  •William  Terry. 

5th  Virginia,  Col.  John  H.  S.  Funk. 

27th  Virginia,  Lieutr.  Col.  Charles  L. 

Haynes. 

33d  Virginia,  Col.  Frederick  W.  M.  Hol¬ 
liday. 

Sieuari’s  Brigade. 

10th  Virginia,  Col.  Edward  T.  H.  Warren. 

23d  Virginia,  Col.  Alexander  G.  Talia¬ 
ferro. 

37th  Virginia,  Col.  Titus  V.  Williams. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  Hamilton  A. 

Brown. 

3d  North  Carolina,  Col.  Stephen  D. 

Thruston. 

RODES’  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Rodes. 

Daniel’s  Brigade. 

32d  North  Carolina,  Col.  Edmund  C.  Brabble. 

43d  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Kenan. 

45th  North  Carolina,  Col,  Samuel  H.  Boyd. 

53d  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  A.  Owens, 

2d  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Maj.  John  M.  Hancock. 

*  From  return  of  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  but  see  organization  of  the  Army  of 
the  Valley  Distrirt  August  20  (]>,  1002),  and  strength  Aiigust  31,  as  shown  by  inspec¬ 
tion  rej)orts,  next,  ante;  also  foot-note  explanations,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  II,  pi>.  1216, 1217, 


Jones’  Brigade. 

21st  Virginia,  Col.  William  A.  Witcher. 
25th  Virginia,  Col.  John  C.  Higgin¬ 
botham. 

42d  Virginia,  Col.  Robert  W,  Withers. 
44th  Virginia,  Col.  Norvell  Cobb. 

48th  Virginia,  Col.  Robert  H.  Dungan. 
50th  Virginia,  Col.  Alexander  S.  Vande- 
venter. 

Stafford’s  Brigade. 

1st  Louisiana,  Col.  William  R.  Shivers. 
2d  Louisiana,  Col.  Jesse  M.  Williams. 
10th  Louisiana,  Col.  Eugene  Waggaman. 
14th  Louisiana,  Col.  Zebulon  York. 
15th‘Louisiana,  Col.  Edmund  Pendleton. 
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Bamseur’s  Brigade. 

2d  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  R.  Cox. 

4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Bryan  Grimes. 

14th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  Tyler  Bennett. 

30th  North  Carolina,Col.  Francis  M.  Parker. 

Doles’  Brigade. 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  Philip  Cook. 

12th  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Willis. 

21st  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Mercer. 

44th  Georgia,  Col.  William  H.  Peebles. 

Battle’s  Brigade 

Brig.  Gen.  Cullen  A.  Battle. 

3d  Alabama,  Col.  Charles  Forsyth. 

.5th  Alabama,  Col.  Josephus  M.  Hall. 

6th  Alabama,  Col.  James  N.  Lightfoot. 

12th  Alabama,  Col.  Samuel  B.  Pickens. 

61st  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  H.  Hill. 

Johnston’s  Brigade. 

5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Garrett. 

12th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Henry  E.  Coleman. 

20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  F.  Toon. 

23d  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Charles  C.  Blacknall. 


Ahstract  from  field  return  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  Bast  Ten- 
nessee,  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan  command ing ,  August,  1864. 


# 

Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

j  Effective  total  pres- 
j  ent. 

: 

Aggregate  ijreseut. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of  field  artil¬ 
lery.  j 

Officers. 

Men. 

General  and  .staff . 

6 

2 

2 

8 

8 

. 

Infantry. 

13th  Battalion  Virginia  Be.serves . 

2 

2 

389 

Cavalry. 

Morgan ’.s  division  staff" . 

7 

8 

8 

15 

15 

First  Brigade . 

57 

732 

732 

842 

1,090 

Second  Brigade . 

64 

656 

656 

751 

1,  220 

Detachment  Vaughn’s  brigade . 

49 

504 

504 

600 

729 

Detachment  Jones’  brigade . 

62 

761 

761 

876 

1,432 

Total . 

239 

2,  661 

2,  661 

3,  084 

4,  486 

Artillery. 

Burroughs’  battery . . . 

3 

74 

74 

78 

110 

4 

McClung’s  battei’y . 

4 

56 

56 

60 

65 

4 

Levi’s  battery . 

1 

43 

43 

44 

49 

2 

Detachment  Ninth  Georgia  Battalion . 

4 

94 

94 

98 

98 

3 

Total . : . 

12 

267 

267 

280 

322 

13 

Grand  total . 

259 

2,  930 

2,  930 

5,205 

13 

A.PFE:]sri>ix 


Report  of  Copt.  Jed.  Hotchkiss^  Topographical  Engineer,  C.  8.  Army^  of 
operations  of  the  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and 
Army  of  Valley  District^  May  S-November  14,  1864.* 

Hdqrs.  Topographical  Engineers,  Vallea^  District, 

Staunton.,  Fa.,  December  31,  1864. 

Major  :  As  topograpliical  engineer  of  the  Second  Corps,  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  and  subsequently  of  the  Valley  District,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Engineer  Bureau, 
a  report  of  the  camps,  marches,  and  engagements  of  the  Second  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  Dis¬ 
trict,  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  during  the  campaign  of 
1864,  illustrated  by  maps  and  sketches. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1864,  the  Second  Corps,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Gen.  E.  S.  Ewell,  was  encamped  in  Orange  County,  Va.  (as  indicated  on 

plate - 1),  where  it  had  spent  the  Avinter,  and  picketed  the  fords 

of  the  Eapidan,  as  shown  on  the  same  plate.  Oh  the  4th  of  May  the 
Federal  army,  which  had  Avintered  in  Culpeper  County,  making  sonn^, 
demonstrations  along  our  front,  crossed  large  bodies  of  infantry  at 
Ely^s  and  Germanna  Fords  and  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Old 

Wilderness  Tavern  (see  plate - 1).  The  Second  Corps,  except  parts 

of  Early’s  division,  Avhich  was  left  on  picket  on  the  Raiiidan,  marched 
to  the  vicinity  of  Locust  Grove  and  encamped  on  the  old  turnpike 

(see  plate - 1).  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  Jones’  brigade, 

of  Johnson’s  division,  moved  down  the  turnpike  and  drove  the  enemy’s 
pickets  to  near  where  their  column  was  marching,  via  the  Germanna 
plank  road,  into  and  across  the  old  turnpike,  near  Lacy’s  house.  The 

brigade  was  then  formed,  as  indicated  on  plate - and  skirmished 

Avith  the  enemy  until  in  the  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn 
its  right  flank,  which  Avas  thrown  back  to  meet  the  attack  (see  plate 

- 1).  This  movement  of  the  enemy  was  successful  and  drove. the 

brigade  of  Jones  from  its  position.  Battle’s  brigade,  of  Rodes’  division, 
then  moved  forAvard  (see  plate - 1),  but  Avas  confused  by  Jones’  re¬ 

treating  men  and  forced  back.  Gordon’s  brigade,  of  Early’s  division, 
having  been  put  in  line,  then  moved  forward  and  drove  the  enemy  back 

to  his  original  position  (see  plate - J).  The  rest  of  the  corps  was 

posted  as  in  plate - 

The  enemy  attacked  our  lines  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  at  daylight 
and  Avere  repulsed  with  much  loss.  We  had  constructed  some  breast¬ 
works  and  were  protected  by  them  (see  plate - §).  Skirmishing 

*See  also  Hotchkiss’  Journal,  p.  567. 

t  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  1  of  the  Atlas. 

X  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  1  of  the  Atlas. 

$  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas. 
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was  kept  up  all  day.  Just  before  dark  we  made  an  attack  with  Gor¬ 
don’s  brigade  on  the  enemy’s  right  Hank  and  drove  them  from  their 

lines  and  camp  (see  plate  - *).  The  right  of  the  Second  Corps 

formed  a  junction  with  the  left  of  the  Third  on  the  right  of  the  old  turn¬ 
pike  (see  plate - *).  On  the  7th  we  fortified  the  advanced  position 

we  had  captured,  reconnoitered  and  fonnd  the  enemy  on  the  Germanna 

road,  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy  on  our  right  (see  plate - *). 

Late  in  the  evening  the  corps  moved  to  the  right  to  the  previous  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  Third  Corps,  as  the  enemy  liad  commenced  moving  to  our 
right.  On  the  8th  the  corps  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Spotsylvania 

Court-House  (see  plate - 1),  skirmishing  some  with  the  enemy’s 

flankers,  their  main  body  moving  down  the  plank  road  toward  Fred¬ 
ericksburg  (see  plate - 1).  On  the  flth  the  corps  took  a  position 

between  the  Po  and  tlie  Ny  liivers,  Avhich  it  fortified  (see  plate - 1). 

and  skirmished  some  with  the  enemy.  The  Third  Corps  was  on  the 

left  and  the  First  Cori)S  on  the  right  of  the  Second  (see  plate - 1). 

On  the  10th  the  enemy  att-acked  our  line  in  several  places,  and  at4  p.  m. 
broke  and  carried  a  portion  of  it  near  the  Harrison  house,  but  we  l  e- 
gained  it.  They  continued  to  make  great  efforts  to  break  the  line  in 
several  places,  but  were  repulsed  (see  plate - j:).  The  enemy  forti¬ 
fied  themselves  with  several  lines  in  our  front  (see  plate - 1  for  some 

of  them).  Late  in  the  p.  m.  the  enemy  (‘ame  to  the  Po  bridge,  beyond  the 
Old  Block-House,  and  a  few  of  them  crossed.  General  Early,  with  the  Third 

Corps,  drove  them  back  and  beyond  Waite’s  Sliop  (see  plate - {). 

There  was  fighting  in  front  of  the  First  Corps  also.  The  11th  was  com¬ 
paratively  quiet.  The  enemy  showed  three  lines  of  battle  in  front  of 
the  Court-House.  Wilcox’s  and  Heth’s  divisions,  of  the  Third  Corps, 
were  put  on  the  right  of  the  army,  while  Anderson’s  division  was  across 
the  Po,  on  the  left,  fortifying.  (See  line  of  works  on  left  on  plate 


On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  at  4  a.  m.,  the  enemy  massed  in  column 
of  divisions,  in  front  of  the  McCoull  house,  and  made  a  furious  attack 
upon  the  salient  of  our  line  there  and  captured  it,  taking  20  pieces  of 
artillery  that  were  just  coming  up  to  positions.  The  troops  on  the  right 
of  the  point  attacked  were  moved  to  the  left  and  checked  the  enemy 
until  re-enforcements  came  up,  when  a  new  line  was  taken  and  held 

(see  plate - f).  The  fighting  was  incessant  from  4  a.  m.  until  1  p.  m., 

when  there  was  a  lull  for  a  short  time,  after  which  it  was  renewed  until 

4  p.  m.  We  held  the  position  which  we  had  taken  (see  plate - {). 

Some  attacks  were  made  on  the  enemy  by  the  right  of  the  army.  On 
the  13th  some  skirmishing  and  cannonading  took  place,  but  no  attack. 
The  lines  of  the  corps  were  somewhat  shortened  during  the  day  (see 

plate - {).  The  enemy  made  an  attack  on  ^ - brigade  during 

the  night,  but  was  repulsed  (see  plate - 1).  Skirmishing  continued 

on  the  14th,  and  the  enemy  made  a  feeble  attack  at  3  p.  m.,  then  moved 
during  the  night  farther  to  our  right,  leaving  no  enemy  in  the  immediate 
front  of  the  left  of  our  center.  In  the  p.  m.  two  brigades  went  out 

in  front  and  drove  the  enemy  still  more  to  our  right  (see  plate  — ^ - f). 

Nothing  transpired  but  a  few  cannon  shots  on  the  loth,  and  only  some 
skirmishing  and  some  slielling  on  the  16th,  the  enemy  only  fronting 


*  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXI,  Map.l  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  3  of  the  Atlas. 
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the  extreme  right  of  the  Second  Coitus.  Part  of  the  army  was  moved 
more  to  the  right.  On  the  17th,  in  the  p.  m.,  General  Ewell  moved 
Podes’  division  forward  from  onr  left  and  found  the  enemy  behind 
^  breast- works  some  distance  in  front;  we  fired  one  volley  and  fell  back 

*  (see  plate - *).  We  recovered  a  portion  of  the  line  we  lost-on  the 

12th.  The  enemy  attacked  Gordon’s  brigade  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  18th  with 
a  heavy  column,  which  was  repulsed.  In  the  p.  m.  of  the  19th  the 
corps  made  a  movement  to  the  front  and  right  (the  enemy  having 
retired  last  night  across  the  I^y)  to  attack  the  enemy’s  right.  We 
attacked  at  5  p.  m.  with  Eodes’  division  and  gained  some  success,  but 
were  finally  forced  to  retire,  the  enemy  being  in  full  force  (see  plate 

- *).  A  ])ortion  of  the  Third  Corps  moved  out  a  short  distance  at 

the  same  time  (see  plate - *). 

A  i)rofonnd  quiet  prevailed  on  the  20th.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st 
the  Second  Corps  moved  to  the  right  of  the  army  toward  the  Telegraph 

road,  and  south  of  the  Po  (see  plate - 1),  as  the  enemy  was  moving 

to  the  right,  having  abandoned  the  line  of  the  Ny.  The  march  was 
continued  down  the  Po  to  the  Telegraph  road  and  then  to  Dickinson’s 

Mill,  where  we  encamped  at  11  p.  m.  (see  plate - 1).  The  enemy’s 

advance  attacked  part  of  Pickett’s  division  at  Milford  Station,  and  the 
cavalry  skirmished  with  them  all  along  the  Eichmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  Eailroad  to  that  place.  On  the  22d  the  march  was  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  vicinity  of  Hanover  Junction,  which  we  reached  by  1  p.  m., 

Eodes’  division  in  the  rear  (see  plate - 1).  The  cavalry  fought  the 

enemy’s  advance  near  Chesterfield  Station  (see  plate - f).  On  the 

23d  the  Second  Corps  was  put  in  position  in  front  and  to  the  right  of 

Hanover  Junction  (see  plate - f).  The  Third  Corps  was  on  the 

extreme  left.  The  enemy  crossed  at  Jericho  Ford  in  the  p.  m.,  and 
drove  the  Third  Corps  away  and  formed  a  line  at  right  angles  to  the 

railroad  and  across  it  toward  New  Found  Eiver  (see  plate - i). 

The  Second  Corps  was  ordered  to  move  up  to  support  the  Third  after 
dark,  but  finally  bivouacked  along  the  railroad,  across  and  to  the  left 

of  the  Telegraph  road  (see  plate - f).  The  enemy  took  the  works 

near  the  Telegraph  road  bridge  and  crossed  the  North  Anna.  At  night  a 
lineof  defense  was  selected,  and  the  First  Corps  movedtoits  line  and  forti¬ 
fied  it;  the  Second  Coiqiswas  heldin  reserve  (seeplate - f).  The  Sec¬ 

ond  Corps  was  placed  on  the  right  on  the  24th,  and  fortified  a  line  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  Telegraph  road  across  the  Eichmond,  Fredericksburg  and 

Potomac  Eailroad  to  the  right  of  Hanover  Junction  (see  plate - 1). 

The  enemy  fortified  his  position  south  of  the  North  Anna.  Some  skir¬ 
mishing  occurred  on  the  24th  and  25th.  There  was  some  skirmishing  on 
the  26th,  and  the  enemy  advanced  a  line  of  battle  on  Eodes’  division, 

on  the  right,  which  his  skirmishers  drove  back  (see  plate - f).  On 

the  morning  of  the  27th  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
across  the  North  Anna,  and  only  a  small  force  remained  in  front  of  the 
army.  The  Second  Corps  marched  along  the  Yirginia  Central  Eailroad ; 

then  to  Merry  Oaks,  and  to  Hughes’  Cross-Eoads  (see  plate - §), 

the  enemy  moving  to  near  Hanovertown.  Marching  at  3  a.  m.  of  the 
28th,  via  Atlee’s  Station  and  Shady  Grove  Church,  the  corps  took  posi¬ 
tion  near  Hundley’s  Corner,  on  the  crest  of  the  water-shed  on  the  south 

bank  of  the  Totopotomoy  Creek  (see  plate - §).  There  was  a  hard- 

fought  cavalry  engagement  near  Aenon  Chiireh  the  same  day.  We 

^  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  3  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  7  of  the  Atlas. 

(Ji  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  3  of  the  Atlas. 
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quietly  held  our  positiou  ou  the  29th.  On  the  30th - brigade  was 

moved  to  the  right  and  front  toward  Bethesda  Church,  and  attacked 
the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  their  works,  when  they  repulsed  us  (see 

plate - *).  On  the  31st  there  was  some  fighting  on  the  Old  Church 

road. 

June  1,  there  was  hard  fighting  at  Cold  Harbor  by  the  First  Corps. 
On  the  2d  the  position  of  the  Second  Corps  was  changed,  and  part  of 

the  Third  put  on  its  left  (see  plate - *),  and  at  5  ji.  m.  an  attack 

was  made  on  the  enemy,  and  prisoners  and  a  portion  of  his  works  cap¬ 
tured  (see  plate - *). 

On  the  3d  there  was  skirmishing  all  along  the  lines  and  a  very  heavy 

cannonade  on  the  left  (see  plate - *).  The  enemy  made  a  furious 

attack  on  the  First  Corps  June  4.  Last  night  the  Second  Corps  moved 
back  to  its  former  position,  holding  the  advanced  line  with  skirmishers 

(see  plate  - *).  The  Third  Corps  was  moved  from  the  left  to 

Gaines’  Mill.  The  enemy  attacked  our  line  at  9  p.  m.,  and  was  repulsed 

(see  plate - *).  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  A.  Early  was  put  in  full  command 

of  the  Second  Corps  on  the  5th;  all  quiet.  June  6,  the  enemy  left  the 
front  of  the  Second  Corps  last  night,  and  it  followed  them  up  to-day  to 
Gilman’s  Mill,  skirmishing  some  and  finding  the  enemy  intrenched  (see 

plate - *).  On  the  7th  the  corps,  being  in  reserve,  moved  out  in 

front  of  the  line  and  attacked  the  enemy’s  flank  with  some  success  (see 

plate - *).  From  the  8th  to  the  13th  of  June  the  Second  Corps 

was  in  reserve,  and  remained  in  camp  to  the  west  of  Gaines’  Mill. 

ARMY  OF  THE  VALLEY  DISTRICT. 

The  Second  Corps  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  consisting  of 
Rodes’,  Gordon’s,  and  Early’s  divisions  of  infantry,  the  latter  com¬ 
manded  by  Ramseur,  and  Brigadier-General  Long’s  artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early,  left  its  encampment  one 
mile  west  of  Gaines’  Mill,  Hanover  County,  Va.,  at  3  a.  m.,  Monday, 
June  13,  1864,  and,  marching  by  the  route  indicated  on  the  accompany¬ 
ing  map  (plate - f),  and  encamping  at  the  places  marked  on  the 

same  map,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Shad  well  Station,  on  the  Virginia 
Central  Railroad,  on  the  evening  of  June  16. 

The  next  day,  June  17,  Ramseur’s  and  Gordon’s  divisions  were  taken 
to  Lynchburg  via  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  while  Rodes’ 

division  marched  to  the  North  Garden  Depot  (see  plate - 1).  The 

divisions  on  arriving  at  Lynchburg  at  1  p.  m.  were  at  once  marched 
out  on  the  Salem  road  and  took  position  near  the  line  of  battle  formed 

the  next  day,  June  18  (see  plate - f).  June  18,  Rodes’  division  took 

the  cars  and  came  on  to  Lynchburg.  In  thep.  m.  the  enemy  advanced 
a  line  of  battle,  which  was  met  and  repulsed  by  a  disposition  of  forces  as 

shown  on  plate - -f .  General  Early  found  General  Breckinridge’s 

command,  consisting  of  a  division  of  infantry.  King’s  artillery,  and 
Jackson’s,  Imboden’s,  McCausland’s,  and  Jones’  brigades  of  cavalry, 
in  the  immediate  suburbs  of  Lynchburg,  constructing  a  new  line  of 

defenses,  as  indicated  in  plate - J.  Assuming  command  of  all 

the  forces,  he  moved  them  out  to  the  line  taken  on  the  18th,  some  three 
miles  in  front  of  Lynchburg.  The  enemy  retreated  from  the  front  of 
Lynchburg  during  the  night  of  the  18th  by  the  Salem  road,  and  we 

^  Plate  LXXXl,  Map  3  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXl,  Map  6  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  7  of  the  Atlas. 
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followed  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  Kamseur’s  division  in  front,  oih’ 
advance  occasionally  reaching  the  enemy’s  rear  guard,  which  burned 
all  the  bridges  on  the  way  and  so  impeded  our  i)rogress  some.  They 
also  destroyed  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Itailroad  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Breckinridge’s  division  marched  by  the  Forest”  road.  Ram- 
seiir  had  a  lively  skirmish  with  the  enemy  near  Liberty  (see  plate 

- *),  after  which  the  army  encamped  near  there  (see  plate - 

for  routes  from  Lynchburg  to  Liberty). 

June  20,  the  infantry,  Gordon  in  front,  followed  after  the  enemy  to 
Buford’s  Gap,  skirmishing  with  the  rear.  At  the  gap  the  enemy  made 

a  show  of  resistance,  and  dispositions  were  made  (as  in  plate - *) 

to  hank  him  from  his  position,  but  the  movement  was  so  slow  that 
night  came  before  it  was  accomplished,  and  Ave  encamped  in  the  gap, 
the  enemy  in  our  front.  Major  Gilmor’s  cavalry  made  a  detour  to  the 
left,  captured  some  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  from  a  signal  station. 
Most  of  the  cavalry  marched  from  Liberty  by  the  Peaks  Gap  to 
Buchanan  to  thwart  the  enemy’s  movements  in  the  Valley.  June  21, 
the  enemy  continued  his  retreat  and  we  followed  at  rather  a  late  hour, 
Rodes  in  advance,  to  the  vicinity  of  Hanging  Rock,  or  Mason’s  Gap, 
leaving  the  main  road  at  Big  Lick  to  try  and  reach  the  gap  before  the 

enemy  (for  route,  see  plate - * ).  Imboden’s  cavalry  crossed  the  Blue 

Ridge  southwest  of  Buford’s  Gap  and  came  u])on  the  enemy’s  rear  at 
Big  Lick  and  folloAved  them  through  Salem  and  Mason’s  Gap.  The 
infantry  reached  Hanging  Rock  after  the  enemy  had  passed  and  en¬ 
camped  in  the  vicinity.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Ransom,  attacked 
the  enemy’s  line  of  march  at  Hanging  Rock  at  11  a.  m.,  and  in  the 

vicinity  of  Salem  (see  plate - *),  having  made  a  night  march  from 

Buchanan,  and  cut  their  line  of  march,  capturing  artillery,  wagons,  &c., 
part  of  which  they  were  compelled  to  destroy,  being  forced  back  by 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who  continued  their  retreat  to  Mason’s 

Cove  (see  plate - ^t).  June  22,  the  troops  remained  in  camp,  only 

[except]  Ramseur’s  division,  which  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Botetourt 
Springs.  Imboden’s  cavalry  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to¬ 
ward  ilew  Castle.  The  rest  of  the  cavalry  marched  to  the  vhanity  of 
Fincastle.  J une  23,  the  army  marched  to  Buchanan,  Ramseur  in  advance, 
and  on  the  24th  to  Buffalo  Creek,  not  far  from  Lexington,  moving  by 

two  roads  (see  plate - *).  The  enemy  continued  his  retreat  toward 

Lewisburg,  followed  by  a  fcAv  caA- airy.  Our  cavalry  marched,  as  shoAvn 

in  plate - ,*  and  encamped  near  CollierstOAA  n.  June  25  and  26, 

the  army  continued  the  march  by  tAAX)  roads,  Avhere  practicable  (see  plate 

- ^ — *),  to  the  vicinity  of  Staunton.  On  the  27th  the  infantry  rested 

and  the  cavalry  continued  the  march  (see  plate - f).  Jiiiie  28, 

Ramseur  and  Rodes  m arched,  by  Mount  Sidney  and  the  KeezletoAvn 
road,  to  the  vicinity  of  North  River,  Avliile  Gordon  and  Breckinridge 
followed  the  Valley  turnpike  to,  near  the  same  stream.  The  cavalry 
marched  by  the  Back  road.  June  29,  the  army  marched  to  theAucinity 
of  Sparta,  Ramseur  in  advance,  and  on  the  30th,  Gordon  in  advance,  to 
near  HawkinstoAAui,  and  July  1  he  led  the  march  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  the 
cavalry  coming  by  the  Middle  road,  and  encamped  on  Hupp’s  Hill. 

July  2,  AA-e  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  Gordon  in  front 
(see  plate  - 1).  July  3,  Gordon  and  Breckinridge  marched  to 


*  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  6  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXIIl,  Map  8  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas. 


1020  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LY.’ 

Aiartinsburg  and  captured  the  place,  many  stores,  and  some  i^risoners, 

without  much  opposition  (see  plate - *).  Ramseur  marched  to  Lee- 

town  via  Brucetown,  and  Bodes  to  Smithtield.  The  cavalry  advanced 

to  Kearneysville  via  Brucetown  and  Leetown  (see  plate - met 

the  enemy^s  cavalry  near  the  latter  place,  and  had  quite  a  severe  fight 

of  it  and  drove  them  through  Kearneysville  (see  plate - *).  AIc- 

Causland’s  brigade  marchej[l  all  night  via  AVhite  Hall  and  Back  Creek 

(see  plate - *).  July  4,  Ramseur  marched,  via  Flowing  Spring 

and  BrowiTs,  to  Halltown,  and  Bodes  via  Charlestown;  then  advanc¬ 
ing  we  drove  the  enemy  from  Halltown  and  Bolivar  Heights,  and  took 
Bolivar  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  two  divisions.  The  enemy  shelled 
our  troops  from  Maryland  Heights,  where  they  had  lOO-pounder  Par¬ 
rott  guns,  and  also  from  Fort  Duncan  and  Hari)er\s  Ferry  (see  plate 

- 1).  After  dark  the  enemy  evacuated  Harper’s  Ferry  and  our 

skirmisliers  took  possession.  The  other  divisions  marched  to  the 

vicinity  of  Duffield’s  Depot  (see  plate - *).  McCausland’s  brigade 

attacked  North  Mountain  Dei)ot  early  in  the  morning  and  took  2(K)  pris¬ 
oners  (see  plate - 1),  then  marched  to  Hainesville.  July  5,  Gordon 

crossed  the  l^otomac  at  Boteler’s  Ford  and  marched  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Antietam,  where  he  encamped.  A^aughn,  in  command  of  Breckin¬ 
ridge’s  division  (Breckinridge  commanding  a  corps  made  of  it  and  Gor¬ 
don’s  division)  marched  to  Sharpsburg.  Ramseur  and  Bodes  spent 

the  day  at  Harper’s  Ferry  (see  plate  - *).  McCausland  went  to 

Shepherdstown.  July  6,  Gordon  marched  to  near  Afaryland  Heights. 
Ramseur  and  Bodes  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg,  leaving  one 

brigade  at  Harper’s  Ferry  (see  plate  - *).  The  cavalry  went  to 

Boonsborough  (see  plate  - *).  McCausland  came  to  the  front  of 

Sharj)sburg.  July  7,  Gordon  drove  in  the  enemy’s  outposts  at  Fort 
Duncan  and  Maryland  Heights,  and,  supported  by  Wharton  (Breckin¬ 
ridge’s  division),  engaged  the  enemy  to  within  600  yards  of  their  very 

strong  works  (see  plate  - 1).  Bodes  was  near  Bohrersville  and 

Ramseur  near  Sharpsburg.  Lewis’  brigade,  of  Bamseur’s  division, 

remained  on  Bolivar  Heights  (see  plate - 1)  until  late  in  the  p.  m., 

and  then  marched  to  the  division  at  Sharpsburg  by  the  usual  route 

(see  idate - *).  The  cavalry  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Frederick 

City  and  engaged  the  enemy  some.  McCausland  went  to  Hagerstown 
from  Sharpsburg,  and  engaged  TJ.  S.  regular  cavalry. 

July  8,  Ramseur  marched  by  Boonsborough  and  Middletown  to  the 
summit  of  the  Catoctin  Mountain,  where  he  found  the  cavalry  in  posi¬ 
tion  (see  plate - '*).  Gordon  and  Wharton  marched  from  Bohrers¬ 

ville,  by  Fox’s  Gap  and  Middletown,  to  the  foot  of  the  Catoctin  Moun¬ 
tain  (see  plate - *),  while  Bodes,  from  Bohrersville  crossed  the 

South  Mountain  by  Crampton’s  Gap  and  encamped  near  tTefferson 

(see  plate - *).  McCausland  marched  all  night  and  passed 

the  Boonsborough  Gap  at  daylight  and  went  to  Frederick  City  and 
skirmished  there  during  the  day;  camped  at  Middletown.  On  the  9th 
Ramseur  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  near  Frederick  City  and  through 
it  toward  Monocacy  Junction,  where  they  occupied  two  block-houses, 
one  of  them  flanked  by  a  strong  earth-work  on  a  hill  and  a  command¬ 
ing  ridge  on  which  Avas  posted  their  main  line,  just  across  the  Mon¬ 
ocacy  (see plate - §).  Ramseur  engaged  the  enemy  in  front  about 

*  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  1  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXIII,  Map  5  of  the  Atlas. 
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10  a.  111.  and  skirmished  with  them  while  several  batteries  engaged 
their  artillery.  In  the  meantime  McCausland’s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
Avhich  moved  by  Jefferson  from  Middletown,  crossed  the  Moiiocacy 

lower  doAAm  (see  plate - *),  and  got  upon  the  enemy’s  tlank  and 

drove  away  his  cavalry  and  engaged  his  infantry  for  a  time.  Gordon’s 
division  soon  followed  and  struck  the  flank  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 

and  drove  it  back  in  confusion  (see  plate - *).  They  then  formed 

a  second  line,  Avhich  he  also  broke  and  routed  comxiletely,  iiursuing 
them  some  distance,  capturing  many  prisoners  until  night  closed  the 
pursuit.  McCausland’s  brigade  folloAved  the  enemy’s  cavalry  to  Ur- 

bana  and  engaged  them  (see  plate - 1),  and  then  fell  back  to  the 

Monocacy.  Kodes’  division  marched  out  on  the  Baltimore  road  and 

skirmished  with  the  enemy  some  (see  idate - 1).  The  troops  en- 

camiied  on  the  battle-field.  Johnson’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  formerly 
Jones’,  started  on  an  expedition  to  the  Aucinity  of  Baltimore,  &c.  (For 
their  route  and  camps,  showing  Avhere  they  burned  important  bridges 
and  cut  the  enemy’s  lines  of  communication  Avith  Washington  City,  see 

plate  - 1).  Sunday,  July  10,  the  enemy’s  infantry  retreated 

toAA^ard  Baltimore.  We  destroyed  the  iron  bridge  across  the  Monocacy 
and  the  block-houses  at  the  Junction,  and  continued  our  inarch  tOAvard 
Washington  City  Ada  l"i*bann,  Gordon  in  front.  Bamsf  ur  brought  up 
the  rear  and  had  a  little  skirmishing  AAdth  some  of  the  enemy’s  cav¬ 
alry.  We  eiK'amped  near  Gaithersbuig.  McOausland,  in  advance, 
drove  Wilson’s  cavalry,  fighting,  to  Bockville,  and  camped  there 

(see  plate - 1).  July  11,  Bodes  in  front,  marched  to  Silver  Sindng, 

on  the  borders  of  the  District  of  Columlna,  Avhere  aa^c  engaged  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  and  droA^e  them  to  the  fortifications  (see  plate 

- i  ).  The  day  was  intensely  hot,  and  the  army  much  exhausted. 

We  found  the  enemy’s  works  of  a  very  formidable  character  and  fully 
manned;  the  whole  country  cleared  off  and  exposed  in  every  part  to 
fire  from  tlieir  numerous  forts  and  batteries  that  croAvned  the  heights 

in  our  front  (see  plate - 1).  The  army  encamped  in  the  Aicinity 

of  vSilver  Spring.  McOausland’s  (cavalry  brigade  advanced  from  Bock¬ 
ville  by  the  Georgetown  road  and  engaged  the  enemy  near  Tennally- 

toAvn  (see  i)late - 1),  Avhile  Colonel  Mosby’s  command  made  a 

demonstration  at  the  Chain  Bridge  on  the  Virginia  side  (see  plate 

- 1). 

July  12,  Ave  spent  in  front  of  Washington,  and  Bodes’  division  had  a 
iieavy  skirmish  aa  BIi  the  enemy  on  tlie  Seventh  Street  turnpike  in  the 
p.  m.  We  also  had  a  cavalry  skirmish  on  the  GeorgetoAvn  road,  Avherc* 
our  cavalry  was  forced  by  sux^erior  numbers  to  retire.  Some  infantry 
Avas  sent  to  their  sux)X)ort.  Johnson’s  brigade  of  cavalry  returned  to¬ 
day  from  its  march  toAvard  Baltimore  (see  plate - f).  At  dark  our 

trains  Avere  started  back,  Wharton  in  front,  and  at  11  p.  m.  the  rest 

folloAved,  Bamseur  in  the  fear  (see  plate - 1).  McCausland  marclied 

the  river  road.  July  13,  Ave  reached  Bockville  at  daylight  and  Seneca 
(heek  about  noon,  Avhere  Ave  rested  until  dark.  The  enemy  fol¬ 
io  Aved  to  Bockville  and  attacked  our  rear  guard,  Jackson’s  brigadi*. 

of  cavalry,  and  Avere  handsomely  reiiulsed  (see  plate - 1).  Mc- 

Camsland  marclied  to  FdAvards  Feri-y.  (Continuing  the  march  during 
the  night  via  Boolesville,  the  army  reached  White’s  Ford  about  mid¬ 
night  and  rested  until  daAvn  of  the  14th,  Avheu  it  crossed  the  river  and 
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encamped  between  there  and  Leesburg.  The  enemy  came  up  shortly 
after  we  crossed.  Part  of  the  cavalry  crossed  lower  down  (see 

plate - *).  McCausland  crossed  at  Conrad’s  Ferry  and  went  to 

Fdwards  Ferry  and  had  a  light  (see  jdate - *).  The  15th  was  spent 

in  cam]),  the  enemy  making  demonstrations  along  the  river  and  shell¬ 
ing  our  cavalry.  The  trains  and  ])risoners  were  sent  to  Ashby’s  Gaj), 
via  Up]>erville,  McCaiisland  covering  them.  July  16,  we  marched,  via 
Leesburg  and  Piiroellville,  through  Snicker’s  (lap,  Jackson’s  cavalry 
in  advance,  crossed  the  Shenandoah,  as  did  also  Gordon’s  and  Whar¬ 
ton’s  divisions.  The  others  encamped  on  the  east  and  west  slopes  of 
the  mountain.  McCausland  followed  the  trains  to  Ashby’s  Gap  and 
Johnson  marched  to  protect  the  right  flaidi  from  the  enemy  at  Hillsbo¬ 
rough,  but  he  failed  to  do  it,  and  they  made  an  attack  on  our  train  at 
Purcellville  and  did  some  damage,  but  they  were  soon  repulsed  and  we 

captured  a  piece  of  artillery  from  them  (see  x)late - *).  M(*Caus- 

laud  inarched  to  Millwood. 

July  17,  Ave  crossed  the  Shenandoah  at  Castleman’s  Ferry  and  G  ordon 
and  Wharton  encamxied  near  the  crossing;  Bodes  farther  down  the 
river  and  Bamseur  near  Long  Branch.  Imboden  Avent  to  Milhvood; 
McCausland  to  Salem  Church;  Jackson  toward  CharlestoAvn,  and  John¬ 
son  farther  to  the  left  (see  plate - *).  Gur  cavalry  fought  the 

enemy’s  advance  in  Snicker’s  Gai).  July  18,  the  enemy  came  across 
the  mountain  at  Snicker’s  Gap  and  attacked  our  lines  furiously,  getting 
commanding  positions  for  their  artillery  on  the  bluffs  of  the  east  bank 
of  the  Shenandoah.  They  crossed  the  river  at  Cool  Sxirings,  where 
they  were  met  by  Bodes,  aided  by  Wharton,  and  signally  repulsed  and 
driven  Avith  loss  across  the  river,  Gordon  engaging  them  at  the  same 

time  near  Castleman’s  Ferry  (see  jilate - *).  Their  loss  Avas  heavy. 

Our  cavalry  fought  them  as  they  advanced  across  tlie  mountain.  The 
hglit  took  idace  in  the  p.  m.  July  19,  the  enemy  attempted  to  cross  at 
Berry’s  Ferr}^,  from  Ashby’s  Gap,  but  Avas  signally  repulsed  by  Imbo- 

den’s  and  McCauslaud’s  brigades  of  cavalry  (see  jdate - *).  On 

the  20th  Bamseur’s  diAusion  and  Vaughn’s  and  Jackson’s  caAmlry,  which 
had  been  sent  to  Winchester  last  night,  to-day  went  three  miles  to Avard 
Martiusburg,  and  AA^as  attacked  by  the  enemy  at  Butherford’s  farm 
and  defeated,  losing  4  pieces  of  artillery,  Jackson  saving  them  from 

rout  by  charging  to  the  front  and  covering  the  retreat  (see  xffate - 1). 

The  trains  Avere  started  toward  NewtoAvn,and  during  tlie  night  Breckin¬ 
ridge  (Gordon  and  Wharton),  followed  by  McCausland,  marched  to 
Cedarville  via  Millwood,  and  on  the  20th  to  Middletown.  Bodes 
marched  through  AVhite  Post  and  on  to  NewtoAvn,  while  Bamseur,  hav¬ 
ing  covered  the  evacuation  of  Winchester,  came  to  KernstoAAm  (see 
plate - -*). 

On  the  21st  we  moved  to  Cedar  Creek,  the  enemy  slowly  folloAving 
with  a  large  force,  and  on  the  22d  marched  to-the  vicinity  ot  Strasburg, 
Bamseur  north.  Bodes  northAvest,  and  Breckinridge  northeast,  on 

Hupp’s  Hill  (see  plate  - *),  and  McCausland  encamxied  in  the 

vicinity  of  Front  Boyal.  July  23,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  advanced  to 
near  [^fewtown,  but  Avas  met  by  ours  and  driven  back  to  KernstoAvn. 
The  infantry  remained  in  camp.  McCausland’s  brigade  moved  to  Buck- 
ton  (see  plate - *).  July  24,  we  marched  toAvard  Winchester,  Gor¬ 

don  in  front,  Vaughn’s  cavalry  on  the  Valley  turnxnke,  Johnson’s  on 
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the  right,  to  flank  AVinchester,  Jackson  on  the  Middle,  andlmbodenon 
the  Back  road.  AA^e  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  Bartonsville  and  the 
cavalry  engaged  them  at  10  a.  m.  near  Kernstown.  The  infantry  soon 
came  up  and  AA^harton  was  moved  in  line  to  theriglit  and  Gordon  to  the 
left  of  the  tnrnx)ike.  Kamsenr  was  moved  to  the  Middle  road.  Gordon 
engaged  the  enemy  in  front  while  AAniarton  turned  their  left  flank  and 
they  retreated  in  confusion.  Johnson  had  engaged  their  cavalry  on  the 
Front  Eoyal  road,  and  Bodes  was  moved  across  toward  Mrs.  Hamilton’s 
to  cut  oft'  the  retreat  of  the  cavalry,  hut  most  of  them  escaped.  They 
made  several  attempts  to  stand,  but  were  pressed  vigorously  by  Bodes 
on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  in  it,  below  Winchester,  and  by  Gordon 
on  the  left.  Bodes  continued  the  pursuit  to  Stephenson’s  and  the  cav¬ 
alry  to  Bunker  Hill,  causing  the  enemy  to  burn  over  seventy  wagons 
and  twelve  caissons.  Gordon  pursued  to  three  miles  beyond  Winchester. 
Bamst^ur  and  Wharton  came  to  the  Bed  Bud.  Our-artillery  did  excel¬ 
lent  work.  AIcCausland  marched  via  Oedarville  to  AVinchester  and  to 
the  front  at  Stephenson’s.  July  25,  after  the. heavy  rain  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  infantry  marched  to  Bunker  Hill.  Our  cavalry  followed  the 

enemy  to  Martinsburg  and  had  a  skirmish  there  (see  plate - *). 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Potomac. 

On  the  26th  we  marched  to  Martinsburg,  and  encam]3ed  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  j  Bodes  and  Bamseur  on  Dry  Bun,  and  Gordon  and  Wharton  on 
Tuscarora  Creek.  The  cavalry  went  to  opposite  AA^illiamsport.  The 
27th  and  28th  were  emxfloyed  in  destroying  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Bailroad  in  the  vicinity  of  Martinsburg.  Cavalry  at  Hainesville  and 
Hammond’s  Mill.  July  29,  McCausland’s  and  Johnson’s  brigades  of  cav¬ 
alry  started  for  Chambersburg,  which  they  burned  (for  routes,  encamp¬ 
ments,  and  'engagements  Avith  the  enemy,  see  plate - f ) ;  and  Bodes 

and  Bamseur  marched  to  WJlliamsport,  the  skirmishers  driving  the 
enemy  to  Hagerstown,  while  McCausland’s  and  John  son’vS  cavalry  crossed 
atMcpoy’s  Ford.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  tired  on  our  line  of  march  at  Fall¬ 
ing  Abaters.  We  crossed  to  the  A^irginiai  side  to  encamp  (see  jflate 

- 1).  July  30,  returned  to  Martinsburg,  Bamseur  by  Hammond’s 

Alill,  Bodes  by  Falling  AVaters;  and  on  the  31st  marched  to  Bunker 
Hill  and  encamijed,  Bamseur  northwest  and  Bodes  southeast  of  ^there, 
while  Gordon  and  AA'harton  halted  at  DarkesAulle  (see  plate - 1). 

August  1,  2,  and  3,  Ave  remained  in  camp.  On  the  4th  Gordon  and 
AA^harton  marched  to  Shei>herdstown,  via  Leetown,  while  Bodes  and 

Bamseur  went  via  Martinsburg  to  HainesAulle  (see  plate - 1).  On 

the  5th  Ave  crossed  the  Potomac  to  Sharpsburg  and  had  a  skirmish 

with  Cole’s  caAmlry  across  the  Antietam  (see plate - 1).  Bodes  and 

Bamseur  crossed  at  Williamsport  and  encamped  near  Saint  James’  (Col¬ 
lege. 

On  the  6th 'Bodes  and  Bamseur  returned  through  AVilliarnsport  and 
on  to  Hammond’s  Mill,  Avhile  Gordon  and  Wharton  marched  to  the 
Virginia  shore  at  AA^illiamsport  via  Tilghmanton.  Some  of  the  cavalry 

went  to  Hagerstown  (see  plate - f).  On  the  7th  Ave  continued  our 

march  through  Martinsburg  to  the  camps  at  Bunker  Hill  and  Darkes- 

ville  as  on  the  30th  ultimo  (see  plate - 1).  Averell’s  diAusion  of 

Federal  caAmlry  surprised  the  camp  of  Johnson’s  caAmlry  at  Moorefield 
and  drove  it  and  McCausland’s  away  in  great  confusion  (see  plate 

- 1).  Enemy  collecting  a  large  force  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  August  8 

and  9  were  spent  in  camp,  and  on  the  loth  wo  marched  to  Stephenson’s 
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Depot,  then  by  Jordan  Springs  to  the  mouth  of  Abrahanf  s  Creek^  where 
Breckinridge  encamped.  Eamsenr  marclied  to  AVinchester  to  meet  a 
reported  advance  of  the  enemy  from  Eomney.  Eodes  encamped  at 
Stephenson’s.  The  enemy  made  demonstrations  on  the  Martinsbnrg, 
Berryville,  and  Millwood  roads  in  the  ]).  m.,  but  were  easily  repulsed 

(see  plate  - *).  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  we  formed  a  line  of 

battle  covering  the  approaches  to  AVinchester  from  the  east  and  south¬ 
east,  Breckinridge  covering  the  Berryville  and  Millwood  roads,  Eam- 
seur  the  Front  Eoyal  road,  and  Eodes  the  one  to  Alartinsburg.  There 
was  some  skirmishing  and  cannonading  on  the  Millwood  road  (seejdate 

- *),  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  endeaAmring  to  reach 

the  Valley  pike,  in  our  rear,  so  Gordon  was  moved  to  the  vicinity  of 

E^ewtown  and  put  in  position  to  cover  the  approaches  (see  plate - *) ; 

the  rest  of  the  army  followed.  After  a  brisk  skirmish,  about  dark,  on 
the  road  to  the  Double  Toll-Gate,  in  which  the  enemy  was  repulsed 

(see  plate - *),  we  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  A^^ewtown  (see  plate 

- *).  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  fell  back  across  Cedar  Creek 

and  formed  a  line  of  battle  there,  the  enemy  forming  on  the  north  side, 

and  some  skirmishing  ensued  (see  jdate - *).  In  the  evening  we 

fell  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill,  posting  the  cavalry  on  the  flanks  and  in  front, . 

AIcCausland  on  the  right  (see  plate - *).  August  13,  a  line  of 

defense  was  selected  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and  occupied  by  troops  as  in  plate 

- .t  On  the  14th  the  enemy  sent  a  few  skirmishers  across  Cedar 

Creek  and  ours  engaged  them.  The  enemy  drove  our  signal  men  from 
the  end  of  the  Three-Top  Alountain,  but  a  company  of  sharpshooters 

drove  them  ofl  in  turn  with  loss  (see  plate - 1).  August  15,  we  drove 

the  enemy’s  pickets  across  Cedar  Creek  and  reconnoitered  their  posi¬ 
tion. 

On  the  16th  General  Anderson,  advancing  to  re-enforce  General  Early, 
had  his  pickets  attacked  by  the  enemy  at  Guard  Hill,  near  Front 

Eoyal,  and  sufiered  some  loss  (see  i)late - 1).  On  the  morning  of  the 

17 th  the  enemy  retreated,  burning  barns  and  hay  and  grain  ricks  as  they 
went.  AVe  followed  after  them,  McCausland’s  cavalry  brigade  in  front, 
on  thg  Valley  pike,  followed  by  Gordon,  Jackson’s  brigade  on  the  Mid¬ 
dle  and  Johnson’s  on  the  Back  road.  AVe  did  not  overtake  the  enemy 
until  we  reached  Kernstown;  then  drove  their  skirmishers  in  and  found 
their  cavalry,  supported  by  a  brigade  of  infantry,  posted  on  Bowers’ 
Hill.  Forsberg’s  brigade,  of  AVharton’s  division,  was  thrown  out  on 
the  left  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy;  then  AVharton  was  formed  in 
line,  with  Eamseur’s  sliari)shooters  on  the  right,  and  advanced  under  a 
heavy  musketry  and  artillery  lire  and  droA  e  tlie  enemy  from  the  hill 

about  dark  (see  plate - *).  AlcCausland  moved  round  to  the  right 

of  AVinchester  and  by  the  Berryville  road.  General  Anderson,  with 
KershaAv’s  division  of  infantry  and  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry,  adA^anced  to  the 

OjKHpion  (see  plate - *).  On  the  18th  Eodes  Avent  a  short  distance 

on  the  Berryville  road,  Eamsenr  on  the  Alartinsburg  road,  and  xVnder- 
soii  encamped  on  tlie  Front  Eo^ail  and  Millwood  roads;  Gordon  and 
AVharton  on  Abraham’s  Creek;  AlcCaushiud  Avent  to  Stephenson’s. 
August  10,  the  army  marched  to  Bunker  Hill  and  encamped  near 
there,  Anderson  and  Fitz  Lee  remaining  at  AVinchester.  Lomax’s 
division  of  cavalry  Avent  to  Martinsbnrg  and  Shepherd stown.  On  the 
2()th  the  caA^alry  liad  some  skirmishing  along  the  Opequon. 
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On  tlie  21st  we  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown,  driving  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  from  the  Opequon,  meeting  the  infantry  about  9  a.  m. 
at  Ciimeron  Station  and  driving  them  toward  Charlestown,  in  front  of 
which  we  had  some  severe  skirmishing  and  also  shelled  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters  at  Packett’s  house.  The  troops  were  disposed  as  in 

plate  - The  enemy  fortified  their  lines  (see  plate  - *). 

Vaughn’s,  Johnson’s,  and  Jackson’s  brigades  advanced  to  Leetownand 

then  crossed  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown  (see plate - 1).  Part  of 

McCausland’s  brigade  followed  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from  the  Opequon 
to  Summit  Point.  The  rest  covered  the  advance  and  formed  on  Rodes’ 
left.  Fitz  Lee,  advancing  by  Berryville,  engaged  the  enemy  on  that 
road,  while  Anderson  drove  them  on  the  Summit  Point  road  (see  plate 

- f ).  We  encamped  near  Cameron.  August  22,  the  enemy  retired 

last  night  and  we  drove  their  cavalry  pickets  through  Charlestown 
and  established  our  line  beyond  it,  with  cavalry  on  both  flanks,  Fitz 
Lee  on  the  right  and  Lomax  on  the  left.  Anderson  came  to  the  vicin¬ 
ity  (see  plate - 1).  We  remained  near  the  same  position  on  the 

23d  and  24th,  moving  somewhat  to  the  left  along  the  Leetown  road 

(see  plate - 1).  The  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  on  the  24th,  but 

we  repulsed  them.  August  25,  marched  for  Shepherdstown  via  Lee¬ 
town,  Wharton  in  front,  and  met  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
on  the  march,  about  two  miles  from  Leetown,  and  had  quite  a  heavy 
skirmish  and  artillery  duel  with  them,  driving  them  from  their  position 
(see  plate - 1).  They  made  another  stand  nearer  to  Shepherds¬ 

town,  where  we  engaged  them  until  dark,  driving  them  several  miles, 
some  crossing  the  Potomac  and  some  going  toward  Harper’s  Ferry  (see 
plate - 1).  We  encamped  near  Shepherdstown,  the  cavalry  divis¬ 

ions  of  Fitz  Lee  and  Lomax  collected  at  Leetown  via  Smithfield,  and 

went  to  Williamsi)ort  via  Martinsburg  (see  plate  - - 1).  Anderson 

remained  in  front  of  Charlestown,  with  L^eCausland  on  his  left  and 
- on  his  right. 

On  the  26th  the  army  marched  back  to  Leetown,  Ramseur  in  advance. 
The  cavalry  came  to  Shepherdstown  after  an  artillery  flght  across  the 

Potomac  at  Williamsport  (see  plate  - 1).  The  enemy  made  an 

attack  on  Anderson  at  Charlestown  in  the  p.  m.  August  27,  marched  to 
the  old  camps  at  Bunker  Hill,  Rodes  moving  by  the  Bower.”  The  rest, 
Ramseur  in  advance,  by  Smithfleld.  Anderson  marched  vi^^  Smithfield 
and  Brucetown  to  Stephenson’s.  The  cavaliy  that  had  been  left  at 
Charlestown  came  to  Smithfield,  but  was  ordered  back.  The  rest  of 

it  remained  at  Shepherdstown  (see  plate - 1).  On  the  28th,  the 

enemy’s  cavalry  advanced  on  ours  and  compelled  it  to  cross  the  Opeq¬ 
uon.  After  a  brisk  engagement  at  Smithfield,  which  place  the  enemy 
occupied  and  burned  barns  and  houses,  Fitz  Lee  retired  toward 
Brucetown  and  Lomax  toAvard  Bunker  Hill.  Ramseur  was  marched 

toward  the  Opequon,  but  did  not  cross  (see  plate  - 1).  The 

29th  the  enemy  advanced  across  the  Opequon,  driving  in  our  cavalry. 

Our  infantry  was  advanced,  as  in  iflate  - ,§  and,  aided  by  the 

artillery,  drove  them  back  across  the  Opequon  and  from  some  rude 

works  they  had  constructed  in  front  of  Smithfield  (see  plate - §), 

and  then  returned  to  camp,  leaving  the  cavalry  behind,  but  the  enemy 

*  Plate  LXXXiq  Map  6  of  the  Atlas. 

i  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  5  of  the  Atlas. 

(A  Plato  LXXXII,  Map  7  of  the  Atlas. 
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drove  them  back  across  the  Opequou  in  the  p.  m.  AlcCausland  sent 
vedettes  on  Gordon’s  right  from  his  position  at  Beeson’s  Ford.  All 
was  quiet  on  the  30tlq  but  the  enemy  made  some  demonstrations  along 
the  Opequon  on  the  31st,  which  were  met  by  our  cavalry.  Anderson 
on  the  31st  marched  to  near  Winchester  and  Bodes  marched  to  Mar- 
tinsburg  and  back  on  a  reconnaissance  (see  plate - *). 

Quiet  prevailed  September  1,  but  on  the  2d  the  enemy  was  rei)orted 
moving  in  force  toward  Berryville,  and  three  divisions  of  the  army 
were  maiched  across  the  country  to  near  Stone  Chapel,  when  Yaughn’s 
brigade  of  cavalry,  which  had  been  left  at  Bunker  Hill,  having  been 
stamjieded  by  the  enemy,  who  thus  got  on  Johnson’s  Hank  and  routed 

the  whole  line  (see  plate - ^),  capturing  wagons,  &c.,  when  Bodes, 

who  had  been  left  at  Stephenson’s,  formed  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  to  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  army  came  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Bruce- 
town  and  Stephenson’s.  McCausland  moved  from  Brucetown  to  Bodes’ 

right  (see  plate— - *);  Fitz  Lee  and  Anderson  moved  toward  Ber- 

ryville.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  at 
White  Post,  and  Fitz  Lee  moved  to  Bewtown  to  guard  our  rear. 
Anderson  advanced  to  Berryville  and  found  the  enemy’s  infantry  there, 
and  drove  a  portion  of  it  handsomely  from  some  earth- works  (see 
plate - f).  Bodes  moved  to  Bunker  Hill  and  supported  our  cav¬ 
alry  in  a  fight  there  in  the  morning  (see  plate - *).  At  night  Gor¬ 

don  marched  to  Winchester.  On  the  4th  Bamseur,  Wharton,  and 
Bodes  marched  to  Berryville  via  ‘‘  Burnt  Factory,”  and  moved  to  the 
left  of  General  Anderson  and  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy, 

whom  we  found  well  fortified  in  our  entire  front  (see  plate - 1). 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  returned  from  White  Post  to-day  j  Gordon 
remained  to  guard  the  approaches  to  Winchester.  After  remaining  in 
front  of  the  enemy  at  Berryville  until  2  p.  m.  of  the  5th  the  divisions  of 
Bodes,  Wharton,  and  Bamseur  returned  by  the  same  route  they  had 
advanced  to  Stephenson’s;  Bodes,  in  front,  reached  there  just  in  time 
to  form  a  brigade  on  the  right  of  our  cavalry,  which  was  falling  back 
before  Averell’s  superior  force,  and  aid  in  driving  him  several  miles 

through  a  hard  rain  with  loss  (see  plate - *).  Anderson  marched 

back  in  the  a.  m.  to  the  west  side  of  the  Opequon.  It  was  quiet  on  the 
6th,  but  on  the  7th  the  enemy  made  demonstrations  near  Brucetown  at 
the  Yellow  House,  on  the  Martinsburg  road,  and  also  on  the  Millwood 
and  Front  Boyal  roads  not  far  from  Winchester.  They  were  repulsed 
at  all  points.  It  was  quiet  again  on  the  8th,  owing  to  the  harcl  rain, 
but  on  the  9th  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  Opequon,  below  Brucetown, 
and  burned  some* mills;  WTiarton  marched  out  to  meet  them.  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  we  marched.  Bodes  in  front,  through  a  very  hard  rain  beyond 
Darkesville,  preceded  by  some  of  Lomax’s  division.  Hear  Darkesville 

we  encounterd  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  drove  it  off  (see  plate - *), 

our  cavalry  pursuing  through  Martinsburg,  when  the  enemy  retired 
across  the  Opequon,  their  whole  force  being  on  the  south  side  of  that 
stream.  The  infantry  returned  to  Bunker  Hill,  the  cavalry  remained 
at  Darkesville. 

On  the  11th  the  infantry  marched  back  to  Stephenson’s,  the  cavalry 
remaining  at  Darkesville.  It  was  quiet  on  the  12th,  but  on  the  13th 
the  enemy  advanced  by  the  old  Charlestown  road,  and  we  had  an 
artillery  engagement  across  the  Opequon,  lasting  most  of  the  day  (see 


^  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  10  of  the  Atlas. 
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plate - *).  Tlie  euemy  retired  at  night.  On  the  14th  Anderson 

went  away  with  Kershaw’s  division  via  Front  Eoyal.  The  troops 
remained  in  camp  on  the  15th  and  10 th  near  Stephenson’s.  In  the 
p.  m.  of  the  17th  Jackson’s  brigade  of  ca  valry  and  Gordon’s  and  Eodes’ 
divisions  marched  to  Bunker  Hill^  and  on  the  18th  Jackson  and  Gor¬ 
don  went  to  Martinsburg,  meeting  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  Big  Spring 
and  driving  them  through  the  town,  three  of  the  brigades  going  to  the 
left  and  one  (York’s)  to  the  rights  made  some  captures,  burned  rail¬ 
road  bridges,  and  returned  to  Bunker  Hill^  Eodes  returned  to  Stephen¬ 
son’s  (see  plate - *).  The  enemy  advanced  by  the  Berryville  road 

toward  Winchester  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  19th,  and  Eamseur  opposed  their 
advance,  having  Johnson’s  and  Jackson’s  cavalry  on  the  right.  Eodes 
came  up  at  10  a.  m.  and  formed  on  Eamseur’s  left  and  Gordon  arrived 
about  noon  and  formed  on  Eodes’  left.  Wharton  formed  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  Gordon  across  the  Martinsburg  road,  on  which  he  drove 
back  several  advances  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  The  fighting  was  very 
heavy  about  noon,  and  all  the  enemy’s  advances  were  repulsed  by  our 
infantry  and  artillery  with  great  slaughter.  The  enemy  massed  his 
cavalry  at  1  p.  m.  to  turn  our  left,  but  was  repulsed  in  his  attack.  He 
renewed  it  at  4  p.  m.  and  got  in  the  rear  of  the  left,  when  the  whole 
line  gave  way  and  we  retreated,  about  sundown,  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
following  to  Kernstown,  where  they  were  repulsed  by  Eamseur,  who 
was  in  the  rear.  We  retreated  to  Kewtown,  Gordon  in  front,  and 

encami3ed  about  midnight  (see  plate  - *).  The  enemy  had  by 

official  returns - cavalry  (jpposed  to  us. 

On  the  20th  the  army  marched  at  daylight  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  took 
position  as  in  plate - .t  General  Eodes  having  been  killed  at  Win¬ 

chester,  Eamseur  was  placed  in  command  of  Eodes’  division  and  Brig. 
Gen.  John  Pegram  took  command  of  Early’s  division,  which  Eamseur 
had  hitherto  commanded.  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry  fell  back  to  Front  Eoyal.| 
One  division  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  came  to  near  Strasburg.  On  the 
21st  we  remained  in  our  works  as  on  the  20th.  The  enemy  made  some 
demonstrations  in  the  a.  m.  with  infantry  on  our  right  and  center  and 
cavalry  on  our  left.  Late  in  the  p.  m.  they  drove  in  our  skirmish  line 
on  the  Middle  road  and  got  possession  of  a  wooded  hill  in  our  front, 
which  they  at  once  fortified  (see  plate - 1).  Wickham,  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Fitz  Lee’s  cavalry,  fell  back  to  Milford  (see  plate - §). 

On  the  22d  of  September  the  enemy  advanced  a  line  of  battle  in  our 
front  at  an  early  hour  and  engaged  our  skirmishers.  At  9.30  a.  m. 
they  had  them  earnestly  engaged  in  front  of  the  center,  and  at  1  p.  m. 
they  advanced  several  lines  of  battle  in  front  of  Eamseur,  but  only 
drove  in  his  skirmishers.  At  4.30  p.  m.  they  drove  in  the  skirmishers 
in  front  of  Gordon,  and  opened  a  lively  artillery  fire  from  the  ridge 
between  the  railroad  and  the  river.  At  the  same  time  a  corps  of  the 
enemy’s  infantry  having  made  a  detour  through  the  woods  at  the  foot  of 
Little  Kortli  Mountain,  turned  the  flank  of  our  cavalry  on  the  left  and 
compelled  them  to  retreat  in  confusion,  when  it  moved  on  toward  the 
left  flank  of  the  infantry  and  rather  beyond  it. 

About  5.30  p.  m.  an  attempt  was  made  to  throw  the  whole  line  back 
and  more  to  the  left  to  meet  the  movement  of  the  enemy;  but  the 
attack  was  so  rapid  and  vigorous  in  flank  and  front  that  the  whole  left  of 
the  line  gave  way,  thus  admitting  the  enemy  to  the  rear  of  tlie  whole 

*  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  11  of  the  Atlas. 

1  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  8  of  the  Atlas. 

^  Plate  LXXXIV,  Map  1  of  the  Atlas. 
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line  northwest  of  the  railroad,  which  at  once  gave  way,  and  the  whole 
army  retreated  in  disorder  about  dark,  except  some  of  Wharton^s  divis¬ 
ion,  which  formed  a  rear  guard,  and  the  brigade  that  had  been  on  the 
left  of  the  line.  A  few  men  and  some  artillery  rallied  on  the  hill  in 
front  of  Mount  Prospect  and  checked  the  enemy  for  a  time.  The  army 
retreated  rapidly.  The  enemy  followed  to  Tom’s  Brook,  where  Smith’s 
brigade  of  Wharton’s  division  checked  them,  and  they  gave  up  the 

pursuit  (see  plate - *).  The  retreat  continued  all  night,  and  the 

troops  arrived  at  Mount  Jackson  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d.  The  trains  were  sent  across  the  NTorth  Fork  of  Shenandoah 
Eiver  by  the  bridge  Captain  Hart,  of  the  engineer  troops,  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  day  before.  The  troops  remained  in  line  of  battle  at  Mount 
Jackson  during  the  day,  and  the  enemy’s  cavalry  came  up  and  skir¬ 
mished  and  threw  a  few  shells,  but  made  no  advance  (see  plate - — t). 

After  dark  we  crossed  to  Eude’s  Hill  and  encamped  (see  plate - 1). 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  formed  aline  of  battle  on  Eude’s  Hill 
and  remained  there  until  noon,  the  enemy  advancing  to  the  river  and 
throwing  a  few  shells,  at  the  same  time  moving  up  on  the  opposite  side 

of  the  river  to  our  left  flank  (see  plate - 1),  and  driving  our  cavalry 

back  rapidly  on  the  Middle  road.  We  then  fell  back  in  line  and  in  col¬ 
umn,  and  formed  again  in  rear  of  New  Market,  and  in  the  same  way, 
skirmishing  and  using  artillery,  we  formed  lines  and  fell  back  to  Tenth 
Legion,  where  we  formed  a  line  late  in  the  p.  m.  and  held  it  until  after 

dark  (see  plate - 1),  when,  leaving  Jackson’s  cavalry  on  picket,  the 

army  followed  the  trains,  by  the  Keezletown  road,  to  Flook’s  (see  plate 

- 1),  Eamseur  in  front,  where  we  arrived  about  midnight.  Our 

cavalry  was  driven  to  near  Harrisonburg.  On  the  25th  the  trains 
moved  on  at  1  p.  m.  to  Brown’s  Gap,  via  Peale’s  Oross-Eoads,  Meyer- 
hoeffer’s  Store,  and  Port  Eepublic,  and  at  daylight  the  troops  followed, 
Pegram  in  advance,  and  encamped  in  Brown’s  Gap,  the  cavalry  en¬ 
camping  between  South  and  Middle  Eivers  (see  plate  - 1);  the 

enemy  came  to  Harrisonburg.  September  26,  Kershaw’s  division  came 
up  the  river  from  Swift  Eun  Gap,  where  it  had  crossed  the  Blue  Eidge 
from  Gordonsville,  and,  turning  off  at  Lewis’,  joined  the  rest  of  the 

army  in  Brown’s  Gap  (see  plate  - 1).  The  enemy’s  cavalry  and 

artillery  attacked  Kershaw  as  he  was  about  to  turn  off*  and  he  repulsed 
them,  engaging  their  artillery  also,  which  was  across  the  river  (see  plate 
- 1).  Early  in  the  morning  the  enemy’s  cavalry  came  on  from  Har¬ 
risonburg  and  drove  ours  across  the  South  Eiver.  Pegram’s  division 
Avas  moved  out  to  the  angle  of  the  Cave  road,  with  artillery,  and  engaged 

the  enemy,  repulsing  several  charges  of  cavalry  (see  plate - 1);  at 

the  same  time  the  enemy  advanced  up  the  turnpike,  where  Eamseur’s 
skirmishers  drove  them  back.  The  attack  on  Kershaw  Avas  simulta¬ 
neous.  Wharton  and  Gordon  Avere  marched  out  to  support  the  others 

(see  plate  - 1).  Wickham’s  cavalry  (Fitz  Lee’s)  Avas  moved  to 

our  left  in  the  p.  m.  to  Patterson’s  Ford,  to  meet  a  reported  move  of 
the  enemy. 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  having  spent  the  night  of  the  26th  near  Weyer’s 
Cave  and  Port  Eepublic,  with  skirmishers  across  South  Eiver  (see 

plate - 1),  General  Early  planned  to  attack  them  in  flank  and  rear 

on  the  27th.  WTckham,  under  cover,  was  marched  across  South  Eiver 
at  Patterson’s  Ford,  followed  by  Gordon,  artillery,  and  Eamseur,  Whar¬ 
ton  guarding  the  right  flank  of  the  movement,  while  Pegram  engaged 


opiate  LXXXII,  Map  11  of  the  Atlas, 
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tlie  enemy  in  front  and  Kershaw  held  the  approaches  to  Brown’s  Gap 
(see  plate - *).  Onr  cavalry  made  a  successfnl  attack  and  every¬ 

thing  was  in  position  for  a  surprise,  when  the  artillery  opened  prema¬ 
turely  and  warned  the  enemy  and  they  fled,  only  skirmishing  some 
with  onr  cavalry,  which  drove  them  toward  Mount  Meridian.  Pegram 
crossed  the  river  and  joined  Gordon  and  Eamseiir  in  driving  the  enemy 
across  I^orth  Eiver,  when  we  shelled  them  very  successfully  as  they  fled 

from  the  hill  opposite  Port  Eepublic  (see  plate - * ).  We  encamped 

between  the  rivers,  except  Kershaw,  who  remained  at  Brown’s  Gax). 
Some  misunderstanding  of  orders  delayed  the  march  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  when  we  started  for  Waynesborough,  the  enemy  having 
gone  there  via.Staunton  on  the  27th.  Our  trains  crossed  at  Patterson’s 
Ford  and  went  up  South  Eiver,  Eamseur  in  front  of  them,  followed  by 
Wharton.  Pegram  marched  by  the  Waynesborough  road  from  Mount 
Meridian,  turning  by  the  Dogtown  road  five  miles  from  Waynesborough. 
Kershaw,  followed  by  Gordon,  marched  by  Kew  Hope  and  Hermitage, 
striking  the  enemy’s  cavalry  at  the  latter  place  and  driving  it  on  to¬ 
ward  Dogtown.  Pegram  met  the  enemy  about  four  miles  from  Dog- 
town  and  drove  them  there;  then  formed  a  line  after  dark  and  drove 
them  to  the  Staunton  road  and  toward  Fishersville,  our  cavalry  having 
))reviously  gone  by  a  by-road  to  near  the  tunnel  and  driven  the  enemy 

across  South  Eiver  and  through  Waynesborough  (see  plate  - *). 

All  encamped  after  dark  in  the  vicinity  of  Waynesborough.  On  the 
29tb  the  army  rested,  the  engineer  troops  and  pioneers  being  en¬ 
gaged*  in  rebuilding  the  railroad  bridges  across  South  Eiver  and  Chris¬ 
tian’s  Creek,  which  the  enemy  had  destroyed.  The  enemy’s  cavalry 
retreated  via  Staunton,  Spring  Hill,  and  Mossy  Creek  to  Bridgewater, 
while  those  along  the  Valley  road  fell  back  to  North  Eiver,  burning 
barns,  mills,  &c.,  as  they  went.  Our  cavalry  went  to  Middle  Eiver. 
All  quiet  on  the  30th. 

October  1,  the  army  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Sidney,  Gordon, 
Kershaw,  and  Pegram  marching  by  the  road  to  the  Willow  Pump,  and 
then  down  the  Valley  road  three  miles  beyond  Mount  Sidney.  Eam¬ 
seur  and  Wharton  went  by  the  Mount  Meridian  road  and  across  by 
Piedmont  to  within  three  miles  of  Mount  Sidney.  Our  cavalry  went 
toward  North  Eiver  (see  plate - *). 

On  the  2d  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  near  North  Eiver,  and  the 
Stonewall  Brigade,  of  Gordon’s  division,  drove  them  back  and  held 
the  bridge.  Our  cavalry  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Bridgewater 
(see  plate - *).  The  3d  and  4th  were  quiet,  except  some  skirmish¬ 

ing  along ‘the  line  of  North  Eiver.t  Gordon  moved  to  near  Naked 
Creek  on  the  oth,  and  Eosser’s  cavalry  joined  the  army,  having  come 
up  from  Eichmond,  via  Lynchburg.  The  enemy  left  his  camps  near 
Harrisonburg,  Mount  Crawford,  and  Bridgewater  early  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  6th,  after  burning  in  every  direction.  Our  cavalry  was  soon 
in  pursuit,  and  the  infantry,  Gordon  in  front,  followed  at  11  a.  m.  and 
marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Harrisonburg,  three  divisions  beyond  it. 
Lomax  went  by  the  Keezletown  road  to  Peale’s,  and  Eosser,  with  Fitz 
Lee’s  division,  by  the  Back  road,  falling  on  the  enemy’s  rear  at  Brock’s 

Gap  and  capturing  forges,  &c.  (see  plate - f).  He  then  went  to 

Timberville  (see  plate - *).  On  the  7th  we  continued  the  march 

to  New  Market,  Pegram  in  front,  and  encamped  in  the  vicinity;  Pegram 
and  Wharton  on  the  Timberville,  Gordon  and  Eamseur  on  the  Forest- 


^Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  tlie  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  12  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXI V,  Map  2  of  the  Atlas. 
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ville,  and  Kershaw  on  the  Luray  roads.  Our  cavalry  went  to  Stony 

Creek  (see  plate - *).  The  infantry  remained  in  cami)  on  the  8th, 

while  Eosser,  on  the  Back  road,  drove  the  enemy  to  Round  Hill,  en¬ 
gaging  them  near  Tom’s  Brook  (see  plate - f),  while  Lomax  drove 

them  to  Tom’s  Brook  on  the  turnpike  (see  plate - f).  The  enemy 

turned  on  our  cavalry  on  the  9th  and  drove  them  back,  Lomax  to 
Mount  Jackson  and  Rosser  to  Stony  Creek,  where  he  checked  them, 
and  captured  their  trains  and  8  pieces  of  artillery.  Ramseur  and 
Kersbaw  were  marched  down  to  Rude’s  Hill  to  meet  the  enemy,  but 

they  retired  to  Edenburg  (see  plate - *),  and  at  night  we  held  the 

line  of  Stonj/  Creek.  The  10th  and  11th  the  infantry  remained  in 
camj),  the  x)ioneers  being  employed  in  repairing  the  telegraph  line  to 
New  Market.  Lomax’s  division  went  to  the  Page  Valley  on  the  11th. 

On  the  12th  the  march  was  resumed,  Ramseur  in  front,  and  the  army 
marched  to  between  Karrow  Passage  Creek  and  Woodstock  (see 

plate - * ).  The  cavalry  marched  from  Timberville  to  Stony  Creek. 

Payne’s  brigade  went  to  Pugh’s  Run  on  the  Valley  pike.  Continuing 
the  march  on  the  13th  the  advance  infantry,  Gordon’s,  reached  Hupp’s 
Hill  by  10  a.  m.,  having  been  preceded  by  Payne’s  cavalry.  The  in¬ 
fantry  was  kept  concealed  by  the  hill  and  woods,  and  formed  as  in 

plate - ,t  and  some  artillery  was  put  in  position,  and  opened  on  the 

enemy’s  camps  and  pickets  on  the  north  side  of  Cedar  Creek,  driving 
them  from  tlieir  posts  and  camps  on  the  left  in  great  disorder.  The 
enemy  then  advanced  a  brigade  across  Cedar  Creek  and  opened  from 
the  batteries  on  their  right.  Our  artillery  shelled  the  advancing  col¬ 
umn  and  slowly  withdrew,  when  the  enemy  came  on  and  was  charged 
and  handsomely  routed  by  Gordon’s  and  .Wharton’s  skirmishers  and 

Conner’s  brigade,  of  Kershaw’s  division  (see  plate - 1).  The  enemy 

suh'ered  severely.  Rosser  advanced  to  Cedar  Creek  and  engaged  the 

enemy’s  cavalry  (see  plate - — I);  Lomax  went  down  Page  Valley 

and  drove  the  enemy’s  pickets  from  Guard  Hill  (see  plate - *). 

The  army  fell  back  to  Fisher’s  Hill  and  encamped  (see  plate - *). 

Enemy  burning  [barns,  &c.,l  at  Front  Royal.  The  14th  was  spent  on 

Fisher’s  Hill,  &c.  (see  plate - *).  The  enemy’s  cavalry  came  to 

southwest  of  Strasburg,  and  Gordon’s  and  Wharton’s  skirmishers  drove 

them  back  to  Hnpp’s  Hill.  Lomax  encamped  at - .  We  remained 

at  Fisher’s  Hill  the  15th,  some  of  our  skirmishers  going  to  Hupp’s  Hill 
and  finding  the  enemy  busily  fortifying  the  north  bank  of  Cedar  Creek. 
All  quiet  on  the  16th,  but  at  night  Rosser’s  brigade  of  cavalry  took 
Grimes’  infantry,  of  Ramseur’s  division,  behind  it,  and  went  to  surxwise 
a  cavalry  camp  of  the  enemy  on  thQ  Back  road,  but  found  onl^  a  picket, 
which  was  captured  (see  plate - *). 

On  the  17th  the  troops  were  marched  out  in  front  of  Tumbling  Run 
a  mile  or  more,  and  some  reconnaissances  were  made  in  front.  General 
Early  sent  General  Gordon  and  myself  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s 
position  with  reference  to  an  attack  from  the  signal  station  on  Three- 
Top  Mountain,  sending  General  Pegram  to  Cedar  Creek  for  the  same 
purpose.  A  map  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  works  was  made  and 
delivered  to  the  general  commanding.  On  the  18th  General  Early 
summoned  his  division  commanders  to  headquarters  and  decided  upon 
and  communicated  to  them  a  plan  of  attack  to  be  carried  into  effect  the 
following  night  and  day,  assigning  to  each  division  its  time  and  place 


*  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas, 
t  Plate  LXXXII,  Map  11  of  the  Atlas. 

];  Plate  LXXXV,  Sketches  35,  36,  and  37  of  the  Atlas. 
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of  attack,  as  it  was  executed  (see  plate - *).  General  Gordon,  with 

the  Second  Corps  (Gordon’s,  Eamseur’s,  and  Pegram’s  divisions),  was 
to  march  across  the  Shenandoah  and  around  the  base  of  Three-Top 
Mountain  by  a  blind  and  concealed  path,  and  then  to  cross  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  again  at  Bowman’s  Ford  and  turn  the  enemy’s  left  flank.  Ker¬ 
shaw  was  to  go  by  Strasburg  to  Bowman’s  Mill  and  attack  in  front  of 
the  left;  Wharton  and  the  artillery  to  go  by  Strasburg  to  Hupp’s  Hill 
and  be  ready  to  second  the  other  attacks;  Eosser  to  go  by  the  Back 
road  and  engage  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy;  all  to  be  in  position  and 
attack  at  5  o’clock  of  the  morning  of  the  19th.  Eosser  to  attack  first, 

then  Gordon,  and  lastly  Kershaw  (see  plate - *).  About  dark  the 

streams  were  bridged  and  the  path  cleared  out  by  the  pioneers;  and 
Gordon  marched  at  8  p.  m.  by  the  selected  route  (see  plate - *). 

At  midnight  Kershaw  and  Wharton  started  for  their  positions.  Be¬ 
fore  5  a.  m.  of  October  19,  Kershaw  and  Wharton  were  resting  on 
Hupp’s  Hill  and  Bowman’s  Mill  road,  and  Gordon  had  rested  for  some 
time  not  far  from  Bowman’s  Ford  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Eosser 

was  also  in  position  (see  iflate - *).  The  attack  n  as  successfully 

made,  the  enemy’s  pickets  driven  in,  and  by  sunrise  Kershaw  and  Gor¬ 
don  had  occupied  the  camps  and  works  of  the  Eighth  and  Nineteenth 

Corps,  and  captured  artillery  and  prisoners  (see  plate - *).  The 

Sixth  Corps  offered  a  new  obstruction,  and  lines  were  formed  as  in  plate 
- *,  and  they  were  driven  back  to  the  left  of  Middletown.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  Wharton’s  division  was  added  to  the  line  and  moved  against 
the  enemy,  but  could  not  cross  Meadow  Eun  in  consequence  of  its  depth 
of  bed,  and  was  driven  back.  The  artillery  then  opened  and  drove  the 

enemy  from  his  position  (see  plate - *).  A  second  line  was  now 

formed,  passing  in  front  of  Middletown  and  to  the  left  (see  iflate  — - *.) 

and  some  skirmishing  and  cannonading  took  place  along  the  line.  A 

portion  of  the  left  was  advanced  some  distance  (see  plate - *),  the 

enemy  in  the  meantime,  deploying  liis  cavalry  on  his  flanks,  rallied  and 
formed  a  line  of  infantry  in  the  woods  on  the  left  of  Meadow  Eun, 
behind  some  rude  breast- works  of  rails,  and  from  these  they  advanced 
late  in  the  p.  m.  and  broke  a  portion  of  our  line  on  the  left,  when  the 
whole  line  gave  way  just  before  dark  and  retreated.  The  enemy’s 
cavalry  crossing  Cedar  Creek  above  tlie  turnpike  bridge,  succeeded  in 
cutting  off  and  capturing  most  of  our  artillery  and  many  wagons  on 
Hupp’s  Hill  after  dark,  the  bridge  near  Spangler’s  Mill  having  in  the 
meantime  broken  down  and  stopped  the  train.  The  trooi)S  marched  all 
night  and  reached  New  Market  on  the  20th  and  went  into  their  former 
camps,  Eosser  bringing  up  the  rear.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  followed 
slowly  to  Edenburg,  where  we  had  halted  our  cavalry  (seex)late - 1). 

On  the  21st  the  enemy’s  infantry  came  across  Cedar  Creek  and  took 
and  fortified  with  great  care  a  new  position  on  Hupp’s  and  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  hills  (see  plate - *).  Lomax’s  division,  which  only  came  to  the 

vicinity  of  Middletown  on  the  19th,  fell  back  to  Milford  in  the  Page 

Valley,  and  took  and  fortified  a  strong  position  there  (see  plate - 1), 

All  was  quiet  until  the  2Gtb,  when  the  enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  Lomax’s 
position  at  Milford  and  was  rei)ulsed.  Eosser’s  brigade  on  that  day 
went  from  its  camp  near  Timberville  to  Luray.  The  troops  remained 
quietly  in  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Market,  holding  the  line  of 
Stony  Creek  and  the  position  at  Milford  with  cavalry,  at  points  east  of 
the  Blue  Eidge,  until  the  10th  of  November,  when  they  again  marched 

*  Plate  LX XXII,  Map  9  of  the  Atl4s. 

t  Plate  LXXXI,  May)  4  of  the  Atlas. 

t  Plato  LXXXIV,  Map  1  of  the  Atlas. 
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down  the  Valley,  Kershaw’s  division  in  front,  and  encamped  on  each 

side  of  Woodstock  (see  plate - *),  Rosser’s  division  of  cavalry  going 

to  Fairview  and  Lomax’s  to  Front  Royal  (see  plate - *). 

Marching  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  11th,  Pegram’s  division  in  front,  preceded 
by  Payne’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  we  drove  the  enemy’s  pickets  from  Mid¬ 
dletown  and  lip  to  a  line  of  fortifications  beyond  Newtown ;  then  formed 
a  line  of  battle  between  Middletown  and  Newtown  and  had  some  skir¬ 
mishing  with  the  enemy  (see  plate - *).  Rosser  came  by  the  Back 

and  Middle  roads  to  the  left  of  Newtown  (see  plate - *)  and  had 

some  fighting  with  the  enemy  (see  plate - ).  Lomax  came  up  on 

the  right  and  extended  toward  Cedarville  (see  plate - *).  We  spent 

the  12th  in  line  of  battle  at  the  same  place.  Rosser  engaged  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  part  of  his  force  was  driven  some  distance  by  them  along 
the  Back  road,  but  bringing  up  the  rest  he  in  turn  routed  Custer’s 

division  (see  plate - * ).  McCausland’s  brigade,  of  Lomax’s  division, 

repulsed  several  attacks  of  the  enemy  near  Cedarville,  but  it  was  finally 
driven  from  there  and  lost  2  pieces  of  artillery.  We  fell  back  to 
Fisher’s  Hill  after  dark  (see  plate  - — — *).  On  the  13th  the  army. 
Grimes’  brigade  in  front,  marched  to  camps  between  Edenburg  and 
Hawkinstowu,  and  on  the  14th,  Gordon  in  front,  we  returned  to  camps 

in  the  vicinity  of  New  Market  (see plate - *).  Col.  William  Proctor 

Smith  reported  on  the  14th  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  V  alley 
and  assumed  control  of  the  engineer  department  of  the  same,  and  the 
operations  of  the  army  from  that  time,  to  the  close  of  the  campaign 
have^  been  reported  by  him. 

I  am,  major,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JED.  HOTCHKISS, 
Topographical  Engineer^  Valley  District. 

Mjy.  J.  H.  Alexander, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  of  Engineer  Bureau.^  Uichmondj  Va. 


*  Plate  LXXXI,  Map  4  of  the  Atlas. 
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Adams’  (George  AV.)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Adney’s  (William  H.  G.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Alcorn’s  (.Jeremiali)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  BattaU 
ion,  50th  Company. 

Alexander’s  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.  See  District  of  Columhia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Alexander’s  (Frederic  W.)  Artillery.  See  Baltimore  Artillery,  post. 

Alger’s  (Enssell  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Allaire’s  (Anthony  J.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  133d  Regiment. 

Alleghany  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Allen’s  (Charles  F.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3Sth  Regiment. 

Allen’s  (Crawford,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  R. 
Alistrom’s  (John  V.)  Cavalry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Amelunxen’s  (Max  von)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  BaU 
talion,  162d  Company. 

Amherst  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Amick’s  (John  AV.)  Partisans.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Anderson’s  (Charles  R.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  128th  Regiment. 
Anderson’s  (James  AV.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  12th  Battalion. 
Andrews’  (Joseph  F.)  Cavalry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Arden’s  (G.  De  Peyster)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Atkinson’s  (Edmund  N.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  26th  Reghnent. 

Atwell’s  (Charles  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Loudoun  Rangers,  Cavalry,  post. 

Awl’s  (F.  Ashury)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  201st  Regiment. 

Ayers’  (Henry  K.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  19th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Babcock’s  (AVilloughhy)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 

Bacon’s  (AVilliam  P.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Bagley’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troojjs,  69th  Regiment,  Militia. 

Baker’s  (Eugene  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Baker’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia.  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (James  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,,  1st  Battalion, 
Batteries  A,  C,  E,  and  F. 

Ball’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 

Ball’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  122d  Regiment. 

Baltimore  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battery. 

Baltimore  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Barker’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Coast  Guard  Infantry,  post. 

Barnes’  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  17th  Unattached  Company. 
Barney’s  (Friend  H.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Bartholomee’s  (Theodore  M.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 
Bartlett’s  (Erastus  G.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 
Bassett’s  (Isaac  C.)  Infontry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

*  References,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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Bates’  (James  T.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  45th  lieghnent. 

Bates’  (Tlioinas  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  Ist  Begiment,  Battery  A. 
Battle’s  (Henry  T.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  ^Ist  Regiment. 

Bauer’s  (Gottfried)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 

Beadle’s  (William  H.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  3d 
Regiment. 

Beardsley’s  (William  E.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Beck’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Beger’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  M  Battery. 

Benjamin’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Bennett’s  (George  N.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 
Bennett’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Bennett’s  (R.  Tyler)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  14th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Binkley’s  (Otho  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  110th  Regiment. 

Birdseye’s  (Mortimer  B.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  M  Regiment  (Harris 
Light). 

Bishop’s  (John  L.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 
Blacknall’s  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Blain’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Blakeslee’s  (Erastus)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Blanchard’s  (Justus  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  162d  Regiment. 
Blanding’s  (Christopher)  Infantry.  See  Hospital  Guards,  Infantry,  post. 

Blinn’s  (Charles  D.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Board’s  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.^  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  58th  Regiment. 
Boeman’s  (Lambert)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  Jersey  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Boggs’  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Pendleton  County  Ho7ne  Guards,  post. 

Boice’s  (Theodore  A.)  Cavalry.  See  New  Yoi'k  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Bomar’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 

Boswell’s  (Benjamin  D.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Bowen’s  (Lot)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Boyd’s  (Carlile)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  14th  Regiment. 
Boyd’s  (Robert)  Infantry,  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Boyd’s  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Regiment. 
Boykin’s  (Stephen  M.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 
Brabble’s  (Edmund  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Bradbury’s  (Albert  W.)  Artillery.  See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Brewer’s  (Melvin)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  and  7th  Regiments. 
Brewerton’s  (Henry  F.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
tery  B. 

Brian’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Coi'ps,  2d  Battalion, 
57th  Company. 

Briggs’  (Alvah  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  106th  Regiment. 

Brinton’s  (William  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 
Bronson’s  (Nelson)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
89th  Company. 

Brooks’  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  28th  and  29th  Regiments. 
Brower’s  (Jabez  M.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  122d  Regimetit. 

Brown’s  (Addison,  jr. )  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Allison  L.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  149th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Hamilton  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi¬ 
ment. 
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Brown’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Trooi^s,  13th  Regiment. 

Bruce’s  (John  M.)  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  D. 

Bryan’s  (Thomas  A.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Buckley’s  ( William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Buell’s  (Marquis  D.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  I'r oops,  144th  Regiment. 

Bukey’s  (VaiiH.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Bumgard’s  (J.)  Cavalry.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  J.  Bumgard. 
Burgess’  (Charles)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Burroughs’  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Rhett  Artillery,  post. 

Butler’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Cadot’s  (Lemuel  Z.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  91st  Regiment. 

Cahill’s  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Callis’  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  7ih  and  31st 
Regiments. 

Campbell’s  (Edward  L.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  Jersey  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 
Capehart’s  (Charles  E.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Carlin’s  (John)  Artillery.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  D. 

Carpenter’s  (John  C.)  Artillery,  Alleghany  Artillery,  ante. 

Carr’s  (Gonverueur)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  165th  Regiment. 

Carrington’s  (James  McD.)  Artillery.  See  Charlottesville  Artillery,  post. 

Carroll’s  (John  S.  P.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Carter’s  (James  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Carter’s  (William  P.)  Artillery.  See  King  William  Artillery,  post. 

Chamberlin’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  123d  Regiment. 

Chambers’  (William  R.  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  93d  Regiment,  Militia. 
Chandler’s  (Charles  G.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Chapman’s  (George  B.)  Artillery.  See  Monroe  Artillery,  post. 

Charles’  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Charlottesville  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Chase’s  (Frederick)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Claflin’s  (Ira  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Gideon)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  193d  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Leander)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Sidney  E.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Claypool’s  (Charles  D.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Clitz’s  (Henry  B.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Regiment. 

Clyburn’s  (Benjamin  R.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Coast  Guard,  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops. 

Coates’  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  91st  Regiment. 

Coates’  (Edwin  M.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  12th  Regiment. 

Cobb’s  Legion.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Cobb’s  (Norvell)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Regiment. 

Cole’s  (Henry  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Coleman’s  (Henry  E.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Coleman’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Coles’  (Frank  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
52 d  Company. 

Comly’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Comstock’s  (Apollos)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Conant’s  (Oliver  ,J.)  Infantry.  See  Coast  Guard,  Infantry,  ante. 

Conkling’s  (Frederick  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  84th  Regiment,  MilUia. 
Cook’s  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  50th  Company. 
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Cook’.s  (Philip)  Infantry.  See  Georrjia  Troops,  4th  Begimcnl. 

Cook’s  (Roger  E.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Cooke’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Cooley’s  (Alfred)  Infantry.  See  New  Yorh  Troops,  156th  Regiment. 

Cooper’s  (Raleigh  L.)  Artillery.  See  Stafford  Artillery,  post. 

Cornish’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

'Courtney  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Courtney’s  (William  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  8th  and  9th  Regi¬ 
ments. 

Cowan’s  (Andrew)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Cowand’s  (David  G.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  and 
53d  Regiments;  also  2d  Battalion. 

Cox’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
Crofton’s  (Robert  E.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops f  Regulars,  16th  Regiment. 
Crookston’s  (Absalom)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  6th  Regimhit. 
Crossman’s  (Horace  F.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  96th  Company. 

Crowninshield’s  (Casper)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Cullen’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 

Cummings’  (William  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Curtis’  (Oscar  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  114th  Regiment.^ 

Darling’s  (Daniel  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Darnall’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Davis’  (Edwin  P.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  153d  Regiment. 


Davis’  (Greenlief  P.)  Infantry. 
ment. 

Davis’  (Martin  W.)  Infantry. 
Day’s  (Nicholas  W.)  Infantry. 
Deane’s  (Charles  W.)  Cavalry. 


See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  21st  Regi- 


See  Vermont  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

See  New  York  Troops,  131st  Regiment. 

See  Michigan  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

De  Blanc’s  (Alcibiades)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

De  La  Paturelle’s  (Honore)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 
Deming’s  (Charles  R.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  16th  Battery. 

Devol’s  (Hiram  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Dewey’s  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

De  Witt’s  (David  P.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  10th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Di  Cesnola’s  (Louis  P.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops^  4th  Regiment. 
Dillingham’s  (Edwin)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Donohue’s  (Michael)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Donovan’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  19th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Doughty’s  (John  B.)  Infantry. 

Douw’s  (John  D.  P.)  Infantry. 

Drysdale’s  (James)  Infantry. 

132d  Company. 

Dudley’s  (James  S.)  Artillery. 

C  and  E. 

Duggan’s  (Andrew  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Duncan’s  (Ashbell  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Dungan’s  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  48th  Regiment. 
Dunn’s  (Ambrose  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Ti'oops,  Confederate,  37th  Battalion. 
Dupont’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  13th  Battery. 

Du  Font’s  (Henry  A.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars',  5th  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Durland’s  (Coe)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Dwight’s  (Augustus  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  122d  Regiment. 


See  Wisconsin  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

See  New  York  Troops,  121st  Regiment. 

See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 

See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Batteries 
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Dyer’s  (David  H.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troojjs,  21st  Unattached  Company.. 
Dyer’s  (Isaac)  Infantry.  See  Maine  "Troops,  loth Beyiment . 

Ebright’s  (Aaron  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  126lh  llegiment. 

Edmundson’s  (Henry  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27th Battalion. 
Egan’s  (H.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  loth  Regiment. 

Einsiedel’s  (Detleo  von)  Infantry.  See  Xew  York  Troops,  41st  Regiment. 

Enochs’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Entwistle’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Were  York  Troops,  176th  Regiment. 

Evans’  (Clement  A.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  31st  Regiment. 

Everett’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Exempts’  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops. 

Fagan’s  (Andrew)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Farabee’s  (Harvey)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Farmer’s  (George  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Xew  York  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Farnum’s  (J.  Egbert)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  11th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Farr’s  (Ali^lia  B.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Farrington’s  (Preston  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Fay’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  151st  Regiment. 

Federhen’s  (Jacob)  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  {A)  Battery. 

Fellman’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  C&rps,  2d  Bai- 
talion,  53d  Company. 

Ferguson’s  (William  D.)  Infantry.  See  Xeiv  York  Troops,  184th  Regiment. 

Finley’s  (Theodore  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  H. 

Fisher’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Fisher’s  (Joseph  W.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  195th  Regiment. 

Fisk’s  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.  See  Xeiv  York  Troops,  65th  Regiment. 

Fitzgerald’s  (Hobart  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 
Fitzhugh’s  (Charles  L.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
teries  C  and  E. 

Fletcher’s  (Stephen  C.)  Infantry.  See  Jfaine  Troops,  1st  (Veteran)  and  7th  Regi¬ 
ments. 

Flory’s  (Alexander  M. )  Cavalry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Floyd’s  (Horace  W.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  3d  and  4th  Regiments. 
Fluvanna  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Foley’s  (Shadrach)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Forno’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Forsyth’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Foster’s  (George  P.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  3d  and  4th  Regiments. 

Foster’s  (Janies  P.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  128th  Regiment. 

Foust’s  (Benezet  F.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  4th  and  10th 
Regiments. 

French’s  (Edwin  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

French’s  (Frank  S.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E 
French’s  (Winsor  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  77th  Regiment. 

Frink’s  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  186th  Regiment. 

Fry’s  (C.  W.)  Artillery.  See  Orange  Artillery,  post. 

Funk’s  (John  H.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 
Furney’s  (Luther)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Furst’s  (George*)  Artillery.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  A. 

Gansevoort’s  (Henry  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Gapen’s  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  15th  Regiment. 

Garber’s  (Asher  W.)  Artillery.  See  Staunton  Artillery,  post. 

Gardiner’s  (Alexander)  Infantry-  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  14ih  Regiment. 
Garrett’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  "Hoops,  Confederate,  5ih  Regi¬ 
ment. 
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George’s  (Albert  G.  P.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  60th  Regiment. 
Getchell’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Pennsglvania  Troops,  150th  Begiment. 

Gibbs’  (Alfred)  Cavalry.  See  JS^eiv  York  Troops,  19tli  Begiment. 

Gibbs’  (Frank  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Batter g  L. 

Gibson’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Begiment. 
Gibson’s  (Thomas)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14th  Begiment. 

Gibson’s  (Thomas  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Battalion. 
Gilbert’s  (Benjamin  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

Gilmor’s  (Harry  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion. 
Gilpin’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  3d  Begiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Gittings’  (Erskine)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  3d  Begiment,  Batteries 
L  and  M. 

Glassie’s  (Daniel  W.)  Artillery.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery. 

Glover’s  (Andrew  S.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Begiment  {Harris  Light). 
Gobin’s  (J.  P.  Shindel)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  47th  Begiment. 

Godwin’s  (Archibald  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  57th_ 
Begiment. 

Good’s  (Tilghman  H.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  47th  Begiment. 

Gordon’s  (David  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment. 

Gould’s  (Marshall)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  6th  Begiment. 

Graham’s  (Harvey)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  22d  Begiment. 

Graham’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begiment,  E.  S. 
Graham’s  (JohnL.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  2d  Battal¬ 
ion,  109th  Company. 

Graham’s  (Samuel)  Heavy  Artillery,  New  York  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 
Granger’s  (Moses  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  122d  Begiment. 

Granniss’  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Grant’s  (John  V.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

Graves’  (William  P.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment,  Battery  I. 
Greene’s  (Charles  S.)  Infantry.  See  Peimsylvania  Troops,  61st  Begiment. 
Greenfield’s  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  22d  Begiment. 

Griffin’s  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battery. 
Grimes’  (Bryan)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Begiment. 
Grogan’s  (Michael  A.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Gross’  (Frank  P.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
72d  Company. 

Hagans’  (Harrison  H.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

Hague’s  (Albert  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Idth  Begiment. 

Hale’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  3d  Begiment. 

Haley’s  (Eben  D.)  Artillery.  See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Hall’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  13th  Begiment. 

Hall’s  (Josephus  M.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Trooj)8,  5th  Begiment. 

Hall’s  (Moses  S.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Hamblin’s  (Joseph  E.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troopts,  65th  Begiment. 

Hamilton’s  (Theodore  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  62d  Begiment. 
Hammond’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 

Hampton  Legion,  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Hancock’s  (JohnM.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion. 

Hanley’s  (Timothy)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Hanlon’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  6th  Begiment. 

Hannum’s  (.Josioh  C.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  28th  Battery. 

Hardwicke’s  (William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Lee  Artillery,  post. 

Harper’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  95th  and  96th  Begiments. 

Harris’  (Enon  M.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  Company  A. 
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Harris’  (Leonard  A.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troojys,  137fh  JRegiment. 

Harrison’s  (Charles  J.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  6ili  Begiment. 

Harrison’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begidars,  2d  Begiment. 

Hart’s  (Alexander)  Infantry.  See  Lotiisiana  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 

Hart’s  (Thomiison  D.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsglvania  Troops,  104th  Begiment. 

Hart’s  (William  T.)  Engineers.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Begidars,  3d  Begiment. 
Haslett’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  197th  Begiment. 

Hasson’s  ('Benjamin  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  22d  Begiment. 

Hastings’  (Matthew)  Artillery.  See  Keystone  Artillery,  post. 

Hastings’  (Smith  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 

Hatch’s  (Charles  H.)  Cavalry.  'See  New  York  Troops,  13th  Begiment.  « 

Haurand’s  (August)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Hawkins’  (Hamilton  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begidars,  6th  Begiment. 
Haynes’  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  27ih  Begiment. 
Healy’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Heaton’s  (Edward)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment,  Batteries 
B  and  L.  '  ‘ 

Hebble’s  (Christain  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Heine’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  14th  Battery. 

Heine’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  103d  Begiment. 

Heiskell’s  (Felix)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Begiment. 
Henagan’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  8ih  Begiment. 

Henry’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Hensley’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Battalion. 
Hickman’s  (Baynton  J.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  49th  Begiment. 
Higginbotham’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Begi¬ 
ment. 

Higinbotham’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  65th  Begiment. 

Hill’s  (Joseph  C.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  6th  Begiment. 

Hill’s  (Lewis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Alahama  Troops,  61st  Begiment. 

Hill’s  (Wallace)  Artillery.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  C. 

Hinkson’s  (Hezekiah)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  17th  Battery. 

Hobbs’  (Joshua  E.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  64th  Begiment. 
Hobson’s  (E.  La  Fayette)  Infantry.  See  Alahama  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 

Hoffman’s  (John  J.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Hoffman’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3lst  Begiment. 
Hoge’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  126th  Begiment. 

Holliday’s  (Frederick  W.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  33d  Begi¬ 
ment. 

Holliday’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  15tJi  Begiment. 

Holman’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  5th  Begiment,  Battery  B. 
Holt’s  (Erastns  D.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  49th  Begiment. 

Holt’s  (Willis  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Horn’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  6th  Begiment. 

Horton’s  (Giles  G.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Begiment. 

Hospital  Guards,  Infantry.  See  Bhode  Island  Troops. 

Houghton’s  (George  C.)  Infantry.  See  Martin  Guards,  Infantry,  post. 

Howrigan’s  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

Hoyt’s  (James  J.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  156th  Begiment. 

Hubbard’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  30th  Begiment. 

Hufty’s  (Baldwin)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Hull’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  116th  Begiment. 

Hull’s  (Walter  C.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Begiment  {Harris  Light). 
Humphreys’  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 
Hunsdon’s  (Charles)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
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Hunt’s  (Lucius  T.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  10th  liegiment. 

Hutchinson’s  (Thomas  P.)  Infantry.  See  Coast  Guard,  Infantry,  ante. 

Ilsley’s  (Edwin)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  ISth  Iiegimeni. 

Irish’s  (Nathaniel)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  F. 

Ives’  (Brayton)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troo2)S,  1st  Reyiment. 

Jackson’s  (Daniel  D.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  121st  Reyiment. 

Jackson’s  (Lyman  .1.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  159th  Reyiment. 

Jackson’s  (Thomas  E.)  Artillery.  See  Viryinia  Troopts,  Confederate. 

James’  (Leroy  C.)  Infantry.  See  Viryinia  Troops,  Confederate,  5Sth  Reyiment. 
Jameson’s  (James  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Liyht  Guard,  Cavalry,  post. 

Janeway’s  (Jacob  J.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  14th  Reyiment. 

Jeff.  Davis  Artillery.  See  Alabama  Troojjs. 

Jennings’  (Isaac  A.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  15th  Unattached  Company. 
Jennings’  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  21st  Reyiment. 

Johnson’s  (Charles  F.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  18th 
Reyiment. 

Johnson’s  (Enoch  E.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  2d  and  5th*  Reyiments. 
Johnson’s  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Johnston’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  12ih  Reyi¬ 
ment. 

Johnston’s  (Louis  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troop>s,  Battery  I. 

Johnston’s  (Philip  Preston)  Artillery.  See  Viryinia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Johnston’s  (Robert  E.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  9th  Reyi¬ 
ment. 

Johnston’s  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  4th  Reyiment. 

Jones’  (Abram)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Reyiment  {Lincoln). 

Jones’  (Edward  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Reyiment. 

Jones’  (Edward  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troopts,  2d  Reyiment. 

Jone.s’  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  14th  Reyiment. 
Keene’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Reyiment,  E.  S. 
Keller’s  (David  C.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  93d  Reyiment. 

Kellogg’s  (Horace)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  123d  Reyiment. 

Kempf’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  5th  Reyiment. 

Kenan’s  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Reyiment. 
Kendall’s  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Cor^js,  2d  Battal¬ 
ion,  4Gth  Company. 

Kennington’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Reyulars,  11th  Reyiment. 
Kenny’s  (Alexander  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Reyiment. 

Keyes’  (Daniel  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Loudoun  Ranyers,  Cavalry,  post. 

Keystone  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Kidd’s  (James  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Miehiyan  Troops,  6th  Reyiment. 

Kimball’s  (Hiram  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  151st  Reyiment. 

Kimball’s  (William  K.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  12th  Reyinmit. 

Kincheloe’s  (James  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Viryinia  Troops,  Confederate. 

King’s  (Rufus,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Reyulars,  4th  Reyiment,  Battery  A. 
King  William  Artillery.  See  Viryinia  Troo2)S,  Confederate. 

Kinney’s  (Edwin  R.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troopts,  6th  Reyiment. 

Kirkpatrick’s  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.  See  Amherst  Artillery,  ante. 

Kirtland’s  (George  P.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troopts,  1st  Battery. 

Kitching’s  (J.  Howard)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  6th  P.eyiment. 
Kleiser’s  (Alfred  von)  Artillery.  See  Neiv  York  Trooyts,  30th  Battery. 

Knap’s  (Joseph  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Knight’s  (Napoleon  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Delaware  Troops,  let  Reyiment. 

Knowlton’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  29th  Reyiment. 
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Kohler’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Peflhsylvania  Troops,  98th  Begiment. 

Krom’s  (Abram  H.)  Cavalry.  See  York  Troops,  5th  Begiment. 

Kusserow’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3Sd  Battery. 

Lafayette  Artillery.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops. 

Laing’s  (John  K.)  Infantr3>^.  See  Maine  Troops,  14th  Begiment. 

Lamar’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  61st  Begiment. 

Lamb’s  (Jacob  H.)  Artillery.  See  Bhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  C. 
Lambert’s  (Bruce)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Landstreet’s  (William  T.)  Infantry,  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  11th  Begiment. 
Larned’s  (Frank  H.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment,  Batteries 
H  and  K. 

Latimer’s  (Alfred  E.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  11th  Begiment. 
Lazelle’s  (Henry  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  IGth  Begiment. 

Lee  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lee’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Militia. 

Leiper’s  (Charles  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6th  Begiment. 

Lessig’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  96th  Begiment. 

Levi’s  (JohnT.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lewis’ (Charles)  Infantry.  'See  New  York  Troops,  176th  Begiment. 

Lewis’  (George  N.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Lewis’  (James)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion. 
Lightfoot’s  (James  N.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  6th  Begiment. 

Linton’s  (John  P.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  54th  Begiment. 

Little’s  (Thomas  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Battalion,  Bat¬ 
tery  1). 

Lobban’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Begiment. 
Long’s  (Charles  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Company. 
Long’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  93d  Begiment. 

Loudoun  Rangers,  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Union. 

Love’s  (George  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  116th  Begiment. 

Love’s  (James  R.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  William  H.  Thomas’  Legion,  post. 

Lowe’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  131st  Beg ment. 

Lowe’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  31st  Begiment. 

Lowry’s  (William  M.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lurty’s  (Warren  S.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lusk’s  (Thurlow  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

McAfee’s  (John)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  L. 
McAteer’s  (Patrick  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 
Macauley’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  lit!  Begiment. 

McCarthey’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  175th  Begiment. 
McCartney’s  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  (A)  Battery. 
McClanahan’s  (J.  H.)  Artillery  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

McClennan’s  (Matthew  R.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  138th  Begiment. 
McClung’s  (Hugh  L.  W.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
McCutchen’s  ( J.  S.  Kerr)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  31st  Begiment. 
McElrath’s  (Thomson  P.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  5th  Begiment. 
McFarland’s  (Moses)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  8th  Begiment. 

McG-ee’s  (JohnL.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  3d  Begimefit. 

McGlashan’s  (Peter)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  50th  Begiment. 

McGowan’s  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry,  Patapsco  Guards,  Infantry,  post. 
McGregor’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Trooj)s,  139lh  Begiment. 
Mclntire’s  (Samuel  B.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment,  Bat¬ 
teries  B  and  L. 

McKendry’s  (Archibald)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 
Mackenzie’s  {Ranald  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 
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McKillip’s  (Archibald  W.)  Infantry.  See  Wnion  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  1st 
Battalion,  228tli  Company. 

McKinley^s  (Norval)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  M  Regiment,  P.  H,  B. 
McKnight’s  (James)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
McLaughlin’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  153d  Regiment. 
McLaughlin’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 
McMillan’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

McNeill’s  (JohnH.)  Partisans.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

McPherson’s  (James  A.)  Cavalry,  New  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Marcy’s  (George  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Marker’s  (Caleb)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  156th  Regiment.  * 

Marsh’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Ti'oops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  24th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Marston’s  (Oliver  H.)  Infantry,  New  Hampshire  Troo])s,  14th  Regiment. 
Martin  Guards,  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops. 

Martin’s  (Joseph  W.)  Artillery.  See  York  Troojys,  6th  Battery. 

Mason’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  19th  Unattaxhed  Company. 
Massie’s  (John  L.)  Artillery.  See  Fluvanna  Artillery,  ante. 

Mathews’  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 

Matthews’  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battal¬ 
ion,  105th  Company. 

May’s  (Lewis  A.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  138th  Regiment. 

Mead’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Mercer’s  (JohnT.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Merritt’s  (Robert  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 

Meyer’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Middleton’s  (Gabriel)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Miles’  (William  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Milledge’s  (John,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Milligan’s  (Robert)  Cavalry,  See  Delaware  Troops. 

Milliken’s  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 

Miner’s  (Milton  L.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  17th  Battery. 

Mitchell’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
108th  Company. 

Mitzel’s  (Alexander  von)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 
Monaghan’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Monier’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Monroe  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Montague’s  (George  L.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 
Moore’s  (Alexander  C.)  Artillery.  See  West  Virginia  Hoops,  Battery  E. 

Moore’s  (Alphens  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Caleb)  Cavalry.*  See  New  York  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Shriver)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  14ih  Regiment. 

Morehouse’s  (John  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Morgan’s  (John  E.)  Artillery.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Battery  H. 

Moriarty’s  (David  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Morris  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Morris’  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Morse’s  (Henry  B.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  114th  Regiment. 

Morse’s  (Lle-s^^llyn  J.)  Infantry.  See  State  Guards  Militia,  Infantry,  post. 
Morton’s  (John  E.)  Artillery,  Maine  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Mosby’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Battalion. 
Munk’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
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Munroe’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Pmnsyh'ania  Troops,  139th  lieyiment. 
Murchison’s  (Kenneth  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  54th 
Begiment. 

Murphy’s  (John  K.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
131st  Company. 

Nadenbousch’s  (John  Q.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederaie,  2d  Begi¬ 
ment. 

Nagle’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  194th  Begiment. 

Neafie’s  (Alfred)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  156th  Begiment. 

Neffs  (Harmanns)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  196th  Begiment. 

Nesmith’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14th  Begiment. 
Nettleton’s  (A.  Bayard)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,' 2d  Begiment. 

New  York  1st  Dragoons,  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  19th  Begiment. 

Nichols’  (George  S.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Niebuhr’s  (Caleb  E.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Battalion,  BaU 
tery  B. 

Norris’  (Hardman  P.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  1st  Begiment,  Batteries 
A  and  F. 

Northcott’s  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.  See  Jl'^est  Virginia  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Nye’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  29th  Begiment. 

O’Boyle’s  (Michael)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  69th  Begiment,  Miliiia. 
O’Connell’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  14th  Begiment. 
Olcott’s  (Egbert)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  T21st  Begiment. 

Orange  Artillery.  See  Virginia.  Troops,  Confederate. 

Over’s  (Ewald)  Infantry.  See  Exempts’  Battalion,  Infantry,  ante. 

Owens’  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Begl 
menf. 

Palmer’s  (Frederic  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  6th  Begi¬ 
ment. 

Palmer’s  (Thomas  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

Parker’s  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troox)s,  Confederate,  30th  Begi¬ 
ment. 

Parker’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Netv  York  Troops,  'l06th  Begiment. 

Parnell’s  (William  R.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Begiment. 

Parr’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  139th  Begiment. 

Patapsco  Guards,  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Patchell’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  102d  Begiment. 

Patton’s  (James  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21st  Begiment. 

Payne’s  (Nathaniel)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  12th  Begiment. 

Payne’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Battalion. 
Peabody’s  (Oliver  D.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  2d  Battal¬ 
ion,  65th  Company. 

Peach’s  (Benjamin  F.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  8ih  Begiment,  Militia. 
Peale’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  18th  Begiment. 

Pease’s  (Harry)  Cavalry. See  Ohio  Troops,  3d  Company. 

Peck’s  (Frank  H.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troojys,  12th  Begiment. 

Peck’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  District  of  Columbia  Troops,  2d  Beginmit. 

Peck’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Peebles’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  44th  Begiment. 

Peirce’s  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  2d  Begiment,  Batteries 
B  and  L. 

Peirson’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  6th  Begiment,  Militia. 
Pendleton  County  Home  Guards.  See  West  Virginia  Troojys. 

Pendleton’s  (Edmund)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 
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Pendleton’s  (Samuel  H.)  Artillery.  See  Morris  Artillery,  ante. 

Penn’s  (Davidson  B.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  7ih  lieyiment. 

Pennington’s  (Alexander  C.  M.Jr.)  Artillery.  See  Union,  Troops,  lleynJ-ars,Sd  JlegU 
ment,  Battery  M. 

Penrose’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  15tli  lieyiment. 

Per  Lee’s  (Samuel  R.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  114th  Reyiment. 

Peters’  (William  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  21st  Reyiment. 
Petrie’s  (Peter  B.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Pettit’s  (Rufus  D.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  12th  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Philadelphia  City  Scouts,  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Phillips’  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IStli  Reyiment. 

Phillips  Legion.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Pickens’  (Samuel  B.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Pierce’s  (Lewis  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Pinckard’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Gist  Regiment. 

Platner’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment  (  Veteran). 

Polk’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Porter’s  (Francis  E.)  Infantry.  See  Massaebnsetis  Troops,  2d  Unattached  Company. 
Porter’s  (Ct.  Ellis)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  P.  H.  B. 
Porter’s  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Potter’s  (Andrew)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Potts’  (Peter  J.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Gth  Regiment. 

Prados’  (Louis)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Pratt’s  (Harrison  W.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  34th  Regiment- 
Prentiss’  (Clifton  K.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Gth  Regiment. 
Prevost’s  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  IGth 
Regimen  f. 

Pugh’s  (Samuel  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  IGlst  Regiment. 

Purington’s  (George  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Quinn’s  (Timothy)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment  {Lincoln). 
Ramsay’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops. 

Randall’s  (Francis  J.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  95th  and  96th Regiments. 
Randall’s  (George  W.)  Infantry,  Maine  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Rank’s  (William  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
tery  H. 

Rankin’s  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  21st  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Ransom’s  (Dunbar  R.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
teries  C,  F,  and  E. 

Reese’s  (William  J.)  Artillery.  See  Jeff.  Davis  Artillery,  ante. 

Reilly’s  (Terrence)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Lieyiment,  Batteries  C 
and  E. 

Rexford’s  (Willie  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  131st  Regiment. 

Reynolds’ (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
llSth  and  '119th  Companies. 

Rhett  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rhodes’  (Elisha  H.)  Infantry.  See  Rhode  Isldnd  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Richardson’s  (Edmund)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 
Richardson’s  (Robert  M.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Riddle’s  (Samuel)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Rigby’s  (James  H.)  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A. 

Ringgold  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Ripley’s  (Theodore  A.)  Infantry,  New  Hampshire  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 
Roberts’ (Horatio)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion, 
143d  Company. 
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Roberts’  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  127th  Regiment. 
Robertson’s  (Claude  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  10th  Regiment. 
Robertson’s  (Peter)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  106th  Regiment. 

Robeson’s  (William  P.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Rodenbough’s  (Theophilus  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troojjs,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment. 
Rodgers’  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  E.  S. 
Rogers’  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  173d  Regiment. 

Rogers’  (.Joab  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Rosney’s  (Andrew)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Ross’  (P.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Ruhl’s  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  87th  Regiment. 

Russell’s  (Edward  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  15th  Unat¬ 
tached  Company. 

Russell’s  (Milton)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Rust’s  (Henry,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  13ih  Regiment. 

Rutherford’s  (Allan)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  i^lorps,  22d  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Ryer’s  (B.  Franklin)  Artillery.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  20th  Battery. 

Salsbury’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.’^  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  S7th  Regiment. 

Sanno’s  (Edward  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Sargent’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Sargent’s  (Lorenzo  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Schall’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  87ih  Regiment. 

Schneider’s  (Joseph)  Cavalry.  See  Ne^v  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Schwartz’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Scott’s  (Henry  D.)  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  16th  Battery. 

Scott’s  (Rufus)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Seymour’s  (Charles  J.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Sharp’s  (Eliphalet  F.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  61st  Regiment. 

Shaurman’s  (Nelson)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  OOlh  Regiment. 

Shaw’s  (James  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Shipley’s  (Samuel  D.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Shivers’  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Volunteers. 
Shoemaker’s  (John  J.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Showalter’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troo'ps,  6th  Regiment. 

Simison’s  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Simpson’s  (James  L.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Skinner’s  (Benjamin  M.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Skinner’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 
Slack’s  (Hedgeman)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  7th  Regiment.  • 

Smith’s  (George  W.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Smith’s  (Howard  M.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Robert  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (S.  Crawford)  Engineers.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Snow’s  (Alonzo)  Artillery.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B. 

Snow’s  (John  S.)  Artillery.  See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Snyder’s  (James  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Soule’s  (Le’s^^is)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  20th  Unattached  Company. 
South’s  (Zedekiah)  Infantry.  Sec  Ohio  Troops,  153d  Regiment. 

Spangler’s  (Aaron)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  110th  Regiment. 

Spear’s  (Vivian  K.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d_Battalion, 
95th  Company. 

Spear’s  (Wallace  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  fVisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
tery  A . 
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Spence’s  (Belclin)  Artillery.  See  rennsijlvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Spera’s  (Weidner  H.)  Cavalry.  See  .Pennsylvania  Troops,  17 th  Regiment. 

Sperry’s  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Stafford  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stage’s  (Peter)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Starr’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

State  Guards  Militia,  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops. 

Staunton  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stedman’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Stevens’  (Greenleaf  T.)  Artillery.  See  Maine  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

Stevenson’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  154th  Regiment. 

Stewart’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Stiles’  (William  H.,  sr.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Stocking’s  (Solon  W.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Strain’s  (Alexander)  Infantry.*  See  New  York  Troops,  153d  Regiment. 

Stratton’s  (Eckvard  L.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  51st  Company. 

Stroud’s  (George  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Suter’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

Sutherland’s  (Robert  J.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d 
Battalion,  71st  Company. 

Suydam’s  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  Jersey  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Sweitzer’s  (Nelson  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Trgops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 

Taft’s  (Elijah  D.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

Taggart’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 
Taliaferro’s  (Alexander  G.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Regiment. 
Tanner’s  (William  A.)  Artillery.  See  Courtney  Artillery,  ante. 

Tarbell’s  (Joel  H.)  Artillery.  See  Lafayette  Artillery,  ante. 

Tarbell’s  (Jonathan)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  91st  Regiment. 

Tay’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Taylor’s  (David  J.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  61st  Regiment. 

Taylor’s  (Franck  E.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Batteries 
K  and  L. 

Taylor’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Volunteers. 
Tennessee  (Confederate) ’First  Cavalry.  See  James  E.  Cartels  Cavalry,  ante. 
Terrill’s  (James  B.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regiment. 
Terry’s  (Thome.s  M.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Terry’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Teters’  (Wilbert  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  116th  Regiment. 

^Thomas’  (Edwin)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Unattached  Com¬ 
pany. 

Thomas’  (Stephen)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Thomas’  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  192d  Regiment. 

Thomas’  (William  H.)  Legion.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Thompson’s  (Francis  W.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Thompson’s  (James)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops^  Battery  C. 

Thompson’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Thomson’s  (James  W.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Thomson’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  and 
3d  Regiments. 

Thorn’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  45th  Regiment. 

Thruston’s  (Stephen  D.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d 
Regimen  t. 

Thurber’s  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 
Thurmond’s  (Philip  J.)  Partisans.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate, 
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Thurmond’s  (William  D.)  Partisans.  See  Firfjiiiia  Troops,-  Confederate. 

Thyiig’s  (George  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  2d  Companp. 
Todd’s  (Rutherford  P.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Eegiment. 

Tolman’s  (Flavel  L.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  14th  Eegiment. 
Tomlinson’s  (Ahia  A.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  5th  Eegiment. 

Toon’s  (Thomas  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Eegi¬ 
ment. 

Tracy’s  (Amasa  S.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Tremain’s  (Alfred  F.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  30th  Eegiment. 

Trotter’s  (Frederick  E.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  1st 
Eegiment. 

Turner’s  (Alfred  L.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  29th  Eegiment. 

Turner’s  (William  H.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Ehode  Island  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 
Underhill’s  (Henry  P.)  Infantry.  See  A'eie  Torlc  Troops,  160th  Eegiment. 

Union  Light  Guard,  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops. 

Urban’s  (Caspar)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Neio  York  Troops,  5th  Eegiment,  2d  Battal¬ 
ion. 

Urban’s  (Gustavus)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  5th  Eegiment. 
Vandeventer’s  (Alexander  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  50th  ^ 
Eegiment. 

Van  Etten’s  (Orsanms  R.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battemj. 

Van  Patten’s  (Volkert  V.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  43d  Eegiment. 

Van  Petten’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  160th  Eegiment. 

Voorhes’  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  126th  Eegiment. 

Vredenburgh’s  (Peter,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  14th  Eegiment. 
Waggaman’s  (Eugene)  Infantr37'.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  10th  Eegiment. 

Waite’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  8th  Eegiment. 

Walcott’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  17th  Eegiment. 

Wales’  (Elijah)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Walker’s  (Aldace  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

Wallen’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  7th  Eegiment. 
Waltermire’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  159th  Eegiment. 

Warner’s  (James  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ve)mio7it  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

Warren’s  (Edward  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Warren’s  (Edward  T.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Eegiment. 
Washburn’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18th  Eegiment. 

Washburn’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  116th  Eegiment. 

Washburne’s  (George  A.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  20th 
Eegiment. 

Wass’  (Ansel  D.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  lYoops,  60th  Eegiment.  , 

Waterman’s  (Richard)  Artillery.  See  Ehode  Island  Troops,  1st  Eegiment,  Battery  C. 
Webb’s  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Eegiment. 
Weddle’s  (Jacob)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

Weir’s  (Gulian  Y.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  5th  Eegiment,  Battery  L. 
Weld’s  (Horace  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  5th  Eegiment,  Colored. 

Wells’  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.’’  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  31st  Eegiment. 

Wells’  (Milton)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  15th  Eegiment. 

Wells’  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  1st  Eegiment. 

West’s  (Owen)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Hoops,  149th  Eegiment. 

Wetherill’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Hoops,  82d  Eegiment. 
Wettstein’s  (Andrew)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  103d  Eegiment. 

Wharton’s  (Rufus  W.)  Sharpshooters.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Battalion. 
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Wharton’s  (W.  Woodson)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  45th 
Regiment. 

Wheeler’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Whitaker’s  (Edward  AV.)  Cavalry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

White’s  (Elijah  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  35th  Battalion. 
White’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  41st  Battalion. 
Whitener’s  (B.  M.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 

Whittier’s  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 
Wildes’  (Thomas  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  116th  Regiment. 

Wildrick’s  (Abram  C.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
Wilds’  (John  Q.)  Infantry.  See  loiea  Troops,  34th  Regiment. 

Wiles’  (Browning  N.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  151st  Regiment. 

Wilkie’s  (Frederick  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  3d 
Battalion. 

Williams’  (Constant)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 
Williams’  (Jesse  M.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Williams’  (Titns  V.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Regiment. 
Willis’  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Willis’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Williston’s  (Edward  B.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Bat¬ 
tery  D. 

Wilson’s  (Bartholomew  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 

Wilson’s  (James  E.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Wilson’s  (R.  E.)  Sharpshooters.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion . 
Wilson’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Wilson’s  (William  R.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Wilson’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  133d  Regiment. 

Winston’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  and  45th 
Regiments. 

Witcher’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  West  Virginia  Trooj)S,  3d  Regiment. 

Witcher’s  (Vincent  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  34th  Battalion. 
Witcher’s  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  31st  Regiment. 
Withers’  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Withers’  (Robert  AV.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Regiment. 
Wolcott’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Neio  York  Troops,  151st  Regiment. 

Woodruffs  (Carle  A.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Woodson’s  (Blake  L.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Battalion. 
Wright’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

York’s  (Zebulon)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Youart’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Young’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Young’s  (Lewis  L.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Yutzy’s  (Enoch  D.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

Zable’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 
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Brigades,  Divisions,  Corps,  Armies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  “  Mentioned  ”  under  name  of  command¬ 
ing  officer;  State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  (See  Alternate  Designations, 
pp.  1033-1048.)  • 


Pa^e. 

Abbott,  George  E.  Mentioned .  331 

Abbott,  Lemuel  A.  Mentioned . . .  243 

Abbott,  Robert  O.  Mentioned .  979 

Abraham’s  Creek,  near  Winchester,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  13, 1864.  See 
Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Beports  of 
Conner,  Jame8.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Wilson,  James  H. 

McIntosh,  John  B.  Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Adams,  Major.  Mentioned . 570 

Adams,  George  M.  Mentioned . 540 

Adams,  George  W. 

Mentioned .  108, 127, 152, 154, 157, 226, 271,  272,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  277 

Adams,  James  F.  Mentioned .  550 

Adams,  Seymour  F.  Mentioned .  620,  788 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Max  Weber. 

Adamstown,  Md.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  14, 1864 .  2 

Adjutant- General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Averell,  William  W .  493 

Couch,  Darius  N  .  737,  756,  774, 821,  840,  855 

Devin,  Thomas  C . 474 

Dix,  John  A . . . 809 

Hunter,  David .  698 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  755 

Merritt,  W  esley . 452 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of .  755 

Sheridan,  Philip)  H . 60 

Stevenson,  John  D .  836,  966 

Wallace,  Lew .  750,773 


Orders,  General,  series  1864:  No.  240,  719;  No.  248,  962;  No.  282,62. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  266,  768;  No.  268,781;  No.  271,  807; 

No.  2  73  ,  826;  No.  2  79,  899;  No.  284,  954;  No.  287,  971. 
Orders,  General,  series  1865 :  No.  20,  63. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 


Correspondence  with 

Echols,  John . ^ .  1010 

Lee,  Robert  E .  635 

Ransom,  Robert,  ir .  1003 

Sale,  John  B . 1004 

W ar  Department,  C.  S . . .  991 


Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  188,  993;  No.  193,  1000;  No.  197,  1001; 
No.  198,  1005. 
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Adney,  ■William  H.  G.  IMentioned . . .  110, 129 

Aikens,  Joseph  P.  Mentioued . 211 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries'  Jeff.  Davis, 567. 

Infantry — Regiments :  3d,  5th,  6th,  12th,  61st,  564, 1002, 1013. 

Albright,  Charles.  Mentioned .  618 

Alcorn,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned . 980 

Alexander,  Barton  S.  Mentioned . .*...  51-53 

Alexander,  Charles  M.  Mentioned . 977 

Alexander,  Frederic  W.  Mentioned .  982 

Alexander,  H.  Eugene.  Mentioned .  624 

Alexander,  James  H.  Mentioned . . . . .  1032 

Alexander,  William.  Mentioned .  815 

Alger,  Russell  A.  Mentioned . .  466, 986 

Allaire,  Anthony  J.  Mentioned .  109, 127,  985 

Allan,  William.  Mentioned . .“ .  576,  579,  584,  585, 588,  992 

Allen,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned . . , .  109, 128,  326,  340, 343, 345,  986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  343 

Allen,  Crawford,  jr.  Mentioned .  976 

Allen,  Smith.  Mentioned .  541 

Allen,  Weston  E.  Mentioued .  257 

Allen,  William  J.  Mentioned .  978 

Allstrom,  John  "V.  Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864 .  536 

Allyn,  Robert.  Mentioned .  484 

Ambruster,  Julius.  Mentioned . 232,239,240 

Amelunxen,  Max  von.  Mentioned .  980 

Amidon,  George  H.  Mentioued . .  210 

Anderson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  406 

Anderson,.  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  797 

Anderson,  Charles  R.  Mentioned . . .  109,  128,  343,  345 

Anderson,  George  T.  Mentioned . 952,953 

Anderson,  James  W.  Mentioned .  1003 

Anderson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  619 

Anderson,  Richard  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Early,  Juhal  A . •. .  1001, 1007 

Lee,  Fitzhugh . .  1005, 1007-1009 

Lee,  Robert  E .  995,997 

Mentioned . .  10,  21, 

24,  569-573,  604,  844, 905,  910,  912,  990,  996,  997, 1005, 1006,  1016, 1024-1027 
Andrew,  John  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Massachusetts,  Governor  of. 

Andrews,  George  L.  Mentioned . 989 

Andrews,  John  N.  Mentioned .  520 

Andrews,  J oseph  F.  Mentioned . 978 

Annandale,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  24, 1864. 

Communications  from 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  897,  899,  900 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A .  900 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  900-902 

Wells,  Henry  H .  899 

Reports  of 

Schneider,  Joseph .  6.38 

Wells,  Henry  H .  637 
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Antietam  Ford,  Md.  Skirmish  at,  Aiig.  4, 1864.  Communications  from 

Howe,  Albion  P .  685,  687 

Hunter,  David . ‘ .  684 

Sinclair,  William .  686 

Arago,  Steamer.  Mentioned  . .  860 

Arden,  G.  De  Peyster.  Mentioned . . .  976 

Armies  of  the  United  States.  Recommendation  for  promotions  in.  Com¬ 
munication  from  U.  S.  Grant. .  767 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Army  Corps,  6th. 

Bid  well,  Daniel  D.,  assigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of. . .  920 

Itineraries.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  63-75 

Army  Corps,  8th.  See  Middle  Deixirtment. 

Army  Corps,  19th.  Itineraries.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov. 

28,1864  .  75-81 

Army  Corps,  22d.  See  JFashin^ton,  Department  of. 

Army  Transportation.  See  Mmiitions  of  War. 

Ashbrook,  Oscar  A.  Mentioned . 249,258 

Ashby,  Turner.  Mentioned . 249 

Ashby,  William  A.  Mentioned .  249 

Atkinson,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  402,  407 

Atkinson,  Edmund  N.  Mentioned . ^ .  1003, 1011, 1012 

Atkinson,  Lewis  A.  Mentioned .  402 

Atwell,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  636,881 

Augur,  Christopher  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  J ames . .  637, 845 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A .  872,900 

Downey,  James  M .  776 

Fry,  William  H .  832 

Gamble,  William . .  861, 942 

Gansevoort,  Henry  S . .  832,  845 

Grant,  U.S .  727 

Grover,  Cuvier .  778 

Halleck,  Henry  W . . .  727,  776,  793,  860,  861 

Hardin,  Martin  D .  682 

Kitching,  J.  Howard  • .  813 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  683,  684,  697,  721,  729,  742,  762,  777,  784, 

785,  793,  801,  813,  862,  871-873,  882, 890,  900, 901,  910,  920,  933,  943,  955,  971 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  727,  728,  740, 

741,  761,  776,  831,  843, 859,  860,  871,  872, 889,  897,  898,  909,  910, 918,  919,  941 

Taylor,  Joseph  H .  762 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  682 

Waite,  John  M .  683, 

697,  708,  729,  742,  793,  800, 823,  831, 844, 861,  862, 882,  919,  920,  942, 943,  954 

Wallace,  Lew .  879 

Wells,  Henry  H .  683,  697,  709,  729,  742,  784,  813,  823,  832,  882,  899,  910,  963 

Wilson,  James  H .  730,  746,  779 

Mentioned. . .  35,  51, 52, 55,  492,  501,  645,  709,  723,  729,  730,  739,  742,  746,  759,  768,  778, 
779, '801,  808,  813,  831,  832,  840,  860,  861,  873,  899,  919,  920,  942,  955,  974,  975 
Reports  of  operations  about  SnickeFs  Gap,  Va.,  Oct.  28-29, 1864,  and  skir¬ 
mish  at  Upperville  (29th) .  646 

Austin,  Andrew  Y.  Mentioned .  405 
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Averell,  William  W. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Engagement  at  Oldfields,  near  Moorefield,  W. 

’  Va.,“Ang.  7, 1864 .  505 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Geuerars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  493 

Byers,  John  A .  781 

Chipman,  Norton  P .  823,  858,  877 

Couch,  Darius  N .  797,  888,  894,  911 

Duffid,  Alfred  N .  688,  703 

Gibson,  Thomas .  771 

Harrison,  Henry  N .  764 

Hunter,  David .  688,  713,  733,  734,  748 

Kelley,  Benjamin  I' .  688- 

69%  704,  713,  714,  734,  735,  748,  771,  781,  797,  804,  838,  937,  950,  967,  972 

Melvin,  Thayer .  789,  804,  820 

Royall,  AVilliam  B .  771 

Schoonmaker,  James  M .  771,  789,  797 

Sheridan,  Philip  H  . . .  496,  501-505,  725,  764,  770, 

788,  804,  819,  820,  827,  836-838,  851,  867,  877,  893,  914,  925,  937,  958,  966,  972 

Stevenson,  John  D .  820,  828, 829, 836,  837,  850 

Thayer,  Amos  M .  926 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  502,  796,  827,  852,  903 

Wilson,  James  H . . .  925,  936 

Witcher,  John  S . *. . .  853,878 

Work,  George  T .  714 

Mentioned. .  2,  3, 5,  7, 19-25,  29,  40,  45-49,  54,  60,  81,  84,  86,  87,  94,  97, 106,  111,  117,  124, 
148,  153,  258,  350,  421-429,  435, 436,  456,  457,  459, 470,  476,  478,  490, 492,  495, 
505, 506, 516,  517,  568,  572,  578,  687,  688,  690,  694,  702,  703,  710,  712,  715,  719, 
720,  724-726,  731,  733,  736,  738,  741,  748,  749,  752,  754,  759,  780,  781,  787,  789, 
797,  798,  805,  812,  819,  823,  826-828, 830,  831,  834,  835,  837-839,  842, 848,  852, 
853,  857-859,  864,  866-868,  870,  871;  875-878,  881,  888,  893,  894,  896,  904,  914, 
917,  919,  922,  923,  934-938,  945,  951,  957,  959,  962,  968,  983,  991,  994,1023, 1026 
Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  West  Virginia  .  505 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  493,  495 

Awl,  F.  Asbury.  Mentioned . 979 

Ayers,  Henry  K.  W.  Mentioned .  979 

Ayres,  Conway  W.  Mentioned . . . ’ .  119,  446, 482 

Babcock,  Captain.  Mentioned . .  618 

Babcock,  Nathan  S.  Mentioned .  219 

Babcock,  William  J.  Mentioned .  190 

Babcock,  Willoughby.  Mentioned .  109,119,32.5,326 

Back  Road,  near  Strasburg,  Va.  Skirmish  on,  Oct.  7,  1864.  See  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Iteport  of  Lomax,  p. 

612;  itinerary,  p.lQQ. 

Bacon,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  McIntosh .  849 

Mentioned .  987 

Bagley,  J ames.  Mentioned .  988 

Bailey, - .  Mentioned .  673 

Bailey,  Ezra  H.  Mentioned . 435 

Baker,  Eugene  M.  Mentioned .  111,130,986 

Baker,  John  H.  Mentioned .  1003,1012 

Baker,  Nathaniel  B.  Mentioned . 350 
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Baldwin,  Briscoe  G.  Correspondence  with  Commanding  Officer  at  Staun¬ 
ton,  Va .  995 

Baldwin,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  139,  278,  279 

Baldwin,  James  H.  Mentioned .  989 

Ball,  Edward.  Mentioned .  566, 591 

Ball,  George  A.  Mentioned .  550 

Ball,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  108, 126, 

132,  224-227,  229,  230, 233,  234,  237,  246,  247,  249, 250,  256,  259,  261,  262, 985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  250, 260 

Ballard,  Frederick  L.  Mentioned .  369,388,389,403 

Ballard,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  630 

Ballentine,  James  W.  Mentioned .  869 

Barber, - .  Mentioned .  457 

Barclay,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  198 

Bardwell,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  119 

Bargar,  Gilbert  H.  Mentioned .  229,  262 

Bariteau,  Alexis  W.  Mentioned .  147 

Barker,  Charles.  Mentioned .  976 

Barker,  J ames  G.  Mentioned .  402 

Barley,  George.  Mentioned .  277 

Barnes,  Jack.  Mentioned . .  911 

Barnes,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  637,  845 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  778 

Mentioned . 976 

Barnes,  John  G.  Mentioned .  989 

Barnes.  William  T.  Mentioned .  609 

Barney,  Friend  H.  Mentioned . 984 

Barnhart,  Levant  W.  Mentioned . . .  459,  527 

Barniim,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  on  Big  Sandy  River.  See  Kanaivha  Valley,  W.  Va.  WitcheVs 
Operations  in,  Nov.  5-12,  1864,  etc. 

Mentioned .  650 

Barr,  Elias  A.  Mentioned .  249,  258 

Barr,  Robert.  Mentioned . . . 224,230 

Barrett,  John.  Mentioned .  138- 

Barry,  John.  Mentioned .  489 

Bartholomee,  Theodore  M.  Mentioned .  736,737,781 

Bartlett,  Erastus  G.  Mentioned .  110,981 

Bartley,  James  C.  Mentioned . 198 

Bartruff,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  232 

Bassett,  Isaac  C. 

Mentioned .  107, 112, 125 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  188 

Bates,  James  T.  Mentioned .  979 

Bates,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  830,980 

Battle,  Cullen  A.  Mentioned .  555,  564,  575,  598-602, 1002, 1011,  1013, 1015 

Battle,  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  564 

Bauer,  Gottfried.  Mentioned .  126,202 

Baxter,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  208,210,211 

Baybutt,  Philip.  Mentioned .  550 

Baylor,  George.  Mentioned .  674 
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Beach,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . . .  462 

Beadle,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned .  977 

Beal,  George  L. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  825 

Mentioned-  75, 108, 114, 121,  280,  281,  288-293,  297-299,  301-303,  311-314, 824,  962,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  311 

Bean,  Theodore  W.  Mentioned .  480 

Beardsley, - .  Mentioned .  845 

Beardsley,  William  E. 

Mentioned . •. .  111,474,621,986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  484 

Beaton,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  331 

Beaumont,  Eugene  B.  Mentioned . ' .  520 

Beauregard,  G.  T,  Mentioned .  737,870 

Bechtel,  Lafayette.  Mentioned .  649 

Beck,  James  W.  Mentioned .  564 

Beckhardt,  Henry.  Mentioned .  278,279 

Beger,  Charles.  Mentioned .  976 

Belding,  John  W.  Mentioned .  138 

Benedict,  Mitchell.  Mentioned .  305 

Benjamin,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  Ill,  130,  519,  987 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  543 

Bennett,  George  N.  Mentioned . . .  345 

Bennett,  John  W. 

Mentioned .  130,519,525,548 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camjjaign,  Aug.  7-Noy.  28, 1864 .  544 

Bennett,  R.  Tyler.  Mentioned .  281, 1013 

Benton,  George  M.  Mentioned . 137 

BCnton,  James  G.  Mentioned . . .  976 

Berry,  Frederick  M.  Mentioned .  118 

Berry,  Matthew.  Mentioned .  435,509 

Berry ville,  Va. 

Affair  at,  Aug.  13, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864.  Reports  of  Beardsley,  2>.  484;  Gihhs,  p.  489. 

Affair  near.  Sept.  13, 1864.  Communications  from 

Torljert,  Alfred  T.  A  .  531 

Wilson,  James  H .  531 

Engagement  near.  Sept.  3, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7- 
Nov.  28,  1864.  Reports  of 

Duval,  Isaac  H.  Johnson,  Daniel  D.  Simms,  James  P. 

Hayes,  Rutherford  B.  Linton,  John  P.  Thoburn,  Joseph. 

Holliday,  John  W.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Also  itiiieraries,  pp.  83,  85;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  572.  Sheridan  to 
Aver  ell,  p.  504. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  19, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Itinerary,  p.  90. 

Aug.  20, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Itineraries,  pp.  90,  92. 

Sept.  4,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Deane,  Charles  TT.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Stagg,  Peter. 

K\^o  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  572. 
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Berry ville,  Va. — Continued. 

Skirmishes  near.  ‘  * 

Aug.  21,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Lowell,  Cliarles  E,.,  jr.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Wilson,  James  H. 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Sept.  14, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-2fov.  28,  1864. 
Itinerary,  p.  79. 

Berry  ville  and  Winchester  Pike,  Va.  Skirmish  on.  See  Opequon  Creek,  Va. 

Skirmish  on  BerryvUle  and  Winchester  Pike  near,  Aug.  19,  1864. 

Beverly,  W.  Va.  Action  at,  Oct.  29,  1864.  Reports  of 

Wilkinson,  Nathan .  646,647 

YoUart,  Robert .  648 

Beverly,  W.  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Nathan 

Wilkinson .  692 

Bickmore,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  138 

Bicknell,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  118 

Bid  well,  Daniel  D. 

Assignment  to  command .  920 

Mentioned .  32,  54,  69, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 139, 151, 

154,  191,  193-196,  199-201,  204,  208-212,  215,  217-221,  271,  276, 291,  920,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  212 

Bier,  Philip  G.  Mentioned  . . .  139,  363,  364,  366 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  Hunter;  also  George  Crook. 

Bierbower,  Henry.  Mentioned .  331,  335 

Big  Sandy  River.  Capture  on,  of  U.  S.  steamers  Barnum  and  Fawn.  See 
Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.  Witcher’s  Operations  in,  Nov.  5-12,1864, 
etc. 

Binkley,  Otho  H. 

.  Mentioned .  108, 126,  224,  227,  229,  246,  249, 251, 270,  985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign.  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  258, 259 

Birdseye,  Mortimer  B. 

Mentioned .  535 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  538 

Birge,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned .  80, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133,  279-281,  289,  292,  298,  304,  318, 

319,  321-323,  325,  327-331,  334,  342,  346-349,  351,  353,  355,  3^6,  358,  359,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camj)aign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  322,  325 

Birge,  Manning  D.  Mentioned .  460,467 

Birney,  David  B.  Mentioned . 791 

Bischoff,  Eugene.  Mentioned . 327 

Bishop,  John  L.  Mentioned .  980 

Blacknall,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  1013 

Blackwell,  Joseph.  (Citizen.)  Mentioned .  618 

Blackwell,  Joseph.  (Private.)  Mentioned . 540 

Blain,  James  S.  Mentioned .  1003 

Blair,  Montgomery.  Mentioned . 682 

Blake,  Charles  G.  Mentioned . 382 

Blake,  George  A.  H.  Mentioned .  979 

Blakely,  William.  Mentioned .  685,772, 797 

Blakeslee,  Erastus.  Mentioned .  987 

Blanchard,  Justus  W.  Mentioned .  109,127,985 

Blanding,  Christopher.  Mentioned . ' .  989 
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Blazer,  Richard. 

Mentiouecl .  23 

Reports  of  Mosby's  operations,  Aug.  9-Oct.  14, 1864  .  615 

Blinn,  Charles  D.  Mentioned .  109,128 

Bliss,  James.  Mentioned .  543^  544 

Blondin,  Dewitt  C.  Mentioned .  263 

Blough,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  540 

Blue,  Richard  W.  Mentioned . 662 

Blunt,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned .  479, 480 

Board,  Francis  H.  Mentiond .  1012 

Board  of  Inquiry.  Attack  on  Union  supply  train,  Aug.  13, 1864. 

Communications  from 

Dean,  William .  622 

Edwards,  Oliver .  621 

Farrington,  Preston  M .  622^ 

Kenly,  John  R . 620 

McGonnigle,  Andrew  J .  630 

McKinney,  Edward  P . 621 

Detail  for . •  619,  620 

Finding  of .  632 

Order  convening .  619 

Proceedings  of .  620-632 

Report  of  amount  of  transportation  awaiting  orders .  630 

Testimony  of 

Dean,  William .  631,  632 

Kenly,  John  R .  623-627 

Mann,  James  C .  628-630 

Boarts,  James  A.  Mentioned . • .  118 

Boeman,  Lambert.  Mentioned .  107, 125, 138, 167, 171,  984 

Boggs,  John.  Mentioned . 645 

Boice,  Theodore  A.  Mentioned . .* .  130,518,535 

Bomar,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  1003 

Bonneif,  Emile.  Mentioned .  331 

Boreman,  Arthur  I.  Mentioned .  681,  950 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  West  Virginia,  Governor  of . 

Borsk,  Peter.  Mentioned . 508 

Bostick,  C.  Correspondence  with  Moses  N.  Wisewell .  741 

Boston,  Reuben  B.  Mentioned . 1007 

Boswell,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned. .  i . . . .  110, 128,  981 

Boteler,  Alexander  R.  Mentioned .  571,  573,  584 

Botsford,  James  L.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  Crooic. 

Boughner,  Oliver  P.  Mentioned . • .  389 

Bouldin,  Wood,  jr.  Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  .  597 

Bowen,  Chester  B.  Mentioned .  550 

Bowen,  Lot. 

Correspondence  with  Darius  N.  Couch .  707 

Mentioned .  983 

Bowers,  Alfred  Mentioned .  383 

Bowers,  Theodore  S.  Correspondence  with  George  K.  Leet .  760,  952 

Bowman,  Frank.  Mentioned .  577 

Bowman,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned .  869,970,981 

Boyd,  Carlile.  Mentioned .  977 

Boyd,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  573,575,578 
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Boyd,  C.  R.  Mentioned .  568 

Boyd,  Robert.  Mentioned .  977 

Boyd,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  1012 

Boyd,  William  H.  Mentioned .  789 

Boykin,  Stephen  M.  Mentioned .  566,  595 

Boyle, - .  Mentioned .  933 

Boyle,  James.  Mentioned .  416 

Brabble,  Edmund  C.  Mentioned . 1012 

Bradbury,  Albert  W. 

Mentioned .  109, 128, 134,  319,  321,  35>^,  S24,  986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1894 .  356 

Bradford,  Augustus  W.  Mentioned . . .  755,  970 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Marijland,  Goveniorof. 

Bradford,  S.  Nelson.  Mentioned .  782 

Bradshaw,  John  J.  Mentioned . .  224, 249 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with  Juhal  A.  Early .  1008 

Mentioned .  1004 

Branham,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  640,641 

Brault,  Alphonse.  Mentioned .  148 

Braxton,  Carter  M.  Mentioned .  555,  567, 1000, 1011 

Breckinridge,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Early,  Juhal  A . . .  991-993, 1000, 1001, 1005-1007, 1010 

Echols,  John .  641 

Vaudeventer,  Alexander  S .  644 

Mentioned .  17,  21,  23, 

24,  28,  85,  95,  98,  101, 155,  424,  42.5,  440,  444,  455,  490,  516,  517,  554,  555,  557, 
559, 567-569,  573,  .574, 597,  737,  773,  833,  881,  898,  905,  910-912,  917,  925, 934, 
937,  951-953,  960,  961,  965,  966,  969, 1000,  1005, 1008,  1018-1020,  1022, 1024 

Breed,  Edward  E.  Mentioned .  119 

Brenaman,  A.  T.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  829,838 

Brewer, - .  Mentioned .  949 

Brewer,  Melvin. 

Mentioned .  Ill,  119,  446,  454,  455,  458,  462,  986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  468 

Brewerton,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  129,  413-416,419-421 

Brewster,  John  M.  Mentioned .  540 

Brian,  William.  Mentioned .  980 

Bridgewater,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  2, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Cani- 
paujn,  Any.  7-Nov.  28,  18G4.  Beport  of  Lomax,  p.  612;  itineraries, 
pp.  99, 102. 

Brigden,  George  M.  Mentioned .  405 

Briggs,  Alvah  W.  Mentioned .  126,  977 

Briggs,  Benjamin  A.  Mentioned .  220 

Briggs,  George  G.  Mentioned .  954 

Brinton,  John  H.  Mentioned .  141 

Brinton,  William  P.  Mentioned .  Ill,  518,  519,  912,  987 

Britton,  John.  Mentioned .  .540,  541 

Brock’s  Gap,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  6, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam¬ 
paign,  Any.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Report  of  Torhert,  p.  430;  itinerary, 
p.  102 ;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  578. 

Bron.son,  Nelson.  Mentioned . 981 
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Brooks,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  975 

Brooks,  George  W.  Mentioned .  978 

Brooks,  Horace.  Mentioned .  976 

Brough,  John.  Mentioned .  781 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ohio,  (iovernor  of. 

Brower,  Jabez  M.  Mentioned . .  i . . .  108, 126, 138,  215,  985 

Brower,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  124 

Brown,  Addison,  jr.  Mentioned .  107,208 

Brown,  Allison  L.  Mentioned . .  627 

Brown,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  130 

Brown,  E.  Parmly.  Mentioned .  331 

Brown,  Hamilton  A.  Mentioned .  1012 

Brown,  J.  Thompson.  Mentioned .  582 

Brown,  William  H.  Mentioned .  771 

Brown,  William  R.  ^Mentioned .  110, 129, 982 

Brownell,  William  H.  P.  Mentioned .  331 

Brownell,  William  R.  Mentioned . ' .  300 

Brown’s  Gap,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  26,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam¬ 
paign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 18G4.  Reports  of 
Kidd,  James  H.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Powell,  William  H. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  85;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  576. 

Bruce,  John  M.  Mentioned .  977 

Brucetown,  Va.  Skirmishes  near  Winchester,  Va.,  and  near,  Sept.  7,  1864. 

See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  Itiner¬ 
ary,  p.,105;  joimial  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  572. 

Bryan,  Goode.  Mentioned .  566,589,593,594,893 

Bryan,  Timothy  M.,  jr.  Mentioned . .  470 

Buckhannon,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at.  Sept.  27-28, 1864.  See  IVest  Virginia. 
Witcher's  Expedition  into,  Sept.  17-28,  1864. 

Buckley,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  277 

Buckley,  William  W.  Mentioned .  986 

Bucklyn,  John  K.  Mentioned . 272 

Buell,  Marquis  D.L.  Mentioned . 854 

Buffington,  Stanard.  Mentioned .  ,  641 

Bukey,  Van  H. 

Correspondence  Avith  Milton  Wells . 395 

Mentioned .  110, 129,  387,  390, 982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Noa^  28,  1864  .  394 

Bulkley,  William  S.  Mentioned .  118,316 

Bulltown,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  20,  1864 .  1 

Bumgard,  J.  Mentioned .  640 

Bunker,  E.  E. 

CorresjAOudence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  705,716 

Mentioned .  705,  724 

Bunker  Hill,  W.  Va. 

Actions  at. 

Sept.  2,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of  Averell,  j).  497;  Sheridan,  p.  22;  journal  of  Hotchkiss, 
p. 572. 

Sept.  3, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. 
^Rejyorts  of  Averell,  p.  497;  Sheridan,  p.  45. 

Skirmish  at.  Sept.  13, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov. 

28,  1864.  Report  of  Averell,  p.  498.  - 
Burbridge,  Ignatius  C.  Mentioned . 
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Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Mentioned .  960 

Burch,  Isaac.  Mentioned . 138 

Burgess,  Charles. 

Mentioned .  108,  224,  229,  246,  249,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Xoy.  28,  1864 .  255 

Burgess,  William.  Correspondence  with  Darius  N.  Conch .  928,960 

Burke,  Martin.  Mentioned . 988 

Burleigh,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  788 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Max  IVehev. 

Burnham’  Walter.  Mentioned .  176 

Burns,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  176 

Burns,  William  H.  Mentioned . 119,247,253 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Mentioned .  700 

Burrell,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  138,175 

Binrrows,  De  Saussure.  Mentioned . : .  595 

Butcher,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  147,148 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  791,997 

Butler,  George.  Mentioned .  331,333,340 

Buxton,  Charles.  Mentioned .  119 

Byard,  George  W.  Mentioned .  978 

Byers,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Averell,  William  W .  781 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  690 

Mentioned . ’ .  715 

Byrnes,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned . : .  175 

Cable,  George  W.  Mentioned . 649 

Cabot,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  989 

Cadot,  Lemuel  Z. 

Mentioned . . .  110, 129, 410,  411 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cami)aigM,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  412,413 

Cadwalader,  George. 

Assignments  to  command .  840,  928 

Correspondence  with 

’  Couch,  Darius  N  * .  809 

War  Department,  U.  S .  707 

Mentioned .  55, 106,  774,  782,  808,  840,  928,  973,  980 

Cahill,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned . 109,282,325,986 

Caldwell, - .  Mentioned .  959 

Calian,  Owen.  Mentioned .  6 

Callis,  John  B.  Mentioned .  975 

Campbell,  Edward  L. 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Fisher’s  Hill,  Va. 

Battle  of.  Sept.  22,  1864  . . 170 

Skirmish  at,  Sei>t.  21, 1864  .  170 

Winchester  (or  the  Opequon),  Va.  Battle  of.  Sept.  19, 1864 .  170 

Mentioned. . . .  107, 112, 120, 125, 131, 151,  L54, 162-164, 166, 167, 171, 175, 179,  181,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  168 

Campbell,  Levi,  jr.  Mentioned .  395 

Canadian  Line.  Alfairs  on,  generally.  Communication  from  Albert  M.  Har¬ 
per  .  .  929 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  Mentioned .  307 

Candee,  Franklin  J.  Mentioned .  118 
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Cannon,  Henry  G.  R(‘port  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Noy.  28, 

1864  . 595 

Capehart,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  983 

Capehart,  Henry.  Mentioned.  84,  111,  117, 124, 130, 136, 499,  506,  509,  510, 512, 514, 678 

Capron,  Albert.  Mentioned . 540 

Captured  Property.  See  Properiy  Captured. 

Carlin,  John.  Mentioned .  983 

Carpenter,  James  W.  Mentioned .  537 

Carpenter,  John  C.  Mentioned .  573 

Carpenter,  OrriiiB.  Mentioned .  138,229,257 

Carr,  Henry  B.  Mentioned . 359 

Carr,  John  W.  Mentioned .  355 

Carr,  Gk)uverneur. 

Correspondence  with  William  11.  Emory .  846 

Mentioned . .  109, 127,  985 

Carrington,  W.  A.  Mentioned .  589 

Carroll,  John  S.  P.  Mentioned .  129,  410, 411 

Carse,  George  B.  Mentioned .  979 

Carson,  James  O.  Correspondence  with  Darius  N.  Couch .  929 

Carter,  Asa  B.  Mentioned .  119,402 

Carter,  John  B.  Mentioned . 119 

Carter,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  557,  559,  563, 567,  580 

Cartwright,  John  W.  Mentioned .  138 

Casey,  Silas.  Mentioned .  975 

Casualties  in  Action.  Confederate  Troops  uwd  Union  Troops,  Casualties. 

Pet  urns  of. 

Caswell,  Charles  W.  Mentioned...: .  147,148 

Cating,  James.  Mentioned .  474,  477 

Catlin,  Lynde.  Correspondence  with 

Wallace,  Lew .  806 

Wehh,  Francis  I.  D .  765 

Cavalry  Corps,  Middle  Military  Division. 

Itineraries.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  89-106 

Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A.,  assigned  to  command  of . . .  501 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.  • 

Actions  at. 

Oct.  13, 1864.  Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  372 

See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  CampaUjn,  Any.  7-Xov.  28,1864.  Reports  of 
Crook,  George.  Harris,  Thomas  M.  Tori  ert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Devin,  Thomas  C. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.82, 83, 100, 103;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.579. 

Nov.  12, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Eirdseye,  Mortimer  B.  Ives,  Braytoii.  Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Cummings,  William  G.  Pennington,  Alexander  C.  M. 

Also  itineraries,  pj).  91, 100,  103;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  j).  584. 

Battle  of,  Oct.  19, 1864. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  131-139, 176,  230,  252,  325,  366 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  452 

Bukey,VanH .  395 

Custer,  George  A .  528 

Kellogg,  Horace .  385 

Lincoln,  Abraham . 62 
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Cedar  Creek,  Va.— Continued. 

Battle  of,  Oct.  19,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Merritt,  Wesley . .  452,  453 

Potter,  Andrew .  382 

Suter,  John .  892 

Teters,  Wilbert  B . ^ .  384 

AVells,  Milton .  397 

Wilkie,  Frederick  C . - .  383 

Withers,  Henry  H .  393 

See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Kov.  28,  1804.  Reporis  of 


Allen,  Charles  F. 

Gihhs,  Frjink  C. 

Keafie,  Alfred. 

Ball,  William  H. 

Goggin,  James  M. 

Parr,  .Tolin  G. 

Bennett,  John  W. 

Graliam,  Harvey. 

Pennington,  Alex.ander  C.  M. 

Binkley,  Otho  H. 

Granger.  Moses  M. 

Pottei',  Andrew. 

Birdseye,  Mortimer  B. 

Grant,  Lewis  A. 

Robertson,  Peter. 

Birge,  Henry  W. 

Grimes.  Bryan. 

Salshury,  .Tohn  A. 

Bukey,  Van  H. 

Harris,  Thomas  M. 

Sherid.an,  Philip  H. 

Cadot,  Lemuel  Z. 

Hayes,  Rutherford  B. 

Shunk,  David. 

Chandler,  Ch.arles  G. 

HeaB",  John  G. 

Simms,  James  P. 

Coates,  Benjamin  F. 

Hill,  Joseph  C. 

Snow,  .Tohn  S. 

Comly,  James  M. 

Hoge.  Geoi  ge  W. 

Sn^-der,  .Tames  W. 

Cowand,  David  G. 

Howard,  Ocran  H. 

Suter,  John. 

Crook,  George. 

Hufty,  Baldwin. 

Teters,  Wilbert  B. 

Crowninshield,  Casper. 

Hyde,  Thomas  W. 

•  Thurber,  Benjamin  F. 

Custer,  George  A. 

Ives,  Brayton. 

Torhert,  Alfrc'd  T.  A. 

Darnall,  William  5V. 

Janeway,  Jacoh  .T. 

Van  Etten,  Orsamns  R. 

Devin,  Thomas  C. 

Keifer,  J.  Warren. 

Warner,  James  M. 

Dcvol,  Hir.am  F. 

Kellogg,  Horace. 

'  Wells,  Milton. 

Du  Pont,  Henry  A. 

Kidd,  James  H. 

Wildes,  Thomas  F. 

Early,  Juhal  A. 

L(;e,  Rohei  t  E. 

Wilkie,  Fi-ederick  C. 

Emerson.  William. 

Lomax,  Lunsford  L. 

Winston,  Jtdin  R. 

Emory,  William  H. 

McKnight,  James. 

Withers,  Henry  H. 

Farmer,  George  E. 

McMillan,  .Tames  W 

Wolcott,  John  A. 

Ferguson,  William  D. 

May,  Lewis  A . 

Wright,  Edward. 

French,  Winsor  B. 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Getty,  George  W. 

Molineux,  Edward  I.. 

Young,  John  F. 

Ghiselin,  James  T. 

Munk,  William. 

kirmishes  at. 

Aug.  12, 1864.  See 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1804. 

Reports  of 

Crook,  George. 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr. 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Devin,  Thomas  C. 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Torbei't,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Kidd.  .Tames  H. 

Also  iiinerarles,  pp.  92,  98;  journal  of  JTotchliss,  j).  .568. 

Auo;.  1.5, 1864.  See  Shetuindoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1804. 
flournal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  ,569. 

Cedar  Run  Church,  Va.  Adair  at,  Oct.  17,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  J’alley 
Campaign,  Aug.  7-J8or.  28,  1804.  Report  of  Torl)ert,p.  432;  ilin- 
eraries,  ])]>.  100,  103. 

Cedarville,  Va.  Skirmish  near.  Sept.  20,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam¬ 
paign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864.  Report  of  Arerell,  ]>.  499. 

Cedarville  (Guard  Hill,  or  Front  Royal),  Va.  Eiyiragement  at,  Au<>;.  16, 
1864.  S('e  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Xor.  28,  1804, 
Reporis  of 

IJeaiie,  Charles  W.  Kidd.  .Tames  II.  Sheridan,  riiilip  II. 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Lee,  Rolao  t  E.  Torheri,  AI  fred  T.  A. 

Gihhs.  All'nal.  Merritt,  Wesley. 

Also  itinerary,  ]>.  92;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  569. 
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Centerville,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Sept.  14,  1864.  Eeport  of  Harrison  H. 

Hagans .  639 

Chaffin,  William  H.  Mentioned .  119 

Chamberlin,  George  Fi.  Mentioned .  211 

Chamberlin,  J ames.  Mentioned .  758 

Chamberlin,  John  W.  Mentioned .  110,  377,  379 

Chamberlin,  William  N.  Mentioned . .* .  480,485 

Chamber.'s,  William  R.  W.  Mentioned .  980 

Chancellor, - .  Mentioned .  509 

Chandler,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned .  549 

Chandler,  Charles  G. 

Mentioned . 229 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  244 

Chandler,  Robert.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Martin  I).  Hardin. 

Chapman,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  James  H.  Wilson .  867,  885,  971 

Mentioned .  25,  38,  39,  55, 101, 104, 105,  111,  117,  424, 

428,  470,  516-520,  675,  676,  779,  795,  835,  848,  903,  912,  913,  936,  964,  965,  987 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  542 

Chapman,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  634 

Chapman,  William  H.  Mentioned .  441,634 

Charles,  William  S.  Mentioned . .  109, 128, 137,  305,  348 

Charlestown,  W.  Va.  . 

Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  22, 1864,  See  Shenandoah  Valle)/  Campaign,  A  ug.  7-Nov.  £S,  1864. 
Reports  of 


Duval,  Is.iac  K.  SlaeriJan,  I'liilip  H.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  94, 101, 104;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  570. 


Aug.  29, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Merritt,  p.  441;  itinerary,  p.  73. 

Nov.  29, 1864.  Report  of  Natlianiel  Payne .  673 

Skirmishes  near. 

Aug.  15, 1864  . : .  8 

Aug.  21, 1864.  See  Welch’s  (or  Flowing)  Spring,  near  Charlestown,  W. 

Va.  Skirmish  at.  • 

Aug.  26, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Sheridan,  p.  21;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  571. 

Chase,  Frederick,  Mentioned .  109, 128 

Cheney,  Nathan  C,  Mentioned . 139 

Cherrington,  Homer  C.  Mentioned .  363,364 

Chester,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . 540 

Chester,  John  A.  Mentioned .  542 

Chewniiig,  A,  J.  Mentioned .  705 

Chichester,  Arthur  M.  Mentioned .  573,  578 

Child,  Willard  A.  Mentioned .  230 

Chipman,  Norton  P. 

Corre.spondence  with 

Averell,  William  W .  823,  858,  877 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  870 

Sheridan,  Philip  H . 953 

War  Department,  U.  S .  792, 


812,  822,  823, 842,  858,  859,  870,  871,  880,  881,  896,  906,  917,  932,  940,  953,  954 
Mentioned .  43,  779,  787,  792,  867,  957 
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Churchman,  Caleb. 

Correspondence  with 

Lockwood,  Henry  H . 718 

Wallace,  Lew . 716 

Mentioned .  717,  718 

Claflin,  Ira  W.  Mentioned . , .  107, 125,  975 

Clammer,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  395 

Clark,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  512 

Clark,  Eusebius  S.  Mentioned .  119,  326 

Clark,  Ezra  W.,  jr.  For  corresj)ondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  X.  Duffie. 

Clark,  Gideon. 

Mentioned .  107, 125,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Canipaitrn,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  189 

Clark,  John  B.  Mentioned . .  751,  766,  869,  981 

Clark,  Leander.  Mentioned .  128,  3.53 

Clark,  Leonard.  Mentioned . 495,505,726,736 

Clark,  Orton  S.  Mentioned .  305 

Clark,  Sidney  E. 

Mentioned .  108 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  315,  316 

Clark,  William  F.,  jr.  Mentioned .  138 

Clarke,  Asaph  M.  Mentioned .  266 

Clarke,  Augustus  P.  Mentioned .  474 

Claypool,  Charles  D.  Mentioned .  125 

Clendenin,  George,  jr.  Mentioned .  199,200,202 

Cleveland,  Chester  D.  Mentioned .  176 

Clitz,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  988 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  See  Munitions  of  JFar. 

Cloward,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  138, 270 

Clyburn,  Benjamin  R.  Mentioned .  566,595 

Clyde,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  147 

Coalsmouth,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  30,  1864.  See  Kanawha  Valley,  JJ\ 

Va.  Nounnan's  Expedition  into,  Sept,33-Oct.  1,  1864. 

Coates,  Benjamin  F. 

Mentioned .  110, 116, 123, 129, 135,  403,  404,  409, 410,  412,  982 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  410,411 

Coates,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned .  987 

Cobb,  Norvell.  Mentioned . .' .  1012 

Cobb,  William  L.  Mentioned . 377 

Cogswell,  William  H.  Mentioned .  118 

Coit,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  .568 

Colburn,  Artemas  B.  Mentioned .  119 

Cole,  Gabriel.  Mentioned .  .550 

Cole,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  74.5,849,983  - 

Coleman,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  1013 

Coleman,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  107, 126, 138,  196, 198,  200,  201 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  202,  203 

Coles,  Frank  H.  Mentioned .  980 

Collett,  William  H.  Mentioned .  39.5 

Colt,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned .  185 

Columbia  Furnace,  Va.  Skirmish  ne.ar,  Oct.  7, 1864.  iiee  Shenandoah  Valley 
Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,1864.  Keports  of 
Bennett,  John  5V.  Leo,  Robert  E.  Torbert,  Allred  T.  A. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  100. 
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Colvin,  Sidney  T.  Mentioned . 248 

Comly,  James  M. 

Mentioned .  110, 129, 982 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  407,  408 

Compson,  Hartwell  B.  Mentioned .  542-544 

Comstock,  Apollos.  Mentioned .  340 

Conant,  Oliver  J.  Mentioned .  976 

Confederate  Troops. 


Casualties.  Returns  of.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 


1864  .  557 

Mentioned.  Engineers — Regiments:  3d,  584. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Valley  District,  Army  of  the .  564-567, 1002, 1003, 1011-1013 

Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Department  of .  1013 

Congdon,  James  A.  Mentioned .  619,620,738 

Conger,  Seymour  B.  Mentioned .  495,505,726,735 

Congress,  U.  S. 

Medals  of  Honor  awarded  by,  for  distinguished  services  in  Shenandoah 

Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  550 

Thanks  of,  to  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  for  victories  in  Shenandoah  Valley 

Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  63 

Conkling,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  979 

Conn,  Eli.  Mentioned .  204 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Regiments :  2d,  107, 112, 120, 125, 131, 162, 163, 173-182,  984. 

Cavalry— /?e^//we/;fs ;  1st,  100, 103,  111,  117, 130, 529,  532,  533,  535,  536,  675,  978, 
987. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7ts  ;  9th,  109, 114,  122, 128, 133,  282,  319,  325-328,  727,  986; 
12th,  108, 114, 122, 127, 133,  290,  291,  294,  302,  314-317,  985 ;  13th,  109, 114, 
122, 128, 133,  330,  334,  340;  18th,  981. 


Conner,  James. 

Mentioned .  566,  579,  590,  591, 1030 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  592 

Connors,  James.  Mentioned .  550 

Conover,  William  W.  Mentioned .  224 

Coogle,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned . '  88 

Cook,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned .  979 

Cook,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned . 546 

Cook,  Philip. 

Assignment  to  command . 993 

Mentioned .  564,  598-601,  993,  1002, 1011, 1013 

Cook,  Roger  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Howe,  Albion  P .  724 

Weber,  Max .  724 

Mentioned .  620,  623,  628,  630, 858,  982 

Reports  of  skirmish  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  Aug.  21, 1864 .  636 

Cooke,  John  S.  Mentioned .  128 

Cooley,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  128,  343,  344 

Coons,  Jonas.  Mentioned .  331,  335 

Cooper,  Aaron  K.  Mentioned../. .  139' 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  993,996,1008 

For  corresiiondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (ieneraVs  Office,  C.  S  A. 
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Coover,  John  B.  Mentioned . 145 

Copeland,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  331,335 

Coppinger,  John  J.  Mentioned .  435,522 

Core,  Andrew  S.  Mentioned . 724 

Core,  Christian  J.  Mentioned .  395 

Cornish,  William  T.  Mentioned .  107,171 

Cornwell,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  224 

Cornyn,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  229,  246, 248,  249,  263 

Corsa,  William  H.  Mentioned .  331 

Corse,  Montgomery  D.  Mentioned .  952,953,961 

Cosby,  George  B.  Mentioned .  585 

Cosner,  Katy.  Mentioned . 950 

Costin,  Ellison  L.  Mentioned .  593 

Couch,  Darius  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjiitant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  737,  756,  774, 821,  840,  855 

Averell,  William  W .  797,  888,  894,  911 

Bowen,  Lot . ' .  707 

Burgess,  William .  928, 960 

Cadwalader,  George .  809 

Carson,  James  O . , . • .  929 

Freese,  J.  G .  840 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  693,  706,  718,  719,  774,  782, 808,  821,  928,  939, 973 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  694,702,706 

Kowley,  Thomas  A .  830 

Schnltze,  John  S .  694,  774 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  725,808 

Szink,  Jacob . . .  929 

Thayer,  Amos  M .  706,  880,  939 

Walker,  Samuel .  929,  960 

War  Department,  U.  S .  706,  756,  840 

Warren,  Edward  M .  973 

AVhiting,  Daniel  P .  970 

Mentioned .  55,  106,501,694, 

718,  753,  754,  756,  788, 809,  830,  855,  856,  889,  928,  929,  960,  970,  973,  974,  979 

Courtney,  William  H.  Mentioned .  980 

Cove  Point,  Md.  Affair  at,  Aug.  22, 1864.  Report  of  George  D.  Odell .  637 

Cowan,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  985 

Co  wand,  David  G. 

Mentioned .  564,608 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam])aign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 . . .  601,  607 

Cox,  William  R.  Mentioned .  564,  598-601, 1002, 1011, 1013 

Craig,  John  R.  Mentioned . . . 364 

Crampton,  Harvey.  Correspondence  with  Jeremiah  C.  Sullivan .  905 

Crawford,  Daniel  L.  Mentioned .  204 

Crawford,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  64 

Creed,  John.  Mentioned . 550 

Crocker,  Ulric.  Mentioned .  550 

Crofton,  Robert  E.  A.  Mentioned .  089 

Crook,  George. 

Assignments  to  command .  739,062 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  Department  of  West  Virginia.. . .  747 
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Crook,  George — Continued.^ 

Correspondence  witli 

Alfred  N .  796,  924,  949 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . .  648, 

662,  781,  790,  805,  806,  853,  868,  887,  915,  926,  938,  950,  958 

Latliam,  George  R .  661 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  744,  794,  864,  883,  890,  917,  920 

Weher,  Max .  850,  886,  968 

Wright,  Horatio  G . 816 

Designation  of  command  of,  to  he  Army  of  West  Virginia .  726 

Mentioned .  19-21,  23-27, 

.  34, 40-50, 52-55,  59-61,  66,  67,  71,  73,  74,  76,  79-83, 110, 115,118, 123, 124,128, 
134, 137, 149, 150, 153, 155, 156, 158-160, 162, 164, 167, 174, 177,  179,  180,  182, 
187, 192,  200,  201,  223,  225,  227,  228,  232,  237,  242,  249,  251,  253,  256,  259,  261, 

.  264,  265,  267-270,  280,  281, 284,  291,  296,  308,  312,  314,  317,  319,  322,  328,  329, 
333,  338,  341,  342,  346,  347,  349-353,  355,  358,  363,  365,  367,  368,  370,  373,  376, 
380,  381,  386,  389,  391,  393,  394,  396,  397,  399, 400,  403,  404,  406,  407,  478,  493, 
496,  498,  499,  504,  546,  553,  560,  561,  564,  581,  593,  596,  598,  599,  630,  657,  658^ 
668,  669,  702,  726,  732,  739,  740,  752,  761,  769,  775,  776,  800,  811-814,  821,  843^, 
847,  850,  853,  863,  864,  880, 886, 887, 892,  896,  898,  911,  915-919,  924,  926, 931, 
934,  938,  940,,  941,  944,  949,  952,  954,  958,  960,  962,  969,  974,981,997,1009,1031 
Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camx)aign,  Aug.  7-iS'ov.  28, 1864  .  360,  361,  363,  365 

Crooks,  John  W.  Mentioned .  248 

Crookston,  Absalom.  Mentioned .  975 

Crosman,  George  H.  Mentioned .  737 

Cross,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  146,147 

Crossman,  Horace  F.  Mentioned .  981 

.  Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.  Mentioned .  720 

Crownin.shield,  Casper. 

Mentioned .  97,  111,  130, 136,  461,  483,  491, 492,  671,  672,  986 

Reports  of 

Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester 

into,  Nov.  28-Dec.  3, 1864 .  672 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  491 

Crum,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  138 

Crumley, - .  Mentioned .  595 

Cullen,  James.  Mentioned .  988 

Culpeper,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  19, 1864  .  1 

Cummings,  William.  Mentioned .  395 

Cummings,  William  G. 

Mentioned .  545,  546 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  548 

Cumpston,  James.  Mentioned  .  5.50 

Cunningham,  William  H.  Mentioned .  331 

Currie,  Leonard  D.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  873 

Mentioned . . .  77, 109, 127,  294,  815,  911,  941,  944,  949,  985 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned .  706,737,756,774 

For  corresiK)ndence,  etc.,  see  Pennsylvania,  Governor  of. 

Curtis,  Dlliott  M.  Mentioned . 321 

Curtis,  Oscar  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  308 

Mentioned .  108,  292,  305,  308 

Curtis,  William  B.  Mentioned .  83,128,395 
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Custer,  George  A. 

Congratulatory  address.  Slieuandoali  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  . 527 

Correspondence  with 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  722,730 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  528,  529,  921,  922 

Wilson,  James  H .  922 

Mentioned  ....  17, 19,  21,  29,  31,  33,  36,  38,  39,  45,  50,  52-54,  56,  62,  84,  91,  111,  116, 130, 
137,  156,  285,  310,  377,  422,  423,  425-435,  437-441,  443,  445-448,  453,  454,  459- 
466,  469,  470,  472-474,  477,  479-482,  485,  487,  488,  490,  498,  507,  508,  517,  519, 
526-528, 532,  534,  536,  541,  543,  544,  546,  547,  553,  578,  584,  616,  679,  769,  816, 
822,  890,  891,  910,  912,  915,  917,  921,  923-925,  935,  937,  948,  966,  986, 1032 
Reports  of . 

Lacey’s  Springs,  Va.  Expedition  from  Kernstown  to,  Dec.  19-22,  1864, 

etc .  674 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  454,  520,  .522 

Custer,  Jesse.  Mentioned . 331 

Cutwright,  Mifflin.  Mentioned .  398 

Cut shaw,  Wilfred  E.  Mentioned .  567 

Dailies,  John.  Mentioned .  421 

Dalton,  Henry  R. 

Mentioned .  151,163,173 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  163 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  J. 

Damon,  George  B.  Mentioned . 224,230 

Dana,  Amasa  E.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Wesley  Merrill. 

Dana,  Charles  A.  Mention«d .  870 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary,  see  War  Deparimeni ,  U.  S. 

Daniel,  Junius.  Mentioned .  1012 

Darkesville,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  2, 1864 .  9 

Sept.  10,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  1?S,  18C)4. 
lleport  of  A rerell,  p.  498;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  573. 

Darling,  Daniel  H. 

Mentioned .  130,  459-461 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  468 

Darling,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  321 

Darnall,  William  W. 

Ment i oned . . .  128,  335 

R(‘port  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  336 

Davenport,  William  S.  Mentioned .  540 

Davidson,  Henry  B.  Mentioned . 566 

Davis,  Charles.  Mentioned .  3.54 

Davis,  David  J.  Mentioned . 118 

Davis,  Edwin  P.  IV^entioned .  76, 108, 127, 133,  281,  284,  293,  306,  308-313,  985 

Davis,  George.  Mentioned . 550 

Davis,  GreenliefP.  Mentioned .  980 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  witli 

L(^e,  Robert  F .  990,  992,  996 

War  Department,  C.  S .  991,  994 

Mentioned .  990,  991,  994 

Davis,  Littleton  D.  Mentioned .  785 

Davis,  Martin  W.  Mentioned .  107,  207,  208,  984 
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Davis,  Nathan.  Mentioned . . . . .  = » .  ^ . .  * .  ^ ^ .  392 

Davis,  William.  Mentioned . . .  832 

Dawson,  Samuel  K.  Mentioned .  987,989 

Day,  Hiram  W.  Mentioned.  .  224,  228,  229,  232,  234 

Day,  Nicholas  W.  Mentioned .  109, 128,  280,  319,  321,  326,  331,  33.5,  986 

Dean,  Bradley.  Mentioned .  331 

Dean,  Daniel  S.  Mentioned .  355 

Dean,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Gihl)S .  622 

Mentioned .  629-632,786 

Testimony  of.  Board  of  Inquiry  on  attack  on  Union  supply  train,  Aug. 

13,  1864  .  631, 632 

Deane,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned .  130,459-461,465 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  466 

De  Blanc,  Alcibiades.  Mentioned .  1012 

Decker,  Elmer  F.  Mentioned .  459,527 

Deeter,  Joshua  S.  Mentioned .  119,248,258 

De  Forest,  John  W.  Mentioned .  316 

De  La  Paturelle,  Honore.  Mentioned . 127 

Delaware.  Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  Lynde  Catlin .  806 

Delaware  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Co/77/?a/7/es.'  Milligan’s,  717,  766.  Regiments:  1st,  644,  64.5,  717, 

718,  765,  854,  980. 

Infantry — Regiments:  7th,  751. 

Deming,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  977 

Depew,  Gilbert.  Mentioned . . . .  542 

Derrick,  Clarence.  Mentioned . 597 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C . . .  872.  900 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  901 

Mentioned .  861,  881,  963,  976 

Deserters.  Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Couch,  Darius  N .  821,  840,  855 

War  Department,  U.  S .  840 

Devenney,  Wesley.  Mentioned .  138,  229,  259 

Devin,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  474 

Merritt,  Wesley .  834 

Mentioned . \  19,  49,  53,  55,  83,  92,  111,  116. 130, 136,  157,  415,  417,  422,  423,  427- 

429,  431,  434,  435,  438,  439,  441,^  442,  444-447,  449-452,  459,  473-475,  480,  485- 
488,  490-492,  495,  500,  526,  527,  671-673,  711,  801,  802,  817,  822,  865,  957,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.7-Nov.  28,1864  .  470, 

474,  475,  481,  483 

Devol,  Hiram  F. 

Mentioned .  110, 116, 123, 129, 135,  403,  404,  406,  410,  982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  406 

Dewey,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  126,  246 

De  Witt,  David  P. 

Correspondence  with  Lew.  Wallace .  869 

Mentioned .  9^1 

Dexter,  Sir  N.  Mentioned .  119 
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Di  Cesnola,  Louis  P. 

Correspondence  with  Wesley  Merritt .  770,  847,  864,  865,  890,  891,  921,  946 

Mentioned . .  470-474,  884,  885,  912,  956,  962 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  469 

Dickens,  Fannie.  Mentioned .  184 

Dickinson,  Leonard  A.  Mentioned . * .  316 

Dillingham,  Edwin.  Mentioned  . . .  108, 119,  222,  232,  243,  985 

Dillman,  Sylvester  S.  Mentioned .  118,  350 

Disosway,  I.srael  C.  Mentioned .  377,380,381 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Thomas  F.  Wildes. 

District  of  Columbia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments  :  1st,  2d,  977. 

Dix,  John  A. 

Corresimndence  with 

Adjntant-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A .  8*09 

Hays,  William . 961 

War  Department,  U.  S .  809,  961 

Mentioned .  767,809,987 

Dodge,  Horace  O.  Mentioned .  947 

Dodge,  Richard  I.  Mentioned .  979 

Doles,  George.  Mentioned . : .  993,1013 

Donley,  Sylvester  W.  Mentioned . 119 

Donnelly,  James  P.  Mentioned .  402 

Donohue,  Michael. 

Correspondence  with  Nathan  Wilkinson . 705 

Mentioned .  983 

Donovan,  John  H.  Mentioned .  976  , 

Doughty,  John  B.  Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  . 191 

Douglas,  William  H.  Mentioned .  363 

Douw,  John  D.  P. 

Mentioned .  107, 138, 151, 175 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  182 

Downey,  James  M.  Correspondence  with  Cdiristopher  C.  Augur .  776 

Draft. 

Enforcement  of.  Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A .  961 

Hays,  William .  961 

Resistance  to.  Communication  from  Darius N.  Couch . 973 

Drew,  George  A.  Mentioned .  459 

Dry  Run,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  23,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  VaJJeij  Campaign, 

Ang.  7-Nov.  SS,  1864.  liejmHs  of  Gibson,  xn  514 ;  Powell,  in  .509. 

Drysdale,  James.  Mentioned .  984 

Du  Bois,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  141, 143, 145 

Dudley,  James  S.  Mentioned .  975 

Dudley,  Nathan  A.  M. 

Corresimndence  with  William  H.  Emory . 701 

Mentioned . 36,78,700 

Dudrow,  J.  P.  Mentioned .  224,248,250,256 

Duffie,  Alfred  N. 

Corresiiondence  witli 

Averell,  William  W .  688,  703 

Crook,  George .  796,  924,  949 

Greenfield,  Andrew  J . 803 
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Duffie,  Alfred  N. — Continued. 

Correspondence  witli 

Hunter,  David . . .  703,  713,  733 

Kelley,  Benjamin  E .  688,  703,  704,  713,  733,  748,  763 

Slieridan,  Philip  H .  725,733 

Stevenson,  John  D .  837,  893,  903,  914,  924 

Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A .  818,851 

Weber,  Max .  748 

Wilson,  Janies  II .  819 

Wynkoop,  John  E .  949 

Mentioned . ‘ .  18, 19,  35, 186, 

422-425,  502,  516,  631,  685,  689-691,  714,  721,  733,  738,  748,  772,  773,  788,  789 

802,  805,  826,  828,  833,  845,  849,  852,  886,  896,  914,  924,  932,  951,  958,  967,  983 

Duffield’s  Station,  W.  Va. 

Affair  at,  Oct.  14, 1864 . 10 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  27, 1864  .  9 

Duggan,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned .  130,  461 

Duhigg,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  119 

Duncan,  Ashbell  F.  Mentioned . .  Ill,  119,  732 

Dungan,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  565,1003,1012 

Dunlap,  Jacob  R.  Mentioned . 392 

Dunlop,  R.  S.  Mentioned .  592 

Dunn,  Ambrose  C.  Mentioned .  509,515 

Dupont,  Charles.  Mentioned .  976 

Du  Pont,  Henry  A. 

Mentioned .  110, 124, 129, 135,  363,  366,  417, 418,  983 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  413,  419 

Durland,  Coe.  Mentioned . . .  111,125,186,473,474,986 

Durst, - .  Mentioned .  992 

Duval,  Isaac  H. 

Mentioned .  25, 

55,  82, 110, 116,  360-362,  367-369,  374,  376,  386-390,  396,  399-402,  405,  409,  982 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. . . . .  399,  400 

Dwight,  Augustus  W.  Mentioned . ^ .  126 

Dwight,  William. 

Charges  and  specifications  against,  in  battle  of  Winchester  (or  the  Oi)e- 

.  quon),  Va.,  Sept.  19,1864 .  300-306 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Battle  of  Winchester  (or  the  Ope(iuon),  A^a., 

Sept.  19, 1864 .  307 

Correspondence  with 

Beal,  George  L .  825 

Curtis,  Oscar  H . .  308 

Emory,  William  H .  295,  300,  307,  824 

Leefe,JohnG .  298 

Phiiiney,  Stewart  W .  300 

Pollard,  Henry  M .  299 

Sheridan,  Philij)  H .  306 

^  Underhill,  Charles  W . : .  299 

Mentioned .  108, 114, 121, 127, 133, 156, 174,  279-282,  287,  288,  290,  292,  294-296, 

298-308,  310-312,  314,  317-319,  323,  324,  330,  331,  334,  346,  348,  349,  944,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  287 

Dwyer,  Philip.  Mentioned .  489 

Dyer,  David  H.  Mentioned .  988 

Dyer,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  985 
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Earl,  Warren..  Mentioned .  220 

Early,  Jubal  A. 

Correspondence  witli 

Anderson,  Richard  li .  1001, 1007 

Bragg,  Braxton . 1008 

Breckinridge,  John  C .  991-993,  1000, 1001,  1005-1007, 1010 

.  Lee,  Roljert  E .  558,  990,  996,  998, 1006, 1009 

Longstreet,  James _ ^ .  52 

A¥ar  Department,  C.  S .  998 

Mentioned .  3, 18-21,  23-31,  36,  37, 13-17,  49,  55,  68,  72,  82,  215,  351,  352,  392, 

422,  437,  442,  444,  445,  451,  465,  468,  496,  498,  507,  513,  517,  519,  551-554,  557, 
564, 565,  567-569,  571,  574, 575,  578, 580-583,  585,  587,  588, 596, 598,  609,  611- 
613,  622,  667,  679,  685,  688,  689,  701,  711,  714,  720,  725,  732-734,  737,  740,  772, 
775,  783,  791,  799,  811,  812, 822,  823,  838,  840-842,  858,  883,  893,  897,  898, 906- 
908, 910,  912,  917,  928,  932,  952,  953,  958,  961,  967,  972,  990,  992,  993,  995,  997, 
1000, 1001, 1004-1007, 1010-1012, 1015, 1016, 1018, 1024, 1027,1028,1030,1031 
Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864.  554,  557,  559-561 
East,  Department  of  the.  Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc., 

Ang.  31,  1864 .  987-989 

Easton,  Hyman  N.  Mentioned .  535 

Ebright,  Aaron  W.  Mentioned .  108, 119,  222,  246,  247,  264,  985 

Echols,  John. 

Assignment  to  command .  1005 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  1010 

Breckinridge,  John  C .  641 

Mentioned .  566,  597, 1005,  1011 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.  Correspondence  witli 

Lawrence,  George  J .  760 

Rnpley,  S.  K . 949 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  857 

Eckman,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  199,  200,  202,  205 

Edenbiirg,  Va.  Skirmishes  near. 

Sept.  23,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaiyn,  Any.  7-Xov.  !2S,lS64.  lie- 
port  of  Devin,  p.  476. 

Nov.  7,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Any.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Re¬ 
port  of  Darling,  p.  468. 

Edgar,  George  M.  Mentioned .  281,407,597 

Edwards,  Oliver. 

Correspondence  with 

Russell,  David  A .  744 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  621,794 

Wright,  Horatio  G .  814 

Mentioned. 67, 107,  112, 125, 151, 162-164, 168,  169, 188,  253,  514,  626,  627,  744,  778,  984 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  183-186 

Edwards,  William.  Mentioned .  483 

Egan,  H.  J.  Mentioned .  1003 

Eigenbrodt,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  966 

Einsiedel,  Detleo  von.  Mentioned .  975 

Elison,  John  A.  Mentioned .  899,954 

Elkins,  Clark.  Mentioned .  395 

Ellis,  Milton  A.  Correspondence  with  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  921 

Ellis,  Philip  H.  Mentioned . ., . . .  435 

Ellis,  Rudolph.  Mentioned .  435 
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Ely,  William  G.  Mcntioiiecl .  981 

Emack,  George  M.  Meiitioued .  6 

Emerson,  William. 

M<*utioued . .  72,  74, 

108, 113, 121,  126,  132,  221,  2;^3-225,  227,  228,  230,  212,  246-248,  251,  262,  985 

Deports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  _  230,231,233 

Emmons,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned .  95,441,490 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  Gihhs. 


Emory,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Carr,  Gouverneur .  846 

Dudley,  Nathan  A.  M . 701 

Dwight,  William . 295,300,307,824 

Grover,  Cuvier .  825 

1  lunter,  David .  687,  700,  710 

Moliueux,  Edward  L .  687 

Potter,  Orson  O .  700 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.722,  744,  785, 801,  815,  824,  833,  845,  863, 883,  911,  934,  944,  964 

Tyler,  Erastus  B .  711 

Mentioned . , .  20,  25- 

27,  29,  34, 40-45,  47-50,  53, 59,  61,  69,  73-77,  79,  80,  82, 108, 114, 118, 121, 124, 
127, 133, 137, 139, 143, 146, 148-150, 152-159,  162, 164, 174, 176-179, 181, 182, 
184,  194, 197,  201,  205,  210,  213,  214,  221,  222,  225-228,  231,  234,  236,  237,  246, 
247,  251-253,  257-259,  262,  263,  265-268,  270,  271,  273,  279,  281,  283,  285-291, 
293-296,  298,  300,  302-311,  313,  314,  317,  318,  321,  324,  326,  334,  336,  340,  342, 
348,  349,  351-354,  361,  362,  365,  366,  368,  369,  373-375,  377,  380,  384,  387,  391- 
397,  404,  420,  523,  524,  527, 546, 553, 560,  561,  564,  581,  620,  630, 684,  698,  699, 
701,  710,  711,  725,  740,  761,  769,  775,  776,  778,  811,  812,  817,  824,  825,  845-848, 
864,  892,  893,  896,  898,  941,  943,  952,  962,  964,  974,  985,  994,995,997,1009,1031 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camjuaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  279,  282,  284 

Enochs,  William  H.  Mentioned .  110,129,402 

Entwistle,  James.  Mentioned .  283,320 

Euen,  Matthias  S.  Mentioned .  988 

Evans,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  649 

Evans,  Clement  A.  Mentioned .  555,  565,  570,  580,  609, 1002, 1003, 1011, 1012 

Evans,  Lem.  Mentioned .  418 

Evarts,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  48.5,630 

Everett,  James.  Mentioned .  564 

Everts,  Daniel  T.  Mentioned .  989 

Ewell,  Richard  S.  Mentioned .  582,952,953,997,1015-1018 

Ewing,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned . 616 

Ewing,  James  M.  Mentioned . .  119,  369,  389 

Fagan,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  976 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.  Scout  from,  to  Hopewell  Gap.  ^ce  JAopeiveU  Gap, 

Fa.  Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to,  Dec.  26-27,  1864. 

Fairfax  Station,  Va.  Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  8,  1864.  Communications  from 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  742,  762 

Wells,  Henry  H .  742 

Nov.  26,  1864 .  2 

Faithful,  William  T.  Mentioned . 827 

Fallon,  Michael.  Mentioned .  625,626 

Farabee,  Harvey.  Mentioned  . . . , .  8.5,  111,  130,  430,  .508 

Faris,  Joseph  A.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelle}'  ..............  888, 950 
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Farmer,  George  E. 

Mentioned .  130 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  485 

Farnsworth,  Addison.  Mentioned .  977 

Farnum,  J.  Egbert.  Mentioned .  976 

Farr,  Alpha  B.  Mentioned .  109,  304,  325,  986 

*  Farrell,  William.  Mentioned . 618 

Farrington,  Preston  M. 

Correspondence  with  Max  Weber .  622 

Mentioned .  487,  528,  986 

Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  into, 

Nov.  28-Dec.  3, 1864. 

Communication  from  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  55 

Property  captured  and  destroyed  hy  Union  troops  during .  673 

Reports  of 

Crowninshield,  Casper .  672 

Merritt,  Wesley . 671 

Fawn,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  on  Big  Sandy  River.  See  Kanawha  Valley,  TT\  Fa.  WiicheVs 
Oj)eraUons  in,  Nov.  5-12, 1864,  etc. 

Mentioned’ .  650 

Fay,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned .  108,  240,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  238 

Federhen,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  985 

Feight,  John  W.  Mentioned .  248,  269 

Fellman,  John  R.  Mentioned. . . . .  980 

Fenn,  Augustus  H.  Mentioned . 175,180 

Ferguson,  William  D. 

Mentioned .  126,229 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  241 

Ferrel,  Thornton.  Mentioned .  395 

Ferris,  Thaddeus  C.  Mentioned . 138 

Ferry,  Amasa  W.  Mentioned .  211 

Ferry,  Orris  S.  Mentioned .  106,  782 

Field,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  20,  791,  889, 890,  893,  905,  953 

Fife,  William  E.  Mentioned .  595 

Findley,  James  G.  D.  Mentioned .  402 

Finley,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  903 

Finley,  Denison  H.  Mentioned .  306,321 

Finley,  Theodore  M.  Mentioned .  977 

Fish,  Chauncey.  Mentioned .  248 

Fisher,  John. 

Mentioned .  82,88,89,656-658 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Mooreticld,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  etc .  665 

Fisher,  Joseph  W.  Meiitioned .  980 

Fisher,  Newton  D.  Mentioned .  540 

Fisher’s  Hill,  Va. 

Battle  of,  Sept.  22,  1864. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  120-124,294,321 

Communications  from 

Dwight,  William .  295,  306-307 

Emory,  William  H . 300 
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Fisher’s  Hill,  Va. — Contiuiied. 

Battle  of,  Sept.  22,  1864. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Campbell 


See  also  Shenandoah 
Adams,  George  W. 
Averell.  William  W. 
Ball,  William  H. 

Beal,  George  L. 

Bidwell.  Daniel  D. 

Birge,  Henry  W. 
Bradbury.  Albert  W. 
Cadot,  Lemuel  Z. 
Campbell,  Edward  L. 
Clark,  Sidney  E. 
Coleman,  James  H. 
Comly,  James  M. 
Cowand,  David  G. 

Crook,  George. 

Devin,  Tbomas  C. 
Dwight,  William. 

Early,  Jubal  A. 
Emerson,  William. 
Emory,  AVilliam  H. 

Fay,  Thomas  M. 

Fisk,  Henry  C. 


Galley  Campaign,  Aug.  7- 
Fletcher,  Stei)lien  C. 
Foster,  George  P. 

Getty,  George  W. 
Ghisclin,  J ames  T. 
Graham,  Harvey. 

(irover,  Cuvier. 

Hamblin,  Joseph  E. 
Harris,  Thomas  M. 
Hayes,  Butherford  B. 
Hoge,  George  W. 

Hufty,  Baldwin. 

Hunt,  Lucius  T. 

Janeway,  Jacob  J. 

Keifer,  J.  Warren. 

Lamb,  Jacob  H. 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Lomax,  Lunsford  L. 
Macauley,  Daniel. 
McGregor,  James. 
Mackenzie,  Ranald  S. 
May,  Lewis  A. 


i'.  38,  1864.  Reports  of 
Milliken,  Charles  A. 
Molineux,  Edward  L. 
Heafie,  Alfred. 

Olcott,  Egbert. 

Ricketts,  James  B. 
Robertson,  Peter. 
Sheridan,  Philip  H. 
Shunk,  David. 

Stevens,  Greenleaf  T. 
Taft,  Elijah  D. 

Taylor,  David  J. 

Thoburn,  Joseph. 
Tompkins,  Charles  H. 
Tan  Etten,  Orsamus  R. 
Warner,  James  M. 

Wells,  George  D. 

Wilson,  Bartholomew  W. 
Wolcott,  John  A. 

Wright,  Edward. 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 
Young,  John  F. 


Page. 


170 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  64,  65,  68;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  574. 


Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  21, 1864. 

Casualties.  Returas  of.  Union  trooxis .  120-124 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Cam])bell .  170 


See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Reports  of 


Bidwell,  Daniel  D. 
Binkley,  Otho  H. 
Campbell,  Edward  L. 
Coleman,  James  H. 
Foster,  George  P. 
Getty,  George  W. 
Hamblin,  Joseph  E. 


Hoge,  George  W. 
Keifer,  J.  Warren. 
McCaiTney,  William  H. 
McGregor,  J  ames. 

May,  Lewis  A. 
Prentiss,  Clifton  K. 
Randall,  Francis  J. 


Ricketts,  James  B. 
Tompkins,  Charles  H. 
AVarner,  James  M. 
Wolcott,  John  A. 
Wright,  Horatio  G. 
Young,  John  F. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  64,  71,  74;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  574. 

Oct.  20, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Xov.  28,  1864. 
Rejforts  of 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Also  itinerary,  j).  93. 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  6, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nor. 


28,  1864.  Itinerary,  j).  100. 

Fisk,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned .  107, 125,  151, 154 

Rejtorts  of  Shenandoah  Valle}'  Camxiaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  180, 181 

Fisk,  Jesse  A.  Mentioned .  119 

Fiske,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  305,  324,  327, 328 

Fitzgerald,  C.  Mentioned .  218 

Fitzgerald,  Hobart  E.  Mentioned .  977 

Fitzgerald,  Richard.  Mentioned .  119 

Fitzhugh,  Charles  L.  Mentioned .  987 

Fitzhugh,  F.  Mentioned .  668 

Fleming,  James  H.  Mentioned .  742,762 
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Fleming,  Rufus  E. 

Correspoudeuce  with  George  E.  Latham . 668,  669 

Mentioned .  87,  89,  656,  659,  660,  663 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Mooretield,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28,  1861,  etc .  662 

Fletcher,  Stephen  C. 

Mentioned .  108,  126,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1861  .  •  217 

Flood,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  581,  588 

Flory,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned .  986 

Flowing  Spring,  W.  Va.  See  fFelch’s  S})nng,  W.  Va. 

Floyd,  Horace  W.  Mentioned .  107,  126,  208,  211 

Floyd-Jones,  De  Lancey.  Mentioned . 987,988 

Flynn,  Dennis  B.  Mentioned .  256 

Foley,  Shadrach.  Mentioned . ' -  983 

Forbes,  William  H.  Mentioned .  911 

Ford,  Albert  L.  Mentioned .  511 

Ford,  Frederick  G.  W.  Mentioned . .  397 

Ford,  Joseph  B.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  895 

Forest  Hill  (or  Timberville),  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  21, 1861.  See  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley  Camijaign ,  Aug,  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Report  of  Rowell, 
p.  506 ;  itinerary,  p.  85. 

Forno,  Henry.  Mentioned . 1012 

Forrer, - .  Mentioned . A .  583 

Forsberg,  Augustus.  Mentioned . .  569, 1021 

'  Forsyth,  Charles.  Mentioned .  1013 

Forsyth,  George  A.  Mentioned .  162,720 

Forsyth,  James  W.  Mentioned .  53,  310, 113,  627,  720,  769,  827,  837,  852,  893 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

Fortney,  Ashford  E.  Mentioned .  116-118 

Fosgate,  William  A.  Mentioned .  119 

Foster,  George  P. 

Mentioned .  120, 126, 151, 151, 193, 199,  209,  213,  981 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1861.  A .  208 

Foster,  James  P.  Mentioned . .  319,  339,  310,  315,  986 

Foster,  John  G. 

Corresi^ondence  with  Henry  \V.  Halleck .  919 

Mentioned . 860 

Fountain,  Elias.  Mentioned . 138 

Foust,  Benezet  F.  Mentioned .  975 

Fox,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  550 

Frank,  Conrad.  Mentioned . 181 

Franklin,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  313 

Franklin,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Ang.  19, 1861 .  1 

Frazar,  Douglas.  Mentioned .  777 

Freeman,  Charles  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  nee  Benjamin  F. 
Kelley. 

Freeman,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned .  88 

•Freese,  J.  G.  Correspondence  witli  Darius  N.  Conch .  810 

Fremont,  John  C.  Mentioned .  666 

French,  Edwin  W.  Mentioned . . .  130,  535,  536 

French,  Frank  S.  Mentioned . P7I) 

French,  George  O.  Mentioned .  211 

French,  Peter.  Mentioned .  310 
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Page, 

French,  Winsor  B. 

Mentioned . .  108, 126,  132, 195,  211,  214,  217,  985 

Keports  of  Sheuaudoah  Valley  Cam})aign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  219,  220 

Frink,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  980 

Front  Royal,  Va. 

Engagement  at.  See  Cedarville  {Guard  BUI,  or  Front  Royal),  Va,  Enyage- 
7uent  at,  Aug.  16,  1864. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  21, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign ,  Aug.  7-Nov.  iHS,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Slicridan,  Philii)  H.  Torbert,  Allred  T.  A.j  Wilson,  James  H. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  99, 105. 

Sept.  23, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Lowell,  Charles  K.,  jr.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Also  itinerary,  j).  90. 

Nov.  22, 1864  . 10 

Frost,  Malcolm  G.  Mentioned .  546 

Fry,  James  B. 

Corresiiondence  with  Governor  of  Massachusetts .  767 

Mentioned . 840 

Fry,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 541 

Fry,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  C.  Augur .  832 

Mentioned . . .  832.  843,  844,  919,  942 

Fuller,  Richard  A.  Mentioned .  616 

Fullwood,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  980 

Fulton,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  919 

Funk,  John  H.  S.  Mentioned . . .  565, 1003, 1012 

Furney,  Luther.  Mentioned .  110, 129,  410,  411,  982 

Furst,  George.  Mentioned .  982 

Gageby,  George  W.  Mentioned .  392 

Galpin,  Henry  M.  Mentioned . 176 

Gamble,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  87,648 

Gamble,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  C.  Augur .  861,  942 

Mentioned .  831,  978 

Gandy,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  397, 398 

Ganey,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  218 

Gansevoort,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  C.  Augur .  832,  845 

Mentioned .  872,  882,  890,  897,  901,  910,  911,  918,  977 

Keports  of  Moshy’s  operations,  Aug.  9-Oct.  14, 1864 . . .  616,  618 

Gapen,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  989 

Gardiner,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  109, 119,  325,  ^26 

Gardner,  Robert  S. 

Corresi)ondence  with  Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  836 

Mentioned .  624,  630,  790,  826,  849 

Garland,  Major.  Mentioned .  772 

Garman,  Henry  G.  Mentioned .  550 

Garrett,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S .  780 

Garrett,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  1013 

Gates,  Clarence.  Mentioned .  546 

Gaus,  George  C.  Mentioned .  394 
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Gause,  Isaac.  Mentioned . . .  530,  550 

George,  Albert  G.  P.  Mentioned . -  -  566 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  HeaA^y — Battalions  :  12th,  565,  1003. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions  :  9th,  1013.  Batteries :  Milledge,  567. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  16th,  1004. 

Infantry — Battalions:  3d,  566.  Regiments:  4th,  564,  1002,  1013;  6th,  320; 

10th,  566;  12th,  564, 1002, 1013 ;  13th,  565,  1003,  1012;  16th,  566;  18th, 
550,566.;  21st,  564,  1002,  1013;  24th,  506;  26th,  31st,  38th,  565,  1003, 

1012;  44th,  485,551,  564,  1002,  1013;  50th,  51st,  53d,  566;  60th,  61st, 

565,  1003,  1012.  ' 

Miscellaneous-r-Cobb’s  Legion,  474,  566;  Phillips  Legion,  566. 

Getchell,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  976 

Getty,  George  W. 

Mentioned .  24,  26,  27,  33,  46,  48,  53,  54, 

65,  67,  69,107, 113, 120, 125, 126, 131, 147, 149-156, 159, 161, 163, 168, 169, 174, 
187, 190, 194, 196-198,  201,  209-211,  216,  221,  225,  227,  231,  232,  251,  253-255, 
257,  262,  271,  272,  274,  277,  ;291, 404,  492,  686,  743,  768,  778,  785, 814, 902,  984, 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  191, 193 

Ghiselin,  James  T. 

Mentioned .  941 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  139 

Gibbon,  John.  Mentioned .  471 

Gibbs,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  ^ 

Dean,  William . , .  622 

McKinney,  Edward  P . . .  621 

Merritt,  Wesley .  825,  946 

Scott,  Rufus .  770 

Smith,  Howard  M .  866,964 

Mentioned .  56,  84,  94,  97,  98,  111,  130,  422,  423,  425, 

438,  440, 469,  472,  475,  476,  479-482,  488,  801,  817,  861,  912,  921,  942,  946,  986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camimign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  487 

Gibbs,  Frank  C. 

Mentioned .  110, 129,  414-416,  982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  417 

Gibson,  John  A.  Mentioned .  614 

Gibson,  John  C.  Mentioned . .  1012 

Gibson,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell .  771 

Mentioned .  130,  494,  495,  505,  509 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  514 

Gibson,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  6,994 

Gifford,  Henry  J.  Mentioned . 193,196 

Gilbert,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  Ill,  130,  527,  987 

Gilbert’s  Fbrd,  Opequon  Creek,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  13, 1864.  See  Shen¬ 
andoah  Valley  Car.jiaiyn,  Any.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Report  of  Sheridan, 
p.  46;  itinerary,  p.  68. 

Gile,  George  W.  Mentioned .  976 

Gilliland,  James.  Mentioned .  758 

Gillis,  Amos  F.  Mentioned .  405 

Gilliss,  James.  Mentioned .  416 

Gilmor,  Harry  W.  Mentioned .  .56, 184,  186,  468,  571,  572,  726,  754,  858,  892 

Gilpin,  Charles.  Mentioned .  627,  982 
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tage 

Giltner,  Henry  L.  Mentioned _ ^ . 1013 

Gittings,  Erskine.  Mentioned .  975 

Glascock,  Alfred.  Mentioned . . .  634 

Glassie,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned .  982 

Gleason,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . 190 

Glidden,  Jasper  F.  Mentioned .  119 

Glover,  Andrew  S.  Mentioned .  130,538,539 

Gobin,  J.  P.  Shindel.  Mentioned .  127 

Goddard,  Elisha  F.  Mentioned .  305,324,327 

Godwin,  Ajalon.  Mentioned . 118 

Godwin,  Archibald  C. 

Assignment  to  command . • .  995 

Mentioned .  25,-  552,  565,  582,  995, 1002, 1003,  1011,  1012 

Godwin,  Joseph  M. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  716 

Mentioned .  888,  950 

Goebel,  Christian  H.  Mentioned .  889 

Goggin,  James  M. 

Mentioned .  566 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  593 

Goldsmith,  Howard  H.  Mentioned .  43.5,874 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Alfred  T.  A.  Torhert. 

Good,  Tilghman  H.  Mentioned .  108,985 

Goode,  John.  Mentioned . 584 

Goodwin,  Amos  G.  Mentioned .  315 

Gordon,  Davi^i  S.  Mentioned . 487 

Gordon,  George  A.  Mentioned .  954 

For  corresjiondence,  etc.,  see  Wesley  Merritt. 

Gordon,  Henry.  Mentioned .  540 

Gordon,  John  B.  Mentioned .  18, 


24,  25,  39,  42,  422,  554,  555,  557,  561,  562,  565,  568-581,  583-587,  598,  605, 
773,  911,  953,  966,  969,  1002,  1003,  1005,  1011,  1012,  1015-1024, 1026-1032 

Gordonsville,  Va. 

Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28,  1864,  including  skir¬ 
mishes  at  Madison  Court-House  (21st),  at  Liberty  Mills  (22d), 


and  near  Gordonsville  (23d). 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  679 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Robert  E . 679,680 

Sheridan,  Philip  H . .  38,39 

Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A .  39,  677 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  23, 1864.  See  Gordonsville,  Va.  Expedition  from  Win¬ 
chester  to  near,  Dee.  19-28, 1864,  etc. 

Goresville,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  28, 1864.  Report  of  Daniel  M.  Keyes .  670 

Gould,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned .  118,350 

Gould,  Marshall.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley . * .  853 

Graham,  Charles  E.  Mentioned . 975 

Graham,  Charles  K.  Mentioned .  998 

Graham,  Harvey. 

Mentioned .  109, 128,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  337,  338 

Graham,  John  E.  Mentioned .  981 

Graham,  John  L.  Mentioned .  980 

Graham,  Robert.  Mentioned .  670 
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d-raham,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  witli  Max  Weber . . . - . . . . .  702 

Mentioned . . .  620,  623,  628j  982 

G-ranger,  Moses  M. 

Mentioned . . .  126,  223,  224,  228,  229,  248,  249,  261 

Report  of  Sbenandoali  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  . .  261 

Granuiss,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned . . . . . .  316 

Grant,  John  V. 

Mentioned . .;.... . . .  ^ .  109,  286,  29i,  980 

Report  of  SlienandoaL  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov. 28, 1864. . ; .  317 

Grant,  Lewis  A. 

Mentioned . ^ .  126, 131,  l92, 194, 195, 197^  214^216,  220,  984 

Report  of  Sbenandoali  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  - ........  209 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspoudeuee  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C  . . . . . .  727 

Halleck,  Henry  W . . . .  43,  681^  695,  708,  725,  775,  791,  840,  841,  905 

Hoffman,  William ........ . . . . .  799 

Hunter,  David . . .  57,  697,  723 

Lincoln,  Abraham . 681 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  39,  40,  61,  696,  709,  710,  719,  720,  737,  783,  791, 

799,  811,  822,  830,  841,  856,  869,  870,  880,  905,  906,  916,  932,  939,  952, 953 

War  Department,  U.  S .  767,  856 

Mentioned. .  1, 18, 19, 21, 25,  40, 

43,  44, 46,  50,  51, 58,  497,  519,  559-561,  564, 574,  586,  681,  696,  708,  709,  723) 
737,  741,  759,  783, 792,  811,  816,  843,  859,  862,  898, 906,  909, '992-995,  997,1006 

Graves,  William  P.  Mentioned . . . . . ..............................  975 

Gray,  Augustine.  Mentioned . . . 316 

Gray,  John.  Mentioned . 335 

Green,  A.  W.  Mentioned . '. .  60ff 

Green,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned . . .  495,  733,  764 

Green,  Theodore  J.  Mentioned . . .  119 

Greenawalt,  William  G.  Mentioned . . .  203 

Greene,  Charles  S.  Mentioned . . .  108,985 

Greene,  Elias  M.  Mentioned . . .  899, 954 

Greene,  William  P.  Mentioned . . . . . . .  124 

Greenfield,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  N.  Duffi6 . . . . .  803 

Mentioned .  Ill,  130,803,983 

Green  Spring  Run,  W.  Va.  Affair  at,  Nov.  1, 1864.  Reports  of 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  649 

Kennedy,  Robert  P . 650 

Gregg,  David  McM.  Mentioned .  728,  791,  802,  918,  919,  999 

Gregory,  John  M.  (Captain.)  Mentioned .  995 

Gregory,  John  M.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned .  175 

Grier,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  541 

Grimes,  Bryan. 

Mentioned .  564, 580,  583-585, 587,  598-601,  606, 1002, 1011, 1013, 1030, 1032 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cami)aign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  598 

Grimes,  John.  Mentioned .  358,359 

Grimshaw,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  479 

Grogan,  Michael  A.  Mentioned .  1003 

Gross,  Frank  P.  Mentioned .  981 

Grover,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  545,  546 
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d-roverj  Charles  3E3.  Mentioned .  331 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  778 

Emory,  William  H .  82.5 

Halleck,  Henry  W . .  711,  729 

Mentioned .  18, 32, 43, 

44,  55,  76,  80, 109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 164,  279-293,  295-304,  306-314,  318, 319, 
321-325,  328,  329,  333,  334,  339-342,  344,  34.5,  347-349,  351-.354,  356,  .359,  727, 
759,  761,  776,  783,  792,  793, 803,  811,  812,  815,  817, 818, 824,  830,  841,  944,  986 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  318 

Grow,  Leavious  H.  Mentioned .  421 

Guard  Hill,  Va.  Engagement  at.  See  Cedarville  {Guard  Hill,  or  Front  Itoyal), 

Va.  Engagement  at,  Aug.  16,1864. 

Gump,  John  A.  Mentioned .  138, 224,  229,  250, 252,  270 

Guthrie,  Herbert  F.  Mentioned . 418 

Hagans,  Harrison  H. 

Correspondence  with  Nathan  Wilkinson .  750 

Mentioned .  983 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Centerville,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  14, 1864  . .  639 

Hagerstown,  Md.  Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  5, 1864  . . . •  1 

Aug.  15,  1864.  See  Williamsport  and  Hagerstown,  Md.  Skirmishes  at. 

Hague,  Albert  G. 

Mentioned . 514 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  514 

Hale,  Frank  B.  Mentioned . 540 

Hale,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 987 

Haley,  Eben  D.  Mentioned . . . . . . . . .  128,  323,  359 

Haley,  John  P.  Mentioned . 119 

Hall,  Charles  N.  Mentioned .  402 

Hall,  Charles  P.  Mentioned . .»  305 

Hall,  Edward.  Mentioned .  139 

Halli  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  147,921 

Hall,  Houston.  Mentioned .  82, 87, 646-648 

Hall,  James  A.  Mentioned .  975 

Hall,  James  R.  Mentioned . . .  129, 139,  404, 406 

Hall,  Josephus  M.  Mentioned .  1013 

Hall,  Moses  S.  Mentioned .  129,  374,  392,  393 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  727,  776,  793,  860,  861 

Barnes,  James .  778 

Couch,  Darius  N .  693,  706,  718,  719,  774,  782,  808,  821, 828,  939,  973 

Foster,  John  G . 919 

Grant,  U.  S .  43,  681,  695,  708,  725,  775,  791, 840, 841,  905 

Grover,  Cuvier . 711,729 

Hart,  Thompson  D .  944 

Heine,  William .  860 

Hunter,  David .  684,  685,  698,  699,  709, 747 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . 821 

Ohio,  Governor  of .  931 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  37,51,720, 

725,  726,  737, 759,  783,  792, 811,  812,  830,  841,  842,  857,  917,  932, 940, 953, 961 
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Halleck,  Henry  W.— Continued. 

Mentioned .  40,  51,  52,  644,  645,  681,  688,  706,  723,  727,  729,  767, 

775,  776,  783, 793,  822,  840,  855,  857,  880,  889, 896,  906,  917,  926,  932,  940,  957 
For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  U.  S.  Grant;  also  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S. 

Hallenbeck,  Edgar.  Mentioned .  335 

Halltown,  W.  Va. 

Action  at,  Aug.  26, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  CampaUjn,  Aug.  7-Xov. 

28,  18G4.  Deports  of 

Duval,  Isaac  H.  Johnson,  Daniel  D.  Wells,  George  D. 

Hayes,  Kutherford  B. 

Also  itinerary,  p.  83. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Aug.  24, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Noi\  28,  18G4. 
Deports  of 

Coates,  Benjamin  F.  Hayes,  Butherford  B.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Duval,  Isaac  H.  Johnson,  Daniel  D. 


A.\m  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  570. 

Aug.  25, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  18G4. 


Deports  of  Gihhs,  p.  488;  Sheridan,  p.  21. 

Halsted,  Edward  L. 

Mentioned .  146, 147,  962 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  148 

Hambleton,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  772 

Hamblin,  Joseph  E. 

Mentioned .  107, 


112, 120, 125, 131, 151,  154,  162, 163, 169,  170, 174, 175,' 177, 180, 192,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  177 

Hamilton,  Theodore  B.  Mentioned .  107, 126, 196,  198,  200,  201, 984 

Hamlin,  Charles.  Foircorrespondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Albion  P.  Howe.  ' 

Hammond,  John..  Mentioned .  519,812,835,923,934,936 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee . . . .  996,  999 

Mentioned .  558,  995-997,  999 

Hancock,  David  P.  Mentioned .  979 

Hancock,  John  M.  Mentioned .  1012 

Hancock,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned .  767,  791 

Handy,  George  W.  Mentioned .  331 

Hanford,  Edward  R.  Mentioned .  550 

Hanley,  Timothy.  Mentioned . . . . .  472,  4 75,  946 

Hanlon,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  1003 

Hannum,  Josiah  C.  Mentioned . 988 

Hardie,  James  A.  For  correspondence,  <*tc.,  see  Inspector-GeneraVs  Office, 

U.  S.  A. 


Hardin,  Martin  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Cliristopher  C .  682 

Hayward,  William  H .  696 

Kitching,  J.  Howard . 882 

Thomas,  Horace  G .  889 

Mentioned .  696,  81.3,  882, 889,  975 

Harkins,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned .  867 

Harlan,  William  S.  Mentioned .  737 

Harllee,  E.  P.  Mentioned .  595 
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Harman,  J ohn  A.  Mentioned . . . . . .  575,  576,  585,  iOOO 

Harness^  William  H.  Mentioned . . . . .  645 

Harper,  Albert  M.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Ko\vley .  929 

Harper,  John.  Mentioned . 125 

Harris,  Elion  M.  Mentioned . . .  979 

Harris,  Leonard  A.  Mentioned . ....^ . --  799 

Harris,  Thomas  M. 

Correspondence  with  Milton  Wells . 397 

Mentioned . . .  82, 110, 115) 

123,  128,  129,  134,  135,  365,  367-372,  376, 378,  380,  387, 388,  390,  392,  418,  982 
Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camjiaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  . .  371,  372,  387,  390 

Harrison,  Charles  J.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  798, 

878,  951, 95'9,  968 

Harrison,  George  W. 

Mentioned . . . ^  ^ .  735,  748 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28, 1864,  etc .  665 

Harrison,  Henry  N.  Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell . .  764 

Harrison,  William  H.  Mentioned . . ^ . . . ^  ^ . . . .  488 

Hart,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  1003 

Hart,  Robert  McD.  Mentioned .  138,  305,  321,  323,  348 

Hart,  Thompson  D. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck .  944 

Mentioned .  977 

Hart,  William  E.  Mentioned .  550 

Hart,  William  T.  Mentioned .  575,  583,  584, 1028 

Harvie,  Charles  I.  Mentioned .  '614 

Hasbrouck,  Matthew.  Mentioned  .  345 

Haslett,  John  R.  Mentioned .  751 

Hasson,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  186 

Hastings,  Gideon  A.  Mentioned . 300 

Hastings,  Mathew.  Mentioned .  707,  979 

Hastings,  Russell.  Mentioned .  402,407 

Hastings,  Smith  H.  Mentioned .  111,130,458,460,461 

Haswell,  Alvah  R.  Mentioned .  546 

Hatch,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  975 

Hatch,  Lorenzo  W.  Mentioned . 650 

Haurand,  August.  Mentioned .  Ill 

Havens,  William  H.  Mentioned .  103 

Hawkins,  Hamilton  S.  Mentioned .  988 

Hawkins,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  248,253 

Hayden,  Augustine  F.  Mentioned .  843 

For  corresi)ondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

Hayden,  Ferdinand  V.  Mentioned .  141,145 

Hayden,  George  B.  Mentioned .  540 

Hayes,  Rutherford  B. 

Mentioned .  110, 116, 123, 129, 

135,  227,  360,  363-366,  370,  373,  378,  379,  384,  385,  392,  399-402,  405-410,  982 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  401-403,  405 

Haynes,  Charles  L.  Mentioned .  1012 

Haynes,  Isaac  B.  Mentioned . •. .  540 

Hays,  Harry  T.  Mentioned .  25,  565,  609, 1003, 1011, 1012 

Hays,  William. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix .  961 

Mentioned . .  961 
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Hayslip,  Carey  B.  Mentioned .  400 

Hayward,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  Martin  D.  Hardin .  696 

Healy,  John  G. 

Mentioned  .  128 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  327 

Heaton,  Edward.  Mentioned . 550 

Hebble,  Christian  B.  Mentioned . ‘ .  980 

Heck,  Jonathan  M.  Mentioned .  582 

Heermance,  William  L.  Mentioned .  475 

Heine,  Charles.  Mentioned .  975 

Heine,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck . . . 7 .  860 

Mentioned .  861,  977 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned . .  750,  951 

Heiskell,  Felix.  Mentioned .  565 

Heller,  Edward.  Mentioned .  234,240 

Henagan,  John  W.  Mentioned . . .  24,  530, 592,  593,  893 

Hendershott,  Isaac  R.  Mentioned .  224 

Henesy,  Philip.  Mentioned .  538 

Henry,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S .  810 

Mentioned .  810 

Henry,  Robert.  Mentioned .  331 

Henry,  William  W.  Mentioned .  126,  226,  229,  550 

Hensley,  William  B.  Mentioned .  566 

Heppler,  John.  Mentioned .  119, 198 

Herrick,  Bryant  B.  Mentioned .  540 

Hersey,  Francis  L.  Mentioned .  400 

Hertzog,  W.  T.  Mentioned .  648 

Hess,  Robert  N.  Mentioned .  124,403 

Hess,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 393 

Heth,  Henry.  Mentioned .  1016 

Hewett,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  724 

Hibbert,  Joseph,  jr.  Mentioned .  305,  321 

Hibbs,  Van  B.  Correspondence  with  John  H.  Oley .  879 

Hickman,  Baynton  J. 

Mentioned . .  107, 125,  982,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 . .  187 

Hicks,  George  W.  Mentioned .  400 

Hicks,  John  A.  Mentioned .  224,231,232 

Higginbotham,  John  C.  Mentioned .  1012 

Higinbotham,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  125, 138, 174 

Hill,  Ambrose  P.  Mentioned .  737,  772,  791,  822,  832,  842, 1016-1018 

Hill,  Daniel  G.  Mentioned .  119,243 

Hill,  Joseph  C. 

Mentioned .  126 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  254 

Hill,  Lewis  H.  Mentioned .  1013 

Hill,  Wallace.  Mentioned .  977 

Hilliard,  Edward  R.  Mentioned .  138,263 

Hiltz,  John.U.  Mentioned . 402,  407 

Hinkle,  A. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  ¥.  Kelley  . .  887,  959 

Mentioned .  950,  959 

Hinkley,  Harry.  Mentioned .  398 


1084 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Hinkson,  Hezekiah.  Mentioned .  128 

Hinrichs,  Oscar.  Mentioned .  585 

Hiser,  Edwin  P.  Mentioned... .  276 

Hobbs,  Joshua  E. 

Mentioned .  641,642,644 

Report  of  Nomman’s  expedition  into  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  23- 

Oct.  1,1864 .  643 

Hobson,  E.  La  Fayette.  Mentioned .  564,  598 

Hoffman,  John  J.  Mentioned .  Ill,  130,983 

Hoffman,  John  S.  Mentioned . . .  565, 1012 

Hoffman,  William.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant .  799 

Hoge,  George  W. 

Mentioned .  108, 126, 223, 248,  249 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camijaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  263,  265 

Hoke,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  823,  995, 1012 

Holliday,  Frederick  W.  M.  Mentioned . .x .  1012 

Holliday,  John  W. 

Mentioned .  110, 129,  387,  390,  398,  982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  396 

Holman,  Charles.  Mentioned .  129,415,420 

Holman,  Silas  A.  Mentioned . 139 

Holt,  Erastus  D.  Mentioned .  108, 126, 985 

Holt,  John.  Mentioned .  395 

Holt,  Willis  C.  Mentioned .  566,591 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned .  953 

Hooker,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  992-994 

Hooper,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  281 

Hopewell  Gap,  Va.  Scout  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to,  Dec.  26-27,  1864. 

Report  of  John  Sargent .  680 

Hopkins,  Murganzy.  Mentioned .  544 

Horn,  John  W.  Mentioned .  108,  222,  224,  246,  247,  253,  985 

Hornbrook,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  369,  388,  389,  630 

Horton,  Giles  G. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  M.  Lazelle .  955,  963 

Mentioned .  638,  639,  897,  899,  933,  942-944,  955,  971,  977 

Horton,  Jere.  Mentioned .  790 

Hosack,  William  H  Mentioned .  720,843 

Hosford,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  137, 174, 180 

Hotchkiss,  Jed. 

Journal  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  567 

Mentioned .  561,  567, 1015 

Reports  of 

Operations  of  2d  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  Army 

of  the  Valley  District,  May  3-Nov.  14, 1864 .  1015 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  1023 

Hough,  Ira.  Mentioned .  348,  550 

Houghton,  George  C.  Mentioned . 989 

Houseworth,  Scott.  Mentioned . ' .  118 

Houston,  William  M.  Mentioned . 230 

Howard,  Charles.  Mentioned .  1000 

Howard,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  331 

Howard,  Ocran  H. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  147 

Mentioned .  826 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  146 
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Howard,  Orson.  Mentioned .  138,229,257 

Howe,  Albion  P. 

Assignment  to  cominainl  .  741 

Corresi)ondence  with 

Cook,  Roger  E .  724 

Hunter,  David .  685,  687,  699,  701,  712 

.  Mentioned .  685,  698,  699,  709,  722,  723,  725,  731,  733,  739,  741,  975 

Howe,  Sliesh  B.  Mentioned .  509 

Howe,  William  R.  Mentioned .  781 

Howell,  Folger.  Mentioned .  647-649 

Howes,  Fenelon.  Mentioned .  398 

Howland,  Ten  Eyck  C.  Mentioned  .  . . ^ .  176 

Howrigan,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  462, 986 

Hoy,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  692,  704,  950,  959,  968 

Mentioned . , . 706 

Hoyer,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  95,441,488 

Hoyt,  James  J.  Mentioned .  109,  340,  343,  345 

Hoyt,  John  L.  Mentioned .  138 

Hubbard,  Horace.  Mentioned .  118 

Hubbard,  James.  Mentioned .  178,179 

Hubbard,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  127 

Hubbard,  William  H.  Mentioned .  211 

Hubley,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned . 204 

Hufty,  Baldwin. 

Mentioned .  107, 125, 131, 155,  170, 171, 177, 178 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  165, 167, 171 

Hughey,  John.  Mentioned .  540 

Huidekoper,  John.  Mentioned .  623,  626,  627 

Hull,  E.  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  878,926 

Hull,  John.  Mentioned .  128,384 

Hull,  Walter  C. 

Mentioned .  36,  111,  437,  518,  519,  535,  538,  540,  987 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  537 

Hullinger,  Josiah  C.  Mentioned .  980 

Humes,  James.  Mentioned f .  398 

Humphreys,  Benjamin  G.  Mentioned .  566,591,594,893 

Humphreys,  John  M.  Mentioned .  565 

Hunsdon,  Charles.  Mentioned . 126 

Hunt,  Lewis  C.  Mentioned .  987 

Hunt,  Lucius  T. 

Mentioned .  108 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  243 

Hunt,  William  B.  Mentioned .  331 

Hunter,  Andrew.  Mentioned . 582 

Hunter,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A .  698 

Averell,  William  W .  688,  713,  733,  734,  748 

Dnffi(i,  Alfred  N . . . .  703,  713,  733 

Emory,  William  H .  687,  700,  710 

Grant,  U.  S .  57,  697,  723 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  681,  685,  698,  699,  709,  747 

Howe,  Albion  P .  685,  687,  699,  701,  712 
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Hunter,  David — Continued. 

CoiTesj)ondeuce  with 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  685,  687,  688,  702,  712,  724,  731,  732 

Lincoln,  Abraham . .  723 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr .  712 

Sheridan,  Philij)  H . 730 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C .  723 

Mentioned . .  3,  40, 55,  81,  493,  495,  558,  596,  681,  685,  688,  695,  696,  701, 

708,  709,  712,  719,  723,  726,  734,  735,  739,  749,  754,  765,  940,  960,  962,  995,  996 

Relieved  from  command  of  Dejiartment  of  West  Virginia .  962 

Huntley,  John  H.  Correspondence  with  Max  Weber .  702 

Hupp’s  Hill,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  See  Strasbarg  (or  Htq)2)'s  Hill),  Fa,  Skirmish 
at,  Oct.  14,  1864. 

Hussey,  George  W.  Mentioned .  331,335 

Husted,  Elmer  E.  Mentioned . 385 

Hutchinson,  John  W.  Mentioned . , .  785 

Hutchinson,  R.  R.  Mentioned . 600 

Hutchinson,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned . 989 

Huttonsville,  W.  Va. 

Affair  at,  Aug.  24,  1864.  Communications  from 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  926,937,951 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  926 

Sinclair,  William .  908 

Wilkinson,  Nathan . 904 

Yoiiart,  Robert .  904 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  5,  1864  . . . ' .  1 

Hyatt,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  119,  247,  264 

Hyde,  Thomas  W.  Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  .  214 


Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  (Batteries),  L,  2,87,  89,  652,  656,  657,  660, 

983. 

Cavalry— /?e^//we/7ts  ;  8th,  646,  680,  728,  729,  762,  765,  776,  798,  808,  823,  831,  ' 

843,  872,  889,  897,  898,  909,  918,  920,  941,  942,  955,  978,  979. 

Infantry— /?e^//?7e/7fs  ;  23d,  110, 115, 123, 129,  372,  386-388,  390,  982. 

Ilsley,  Edwin.  Mentioned .  109,128,304,325,340 

Emboden,  John  D.  Mentioned .  84,  87,  463,  486,  493,  506,  .509, 566, 

610-612,  645,  683,  686,  692,  811,  968,  993, 1003,  1004,  1018, 1019, 1022, 1023 
Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— 5after/es:  16th,  977;  17th,  109,115,123,128,134,286,287, 

342,  986. 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  3d,  111,  117, 130,  978,  987. 

Infantry — Regiments :  8th,  109,  115,  122,  128,  134,  346,  347,  349,  986 ;  11th, 

109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 319,  320,  330.  332-334,  336-338, 340,  986;  18th,  109, 115, 

122, 128, 134,  346,  349,  3.53,  986. 

Ingalls,  Rufus.  Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  L.  S.  A.  696 
Inspector-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 


Sheridan,  Philip  H . : .  738,  759 

Sinclair,  William .  68.5,  686,  699,  908 

Inwood,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  300 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry- /?e^/me/7fs  :  22d,  109,  114,122,128,  133,  322,  330-3.S4,  337-339,  .356,  ' 
986 ;  24th,  109, 11.5, 122, 128, 134,  346,  348-354,  986;  28th,  109, 115, 122, 128, 
134,  320,  345-347,  349,  352,  354-356,  986. 
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Iredell,  Jonathan  P.  Mentioned . 269 

Ireland,  Oscar  B.  Mentioned .  146, 147 

Irish,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned . 982 

Itineraries.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaujn,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. 

Ives,  Brayton.  Rex)ort  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  . 535 

Jackman,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  542 

Jackman,  William.  Mentioned .  118 

Jackson,  Albert  T.  Mentioned . .  119,  455,  462 

Jackson,  Daniel  D.  Mentioned .  125 

Jackson,  J ames.  Mentioned. . . . .  514 

Jackson,  Lyman  J.  Mentioned .  799 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J.  Mentioned .  987,988 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  602 

Jackson,  William  L.  Mentioned .  39,  87,  566,  568-570,  573,  574,  576, 

610-612„677,  753,  754,  925,  926,  932,  1003,  1C04,  1018,  1021-1025, 1027, 1028 

Jacobson,  William  C.  Mentioned .  383 

Janies,  Leroy  C.  Mentioned .  565 

J  ames,  Lyman.  Mentioned . . . .  . : .  138 

James  River,  Va.  Demonstration  on  the  north  hank  of,  and  engagement 
at  Deep  Bottom  (or  Darby  town.  Strawberry  Plains,  and  New 
Market  Road),  July  27-29, 1864.  See  report  of  Devin,  p.  470;  also 
Yol.  XL,  Pt.  I. 

Jameson,  James  B.  Mentioned .  976 

Janeway,  Jacob  J. 

Mentioned .  108, 126 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  235 

Jennings,  Isaac  A.  Mentioned .  989 

Jennings,  John  S.  Mentioned .  983 

Johnson,  Bradley  T. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  H.  Wynne .  994 

Mentioned . . .  25,  86,  431,  468,  494,  495,  506,  509, 

518,  551,  566,  569,  570,  572,  574,  610-612,  683,  689,  693,  702,  704,  706,  724,  726, 
734,  741,  753,  754,  764,  936,  939,  946,  990,  991,  994,  997,  1003,  1004,  1021-1027 
Reports  of  . 

New  Creek,  W.  Va.  Action  at,  Ang.  4, 1864 . .  4 

Oldfields,  W.  Va.  Engagement  at,  near  Moorefield,  Ang.  7, 1864 .  4 

Johnson,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  979 

Johnson,  Daniel  D. 

Mentioned .  55, 110, 116,  360,  399-402,  405,  412,  982 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  408,  409 

Johnson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  565,  609,  952, 1003, 1011, 1012 

Johnson,  Enoch  E.  Mentioned .  107, 126, 197,  208,  209 

Johnson,  James.  Mentioned .  175 

Johnson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  108, 119, 149, 164,  271,  272,  274,  275 

Johnston  [?], - .  Mentioned .  961 

Johnston,  James.  Mentioned .  977 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  555 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  C.  BrecUn- 
ridge. 

Johnston,  Louis  M.  Mentioned .  977 

Johnston,  Robert  D.  Mentioned .  565, 1002,  1003, 1011, 1013 

Johnston,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  97(5 

Johnston,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  984 


1088 


INDEX. 


.  Page. 

Johnston,  Thomas  P.  Correspondence  with  James  H.  Wilson .  948 

Jones,  Abram.  Mentioned .  736 

Jones,  Daniel  A.  Mentioned .  146-148 

Jones,  Edward.  Mentioned . 138 

Jones,  Edward  S.  Mentioned .  710,  739 

Jones,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  125, 180 

Jones,  John  M.  Mentioned . .  609,  1012, 1015 

Jones,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  564 

Jones,  Julius  A.  Mentioned .  138 

Jones,  Marcellus  E.  Mentioned .  978 

Jones,  Strother.  Mentioned . , _  569, 573 

Jones,  William  E.  Mentioned .  1013, 1018, 1021 

Jordan,  P.  Mentioned .  758 

Judd,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  766,807 

Kabletown,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  18,1864 .  10 

Nov.  20, 1864  .  10 

Nov.  30, 1864  .  2 

Kaiser,  William  J.  Mentioned .  214 

Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 

Nounnan's  expedition  into.  Sept.  23-Oct.  1,  1864,  including  skirmish  at 
Coalsmonth  (Sept.  30).  Reports  of 

Hohhs,  Joshua  E .  643 

Nounnan,  James  H . 642 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C .  641 

Witcher’s  operations  in,  Nov.  5-12,  1864,  including  capture  of  U.  S.  steam¬ 
ers  Barnum  and  Fawn  on  the  Big  Sandy  River. 

Communication  from  Robert  E.  Lee .  650 

Reports  of  Vincent  A.  Witcher . .  650,  651 

Karr,  Hamilton  L.  Mentioned .  377,  380,  381 

Kautz,  August  V.  Mentioned .  104 

Kavaney,  Thomas.  Mentioned . ■ .  211 

Kearney sville,  W.  Va. 

Action  near,  Aug.  25,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov. 

28,  1864.  Reports  of 

Deane,  Charles  W.  Kidd,  James  H.  Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Wilson,  James  H. 

Gihhs,  Alfred. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  92,  95, 101,  105;  Wilson  to  Sheridan,  p.  912. 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  23, 1864,  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov, 
28,1864.  Re])orts  of  Brewer,  p.  468;  Sheridan,  p.  45. 

Kearsley,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  87,648 

Keedysville,  Md.  Skirmish  at,  Aug,  5,  1864  . ■ .  1 

Keene,  John  R.  Mentioned . 980 

Keifer,  J.  Warren. 

Mentioned . .  73, 108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 

159, 161, 175, 176,  221-225,  230,  232,  234,  236,  251,  254,  256,  258,  259,  264,  985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  225,  246 

Keller,  Captain.  Mentioned .  569 

Keller,  David  C.  Mentioned . 126,200 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Averell,  William  W . 688- 

^  692,  704,  713,714,  734,  735,  748,  771,  781,  797,  804,  838,  937,  950,  967,  972 

Brenaman,  A.  T . - .  829,  838 
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Kelley,  Benjamin  F. — Coutiniied. 

Correspondence  Avith 

Bunker,  E.E .  705,  716 

Byers,  John  A .  690 

Couch,  Darius  X .  694,  702,  706 

Crook,  George  ....  648,  662,  781,  790,  805,  806,  853,  868,  887,  915,  926,  938,  950,  958 

Duffie,  Alfred  X .  688,  703,  704,  713,  733,  748,  763 

Faris,  Joseph  A .  888,  950 

F ord,  J oseph  B .  895 

Godwin,  Joseph  M .  716 

Gould,  Marshall .  853 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  821 

Harrison,  Charles  J .  798,  878,  951,  959,  968 

Hinkle,  A .  887,959 

Hoy,  John  F .  692,  704,  950,  959,  968 

Hull,  E.J.C  .  878,926 

Hunter,  David .  685,  687,  688,  702,  712,  724,  731,  732 

Latham,  George  K . .  658,  659,  669 

Marker,  Caleb . *...  938 

Miller,  Frank  B .  894,904 

Xorth  Branch,  Md.,  Commanding  Officer  at .  715 

Pease,  Harry . 959 

Petrie,  Peter  B .  878,  888,  894,  915,  938,  951,  959,  968 

Sheets,  Daniel .  927 

Sheridan,  Philip  H . .  ? .  732,  749,  772,  790,  839,  926,  967 

South,  Zedekiah . 705 

Stevenson,  John  D .  829 

Stevenson,  Robert .  692,  704,  715,  764,  853,  868,  887,  894,  916“ 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C .  736,  806 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of .  712,  724,  749,  838,  950 

AVilkinson,  Nathan .  705,  750,  839,  879,  894,  895,  904 

Yeakle,  C.C .  703 

Mentioned . .  4,  20,  81,  86,  88,  89,  493,  503,  647,  654,  669,  684, 

685,  688,  693,  694,  703,  706,  725,  741,  749,  764,  780,  798,  889,  916,  917,  927,  983 
Reports  of  • 

Green  Siiring  Run,  W,  Va.  Affair  at,  Nov.  1, 1864  . .  649 

Mooretield,  AV.  A^a.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  27-28, 1864,  etc .  655 

New  Creek,  A\".  Va.  Action  at,  Aug.  4, 1864 .  2 

Oldfields,  AA^.  A^a.  Engagement  at,  near  Mooretield,  Aug.  7, 1864 .  2 

Kelley,  Stephen  S.  Mentioned .  542 

Kelley,  Tappan  W.  Mentioned .  645 

Kelley,  William  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Kelley. 
Kellogg,  Horace. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  F.  Wildes .  385 

Mentioned . .  128,  381 

Rei)ort  of  Shenandoah  A^alley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Xov.  28, 1864 .  385 

Kellogg,  John.  Alentioned .  57,738,759,842 

Kellogg,  Josiah  H.  Mentioned .  97,  678 

Kelly,  James  L.  Alentioned .  732 

Kelly,  Michael.  Mentioned .  421 

Kelly,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  551 

Kelton,  John  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  JT.  Ilalleek. 

Kemper,  James  L.  Mentioned .  991 

Kempf,  Charles  W.  Alentione<l . . .  107,125,984 
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Kenan,  Thomas  S.  Meutioued .  1012 

Kendall,  Alvah  F.  Mentioned .  413 

Kendall,- Thomas  C.  Mentioned .  980 

Kenly,  John  R. 

Correspondence  witli  I’hilip  H.  Sheridan .  620 

Mentioned .  18,  67, 187,  48 J,  622,  623,  626-630,  632,  634,  740,  786,  842,  849,  850,  982 

Testimony  of.  Board  of  Imiuiiy  on  attack  on  Union  supply  train,  Aug.  13, 

1864  .  623-627 

Kennedy,  Charles  W.  Meutioued . 341,343 

Kennedy,  Robert  P.  Eeport  of  affair  at  (Jreen  Spring  Run,  W.  Ya.,  Nov.  1, 

1864  . .  650 

For  corres})ondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  (iconje  Crool'. 

Kennedy,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  211 

Kennedy,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned .  278,279 

Kennington,  James.  Mentioned .  988 

Kenny,  Alexander  J.  Mentioned .  109, 128,^137,  305,  348,  986 

Kent,  J.  Ford.  Mentioned...- .  173 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  1st,  982. 

Kerfoot,  John  Barret.  Mentioned .  568 

Kernstown,  Va. 

Expedition  from,  to  Lacey^s  Springs.  See  Lacey’s  Springs,  Va.  Expedi- 
iion  from  Kernstown  to,  Dec.  19-22,  1864,  etc. 

Skirmishes  near. 

Nov.  10, 1864.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  p.  553;  itinerary,p.Qi. 

Nov.  11, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Cummings,  p.  548;  itineraries,  pp.  64,  68, 100. 

Kerr,  Thomas  K.  Mentioned .  495, 505,  726 

Kershaw,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  19, 21,  23-25, 

28-30,  44-46,  49,  361,  405,  423,  437,  439,  442,  450,  461,  464,  486,  504,  513,  530, 
531,  556-558,  560-562,  566,  569,  570,  576-581,  583,  584,  589, 590,  594, 599,  604, 
791,  811,  822,  841,  856,  870,  893,  932,  936,  953,  961,  1007, 1011, 1024, 1027-1032 

Ketchum,  Edwin  N.  Mentioned .  341 

Keyes,  Daniel  M. 

Mentioned .  982 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Goresville,  Va.,  Nov.  28,  1864 .  670 

Keyes,  Richard.  Mentioned .  540 

Keyser,  Benjamin  U. 

Correspondence  with  AVar  J  )ex)artnient,  U.  S .  810 

Mentioned . 810 

Kibbee,  Charles  C.  Mcmtioned .  592 

Kidd,  James  H. 

Mentioned . Ill, 

130, 136,  442-451,  454,  455,  458,  459,  461,  463,  467,  483,  491,  492,  510,  511,  986  . 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  A^alley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  459,  463 

Kilburn,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  138,  229,  263 

Killed  and  Wounded.  Sec  Confederate  Troops  and  Vnion  Troops,  ('asual- 
ties.  Returns  of. 

Kimball,  Hiram  A.  Mentioned . 126,240 

Kimball,  William  K.  Mentioned .  986 

Kimbro,  Robert.  Mentioned . 550 

Kincheloe,  James  C.  Mentioned .  873 

King,  Dixon  R.  Mentioned . 395 
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King,  J.  Floyd.  Mentioned . .  552,  567, 1018 

King,  Rufus,  jr.  Mentioned .  975 

King,  William  H.  H.  Mentioned . .  388 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Milton  Wells. 

Kingsbury,  Charles,  jr.  Mentioned .  940 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  FliiUi)  H.  Sheridan. 

Kingsbury,  John  T.  Mentioned .  979 

Kingsbury,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned . 421 

Kinney,  Edwin  R.  Mentioned .  126,  211 

Kinney,  Richard  C.  Mentioned .  312,313 

Kirby,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  119,369 

Kirk,  James  D.  Mentioned .  198 

Kirkpatrick,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  1011 

Kirtland,  George  P.  Mentioned .  982 

Kitching,  J.  Howard. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  813 

Hardin,  Martin  D . - .  882 


Mentioned .  33,  55, 129, 135, 137, 138,  366,  403,  417, 975 

Kleiser,  Alfred  von.  Mentioned .  982 

Klock,  Augustus.  Mentioned . . . .  910 

Klock,  Jacob  C.  Mentioned .  119 

Knight,  Isaac  D.  Mentioned .  416 

Knight,  Napoleon  B.  Mentioned .  644, 980 

Knorr,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  278,279 

Knott,  Abraham  R.  Mentioned .  354 

Knowlton,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned .  138 

Knowlton,  William.  Mentioned .  108, 118,  293,  985 

Koerner,  P.  W.  Oscar.  Mentioned . . . .  .568,  .572,  ,573 

Kohler,  John  B.  Mentioned .  107, 126, 138, 196, 198,  200,  201,  984 

Kreiger,  B.  Frank.  Mentioned .  198 

Krom,  Abram  H.  Mentioned . Ill,  525,  541 

Kuhn,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  250, 252 

Kurtz,  Christian  H.  Mentioned .  354 

Kusserow,  Charles.  Mentioned .  982 

Kuykendall,  Jacob  P.  Mentioned .  139,374 

Lacey’s  Springs,  Va. 

Action  at,  Dec.  21, 1864.  Laeeifs  Springs,  Va,  Expedition  from  Kernstowu 
to,  Dec.  19-22,  1S64,  etc. 


Expedition  from  Keriistown  to,  Dec.  19-22,  1864,  and  action  at,  (21st). 


Reports  of 

^  Custer,  George  A .  674 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  38, 39 

Lacy,  B.  T.  Mentioned .  586 

Lady,  John  B.  Mentioned . 500,1004 

Laing,  John  K.  Mentioned . . .  128 

Lamar,  John  H.  Mentioned .  1012 

Lamb,  Jacob  H. 

Mentioned .  108, 127, 152, 1.54,  271 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  2864 .  277 

Lambert,  Bruce.  Mentioned .  980 

Landstreet,  John.  Mentioned .  ,578 

Landstreet,  William  T.  Mentioned .  980 

Lang,  Theodore  P.  Mentioned .  640 
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Lansing,  Edwin  Y.  Mentioned . . .  9qq 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G,,  see  Henry  M.  Lazelle. 

Larkin,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  238 

Lamed,  Frank  H.  Mentioned .  9g2 

Latham,  George  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Crook,  George .  0g2 

Fleming,  Rufus  E .  058,  669 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . : .  053^  059^  009 

Mentioned .  82,  89, 655-658,  662,  664 

Reports  of  Moorefield,  W.  Va. 

Expedition  from  New  Creek  to,  Nov,  6-8, 1864 .  052 

Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  etc . .  ^00q 

Latimer,  Alfred  E.  Mentioned .  933 

Latta,  James  W.  Mentioned  . . .  . . .  288 

Lautenbacher,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  298 

Lawhead,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  422 

Lawrence,  George  J.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Eckert .  760 

Lawrence,  Samuel  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Lew.  Wallace. 

Lawton,  Alexander  R.  Mentioned .  532 

Lawton,  Nicholas  W.  Mentioned .  '  277 

Lazear,  James  R.  Mentioned . 397,398 

Lazelle,  Henry  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  683,  684,  697,  721,  729,  742,  762,  777,  784 

785,  793, 801,  813, 862,  871-873,  882,  890,  900,  901,  910,  920,  933,  943,  955,  971 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A .  9Q2 

Horton,  Giles  G .  955,963 

Lyell,  Charles  B . 962 

Mentioned. . . .  727,  728,  832,  833,  843,  845,  859,  871,  872, 889, 898,  900,  902,  954,  955,  977 

Leach,  Frank  T.  Mentioned .  381,382 

Leavitt,  Enoch.  Mentioned .  549 

Lee,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  520  527 

Lee,  Edward  P.  Mentioned . 211 

Lee,  Edwin  G.  Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28 

1864  .  025 

Lee,  Pitzhugh. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Richard  H . 1005,1007-1009 

W i  ckham ,  W illiams  C . . .  2009 

Mentioned .  20,  22, 23,  25, 28,  44,  45, 185,  456, 

464, 507, 515, 555,  559, 567,  569-572,  611,  612,  680,  783,  799,  802,  811,  822, 823, 
840-842,  856-858,  863,  864,  870,  881, 890,  893,  897,  905,  908,  912,  915,  916,  923, 
925,  932,  934-937,  952,  953,  958,  961,  990,  992,1001, 1004, 1006, 1007, 1024-1029 

Lee,  G.  W.  Custis.  Mentioned .  992 

Lee,  Oscar  R.  Mentioned .  239, 210 

Lee,  Richard  H.  Mentioned .  737 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  635 

Anderson,  Richard  H .  995^  997 

Davis,  Jefferson.  . . .  990^  992,  996 

Early,  Juhal  A  . . .' .  558,  990,  996,  998, 1006, 1009 

Hampton,  Wade . . . . . . .  996,  999 
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Lee,  Robert  E. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with  ♦ 

Peyton,  Henry  E . .  .  —  . .  610 

Potts,  Jnnins  D .  999 

Taylor,  Walter  H .  1000 

War  Department,  C.  S .  557, 558,  650, 990,  993,  994, 1006 

Mentioned .  1,  2, 19,  30, 50,  578,  582, 586,  597, 

674, 856,  858,  864,  870,  909,  922,  990,  991,  993, 1000, 1001, 1005, 1009, 1011,1012 
Reports  of 

Gordonsville,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28, 

1864,  etc .  679,  680 

Moorefield,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  etc .  667 

Moshy’s  operations,  Aug.  9-Oct.  14, 1864 . . .  633 

Oldfields,  W.  Va.  Engagement  at,  near  Moorefield,  Aug.  7, 1864  .  551 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  552-554 

West  Virginia.  Witcher’s  expedition  into,  Sept.  17-28, 1864,  etc .  639 

Lee,  William  H.  F.  Mentioned . . .  799, 996 

♦ 

Leefe,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  298 

Mentioned .  293,306,311 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  Dwight. 

Leet,  George  K. 

Correspondence  with  Theodore  S.  Bowers .  760, 9.52 

Mentioned .  19, 44 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  TJ.  S.  Grant. 

Leete,  J ames  M.  Mentioned . 364 

Leetown  and  Smithfield,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at,  Ang.  28,  1864.  Communi¬ 
cations  from 

Gibbs,  Alfred . 946 

Lee,  Fitzhugh . . .  1007, 1008 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  953,958 

See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  August  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Reports  of 
Devin,  Thomas  C.  Kidd,  James  H.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

(jihbs,  Alfred.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  92,  95;  journal  of  notch, kiss,  p.  571. 

Lefever,  Johanne.s.  Mentioned .  138 

Leich,  Arthur.  Mentioned .  ,331 

Leiper,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence  with  Horatio  G.  Wright .  722 

Mentioned . Ill 

Lennon,  Martin.  Mentioned .  188 

Lent,  August.  Mentioned .  ,550 

Leonard,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  224,  229,  232 

Leslie,  Frank.  Mentioned  . .  551 

Lessig,  William  H.  Mentioned .  984 

Letterman,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  140 

Lewis,  Charles.  Mentioned .  109, 128,  319,  331,  340,  341,  986 

Lewis,  George  N. 

Mentioned .  127 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  317 

Lewis,  James.  Mentioned .  981 

Lewis,  Judson  A.  Mentioned .  200,  202 

Lewis,  Norman  M.  Mentioned .  1,38 

Lewis,  William  G.  Mentioned .  602, 1020 
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Leyden,  Austin.  Mentioned .  995 

Liberty  Mills,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  22, 1864.  See  GwdonsviUe,  Fa.  Expe¬ 
dition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28,  1864,  etc. 

Liddy,  James.  Mentioned .  54O 

Lightfoot,  James  N.  Mentioned .  1013 

Lighthiser,  George  E.  Mentioned . 408 

Limestone  Ridge,  Va.  Affair  at.  Sept.  17,1864.  See  Shenandoah  ValJeij 
Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Report  of  McIntosh,  p.  .531. 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Chipman,  Norton  P . 7 .  870 

Grant,  U.  S . 681 

Hunter,  David .  723 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  755 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of .  755 

Sheridan,  Philip  H . .  61,62 

Mentioned . J . . .  61,  63,  263,  500,  681,  719,  755,  806,  969 

Linton,  John  P. 

Mentioned . . .  110,  367,  386,  387,  389,  396,  982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  386 

Little,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  988 

Little,  William  A.  Mentioned .  998 

Livingston,  La  Rhett  L.  Mentioned .  112, 118, 987 

Lobban,  John  G.  Mentioned .  565 

Locke,  Ethan  G.  Mentioned . 343 

Locke’s  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  Va.  Affair  at.  Sept.  13, 1864.  See  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valleg  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Reptorts  of 
Deane,  Charles  W.  Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr.  Stagg,  Peter. 

Also  itineraries,  pj).  95, 98, 102. 

Lockwood,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Churchman,  Caleb .  718 

Smith,  George  W.  P .  785, 800 

.Wallace,  Lew .  717,927 

Mentioned .  706,  717,  751,  766,  773,  791,  799, 808,  854,  855,  981 

Lomax,  Lunsford  L. 

Assignment  to  command .  993 

Mentioned . .  19,  31,  35,  36, 84, 85,  431, 433, 

434,  437,  439, 440, 456,  484, 486,  497,  509,  511, 512,  515, 553,  554, 557, 559,  561, 
562, 566,  569-.571, 573, 574, 578, 579,  583, 584, 587,  677,  680,  822,  823,  936, 946, 
952,  953,  993,  996,  >1000,  1001,  1004,  1005,  1007,  1008,  1024-1026,  1029-1032 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  610,  614 

Long,  Armistead  L.  Mentioned .  1018 

Long,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  975 

Long,  Franklin  B.  Mentioned . 392 

Long,  John  S.  Mentioned . . .  107, 196,  984 

Long,  William  H.  Mentioned . .- . 214,  217 

Longley,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned . . .  274 

Longstreet,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Jubal  A.  Early . . .  52 

Mentioned . I .  18, 19, 21,  52,  636,  737,  772, 

783,  791,  799,  832,  840-844,  881,  890,  897,  905,  910,  936,  952,  953, 1016-1018 

Lonsbury,  George  W.  Mentioned .  457 

Loomis,  M.  D.  W.  Mentioned .  666 
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Lorentz,  L.  Dow.  Mentioned . .  87,648 

Lorish,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  551 

Losses  in  Action.  Boe  Co7{feder((te  Troops  und  J  iiioH  Troop^i.  Casualties.  Jte- 
turvs  of. 

Loudon,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  978 

Loudoun  County,  Va. 

Expedition  from  AVincliester  into.  8ee  Fau<niier  and  Loadona  Coioilies, 

Va.  Expedition  from  Winehesier  into,  Xor.  !2S-Dec.  d.  1SG4. 

Skirmish  in,  Aug.  21,  1864. 

Communication  from  Norton  P.  Cliipnnin .  881 

Eeports  of  Roger  E.  Cook .  6.36 

Lough,  James  M.  Mentioned .  119 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  "Lst  {Volunteers),  565,  ]()03,  1012;  2d,  5th,  6th,  7th, 

8th,  9th,  10th,  14th,  15th,  56.5, 100.3, 1012. 

Love,  George  M.  Mentioned .  76, 108,  127,  .305,  313,  551,  985 

Love,  James  R.,  jr.  Mentioiu'd . . .  566,  .596 

Love,  W.  S.  Mentioned .  621 

Lowe,  John  G.  iMentioned .  839 

Lowe,  John  H.  Mentioned .  1003 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  David .  712 

Merritt,  ’\Vesl<'y .  956 

Mentioned . 1 .  17,  21,  33,  41,  42,  44,  45,  49,  54,  94- 

96,  111,  117, 130, 136,  138,  1.55,  360,  422-431,  433-43.5,  438-441,  443-451,  453, 
4.55,  462, 473,  477-479,  481-483,  486, 490, 492,  516,  519,  698,  710,  728, 740,  745, 
761,  762,  764,  769, 801,  834,  835,  848,  849,  874,  875,  884,  890,  918,  961, 983,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  486, 490 

Lowell,  John  P.  Mentioned .  137 

Lucas,  Charles  A.  Mentioned . 350 

Lucas,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  180 

Ludlam,  James  D.  Mentioned .  680 

Lukens,  John  B.  Mentioned .  398 

Luray,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  24,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Vallep  Campaign, 

Aug.  7-Xor.  ^<9,  1864.  Reports  of 

Deane,  (diaries  W.  Lowell,  Charles  R.,,ir.  Sheriflan,  Philip  H. 

Kidd,  .Tames  11.  Merritt,  Wesley. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  95. 

Luray  Valley,  Va.  Skirmish  in,  Oct.  8,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  I'aHeg  ('am- 
paign,  Aug.  7-Xov.  28,  1864.  Report  of  Kidd,  p.  465. 

Lurty,  Robert  Dexter.  Mentioned . . .  87,  (514,  648 

Lusk,  Thurlow  W.  Mentioinnl . 977 

Lutz,  William.  Mentioned .  930 

Lyell,  Charles  B.  Correspondence  Avith  Henry  M.  l.azelh^ .  902 

Lyle,  Robert.  Mentioned .  649 

Lyman,  Wyllys.  Mentioned .  245 

Lynch,  John  A.  Mentioned .  311 

Lyon,  Augustus  W.  MentimuMl .  211 

Lyon,  Charles  H.  IMentioned .  650 

Lyon,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  ,551 

Lyon,  Robert  W.  Mentioned . 197-199,205 

Lyons,  Cornelius  C.  Mentioned .  748 

Lytle,  Uriah.  Mentioned .  395 
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McAfee,  John.  Mentioned . .  083 

Macauley,  Daniel. 

Mentioned .  55, 109, 122, 128, 

131.  283,  281,  301,  319,  321-321,  331,  332,  310-312,  317,  351,  352,  358,  .359,  986 

lleport  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1861 .  339 

Macauley,  John  T.  Mentioned . .  -331 

McBride,  Lyman  H.  Mentioned .  106-108 

McCabe,  James  P.  Mentioned .  118 

McCarthey,  Charles.  Mentioned .  109,128,313,986 

McCartney,  William  H. 


Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-NoA^  28, 1861  .  273 

McCaskey,  John.  Mentioned .  397,398 

McCausland,  John. 

Mentioned . 3-7, 

39, 10, 15,  81,  81-86, 88, 137, 177, 193, 191, 196, 506, 508, 509,  512,  551,  566,  569- 
571,  571,  581,  610-611,  677,  689-691,  693,  702,  701,  706,  721,  726,  733-7.35,  753, 
751,  761,  932,  939,  990,  991,  991, 1001, 1003-1005, 1008, 1018, 1020-1026, 1032 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1861 .  611 

McClellan,  George  B.  Mentioned .  686 

McClellan,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  613 

McClennan,  Matthew  R.  Mentioned .  108,  216,  219, 269 

McClurg,  Leander.  Mentioned .  228,263 

McCollum,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  119,369,389 

McCracken,  Charles  E.  Mentioned . 392 

McCutchen,  J.  S.  Kerr.  Mentioned .  565 

McDaniel,  William  G.  Mentioned . r. . .  395,  396 

McDonald,  Edward  H.  Mentioned .  89,  656,  665,  668 

McDonald,  William  R.  Mentioned .  88 

McElrath,  Thomson  P.  Mentioned .  987 

McEnroe,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned .  551 

McFarland,  Moses.  Mentioned . 127 

McFarlane,  John  A.  Mentioned . * .  611 

McGee,  John  L.  Mentioned .  130 

McGlashan,  Peter.  Mentioned  . - .  .566,  591 

McGonnigle,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with  .Tames  C.  Mann .  630,  786 

Mentioned . . .  621-627,  629,  720 

McGowan,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  979 

McGregor,  James. 

Mentioned .  198,  200 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cami^aign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1861 .  205 

McGuire,  Hunter.  Mentioned .  556,  583 

Mclntire,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  519, 550 

McIntosh,  JohnB. 

Correspondence  with 

Bacon,  AVilliam  P .  819 

Wilson,  .James  H .  76.3,  787,  818,  835,  836,  818,  867,  885,  892,  936,  937,  965 

Mentioned .  21,  25, 16, 17,  55,  98,  99, 101, 101, 105,  111,  117, 121, 127, 128,  516-520, 

531,  730,  716,  779,  795,  835,  818,  890-892,  903,  912,  913,  921,  936,  961,  96.5,  987 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang,  7-Nov.  28,1861  .  .529,531 

Mclrvin,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  519 

McKay,  James.  Mentioned .  512 

McKean,  James  P.  Mentioned .  138 

McKee,  George  W.  Mentioned .  59 
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McKelvy,  Samuel.  Mentioued .  977 

McKendry,  Archibald.*  Meutioiied .  97,98,130 

Mackenzie,  Ranald  S. 

Mentioned .  33,  55, 107,  125, 131, 151,  154,  159, 162, 163, 175, 176, 178,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  179 

McKillip,  Archibald  W.  Mentioned .  979 

McKinley,  Nerval.  Mentioned .  983 

McKinley,  William,  jr.  Mentioned .  36,3,364 

McKinney,  Edward  P. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Gibbs .  621 

Mentioned .  484,  622,  631,  632 

McKnight,  James. 

Mentioned .  108, 127, 152, 154,  226,  233,  271,  985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov'.  28, 1864  .  278 

McLaughlin,  George  H.  Mentioned .  127 

McLaughlin,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  984 

McLaughlin,  William.  Mentione<l .  1011 

McLean,  John’H.  Mentioued .  753 

McMaster,  Charles.  Mentioned . 441 

McMenamin,  John.  Mentioned .  762 

McMichael,  Paul  A.  Mentioned .  595 

McMillan,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  310 

McMillan,  James  W. 

Mentioned .  53,  77, 108, 114, 122,  127, 

133,  280, 281, 284,  285,  288-291,  293,  302,  305,  308-310,  316-318,  322,  824, 985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  308,  313 

McMillan,  John  C.  Mentioned .  564 

McMurray,  Mitchell.  Mentioned .  198 

McNamara,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned .  359 

McNeill,  John  H.  Mentioned .  30, 

89,  653,  660,  668,  692,  726,  741,  806,  829,  887,  888,  893,  951,  959,  968,  972 

McNulty,  Caleb  J.  Mentioned . 835 

McNulty,  John.  Mentioned .  5 

McNulty,  William  G.  Mentioned .  765 

Macomber,  Horatio  E.  Mentioned .  343,  369 

McPherson,  James  A.  Mentioned .  977 

McPherson,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  861 

McQuesten,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with  Wesley  Merritt .  956 

Mentioned .  119,  446 

MeVean,  John  J.  Mentioued .  544 

McVicker,  George  W.  Mentioned . . .  853 

Maddux,  John  W.  Mentioned .  331 

Madison  Court-House,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  21, 1864.  See  GordonsviUe, 

Fa.  Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28,  1804,  etc. 

Mahan,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  406,408 

Mahnken,  John  H.  Mentioned .  474,480 

Mahoney,  William.  Mentioned .  233,  245,  246 

Main,  John  G.  Mentioned .  138,479,485 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st,  989. 

Artillery,  Light— 5affer/es :  1st,  109,115,123,128,134,280-282,319-323,325, 

331,  351,  355-359,  824,  986 ;  5th,  108,  114, 121, 127, 132, 149, 173, 185, 192, 195, 

198,  271-273,  985. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  978. 
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Maine  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued, 

Infantry — Battalions:  Coast  Guard,  976,  989.  Compunies :  State  Guards 
{MUUia),  989.  Regiments  :  1st  (  Vctemn),  126, 132,  215,  216;  7th,  108,  tl3, 

121,  212,  213,  217,  218,  221,  985 ;  12th,  109,  111,  122, 128, 133,  299,  300,  325,326, 
340,727,  986;  13th,  109,  985;  14th,  109,  111,  122,  128,  133,  325,  326,  727, 

986;  15th,  109,  985;  29th,  108, 114, 121, 127, 133,  294,  312,  985;  30th,78, 109, 


127,  985. 

Malin,  George  W.  Mentioned .  540 

Manassas  Junction,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  11, 1864  .  2 

Mandy,  Harry  J.  Mentioned . .  551 

Mann,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  .J.  McGonnigle .  630,786 

Mentioned .  620-622,  624-628,  630,  631 

Testimony  of.  Board  of  Inquiry  ou  attack  on  Union  supply  train,  Aug. 

13,1864 . 628-630 

Mann,  Nehemiah  H.  Mentioned . 475 

Manning,  George  A.  Mentioned . .  911 

Marcy,  George  O.  Mentioned . : .  103,111 

Mark,  Penrose  G.  Mentioned .  198 

Marker,  Caleb. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  U.  Kelley .  938 

Mentioned .  915 


Marker,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  421 

Mar.sh,  Charles  H.  (Prhmte.)  Mentioned .  551 

Marsh,  Charles  H.  (Scout.)  Mentioned . . .  773 

Marsh,  John  F.  Mentioned . . .  976 

Marshall,  Charles.  Mentioned . 616 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Jtohert  E.  Lee. 

Marston,  Oliver  H.  Mentioned . . .  128 

Martin,  J ames  W.  Mentioned .  350 

Martin,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  112,130,975 

Martin,  Walter  K.  Mentioned . 614 

Martindale,  Franklin  G.  Mentioned .  435,  512 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 


Action  near.  Sept.  18, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaiyu,  Any.  7-jVor. 
28,  18G4.  Report  of  Aver  ell,  }>.  498. 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  31, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Canipaiyn,  Any.  V-Xov. 


28,  1804.  Report  of  Sheridan,  p.  45;  itineraries,  i)p.  8^85. 

Maryland,  Oiierations  in.  Communications  from 

Rupley,  S.K .  949 

lUaite,  JohnM .  943 

Maryland,  Eastern  Shore  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  Henry  H.  Lockwood .  927 

Operations  on.  Communications  from  George  W.  P.  Smith . .  78.5,800 

Maryland,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A  . .  755 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  755 

Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  2d,  567,613. 


Cavalry — Battalions:  2d,  5,  6,  186,  468,  488,  566,  904,  994,1004,1019.  Regi¬ 
ments  :  1st,  5,  6, 186,  994, 1004. 

Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

ArtiBery,  Light — Batteries:  A,  982;  B,  983;  D,  977;  Baltimore,  982. 
Cavalry — Companies :  Smith’s,  644,  717,  927,  981.  Regiments :  1st  P.  H.  B., 
94, 422, 567,  745,  849,  867,  890,  983,  986, 1023. 
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Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union) — Continued. 

Infantry — Companies:  Patapsco  G-uards,  808,  979.  Regiments:  IstE.  S., 

765,  980,  981;  1st  P.  H.  B.,  982;  2d  E.  S.,  367,  981;  2d  P.  H.  B.,^  2,  781, 
982,983;  3d  P.  H.  B.,  623,  627,  628,  982;  6th,  108,  113, 121,  126,  132,223, 
224,226,246,248,250,  252-255,  262,  268,  269,  985;  11th,  765,  766,  773,  980; 


12th,  766,  781,  980. 

Mason, - .  Mentioned . .  484 

Mason,  James  M.  Mentioned .  989 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Janies  B.  Fry .  767 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  1st  {Batteries),  A,  989;  B,  988;  C,  989;  D, 
988;  E,  F,  989.  Batteries:  3d  Unattached  Company,  977;  6th  Un¬ 
attached  Company,  976;  7th  Unattached  Company,  976;  8th  Un¬ 
attached  Company,  976;  9th  Unattached  Company,  976;  10th  Unat¬ 
tached  Company,  976;  11th  Unattached  Company,  976;  12th  Unat- 
.  tached  Company,  976;  14th  Unattached  Company,  976;  15th  Un¬ 
attached  Company,  977.  Regiments  :  3d,  976. 

Artillery,  Light— ;  1st  (A),  108,  121,197,271-274,  778,  985;  16th, 
975. 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  1st,  978;  2d,  24,94,95,97,111,117,  130,  136,  422,  443, 
490-492,  672,  673,  762,  911,  986;  3d,  109, 114,  122,  128, 133,  322,  330,  332-334, 
339,  340,  727,  986;  5th  {Colored),  976. 

Infantry — Companies  :  2d  Unattached  Company,  988;  15th  Unattached 
Company,  989;  17th  Unattached  Company,  989;  19th  Unattached 
Company,  989;  20th  Unattached  Company,  989;  21st  Unattached 
Company,  988.  Regiments:  5th  {Militia),  166,  981;  6th  {Militia),  S61, 
879;  7th,  984;  8th  {Militia),  981;  10th,  984;  26th,  109,  114,122,128,133, 
325,326,727,986;  30th,  76,  108,  114,  121,  127,  133,  283,  290,  293,  294,  308, 
312,313,  985;  34th,  110,  115,123,  128,134,  372,  374-383,  388,  981;  37th,  67, 
107,  112,  125,  162-164,  173,  182, 185,  187,  190, 794, 984 ;  38th,  109,  115, 122, 
128, 134,  3£6,  340,  341,  343-34.5,  986 ;  42d,  977;  60th,  751,  773. 

Massey,  George  V.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  H.  Lockwood. 


Mather,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  694 

Mathers,  James.  Mentioned .  464,466 

Mathews,  James  D.  Mentioned .  1012 

Matthews,  Amasa E.  Mentioned . 462 

Matthews,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  980 

Maulsby,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  Max  Weber .  701 

Mentioned .  619,  738 

Maxson,  B.  Frank.  Mentioned .  119 

Maxwell,  George  R.  Mentioiu'd .  455 

May,  Lewis  A. 

Mentioned . 108,126,985 

Eeports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam])aign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  269,  270 

Mayell,  Henry.  Mentioned .  146,147,527 

Meach,  George  E.  Mentioned .  551 

Mead,  John  B.  Mentioned . ! .  127 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned .  952,  994 

Means,  James  C.  Mentioned .  820 

Means,  Samuel  C.  Coriesi)ondence  with  War  De])artment,  U.  S .  799 

Medals  of  Honor.  Awarded  by  U.  S.  Congress  for  distinguished  services  in 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  550 


rVmipany  F  soi  vod  :!S  cav.'ilrv. 
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Meeks,  David  J.  Mentioned .  550 

Moem,  A.  Russell;  Re])ort  of  Slieiiaudoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7~Nov. 

28,1864 .  589 


Meigs,  John  R.  Mentioned .  30,  56,  99, 102,  739,  793,  800 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned .  792 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quarterwaster-GeneraVa  Office,  U.  S.  J. 

Melton,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  993 

Melvin,  Thayer. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell .  789, 804, 820 

Mentioned .  738,  739,  762 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  Hunter;  also  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

Mercer,  John  T.  Mentioned .  1013 

Merchant,  Charles  S.  Mentioned .  988 

Merrilh  Joseph  C.  Mentioned .  400,630 

Merritt,  A.  Clarkson.  Mentioned . 147,148 

Merritt,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  986 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  452 

Devin,  Thomas  C .  834 

Di  Cesnola,  Louis  P .  770,  847,  864,  865,  890,  891,  921,  946 

Gibbs,  Alfred .  82.5,946 

Lowell,  Charles  R.,  jr . 956 

McQuesteii,  .James  F . 956 

Myers,  Edward .  834 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  5.5,711,944,945,9.56 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  453, 

701, 745,  769,  794,  802,  816,  825,  833,  846,  864,  873,  874,  883, 902,  921,  956 

Wilson,  James  H .  864,874 

Mentioned .  17-19,  21,  22,  26,  27,  29,  31,  33, 

36, 42-50, 52-56,  62,  97,  98, 101,  111,  116, 130, 136, 148, 194,  421-437,  442, 443, 
445,  446, 449,  450,  452-454,  457,  459-461, 464,  465,  470-472, 474,  477,  478, 482, 
483,  498,  499, 507,  516,  517,  522, 523,  525,  537, 548,  553,  614,  621,  672,  677-679, 
711,  722,  745,  772,  797,  801,  822,  833,  835,  842,  847,  848,  851,  852,  861, 867,  875, 
880,  884,  885,  903,  912,  914,  922,  925,  942, 945,  947,  948, 952,  95.3,  958,  972,  986 


Reports  of 

Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va.  Expedition  from  AVinchester 


into,  Nov.  28-Dec.  3, 1864 . ? .  671 

Shenandoah  A’’ alley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  438,  443,  446, 448 

Meyer,  John.  Mentioned .  128,  305 

Michigan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  930 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  13th,  976 ;  14th,  975. 


Cavalry— /?e5r//we/?fs :  1st,  107,  111,  116,  120,  125,  130,  136,  448,  455,  458-463, 
466,  468, 977,  978,  984,  986 ;  5th,  111,  116, 130,  136,  458-462,  465,  467, 978,  986 ; 
6th,  111,  116, 130, 136,  454,  455,  458-461,  46.3-469,  978,  986;  7th,  111,  116, 130, 


136, 454,  455, 458-461, 465,  467-469,  978,  986. 

Infantry — Regiments:  ,26th,  977. 

Mickles,  Philo  D.,  jr.  Mentioned .  6,38 

Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps). 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Tyler,  Erastus  R .  895 

AVallace,  Lew .  969 

Included  in  Middle  Military  Division .  719 
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Middle  Department  (8th  Army  Corps) — Continued. 

Inspection  of  1st  Separate  Brigade.  Communication  from  Francis  I.  D. 

Webb .  765 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Tyler,  Erastus  B . 766 

Wallace,  Lew . •. .  766,  773,854 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Churchman,  Caleb .  718 

Lockwood,  Henry  H .  717,  718 

. .  693 


Tyler,  Erastus  B 


Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Wallace:  No.  65,  869. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Wallace:  No.  194,  706;  No.  197,  736;  No. 

198,751;  No.  199,  766  ;  No.  200,773;  No.  201,  781;  No.  202, 

790;  No.  203,  799;  No.  204,808;  No.  207,  839;  No.  208,  854; 

No.  2  13,  908.  Lockwood:  No.  33,  869. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Middle  Military  Divi¬ 
sion. 

Middle  Military  Division.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  fromdoseph  H.  Taylor .  762 


Constituted . 

Orders,  series  1864 — Sheridan :  Aug.  9,  739;  Aug.  10,  760;  Aug.  12,  775; 

Aug.  16,  813;  Aug.  28,  941.  Emory:  Aug.  10,763.  Kenly : 
Aug.  12,  628.  Merritt:  Aug.  16,  816.  Russell:  Aug.  12,  778. 
Wilson:  Aug.  14,  795;  Aug.  25,  913;  Aug.  27,  936;  Aug.  30, 
964.  Wright:  Aug.  9,  743;  Aug.  10,  762;  Aug.  11  (two),  768; 
Aug.  12,  778;  Aug,  13,785;  Aug.  16,  814;  Aug.  22,  883;  Aug. 
30,  963. 


719 


Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Sheridan:  No.  3,  793;  Aug.  10  (two),  760; 

Aug.  11,  767;  Aug.  13,  784;  Aug.  19,843;  Aug.  25,  906;  Aug. 
27,  933;  Aug.  28,  941 ;  Aug.  30,  962.  Di  Cesnola  :  Aug.  19,  847. 
Emory :  Aug.  28,  944.  Merritt:  Aug.  19,  847.  Torbert:  Aug. 
21,  876.  Wilson:  Aug.  12  (two),  779;  Aug.  16,  818;  Aug.  26, 
923,924;  Aug.  30  (two),  964. 

Orders, 'General,  series  1864 — Sheridan:  No.  1,  720,721;  No.  2,  721,726; 

No.  3,  726;  No.  4,  501;  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  738;  No.  9,  739;  No.  11, 
784;  No.  12,  800.  Campbell:  No.  20,  170.  Dwight:  No.  50, 
.307.  Emory:  No.  4,845.  Torbert:  No.  1,  744;  No.  6,  801; 
No.  7,  846;  No.  13,  437.  Wilson:  No.  42,  876. 

Orders, Special,  series  1864 — Sheridan  :  No.  2,  726;  No.  3,  739;  No.  5,  793; 

No.  6,  800;  No.  9,  842;  No.  10,  619;  No.  14,896;  No.  lo’ 
940;  No.  19,  620;  No.  20,  962;  No.  41,  505.  Wilson:  No.  76, 


795.  Wright:  No.  180,  920. 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Assigned  to  command  of . 719 

Assumes  command  of .  721 

TorberL  Alfred  T.  A. 

Assigned  as  Chief  of  Cavalry  of .  501 

Assumes  command  of  cavalry  of .  744 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  9, 1864  .  743 

Aug.  19,  1864  . ^ .  848 

Aug.  24, 1864  .  902,  903 

Aug.  30, 1864 .  965 

Aug.  31, 1864  .  974-987 
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Middle  Military  Division.  (Union) — Continued. 

Union  troo])s  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Sept.  10, 1861 . .  o . .  o .  =  =  o  =  o ,  = .  o  .  61 

Sept.  19, 1864 .  107-112 

Oct.  19, 1864 . ^ . . . .  125-130 

Middleton,  Gabriel.  Mentioned . *. . . .  933 

Middletown,  Va. 


Action  at.  See  Neivto^rn  (or  Middletown),  Va.  Action  at,  Xov.  12,  1864. 

Skiruiisli  at.  Sept.  20, 1864,  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaiyn,  Aug.  7-Nor. 

28, 1864.  Reports  of  Devin,  jn  475;  Wilson,  p,  518. 

Middleway,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  21, 1864.  ^ee  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam¬ 
paign.  Report  of  Horatio  (}.  Wright,  p.  155;  Sheridan  to  Averell, 
p.  877;  Wilson  to  Merritt,  p.  874;  Wilson  to  Torhert,p.  H75. 

Miles,  Nelson  A.  Mentioned .  94 

Miles,  William  W.  Mentioned .  HI 

Milford,  Va.  Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  22,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Merritt,  Wesley.  *Stagg,  Peter.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Sheridan,  Pbili])  H. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  95,  99, 105. 

Oct.  25-26,  1864.  ^ee  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-S'ov.  28,  1864. 

Reports  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  j).  553;  Powell,  pp.  510,511;  journal  of 


Hotehhiss,  p.  583. 

Military  Complications,  Communications  from 

Crook,  George . 968 

Weher,  Max .  886 

Militia.  Calls  for.,  etc.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  755,  756 

Conch,  Darius  N . . .  706,  737,  756 

Maryland,  Governor  of .  755 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of .  755 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of .  724 

Miller, - .  Mentioned . . . . .  331 

Miller,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  232 

Miller,  Charles  H.  Foi-  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  B.  McIntosh. 

Miller,  Frank  B.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  894,  904 

Miller,  Frederick  R.  Mentioned .  620,  627 

Miller,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  208  - 

Milligan,  Robert.  Mentioned . 717,718,766 

Milliken,  Charles  A.  • 

Mentioned .  108, 126,  214 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  218 

Milroy,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  752 

Miner,  Milton  L.  Mentioned .  109,286,287,986 

Minnich,  Edwin  G.  Mentioned .  138 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  13th,  17th,  18th,  21st,  566. 

Mitchell,  Harris  B.  Mentioned .  545,549 

Mitchell,  John  K.  Mentioned .  997 

Mitchell,  P.  Jordan.  Mentioned . 138 

Mitchell,  William.  Mentioned .  980 

Mitzel,  Alexander  von.  Mentioned .  977 
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Mobberly,  John  W.  Mentioned .  693 

Molineux,  Edward  L.*  • 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  Emory .  687 

Mentioned .  109, 114, 122, 128, 133,  279,  280, 283, 

284,  304,  314,  315,  318-326,  332,  336,  340,  345,  346,  348,  349,  351,  357,  824,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  329,  333 

Monaghan,  William.  Mentioned .  1003, 1012 

Monier,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  1003 

Montague,  George  L.  Mentioned .  107,125,184,185,190,984 

Montgomery  County,  Md.  0])erations  in,  Oct.  7-11, 1864.  Report  of  Erastus 

B.  Tyler .  644 

Mooney,  Michael.  Mentioned .  358 

Moore, - .  Mentioned .  592 

Moore,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned .  983 

Moore,  Alpheus  S.  Mentioned .  84,  111,  130, 136,  433, 434,  450, 509, 510, 514 

Moore,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned .  363,  364 

Moore,  Caleb.  Mentioned .  111,519,544,835,866,867,937,987 

Moore,  Edwin  L. 

Mentioned . . 610 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  609 

Moore,  George  G.  Mentioned .  551 

Moore,  Samuel  J.  C.  Mentioned .  600 

Moore,  Shiiver.  Mentioned . . .  129,  410 

Moore,  Thomas  W.  C.  Mentioned .  720,947 

Moorefield,  W.  Va. 

Engagement  near.  See  Oldfields,  IV.  Va.  Eriyayement  at,  near  Moorefield, 

Aug.  7,  1864. 

Expedition  from  Kernstown  to,  etc.,  Nov.  28-Dec.  2,  1864  .  2 

Expedition  from  New  Creek  to,  Nov.  6-8, 1864,  and  skirmish.  Report  of 

George  R.  Latham .  652 

Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  27-28, 1864,  affair  at  New  Creek  (28th),  and  skirmish 
(28th)  at  Piedmont. 

Communications  from 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  658,  659,  662,  669 

Latham,  George  R . . . . .  659,  661,  668,  669 

Reports  of 

Fisher,  John . 665 

Fleming,  Rufus  E .  662 

Harrison,  George  W .  665 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  655 

Latham,  Gt'orge  R . *. .  660 

Lets  Robert  E . .  667 


Potts,  Peter  J . 

Rosstu',  Thomas  L . 

Sheridan,  Philip  H - 

Stewart,  C.  Seaforth.. 

Winants,  H.Jv . 

Morehouse,  John  B.  Mentioned. 
Morford,  William  E.  Mentioned 

Morgan,  John  E.  Mejitioned _ 

Morgan,  JohnH.  Mentioned - 

Morgan,  Rollin  H.  Mentioned . . . 
Morgan,  William  A.  Mentioned 
Moriarty,  David  P.  Mentioned.. 


. .  663,664 

.  669 

.  653 

.  654 

.  666 

. .  535,536 

.  630 

. 983 

36,  37,  ()51,  936,  1010,  101 1, 1013 

. .  540 

.  554 

.  982 
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Morris,  Casper  W.  Mentioned . . .  771 

Morris,  John  B.  Mentioned . . .  977 

Morris,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  Lew.  Wallace .  908 

Mentioned .  766,  799,  839,  854,  908, 981 

Morrison,  William  S.  Mentioned .  139 

Morrow,  Albert  P.  Mentioned . . .  489 

Morrow,  John  T.  Mentioned .  328 

Morse,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  127 

Morse,  Llewellyn  J.  Mentioned .  989 

Morton,  John  E.  Mentioned .  138,  323,  356,  358,  359 

Mosby,  John  S. 

Mentioned .  23,  24,  35,  55,  56,  84,  95, 184, 186,  428, 

464,  467,  484, 490,  508,  509,  536,  543,  553,  615-619,  622,  623,  633,  635-638,  644, 
646,  670,  672,  683,  684,  722,  724, 727,  729,  740,  742,  772, 776,  777,  783,  785,  792, 
798,  802, 811,  813,  814,  822,  823,  826, 828,  829, 831,  836,  841, 842, 845,  858-860, 
866,  877, 897, 899,  901,  902,  909-911,  919,  933,  942,  943,  963,  990, 1000, 1021 

Reports  of  Mosby’s  operations,  Aug.  9-Oct.  14, 1864 .  633,  635 

Mosby’s  Operations,  Aug.  9-Oct.  14,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  831 

Averell,  William  W .  828,  829 

Edwards,  Oliver . .  814 

Emory,  William  H . 845 

Gansevoort,  Henry  S .  832 

Gardner,  Robert  S .  836 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  785,933 

Lee,  Robert  E . 1 .  635 

Mann,  Janies  C .  786 

Smith,  Howard  M . : .  866 

Stevenson,  John  D .  826, 828,  829 

Taylor,  Walter  H .  1000 

Waite,  John  M . ' .  882 

Wells,  Henry  H .  823,910,963 

Reports  of 

Blazer,  Richard .  615 

,  Gansevoort,  Henry  S .  616, 618 

Lee,  Robert  E .  633 

Mosby,  John  S . : .  633,  635 

See  also  Board  of  Inquiry.  Attack  on  Union  stq)pJy  train,  Any.  13, 1864. 

Moses,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  214 

Moson,  Richard  F.  Mentioned .  ^78 

Moulton,  Albert  P.  Mentioned .  392 

Mount  Crawford,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  2,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley 
Campaiyn,  Aug.  7-Nov.28,  1864.  Reports  of 
Devin,  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesle3^  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  92;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  577. 

Mount  Jackson,  Va. 

Action  at  Rude’s  Hill,  near.  See  Rude’s  Hill,  near  Mount  Jackson,  Va.  Ac¬ 
tion  at,  Nov.  22, 1864. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  23,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of  Early,  x).  656;  Horatio  G.  Wright,  p.  157 ;  itinerary,  p. 

93;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  X).  575. 
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Mount  Jackson,  Va. — Continued. 

Skirmishe.s  at. 

Sept.  24,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Ihtlley  Campaiyn,  Any.  7-.Xor.2S,  1S64. 

Report  of  Devin,  p.  476;  itinerary,  j).  63. 

Oct.  3,1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaiyn,  Any.T-Xor.  1864. 

Reports  of 

Edwards,  Oliver.  Nesmith,  Jolin  H.  .Shei  idan,  Plulijt  H. 

Hague,  Albert  G. 

Mountjoy,  Robert  P.  Mentioned .  95,  490,  670 

Mower,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  767 

Muhleman,  Edward.  Mentioned .  147, 148 

Mullen,  William  S.  Mentioned . , .  118,331 

Mullikin,  James  C.  CoiTespondenee  Avitli  Lew.  Wallace .  717 

Mundee,  Charles.  Mentioned .  193, 195 

Munford,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned . 31 

Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Coniniuuications  from 

A verell,  Williani  W . . , .  690,  789 

Baldwin,  Briscoe  G .  995 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  792,  860 

Ingalls,  Rufus .  696 

Schoonmaker,  James  M .  797 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  860 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  846,  848 

Wilson,  James  H .  948 

Munk,  William. 

Mentioned .  110,129,413,414 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  418 

Munroe,  Robert. 

Mentioned .  107, 196, 198,  200,  205,  206,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Xov.  28,  1864 .  204 

Munson,  Ralph.  Mentioned .  180 

Murchison,  Kenneth  M.  Mentioned .  1012 

Murphy,  John  K.  Mentioned .  980 

Murphy,  William  W.  Mentioned .  514 

Murray,  W.  R.  Mentioned . 606 

Myers, - .  Mentioned .  509 

Myers,  Edward.  Correspondence  tvitli  Wesley  Merritt .  834 

Myers,  James  W.  Mentioned .  395 

Nadenbousch,  John  Q.  A.  Mentioned .  1012 

Nagle,  James.  Mentioned .  981 

Nash,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  420 

Nash,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned . 398 

Neafie,  Alfred. 

Mentioned .  109, 115, 128,  134,  280,  319,  321,  323,  325,  340,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  341,  344 

Neff,  Harmanus.  Mentioned .  75I 

Neill,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  186 

Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned . 634 

Nelson,  William.  Mentioned .  567,1001,1011 

Nesmith,  John  H. 

Mentioned .  514 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  2?<,  1861 .  514 

Nettleton,  A.  Bayard.  M(“ntioned .  111,539 
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Netz,  Richard.  MciitioiuMl . 

Neville,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned . 

New  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Action  at,  Ang.  4, 1864 . 

Communications  from 

Couch,  Darius  N . 

Hoy,  John  F . . . 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . 

Stevenson,  Robert . 

Wilkinson,  Nathan . 

Reports  of 

Johnson,  Bradley  T . 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . 

Affair  at,  Nov.  28,  1864.  See  Moorejield,  W.  Vu, 


I’jiga 

2.50 

538 


693 


.  692,704 

688,  691,  692,  694,  702-706 
.  704 


692 


Skirmishes  at,  A'oj;.  27- 


4 

2 


28,  1864,  etc. 

Expedition  to  Moorelield  from.  See  Moorejield,  W.  Fa.  Expeditiou  from 
New  Creek  to,  Nov.  6-8,  1864. 

Newhall,  Frederic  C.  Mentioned .  720,971 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  se(‘.  Philip  H.  Sheridan.  ' 

New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Batteries:  1st,  975;  2d,  976. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  Lafayette  {Militia),  989. 

Cavalry — Regiments :  1st,  105,  111,  130,  519,  54.5,  549,  675,  676,  978, 987. 

Infantry — Companies:  Martin  Guards  (Militia),  9Sd.  Regiments:  14th, 

109, 114, 122, 128, 133, 290, 31.5,  325-327,  332, 727,  986. 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs :  1st,  978;  3d,  24,  98, 102,  111,  117, 130,  427,  518,  520,  ,529- 
532, 534,  536,  537,  675,  876,  987. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  (Militia),  765,  767;  4th,  107,  112,120,  125,  131, 

166, 167, 170-173, 183,  984 ;  10th,  107, 112, 120, 12.5, 131, 166, 167, 169-172,  984  ; 

14th,  108, 113, 121, 126,  132,  231,  235,  236,  985 ;  15th,  107,  112,  120, 125, 131, 

162, 163, 166-169, 171, 172, 182,  335,  984. 

New  Market,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  24,  1864.  Shenandoah  Vallen  Cam¬ 
paign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  lieports  of 
Kandall,  Francis  J.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Torheit,  Alfred  T.  A. 


Alao  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  576. 

Newt,  Alonzo  H.  Mentioned . . .  208 

Newtown,  Va. 

Action  near,  Aug.  11,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Falleg  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nor. 

28,  1864.  Reports  of 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Torhert,  Alfred  T,  A, 

Gibhs,  Alfred. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  92,  94 ;  Scott  to  Gibhs,  p.  770. 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  28, 1864 . . .  10 

Newtown  (or  Middletown),  Va.  Action  at,  Nov.  12, 1864.  See  Shenandoah 
Valleij  Campaign,  Aug,  7 -Nov,  28,  1864.  Report  of  McCausland, 
p.  614;  itineraries,  pp.  77,  93  ]  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  584. 

N^w  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments  :  5th,  374,  375,  377,  380,  381,  385,  982;  5th  (Bat¬ 
talions),  2di,  110,115,  123,  128,  134,  382,  383,  981;  6th,  129,  135,  813,  975; 

8th,  765,  980;  9th,  108, 11.3, 126, 132,  223,  224,  229,.  246,  248,  250-252,  255-257, 

260,  262,  270,  765,  882,  975, 980,  985;  10th,  872, 976, 


INDEX. 


1107 


New  York  Troops.  Meiitioucd — Continued. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  :  1st,  108, 114, 121, 127, 132, 149, 150, 157, 164, 185, 
191,  271, 272, 274-277, 985 ;  5th,  109, 122, 127,  285,  287,  291, 294,  309,  317,  318, 
986;  6th,  112,130,136,435,447,459,460,975;  20th,  28th,  988 ;  30th,  32d, 
982.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries)  A,  106,808,809,980;  F,  K,  977. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st  {Lincoln),  111;  117, 124,  130,  425,  496,506,512,651, 
733,  736,  765,  771,  852,  896,  914,  983;  1st  {Veteran),  958,  983;  2d  {Harris 
Light),  99, 102, 103,' 111,  117, 130, 137, 518,  520,  524, 529,  532-534, 536-540,  978, 
987 ;  3d,  978  ;  4th,  111,  116, 130, 184,  445,  470-475,  482,  978, 986 ;  5th,  99, 102, 
111,  117, 130, 137, 485, 520, 524-526,  529,  532-534,  547,  802,  835,  922-925,  936, 
978,  987;  6th,  111,  116, 130, 136,  445, 470-476,  478-480,  482-485,  978, 986;  8th, 
101,  111,  117, 130, 137, 521,  541, 543-54.5,  549,  675,  676,  978, 987 ;  9th,  111,  116, 
130, 136,  448,  469-472, 475-478, 480-483, 834,  978,  986 ;  10th,  978 ;  13th,  616- 
619,  762, 872,  873,  882,  918,  975,  977 ;  15th,  101,  650,  675,  958,  983 ;  16th,  618, 
638,  639, 729,  742,  762,  793,  813, 814,  833,  843, 862,  910,  918,  920,  933,  941, 942, 
955,  963, 977 ;  19th,  95,  111,  116, 130, 136,  447,  470,  475-479, 481-484, 487-490, 
833,  866,  921,  978,  986;  21st,  84,  512,  649,  765,  9.58,  983;  22d,  104, 105, 111,117, 
1.30,  521, 543, 544,  676,  978, 987 ;  25th,  94,  111,  116,  454, 455,  458,  460, 861,  978, 
986. 


Page. 


Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs  ;  41st,  872,  882,  975;  43d,  108,  113,  121,  126,  132,  192, 

212,  213,  215,  216,  218,  221,  985 ;  49th,  108,  113,  121,  126,  132,  212-216,  220, 

985;  62d,  107,  113,  120,  126,  131,  196,  198-201,  206,  207,  984;  65th,.  107, 

112, 120,  125, 131,  162, 163, 173-182, 984 ;  67th,  984 ;  69th  {Militia),  987,  988 ; 

75th,  109,  114,  122,  128,  133,  325-329,  727,  986;  77th,  108,  113,  121,  126, 

132,  212-216,  219,  220,  985;  84th  {Militia),  979;  90th,  76,  108,  114,  122, 

127,  133,  985;  91st,  908,  981;  93d  {Militia),  765,  766,  980;  103d,  860,  861, 

872,  881,  977;  106th,  108,  113,  121, 126,  132,  231,  232,  236-238, 985;  114th, 

76,  108,  114,  121,  127,  133,  280,  290,  292-294,  308,  312,  313,  985;  116th,  76, 

108,  114,  121,  127,  133,  280,  283,  294,  308,  312,  313,  985;  121st,  107,  112, 

120,  125,  131,  162,  163,  167,  173-178,  180-183,  984;  122d,  108,  113,  121,  126, 

132,  212,  213,  215,  216,  218,  219,  985;  128th,  109,  115,  122,  128,  134,  283, 

319,  332,  338-341,  343,  345,  986;  131st,  109,  114,  122,  128,  133,  280,  319, 

320,  326,  330,  332-335,  340,  727,  986;  133d,  78,  109,127,  985;  151st,  108, 

113,  121,  126,  132,  231,  2.32,  2.38-240,  985;  153d,  108,  114,  121,  127,  13.3, 

280,  294,  308, 312,  313,  824,  82.5,  985;  156th,  109, 115,  122, 128,  134,  319,  322, 

323,  332,  339-346,  727,  986;  159th,,  109,  114,  122,  128,  133,  330,  331,  33.3- 

335,  337,  727,  986;  160th,  108,  114,  122,  127,  133,  280,  290,  293,  294,  314, 

315,  985;  162d,  165th,  78,  109,  127,  985;  173d,  78, 109, 127,  536,  727,  985; 
175th,  109,  122,  128,  134,  .322,  343,  986;  176th,  109,  115,  122,  128,  134, 

283,  319,  320,  322,  323,  330,  .332,  340-343,  345,  .347,  986;  184th,  126,  132, 

229,  241,  270. 

Nichols,  George  S.  Mentioned .  Ill,  130,  474,  480,  482, 483,  986 

Nichols,  Henry  J.  Mentioned .  200,  202 

Nichols,  Thonias.  Mentioned .  651 

Nicodemus,  William  J.  L.  Mentioned .  147 

Niebuhr,  Caleb  E.  Mentioned .  988 

Nieman,  George  W.  Mentioned . .  541 

Nims,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  527 

Nineveh,  Va.  Action  at,  Nov.  12,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valleg  Camjtaign, 

Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864.  Reports  of 

PQwell,  'William  H.  Sheridan,  Phili])  H.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

A) HO  itineraries,  ]>}).  84,  86. 
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Niven,  Robert.  Mentioned .  544 

Norris,  Hardman  P.  Mentioned .  975 

North,  George  H.  Mentioned .  772,  790 

North,  William  O.  Mentioned .  119,446,458 

North  Branch,  Md.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Benja¬ 
min  F.  Kelley .  715 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Sharpshooters,  565,  1003,  1012  ;  2d,  564,  605- 
608,1002,1012.  Regiments:  1st,  564,  1002,1012;  2d,  564,  1002,  1013;  3d, 

564,  1002,  1012;  4th,  564,  601,  1002,  1013;  5th,  565,  1003,  1013;  6th,  565, 
1003,1012;  12th,  565,  1003,  1013;  14th,  564,  1002,  *1013;  20th,  565,  1003, 

1013;  21st,  565,  1003,  1012;  23d,  565,  1003,  1013;  30th,  564,  1002,  1013; 

32d,  564,  602,  603,  605-608,  1002,  1012;  43d,  564,  602-604,  606-608,  1002, 

1012;  45th,  564,  603,  605-608, 1002, 1012;  53d,  564,  602,  603,606-608,1002, 

1012;  54th,  57th,  565, 1003, 1012. 

Miscellaneous — Thomas  Legion,  566. 

Northcott,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  110,128,368 

Northern  Neck,  Va.  Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E .  990 

War  Department,  C.S .  991 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Lee:  No.  188,  993;  No.  189,  995. 

North  River,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  3, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Fallen  Campaign, 

Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864.  Journal  of  Hotelikiss,  p.  578. 

Nor  veil,  Edwin  F.  Mentioned .  527 

Nounnan,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  641,643 

Report  of  Nounnan’s  expedition  into  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  23- 

Oct.  1, 1864,  etc . 642 

Nounnan’s  Expedition  into  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.  See  Kanawha  Valley, 

W.  Va.  Nounnan’s  Expedition  into,  Sept.  23-Oct.  1, 1864,  etc. 

Noyes,  Edward  L.  Mentioned .  331 

Noyes,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  520,  817, 934,  936 

Nutter’s  Hill,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  27, 1864 .  1 

Nye,  George  H.  Mentioned . 127 

Oakes,  George  J.  Mentioned . • .  224,230 

O’Beirne,  James  R.  Corre8i)ondence  with  Moses  N.  Wisewell .  721 

Oberteuffer,  John  H.  Mentioned .  976 

O’Boyle,  Michael.  Mentioned .  987 

O’Connell,  John  D.  Mentioned .  989 

Odell,  George  D.  Report  of  affair  at  Cove  Point,  Md.,  Aug.  22, 1864  .  637 

Ohio,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Halleck,  Henry  W .  931 

War  Department,  U.  S .  916,  931,  951,  960,  969 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  1st,  982.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  L,  110, 

1 24, 129, 135,  365,  366,  414-418,  982. 

Cavalry — Companies:  3d,  983;  Union  Light  Guard,  976.  Regiments:  1st, 

978;  2d,  24,98,102,103,  111,  117,130,  137,  427,  518,  520,  524,  529-534,  539,. 
540,978,987;  6th,  978;  8th,  30,32,82,87,  111,  117,  124,  130,  136,  496,  506, 

512, 513, 647-649, 734,  735, 748,  764,  771,  772,  790,  797,  804,  819,  820,  908,  926, 

937, 983. 
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Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments:  23d,  110,116,123,  129,  135,  399,402,405,407,408,  982; 

34th,  110, 116, 123, 129, 135,  402,  408-411, 495,  878,  934,  982 ;  36th,  110, 116, 

123, 129, 135,  399,  400,  402,  405,  982 ;  91st,  110, 116, 123, 129,  399,  402,  403,  408- 
413,982;  110th,  108,  113,  121,  126,  132,  222-224,227,246-248,250-252,254, 
258-260,262,266,270,985;  116th,  110,  115,  123,  128,  134,  374-380,383-385, 

981 ;  122d,  108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 223, 224,  246, 248,  250,  252,  257,  258,  260-263, 

985;  123d,  110,115,123,128,  134,  367,  375,  377,  380,385,  386,  981;  126th, 
108,113,121,126,132,  223,  246,  248,  250,  252,  255,259,262-265,985;  131st, 

839;  137th,  799;  139th,  845,879;  140th,  879;  144th,  623,  627,628,765, 
790,854;  145th,  916;  149th,  623,  627,  628,  765,  790,  855 ;  152d,  916;  153d, 

705;  154th,  2,894,904,916;  156th,  915,916,938,939;  159th,  799;  161st, 

796;  165th,  3;  170th,  702. 

Ohlenschlager,  Emil.  Mentioned .  32, 56, 142, 145 

O’Keefifej  Joseph.  Mentioned . .  57,194,720,764 

Olcott,  Egbert. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  Wheaton .  174 

Mentioned .  67, 125, 131, 154, 167, 168, 174-176,  984 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  174, 181 

Oldfields,  W.  Va.  Engagement  at,  near  Moorefield,  Aug.  7, 1864. 

Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W .  734 

Davis,  Jefferson . .  990 

Johnson,  Bradley  T .  994 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  731,736 

Lee,  Robert  E .  990 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  725,726 

Wartman,  J.  H .  991 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Averell,  William  W .  505 

Powell,  William  H .  735 

Reports  of 

Johnson,  Bradley  T .  4 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  2 

Lee,  Robert  E .  551 

Oldswager,  John.  Mentioned .  138,229,257 

Oley,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Hibhs,  Van  B .  879 

Rucker,  William  P .  693 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Winfield,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  26, 1864 .  645 

Oliver,  Dexter  W.  Mentioned .  359 

Oltmann^,  C.  W.  Mentioned . .  568-571,  573,  576,  578,  579,  582-588 

Opequon  Creek,  Va. 

Affair  at.  See  Locke’s  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  Va.  Affair  at,  Sept.  13,  1SG4. 

Battle  of.  See  Winchester  (or  the  Opequon),  Fa.  Battle  of.  Sept.  19,  1864. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Ang.  18, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.28,  1864. 

Report  of  I^owell,  jn  486. 

Ang.  20, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  A  ug.  7-Nov.  38,  1864. 

Report  of  Ijowell,  p.  486;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  7)70. 

Sept.  13, 1864.  See  Gilhn't’s  Ford,  Opequon  Creek,  Va.  Skirmish  at. 

Sept.  15, 1864.  See  Seivers’  Ford,  0})equon  Creek,  Va.  Skirmish  at. 
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Pago. 

Opeqiion  Creek,  Va. — Continued 

8kirmisli  on  Benyville  and  Winchester  Pike  near,  Ang.  19, 1864.  See 
Shenandoah  Valley  Campaiyn,  Any.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Jleport  of 
Lowell,  j).  486. 

Opequon  Creek,  W.  Va, 

Engagement  at  Smithfield  Crossing  of.  See  Smithjield  Crossing  of  Aie  Ope¬ 
quon,  ir.  J'a.  Lnyayement  at,  Aug.  29, 1864. 

Skirmish  at.  Sept.  1, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov. 


28,  1864.  Report  of  Sheridan,  p.  22. 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C.  Mentioned .  49.5,  994,  995 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 


Union  Troops . ^ .  61, 107-112, 125-130,  743,  848,  902,  903,  96.5,  974-989 

O'Rourke,  William.  Mentioned .  180 

Orr,  George  S.  Mentioned . 214,  215,  217 

Orr,  Robert  L.  Mentioned .  193 

Otis,  Elmer.  Mentioned . 536 

Otis,  Theodore  C.  Mentioned .  306,  321 

Over,  Ewald.  Mentioned .  984 

Overturf,  John  W.  Mentioned . . .  400 

Owens,  William  A.  Mentioned . : .  603, 1012 

Owings,  Henry  W.  Mentioned. . .  738,  941 

Page,  Andrew  H.  H.  Mentioned .  581,  585 

Page,  Henry.  Mentioned .  812,846,885 

Palmer,  Frederic  S.  Mentioned .  976 

Palmer,  Henry.  Mentioned .  980 

Palmer,  John  E.  Mentioned .  118 

Palmer,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  989 

Paradise,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . 785 

Park,  Martin.  Mentioned .  395 

Parker,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  978 

Parker,  Chauncey  A.  Mentioned .  474 

Parker,  Eli  L.  Mentioned .  668 

Parker,  Francis  M.  Mentioned .  1013 

Parker,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  124,985 

Parker,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  190 

Parkins'  Mill,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  24, 1864 .  10 

Parks,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned .  118 

Parks,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned .  551 

Parmelee,  Uriah  N.  Mentioned . 103 

Parnell,  William  R.  Mentioned . 986 

Parr,  John  G. 

Mentioned . .  126,  201 

JReport  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  206 

Parriott,  George  W.  Mentioned .  395 

Parrish,  William  I.  Mentioned .  256 

Parsons,  Eben,  jr.  Mentioned .  321 

Parsons,  Enos  B. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  60 

Mentioned .  720 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 


Patchell,  James.  Mentioned .  126, 199,  201 

Patrick,  Marsena  R.  Mentioned .  998 

Patterson,  Corydon  E.  Mentioned .  248 
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Patton,  Frederick  H.  Mentioned . 738 

Patton,  George  S.  Mentioned  . . . .  597, 1011 

Patton,  James  C.  Mentioned . 980 

Patton,  Jonathan  N.  Mentioned  . .  .*. . . . .  363,  364 

Patton,  William.  Mentioned .  519 

Paul,  Charlds  R.  Mentioned .  170,171 

Paul,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  119 

Paul,  Lewis B.  Mentioned .  250 

Payne,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned . ^ .  289 

Payne,  Nathaniel.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  Nov,  29, 1864.  -  673 

Payne,  William  H.  (Brigadier-General.)  Mentioned .  38,39, 

82,  88, 89, 554,  567,  579-582,  584,  588,  656,  661,  667,  668,  675, 676, 1030, 1032 

Payne,  William  H.  (Captain.)  Mentioned - r .  640,641 

.  980 

.  628 

.  981 

.  981 

.  978 

.  540 


Peabody,  Oliver  D.  Mentioned . 

Peabody,  William  W.  Mentioned . 

Peach,  Benjamin  F.,jr.  Mentioned . 

Peale,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Peale,  James  T.  Mentioned . 

Pearson,  Warner.  Mentioned . 

Pease,  Harry. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  959 

Mentioned . . .  3,  983 

Peck,  Frank  H.  Mentiom'd . .  108, 1 18,  291,  293,  314-316,  985 

Peck,  John  J.  Mentioned .  987 

Peck,  John  W.  Mentioned .  977 

Peck,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  138,374,391 

Peck,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  87,  647-649 

Peck,  Lewis  M.  Mentioned .  536 

Peck,  Nathan  P.  Mentioned .  232 

Peck,  William  R.  Mentioned . 1003,1012 

Peebles,  William  H.  Mentioned .  1013 

Pegram,  John.  Mentioned .  450, 561, 

562,  565,  568,  574-581,  583-587,  598,  599,  678, 1002, 1003,1011,1012,1027-1032 
Peirce,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  99, 112, 130,  435,  522,  987 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  549 

Peirpoint,  Larkin.  Mentioned .  878 

Peirson,  George  H.  Mentioned .  766,981 

Pendleton,  Alexander  S.  Mentioned .  575 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  JnhaJ  A.  Earhj. 

Pendleton,  Edmund.  Mentioned .  1012 

Pendleton,  William  N.  Mentioned .  10 

Penn,  Davidson  B.  Mentioned .  1012 

Pennington,  Alexander  C.  M. 

Mentioned .  36, 

100, 102, 130, 137,  431,  520-522,  524,  527,  536,  537,  539,  541,  545,  546,  675,  676 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Xov.  28, 1864  .  532 

Pennsylvania,  Department  of.  Designation  of  Department  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  changed  to .  106 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of. 

Address  of,  to  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania .  751 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A . . .  755 

Lincoln,  Ahraham. . . . .  755 

War  Department,  U.  S .  708 
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Pennsylvania  Troops,  Mciitioiuid. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d  {Batteries),  H,  644,  765,  980;  5th,  618; 
5th  {Batteries),  E,  619. 

Artillery,  Liglit — Battalions  :  1st,  882,  97*5.  Batteries :  C,  975 ;  F,  982 ;  H,  I, 
977 ;  Keystone,  106,  707, 809,  979.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  D,  110, 124, 
129,135,365,413-416,  418,419,  983;  G,  982;  H,  976. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Hebble’ s,  106,  980 ;  Lambert’s,  106,  980 ;  Philadel¬ 
phia  City  Scouts,  789;  Sanno’s,  106,789,979;  Stroud’s,  782,797,  979; 
Warren’s,  106,  856,  973,  980.  Regiments  :  1st,  2d,  978 ;  3d,  739,  978 ;  4th, 
978 ;  6th, 95,  111,  487-490,  866,  978,  986 ;  8th, 978 ;  12th,425,  673, 674, 724, 896, 
914,982 ;  13th,  949,  978;  14th,  94,111, 117,124,130, 136, 185,  422, 496,  506, 512, 
514,  515,  771,  983 ;  16th,  978 ;  17th,  111,  116, 125, 183, 186,  439,  469-473,  475, 
482, 487,  919,  978,  986 ;  18th,  102,  111,  117, 130, 137, 521, 532-534,  536, 540-542, 
544,  978,  987;  20th,  850,  958,  983;  21st,  106,  809,  980;  22d,  94,  111,  117, 124, 
130, 136, 186, 422, 496,  506,  513,  716,  733,  771,  803,  983. 

Engineers — Companies  :  Smith’s,  *  982. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st,  808,  809,  979.  Regiments:  23d,  622,  984;  47th, 
108, 114, 122, 127, 133,  290,  294,  312-315,  985;  49th,  107, 112, 125,185-188,744, 
982,984;  54th,  110,115,123,  129,  135,  372,  381,  386-388,  390-392,  398,  982; 
61st,  108, 113, 121, 126, 132,  212-216,  218,  220,  221,  985;  67th,  108,  113,  121, 
126, 132, 222,  246,  247,  250,  252,  263,265-269,985 ;  74th,  881,977 ;  82d,  107,112, 
125, 186,  188,  984;  87th,  108, 113, 121, 126, 132, 231,  242,  985;  93d,  107, 113, 
120,126,131,194-196,198-201,  203,  205,  984;  95th,  107,  120,  125,  131,  174- 
179, 181-183,  984;  96th,  107, 120, 125, 131, 176, 177, 182, 183,  984;  98th,  107, 
113,120,126,131,196,198-201,203,984;  102d,  107,  113,  120,  126,  131,  196- 
199,201-204,984;  104th,  919, 944,  963,  977 ;  119th,  107,  112,  125,  189,  190, 


Pijpe. 


984;  138th,  108, 113, 121, 126, 132,  222,  227,  246,  247,  250-252,  259,  266,  267, 
269,  270,  985;  139th,  107,  113,  120,  126,  131,  196,  198-201,  204-207,  984; 
150th,  976;  186th,  106,  809,  980;  192d,t  706,  766,  773;  193d,  751,  766, 
981;  194th,  981;  195th,  765,980;  196th,  197th,  751,  773;  201st,  979. 


Penrose,  James  W.  Mentioned .  125 

Penrose,  William  H.  Mentioned .  44,  55,  63,  66, 125, 131, 166, 167,  424,  516,  778,  814,  984 

Perk,  J.  J.  Mentioned . . .  890 

Per  Lee,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned .  108, 292, 985 

Perry,  William  L.  Mentioned .  328 

Peters,  William  E.  Mentioned .  4-6,  726,  734,  994 

Petersburg,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  11, 1864.  Report  of  Daniel  Sheets..  645 
Petrie,  Peter  B. 

Correspondence*  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  878,  888,  894,  915,  938,  951,  959,  968 

Mentioned .  983 

Petrie,  Willard  A.  Mentioned .  421 

Pettit,  Rufus  D.  Mentioned .  977 

Peyton,  Greene.  Mentioned .  586,  600 

Peyton,  Henry  E.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee .  610 

Pfouts,  Leonard.  Mentioned .  540 

Phelps,  Horace  E.  Mentioned .  137 

Phillips,  Augustus.  Mentioned  .  138,  229,  234 

Phillips,  Daniel  M.  Mentioned .  118 

Phillips,  John  W. 

Mentioned .  Ill,  130 


Rei)ort  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  540 

Phinney,  Stewart  W. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  300 

Mentioned . . .  299 


Formerly  Gaskill  s. 


t  Also  called  20tli  Militia. 
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Pickens,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  1013 

Pickett,  George  E.  Mentioned .  20,  91,  94,  791, 889, 890,  905,  936, 953, 997, 1017 

Piedmont,  Va.  Skirmisli  near,  Oct.  9, 1864 .  1 

Piedmont,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  28, 1864.  Moorefield,  JV.  Va.  Skh'- 
•  mishes  at,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  etc. 

Pierce,  Lewis  B.  Mentioned . 733,982 

Pinckard,  William  E.  Mentioned .  564 

Pinckney,  George  E.  Mentioned . : .  331 

Pine,  Benjamin  A.  Mentioned . 170,171 

Pinkham,  Hollis  C.  Mentioned .  6.30,786 

Plainer,  John  S.  Mentioned .  983 

Poague,  William  T.  Mentioned . 997 

Poe,  Philip  F.  Mentioned .  395 

Polhamus,  William  A.  Mentioned .  540 

Poling,  Newton.  Mentioned .  395 

Polk,  John  R.  Mentioned .  128,  305 

Pollard,  Henry  M. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  299 

Mentioned .  300 

Pomeroy,  David  H.  Mentioned .  550 

Pontoons.  Employment  of,  etc.  Communications  from  Max  Weber .  747,  795 

Poole,  John  F.  Mentioned .  119 

Pope,  Albert  A.  Mentioned .  697 

Pope,  Edmund  M.  Mentioned . . . 519,  .544 

Pope,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  331, 335 

Pope,  Y.  J.  Mentioned .  595 

Porter,  Francis  E.  Mentioned .  988 

Porter,  G.  Ellis.  Mentioned .  982 

Porter,  James.  Mentioned .  203 

Porter,  Sylvester.  Mentioned .  397 

Porter,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  109, 128, 133,  304,  325,  986 

Port  Republic,  Va. 

Skirmishes  at. 


Sept.  26, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  VaUey  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Deane,  Charles  W.  Kidd,  James  H.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Lomax,  Lnnsford  L. 

Sept.  27,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Itinerary,  p.  85. 

Sept.  28, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  xiug.  7-Nov.  28,1864. 


Reports  of 

Early,  Jubal  A.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Lee.  liobert  E.  Powell,  William  H. 

Potomac  River.  Navigation  of.  Communications  from 

Henry,  .Joseph . 810 

Key ser,  Benjamin  U .  810  * 

War  Department,  U.  S. . . .  809 

Potter,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  Tliomas  F.  Wildes .  382 

Mentioned . .  128,  381,  382 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  381 

Potter,  George  H.  Mentioned .  649 

Potter,  Orson  O.  Correspondence  with  William  H.  Emory .  700 

Potts,  Junius  D.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee .  999 
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Potts,  Peter  J. 

Mentioned .  87,  89,  656,  657,  659-662,  669 

Ke})orts  of  skirmislies  at  Mooreficld,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  (‘tc .  663,  664 

Powell,  William  H. 

Assignment  to  command . .  505 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Engagement  at  Oldfields,  \V.  Va.,  near  Mooretield, 

Aug.  7, 1864  . .  735 

Mentioned.  28,31,32,  35,  36,  49,  52,  53,  55,  56,  85,  93, 100, 130, 136;  147,379,  429-434,437, 
442, 461,  477,  494-496, 505,  506,  523,  534,  554,  614,  677,  679,  735,  736, 827,  983 

Reports  of  Slienandoali  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  506,  511, 512 

Power,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  263 

Powers,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  397 

Prados,  Louis.  Mentioned .  1003 

Pratt,  Alonzo  D.  Mentioned .  827 

Pratt,  Harrison  W.  Mentioned .  110,377,379,981 

Prendergast,  Richard  G.  Mentioned .  84,  513 

Prentiss,  Clifton  K. 

Mentioned .  108,  223,  224,  226,  248,  249,  251 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  252 

President,  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 

President,  U.  S.  See  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Prevost,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  979 

Price,  William  G.  W.  Mentioned .  398 

Pridemore,  Auburn  L.  Mentioned . 652 

Prisoners  of  War. 

Reported  attempt  for  the  release  of.  Communications  from 

Grant,  U.S . 775 

Halleck,  Henry  W . 778 

Treatment  of.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  836 

Grant,  U.S . 811 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  843 

Private  Property. 

Action  touching.  Communication  from  Philip  H.  Sheridan .  43 

Depredations  on.  Communications  from  James  H.  Wilson .  787,  818 

Destruction  of.  Communications  from 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  816 

War  Department,  C.  S .  998 

Probasco,  Jacob  O.  Mentioned .  467 

Property  Captured. 

Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  into, 

Nov.  28-Dec.  3, 1864,  hy  Union  troops .  673 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864,  hy 

Confederate  Troops . 38 

Union  Troops .  37,  58,  59,  436,  443,  529,  548 

Pryce,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  331 

Puder,  John.  Mentioned .  541,542 

Pugh,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  796 

Purington,  George  A. 

Mentioned .  102,  111,  117, 130, 518,  987 

Report  of  Shenadoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  539. 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Gardner,  Robert  S .  836 

Ingalls,  Rufus .  696 

Quay,  George  W.  Mentioned . 137,348 
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Quinan,  T.  H.  Mentioned .  637 

Qiiimi,  Timothy. 

Assignment  to  eommand . 8S6 

Mmitioned . . . .  Ill,  130,  886,  983 

Radford,  John  T.  Mentioned .  512,614 

Ramsay,  James  R.  Mentioned .  693 

Ramseiir,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  24,  25,  32,  33,  47,  493,  496,  503, 

518,  528,  553-555,  560-562,  564,  567-574,  576-583,  599,  600,  604,  605,  773,  889, 
912,  953,  966,  969,  991, 1000, 1002,  1003, 1010, 1011, 1013,1018-1025,1027-1031 

Rand,  Silas  M.  Mentioned .  540 

Randall,  Francis  J. 

Mentioned .  107, 152, 154,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  182 

Randall,  George  W.  Mentioned .  109,  985 

Randolph,  M.  L.  Mentioned .  600 

Rank,  William  D.  Mentioned .  980 

Rankin,  William  S.  Mentioned .  1012 

Ransom,  Dunbar  R.  Mentioned .  112,130,922,987 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  CeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A .  1003 

Mentioned .  567,  990,  993,  996, 1001, 1008, 1019 

RelicA^ed  from  command  of  cavalry.  Army  of  the  Valley  District .  993 

Rasberry,  William  J.  Mentioned .  138 

Rawlins,  John  A.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Statf,  see  TJ.  S.  (irant. 

Rayburn,  Lovel  C.  Mentioned .  119,  402 

Raymond,  Carrington  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  C.,  see  Christopher  C. 
Augur. 

Raymond,  James  P.  Mentioned . •  331 

Rectortown,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  10, 1864  . .  1 

Reed,  William  B.  Mentioned .  540 

Reen,  Charles.  Mentioned .  198 

Reeves,  John  N.  Mentioned .  544 

Regan,  John  W.  Mentioned .  331 

Reger,  Monroe  C.  Mentioned .  87,648 

Rehr,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  392 

Reigle,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned . .  228,  234,  242,  551 

Reilly,  Terrence.  Mentioned .  112 

Reily,  Kate.  Mentioned . . . . . ,  184 

Reinhold,  Martin.  Mentioned . ’ .  475 

Remley,  George  A.  Mentioned . 331 

Reno,  Marcus  A.  Mentioned .  435,  512,  827,  836,  837,  864,  890 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Alfred  T.  A.  Torhert. 

Revell,  William  A.  Mentioned .  619 

Rexford,  Willie  M.  Mentioned .  331,  340 

Reymer,  Michael  D.  Mentioned .  973 

Reynolds,  Charles.  Mentioned . 981 

Reynolds,  George.  Meutioned .  551 

Rhoades,  Charles  W.  C.  Mentioned .  321 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  1st  (BaUerics),  C,  108,  114,  121,  127, 132,  149, 

195,  201,  206,  271,  272,  277,  985 ;  D,  109,  115,  123,  128, 134,  281,  282,  285-287, 

342,  347,  348,  352,  986 ;  G,  108, 121, 127, 132, 157,  271,  272,  277,  985 ;  H,  976. 
Cavalry— /?e5r//we/7fs :  1st,  98, 110, 129,  433,  436,  484,  487,  978,  986. 
h\fai\try— Companies  :  Ho.spital  Guards,  989.  'Regiments  :  2d,  67,  107, 112, 
125,187,190,984. 
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Rhodes,  Augustus  C.  ^lentioned .  670 

Rhodes,  Elisha  H. 

Mentioned . i . 1 .  107,  125,  984 

Reijort  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Cainpidgn,  Aug.  7-Npv.  28, 1864  .  190 

Rice,  James  Q,  Mentioned . . .  118, 177, 179 

Rich,  Reuben  H.  Mentioned . 277 

Richards,  Adolphus  E.  Mentioned . 634,635 

Richards,  Benjamin  W.  Mentioned .  224 

Richards,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  990 

Richardson,  Edmund.  Mentioned .  977 

Richardson,  Robert  M.  Mentioned .  983 

Richmond,  Caleb.  Mentioned .  600 

Richmond,  Duncan.  Mentioned .  138,331,334 

Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31,  1864.  Operations  during. 
Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S .  791,  799,  822,  856,  870 

Lee,  Robert  E . 996 

See  also  Vol.  XL,  Pt.  I. 

Ricketts,  James  B. 

Mentioned  . .  26,  27,  32,  45,  48, 

54,  55,  68,  70,  73,  108, 113, 121, 125, 131, 149-156, 158, 159, 161, 163, 164, 167, 
168,  183, 187, 188, 191, 192, 194, 199-201,  203,  206, 207,  213,  225-228,  239, 246- 
250,  253,  254,  256,  272,  364,  370,  426,  686,  743,  768,  778,  785,  814,  902,  952,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  221 

Ricksecker,  Rufus.  Mentioned .  119,247,264 

Riddle,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  975 

Riemenschneider,  John  W.  Mentioned .  137 

Rife,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  988 

Rigby,  James  H.  Mentioned .  982 

Rigby,  William  T.  Mentioned . . .  350,  357 

Riley,  James  D.  W.  Mentioned .  395 

Riley,  Peter.  Mentioned .  421 

Ripley,  Robert  A.  Mentioned .  331 

Ripley,  Theodore  A.  Mentioned .  128,  305, 327 

Roach,  Lucien.  Mentioned .  331 

Robbins,  John  D.  Mentioned .  383 

Roberts,  Cyrus  S.  Mentioned .  363,364 

Roberts,  Horatio.  Mentioned . 981 

Roberts,  William  P.  Mentioned .  979 

Robertson,  Claude  S.  Mentioned .  988 

Robertson,  John.  Mentioned .  465 

Robertson,  Peter. 

Mentioned .  108,126 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  236,  237 

■Robeson,  William  P.,  jr.  Mentioned .  Ill,  .535, 537 

Robinson,  David.  Mentioned .  232 

Robinson,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  278 

Robinson,  Robert  A.  Mentioned . 978 

Robinson,  Sampson  B.  Mentioned .  568,  .570,  571,  577-.579, 583-588 

Roche,  James  D.  Mentioned .  316 

Rbckafellow,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  978 

Rockfish  Gap,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  28,  1864.  ^ee  Shevandoah  Vallen  Cam- 
paifjyi,  A  11(1.  7-Nor.  28,  1864.  lieporis  of 
Devin,  Thomas  C.  Lowell,  Charles  P.,  ,jr.  Torhert,  Alfred  T,  A. 

Lee,  Edwin  G. 

Also  ilincniry,  p.  95;  journal  of  JJolchkiss,  ]).  577. 
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Rodenbough,  Theopliilus  F.  Mentioned .  Ill,  443,  445 

Rodes,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  23- 

25,  38,  39,  84,  85,  486,  497,  513,  552,  554,  555,  557,  567-575,  580,  583, 
598,  601,  773,  889,  912,  961,  991,  993,  1000-1002,  1010-1012,  1017-1027 

Rodgers,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  367,981 

Roe,  William  B.  Mentioned .  974,975 

Rogers,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  421 

Rogers,  George  H.  Mentioned .  ,548 

Rogers,  George  W.  Mentioned .  109,127,985 

Rogers,  Joab  B.  Mentioned . 535,536 

Rollyson,  Samuel  A,  Mentioned .  369 

Roome,  William  P.  Mentioned .  163, 175, 176, 178, 186 

Root,  Adrian  R.  Mentioned .  981 

Rorer,  Jonathan  T.  Mentioned .  224, 229,  250,  252 

Rosney,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  983 

Ross,  James  R.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Leu\  Wallace. 

Ross,  John  W.  Mentioned .  331 

Ross,  P.  D.  Mentioned . ^ .  564 

Ross,  William  B.  Mentioned . . .  138,  224,  229,  231 

Rosser,  Thomas  L. 

Mentioned .  31,  35,  36,  38,  82,  87-89, 100, 101, 103,  431,  432,  437, 

508,  515,  521,  523,  524,  528,  533-535,  537,  548,  549,  552,  554,  556,  559,  561,  562, 
564,  567,578-588,  605,  612,  656,  659-662,  664,  667,  668,  675,  676,  679,1029-1032 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  etc .  669 

Rouston,  Albert  J.  Mentioned .  249 

Rouzer,  John  R.  Mentioned .  248,253 

Rowley,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Couch,  Darius  N .  .  830 
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Halleck,  Henry  W .  37,  51,  720, 

725,  726,  737,  759,  783,  792,  811,  812, 830, 841,  842,  857,  917,  932,  940,  953,  961 

Howard,  Ocran  H . 147 

Hunter,  David .  730 

Inspector-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A .  738,  759 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F . .  732,  749,  772,  790,  839,  926,  967 

Kenly,  John  R .  620 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  61,62 

Merritt,  Wesley .  55,  711,  944,  945,  956 

Parsons,  Enos  B .  60 

Stevenson,  John  D . . .  826,  849,  850, 867,  876,  877,  886,  892,  913,  924,  949,  957 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  43,  437,  531,  711,  745,  769,  787,  816,  921 

Wallace,  Lew .  798,  854 

War  Department,  U.  S .  51,  61,  62,  857,  931, 969 

Weber,  Max  .  747,772,780,788,795,805 

Wilson,  James  H. .  730,  746,  802,  817,  883,  884, 891,  911,  912,  923,  934,  935,  946-948 
Wright,  Horatio  G .  51,  52,  743,  883,  902,  963 


Mentioned .  3,  37,  38,  40,  43, 52,  58, 59,  61-63,  66,  69,  71,  73,  76-78,  80-82, 87,  94, 

107, 112, 120, 125, 131,  141, 143,  146-150, 152, 155-159, 161, 185, 189, 194,  201, 
227, 238,  241,  250,  251, 256,  258,  267,  269,  281,  283,  285,  291,  306,  307,  309,  310, 
336,  348, 349,  351-353,  361,  365, 366,  368,  377,  421,  424,  431,  433-435,  446, 450, 
463-465,  467,  475,  476,  480,  493,  495-503,  516, 517,  519,  523,  532,  544,  548,  552, 
556,  558-560,  564,  580,  583,  613,  623,  625,  635,  674,  681,  682,  684,  686,  695,  698, 
699,  709,  711,  719,  720,  722,  725,  729-735,  739,  740,  746-748,  759-762,  767,  769, 
771-773,  775,  776,  778-780,  785,  787-789,  791-794,  796,  798,  800-805,  808,  812, 
815,  817-819,  822-824, 829,  831-833,  836-843,  847,  849,  850,  856-859,  861,  862, 
864, 865, 868,  870,  871,  873, 877,  878,  880,  881,  883,  884,  886,  889,  891-893,  895, 
896,  905-909,  911,  913,  917,  919-922,  925,  926,  931-933,  937,  938,  940,  944,  945, 
947-949, 951-953,  956,  957,  960,  962-964,  967,  969,  971,  974,  975,  994-996, 1006 
Reports  of 

Gordonsville,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  etc.,  Dec.  19- 

28,  1864 . . . .  38,39 

Lacey’s  Springs,  Va.  Expedition  from  Kernstown  to,  Dec.  19-22,1864.  38,  39 

Moorelield,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  27-28, 1864,  etc . .  653 

Slnmaudoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  17-37,  40 

Staff.  Announcements  of . .  720,  738,  800,  843,  940 

Ti)anks  of  IT.  S.  Congress  to,  for  victori(‘S  in  Shenandoah  Valley  Cam¬ 
paign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  18()  ! 
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INDEX. 


Page. 

Sherman,  William  T.  Mentioned .  430,519,767 

Sherman,  William  W.  Mentioned .  198 

Shier,  Charles,  jr.  Mentioned .  138,  460, 461 

Shipley,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  108, 127,  308 

Shivers,  William  R.  Mentioned .  1012 

Shoemaker,  Levi.  Mentioned .  551 

Shook,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  261 

Short,  Jim.  Mentioned .  968 

Shorter,  Captain.  Mentioned .  582, 583 

Showalter,  John  H.  Mentioned .  983 

Shreeve,  Lewis  H.  Mentioned .  250 

Shunk,  David. 

Mentioned .  80, 81, 109, 115, 

122, 128, 134,  279,  289,  292,  298,  304,  311,  312,  318,  319,  321-326,  349-353,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  346,  347 

Sibley,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  300 

Siebert,  Louis.  Mentioned .  520 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  H.  Wilson. 

Sieg,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  573 

Silsby,  Frank.  Mentioned .  329 

Simes,  Edward  D.  Mentioned .  248,  258 

Simison,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned .  110, 129,  387,  390 

Simms,  James  P. 

Mentioned .  566,593 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  589 

Simonds,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned .  331 

Simpson,  Frank  W.  Mentioned .  175 

Simpson,  James  L.  Mentioned .  395,  692, 706,  715,  887,  950, 983 

Sims,  John  V.  Mentioned .  119 

Sinclair,  William.  Correspondence  with  Inspector-Generars  Office,  U. 

S.  A . . .  685,  686,  699,  908 

Singleton,  John.  Mentioned . 218 

Sizer,  John  M.  Mentioned .  285,358 

Skinner,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned .  110,  409,  982 

Skinner,  James  H.  Mentioned .  1012 

Skinner,  Jeffrey.  Mentioned .  177, 179 

Slack,  Greenbury.  Mentioned .  119,402 

Slack,  Hedgeman.  Mentioned .  983 

Slater,  Joel  B.  Mentioned .  435 

Slough,  John  P.  Mentioned .  977 

Small,  David.  Mentioned .  190 

Small,  Lemuel  C.  Mentioned .  214,217 

Small,  Melville  R.  Mentioned .  138 

Smart,  John  C.  Mentioned .  138 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned .  670 

Smith,  General.  Mentioned .  998 

Smith,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  224,  225,  230-232, 234,  235 

Smith,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  75 

Smith,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  896 

Smith,  Demarest  J.  Mentioned .  248, 253 

Smith,  D.  Howard.  Mentioned .  1013 

Smith.  Francis  W.  Mentioned .  997 

Smith,  Gad  N.  Mentioned . 176 
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Smith,  George  W.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  H.  Lockwood 


Page. 
785,  800 


Mentioned .  981 

Smith,  Herman.  Mentioned . 119,331 

Smith,  Howard  M. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Gibbs .  860,  964 

Mentioned . .  986 

Smith,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  145 

Smith,  James  W,  Mentioned .  541 

Smith,  Robert  S.  Mentioned .  111,130,986 

Smith,  Rufus  W.  Mentioned .  138 

Smith,  S.  Crawford.  Mentioned .  982 

Smith,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  566, 595,  599, 1011, 1028 

Smith,  William.  Mentioned .  540 

Smith,  William  Prescott.  Correspondence  with  .JohnD.  Stevenson .  966 

Smith,  William  Proctor.  Mentioned .  572,  584,  .586-588, 1032 

Smith,  William  W.  Mentioned . 350,354 

Smithfield,  W.  Va. 


Skirmish  at.  See  Leetoum  arid  Smiilifield,  W.  Va.  Skirmishes  at,  Aug.  28, 


1864. 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  30, 1864 .  9 

Smithfield  Crossing  of  the  Opequon,  W.  Va.  Engagement  at,  Aug.  29, 1864. 

See  Shenandoah  Valleg  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864.  Reports  of 
Averell,  'Williaui  W.  Gibbs,  Alfred.  Sberidaii,  Philip  H. 

Devin,  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Di  Cesnola,  Louis  P. 

Also  iiineranes,  pp.  90,95',  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  571;  Sheridan  to  Averell, 
p.  966;  Merritt  to  Loivell,  p.956. 

Snicker’s  Gap,  Va. 

Operations  about,  Oct.  28-29,  1864,  and  skirmish  (29th)  at  Upperville. 


Reports  of  Christopher  C.  Augur .  646 

Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  16-17, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864.  Report  of  Chapman,  p.  543. 

Nov.  30, 1864  .  2 

Snodgrass,  John.  Mentioned .  199 

Snow,’ Alonzo.  Mentioned .  983 

Snow,  John  S. 

Mentioned .  128,  323,  356,  357 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  358 

Snowden,  James  M.  Mentioned .  176 

Snyder,  James  W. 

Mentioned . . .  126,  229,  975 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  2.56 

Sodoin,  Adilard.  Mentioned .  277 

Sorrel,  G.  Moxley.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Richard  H.  Anderson. 

Soule,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  989 

South,  Zedekiah.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley.... .  705 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry— ^affa//o/Js:  3d,  .566.  Regiments:  2d,  76,551,566,595;  3d,  .566, 
593,  .594 ;  7th,  566;  8th,  24,  46,  98, 102,  427,  517,  .530,  566,  592,  593,  893;  15th, 
486,  566,  .594;  20th,  .566. 

Miscellaneous — Hampton  Legion,  185. 

Southwest  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Department  of.  Affairs  in,  gen¬ 
erally.  Communication  from  .lohn  Echols . 
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INDEX. 


Page. 

Southworth,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned .  139,415,416,420,421 

Spangler,  Aaron.  MentioniMl .  223,  224,  229,  248,  249,  254,  258 

Spear,  Vivian  K.  Mentioned .  981 

Spear,  Wallace  M.  Mentioned .  977 

Spence,  Beldin.  Mentioned . 982 

Spencer,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  149 

Spera,  Weidner  H.  Mentioned .  125 

Sperry,  William  J.  Mentioned .  126 

Stafford,  Leroy  A.  Mentioned .  565,609,1003,1011,1012 

Stagg,  Peter. 

Mentioned .  97,  111,  448,  455, 458, 671, 673,  678 

Report  of  Slienandoali  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  461 

Stahel,  Julius, 

Assignment  to  command .  731 

Assignment  to  duty . 686 

Mentioned .  686,  731,  739 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  West  Virginia .  739 

Stanley,  Wallace  S.  Mentioned .  407 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned .  57, 

452,  635,  681,  755,  756,  774,  792,  809,  810,  836,  840,  855,  860,  867,  869,  908,  970 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Deparimenf,  U,  S. 

Starr,  James.  Mentioned .  487,866,946,986 

Starr,  William  C.  Mentioned .  363,  364 

Staunton,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Briscoe  G. 

Baldwin .  995 

Steadman,  George  W.  Mentioned .  118,  316 

Stearns,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned .  540 

Stedman,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  977 

Steen,  Enoch.  Mentioned .  988 

Stephens,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  363,364,410 

Stephen.son’s  Depot,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Sept.  5, 1864.  Shenandoah  Val¬ 
ley  Campaign,  Aug.7-Nov.  28,  1SC4.  Itinerarg,  p.  S5’,  journal  of 
Hotchkiss,  p.  572. 

Sterling,  John  T.  Mentioned .  331,551 

Steuart,  George  H.  Mentioned .  609,1004,1012 

Stevens,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  220 

Stevens,  Greenleaf  T. 

Mentioned .  108, 127, 152, 154,  271,  272,  985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  273 

Stevens,  Hazard.  Mentioned . 193,195 

Stevens,  William  S.  Mentioned .  331 

Stevenson,  James  H.  Mentioned .  982 

Stevenson,  John  D. 

Assignment  to  command .  803 


Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A .  836,  966 


Averell,  William  W .  820,  828,  829,  836,  837,  850 

Duffie,  Alfred  N .  837,  893,  903,  914,  924 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  829 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  826,  849,  850,  867,  876,  877,  886,  892,  913,  924,  949,  957 

Smith,  William  Prescott .  966 

War  Department,  IT.  S .  948,  949,  957,  965,  966,  972 

Mentioned .  78, 185,  425,  619,  620,  623,  628,  630,  631, 


800, 803, 812,  850,  858,  859,  871,  873,  878,  886,  887,  896,  914,  941,  944,  969,  982 
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Stevenson,  Robert. 

Corres])OU(leuce  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley. .  692,  704,  715,  764,  853,  868,  887,  894,  916 

Mimtioned . . .  3,  86,  706,  714,  735, 904 

Stewart,  Charles.  Mentioned .  782,809,979 

Stewart,  C.  Seaforth.  Report  of  skirmishes  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27- 

28, 1864,  etc .  654 

Stewart,  Milton.  Mentioned .  402 

Stickle,  Augustus  C.  Mentioned .  876 

Stiles,  William  H.,  sr.  Mentioned .  1012 

Stocking,  Solon  W.  Mentioned .  977 

Stoddard,  Fayette  B.  M(“ntioned .  395 

Stone,  Edgar  H.  Mentioned .  421 

Stone,  George  H.  Mentioned .  119 

Stone  Chapel,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Ang.  10,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley 
Campaign ,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Jleports  of 
(>ibl)s,  Ali'red.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Lowell,  Cliarles  R.,  jr. 


Stough,  Israel.  Mentioned .  86,  705 

Strain,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  127,312 

Strasburg,  Va. 

Skirmishes  at. 


Aug.  15, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. 
Reports  of 

Crook,  George.  Hufty,  Baldwin.  Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Sept.  20,1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Bidwell,  Daniel  D.  Devin,  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesley. 

Sept.  21, 1864.  Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops .  121-123 

See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Reports  of 
Graham,  Harvey.  Taft,  Elijah  D.  Wright,  Edward. 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  68,  69. 

Skirmishes  near. 

Aug.  13,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Merritt,  p.  439. 

Aug.  14,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. 
Reports  of 

Crook,  George.  Hufty,  Baldwin.  Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Gibbs,  Alfred. 

N\^o  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  ]>.  569. 

Skirmish  on  the  Back  Road  near.  See  Back  Road,  near  Strasburg,  Va. 
Skirmish  on,  Oct.  7,  1864. 

Strasburg  (or  Hupp’s  Hillj,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  14,  1864.  See  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Noi'.  28,  1864.  Reports  of  Devin, 
p.  478;  Simms,  ]>.  590;  itinerary  f  p.  93]  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p. 


.579. 

Stratton,  Asa  S.  Mentioned .  .540 

Stratton,  Edward  L.  Mentione<l .  980 

Strength  of  Troops.  See  Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

•Strickland,  Nelson  J.  Mentioned .  977 

Strong,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned .  355 

Stroud,  George  D.  Mentioned .  979 

Stroup,  Lawrence  K.  M<“ntioned .  402 

Stuckey,  John  S.  Mcmtioned . . .  248,269 

Subsistence  Stores.  See  Munitions  of  If'ar. 
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Page. 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C. 

Assigument  to  command .  709 

Correspondence  with 

Crampton,  Harvey . 995 

Hunter,  David . 723 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F. .  736, 800 

Mentioned . : .  709,  749,  983 

Report  of  Nonnnan’s  expedition  into  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  23- 

Oct.  1, 1864,  etc . 641 

Summit  Point,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Ang.  21,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Val¬ 
ley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Reports  of  Gihhs,  p.  488; 
Sheridan,  pp.  19,  104;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.570;  Wilson  to  Mer¬ 
ritt,  X).  874;  Wilson  to  Torhert,  j).  875. 

Sumner,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned .  214,216 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.  Mentioned .  739,  784,  805 

Susquehanna,  Army  of  the.  Itineraries.  Shenandoah  Valley  Cami)aign, 

Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  106 

Susquehanna,  Department  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Darius  N.  Couch .  694, 

774,  782,  830,  960 

Brandywine  District  discontinued .  106,840 

Designation  of,  changed  to  Department  of  Pennsylvania .  106 

Included  in  Middle  Military  Division .  719 

Movements  and  dis^msition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from  Darius  N. 

Couch .  809,928,929 

Orders,  Circular,  series  1864 — Couch  :  Aug.  4,  694,  695. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Couch:  No.  45,  840;  No.  48,  889, 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Couch:  No.  181,707;  No.  183,  759;  No. 

185,  782;  No.  191,  856;  No.  198,  928. 

Signal  operations  in.  Communication  from  Amos  M.  Thayer .  973 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.  ^ee  Middle  Military  IJirision. 

Suter,  John. 

Corresi)ondence  with  Milton  Wells .  392 

Mentioned .  129,  398 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Camjiaigu,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  391 

Sutherland,  Robert  J.  Mentioned .  981 

Sutton,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  24, 1864 .  1 

Suydam,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  130,  519, 530,  536,  987 

Swann,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  651,  652 

Swearingen,  T.  Brent.  For  corresiDOudence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Darius  X.  Couch. 

Sweeney,  James.  Mentioned .  551 

Sweeney,  James  W.  Mentioned  .  5,  754 

Sweet,  William  E.  Mentioned .  402,  407 

Sweitzer,  Nelson  B.  Mentioned .  487,488 

Swift,  Henry.  Mentioned .  785 

Szink,  Jacob.  Corresi^ondence  with  Darius  N.  Couch .  929 

Tabor,  William  J.  Mentioned . » .  138 

Tafft,  Henry  S.  Correspondence  with  Amos  M.  Thayer .  973 

Taft,  Elijah  D. 

Mentioned .  109, 115, 123, 127,  275,  291,  309,  317,  319,  357,  944, 98^ 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  286 

Taggart,  George  W.  Mentioned .  110,402,409,982 

Taggert,  Robert.  Mentioned .  930,  931 

Taliaferro,  Alexander  G.  Mentioned .  1012 
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Tannatt,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned .  872 

Tarbell,  Dr.  Mentioned .  795 

Tarbell,  Joel  H.  Mentioned . .* .  989 

Tarbell,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  981 

Tate,  Augustus  C.  Mentioned .  988 

Tate,  William.  Mentioned .  198 

Tay,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  166 

_  Taylor,  David  J. 

Mentioned .  108, 126, 138,  215 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  221 

Taylor,  Franck  E.  Mentioned .  112, 130,  433,  435,  449,  455,  476,  987 

Taylor,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  1003 

Taylor,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  C.  Angnr .  762 

Mentioned .  899 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Christopher  C.  Augur. 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned .  348,  551 

Taylor,  Robert  F. 

Assignment  to  command .  803 

Mentioned .  803,  958 

Taylor,  Walter  H.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee .  1000 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  liobert  E.  Lee. 

Taylortown,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  24, 1864  .  2 

Templeton, - .  Mentioned .  595 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  McClung’s,  1013;  Rhett,  1013. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  12th,  16th,  1004.  Regiments:  Carter’s,  1004. 

Tennison,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  639 

Terrell,  William  H.  Mentioned .  193 

Terrill,  James  B.  Mentioned . . .  1012 

Terry,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  1003 

Terry,  William.  Mentioned .  25,  565,  570,  609, 1002, 1003, 1005, 1011. 1012 

Teters,  Wilbert  B. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  F.  Wildes .  384 

Mentioned .  128,  381 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Noy.  28, 1864 .  383 

Thayer,  Amos  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Averell,  William  W .  926 

Couch,  Darius  N . .  706,  880,  939 

Tafft,  Henry  S .  973 

Mentioned .  694,718,979 

Thayer,  Enos  W.  Mentioned. .  119 

Thoburn,  Joseph. 

Mentioned .  33,  54,  110, 115, 123, 128, 134, 

139,  280,  360-366,  368-376,  380-383,  386-390,  396,  399,  400,  402-404,  410,  981 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  367-369 

Thom,  George.  Mentioned .  52,53 

Thomas,  Edwin.  Mentioned . . .  977 

Thoma.s,  Francis.  Mentioned .  755 

Thomas,  Gilbert  F.  Mentioned .  138,220 

Thomas,  Horace  G. 

Correspondence  with  Martin  D.  Hardin .  889 

Mentioned .  975 
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Thoma.s,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned .  340, 855,  890 

For  correspondence,  etc,,  see  Adjutant- (reneraVs  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Thomas,  Stephen.  Mentioned. . .  108, 127, 183, 162,  284,  292,  308-311,  314,  315,  551,  985 

Thomas,  William  B.  Mentioned  .  766 

Thompson,  Francis  W.  Mentioned .  983 

Thompson,  George  W.  Mentioned .  119,  369, 377 

Thompson,  James.  Mentioned .  975 

Thompson,  John  K.  Mentioned .  .597 

Thompson,  John  L.  Mentioned.. . .  Ill,  130,  987 

Thompson,  Lucas  P.  Mentioned .  585 

Thompson,  Lucian  D.  Mentioned .  139, 229, 245 

Thompson,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  118 

Thorn,  Edward.  Mentioned .  975 

Thorp,  Alexander  K.  Mentioned .  119,482 

Thruston,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  1012 

Thurber,  Benjamin  F. 

Mentioned .  109,128,304,327 

Eeport  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  328 

Thurber,  William  D.  Mentioned .  138 

Thurmond,  Philip  J.  Mentioned .  641,645,693 

Thurmond,  William  D.  Mentioned .  640,641 

Thyng,  George  P.  Mentioned .  976 

Tibbits,  William  B.  Mentioned .  101, 512, 537,  723 

Tilden,  Albert  L.  Mentioned .  138 

Timberville,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  See  Forest  Hill  (or  Timherville),  Va.  Skir¬ 
mish  at,  Sept.  24,  1864. 

Tingle,  Stewart.  Mentioned .  785 

Todd,  Rutherford  P.  Mentioned .  566,595 

Tolies,  Cornelius  W.  Mentioned .  32,  .56 

Toll-Gate,  near  White  Post,  Va.  Action  at,  Aug.  11,  1864.  See  Shenandoah 
Valley  Campaign,  Aug.7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Beports  of 
Devin,  Thomas  C.  Sheridan,  Phili])  H.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Merritt,  Wesley. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  90,  92,  94. 

Tolman,  Plavel  L.  Mentioned .  109,327 

Tomlinson,  Abia  A.  Mentioned .  982 

Tompkins,  Alonzo.  Mentioned .  421 

Tompkins,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  108, 114, 121, 127, 132, 150, 151, 195, 226,  273,  278,  743,  768,  902, 985 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  271 

Tom’s  Brook,  Va. 

Engagement  at,  Oct.  9, 1864. 

Communication  from  War  Department,  U.  S .  62 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Torbert .  437 


See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864.  Beports  of 


Benjamin,  William  H. 
Bennett,  John  W. 
Crowninshield,  Casper 
Cnster,  George  A. 
Devin,  Thomas  C. 


Early,  Jubal  A. 
Hull,  Walter  C. 
Kidd,  James  H. 
Merritt,  Wesley. 
Peirce,  Charles  H. 


Phillips,  John  W. 
Puriugton,  George  A. 
Sheridan,  Philip  H. 
Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 


Also  itineraries,  pp.  84,  91,  9.3,  96, 100, 103;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  578. 
Skirmisli  at,  Oct.  8, 1864.  ^ee  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 
1864.  Beports  of 


Devin  Thomas  C.  Merritt,  Wesley.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Kidd.  James  H.  Phillips,  John  W. 


Also  itineraries,  jtp.  91,  93, 102;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  578. 
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Tompson,  William  H.  Mentioned .  564 

Toon,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned .  565, 1013 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A 

Assignment  to  command .  501 

Assumes  command  of  cavalry  of  Middle  Military  Division .  744 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Tom’s  Brook,  Va.  Engagement  at,  Oct.  0, 1864  .  437 

Winchester  (or  the  Oi)eqnoi’  "^a.  Battle  of,  Sept.  19, 1864  .  437 

Correspondence  with 

Angnr,  Christopher  C . . . ! .  682 

A  verell,  William  W .  502,796,827,852,903 

Custer,  George  A . .  528,  529,  921,  922 

Du ffie,  Alfred  N . . .  818, 851 

Merritt,  Wesley .  453, 

701,  745,  769,  794,  802,  816,  825,  833,  846,  864, 873,  874, 883,  902,  921,  956 

Sheridan,  Philip  H . . .  43,  437,  531,  711,  745,  769,  787, 816, 921 

Wilson,  James  H .  531,  802,  834,  848, 866,  875,  884,  892, 912, 923,  948, 964 

Mentioned .  20,  22,  25, 27-29,  31,  33, 

36,  38,  39,  41,  42,  44-51,  53, 54, 56,  61,  62,  89,  94,  100,  110,  116,  118,  124, 129, 
136, 137, 155, 159, 166, 172,  362,  421,  436,  437,  446,  450,  461,  483,  496-504, 508- 
510,  512,  516,  517,  519, 556,  621,  630,  672, 675,  679,  680,  696,  708,  710,  719,  720, 
726,  738-740,  744,  745,  761,  762,  764,  769,  776, 803,  813,  820,  826,  827,  830,  831, 
834,  836-838,  846,  848,  852, 857,  863,  864, 876,  881, 883-885,  891-893,  908,  911- 
913,  917, 921-923,  925,  934,  935,  946,  947, 949, 958,  963-965,  972,  974,  986,  99G 
Reports  of 

Gordonsville,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28, 

1864  .  39,  677 

Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 . . . .  421, 437 

Staff.  Announcements  of .  842,846 

Torbit  [?],  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  772 

Towle,  Ransom  W.  Mentioned .  119 

Town,  Franklin  E.  Mentioned .  962,  973 

Townsend,  Edward  D.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant-General’ 8 
Office,  U.S.A. 

Tracy,  Amasa  S.  Mentioned .  107, 113, 126, 132,  208-211,  551,  984 

Tracy,  Osgood  V.  Mentioned .  224,  230, 233,  234 

Trammell,  Phil.  Mentioned .  911 

Transportation.  (Army.)  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water.)  Commnnicatiom^from 

Garrett,  John  W .  780 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  748 

Weber,  Max .  780 

Traver,  Charles.  Mentioned .  180 

Traver,  Robert  N.  Mentioned .  540 

Tremain,  Alfred  F.  Mentioned .  312,  313 

Trevor,  John.  Mentioned .  119 

Trimble,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  119,  248,  258 

Trotter,  Frederick  E.  Mentioned . 976 

Troutman,  Adam.  Mentioned .  392 

Truesdell,  Martin  L.  Mentioned .  147 

Tuck,  Matthew.  Mentioned . : .  684 

Tucker,  William  H.  Mentioned . . .  138, 176 

Tunis,  Nehemiah.  Mentioned .  171 

Turnbull,  Charles  N.  Mentioned . 782 

Turner,  Alfred  L.  Mentioned .  108, 127, 306 
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Turner,  William  H.,  jr.  Meutioued .  110,129 

Twitchell,  Preston.  Mentioned .  331 

Tyler,  Albert  M.  Mentioned .  163, 164 

Tyler,  Erastus  B. 

Corresi)ondence  witli  ’ 

Emory,  William  H .  711 

Wallace,  Lew .  693,  766,  895 

Mentioned .  765,  767,  773,  781,  808,  854,  980 

Eeport  of  operations  in  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  Oct.  7-11, 1864  .  644 

Tyler,  Nat.  Mentioned .  582 

Underhill,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with  William  Dwight .  299 

Mentioned .  293 

Underhill,  Henry  P.  Mentioned .  127 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

Action  at,  Oct.  13, 1864 . , .  372 

Battle  of,  Oct.  19, 1864  . . .  131-139, 176,  230,  252,  325,  366 

Fisher^s  Hill,  Va. 

Battle  of.  Sept.  22, 1864  .  120-124,  294,  321 

Skirmish  at.  Sept.  21, 1864  .  120-124 

Gordonsville,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28, 


1864,  etc .  679 

Strasburg,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  21, 1864  .  121-123 

Winchester  (or  the  Opequon),  Va.  Battle  of.  Sept.  19, 1864  .  112- 


119,  294,  315,  321 

See  also  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864,  pp.  59,  60,  400, 

409,  436. 

Mentioned. 

Colored. 

Infantry — Companies  :  (Indejjendent),  979.  Regiments:  1st,  2d, 

19th,  23d,  27th,  28th,  29th,  975 ;  31st,  975,  988 ;  39th,  43d,  975 ; 

45th,  975,  979;  102d,  975;  127th,  979. 

Regulars. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments :  1st,  988 ;  Ist  {Batteries),  A,  768,  975 ;  E, 

976 ;  F,  768,  975 ;  K,  L,  112, 118, 130, 136, 433,  435,  449,  455,  476, 477, 

479,  482,  793,  9§7;  2d  (Batteries),  B,  99,  112, 118,  130, 137,  433,  435, 
471-473,  518, 520,  521, 52.3,  524,  532,  533, 549,  550,  987 ;  C,  975 ;  D,  112, 

487,  488,  987 ;  E,  975 ;  G,  976 ;  H,  854, 981 ;  1, 975 ;  K,  854, 981 ;  L,  99, 

112, 118, 130, 137,  433,  435,  471-473,  518,  520,  521,  523,  524,  532,  533, 
549,550,987;  M,  112, 516, 517, 529,  779,  795,  848,  903,  913,  936,964, 
965,987;  3d  (Batteries),  C,F,  112,  130,  137,  464,  466,  517,  987;  G, 

975 ;  I,  989 ;  K,  112, 130, 137,  464,  466,  517,  987 ;  L,  M,  975 ;  4th  (Bat¬ 
teries),  A,  975;  C,  E,  112,  779,  795,  848,  903,  913,  936,  965,  987;  5th, 

987;  5th  (Batteries),  B,  58, 59,  110,  124,  129,  135,  365,  366,413-417, 
419-421,  983 ;  L,  111,  124, 130,  435, 496,  506,  511,  827, 983 ;  M,  108, 127, 

132, 149, 191, 197,  212,  233,  237,  245,  255,  271,  278,  279,  985. 

Cavalry — Regiments :  1st,  97,  98,  111,  117,  130,  136,  441,  444,  457, 
487-492,  672,  673,  833,  978,  986 ;  2d,  97,  111,  117, 130,  136,  443,  444, 
487-492,  672,  673,834,  866,  898,  978,  986;  5th,  111,  117,  130,  433, 

443,  447,  449,  457,  490,  492,  978,  986;  6th,  96,  97, 107,  120,  125,  672, 

673,  975,  978. 


Sometiraea  called  Southard’s  Pennsylvania. 
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Union  Troops — Continued. 

Mentioned. 

Regulars. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  987 ;  6th,  7th,  10th,  11th,  988;  12th, 

987;  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  989. 

Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  {Compa7iies),  228th,  979;  2d,  809,  854, 

981;  2d  (Com2)anies),  46th,  980;  50th,  979,980;  51st,  52d,  53d, 

55th,  57th,  980;  71st,  72d,  89th,  95th,  96th,  981;  105th, 
108th,  109th,  980;  118th,  ll9th,  981;  131st,  980;  132d,  984; 

143d,  981;  162d,  980.  Regiments:  1st,  976;  3d,  977;  4th,  696, 

889,  975;  6th,  976;  7th,  696,975;  9th,  976;  10th,  696,  889,  975, 

981;  11th,  976;  12th,  14th,  977;  16th,  106,  979;  18th,  979; 

19th,  976,  979;  20th,  976;  21st,  975,  980;  22d,  24th,  976. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

East,  Department  of  the .  987-989 

Middle  Military  Division  . .  61, 107-112, 125-130,  743, 848,  902,  903,  965,  974-987 
Recruitment,  organization,  etc.,  of.  Communication  from  Governor  of 

Massachusetts .  767 

Upperville,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  29,  1864.  See  Snicker’s  Gaj),  Va.  Opei'a- 
tions  about,  Oct.  28-29,  1864. 

Upton,  Emory. 

Mentioned .  25,  26,  47,  54,  55,  66, 107, 112, 151, 152, 

159,  162, 164, 165, 169, 173, 177, 182,  185, 188, 192,  273,  274,  314,  362,  778,  984 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  162, 173 

Urban,  Caspar.  Mentioned .  110,  379,  981 

Urban,  Gustavus.  Mentioned .  Ill,  130,  986 

Valley  District,  Army  of  the.  (Confederate.) 

Cook,  Philip,  assigned  to  command  of  Doles’  brigade,  Rodes’  division  ....  993 

Godwin,  Archibald  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  Hoke’s  brigade,  Early^s 

division . . .  995 

Inspection  of  Gordon^s  division.  Communication  from  Henry  E.  Peyton  .  610 

Lomax,  Lunsford  L.,  assigned  to  command  of  cavalry  of .  993 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  20, 1864 .  1002,1003 

Aug.  31, 1864 .  1011-1013 

Oct.  19, 1864 .  564-567 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr.,  relieved  from  command  of  cavalry  of .  993 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from  Robert  E.  Lee .  557,558 

Reorganization  of  cavalry  of.  Communication  from  Robert  Ransom,  jr  .  1003 

Vandeventer,  Alexander  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Breckinridge .  644 

Mentioned .  643,1012 

Van  Eaton,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  224,  248, 258 

Van  Etten,  Orsamus  R. 

Mentioned .  108, 127, 152, 154, 157 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  274, 276 

Van  Loan,  Lyman  W.  Mentioned .  382 

Van  Patten,  Volkert  V.  Mentioned .  985 

Van  Petten,  John  B.  Mentioned .  108,  290,  293,  314,  985 

Vaughn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned . ^ .  138 

Vaughn,  John  C.  Mentioned .  22,92,472, 

.  ■  493,  570,  572,  652,  753,  754,  773,  992,  1003,  1004, 1013, 1020, 1022, 1025, 1026 


1136 


INDEX. 


Pajrc. 

Vermont  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— /?e^/>we/;fs  ;  1st,  107, 118, 120, 126,  132,  207,  200,  211,  084. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  105,  111,  117, 130, 137,  479,  4>',5,  510,  525,  526,  533, 

541,  544-549,  676,  978,  987. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  3d,  107,113,  120,126,  132,210,984;  4th,  107,113, 

120. 126. 132,  984 ;  5th,  107, 113, 120, 126, 132,  207,  209,  984 ;  6th,  107, 113, 120, 

126. 132,  207-209,  984 ;  8th,  108,  114, 122, 127,  133,  290,  291,  294,  302,  314,  315, 


985 ;  10th,  108, 113,  121,  126, 132,  226,  231,  232,  243-246,  985. 

Vincent,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  755 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jdjiilant-denevaVs  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Vines,  Charles.  Mentioned .  608 

Vinton,  Harvey  H.  Mentioned .  464 

Virginia,  Northern. 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Commnnicatiuns  from  Kobert  E. 

Lee . : . .  995-917 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Angar,  Christopher  C .  909,  918,  941-943 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  910,  943,  955,  963 

Sheridan,  Philij)  H . 909 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Augur,  Christopher  C . * .  872 

Lazelle,  Henry  M .  871,  873,  890 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries  :  Alleghany,  192,  567,  573 ;  Amherst,  567 ; 
Bryan’s,  567,  568 ;  Charlottesville,  567 ;  Courtney,  567 ;  Fluvanna,  567 ; 
.  Jackson’s,  567 ;  Johnston’s,  567 ;  King  William,  567 ;  Lee,  567 ;  Levi’s, 
1013;  Lovrry’s,  567,568;  Lurty’s,  512,567;  McClanahan’s,  567;  Mon¬ 
roe,  567 ;  Morris,  567 ;  Orange,  567 ;  Shoemaker’s,  567 ;  Stafford,  567 ; 
Staunton,  567;  Thomson’s,  567. 

Cavalry— 5atfa//o/7S  :  27th,  6,  644,  994, 1004  ;  32d,  550;  34th,  566,  640, 1004; 
35th,  567,  636,  722,  777,  792,  831,  881 ;  36th,  530,  551,  566, 1004 ;  37th,  515, 
530,  566,  640, 1004 ;  41st,  649 ;  43d,  633-635,  722,  777,  792,  811,  831, 842,  847, 
849.  860,  865,  866,  877,  880-882,  898-900 ;  4 6th,  4 7th,  566, 1004.  Companies : 
Amick’s  Partisans,  640 ;  Kincheloe’s,  862 ;  McNeill’s  Partisans,  7,89, 
649,  655,  658,  664,  669,  691,  692,  716,  950,  959,  968 ;  P.  J.  Thurmond’s  Parti¬ 
sans,  640;  W.  D.  Thurmond’s  Partisans,  640,  Regiments:  1st,  567 ; 
2d,  567,833;  3d,  474,551,567;  4th,  567,680;  5th,  567,668;  6th,  441,491, 
567,  668,  676,  697 ;  7th,  567 ;  8th,  5,  6, 530,  566,  894, 1004 ;  11th,  567 ;  12th, 
530,567;  14th,  .512,  550,  566 ;  15th,  567,862;  16th,  17th,  512,  566;  18th, 
19th,  20th,  566, 1004;  21st,  5,  512, 530,  531,  566,  994, 1004  ;  22d,  512, 551, 
566;  23d,  566, 1004;  25th,  530,566. 

Infantry — Battalions:  13th  Reserves,  1013;  23d,  26th,  30th,  566;  45th, 
89,566,596,655,664.  Regiments  :  2d,  185,  565,  1003,  1012;  4th,  5th,  565, 
1003,1012;  7th,  185;  10th,  13th,  21st,  565,  1003,  1012;  22d,  566;  23d, 
25th,  27th,  31st,  33d,  565, 1003, 1012;  36th,  566;  37th,  42d,  565, 1003, 
1012;  44th,  228,  263,  56.5, 1003, 1012;  45th,  566,  596;  48th,  49th,  565, 1003, 
1012;  50th,  565,  566,  1003,  1012;  51st,  566;  52d,  58th,  565,  1003,  1012; 
60th,  566;  62d,  512,  566, 1004;  64th,  643,  614. 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry — Battalions  :  Loudoun  Rangers,  636,  670,  777,  858,  867,  881,  982. 


Voorhes,  George  W.  Mentioned .  126, 229 

Vredenburgh,  Peter,  jr.  Mentioned .  108, 119,  222,  231, 235,  985 

Wade,  John  T.  S.  Mentioned .  641 

Wadsworth,  Silas  A.  Mentioned .  118 
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Waggaman,  Eugene.  Moiitioued . 1003,1012 

Wagner,  Louis.  Mentioned . 070 

Waite,  John  M. 

CoiTesi)ondence  witli  Cliiistopher  Augnr .  083, 

007,  708,  729,  742,  793,  800,  823,  831,  844,  801,  802,  882,  919,  920,  942,  943,  9.54 

Mentioned .  093,  728,  742,  832,  859,  898,  918,  942,  943,  949,  955, 903,  971,  979 

Wakefield,  William  H.  Mentioned .  499 

Walcott,  William  H.  Mentioned .  989 

Wales,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  120 

Walker,  Aldace  F.  Mentioned .  107,  208 

Walker,  Duncan  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  sec  William  H.  Emory. 

Walker,  John  S.  Mentioned . 489 

Walker,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Darius  N.  Couch .  929,  900 

'  *  Mentioned .  928 

Wallace,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  119 

Wallace,  Lew. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A . 7.50,773 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  879 

Catlin,  Lynde .  806 

Churchman,  Caleb .  716 

De  Witt,  David  P .  869 

Lockwood,  Henry  H .  717,  927 

Morris,  William  W . . . . .  908 

Mullikin,  James  C .  717 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  798,  854 

Tyler,  Erastus  B .  693,  766, 895 

War  Department,  U.  S .  773,969 

Mentioned .  55,  501,  717,  718,  728,  739,  753,  776, 806,  860, 869,  908,  974,  980 

Wallace,  Robert  C.  Mentioned .  435 

Wallen,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  988 

Walsh,  John.  Mentioned .  551 

Walsh,  Walter  S.  Mentioned .  398 

Walter,  James  H.  Mentioned . . .  248,  269 

Waltermire,  William.  Mentioned .  109,128,335,986 

Walton,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  138 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A .  991 

Davis,  Jefferson .  991,  994 

Early,  Jubal  A .  998 

Lee,  Robert  E .  557,  558,  650,  990,  993,  994,  1006 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  rvith 

Cadwalader,  George .  707 

Chipman,  Norton  P .  792, 

812,  822,  823,  842,  858,  8.59,  870,  871,  880,  881,  896,  906,  917,  932,  940,  953,  954 

Couch,  Darius  N . .  706,  756,  840 

Dix,JohnA .  809,961 

Garrett,  John  W . « .  780 

Grant,  U.  S . . .  767,  856 

Henry,  Joseph . : .  SIO 

Keyser,  Benjamin  U . 810 

Means,  Samuel  C .  799 

Ohio,  Governor  of . , .  916,  931,  951,  960,  969 
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War  Department,  U.  S. — Coiitiinied.  Correspond eiicc  with 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of .  708 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  51,  61,  62,  857,  931,  969 

Stevenson,  John  D .  948,  949,  957,  965,  966,  972 

Wallace,  Lew . 773,  969 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of .  681,  682,  960 

Warner,  James  M. 

Mentioned .  107, 113, 120, 

126, 131,  151, 152,  154, 191-195,  201,  203,  208-211,  213,  217,  218,  221,  271,  984 
Keports  of  Shenandonh  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864. .  199, 200,  207, 211 

Warner,  Linens  F.  Mentioned . 458,510,511 

Warren,  Edward  M. 

Correspondence  with  Darins  N.  Conch .  973 

Mentioned . . 856,  980 

Warren,  Edward  T.  H.  Mentioned .  1012 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K.  Mentioned . 65,73,856 

Warthen,  William  F.  Mentioned  . . . **  398 

Wartman,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  991 

Washburn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned . ' .  986 

Washburn,  James.  Mentioned .  981 

Washburn,  Peter  T.  Mentioned . 211 

Washburne,  A.  Livingston.  Mentioned .  963 

Washburne,  George  A.  Mentioned .  976 

Washington,  Department  of  (22d  Army  Corps). 

Included  in  Middle  Military  Division .  719 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troo2)s  in.  Communications  from 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  728,813,879 

Halleclv,  Henry  W .  727 

Hardin,  Martin  D.. .  696 

Gl)erations  in.  Communications  from 

Augur,  Christoj^her  C .  859,898 

Gazelle,  Henry  M .  683,  684,  697,  721,  729,  777,  793,  862 

Wells,  Henry  H . 729 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Augur:  No.  75  ,  954. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Augur:  No.  192,  696;  No.  195.741;  No. 

205  ,  861;  No.  207,  881 ;  No.  215,  963. 

Lnion  trooiis  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Middle  Militari/ 
Division. 

Wass,  Ansel  D.  Mentioned .  751 

Waterman,  Richard.  Mentioned . 985 

Watkiins,  Maurice.  Mentioned . : .  363,364 

Watrous,  Frank  E.  Mentioned . • .  539 

Watson,  Alexander  G.  Mentioned .  545 

Watson,  William  D.  Mentioned .  137,  348 

Waynesborough,  Va.  Skirmish  at,  Sejjt.  29, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley 
Varnpaiyn,  Any.  7-Nov.  2S,  1S64.  Deports  of 
Early,  Jubal  A.  Lee,  Eobert  E.  tVilson,  James  H. 

Also  itineraries,  j)]).  99,  102, 105;  Jonrnalof  Hotehkiss,  p.  577. 

Weaver,  Edward  G.  Mentioned .  421 

Webb,  Francis  I.  D.  Corres])ondencc  with  Lyude  Catlin .  765 

Webb,  James  A.  Mentioned .  421 

Webb,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned .  364 

Webb,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  1012 
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Weber,  Max. 

Assumes  command  of  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry .  731 

Corresijondeiice  with 

Cook,  Roger  E .  724 

Crook,  George .  850, 886,  968 

Duffi<i,  Alfred  N .  748 

Farrington,  Preston  M .  622 

Graham,  Samuel . *- .  702 

Huntley.  John  H .  702 

Maulsby,  William  P . 701 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  747,  772,  780,  788,  795,  805 

Yellott,  John  1 .  796 

Mentioned . . .  19,  701,  738, 739,  749,  762,  780,  784,  788 

Staff.  Announcement  of .  788 

Webster,  Moulton  S.  Mentioned  . .  119 

Weddle,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  110,128,981 

Weir,  Gulian  V.  Mentioned .  Ill,  130,  435, 496,  506,  511,  983 

Welch’s  (or  Flowing)  Spring,  near  Charlestown,  W.  Va.  Skirmish  at, 

Aug.  21, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7 -Nov.  28, 

1864.  Reports  of 

Cowand,  David  G.  Hufty,  Baldwin.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Crook,  George.  Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Warner,  James  M. 

Edwards,  Oliver.  Simms,  James  P. 

Also  itineraries,  pp.  64,  67,  70,  72,  73,  80,  98;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  570. 

Weld,  Horace  N.  Mentioned .  966 

Wells,  Charles  A.  Mentioned . 988 

Wells,  David  R.  S.  Mentioned .  248 

Wells,  George  D. 

Mentioned .  54,  83, 110, 115, 123, 164,  365,  368-372,  374-376, 378, 387,  390, 981 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  374,375,378 

Wells,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  C.  Augur .  683, 

697,  709,  729,  742,  784,  813,  823,  832,  882, 899,  910,  963 

Mentioned .  861,  890,  899,  977 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Annandale,  Va.,  Aug.  24,  1864  .  637 

Wells,  Milton. 

Correspondence  with 

Bukey,  Van  H  .  395 

Harris,  Thomas  M .  397 

Suter,  John .  392 

W.ithers,  Henry  H .  393 

Mentioned .  129, 135,  372-374,  397 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  397 

Wells,  Omer  O.  Mentioned .  544 

Wells,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  485,-551 

WelLs,  William.  Mentioned .  100^ 

102,  111,  130, 137,  519-525, 527, 5.32,  534, 536, 543, 545,  546,  987 

Wentz,  E.  L.  Mentioned .  835 

Western,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  343 

We.stern  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  Department  of.  (Confederate. ) 

(’or federate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Aug.  31, 1864  .  1013 

Echols,  John,  assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Soutli western  Virginia.  1005 
Weston,  Newcomb  J.  Mentioned .  475 


1140 


INDEX. 


Page. 

West  Virginia.  Witcher’s  expedition  into,  Sept.  17-28,  1864,  inclnding  skir¬ 
mishes  at  Buckhannon  (27th-28th).  Reports  of 

Lee,  Robert  E .  639 

Witcher,  Vincent  A .  640 

West  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Averell,  William  W.,  relieved  from  command  of  2d  Cavalry  Division  of. . .  505 

Designation  of  Crook’s  command . 726 

Itineraries.  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  81-89 

Powell,  William  H.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Cavalry  Division  of .  505 

West  Virginia,  Department  of.  (Union.) 

Aftairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Crook,  George .  958 

War  Department,  U.  S .  681,  682 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of .  682,  950 

Crook,  George. 

Assigned  to  command  of .  962 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of .  739 

Assumes  temporary  command  of .  747 

Hunter,  David,  relieved  from  command  of .  962 

Included  in  Middle  Military  Division . 719 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W . .  688,  689 

Emory,  William  H . 701,710 

Grant,  U.  S . 695-697 

•  Halleck,  Henry  W .  708 

Hunter,  David . ' .  687,698,710,712 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  689 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  710,711 

Weber,  Max . .  701,  702 

Wright,  Horatio  G .  686 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W .  713,714 

Duffie,  Alfred  N . 713 

Godwin,  Joseph  M .  716 

Grant,  IJ.  S .  57 

Halleck,  Henry  W . 932 

Harrison,  Charles  J.... .  959 

Hinkle,  A . 959 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  714,  715,  724,  853,  868,  887,  927 

Oley,  John  H .  693 

Pease,  Harry .  959 

Wilkinson,  Nathan .  895 

Orders,  series  1864 — Wright:  Aug.  4,  686. 

Orders,  Circular,  series  1864 — Kelley :  Aug.  20,  868. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 — Hunter:  No.  58,  686;  No.  60,709;  No.  63, 

723;  No.  64,  731.  Crook:  No.  65,  747;  No.  66,  803;  No.  68, 

913.  Averell:  No.  22,  505.  Duffie:  No.  11,  803;  No.  13,  958. 
Powell:  Aug.  8,  735.  Stevenson:  No.  2,  827.  Weber:  No.  59, 

731 ;  No.  60,  788. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864 — Hunter:  No.  146,  709;  No.  147,  731.  Crook: 

No.  150,  826;  No.  154,  914.  Averell:  No.  31,  789.  Duffie: 

No.  23,  733;  No.  32,  886;  No.  35,  914.  Kelley:  No.  21, 

732;  No.  24,  821;  No.  27,  904;  No.  2C,  915.  Stevenson:  No. 

7,  893. 
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West  Virginia,  Department  of.  (Union) — Continiiecl. 

Quinn,  Timotliy,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Divi¬ 
sion  of .  886 

Keported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Averell,  William  W .  688,  689 

Byers,  John  A .  690 

Couch,  Darius  N .  718,  719 

Duffie,  Alfred  N .  703 

Grant,  U.  S .  952 

Hinkle,  A .  887 

Howe,  Albion  P .  685,  699,  701 

Hunter,  David .  681,  699 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  685,  891 

Ohio,  Governor  of .  951,  969 

Sinclair,  William .  699 

War  Department,  U.  S . 960 

Sheridan,  Philij)  H.,  assigned  to  command  of  all  troops  within  the  De¬ 
partment  .  709 

Stahel,  Julius. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of .  731 

Relieved  from  duty  in .  739 

Stevenson,  John  D.,  assigned  to  command  of  Military  District  of  Harper’s 

Ferry . 803 

Taylor,  Robert  F.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Divi¬ 
sion  of .  803 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Middle  Military  Divi¬ 
sion. 


Weber,  Max,  assumes  command  of  Military  District  of  Harper’s  Ferry  ....  731 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  712,  721,  719,  838,  950 

AVar  Department,  U.  S .  681,  682,  960 

West  Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light—5after/es:  A,  982;  C,  977;  D,  70.5,  731, 983;  E,983;  H,  2, 

89,  660,  732,  983. 

Cavalry— /?e5r/me/7fs;  1st,  88,  111,  117, 121, 130, 136, 196,  506,  512,  639,  736,  771, 

797, 891,  909,  983 ;  2d,  111,  117, 121, 130, 195, 196,  506, 507,  736,  771,  983 ;  3d, 

111,  117, 121, 130,  195, 196,  505,  506,  512,  736,  771,  853,  983;  5th,  87,  89,  652, 

(562,  668,  705,  967,  983 ;  6th,.  87,  89,  652,  668,  798,  820,  821,  839,  853,  967,  983 ; 

7th,  612, 615,  616,  651,  983. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Exempts’,  981.  Companies:  Ramsay’s  Militia,  693. 
Regiments  :  1st,  110, 128,  367,  981 ;  4th,  110, 128,  981 ;  5th,  110, 116,  123, 129, 

135, 399, 100, 102, 105,  982 ;  6th,  2,  88,  89,  660,  665,  705,  781,  821,  878,  895,  983 ; 

9th,  110, 116, 123, 129, 135,  399, 101, 103, 108-111,  982;  10th,  110, 115, 123, 129, 

135,  372,  371,  376,  386-390,  392-391,  982;’  11th,  3, 110,  115,  123,  129, 135,  372, 

371,  386-388,  390,  392,  391-396,  692,  761,  781,  821, 829,  887,  895,  982,  983 ;  12th, 

110, 128,  981;  13th,  110, 116, 123, 129, 135, 101,  102,  105,  106,  982;  14th,  110, 

116, 123, 129, 135,  399, 100, 102, 108-111,  982;  15th,  110, 115, 123, 129, 135,  367, 

372,  386-388,  390,  392,  391,  396-398,  982. 

Miscellaneous— Co/wpau/es:  Pendleton  County  Home  Guards,*  61.5,655, 


658,  659,  669. 

Wetherill,  John  M.  Mentioned .  981 

Wettstein,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  977 


*  Commonly  known  as  “  Swamps.” 
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Weyer^s  Cave,  Va.  Skirmishes  at. 

Sept.  26, 186-i.  See  Shenandoah  Valleij  Campaign,  Aug.  /-Nor.  28, 1864. 

port  of  PowetJ,  p.  507.  * 

Sept.  27, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  J 'at leg  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nor.  28, 1864. 
ports  of 
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lie- 


Deviii,  Tlionias  (I  Merritt,  Wesley.  Powell,  William  H. 

Lee.  Edwin  G. 


Also  itinerarg,  85;  Jontmal  of  Hotchkiss,  j).576. 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C.  Mentioned .  24, 

555, 557, 561, 562, 566, 568-581, 583-588, 911, 1005, 1011, 1020-1024, 1026-1031 

Wharton,  Rufus  W.  IMentioned .  1012 

Wharton,  W.  Woodson.  Mentioned .  608 

Wheaton,  Frank. 

Corre8])ondence  with  Egbert  Olcott . .• .  174 

Mentioned . . .  27,  64,  68, 107, 113,  120, 

125, 131,  149, 150, 352, 153, 159, 161,  167, 170,  174,  175,  178,  191-193, 197, 198, 
206-208,  212,  213,  218,  219,  221,  225,  227,  234,  256,  262,  271,  272,  276,  312,  984 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valh'v  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  196 

Wheeler,  Jerome  B.  Mentioned .  474 

Wheeler,  Moses  D.,  jr.  Mentione<L .  224 

Wheeler,  William  H.  Mentioned .  107,125,984 

Whelan,  Major.  Mentioned .  998 

Whistler,  Joseph  N.  G.  Mentioned .  727,  872,  976 

Whitaker,  Edward  W.  Mentioned .  56,520,536,817 

Whitcomb,  George  F.  Mentioned .  138 

White,  Elijah  V.  Mentioned .  636 

White,  Ephraim  G.  Mentioned .  333 

White,  George  S.  Mentioned .  459 

White,  Harrison.  Mentioned . 452,474,479,480 

White,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  648 

White,  John  M.  Mentioned .  909 

White,  Robert.  Mentioned .  82.3,828,881 

White  Plains,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  11, 1864 .  1 

White  Po.st,  Va.  Action  at  Toll-Gate,  ne.ar.  See  Toll-Gate,  near  fVhite  Post, 


Va.  Action  at,  Ang.  11, 1864. 

Whitener,  B.  M.  Mentioned . 566,595 

Whiting,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with  Darius  N.  Conch .  970 

Mentioned .  980 

Whiting,  Henry  A. 

Mentioned . 600 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Noy.  28,  1864  .  600 

Whittelsey,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 743 

Whittier,  Charles  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Horatio  G. 
Wright. 

Whittier,  Edward  N.  Mentioned .  272,551 

Whittier,  Francis  H.  Mentioned .  985 

Wibley,  William.  Mentioned . ,540 

Wickham,  Williams  C. 

Correspondence  with  Fitzhugh  Lee .  1009 

Mentioned .  19,  28,  31,  95,  423,  428, 

439,  441,  465,  467,  472,  473,  475,  491,  554,  559,  567,  571,  574,  576,  577,  586,  .588, 
611,  612,  615,  676,  822,  823,  936,  947,  952,  953,  1004,  1007, 1008, 1027, 1028 

Wiggins,  John  C.  Mentioned .  148 

Wilbourn,  R.  E.  Mentioned .  573 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M.  Mentioned .  470,791,811,1016 
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Wilcox,  William.  Mentioned .  540 

Wildes,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Kellogg,  Horace . 385 

Potter,  Andrew . 382 

Teters,  Wilbert  B .  384 

Wilkie,  Frederick  C .  383 

Mentioned .  110,  128, 134,  372,  373,  370,  377,  379,  383,  384 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  379 

Wildrick,  Abram  C.  Mentioned .  989 

Wilds,  John  Q.  Mentioned .  109, 128, 137,  305,  348,  349,  353,  354,  986 

Wiles,  Browning  N.  Mentioned .  126,  240 

Wiley,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  224,  229,  230,  248-250,  252,  254,  256,  258 

Wilhelm,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  977 

Wilkie,  Frederick  C.  *  . 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  F.  Wildes . 383 

jMentioned .  128,  381 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864  .  382 

Wilkins,  John  D.  Mentioned .  988 

Wilkinson,  Nathan. 

Correspondence  with 

Beverly,  W.  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at .  692 

Donohne,  Michael . 705 

Hagans,  Harrison  H . .• .  750 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F .  705,  750,  839,  879,  894,  895,  901 

Yonart,  Robert . : .  904 

Reports  of  action  at  Beverly,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  29, 1864  .  646,  647 

Wilkinson,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  279,  286 

Willard,  John  P.  Mentioned . 798 

Williams,  Constant.  Mentioned .  988 

Williams,  Hobart.  Mentioned .  238 

Williams,  Jesse  M.  Mentioned . 1012 

Williams,  John  W.  Mentioned . 448 

Williams,  Jonathan  H.  Mentioned .  137 

Williams,  Titus  V.  Mentioned . 1012 

Williams,  William  G.  Mentioned .  248 

Williamson,  James  W.  Mentioned .  893 

Williamsport,  Md. 

Affair  at,  Ang.  26,1864.  iiea  Sheuandoah  ValJeij  CampnU/n,  Aiuj.  T-Xor.  28, 

1864.  Report  of  AvereJl,  p.  497. 

Skirmish  at,  Ang.  5,  1864 . 1 

Williamsport  and  Hagerstown,  Md.  Skirmishes  at,  Ang.  5,  1864.  Commu¬ 
nication  from  Lot  Bowen .  707 

Willis,  A.  C.  Mentioned . 508 

Willis,  Edward.  Mentioned  .  1018 

Willis,  William  H.  Mentioned .  .504 

Williston,  Edward  B.  Mentioned . .  112,  487,  987 

Wills,  George  D.  Mentioned .  888 

Wilson,  Bartholomew  W. 

Mentioned .  109, 128,  305,  320,  347,  348,  986 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  . .  854,  855 

Wilson,  David.  Mentioned .  8.85 

Wilson,  Edwin  C.  Mentioned .  98f) 

Wilson,  James  E.  Mentioned . 970 
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Wilson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Augur,  Christopher  C .  730,  746,  779 

Averell,  William  W .  925,  936 

Chapman,  George  H .  867,885,971 

Custer,  George  A .  922 

Duffi6,  Alfred  N .  819 

.Johnston,  Thomas  P .  948 

McIntosh,  John  B .  763,  787,  818,  835,  836,  848,  867,  885,  892,  936,  937,  965 

Merritt,  Wesley .  864,  874 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  730, 

746,  802,  817,  883,  884,  891,  911,  912,  923,  934,  935,  946-948 

Torhert,  Alfred  T.  A .  531,  802,  834, 848,  866,  875, 884,  892,  912,  923,  948, 964 

Mentioned . .  19,  21,  23, 24,  26,  27,  29, 

43-49,  94,  95,  97,  98,  111,  117, 149, 150, 191,  219,  423-430,  436,  440,  441,  463, 
486,  490, 491, 552,  612,  696,  727,  728,  740,  741,  746,  762,  783,  792,  802, 811,  812, 
816,  818,  825,  827,  830,  831, 833-835, 842, 848, 851, 852, 861, 864,  874,  876,  885, 
890,  902,  903,  917,  921,  925,  937,  942,  945,  947,  948,  958,  965,  971,  972,  987, 1021 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  516 

Wilson,  J.  Arthur.  Mentioned . 588 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned . *. .  170,171 

Wilson,  R.  E.  Mentioned .  565 

Wilson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  986 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned .  198 

Wilson,  William  R.  Mentioned .  977 

Wilson,  William  T.  Mentioned . 981 

Winants,  H.  L. 

Mentioned .  666,  748 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27-28,  1864,  et<^ .  666 

Winchester,  Va. 

Action  at,  Aug.  17,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Vallei/  Campaign,  Any,  7-Xor.SS, 

1864.  Reports  of 


Hiifty,  Baldwin.  Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A.  Wilson,  Janies  H. 

Lowell,  Charles  K.,jr. 

Also  Hineraries,  pp.  63,  101;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  569 Sheridan  to  Bal- 
leck,  p.  830. 

Expedition  from,  into  Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties.  See  Fauquier  and 
Loudoun  Counties,  Va.  Expedition  from  Winchester  into,  Nov.  ^28- 
Dec.  S,  1864. 

Exjiedition  from,  to  near  Gordonsville.  See  GordonsriUe,  Va.  Expedition 
from  Winchester  to  near,  Dec.  19-28, 1864,  etc. 

Skirmish  at  Abraham’s  Creek,  near.  See  Abraham's  Creek,  near  Winchester, 
Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  13, 1864. 

Skirmishes  near. 

Aug.  11, 1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign ,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Reports  of 

Deane,  Charles  W.  Lowell,  Charles  II.,  jr.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Ividd,  James  H. 


Also  itinerary,  p.  90;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  568. 

Sept.  24,  1864.  See  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28,  1864. 
Report  of  Edwards,  p.  183. 

Skirmishes  near  Brucetown  and  near.  See  lirucetown,  Va.  Skirmishes  near 
Winchester  and  near.  Sept.  7, 1864. 
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Winchester  (or  the  Opequon),  Va.  Battle  of,  Sept.  19, 1864. 


Casualties.  Keturns  of.  Union  troops .  112-119,294,315,321 

Charges  and  specifications  against  William  Dwight .  300-306 

Communications  from 

Dwight,  William .  295,306-308 

Emory,  William  H . • .  300 

Grant,  U.  S .  61 

Leefe,  John  G .  298 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  61 

Phinney,  Stewart  W .  300 

Pollard,  Henry  M . : .  299 

Underhill,  Charles  W . 299 

War  Department,  U.  S .  61 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Campbell,  Edward  L .  170 

Dwight,  William .  307 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A .  437 


See  also  Shenandoah  Valley' Canipaig7i,  Aug,  7-Nov.  28, 1864,  Ileports  of 


Adiims,  George  W. 
Averell,  William  W. 
Ball,  William  H. 
Bassett,  Isaac  C. 
Beal,  George  L. 
Bidwell,  Daniel  D. 
Binkley,  Otho  H. 
Birge,  Henry  W. 
Burgess,  Charles. 
Cadot,  Lemuel  Z. 
Campbell,  Edward  L. 
Clark,  Gideon. 

Clark,  Sidney  E. 
Coleman,  James  H. 
Cowand,  David  G. 
Crook,  George. 
Custer,  George  A. 
Dalton,  Henry  R. 
Deane,  Charles  W. 
Devin,  Thomas  C. 
Doughty,  John  B. 
Douw,  John  D.  P. 
Dwight,  William. 
Early,  Jubal  A. 
Edwards,  Oliver. 
Emerson,  William. 
Emory,  William  H. 
Fay,  Thomas  M. 


Fisk,  H^ry  C. 

French,  Winsor  B. 
Getty,  George  W. 
Ghiselin,  James  T. 
Graham,  Harvey. 
Grant,  John  V. 

Grover,  Cuvier. 
Hamblin,  Joseph  E. 
Harris,  Thomas  M. 
Hayes,  Rutherford  B. 
Hickman,  Baynton  J. 
Hoge,  George  W. 
Hufty,  Baldwin. 

Hunt,  Lucius  T. 
Janeway,  Jacob  J. 
Keifer,  J.  Warren. 
Kidd,  James  H. 

Lamb,  Jacob  H. 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Lomax,  Lunsford  L. 
Lowell,  Charles  R.,.jr. 
McCartney,  William  H 
Mackenzie,  Ranald  S. 
McKnight,  James. 
McMillan,  James  W. 
May,  Lewis  A. 

Merritt,  Wesley. 
Molineux,  Edward  L. 


Munroe,  Robert. 

Keafie,  Alfred. 

Olcott,  Egbert. 

Prentiss,  Clifton  K. 
Randall,  Francis  J. 
Rhodes,  Elisha  H. 
Ricketts,  James  B. 
Robertson,  Peter. 

Ruhl,  Edgar  M. 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 
Shunk,  David. 

Stagg,  Peter. 

Stevens,  Greenleaf  T. 
Taft,  Elijah  D. 

Thoburn,  Joseph. 
Tompkins,  Charles  H. 
Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 
Upton,  Emor> . 

Van  Etten,  Orsamus  R. 
Warner,  James  M. 

Wells,  George  D. 
Wheaton,  Frank. 

Wilson,  Bartholomew  W. 
Wilson,  James  H. 
Wolcott,  John  A. 

Wright,  Edward. 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 
Young,  John  F. 


Also  itinei'aries,  pp.  24,  47,  64,  65,  67-69,71,72,74,76-83,85,90,95,99,102, 


105 ;  journal  of  Hotchkiss,  p.  574. 

Winfield,  W..Va.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  26, 1864.  Report  of  John  H.  Oley .  645 

Winston,  John  R. 

Mentioned .  564 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864 .  608 

Winters,  John  R.  Mentioned .  541 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— /?e5r//ne/7fs  ;  1st  {Batteries),  A,  977. 

Artillery,  Light— ^cffer/es  :  2d,  976. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs  .•  5th,  107, 112, 125, 190, 191,  984. 


Wise,  William.  Mentioned .  249,258 


1146 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Wisewell,  Moses  N. 

Correspondence  Avitb 

Bostick,  C . .741 

O’Beirne,  Janies  R .  721 

Mentioned .  976 

Witcher,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Averell . 853,878 

Mentioned .  Ill 

Witcher,  Vincent  A. 


Reports  of 

Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.  Witcher’s  operations  in,  Nov.  5-12, 1864..  650,  651 

West  Virginia.  Witcher’s  expedition  into,  Sept.  17-28, 1864 .  640 

Witcher,  William  A.  Mentioned .  1012 


Witcher’s  Expedition  into  West  Virginia.  See  Ifest  Virginia,  Witcher’s 
Expedition  into,  Sept.  17-28,  1864,  etc. 

Witcher’s  Operations  in  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.  See  Kanawha  Valley, 
W,  J'a.  Hitcher’s  Operations  in,  Xor.  5-12,  1864,  etc. 


Witherell,  James  H.  Mentioned .  314 

Withers,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  Milton  Wells .  393 

Mentioned .  110,129,387,390,982 

Report  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  392 

Withers,  John.  Mentioned .  1000 

Withers,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  1012 

Wofford,  William  T.  Mentioned .  566,  581,  599,  893 

Wolcott,  John  A.  Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28, 

1864  . . .  239,240 

Wolfe.r,  John.  Mentioned . .540 

Wood,  Anson  S.  Mentioned .  230,  234 

Woodbury,  Eri  D.  Mentioned . ' .  551 

Woodruff,  Carle  A.  Mentioned .  112,987 

Woodruff,  Dickinson.  Mentioned .  987 

Woods,  Lucius  P.  Mentioned .  527 

Woods,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  331 

Woodson,  Blake  L.  Mentioned .  89,653,660 

Woodstock,  Va.  Skirmish  at.  Sept.  23, 1864 .  9 

Wooster,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned .  459 

Work,  George  T. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  AA^erell .  714 

Mentioned .  494,  495 

Wreights,  Elias.  Mentioned  .  249 

Wright,  Carroll  D.  Mentioned .  305, 327 

Wright,  Edward. 

Mentioned . .• .  128,  305 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Ang.  7-Nov.  28,  1864 .  349,  351,  3.52 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Crook,  George . 816 

Edwards,  Oliver .  814 

Leiper,  Charles  L .  722 

Russell,  David  A .  744,  814 

Sheridan,  Philip  H .  51, 52,  743, 883,  902,  963 


INDEX. 


1147 


Paere. 

Wright,  Horatio  G. — Continued, 

Mentioned .  18, 19,  25-27,  32,  34,  36,  40-42,  44,  45,  47-53,  55,  59, 

61,  63,  66,  74-76,  79,  80,  82, 101, 107, 112,  118, 120, 124,  125, 131, 137, 139, 140, 
143, 148-150, 152, 153, 156-159,  161, 164, 181, 194,  210,  221-223,  225-228,  233, 
238,  239,  241,  246,  247,  253,  256,  259,  272,  275,  279-282,  284,  285,  288,  291,  297, 
309,  310,  312,  313,  318,  3 1 9,  323,  326,  330,  334,  335,  342,  344,  346,  348,  349,  351- 
354,  359,  360,  363,  366,  368,  375-378,  380,  391,  395,  397,  403, 404,  415, 433,  489, 
490,  499,  508,  518,  546,  552,  553,  560-562,  564,  581,  586,  599,  608,  624-626,  630, 
702,  710,  711,  740,  744,  760,  761,  769,  775,  776,  783,  811-814,  816,  817,  822,  848, 
863, 870,  874,  875’,  880,  889,  896,  941,  952,  957,  966, 974,  984,  997, 1009, 1031 


Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864..  149, 152, 154, 158 

Wright,  Raymond  L.  Mentioned .  119,474,482 

Wright,  William  W.  Mentioned .  546 

Wyckoff,  Jesse  F.  Mentioned .  699 

Wynkoop,  John  E.  « 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  N.  Diiffi^ .  949 

Mentioned .  958 

Wynne,  Thomas  H.  Correspondence  with  Bradley  T.  Johnson .  994 

Wynne,  William  B.  Mentioned .  506 

Yard,  Alexander  A.  Mentioned .  537,913 

Yeakle,  C.  C.  Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Kelley .  703 

Yellott,  John  I.  Correspondence  with  Max  Weber . r .  796 

Yocum,  John.  Mentioned .  716 

Yoder,  Daniel  B.  Mentioned . 278,279 

York,  Zebuloii.  Mentioned .  570,  574,  609, 1002, 1003, 1011, 1012, 1027 

Youart,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  Nathan  Wilkinson .  904 

Mentioned . . .  82,  87,  647,  983 

Report  of  action  at  Beverly,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  29,  1864  .  648 

Young,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  185 

Young,  H.  K.  Mentioned . . .  56 

Young,  John  F. 

Mentioned .  .  108, 126,  246,  985 

Reports  of  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign,  Aug.  7-Nov.  28, 1864  .  265,  267 

Young,  John  V.  Mentioned .  395^  396 

Young,  Lewis  L.  Mentioned .  975 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B.  Mentioned .  •  952 

Yutzy,  Enoch  D.  Mentioned .  110,390 

Zable,  David.  Mentioned .  1003 

Zedaker,  Absalom.  Mentioned .  54O 

Zimmerman,  John.  Mentioned .  406 
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